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TN  bringing  before  the  public  this  revised  and  enlarged  edition 
of  the  "  History  of  Cheltenham,"  the  publisher  believes  he  is 
supplying  a  want  which  has  loog  been  felt.  The  former 
edition  having  been  for  some  years  out  of  print,  the  work  has 
become  exceedingly  rare  and  valuable.  It  has  now  been  entirely 
re-written  and  re-arranged,  under  the  personal  supervision  of 
Mr.  Goding,  who  has  been  enabled  to  add  extracts  from  many 
valuable  documents  which  were  not  available  at  the  date  of  the 
former  edition. 

The  quantity  of  new  matter  thus  added,  and  the  introduction 
of  between  eighty  and  ninety  views  in  lithography  and  wood 
engraving, — while  considerably  adding  to  the  bulk  of  the  volume 
and  the  consequent  expense  of  bringing  it  out, — have  rendered 
the  work  of  far  more  value  as  a  book  of  reference,  and  greatly 
increased  its  interest  to  the  general  reader.  It  extends  to  nearly 
seven  hundred  pages,  and  comprises  the  History  of  the  Town 
and  Neighbourhood,  from  the  dates  of  the  earliest  Records  lo 
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the  present  Time.  It  embodies  a  number  of  rare  and  interesting 
documents — extracts  from  Doomsday  Book,  from  old  Charters, 
from  the  Archives  of  Royal  and  Noble  families  connected  with 
the  Town,  and  from  Ancient  Parish  Records — and  will  be,  in 
fact,  a  complete  and  authentic  Record  of  the  Town  of  Cheltenham 
through  every  era  of  its  History.. 

In  order  to  place  more  clearly  before  the  reader  a  consecutive 
narrative  of  the  History  of  the  Town,  a  Chapter  of  "  Chrono- 
logical Events  "  has  been  added,  extending  to  nearly  one  hundred 
pages  of  closely  printed  matter.  This  Chronology  has  been 
compiled  expressly  for  the  present  pujjlication ;  and  while 
affording  a  convenient  index  to  the  events  narrated  in  detail  in 
the  body  of  the  work,  it  will  form  of  itself  a  complete  photograph 
of  the  leading  occurrences  in  the  town's  history,  especially  during 
its  extraordinary  development  in  the  present  century. 
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IN  the  HisTOEY  OF  Cheltenham,  as  narrated  in  the  following 
pages,  the  author  has  commenced  his  researches  at  the 
earliest  period  of  which  we  have  any  written  records.  He  has 
abo  availed  himself  of  the  light  which  has  been  thrown  upon 
the  subject  by  the  remains  which  have  been  from  time  to  time 
exhumed  of  those  bygone  races  who  were  either  the  aboriginal 
possessors  of  the  soil,  or  the  conquero/s  by  whom  those  primitive 
people  were  driven  out  and  supplanted.  Thus  in  the  preliminary 
chapters  on  the  "  British  Peeiod"  and  the  "Roman  Period," 
he  has  collected  together  all  the  authentic  information,  which  has 
been  handed  down  to  us,  of  the  state  of  this  particular  part 
of  the  country  daring  those  remote  eras  ;  and  he  has  carried  the 
history  during  each  successive  epoch  up  to  the  present  time. 

In  allusion  to  the  more  recent  periods  of  this  history— »3ay  that 
embraced  within  the  last  few  hundred  years — it  may  not  be  unin- 
teresting to  the  reader  to  summarize  in  this  introductory  chapter 
a  few  of  the  leading  incidents  in  the  past  history  of  this  beautiful 
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town ; — a  town  which  has  sprung  as  if  by  magic,  and  within  the 
memory  of  living  witnesses,  from  the  condition  of  an  obscure 
village,  into  a  state  of  expansion  and  prosperity  and  beauty,  which 
is  not  surpassed  by  any  town  in  the  united  kingdom. 

A  visitor  to  Cheltenham,  some  few  years  ago,  would  have  found 

in  the  centre  of  the  present  High 
Street,a  running  gtream,  crossed 
every  here  and  there  by  rude 
stepping-stones,  as  represented 
in  the  accompanying  engraving. 
The  testimony  of  persons  now 
living,  together  with  official 
documents,  most  unquestionably 
prove,  that  less  than  a  century 
since,  the  town  presented  all 
the  appearance  of  a  straggling 
village.  The  parish  register  at  this  period  records  but  three  or 
four  deaths  and  christenings  annually,  and  there  are  aged 
inhabitants  yet  surviving  who  can  repeat  by  rote  all  the  once 
occupiers  of  houses  in  the  town !  A  more  retired,  rural,  and 
unfrequented  place  was  not  to  be  found  in  England,  than 
Cheltenham  prior  to  the  discovery  of  the  mineral  waters,  and 
the  establishment  of  the  Spas  as  places  of  public  resort.  The 
transformation  which  that  discovery  has  brought  about  is 
certainly  one  of  the  most  striking  facts  in  modern  topography. 
But  the  suddenness  of  these  changes,  and  our  familiarity  with 
the  incidents  which  have  accompanied  them,  have  led  to  an 
impression  among  the  public  generally,  that  Cheltenham,  fi'om 
its  being  only  an  obscure  hamlet  within  the  memory  of  the 
living,  never  had   a   more  distinguished  existence  in  remoter 
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]^riods.  The  facte  which  we  shall  here  adduce  will  serve  to 
disabuse  the  public  mind  of  this  too  common  error.  Years 
of  diligent  study  of  the  many  local  and  national  documents  and 
histories,  united  with  a  knowledge  of  the  various  relics  of 
antiquity  which  have  been  discovered  in  and  around  the  town, 
have  clearly  demonstrated  to  us  that  Cheltenham  is  a  place  of 
great  antiquity,  and  that  it  formerly  enjoyed  chartered  privileges 
to  an  extent  not  surpassed  by  any  other  rural  town  in  Great 
Britain.  The  result  of  our  investigation  has  established  the  fact, 
that  the  history  of  the  town  is  one  of  no  common  or  monotonous 
kind,  but  that  it  abounds  in  incidents  as  interesting  as  they  are 
numerous  and  diversified.  Our  evidences  show  that  the  account 
of  the  borough  is  capable  of  being  traced  out  for  the  past 
eighteen  centuries — from  the  periods  when  the  rud^  pastoral 
Briton,  and  the  war-like  Roman,  made  it  their  temporary  abode, 
down  to  its  occupancy  by  the  haut  ion  of  the  present  day.  So 
early  as  the  nintb  century,  Cheltenham  possessed  a  Priory,  and 
two  centuries  later  it  had  an  endowed  Church.  From  the  palmy 
days  of  Henry  III.,  down  to  the  chaotic  [reign  of  Henry  VIII., 
the  town  gave  birth  and  name  to  several  learned  natives — the 
famous  Pe  CheltenKam  family.  Th^  history  of  the  Manor 
commences  with  tjie  eleven;th  century.  At  that  remote  era,  it 
w^  chartered,  and  many  and  important  have  been,  the  rights 
and  privileges  which  it  enjoyed  through  th^  various  periods  of 
time  downwards.  It  had  laws  which  the  general  Acts  of  the 
land  could  not  affect ;  it  had  a  Coroner,  a  Civil  Court,  two 
Parliament4i7  representatives,  ?ind  right  of  trying  and  punishing 
c^  criminals  within  the  manorial  district.  Both  by  piirchase  and 
hereditary  right,  the  Cheltenham  Manor  has  been  possessed  by 
Kings  and    Queens,   and  by   individuals  greatly  celebrated  for 
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deeds  and  abilities,  which  are  amply  recorded  in  the  annals  of 
the  past. 


With  the  history  of  the  civil  wars  of  the  Commonwealth 
era,  the  town  is  moreover  allied.  It  was  then  an  important 
station  of  the  rOyalists,  and  by  them  was  garrisoned.  The 
gallant  defence  of  the  place  against  the  republicans,  caused  it  to 
be  the  scene  of  a  decisive,  and  thei^  is  reason  to  believe,  of  a 
bloody  engagement. 

In  the  history  of  the  ancient  trade  of  England^  Cheltenham 
also  takes  a  pi^mineilt  part,  having  been  at  one  period  famed 
for  its  extensive  tobacco  plantations,  and  its  markets  for  wool 
and  corn. 
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From  the  reigu  of  King  Edward  the  Confessor,  with  but 
little  exception,  Cheltenham  was  a  yery  important  place,  and 
conaected  in  various  ways  with  personages  and  institutions  of 
distinguished  fame.  It  maintained  its  consequence  until  the 
latter  end  of  the  seventeenth  century,  when,  from  the  joint 
effects  of  the  Dissolution  of  Monasteries,  and  of  that  dread 
enemy  to  man — War,  it  gradually  fell  into  that  state  of  decay  and 
obscurity  in  which  it  was  found  at  the  discovery  of  its  mineral 
waters  about  a  century  ago.  In  all  human  probability  it  would 
have  continued  to  this  day  in  that  obsolete  condition,  had 
not  Providence  ordained  that  these  health-restoring  springs 
should  be  brought  to  light,  and  theb:  virtues  applied  to  remove 
the  bitter  sting  of  affliction. 
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SO  far  we  LaTe  given  an  outline  of  the  written  hktory  of 
the  town,  as  it  will  be  found  set  forth  at  length  in  the 
following  pages :  but  there  i»  beside  th»  an  vnweitten 
HISTORY  of  the  locality  in  which  we  live  -^  the  incidents  of 
which  can  only  be  deduced  from  the  researches  of  science,  and 
the  epoeh  of  which  extends  far  back  into  the  remote  ages  of  the 
past,  long  ere  the  era  of  human  records,  and  long  ere  the  region 
we  now  inhabit  was  accustomed  to  the  tread  of  human 
footsteps.  Geologists  tell  us  that  at  a  certain  remote  period  in 
the  history  of  our    planet,    Leckhampton  Hill,  which    risea 


immediately  above  the  town  of  Cheltenham,  was  a  kfty  cliff 
overlooking  the  sea ;  that  this  sea  entirely  covered  the  valleys 
which  now  extend  from  the  Bristol  Channel  to  the  shores  of 
Cheshire  and  Northumberland  ;  that  the  hills  in  our  immediate 
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neigkbourhood — ^Bredon,  Dumbleton,  and  Churchdown— were 
solitary  islands  rislDg  out  of  this  waste  of  waters,  the  western- 
most  shores  of  which  w«fe  formed  by  tlie  high  lands,  now  known 
as  the  Malvern  Hills  and  the  Welsh  Mountains.  They  tell 
us,  too,  that  at  the  foot  of  Leckhampton  Hill,  and  along  the 
base  of  the  adjoining  emtnenoe,  known  as  Battle  Down  Hill, 
there  stretched  a  muddy  shore,  washed  by  the  waves  and  tides 
of  this  primseval  ocean,-— this  mnd  being,  in  fact,  the  salt  and 
impervious  clay  on  which  tlie  southernmost  portion  of  the  town 
of  Cheltenham  at  this  moment  stands !  Geologists  go  on  to 
inform  us,  that  in  the  process  of  ages  there  occurred  a  mighty 
upheaving  of  the  northern  portion  of  this  scabbed,  and  that  thus, 
being  broken  as  it  were  into  two,  by  a  range  of  lofty  hills,  the 
lower  portion  of  the  sea  became  an  estuary,  running  upwards 
through  Gloucestershire,  Worcestershire,  and  Warwickshire,  from 
the  great  ocean  in  the  south. 

Standing  on  the  summit  of  this  hill,  at  the  spot  above 
"  The  Devil's  Chimney"  as  represented 
in  the  annexed  engraving,  the  fertile  vale 
below  gives  striking  evidence  of  these 
mighty  changes.  And  it  would  Seem  that 
in  the  coiurse  of  these  upheavings  there 
were  strong  and  ever-shifting  currents 
running  from  north  to  south,  and 
carrying  with  them  large  quantities  of 
debria,  some  of  which  lodged  itself  iu 
its  passage  in  the  quiet  bay  which  washed 
the  base  of  Leckhampton  Hill,  and  thus, 
these  currents  and  deposits  may  be  traced  the  beds  of  gravel 
which  occur   in  various  localities  in  the   neighbourhood,    and 
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to  the  same  causes  also,  as  well  as  to  the  action  of  the  waters 
upon  the  bases  of  the  adjoining  hills,  are  we  indebted  for  that 
accumulation  of  sand  which  exists  in  the  Cheltenham  Basin,  and 
through  which  percolates  a  never-failing  supply  of  water  for  the 
use  of  its  inhabitants  1 

It  is  indeed  somewhat  curious  to  reflect,  that  upon  this  now 
beautiful  spot,  where  a  noble  town  has  reared  itself — ^the 
renovator  of  health,  and  the  resort  of  fashion — there  should 
have  existed,  in  that  remote  era,  a  "  watering  place"  of  quite 
another  description — the  resort  of  beings  of  a  totally  diflPerent 
character  !  For  we  are  told  by  these  same  Greologists  that  mighty 
"  Elephants,  Hippopotami,  Bisons,  and  other  gigantic  mammalia, 
then  tenanted  these  regions,"  and  we  Tan  almost  fancy  that  at 
the  very  spot  where  we  are  now  inditing  this  sentence — where 
beauty,  wealth  and  fashion  "  love  to  congregate  " — ages  and  ages 
ago,  the  unwieldly  Hippopotamus  took  his  afternoon  bath  and 
wallowed  in  the  mud  !  while  the  ponderous  Elephant  browsed 
in  the  adjoining  forests !  and  herd$  of  Bisons  grazed  on  the 
,  surrounding  hills  I 


3 1  zed  b>  Google 


THE 


^tstotg  of  ©f)eltenf)am. 


CHAP,  I. 

THE  number  and  variety  of  relics  of  the  Britiah  race,  which 
have  from  time  to  time  been  locally  discovered,  demonstrate 
that  the  »ite  of  the  present  Town  of  Cheltenham  was  known  to 
the  Aboriginal  inhabitants  of  Britain.  It  must  have  been  a  spot 
fully  formed  by  nature  to  suit  that  military  and  pastoral  mixture 
of  life  which  their  own  native  writers  ascribe  to  them.  A  high 
elevation  of  earth  work  for  a  camp  in  time  of  threatened  invasion, 
and  a  verdant  vale  contiguous,  with  a  supply  of  water  for  cattle, 
were  what  these  primitive  people  required.  And  here  their  wants 
must  have  been  amply  supplied.  Surrounded  on  every  side  by 
lofty  hills  which  required  little  art  to  conve^^  into  fortresses, 
added  to  a  valley  watered  by  the  pure  stream  of  the  meandenn^ 
Chelt,  it  must  have  presented  every  inducement  to  the  rude 
Briton  to  make  it  the  place  of  his  abode.  The  adoption  of  such 
spots  as  a  settlement,  led  the  Roman  conqueror  in  after  ages  to 
apply  the  word  Dobuni,  as  a  designation,  proper  to  denote,  not 
only  the  habits  of  the  inhabitants,  but  the  geographical 
peculiarities  of  the  soil  which  they  occupied}  a  name  vrhich 
Martin  aflirms  is  derived  from  the  British  word  *'  DuflPen,"  which 
signifies  low  and  deep,  and  alludes  to  the  situation  of  those 
counties  which  consist  chiefly  of  plains  and  valleys,  and  sunk 
under  hills.  Fosbrooke  remarks  **  that  Barrows  adjacent,  are 
obvious  external  tests  discovered  by  simple  observation  ;  and 
that  there  were  such  settlements  connected  with  the  fortresses 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


10  HISTORY    OP    CHELTENHAM. 

mentioned  we  have  every  reason  to  suppose  from  analogy.  That 
Cheltenham  and  the  vale  in  the  general,  were  occupied  by  the 
Britons,  for  the  pasture  of  their  cattle,  is  not  only  a  presumption 
founded  upon  their  known  habits,  but  a  reasonable  inference 
from  the  Doomsday  accounts  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  era  and  the 
conclusions  drawn  from  it."  All  the  usual  appendages  of  a 
British  village — Barrows,  burial  places,  animal  bones,  coins, 
pottery,  and  defensive  weapons,  have  been  here  exhumed.  In 
the  town  ahd  the  land  winch  surrounds  it,  extending  to,  and 
including  the  adjoining  hills,  where  these  memorials  of  a 
Primitive  age  have  been  brought  to  light,  they  have  been  found  in 
several  instances  associated  with  Koman  and  Saxon  remains. 
This  proves  that  the  conqueror  occupied  the  home  of  the 
conquered,  an  act  which  led  to  the  gradual  formation  of  a  mixed 
race.  This  is  apparent  upon  exaibining  tha  construction  of  our 
local  encampment*.  Some  of  them  bear  evident  marks  of 
having  been  first  formed  by  the  Briton,  au'i  afterwards  rai^d  and 
enlarged  by  the  Koman.  W.  H.  Gomonde,  Esq.,  a  local 
gentleman  who  has  investigated  the  antiquities  of  the 
neighbourhood,  and  collected  many  valuable  relics  belonging  to 
the  town  and  environs,  enumerates  from  personal  observation 
the  remains  of  two  British  and  one  Saxon  village,  four  ancient 
bui'ial  places — ^British,  Roman  and  Saxon— ten  Barrows,  five 
encampments,  and  two  Koman  villas. 

At  intervals,  during  the  past  half  century,  discoveries  have 
been  made  which  prove  th'^  existence  of  a  British  burial  place 
in  nearly  the  centre  of  the  parish.  The  Old  Workhouse  lane 
led  to  a  spot  called  "  Paradise,"  where  were  located  a  few  cottages 
in  a  hollow,  surrounded  by  a  bank  by  which  flowed  the  Cheli . 
For  a  long  period  brick  making  was  carried  on  here,  and  as  the 
earth  was  excavated,  urns,  bones,  flint  arrow  heads,  and  the 
usual  contt^nts  of  a  Briton's  sepulchre  were  brought  to  light. 

This  last  resting  place  of  the  honoured  dead  was  of  the  rudest 
possible  character.  The  mound  of  earth,  formed  by  nature,  was 
hollowed  out,  and  upright  pieces  of  unhewn  stone  introduced. 
In  one  instance  a  kind  of  Cromlech  was  found  which  would  seem 
to  denote  that  it  contained  the  remains  of  a  person  of  note. 
This  was  discovered  in  July  1832.  It  was  formed  of  three 
upright  stoiujs,  making  the  three  sides  of  the  sepulchral  chamber, 
and  covered  with  a  massive  cap  stone.      **  Within  were  found 
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a  heap  of  broken  urna  tod  human  bodes  burnt,  atcnie  iraplementa, 
and  ftagtdenU  o£  personal  ornaments."  (Adams.)  Th«  cap 
stone  formed  a  portion  of  a  press  used  in  the  old  cider  mill  alt 
the  Knapp,  adjoining  where  it  was  exhunEied,  until  the  building 
was  taken  down,  when  it  was  purchased  by  the  late  Mr.  G.  H. 
JesS(^^  and  deposited  in  his  NuiBery  Gafdens  with  other  load 
antiijnities.  The  other  sepulchres  appear  to  hare  been  plaoed 
nearer  the  hills,  and  lurther  removed  from  the  town.  The  mar<^ 
of  improvenient  h^s  now  altered  the  spot  where  stood  the  on^ 
we  have  been  detailing.  In  184&,  the  present  Ghreat  Western 
Station  Was  erected  o?et  the  site,  and  in  otdet  to  niake  a  good 
approach  for  tnil&c,  the  ratine  was  filled  up  with  earth,  and  the 
iwiginal  character  of  the  locale  fbr  ever  obliterated* 

"  On  the  hills  at  Cheltenham  a  rather  low,  but  very  extensive 
ohlong  tnound,  overgrown  with  fir  trees,  was  a  few  years  ago 
acddently  dug  into  at  one  end,  and  a  small  Cromlech  was  brought 
to  light.  From  the  appearance  of  the  mound  we  are  justified  itt 
supposing  that  one  or  more  simikr  Cromlechea  yet  remain 
uncovered  in  the  parts  that  have  not  been  touched"  (Wright> 
1852.) 

"  To  the  East  is  a  field  still  remarkable  for  two  Barrows  of 
British  origin,  the  one  round,  the  other,  called  by  Sir  Eichard 
Hoare,  a  long  Barrow;  both  of  these  have  been  opened,  the 
^rmer  by  myself,  the  latter  by  Mr.  Lyscns.  The  firs  that 
cirown  the  top  of  the  long  Barrow,  are  visible  from  the  Roman 
Villa,  allowing  the  Boman  inhabitant  to  have  gratified  his  pride 
with  a  retrospect  of  the  fonntr  prowess  of  his  countrymen.** 
..."  Under  is  a  bronze  fibula,  found  near  the  British  Village 
under  Cleeve  Camp ;"  .  .  .  (the  fibula  was  similar  to  the 
brooch  now  in .  use  by  ladies.)  ,  .  .  "  British  ccnn^ 
Boadicea,  or  Boduni,  and  two  others"  (Gomonde,  1849.) 

"Fortunately,  a  tradition  has  been  preserved,  which,  by 
inviti«%  investigation,  has  led  to  the  discovery  of  a  British  and 
Boman  British  settlem^t,  which  was  the  direct  predecessor 
of  Cheltenham,  it  being  the  custom  to  remove  the  place  of 
i^idence  to  ndghbouting  valleys,  for  the  greater  convenience  of 
water.  The  Warcescome  about  Withington  stood  in  a  field,  now 
cjalled  by  coi*ruption,  Wycombe.  Remains  of  black  pottery  have 
been  found.  A  oirck  also  appears,  and  Ivithiti  this  spot 
excavations  were  itade,  aind  stones  were  found,  cut  and  worked 
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into  heads,  as  if  they  had  belonged  to  the  frieze  of  a  Temple. 
In  a  quarry,  not  far  off,  were  discovered  the  bones  of  a  Briton, 
the  brass  of  a  shield,  six  inches  in  diameter,  and  the  head  of  a 
spear,  seventeen  inches  in  the  blade,  and  nine  inches  in  the 
socket.  A  hearth  of  floor  known  to  be  an  appendage  of  British 
settlements,  was  also  found.  In  November,  1824, 1  visited  the 
site,  in  company  with  W.  Lawrence,  Esq.,  of  Sandywell  Park. 
The  spear  and  brass,  as  well  as  numerous  other  coins  found 
there,  are  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Lawrence"  (Fosbrooke.) 

The  place  where  the  adaptation  of  the  British  encampment  by 
the  Komans  may  be  best  studied,  is  at  Not*Jngham  Hill.  J.  F. 
Peacey,  Esq.,  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Presoott,  who  resides  near 
this  spot,  has  frequently  found  British  coffins  and  coins,  and 
also  Roman  coins  in  the  encampment.  The  steepest  part  of  the 
hill  is  now  being  excavated  for  stone,  and  the  original  mound 
of  the  Britons,  and  the  superstructure  of  the  Boraans,  pre  laid 
bare  to  view.  Portions  of  the  bones  of  a  Briton,  and  also  a 
lance  head,  and  a  coin  of  Boduni,  were  obtained  by  the  author 
from  the  lower  mound  of  the  hill  in  July,  1844,  which  had 
been  rendered  loose  by  the  labours  of  the  quarry  man. 

At  length  came  the  decline  of  the  Primitive  race  and  tljeir 
subjugation,  and  ultimate  amalgamation  with  a  future  generation. 
The  defeat  of  Caractacus,  the  renowned  British  Chief,  paved  the 
way  for  the  establishment  of  the  Boman  power  among  the 
Pobuni,  and  afterwards  generally  throughout  the  Island.  This 
event  occurred  about  half  a  century  after  the  beginning  of  the 
Christian  era.  Erom  this  period  the  local  occupants  were  Eomans, 
and  so  long  were  they  residents  that  there  is  hardly  a  nook  in 
our  vicinity  where  the  spade  or  the  plough  has  not  turned  up 
some  archaeological  treasure  of  the  civilizers  of  the  West. 

The  Eomans  having  been  successful  in  defeating  the  Britons 
on  their  own  shores,  the  latter  were  obliged  to  retreat  inland. 
Togodumnus  appears  to  have  had  the  government  of  affairs  of 
that  portion  of  the  British  who  lived  in  this  district,  and  being 
a  person  highly  obnoxious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Roman  general, 
Plautious,  that  brave  man  in  43  attacked  the  British  array  and 
completely  routed  them  from  this  county.  The  Romans  took 
possession  of  all  the  encampments  of  the  surrounding  hills,  and 
enlarged,  altered,  and  generally  converted  them  into  Roman 
military  stations.     The  additions  made  by  the  last  occupiers  show 
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gfedt  Cafe  £iucl  dalition  in  securing  watch  towers  anid  pcrsts,  and 
they  may  be  easily  disceraed,  even  upon  a  cfursory  inspection. 

We  hate  now  completed  a  review  of  the  British  period  as  it 
has  been  developed  by  the  local  discoveries  that  have  been  made/ 
We  have  been  speaking  of  the  first  known  occupants  of  this 
idand,  and  feel  impressed  with  the  social  and  domestic  virtues 
and  indomitable  courage  which  they  manifested.  They  lived 
where  we  now  live  ages  before  the  glorious  light  of  Cnristianity 
was  kindled.  When  we  contemplate  the  fragments  of  their 
heathen  altars  which  lie  scattered  around  us,  we  are  reminded 
of  the  scenes  enacted,  when  the  priest  and  the  people  gathered 
together  to  offer  sacrifice.  These  rude  memorials  may  have  met 
the  eye  of  the  first  apostles  of  our  faith  as  they  journeyed  hither 
from  Gloucester  in  their  pilgrimage  of  proselytism.  The  coins 
of  that  bravest  of  all  British  Queens-**Boadicea,  (collected  by 
Mr.  Gomonde),  which  are  found  in  the  neighbourhood,  recall  ta 
memory  the  native  military  skill  which  our  primitive  ancestors 
possessed.  They  tell  us  of  the  time  when  the  Briton,  at  the 
sound  of  wars  alarm,  hastily  fled  from  his  pastoral  abode  on  the 
hanks  of  the  Chelt,  and  ascended  to  bis  camp  on  the  nearest  hill, 
there  to  prepare  to  defend  his  native  home  from  the  attack  of  a 
foreign  power.  The  imagination  may  conjure  up  from  their  local 
graves  the  shades  of  these  departed  children  of  nature,  whose 
forms  were  once  witnessed.  We  may  fancy  we  see  the  array  of 
Eome  marching  on  the  site  of  our  town,  headed  vdth  the 
glittering  eagle,  and  threatening  captivity  or  death  to  all  who 
dared  to  oppose  their  progress.  The  British  camps  around  us 
speak  their  testimony  to  the  fact  that  the  invaders  from  the 
classic  city,  gained  not  their  victory,  except  after  a  long  and  brave 
struggle  on  the  part  of  the  Briton  to  defend  the  land  of  his  births 
But  the  conqueror  and  the  conquered  have  long  since  passed 
away,  and  after  a  lapse  of  eighteen  hundred  years  the  inhabitants 
of  Cheltenham  may,  by  studying  the  local  relics  that  have  been 
upturned,  compare  the  past  with  the  present,  and  perceive  that 
the  Briton  has  "  given  place  to  another  race  of  probably  more 
enduring  power  and  grandeur ;  and  an  age  of  greater  peace  and 
light  has  happily  succeeded,  wherein  the  mists  of  superstition 
are  dispelled,  and  the  usages  of  barbarism  abandoned,  and  it  is  our 
more  fortunate  lot  to  speculate  upon  those  which  once  might  have 
claimed  us  for  their  subjects  or  their  victims"  (Thompson.) 
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CHAP.  II. 

VL^t  Homan  ^eriotL 

EOMAN  pow^r,  laws,  oustoms,  and  manners,  had  a  local  reign 
extending  over  a  period  of  four  hundred  years.  Yestiges 
of  our  Koman  forelathers'  eareative  genius  and  architectural 
abib'ties,  still  remain  on  the  spot  which  they  formerly  occupied, 
after  a  lapse  of  ten  centuries.  The  fashionable  and  wealthy 
residents  of  Cheltenham  daily  promenade  on  the  same  ground 
th^t  was  onoe  tilled  by  the  first  conquerors  of  the  primeval  race, 
and  bene£^th  their  feet  they  tread  upon  entombed  monuments  of 
Boman  ingenuity.  Like  their  British  predecessors,  the  Romans 
selected  the  watered  valley  for  cultivating  the  art  of  agricultural, 
with  a  contiguous  upland  mound  for  military  purposes.  This 
locality  must  h^ve  exactly  suited  their  habits.  It  is  therefore 
not  a  matter  of  surprise  that  so  many  discoveries  of  this  onoe 
powerful  nation  should  have  been  found,  (and  still  continue  to 
be  found),  m  Cheltenham  and  its  vicinity.  The  spot,  ever  fertile, 
piust  have  presented  attractions  which  strongly  recommended  it 
as  a  station.  The  Bomans,  as  a  matter  of  conveni^ice,  did  not 
repair  to  hills  and  fortresses  except  in  cases  of  emergency. 
Their  favourite  places  were  gentle  knolls,  commanding  the 
adjacent  v^Uay,  surrounded  at  a  good  distance  h^  heights,  by 
which  they  re<»ived  communicaticms  and  the  earliest  intelligence. 
If,  in  ioiagination,  we  carry  ourselves  back  to  tl^  time  when  no 
iQodern  dwellipgs  studded  the  locality,-TTrwhen  from  the  hills 
ground  wa^  to  bei  seen  one  continued  plain,  watered  by  the  purly 
stream  of  the  Chelt,  we  can  form  an  idea  of  how  wdl  the  site 
qf  the  prosei^t  "  Queen  of  Watering  Plaoes"  must  have  been 
fitted  for  the  mode  c^  life  practised  by  the  sturdy  Homan. 
*^  Iq  selecting  a  site  for  their  eneampments,  there  is  notl^ng  that 
tj^e  Somu^  seenn  to  have  had  a  g|»ater  regard  to,  than  the 
opnveni^^fie  of  a  river"  (Horeley).  Another  reason  why  the 
place  was  90  wdl  adapted  for  their  pnrpose  was  the  eontiguity  of 
the  main  iQftda*    "  Immediately  on  daadkis  j^aimng  a  footug 
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in  this  country,  he  set  about  the  formation  of  grand  military 
roads,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  his  troops  and  baggage,  and 
he  built  a  chain  of  fortresses  along  the  line  of  the  brow  of  the 
Cottswold  Hills*'  (Lysons,  Romans  in  Gloucestershire)  The 
local  Eoman  roads  exist  to  this  day  in  a  most  excellent  state  of 
preservation.  The  "  Ermine  Street,'*  or  the  great  highway  which 
communicated  Gloucester  and  Cirencester  (the  two  chief  cities  at 
that  time)  with  London,  passes  through  Witcomb  and  Birdlip, 
and  according  to  Wright,  bad  branch  roads  connecting  it  with 
our  own  local  encampments.  The  then  inhabitants  could  also 
travel  south  and  north.  The  Fossway  passed  through  Cirencester 
and  the  Cottswolds  to  Scotland.  The  lokneild  Street  traversed 
the  county  and  formed  a  route  for  marching  into  Wales.  Other 
roads  united  with  Lincoln  in  the  north,  and  Exeter  in  the  West, 
so  that  every  facility  was  afforded  for  the  means  of  transit  in 
case  of  sudden  attack  from  an  invading  army. 

The  coins  that  have  been  brought  to  light  belong  to  some  of 
the  earliest  as  well  as  to  the  latest  of  Roman  Emperors.  This 
proves  that  the  soil  upon  which  the  now  fashionable  town  of 
Cheltenham  is  situate,  was  occupied  by  Pagan  Romans  as  early 
as  half  a  century  after  the  Christian  era.  In  1 8 1 6,  while  forming 
a  drain  beneath  the  Arched-buildings,  in  the  High-street,  the 
workmen  found  two  Roman  urns,  filled  with  ashes,  and  many 
coins.  In  July,  1818,  when  some  labourers  w^e  digging  a  hole 
for  the  reception  of  a  post  near  the  turnpike  gate  in  the  Bath-road, 
they  met  with  a  perfect  jar,  containing,  it  is  conjectured,  about 
a  tliousand  Roman  copper  and  silver  coins,  bearing  impressions  oi 
different  Epperors,  and  other  devices.  In  1$45,  a  very  perfect 
second  brass  coin  of  Constantine,  having  on  its  obverse  a 
representation  of  Romulus  and  Remus  sucking  a  wolf,  was  dug 
up  in  the  market  garden  adjoining  Sir  Cornwallis  Rickett's 
residence,  "  The  Elms,"  and  on  the  site  of  the  present  Church 
of  England  Training  College.  Along  with  it  was  found  a 
gigantic  tooth  of  a  horse.  I>uring  the  past  twenty-six  years  the 
author  has  collected  eighty-three  Roman  coins  which  have  been 
discovered  during  excavations  for  building  purposes  in  various 
parts  of  the  town.  Mr.  Gomonde  gives  the  annexed  lists  of 
the  names  of  the  Jlmperor  and  Empress  which  occur  on  the 
coins  found  at  Cheltenham  in  his  possession  mp  to  the  year  1849. 
On  reference  to  them  it  will  be  seen  that  ^ey  include  Claudius, 
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V9hO  reigned  thirty  years,  and  the  tyrant  Nero  who  reigned  fifty 
years  alter  the  Birth  of  Christ.  Thus  clearly  demonstrating  the 
early  occupancy  of  our  locale  by  the  invaders  of  Britain « 
"  Antonia,  Claudius,  Nero,  Julia  Titi,  Domitian,  Hadrian, 
Antoninus  Pius,  Gallienus,  Victorinus,  Tetricus,  Maximianus, 
Helena,  Theodora,  Carausius,  AUectus,  Licinius,  Constantinus 
mag,  Ditto  gur,  Constaus,  Constantius,  Fausta,  Crispus, 
Delmatius,  Julianus  apos,  Valentinianus,  Valeus,  Gratianus." 

At  the  rear  of  Bays  Hill  Terrace,  at  that  point  of  the  Chelt 
which  is  now  crossed  by  a  wooden  bridge,  have  been  found 
the  remains  of  a  Yilla  rustica,  with  its  bath,     '^voui  the  earliest 
date  down  to  the  present  day  this  spot  has  been  called  '*  The 
Cold  Bath,"   in  consequence  of  a  local  tradition  respecting  its 
Boman  origin.     The  works  of  our  forefathers  appear  not  to  have 
become  useless  in  this  case  until  the  last  few  years,  for  there  are 
inhabitants  who  can  yet  remember  when  the  Bath  was  publicly 
used.     About  twenty  years  since,  Mr.  Johnson,  the  owner  of 
some  adjacent  property,  erected  a  house  upon  a  portion  of  the 
old  ruins,  and  the  banks  of  the  river  being  raised  at  the  same 
time,  the  villa  and  its  hypocaust  for  ever  disappeared  from  view. 
During  the  progress  of  these  improvements  many  coins,  bath 
tiles,  tesselated  pavement,  and  portions  of  pottery,  were  dug  up, 
and  are  preserved  by  the  author  and  other  residents.     From 
the  following  account  in  a   Cheltenham  guide,  published  in 
1781,  it  would  appear  that  this  bath  had  been  in  general  use. 
"  At  a  distance  of  between  two  and  three  hundred  yards  from 
the  Long  Boom,  are  the  remains  of  a  Cold  Bath,  close  beside 
the  Chelt,  and  originally  supplied  from  its  stream,  which  for 
many  years  was  much  resorted  to.*'     In  1847,  one  of  the  most 
important  of  our  new  drives  was  formed  out  of  a  very  ancient 
lane*     This  was  **  Hale's  Koad,'*  so  named  to  commemorate  the 
name  of  the  originator  of  the  scheme,  Mr.  C.  Hale,  who  was  then 
the  parish  surveyor.    During  the  excavations  a  number  of  Koman 
coins  were  turned  up  by  the  workmen,  including  several  Caesers, 
and  one  of  the  Emperor  Claudius,  all  of  which  are  in    the 
possession  of  Mr.  Hale.     The  abundance  of  coins  belonging  to 
Claudius,    which    occur,    may    be    accounted    for    from    the 
circumstance  of  that  Emperor  having  possessed  himself  of  this 
part  of  the  county,  first  capturing  the  British  city  of  Gloucester. 
Counsel,  in  his  "  History  of  Gloucester,"  bears  this  testimony 
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to  tte  pop^arKy  of  ooe  perhaps  of  the  earliest  local  heathen 
talers  ^  **  His  great  mod^^tion  and  kindness  to  the  conquered 
natives^  while  among  them,  raised  him  to  ^  high  a  degree  of 
estimation,  that  they  erected  a  temple  to  his  honour,  and 
worshiped  him  as  a  god.^' 

'^  On  l\iesday)  the  28th>  «s  some^bourers  were  digging  a  hole 
for  the  reception  of  a  post^  near  the  new  Chelt^ham  Turnpike, 
they  found  an  anti^Qe  jar,  containing  many  hundreds  of  Eoman 
coins,  mostly  copper,  bearing  impressions  of  different  Emperors 
and  o<iier  devices.  The  jar  is  capable  of  holding  nearly  half  a 
gallon,  and  the  whole  of  its  curious  contents  are  in  the  possession 
of  a  lady  in  our  neighbourhood  {CkeUenham  Chronicle^  August 
€,  1818.) 

In  the  spaee  t)f  ground  which  lies  between  the  present  Great 
Western  Station  «nd  the  course  of  the  Chelt,  and  adjoining  the 
spot  ^ere  British  and  Eoman  relics  have  been  found,  are  proofs 
cf  its  haying  been  used  as  a  burial  place.  From  the  united 
testimony  of  several  inhabitants,  during  the  process  of  brick* 
making,  about  forty  years  ago,  the  finding  of  what  the  workmen 
termed  *'  k>ng>chests,'^  containing  bones,  glass  bottles,  vases,  and 
coins,  wne  of  frequent  occurrence.  These  were  Boman  coffins, 
and  being  made  of  lead,  were  of  some  intrinsic  value,  and  found 
a  ready  purchaser  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Gore,  a  plumber,  then 
reading  in  the  town.  From  one  of  the  brickmakers  employed 
on  this  spot  the  author  recovered  several  of  the  coins  found, 
together  with  a  curious  ring^case  formed  by  first  joining  a 
number  of  pieces  of  money  together,  and  then  perforating  a  hole 
in  the  centre.  The  most  legible  of  the  coins  is  one  of 
Oonsttntious,  who  died  in  the  year  S06,  an  Emperor  celebrated 
for  his  militaiy  daring,  and  for  his  giving  his  kingdom  to  his 
two  wives  in  sueeessioo — the  Empresses  Helena  and  Theodora. 
About  the  samepmod  of  time,  stone  cofins,  containing  bones, 
were  found  in  property  adjoining,  then  occupied  by  Mr.  Weaver, 
as  a  market  giffdea.    These  were  probably  'Eloman  or  Daijish, 

From  the  facts  which  we  have  now  detailed,  it  will  appe^'lhat 
Cheltenham  was  known  to  the  Ancient  Britons,  and  also  to  the 
Bomans,  and  that  it  must  have  be^  a  place  of  occasional 
re^dence  with  both  of  those  ancient  races.  This  opinion  is 
confirmed  by  the  fact,  that  there  is  not  a  village  which 
SQRoonds  the  town  butr  which  bears  evident  marks  of  having  been 
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once  oocttpied  either  by  Britons  or  Komans.  The  number, 
indeed,  of  remains  of  this  period  which  have,  from  time  to  time, 
bsen  dug  up  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth  within  five  or  six 
miles  around  Cheltenham,  is  truly  remarkable ;  and  considering 
the  former  obscurity  of  the  town,  and  the  absence  of  a  local 
press  up  to  the  year  1809,  when  the  Cheltenham  Chronicle  was 
established — a  time  when  excavations  were  going  on  for  building 
purposes  and  general  improvements — we  doubt  not  but  that  very 
many  discoveries  have  been  made  which  have  never  been 
recorded. 

On  Leckhampton  Hill  there  is  a  largi  fortress,  situate  on  that 
side  facing  the  Manor  House,  and  so  exceedingly  steep  as  to  be 
almost  unassailable.  Marks  of  fire  have  been  traced  in  different 
parts  of  the  embankment,  and  in  June,  1844,  in  the  road  leading 
to  it,  were  discovered  a  part  of  a  helmet,  with  some  human  bones 
and  portions  of  pottery.  Oleeve  Hill  has  a  double  entrenchment, 
traceable  in  the  form  of  an  irregular  crescent  for  more  than 
800  yards  along  the  summit.  This  seems  to  be  about  180  yards 
from  one  acute  angle  to  another,  and  about  100  yards  from 
one  obtuse  angle  to  the  other.  It  is  on  the  brow  of  the  hill, 
which  is  steep  enough  to  be  a  sufficient  defence  to  it,  and  there 
seems  to  have  been  an  entrance  from  the  vale.  On  the  other 
side  it  is  defended  by  two  banks  and  ditches.  The  outward 
bank  is  low,  and  the  ditch  not  deep.  The  situation  of  this 
fortress  is  very  remarkable.  In  approaching  it,  the  ground 
falls  almost  everywhere  towards  the  outer  ditch,  and  at  the 
distance  of  half  a  bow  shot  from  it,  a  person  may  see  the  area 
over  the  bank ;  while  about  200  yards  to  the  eastward,  there  is  a 
spot  of  high  ground  which  probably  was  the  watch  tower.  The 
largest  and  most  extensive  post  was  on  the  projection  of 
Nottingham  Hill,  across  which  two  banks  and  ditches  are  made : 
the  station  was  safely  defended  by  two  banks  at  equal  distances 
around  the  hill.  The  other  camps  of  the  locality,  are  Churchdown 
HiJl,  Painswick  Beacons,  Witcomb  Hillock,  Bredon  Hill,  and 
Crickley  Hill. 

•' A  tesselated  pavement  has  been  discovered  at  Withington, 
in  this  neighbourhood,  of  about  eleven  feet  by  five  feet ;  the 
pieces  under  two  inches  in  size,  and  about  an  inch  thick." 
{Cheltenham  Chronicle,  Sep.  20,  1810.) 

From    the    same    authority    we  learn  that  in  1811,  were 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


th£  boman  period.  19 

"discovered  at  Cleeve  two  large  earthen  pots,  which  on 
examination  contained  a  considerable  quantity  of  coin.  They 
proved  to  be  gold  and  silver  coins  of  several  Roman  Emperors. 
The  gold  coins  are  of  the  Emperors  Valerian,  one  of  Valentinian, 
Grantian,  and  Theodosius.  The  silver  coins  are  those  of 
Constantius,  Julian,  Valentinian,  Gratian,  and  Theodosis.  The 
man  has  acknowledged  that  he  found  one  hundred  of  the  gold 
ones,  the  silver  ones  most  probably  greatly  exceeded  that  number." 
Mrs.  Tuberville,  Charlton  House,  was  a  persevering  collector 
of  Eomao  antiquities.  After  that  lady's  decease  in  1844,  her 
unrivalled  collection  was  sold  and  distributed  to  all  parts  of 
Europe.  It  contained  a  large  number  and  variety  of  Eoman 
coins,  tesselated  pavements,  jars  and  other  vestiges  that  had 
at  various  times  been  dug  up  in  Cheltenham  and  its  immediate 
vicinity.  The  tesselated  pavement  usually  found  is  composed  of 
pieces  of  a  quarter  of  an  inch  square.  A.nd  as  a  proof  Low  the 
Komans  could  adapt  themselves  to  manufacture  in  a  foreign 
soil,  it  has  been  proved  by  an  eminent  geologist,  Mr.  Buckman, 
that  thfr  materials  which  they  used  in  forming  the  tessellse  were 
all  obtained  from  the  earth  around  their  dwellings,  which  was 
coloured  without  artificial  aid-^"all  produced  from  Oolite 
freestones.  The  slate  colours  are  likewise  varied,  yet  all  from 
different  coloured  layers  of  Lias  rock"  (Buckman  and  Newmarch. 
The  local  paper  during  the  year  1818,  has  recorded  the  finding 
of  other  relics.  "  Another  antique  apartment  has  been  found 
this  week  adjoining  the  former  discoveries  of  Sir  W.  Hicks,  of 
Whitcomb  Paik,  this  room  is  considerably  larger  than  the  former, 
and  it  is  thought  to  contain  many  curious  proofs  of  ingenuity 
and  magnificence."  The  late  Thomas  Henney,  Esq.,  and  Mr. 
Cossens'  the  Post-Master,  are  mentioned  as  having  found  Eoman 
coins  on  the  London  Road  Sireford  and  Whittington  are 
alluded  to  as  spots  where  discoveries  have  been  made,  and  where 
further  excavations  are  intended.  The  adjoining  village  oi 
Whittington  was  also  found  to  be  a  Roman  Station.  **  In 
ploughing  up  a  field  a  most  beautiful  tessellated  pavement  was 
discovered,  the  site  of  a  Villa  has  been  ascertained,  seven  rooms 
have  been  traced,  and  the  pavement  appears  decorated  with  rude 
designs  and  drawings  in  perfect  preservation.  Mr.  Lysons,  the 
celebrated  antiquary,  who  has  seen  the  whole,  it  is  thought  will 
publish  a  description  of  it"  {Cheltenham  Chronicle, Z\i\.y  1 1, 181 1). 
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In  the  village  of  Whittington,  not  far  distant  from  the  scene 
of  the  last  Villa,  a  similar  building  was  brought  to  light  in  the 
previous  year.  **  In  1810,  a  discovery  was  made  at  Whittington, 
and  the  articles  found  are  preserved  in  the  British  Museum. 
This  Villa  was  accidentally  brought  to  light  while  ploughing  a 
field,  the  property  of  H.  M.  Brooke,  Esq.  On  excavating  the 
whole  of  the  spot,  a  villa  was  traced,  150  ft.  in  length,  containing 
seven  diflferent  rooms,  the  pavements  of  which  were  ornamented 
with  drawings,  in  most  excellent  preservation,  representing 
Neptune,  the  God  of  the,  ocean,  Orpheus,  the  God  of  music 
and  animals,  birds,  fishes,  &c.  An  hypocaust,  or  bath,  with 
its  appendages,  similar  to  those  at  Witcomb,  was  also  found." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Archaeological  Society  in  1845,  there 
was  read  "  a  report  of  excavations  made  by  two  of  the  members 
in  certain  of  the  gravel  pits  on  Leckhampton  Hill,  in  which  have 
been  discovered  fragments  of  ancient  pottery,  supposed  to  be 
Roman,  and  extensive  remains  of  bones,  &c.,  deposited  in 
trenches  or  layers  at  depths  below  the  surface,  varying  from 
three  to  six  feet.  Among  the  objects  produced,  as  found  in  the 
excavations  described  in  fiie  memoir  read^  vvere  a  highly  curious 
horse's  bit,  precisely  similar  to  that  figured  in  the  21st  vol.  of 
the  Archaeologica ;  and  a  portion  of  a  spear  or  javelin-head ;  the 
former  is  in  a  remarkably  perfect  state,  but  the  latter  very  much 
coroded." 

The  most  recent  discovery  of  a  building  was  made  in  1849, 
by  Mr.  Gomonde,  in  connection  with  another  resident  anti- 
quarian, Captain  Bell.  This  was  the  excavation  of  a  Bomau 
Villa  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Chandler,  at  Dry  Hill — ^that  verdant 
mound  which  faces  the  town  of  Cheltenham  on  the  Shurdington 
side,  and  locally  called  **  The  Crippets."  This  additional  fact 
offers  such  a  practical  illustration  of  the  prevalence  of  Bom^n 
residences  so  near  our  Borough  that  we  purpose  putting  on  record 
the  particulars  concerning  it.  The  narrative  that  follows  was 
written  by  Mr.  Gomond^  for  private  distribution,  and  is  from , 
a  copy  presented  to  the  author. 

'*  The  name  of  the  farm  on  which  our  villa  lies,  is  called 
the  Dry  Hill,  and  is  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Chandler, 
who  had  noticed  that  the  plough  frequently  struck  something 
which  appeared  to  be  a  portion  of  a  wall,  on  passing  oyer  a 
particular  part  of  the  field.     With  a  view  to  ascertain  what  the 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THE   BOMAN    PERIOD.  21 

impediment  might  be,  he  caused  an  excavation  to  be  made,  and 
discovered,  what  turned  out  to  be  a  Eoman  bath." 

"We  first  commenced  by  clearing  out  the  bath,  and  found  the 
interior  lined  with  stucco,  several  inches  thick,  of  a  reddish 
colour,  and  composed  of  pounded  brick  mixed  with  mortar, 
which,  may  at  one  time  have  received  a  good  polish ;  similar 
stucco  is  to  be  seen  in  the  cold  bath  at  Witcombe.  The  length 
within  the  walls  is  10  feet  6  inches,  the  breadth  4  feet  1  inch ; 
at  one  end  was  a  raised  seat,  which  had  been  filled  with  clay  and 
smoothed  over,  and  then  covered;  at  a  later  period  a  waU  had 
been  inserted  in  the  middle  of  the  bath ;  the  seat  at  the  end 
of  the  bath  is  now  hollow,  showing  the  supporting  wall,  the  clay, 
&c.,  having  been  removed,  and  thus  the  bath  seems  to  have  two 
walls :  the  bottom  also  appears,  at  the  same  time,  when  the 
middle  wall  was  inserted,  to  have  been  flagged  with  slabs  of 
freestone,  a  hole  arched  over  was  made  for  allowing  the  waste 
water  to  escape  on  the  north  side :  even  with  tbe  wall  was  a 
shallow  channel  for  allowing  water  to  run  into  the  bath. 

"  The  bath  communicated  with  the  hypocaust,  by  means  of  a 
passage,  with  a  solid  floor,  laid  with  sandstone,  many  of  tho 
pieces  remaining  in  situ.  The  upper  floor  of  the  hypocaust  was 
quite  destroyed,  the  basis  of  the  piers  that  supported  it  were  in 
many  cases  in  tolerable  preservation  and  consisted  of  square 
tiles  laid  in  cement ;  fragments  of  the  large  tiles  that  had 
connected  the  piers  together  were  discovered,  as  also  portions 
of  the  flues  for  conveying  heated  air  into  the  upper  chamber — in  • 
other  respects  time  and  the  plough  had  utterly  destroyed  it  on 
the  outside.  On  the  north  east  was  a  small  chamber  3  feet  9 
inches  by4  feet,  with  the  use  of  which  I  am  not  acquainted : 
within  were  found  fragments  of  a  large  vase,  a  foot  in  diameter 
at  the  mouth,  and  an  iron  stylus^  the  hypocaust  communicated 
with  a  small  chamber,  through  the  centre  of  which  passed  the 
great  flue  leading  from  the  prsefumiuin.  At  the  south  east  side 
of  this  chamber  were  two  walls  almost  close  to  each  other. 

"  The  next  room  is  27  feet  by  16  feet  8  inches,  the  floor  was 
quite  destroyed,  the  clay  on  which  the  bricks  were  laid  only 
remaining :  one  portion  of  brick  was  here  found  having  the 
letters  PRO  stamped  on  it,  other  fragments  were  also  found, 
perhaps  from  the  floor ;  underneath  the  clay  were  lai^e  flues 
arched  over,  having  stucco  floors,   dividing  the  chamber  at 
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right  angles,  and  arched  over  with  mortar :  the  insides  of  these 
flues  are  fiill  of  charred  wood  and  coal.  It  was  likely  that  this 
chamber  was  the  kitchen,  as  also  the  room  set  apart  for  the 
servants. 

"  The  next  room  was  26  feet  6  inches  long,  and  had  a  floor  of 
pounded  brick  and  mortar.  At  the  east  side  was  found  a  large 
stone,  used  perhaps  as  a  hearth  stone. 

"  The  next  room  had  originally  been  30  feet  5  inches  long,  with 
a  floor  similar  to  that  last  described ;  but  at  a  subsequent  period 
another  smaller  chamber  had  been  inserted,  the  walls  of  which 
were  laid  on  the  original  floor,  and  a  passage  left  to  the  east, 
communicating  with  the  ciyptoporticus  of  this  small  chamber. 
Under  the  floor  which  had  been  broken  through,  were  found 
coins  of  third  brass,  of  the  following  Emperors — Constantino 
mag.  Licinius,  Grispus,  Valens :  these  coins  being  found  in  this 
position  will,  I  conceive,  give  the  exact  date  of  the  erection 
of  the  villa;  in  the  north  comer  of  the  room  were  found, 
inserted  under  the  floor,  two  urns,  the  one  black,  the  other  red, 
both  when  found  were  empty ;  the  black  one  was  much  broken, 
the  red  one  quite  perfect,  the  mouth  of  this  latter  had  a  stone 
over  it. 

"  Returning  to  the  passage,  and  entering  the  cryptoporticus  to 
the  right,  we  enter  a  narrow  room  18  feet  by  10  feet,  having 
the  angles  towards  the  west  rounded  oflP.  The  floor  of  this  room 
is  of  a  reddish  colour,  composed  of  pounded  brick  mixed  with 
mortar,  as  was  also  the  floor  of  the  next  chamber,  which  I 
consider  the  dining  room  for  the  master  of  the  villa ;  this  must 
have  been  a  charming  little  chamber ;  its  dimensions  are  20  feet 
by  16  feet,  in  its  original  state  it  had  been  stuccoed  and 
painted  as  we  discovered  by  the  fragments  mixed  with  rubbish 
in  the  course  of  excavation.  The  colours  were  green,  blue,  and 
red  of  various  shades,  some  of  which  were  of  extreme  delicacy 
of  tint.  The  aspect  being  south  and  west,  we  may  fairly 
conclude  it  was  warm  all  the  year  through,  and  the  view  towards 
the  west  could  not  be  surpassed  for  extent  and  beauty;  the 
place  where  the  table  was  placed  is  raised  a  few  inches  from  the 
ground,  and  was  8  feet  8  inches  wide,  covered  with  the  same 
stucco  as  the  rest  of  the  floor ;  close  to  this,  in  a  small  hole 
filled  with  bones  and  charcoal,  I  found  a  coin  of  Valentinian. 
This  chamber  appears  to  have  had  a  door,  formed  of  a  large  slab 
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of  free-stone.  In  the  corner  of  the  cryptoporticus,  was  another 
laige  hearthstone :  not  far  from  this  were  found  the  fragments 
of  a  mill-stone,  and  also  the  base  of  a  column,  and  a  portion  of 
the  handle  of  a  glass  liquor  bottle.  Hie  wall  between  the 
eryptoporticos  and  the  north  chambers  was  120  feet  long ;  the 
breadth  between  the  walls  of  the  porticus  was  six  feet  six  inches. 
On  the  outside  of  the  villa,  about  the  centre  of  the  porticus,  was 
discovered  the  base  of  what  may  have  been  a  porch  :  this  formed 
the  entrance  to  the  villa  from  the  garden — (hortus)  ;  which  latter 
had  a  gravel  walk  leading  from  the  porch,  dividing  it  into  two 
equal  parts.  The  walk  appears  to  have  been  protected  on 
each  side  by  border  stones ;  one  of  which  was  found  in  situ. 
The  whole  villa  had  originally  been  roofed  over  with  stone  tiles 
of  a  diamond  form — quantities  of  which  were  found  lying  about 
in  all  directions.  A  stone  trough  was  also  found,  of  irregular 
form,  hewn  out  of  a  solid  block  of  freestone :  it  is  still  used 
for  its  original  purpose — -to  hold  water,  and  may  be  seen  in  the 
comer  of  Mr.  Chandler's  farm  yard"  (Gomonde  ) 

After  having  been  cpnnected  with  the  county  for  upwards  of 
four  centuries,  the  architects  of  these  beautiful  monuments  of  art 
for  ever  departed  from  the  scene  of  their  labours.  The  Eoman 
power  gradually  declined  in  consequence  of  the  migrations  of 
the  people  homewards  to  defend  their  native  land  from  foreign 
foes.  The  Saxons,  taking  advantage  of  the  defenceless  state 
of  the  country,  made  attacks  at  different  times,  and  took 
possession  of  portions  of  land,  until,  by  degrees,  they  became 
masters  of  the  entire  island.  It  appears  that  this  part  of 
Britain  was  conquered  in  the  sixth  century.  "  In  577,  Claivlin 
and  his  brother  Cuthwine,  defeated  the  Homans  in  a  great 
battle  at  Derham,  in  Gloucestershire,  and  obtained  possession  of 
the  three  great  Boman  cities  of  Glevum,  Corinium,  and  AqusB 
Solis,  which  became  known  to  the  Saxons  by  the  name  of 
Gleo-ceaster  (Gloucester),  Cyrenceaster,  (Cirencester),  and 
Bathan-easter  (Bath)"  (Wright.) 

After  this  event  the  footprints  of  Eonmn  skill  and  power 
for  ever  disappear.  The  kingdom  was  divided  into  an  Heptarchy, 
the  largest  and  most  important  one  being  the  West,  which 
included  this  part  of  the  county.  Saxon  laws,  customs,  and 
rules,  now  supplanted  what  had  been  established  for  centuries. 
"To  our  contact  with  the   Boman  power   we  are  indebted, 
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perhaps,  for  an  earlier  amocmt  of  ei¥ilization  than  anj  other 
part  of  England,  It  is  not  a  tittle  singular  how  fond  the 
Eomans  were  of  Gloucestershire,  iot  out  of  about  S0&  parishes^ 
of  which  omr  County  now  oon^ts,  Boman  remains  haye  been 
found  in  at  least  one  third,  a  case,.  I  believe,  unparalleled  la  any 
other  county  ia  England*^    (Bev.  &  Lysons.) 


CHAP.  in. 
®6e  Sbaxon  ^tiio&. 

CHELTliI!QIAM  was  oceupiect  by  the  Saxon  race  for  upwan^sp 
four  hundred  years.  During  that  period  it  seems  to  have 
enjoyed  a  state  of  uninterrupted  prosperity,  and  to  ha^e  been 
weU  populated  for  its  sixe.  Its  adaption  by  the  Germanic  settlers 
was  doubtless  owing  to  the  natiural  features  iMch  the  district 
presented,  fwr  losbroofee  remarks^  that  *•  Anglo-Saxon  towns^ 
were  always  in  bottoms  surrounded  l^  hMlsv"  The  first  local 
Eling  began  to  reign  in  586^  and  6om  that  date  the  Saxon  town» 
of  his  Mercian  Kingdom,  induding  Cheltenkim,  i^ear  to  have 
commenced  their  career.  The  infiuence  of  Saxoa  manners  and 
usages  was  soon  felt  ia  the  rise  and  progress  of  Ecclesiastical,. 
Political,  and  Agricultural  institutions,  as  the  (quotations  hereafter 
given  from  national  and  local  documents,,  will  folly  manifest. 

Daring  the  Saxoa.era,  Cheltenham,  and  one  hundred  other 
manors  in  the  county,  were  the  property  of  the  Crown,  The- 
charters  of  the  ago  make  especial  reference  to<  the  prosperous 
state  of  the  place  and  to  the  eanrons^  The  town  then  occupied 
a  central  portion  between  two  Boyal  residences,  Wincbcomb, 
and  Gloocester,  had  their  Mercian  Palaces,  and  were  the  chief 
wties  of  the  coanty.  The  amount  <rf  taxe»  contributed  by  the 
then  inhabitants  of  Cheltenham^  shows  a  ^ety  hi^  state  oT 
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coltivation,  a  fact  which  is  recorded  by  Saxon  writers.  "Thfey 
may  be  considered  to  ha?e  possessed  the  best  system  of 
husbandry  then  in  use,  and  their  lands  to  have  been  extensively 
cultivated  with  all  those  exterior  circumstances  whidi  mark 
established  proprietorship  and  improvement,  as  small  farms, 
including  fields,  regular  divisions  into  meadow,  arable,  pasture, 
and  wood :  fixed  boimdaries,  planted  hedges,  artificial  dykes  and 
ditches,  *  selected  tpaeea  for  vineyards,*  gardens  and  orchards, 
connected  roads  and  paths,  divided  villages,  and  larger  towns, 
with  appropriated  names  for  every  spot  that  marked  the  limits  of 
each  property.  All  these  appear  in  the  earliest  Anglo-Saxon 
charters  which  refer  to  this  part  of  Gloucestershire"  (Turner). 

The  allusion  to  local  vineyards  "  selected  spaces  for  vineyards,** 
at  this  period,  is  an  interesting  fact  as  illustrating  the  mildness  of 
our  climate.  From  the  discoveries  which  have  been  made  of 
wine  making  and  wine  cooling  implements  in  Roman  Villas,  as 
well  as  the  allusions  by  Eoman  writers  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
willow  "  for  binding  their  vines,"  it  is  evident  that  the  grape 
tree  was  known  to  our  Eoman  ancestors.  From  their  time, 
down  to  the  present  day,  there  is  abundant  evidence  to  show 
that  it  has  continued  to  be  reared  wi<h  profit  and  advantage  to 
the  owner.  The  tree  has  become  so  inured  to  the  soil,  that  it 
will  grow  in  any  situation,  and  unlike  its  more  modem  type, 
requires  no  artificial  aids.  It  is  rapid  in  growth,  is  easily 
propagated,  and  yields  an  abundant  crop.  It  yet  ornaments 
many  an  humble  cottage  and  farm  house,  and  some  of  the 
dweUing  houses  of  the  town.  "Walter  de  Hereford  of  his 
stewardship  held  one  vineyard  in  the  Manor  of  Chintenham 
(Cheltenham")  (Pipe  Boll.  2  Henry  II).  The  name  of 
"  vineyard"  has  ever  been,  and  still  continues,  to  be  applied  to  a 
spot  in  the  vicinity.  This  is  a  gradually  rising  ground  iu  the 
parish  of  Charlton,  which  mi^t  probably  have  been  the  site  of 
one  of  the  ancient  vineyards.  This  conjecture  is  made  upon 
the  fact,  that  grounds,  bearing  the  same  title,  occur  around  many 
other  towns  in  the  county  which  are  quoted  as  **  Vineyards"  in 
old  records.  Land  in  Twyning  was  held  of  the  Lord  of 
Tewkesbury  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IIL,  on  condition  of 
"  finding  a  man  for  sixteen  days  in  digging  in  the  vineyards,  and 
gathering  the  grapes  for  three  days"  (Fosbrooke).  William  of 
Malmsbury,  who  wrote  nearly  seven  hundred  years  ago,  says 
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"  that  this  county  is  planted  thicker  with  vineyards  than  any 
other  in  England,  more  plentiful  in  crops,  and  more  pleasant  in 
flavour.'*  The  old  historian  Camden,  observes,  **  we  have  no 
reason  to  admire  that  so  many  places  in  this  county  from  their 
vines  are  called  vineyards,  since  they  formerly  afforded  plenty  of 
wine;  and  that  they  yield  none  now  is  rather  to  be  imputed  to 
the  sloth  and  inactivity  of  the  inhabitants,  than  the  indisposition 
of  the  climate."  At  Cromhall,  "  about  the  beginning  of  tho 
last  century,  there  was  in  the  Park  a  large  plantation  of  vines, 
which  produced  ten  hogsheads  of  good  wine  in  one  year.  The 
vine  plantation  was  destroyed,  in  consequence  of  a  dispute  with 
the  Bector  on  a  claim  of  tythes"  (Rudge,  1803).  "The 
Vineyard,  where  was  a  house  of  the  Abbots  of  Gloucester,  was 
one  of  the  original  vineyards  mentioned  by  William  of 
Malmesbury.  Vineyards  were  begun  by  the  Britons,  after  the 
year  280,  and  became  extinct,  either  by  a  treaty  with  France, 
which  stipulated  their  destruction,  or  Gascony  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  English"  (Fosbrooke).  "After  the  conquest  the 
vineyards  increased  in  number.  The  monks,  who  showed  their 
taste  ana  judgment  by  erecting  their  monasteries  in  the  most 
beautiful,  fertile,  and  sheltered  valleys  in  the  realm,  were 
naturally  the  most  successful  growers  of  the  grape.  By  the 
middle  of  the  twelfth  century  vineyards  extended  over  large 
tracts  of  the  country.  Gloucestershire  being  especially  celebrated 
for  producing  plenty  of  excellent  wine,  almost  equal  to  the 
growth  of  France"  (Chambers  Journal,  April  1860).  Cyrus 
Bedding,  in  his  historical  account  of  the  vine,  cites  a  number  of 
authorities  to  show  that  this  county  and  other  parts  of  England 
have  been  noted  for  the  growth  of  grapes  from  the  earliest 
period.  Palgrane  quotes  a  book  by  Malmsbury,  in  reference  to 
the  local  abundance  of  grapes  raised,  of  such  antiquity  that  the 
original  work  is  extremely  rare — ^the  only  known  copy  being  found 
in  the  British  Museum.  The  largest  and  most  successful 
cultivator  of  the  vine  in  old  times  was  Thomas  Lord  Berkeley, 
an  ancestor  of  Col.  Berkeley,  the  M.P.  for  the  town.  This 
nobleman  lived  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  third — a  time  when 
wine  was  made  for  exportation  to  foreign  countries.  In  1370, 
he  is  described  by  Camden  as  the  possessor  of  a  large  vineyard, 
"  which  was  very  productive,  and  which  he  tended  with  great 
<5are." 
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From  the  traces  that  remain  it  would  seem  that  the  Saxons 
had  Tillages  and  burial  places  at  short  distances  from  the  town. 
The  village  is  invariably  found  near  a  stream  of  water,  the  beet 
example  being  the  one  on  the  banks  of  the  Isis,  which  flows 
from  the  Seven  Springs  on  the  Cirencester  road.  The  burial 
places  are  generaUj  located  near  the  foot  of  a  hill,  as  is  illustrated 
by  the  discoveries  at  Leckhampton,  Shurdington  and  Clceve.  At 
LeckhamptoD,  coins,  lance-heads,  fibuls  (brooch)  and  the  usual 
contents  of  an  Anglo-Saxon  grave  are  frequently  turned  up  in 
the  gravel  beds.  Wright  records  in  1844,  a  d^oovery  in  this 
last  named  place  "The  ribs  or  framework  in  bronze  of  a 
defensive  Saxon  cap,  were  discovered  on  a  skull  dug  up  at 
Leckhampton  Hill,  near  Cheltenham.  A  framework  of  a  helmet, 
not  very  unlike  that  at  Cheltenham,  was  taken  by  Mr.  Bateman 
from  an  Anglo-Saxon  barrow  in  Derbyshire,"  In  1854  another 
discovery  was  made,  "  The  men  at  present  employed  in  excavating 
the  road  to  Leckhampton  Hill,  in  removing  a  tumulus,  discovered 
the  skeleton  of  a  man,  with  his  teeth  entire.  From  a  helmet  and 
several  portions  of  armour  being  found  with  the  bones,  it  is 
conjectured  to  be  the  remains  of  one  who,  from  the  manner  of 
sepulture,  must  have  borne  distinguished  military  rank,  and 
which  had  rested  in  the  peace^l  grave  for  nearly  one  thousand 
years.  This  ocnjecture  is  the  more  probable  as  some  few  years 
since  a  skeleton  was  disinterred  at  Shurdington,  over  which  a 
stone  with  an  inscription  denoting  whose  remains  it  covered  was 
found." — Cheltenham  Examiner. 

To  the  Saxons  we  are  indebted  for  the  first  establishment  of 
distinct  boundaries  in  localities.  The  derivation  of  the  name  by 
which  the  town  is  now  designated  is  doubtless  of  Saxon  origin. 
The  most  recent  of  writers  on  the  subject  remarks,  "  Each  chief 
received  his  share  of  land,  on  which  he  settled  with  his  household 
and  followers.  We  still  trace  these  original  allotments  in  the 
names  of  places  in  all  parts  of  England,  which  are  composed  of 
the  patronymic  of  the  family  or  race.  Thus,  when  we  find  such 
a  name  as  Birming-ham  we  may  be  sure  that  it  was  originally 
the  ham,  or  residence,  of  the  Beormnigas,  the  descendants  of 
the  clan  of  Becrm'*  (Wright).  The  opinions  of  writers  on  the 
subject  are  various,  but  they  all  agree  that  the  Saxon  termination 
"  ham"  signifies  home  or  town,  and  if  Chilt  is  a  British  term  for 
a  rivulet,  it  would  lead  to  the  conjecture  that  the  original  n^me 
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"  Chiltham"  might  have  signified  the  town  near  the  river.  "  The 
name  is  probably  from  Chilt,  which  river  runs  through  it'  (Eudge).) 
"  A  stream  of  water,  the  little  Cheli — ^the  old  British  name  of 
the  brook,  which  rises  at  the  base  of  the  hills  in  Dowdeswell, — 
running  through  the  Ham — the  Anglo-Saxon  word  denoting  a 
home,  a  dwelling-place,  town,  or  village"  (Bailey).  Kudder 
observes — *'  Its  most  probable  derivation  is  from  the  Saxon 
word  Chilt,  which  signifies  an  elevated  spot,  and  ham,  a  town, 
village,  monastery,  or  place  of  shelter.  Whence,  firom  its 
geographical  situation,  the  word  Cheltenham  might  have  originally 
implied  "the  town  under  the  hills."  Ruff  aflSrms  that  Chelt 
signifies,  "a  place  rising  to  an  eminence,"  and  Ham,  "a 
monastery,  or  minister."  Other  authors,  and  among  them 
Atkyns,  contend  that  the  name  is  derived  from  the  river  Chelt, 
originally  Chilt,  which  rises  at  Dowdeswell,  three  miles  distant, 
passes  through  the  South  side  of  the  town,  and  empties  itself 
into  the  Severn  at  Wainload  Hill.  Gilpin  says  that,  "  The  name 
Cheltenham  is  derived  from  the  Saxon  Chiltham,  signifying  with 
them  a  town,"  On  the  Court  Roll  it  is  said — "  Cheltenham, 
als  Chilteham,  als  Chiltham,  is  a  towne  situate  on  ye  north  side 
of  a  small  purling  silver  streame  or  rivulet  called  Chilt,  from 
which  rivulet  ye  Saxons  give  it  ye  name  of  Chiltham,  ye  word 
ham  being  the  same  with  them  as  ye  word  towne  is  amongt  us." 
Martin  records  his  belief  that,  "  the  ancient  town  of  Cheltenham* 
in  Gloucestershire,  derives  its  name  from  the  little  brook  or 
river  Chelt."  And  in  contrast  to  the  various  conjectures,  is  the 
opinion  of  Fosbroke— **  There  does  not  remain  the  name  of  any 
village,  town,  or  place,  which  is  not  originally  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  language,  except  the  rivers,  which  still  seem  to  retain  the 
British  appellations.  Ham,  whence  came  our  word  home, 
undoubted  Anglo-Saxon,  implies  house,  farm  or  village.  If 
Chilt  be  taken  from  the  rivulet,  it  ought  to  be  a  British 
appellation." 

The  orthography,  as  well  as  the  etymology  of  the  place,  has 
also  been  variously  described.  In  Doomsday  Book  it  is  styled 
Chintenham.  In  the  records  of  Cirencester  Abbey,  of  1120,  it 
is  entered  as  Chilteehe.  Neville,  who  wrote  in  1148,  designates 
it  Chilt.  In  the  sixteenth  century,  Holinshed  calls  it  Ohiltenham, 
and  Dugdale  spells  it  Chelteham.  The  earliest  document  in 
which  we  have  been  enabled  to  trace  the  name  Cheltenham,  as  it 
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is  at  present  used,  is  the  Manor  Act  of  1625,  and  from  that 
period  to  our  own  day  there  appears  to  have  been  no  deviation 
in  the  spelling  of  the  word. 

During  the  long  reigns  of  the  8axon  and  Anglo-saxon 
monarchSi  the  town  appears  to  have  been  in  a  favourable  condition 
as  to  husbandry.  It  seems  to  have  escaped  the  ravages  of  the 
Danes,  unlike  the  other  places  of  the  neighbourhood.  Through 
all  the  successive  periods  of  Saxon  history  down  to  its  termination, 
no  incidents  occur  on  record  to  lead  to  the  supposition  that  the 
town  suffered  from  the  civil  contentions  then  going  on. 

King  Edward  the  Confessor  commenced  his  reign  in  1041, 
and  for  twenty-four  years  he  was  the  owner  of  all  Cheltenham. 
The  extent  of  the  Manor  at  this  time  was  very  considerable, 
consisting  of  "eight  hides  and  a  half," — e<jual  to  a  thousand 
English  acres.  It  had  twenty-one  *'  plough  tillages."  A  tillage 
was  as  much  land  as  might  be  tilled  with  one  plough,  in  a  year, 
having  meadow,  pasture,  and  houses  for  the  householders  and 
cattle  belonging  to  it,  and  consisted  of  nearly  eighty  acres. 
Among  the  list  of  inhabitants  at  this  distant  period  there  were 
"  twenty  villeins,  ten  bordars,  and  seven  servi."  "  Villeins" 
were  a  class  of  men  who  had  to  labour  for  their  Lord  without 
receiving  any  compensation.  "  Bordars"  where  those  who  held 
plots  of  land  on  condition  that  they  supplied  the  Lord  with 
poultry  and  smaller  provision^  for  his  board  and  entertainment. 
"Servi"  were  absolute  slaves,  and  not  allowed  to  retain  any 
property  in  their  possession.  Each  of  those  classes  of  persons 
were  little  better  than  bondsmen:  how  many  free-men  cohabited 
with  them  is  not  traceable.  That  Cheltenham  must  then  hove 
been  in  a  prpsperous  condition,  appears  evident  from  its 
possession  of  ''two  mills,"  and  also  from  the  fact  of  its  having 
paid  to  the  King  "  £9  5s.,  and  three  thousand  loaves  for  the 
dogs."  The  last  mentioned  sum,  which  was  tax  money,  is 
certainly  a  large  amount  for  the  times, — the  pound  being  then 
equal  to  £3  2s.  of  the  current  coin.  The  "  three  thousand 
loaves"  were  a  payment  in  aid  of  the  dog  tax.  This  was  levied 
to  support  the  numerous  dogs  th^t  were  kept  to  celebrate  the 
local  chafes,:  which  may  have  been  first  instituted,  not  so  much 
tO;Bffor^  pleasure  to  royajty,  as  to  exterminate  those  destructive 
animals  which  secreted  themselves  in  the  thick  foliage  of  the 
forest  duriiig  the  day,  and  in  the  night  sallied  forth  in  search  of 
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theij  prey  j  this  surmise  is  supported  by  most  of  the  aticient 
historians.  Duncange  states  that  the  bread  given  to  these  dogs 
was  made  of  a  very  coarse  description,  and  called  j^a^ww  sordidua. 
Smythe,  in  his  **  Lives  of  the  Berkeleys,**  mentions  the  grant  of 
forty*four  quarters  and  one  bushel  of  oats,  in  23  Edward  III., 
to  Lord  Berkeley's  hounds,  for  the  support  of  the  Micklewood 
Chase.  Spelman  says,  that  at  this  period,  the  Lord  of  the 
Hundred  used  to  derive  various  aids  and  services,  and  among 
these,  com  to  feed  hunting  dogs.  The  reason  why  this  tax  was 
first  levied  was,  he  says,  that  the  country  might  be  cleared  from 
wolves,  foxes,  badgers,  and  other  vermin. 

"  Deerhurst  implies  a  woody  ground,  stocked  with  deer ;  and 
this  residence  may  explain,  why  in  the  time  of  Ed^rard  the 
Confessor,  the  Manor  of  Cheltenham  was  held  in  the  King's 
hands,  and  three  thousand  loaves  retained  in  payment  for  the 
dogs"  (Fosbrooke). 

Hunting  with  dogs  was  commenced  by  the  Britons,  and 
continued  through  succeeding  ages  down  to  a  comparatively 
recent  period.  The  British  and  Koman  races  have  perpetuated 
their  love  of  the  sport  by  representations  of  their  mode  of 
practising  the  chase  on  pottery  and  other  articles,  the  remains  of 
which  occur  in  our  county.  The  reason  why  the  town  was  so 
heavily  rated,  arises  from  the  fact  of  its  manor  being  vested  in 
the  crown.  In  return  for  a  large  contribution  in  support  of  the 
State,  the  residents  on  the  land  of  royalty  had  granted  to  them 
special  privileges  connected  with  commerce  and  agriculture. 
These  privileges  are  referred  to  in  a  trial  respecting  the  manorial 
rights  which  took  place  in  the  reign  of  Elizab3th,  the  particulars 
of  which  are  detailed  in  another  chapter.  Upon  that  occasion 
charters  were  cited  which  prove  that  Cheltenham  was  protected 
by  Boyal  Grant  as  early  as  the  eleventh  century, — **  because 
the  whole  of  this  royal  gift  is  from  all  service  guit,  as  in  the 
charters  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  William  the  Conqueror,  and 
Henry  the  first,  Kings  of  England,  more  fully  is  contained ;  but 
if  any  one  should  presume  anything  contrary  to  this  gift  and 
confirmation,  he  having  been  summoned  before  the  Exchequer, 
Bhall  pay  one  hundred  pounds  of  gold"  (Prinu).  The  attention 
which  the  King  gave  to  the  place,  was  no  doubt  owing  to  his 
residence  in  the  neighbourhood)  which  might  have  led  to  a 
personal   acquaintance.     Gloucester  was  his  favourite  abode. 
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In  that  ancient  city  he  held  his   court  and  summoned   his 
parliament. 

The  description  which  we  have  given  of  the  condition  of 
Cheltenham  has  been  principally  derived  from  one  of  the  most 
valuable  records  possessed  by  any  European  nation — Loomsday 
Book.  This  work  was  commenced  by  order  of  William  the 
Conqueror,  in  1080,  and  completed  in  1086.  .  It  contains  a 
survey  of  nearly  all  the  lands  then  in  the  kingdom,  with  their 
value,  occupiers,  and  a  great  deal  of  miscellaneous  information 
of  value.  The  fads  were  compiled  by  commissioners,  who 
visited  every  nook  and  comer  of  the  country,  and  had  full  power 
to  summon  juries  in  each  Ideality,  and  to  administer  the  oath  to 
all  who  composed  them — ^from  the  haughty  baron  down  to  the 
manor  serf.  The  original  Doomsday  Book  is  still  carefully 
preserved  in  Westminster  Abbey,  and  it  is  written  in  a  clear 
legible  hand.  It  was  printed  in  English  by  order  of  George  III. 
and  copies  of  it  may  be  found  in  most  national  libraries.  The 
portion  of  this  curious  relict  of  antiquity  which  relates  to 
Cheltenham,  and  which  we  have  endeavoured  to  elucidate,  we 
now  present  to  the  reader  verbatim  .•— - 

'*  c«»aa  jaeeeid.—atiiB  et(toart(  f^rfu  c^txnuxn^nm. 

Ci)trt  berf  ti^X  ^itizi  antf  an  fialf,  )&etnbatet  "i^tslJiii 
one  l^i^t  BXiU  an  {)alf,  1d|)u]^  biTonsit  to  i%t  Ci^urrj^. 
tETiiere  iorre  X%xzt  9Ious|)  tillage!^  m  titmei^m^  an^  tbentp 
ViWzixMi,  anti  tm  Sorlfarsj,  m^  S^tUn  derbt,  lott|) 
ti^Um  Vlottol)  CtUasetf.  C|)t  Vrte^t^  [t)abe]  tbo 
3Plotts|)  Cinagi!^.  Ci)m  are  tbo  i&xXU  of  Hi.  3tr. 
Iltns  WiiWi^wfi  dtifoarH  atititti  to  i^iA  iWianor  tbo 
Sorirartf  anH  four  VlJXtini,  anti  H^xtt  &i\^i»  of  bl)td[) 
tbo  an  t]^(  WAn^i ;  i%t  tl^irH  ii  i^t  dttioarH'ii ; 
anti  i\^zxt  ii  ont  Vlougl;  Ctllasi  more,  fn  t|e  ttme  of 
Iling  (CUbarti  it  paiti  £9  H.  anK  tf)m  t^oni^anti  loabnf 
for  ^z  9og^.  it  noio  papit  iB20  anti  tioent^  Cobtf, 
anb  tiontt;  l^tivfi,  anti  \H,  tnitfteati  of  i^z  Sreati/' 

This  extract,  it  will  be  seen,  is  headed  with  the  words  *•  Terra 
Eegis,"  or  the  King's  Land.     In  allusion  to  this  title,  Brady 
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remarks,  '*  that  what  is  recorded  under  it,  is  said  to  be  in  ancient 
demesne,  and  consequently  to  be  entitled  to  certain  privileges, 
such  as  being  exempt  from  all  toUs  in  markets,  fairs»  &c."  The 
relative  value  of  money  at  the  time  of  the  Doomsday  survey, 
compared  with  our  own  times,  illustrates  the  period  under  notice. 
Thus  the  "  16s.  instead  of  the  bread  "  above  quoted,  was  equal 
to  iS3  of  the  present  coin.  Atkyns,  in  reference  to  this  question, 
remarks — "  A  bushel  of  wheat  soon  after  the  Norman  Conquest 
was  sold  for  a  penny,  and  because  their  penny  was  equal  in 
weight  to  our  thiee-pence,  we  may  therefore  allow  their  bushel 
of  wheat  to  be  valued  at  three-pence.  At  this  day  (1712)  a 
bushel  of  wheat  may  be  valued  at  four  shillings,  which  is 
sixteen  times  the  value  of  wheat  600  years  ago ;  the  conclusion 
will  be  that  a  man  might  live  in  that  time  as  well  upon  20s. 
a-year  of  our  money  as  on  £16  a*year  at  present."  And 
accordmg  to  this  mode  of  reckoning,  a  person  might  live  as 
plentifully  upon  £100  under  William  the  Conqueror,  as  upon 
£5,000  under  Queen  Victoria,  especially  when  we  take  into 
account  the  increased  public  taxes,  and  the  artificial  wants  and 
luxurious  mode  of  living  since  introduced. 
'  It  is  an  interestiag  and  striking  fact  that  a  church  was  erected 
and  endowed  here  prior  to  the  Heptarchy.  "  Eeinbald  holds  one 
hide  and  a  half  (of  land)  which  belongs  to  the  church."  "  The 
priests  have  two  plough  tillages.'*  The  land  thus  allotted  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  priesthood  must  have  amounted  to  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres.  The  "  one  hide  and  a  half*  which 
was  the  property  of  the  church,  and  appropriated  to  its 
maintenance,  was  equal  to  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  English 
acres.  '*  Priests  were  not  maintained  by  tithes,  but  by  a  certain 
portion  of  land,  with  its  stock  of  servants  or  cattle.  Wherever 
we  find  a  priest  mentioned  in  Doomsday,  we  may  conclude  there 
was  a  church"  (Dr.  Nash.)  This  incident  has  led  to  the  remark 
"Of  the  Anglo-Saxon  husbandry,  we  may  observe,  that 
Doomsday  Survey  gives  us  some  indication  that  the  cultivation 
of  the  church  lands  was  much  superior  to  any  other  class  of 
society"  (Turner  Sax  Hist.) 

The  erection  of  a  church  in  the  Saxon  era,  with  its  sacerdotal 
officers  provided  for  by  an  income  from  land,  at  once  shows  the 
then  importance  oi  Cheltenham  both  in  an  ecclesiastical  [and 
civil  point  of  view.  It  is  evident,  that  soon  after  the  conversion 
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of  the  Saxon  to  the  Christian  faith,  that  buildings  must  have 
been  erected  here  for  religious  worship.  This  county  can  claim 
perhaps  the  honour  of  being  among  the  first  to  renounce  idolatry. 
The  recent  indefatigable  researches  of  the  Rev.  S.  Lysons 
demonstrate  that  the  preaching  of  Christianity  was  practised  at 
Gloucester  during  the  Apostolic  age.  The  influence  of  the  new 
religion  upon  the  then  inhabitants  must  indeed  have  been  great 
and  lasting,  for  at  a  very  early  period  after  its  local  introduction, 
a  christian  temple  existed  in  the  town  prior  to  the  church  above 
recorded.  Thus,  to  the  Saxon  owners  of  the  Manor  of 
Cheltenham,  nearly  a  thousand  years  ago,  we  are  indebted  for  the 
first  establishment  of  an  institution  devoted  to  the  service  of 
Christianity.  "  Gloucestershire  was  probably  the  first  county  in 
England  to  embrace  the  Gospel  of  Christ"  (Lysons.) 

THE  SAXON  PRIOKY. 

One  of  the  most  momentous  events  in  the  history  of  Britain 
was  the  landing  of  the  first  professor  of  Christianity  on  its 
barren  and  uncultivated  shore.  Little,  perhaps,  did  the  ancient 
missionary  contemplate,  as  the  waves  impelled  onwards  his  rude 
galley  bark  toward  the  British  island,  that  such  important  results 
would  flow  from  his  visit, — that  he  was  destined  to  scatter  among 
the  aborigines  the  seeds  of  a  future  civilization  of  the  highest 
order.  Christianity,  for  some  time  after  its  introduction  into 
this  country,  had  to  contend  against  apparently  insurmountable 
obstacles.  Its  converts  were  severely  punished,  and  its  progress 
was  retarded  by  the  barbarous  and  warlike  character  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  their  liability  to  be  captured  by  heathen 
invaders.  Still  it  did  progress,  and  Emperors,  as  well  as  the 
common  people,  were  among  its  j^rufessors.  Crude  as  were  the 
notions  of  religion  in  that  early  era,  its  influence  was  yet  felt  to 
a  considerable  extent,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  erection  of  the 
various  edifides  for  reiigious  worship  and  discipline,  brought  to 
light  by  the  labours  of  the  antiquarian.  At  that  far  distant, 
yet  pregnant  epoch,  when  Christianity  had  thus  began  to  shed 
its  benign  and  cheerful  rays — its  "  day-spring  from  on  high,"  on 
our  dark  and  unciTilized  island,  there  was  erected  a  Priory  at 
Cheltenham,  to  cultivate,  teach,  and  practice,  its  life-giving 
spirit.  D 
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Could  we  but  roll  back  the  tide  of  time,  we  should   witness 

the  site  of  the  present  town  oraaraented  by  a  single  convent  and 

building,  and  the  sound  heard  of  the  Matin  and  Yesper  bell. 

Upwards  of  a  thousand  years  have  now  elapsed  since  Cheltenham 

Priory  was  first  reared,  and  although  the  name  of  its  founder, 

or  the  precise  year  of  its  erection,  is  not  now  ascertainable,  yet 

it  will  be  apparent,  from  what  follows,  that  it  must  have  had 

existence  so  early  as  the  eighth   century.       Cheltenham   was 

under  Saxon  rule  for  upwards  of  four  centuries.     During  this 

period  converts  to  the  new  faith  were  made  so  rapidly  that  it 

must  have  included  the  entire  local  population  in  its  profession. 

The  first  Cathedral  at  Gloucester,  the  religious  Houses  of  that 

city,  the  monasteries  of  Withington,  Clceve,  Arle,   Hatherley, 

Charlton,  Winchcomb,  Tewkesbury,  and  other  adjacent  places, 

were  successively  erected.      It  is  therefore  probable  that  the 

origin  of  Cheltenham  Priory  is  referable  to  the  same  date.     This 

opinion  is  confirmed  by  the  institution  being  mentioned  in  the 

same  documents  which  refer  to  others  of  the  locality.     Cleeve, 

in  the  days  of  the  Saxons,   was  a  most   important  monastic 

station.     Its  monastery  was  dedicated  to  St.  Michael,  in   the 

time  of  King  Offa,  in  790,  "  which  became  subject  to  the  see  of 

"Worcester,  in  888,  by  Werfrithe,  Bishop  of  Wiccia,  in  consequence 

of  a  grant  from  King  iVlfred"  (Rudge).     Thus  we  see  that  one 

of  the  most  learned  and  pious  of  monarchs  must  have  taken  an 

interest  in  the  religious  welfare  of  the  locality.     To  King  Alfred 

an  endowment  is  ascribed,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that — as  he 

was  then  the  owner  of  the  Manor  of  Cheltenham, — our  own 

Priory  merited  his  attention  and  support,  more  especially  as  it 

was  under  the  same  Bishop's  jurisdiction.     This  local  connection 

of  the  greatest  of  the  Saxon  race,  adds  additional  interest  to 

our  subject.     It  is  an  honour  to  be  able  to  include  the  name  of 

the  royal  translator  of  one  of  the  most  divine  aspirations  the 

world  has  ever  known — the  Lords  Prayer,  the  orthography  of 

which  to  this  day  retains  its  Saxon  idioms  as  first  written  by 

Alfred. 

The  first  person  who  makes  mention  of  the  Priory,  which 
once  displayed  its  hallowed  walls  within  the  precincts  of  the 
borough,  is  the  eminent  ecclesiastical  historian.  Tanner,  in  his 
*'  Notitia  Monastica."  That  valuable  authority,  states  \hat,  at 
the  annual  assemblage  of  all  the  then  relidoas  institutions  in 
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tlie  district^  called  "  the  Syuod/'  and  held  in  the  year  803,  at 
Cloveshoe,  the  Priory  at  Cheltenham  was  the  subject  of  ^  warm 
discussion.  He  relates  that  "  Denebert,  Bishop  of  Worcester, 
claimed  from  it  and  Beckford,  as  their  diocesan,  a  certain  feast 
or  annual  payment)  which  the  Bishop  of  Hereford  (who,  it  would 
seem,  in  former  times,  possessed  the  monastery)  refused  to  grant. 
It  waS)  however,  arranged  that  the  Bishop  of  Worcester  should 
receive  the  feast  from  the  monasteries  of  Cheltenham  and 
Beckford  alternately."  Tanner  also  incidentally  remarks  that 
the  building  was  *•  situated  on  a  rising  ground/*  Fortunately 
we  are  not  left  to  conjecture  as  to  where  this  interesting  spot 
was,  for  its  precise  position  is  clearly  stated  in  the  Manor 
Eecords.  Its  site  is  now  occupied  by  the  houses  Nos.  403  and 
404  High-street,  and  for  a  long  period  was  the  property  of  Lord 
Capel,  one  of  the  Essex  family.  The  following  are  the  words 
on  the  Court  Roll, — "  Antiently  wiiiin  the  town  was  a  Priory 
which  is  now  the  bouse  let  by  Lord  Capel  to  the  person  who 
farmes  his  tythes.'*  Those  who  remember  when  Cambray  was  a 
feld,  prior  to  1802,  and  joined  by  a  farm,  well  know  that  it  was 
below  the  level  of  that  part  of  the  High-street  which  it  abuts, 
and  where  the  Priory  stood*  By  such  persons  the  "rjsing 
ground"  of  the  ancient  historian  will  at  once  be  recognised,  and 
the  authenticity  of  the  entry  on  the  Manor  Eolls  be  received 
without  hesitation*  We  are  also  indebted  to  other  authors  for 
information  on  this  subject.  The  records  of  the  ancient  decayed 
monasteries  were  collected  by  the  local  antiquarian  Prinn.  In 
his  account  of  the  situation  and  value  of  the  lands  forming  the 
endowment  of  these  religious  institutions,  he  alludes  to  **  a  wood 
at  Cudnalls,"  belonging  to  "  a  Priory  at  Cheltenham."  "  The 
Priory  is  certified  to  hold  an  estate  called  Dunhatherley,  and 
lands  in  Chelteam"  (Nicholas.)  "  There  was  a  monastery  here 
as  early  as  the  ninth  century,  houses  were  built  near  it,  and  by 
degrees  formed  a  town"  (Moreau).  "  Our  earliest  knowledge  of 
the  Ecclesiastical  affairs  is  derived  from  Prinn's  M.S.,  wherein 
mention  is  made  of  a  Priory  at  Cheltenham"  (Griffiths).  "  A 
Priory  was  founded  near  the  site  which  still  retains  the  name" 
(Lee).  "  A  Priory  was  kaown  to  have  existed  at  Cheltenham, 
which  was  supposed  to  have  been  founded  by  the  Saxons" 
(Moss).  "  Here  was  once  a  Priory"  (Magna  Brittania).  "  A 
Priory  is  mentioned  in  Tanner's  Notitia  Monastica'*  (Rudge.) 
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According  to  Nicholas,  in  the  eleventh  century,  the  Synods  were 
remoTed  from  Cloveshoe  to  Gloucester.  The  Archbishop  and 
clergy  frequently  assembled  in  that  city  for  the  purpose  of 
watching  over  the  interests  of  the  religious  institutions  of  the 
county.  At  one  of  these  Synods  assembled  in  1086,  a  Priory  is 
included  in  the  list  of  rentals  of  property  as  also  a  "  Church 
with  its  Chapels  at  Chintenham."  "  A  monastery  existed  in 
the  town  prior  to  803"  (Johnson.) 

In  common  with  most  of  the  edifices  then  within  the  dioceses 
of  Worcester  and  Hereford,  the  Priory  at  Cheltenham  was 
occupied  by  Monks  belonging  to  the  celebrated  Benedictine 
order.  Their  founder,  St.  Benedict,  was  bom  at  Nursia,  in 
Italy,  and  was  the  son  of  a  Roman  senator.  He  founded  his 
sect  at  Mount  CassiUj  in  516,  and  died  tjiere  in  b4sS,  His  views 
were  brought  to  Eogknd  by  St.  Augustin  in  596,  and  although 
opposed  by  the  clergy  for  a^ong  time,  they  were  entertained  very 
generally  in  less  than  a  century  afterwards,  and  nearly  all  the 
rich  and  extensive  monasteries  which  once  existed  in  this  part  of 
Gloucestershire,  adopted  the  St<  Benedictine  rules  and  discipline. 
Belonging  to  this  order  there  have  been  46  Kings,  51  Queens, 
4  Emperors,  and  12  Empresses.  The  value  of  this  institution 
in  an  educational  point  of  view  cannot  be  too  highly  appreciated. 
It  must  have  been  then  the  only  light  glimmering  in  the  dark 
night  of  ignorance  with  which  Saxon  Cheltenham,  in  common 
with  England,  was  snrrounded.  Compared  with  the  present,  it 
was  gloomy ;  but  it  was  ^en  the  only  school.  The  discipline 
was  severe ;  still  within  its  rude  walls  the  lamp  of  knowledge 
burned,  and  were  the  inhabitants  of  this  now  large  borough 
divested  of  all  that  it  owes  to  the  patient  and  humble  labour  of 
the  Benedictines  of  the  ninth  century,  they  would  be  mentally 
poor  indeed. 

We  have  now  traced  ottt  the  local  connection  of  the  Saxons. 
We  have  seen  the  endurance,  valour,  heroic  patriotism,  and 
religious  feeling  which  they  manifested.  We  have  witnessed 
that  they  were  evidiently  intended  to  be  the  civilizers  of  their 
race.  Wie  have  next  to  record  their  conquest  and  deprivation  of 
manorial  and  polirical  power.  But  they  left  behind  them 
monuments  that  will  endure  as  long  as  man  exists,  in  the  influence 
of  that  faith  which  they  so  zealously  aided  to  spread.  Norman 
straggled  vrith  Saxon,  but  although  the  law  of  the  formar 
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prevailed,  the  free  firm  spirit  of  tke  latter  remained  unconqiiered, 
and  inilaeaces  us  at  the  present  day.  "  Eight  centuries  have 
passed  away"  says  o.ie  who  has  frequently  visited  and  examined 
the  antiquities  of  our  town  (Sir  Edward  Bulwer  Lytton,  Bart.) 
''and  where  is  the  Norman  now?  or  where  is  not  the  Saxon? 
In  many  a  noiseless  field,  with  thoughts  for  armies,  your  relics, 
Oh  ]  Saxon  heroes,  have  won  baek  the  victory  irom  the  bones 
of  the  Norman,  saints  ;  and  whenever,  with  fairer  fates,  freedom 
opposes  force,  and  justice,  redeeming  the  old  defeat,  smites 
down  the  armed  fiend  that  would  consecrate  the  wrong — smile. 
Oh  J  soul  of  our  Saxon  Harold  !  smile,  appeased  on  the  Saxon's 
land" 


CHAP.  IV. 

THE  conquest  of  England  by  the  Normans  is  one  of  the  most 
distinctly  marked  epochs  in  history.  Cheltenham,  from  the 
first  formation  of  a  Saxon  monarchy,  had  ever  been  royal  property. 
During  the  Norman  dynasty  it  was  held  on  the  same  tenure,  and 
William  the  Conqueror  was  the  absolute  owner  of  the  place.  In 
preceding  chapters  we  have  followed  the  downward  path  of 
history,  and  traced  out  who  were  its  successive  occupants.  We 
recorded  how  Briton  was  supplanted  by  Roman,  who  in  his  turn 
was  followed  by  Saxon, — each  leaving  behind  him  memorials  of 
his  national  characteristics.  We  have  thus  travelled  through 
eight  centuries  of  time.  We  now  reach  a  period  when  Saxon 
power  declines,  and  has  to  give  way  to  Norman  usages,  laws, 
and  influences.  Thus,  at  the  end  of  the  eleventh  century,  a 
foreign  power  was  introduced,  which,  amalgamating  itself  with 
the  native  elements  of  population,  gradually  led  to  the  formation 
of  the  English  nation. 
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The  Eoyal  Norman,  when  taking  possession  of  the  manor, 
enlarged  and  improved  it  sufl&ciently  to  lay  the  foundation  6f 
that  consequence,  which  at  no  subsequent  period  has  been 
entirely  lost.  The  Doomsday  Survey,  recorded  in  a  previous 
chapter,  reveals  the  social  and  religious  state,  both  before  and 
after  the  conquest.  The  King  farmed  his  own  estate,  and  had 
upon  it  a  resident  Steward.  He  granted  to  the  inhabitants  a 
new  charter,  which  confirmed  all  the  privileges  previously  given 
by  King  Edward  the  Confessor.  He  also  added  both  to  the 
extent  and  population  of  the  place. 

''£tng;  Wiilliam'fi  dtrtoartl  atHfrtl  to  tl)ii  IHanor  tiDo 
J8orIiar£(  antJ  four  VilUini,  anir  t]^r«  jHills,  of  bi)ic5)  thio 
are  tt)e  fSiints!^ ;  tf^e  tf)trll  ii  tf)t  dtttoarll'i^»  anir  tiytxt  tsS  onr 
plougi)  tillage  more.*' 

In  the  Norman  age  "  Bordars"  were  tenants  who  held  a  bord 
or  cottage  with  land,  but  were  in  a  servile  condition.  In  the 
lieu  of  rent,  they  had  to  supply  the  monarchs  table  *'witb 
provisions  for  his  board  and  entertainment ;  hence  the  land  so 
held  was  called  bord  land"*  (Kennett).  The  "four  Yilleins"" 
were  a  class  of  men  who  inhabited  the  villages,  and  though  they 
ranked  above  the  "Bordars,"  yet  they  were  obliged  to  work 
without  reward.  The  King  always  retained  vassals  in  his  owu 
manor,  or  when  the  property  was  let  out  they  were  given  to 
cultivate  the  soil.  Thus,  with  the  Saxons  that  existed  at  the 
lime  the  Conqueror  first  became  Lord  of  the  Manor,  there  were 
in  a  state  of  servility  a  number  of  persons  attached  to  husbandly. 
The  "  one  Plough  Tillage  more"  in  a  Norman  sense,  "  signified 
what  we  call  a  teams  tillage,  or  as  much  land  as  may  be  tilled 
and  laboured  with  one  plough,  and  the  beasts  belonging  thereto 
in  a  year,  having  meadow  pastures,  and  cattle  belonging  to  it. 
This  was  different  according  to  the  soil,  not  less  then  eighty  or 
more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres*'  (Selden)  The 
working  population  in  the  eleventh  century,  under  Norman 
rule,  wust  therefore  have  consisted  of  Seven  Saxon  slaves  (Servi) 
Twelve  Cottagers  (Bordars)  and  Twenty-four  villagers,  all  of 
whom,  more  or  less,  were  in  a  state  of  bondage.  The  number 
of  freemen,  the  original  Il'reeholders  (Frank-tenants)  must  have 
been  considerable.  The  charter  of  the  day  gives  them  exemption 
from  the  payment  of  tolls  on  roads,  markets,  and  fairs.     The 
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sum  levied  and  ooUeeted  for  taxes  was  more  then  double  that  of 
the  preceding  reign.  To  the  Conqueror  the  place  paid  **  £'20, 
and  twenty  cows,  and  twenty  hogs,  and  16s,  instead  of  the 
bread."  What  a  strange  and  unsocial  picture  this  "  Queen  of 
Watering  Places'*  must  have  presented  at  this  memorable  epoch 
of  despotic  power — when  the  "  Curfew  bell"  tolled  its  inhabitants 
to  rest  -ere  the  fair  light  of  day  had  departed ! 

In  the  documents  of  this  period  we  trace  the  origin  of  the 
copyhold  tenure  under  which  nearly  all  property  in  the  town  of 
Ctieltenham  is  still  held.  The  words  "  Manor,"  "  Lord," 
'*  Court  Leet,"  are  of  Saxon  and  Norman  extraction,  and  have 
now  been  in  local  use  for  upwards  of  seven  centuries.  The 
"  Yilieins"  of  1066,  when  the  Norman  invader  first  claimed  the 
place,  were  the  originals  of  the  copyholders  now  enrolled  at  our 
Manor  Office.  The  Monarch's  Steward  held  a  Court  for  the 
freehold  Tenants,  and  an  inferior  Court  for  the  base  tenants. 
At  these  Courts,  changes  of  tenancy  were  enrolled,  dues  paid, 
and  fealty  sworn  to  the  owner  of  the  Manor.  That  greatest  of 
English  commentators.  Judge  Blackstone,  in  his  "  commentaries" 
has  described  the  legal  birth  of  the  modem  copyholder  from  the 
ancient  "  Villein."  He  thinks  that  the  Normans  might  give 
some  sparks  of  enfranchisement  to  the  slaves,  on  the  estates  of 
the  Saxons,  by  admitting  them  to  the  oath  of  tealty,  which 
conferred  the  right  of  protection,  and  raised  the  tenant  to  a 
kind  of  estate  superior  to  slavery,  but  inferior  to  any  other 
coadition,  "  This  inferior  tenure  was  copyhold.  In  its  original 
foundation,  it  was  nothing  better  than  an  estate  at  will ;  but  the 
kindness  and  indulgence,  the  good- nature  and  benevolence  of 
successive  lords  of  manors,  permitted  their  villeins  and  their 
children  to  enjoy  their  estates.  From  a  series  of  uniform  wills, 
customs  arose,  by  virtue  of  which  the  Common  Law,  always 
favourable  to  liberty,  and  of  which  Custom  is  the  life,  gave  them 
a  title  to  prescribe  against  their  lords,  and,  on  performance  of 
the  services,  to  hold  their  lands  in  spite  of  any  determination  of 
lord's  will"  (Blackstone). 

The  Manor  Act,  now  in  operation,  although  passed  so  recently 
as  the  seventeenth  century,  retains  in  its  phraseology  specimens 
of  Norman  servitude.  The  holders  of  property  are  described 
as  of  ^'ha^t  tenure/'  and  their  possession  is  made  conditional 
*^onimtol  court,  anU  bj  ti)e  gearln  rnitis,  toor&sJ,  !^ii\)tv, 
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^tUtptxut,  an^  iSrtatinap  mmts,  to  it  pafb  annuaUp  an)l 

rcijptciibilg/'  It  has  been  compiated  from  the  Doomsday 
Survey,  by  the  county  historian?,  that  during  the  Norman 
rule  the  Manor  comprised  850  acres,  which,  compared  with 
Euglish  measure,  would  nearly  amount  in  extent  to  1,200 
acres.     The  Ms^nor  at  present  comprises  3,387  acres. 

Like  his  Royal  predecessor,  Edward,  William  the  conqueror 
was  a  frequent  resident  in  the  vicinity,  and  his  personal  career  is 
associated  with  the  history  of  our  county.  There  are  events 
which  show  that  Gloucester  and  Tewkesbury  wore  indirectly  the 
cause  of  the  Norman  King  first  invading  the  shores  of  England. 
The  celebrated  Earl  Godwin  attacked  King  Edward  at  Gloucester, 
and  at  other  places,  in  consequence  of  a  quarrel  between  them, 
and  having  fled  abroad  excited  the  interest  of  William  towards 
Britain.  Brictric,  Lord  of  the  Manor,  of  Tewke8bur}%  wag  sent 
as  ambassador  to  Elanders.  Maud,  the  Earl  of  Flanders 
daughter,  became  enamoured  of  him,  but  he  refused  to  marry 
her.  Maud  afterwards  become  the  wife  of  William  the 
Conqueror.  Brictric's  estate  was  seized^  and  Queen  Maud 
retained  possession  of  Tewkesbury  until  her  death  in  1083, 
"  William  the  Conqueror  often  held  his  court  at  Gloucester,  and 
generally  spent  the  Christmas  there,  attended  by  the  principal 
nobility  and  ecclesiastics  of  the  kingdom.  In  1084,  and  again 
in  1085,  the  King,  with  his  Lords,  held  his  court  for  five  days. 
The  Clergy  also,  with  their  Archbishop,  held  several  Synods 
here"  (Counsel).  But  .the  event  which  gave  such  celebrity  to 
this  local  Parliament,  and  which  will  for  ever  render  it  famous 
in  the  annals  of  history,  yet  remains  to  be  told.  "  We  -  learn 
from  a  most  admirable  paper,  delivered  in  Gloucester  in  July 
1860,  by  the  Kev.  Mr.  Hartshorne,  that  in  the  Parliament  which 
was  held  in  Gloucester,  in  1080,  the  wonderful  survey  of 
England,  called  Doomsday  Book,  was  decided  on  at  the  command 
of  William  the  Conqueror"  (Rev.  S.  Lysons). 

The  Normans  have  left  behind  them  traces  of  their  long 
residence,  in  the  vestiges  of  ecclesiastical  architecture  which 
occur  in  the  locality.  During  the  alterations  that  have  been  at 
times  effected  in  the  parish  church,  the  remains  of  a  Norman 
foundation  have  been  brought  to  light  on  the  side  of  the  North 
Porch  extending  to  the  site  of  the  ancient  Chapels  and  Chantries. 
A  portion  of  a  Norman  arch,  with  its  zigzag  mouldings,  was 
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foand  under  the  foundation  of  the  Alms  Houses  that  were  taken 
down  in  the  Parish  Churchyard  in  August  1818.  The  Old 
Market,  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  premises  now  occupied 
hy  Mr.  Hawkins,  ieweller,  near  the  High^treet  entrance  to 
Clarence-street,  having  been  blown  down  by  a  gust  of  wind  in 
1811,  left  two  houses  adjoining  exposed.  Upon  their  removal 
in  1817,  a  massive  stone  was  discovered,  profusely  ornamented 
with  Norman  devices  of  the  later  or  transition  style.  The 
remains  of  an  inscription  were  traoeable  upon  it,  ai)d  the  date 
1107  was  clearly  legible. 

The  churches  around  the  town  yet  retain  many  portions  of 
this  period  in  their  structure.  The  Norman  Chapel  at  Soulham 
has  been  restored  at  the  expense  of  Loi-d  Ellenborough,  and 
after  the  lapse  of  ages,  it  will  again  be  used  as  a  place  for  Divine 
Worship.  The  nearest  churches  where  the  original  Norman 
style  may  be  traced  are  Leckhampton — portions  of  the  interior 
and  font;  Cleeve — transition  Norman,  snake  doorway,  1180; 
Brockworth — interior  arches  beautifully  ornamented  with  zigzag 
cuttings ;  Churchdown — arch  of  the  south  door  and  bases  of 
some  of  the  columns,  1180;  Elkstone — a  very  rich  and  perfect 
specimen  profusely  ornamented;  Postlip— perfect  arch  in 
Chancel,  and  a  rare  ornament  on  doorway;  Shurdington — 
curious  Noroian  cross  in  the  poroh ;  Stanley  Poutlarge — ^fine 
chapel,  south  door  and  chancel  arch  perfect ;  Stoke  orchard — 
font,  and  several  windows,  very  perfect,  and  but  lately  restored ; 
Swindon — tower,  very  ancient,  and  unequally  sided ;  Tredington 
— chancel,  very  curious ;  Witcomb— early  period ;  and 
Withington — a  large  and  elegant  structure,  the  east  door-way  is 
a  fine  specimen  of  the  Norman  style  of  1145. 

At  the  Conquest  William  reserved  one  thousand  four 
hundred  Manors  to  himself  as  his  private  share,  which  included 
Cheltenham.  He  divided  the  rest  of  the  kingdom  among  eight 
hundred  of  his  followers,  which  led  to  the  introduction  of  <  the 
feudal  system.  This  state  of  things  was  so  opposite  to  the 
popular  mode  of  government  adopted  by  the  Saxons,  that  the 
monarch  was  feared  but  not  respected  by  his  subjects.  **  If  his 
valour  excites  our  astonishment,  his  selfishness,  or  want  of 
philanthropy,  must  raise  our  abhorence.  If  our  eyes  are 
dazzled  with  the  glare  of  his  treasure,  our  hearts  must  shudder 
at  the  means  by  which  it  was  acquired.     His  power  degenerated 
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into  oppression,  and  the  dismal  toll  of  the  Curfew  Bell  statedly 
reminded  his  unhappy  subjects  of  their  slavery"  (Clarendon.) 
The  Conqueror  was  himself  at  last  conquered  by  death.  Ue 
made  a  sort  of  testamentary  document  in  the  form  of  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  Ajchbishop  of  Canterbury,  in  which  he 
nominated  his  son  to  the  English  throne.  This  Will  having  been 
adopted  by  the  Clergy,  gained  the  crown  for  the  young  Norman. 
William  became  King  of  England,  and  by  virtue  of  that  act, 
took  possession  of  all  his  father's  manors,  Cheltenham  among 
the  number.  William  II.,  surnamed  Eufus,  was  therefore  the 
n£Xt  Lord  of  the  Manor. 


CHAP.  V. 

Otoners  of  t^t  i^anor  since  ij^e  aPonquest. 

CHELTENHAM  has  been  a  legally  constituted  Manor  from 
the  days  of  the  Saxon  Heptarchy  down  to  our  own  times, 
a  period  extending  over  twelve  centuries.  It  has  been  held  in 
succession  by  the  reigning  monarch,  by  nobles  whom  monarchs 
wished  to  honour  for  valour  performed,  by  abbots  and  abbesses 
who  headed  the  monasieries  of  their  day,  and  by  a  host  of  other 
individuals  celebrated  alike  in  the  walks  of  literature,  the  senate 
house,  and  the  battle  field.  The  honoured  names  connected  with 
our  Manor  are  indeed  numerous,  and  they  are  associated  with 
events  which  occurred  in  their  day  and  generation,  which  have 
both  a  local  and  national  interest.  In  future  chapters  will  be 
found  full  particulars  of  these  noble  personages,  and  their  family 
pedigrees,  and  of  the  various  circumstances  which  unite  them 
with  the  link  of  English  History.  The  Manor  was  possessed 
in  turn  by  the  long  line  of  Saxon  Kings,  William  the  Conqueror, 
William  Bufus,  Henry  I.,  Stephen,  Henry  II.,  and  by  King 
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John.  By  all  these  owners,  charters  were  granted  which  gave 
to  the  inhabitants  rights  and  privileges  of  a  most  important 
character,  and  which  helped  to  make  the  place  prosperous  in 
trade  and  commerce.  Henry  II.  gave  ihe  Manor  in  dowry  to 
his  Queen  Eleanor,  but  in  consequence  of  the  unhappy  disputes 
which  existed  between  them,  he  took  possession,  and  is  recorded 
as  having  received  "  100  shillings  aid  money"  direct  from  the 
copyholders.  King  John,  in  11 99,  exchanged  the  Manor  for 
other  lands  with  the  famous  Henry  de  Bohen,  Earl  of 
Hereford.  Upon  this  brave  warrior's  attainder,  the  Manor  again 
reverted  to  the  crown,  and  in  1219,  Henry  III.  gave  it  to 
William  Long  Espee,  the  illegitimate  son  of  the  celebrated 
"  Fair  Rosamond."  This  individual,  who  through  marriage 
was  created  the  second  Earl  of  Salisbury,  from  the  notices  which 
occur  in  the  documents  of  the  period,  must  have  taken  an  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  his  property,  a  circumstance  no  doubt 
attributable  to  his  abode  iu  the  county.  At  his  death  in  1226, 
he  bequeathed  his  estates  to  his  son  William.  But  this  person 
having  joined  the  expedition  against  the  Saracens,  and 
consequently  left  the  kingdom  without  the  King's  leave,  his 
Manor  and  other  estates  were  seized  and  claimed  by  the  crown.  * 
Henry  III.  next  gave  the  Manor  to  the  Bishop  of  Hereford, 
but  he  enjoyed  its  possession  but  for  a  few  years,  for,  in  1247, 
for  political  reasons,  that  monarch  exchanged  it  away  with  the 
Abbey  of  Fescamp  in  Normandy,  for  the  towns  Winchelsea  and 
Eye  in  Sussex,  and  John  Limel,  Esq.,  who  died  in  1309,  held 
the  Manor  on  lease  of  that  religious  body.  The  grant  to  the 
Abbey  of  Eescamp  was  confirmed  by  an  act  passed  40  Edward 
III.  It  next  passed  by  sale  to  the  Norman  Abbey  of  Montbury, 
but  in  consequence  of  the  dissolution  of  alien  priories,  the  Manor 
again  became  the  property  of  the  Crown,  and  in  1415,  Henry  V. 
was  the  possessor,  In  1466,  Edward  IV.  granted  the  Manor 
to  the  Abbey  of  Sion,  in  Middlesex,  and  the  managers  of  that 
extensive  religious  institution  held  possession  until  1540,  when 
they  were  deprived  of  it  by  virtue  of  the  Act  which  abolished  all 
monasteries.  Among  the  list  of  distinguished  personages  who 
leased  the  Manor  of  this  Abbey,  was  Sir  Maurice  Berkeley, 
brother  to  the  fifth  Lord  Berkeley,  and  an  ancestor  of  the  present 
Member  for  the  Borough.  After  the  death  of  Henry  VIII.,  in 
1547,  the  Manor  was  held  by  Edward  VI.,  and  iu   1553,   by- 
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Queen  Mary,  who  granted  it  in  the  fallowing  year  "to  Catherine 
Buckler  and  Roger  Lygon  for  their  Joint  lives." 

These  names  belong  to  a  family  of  very  considerable  wealth  in 
their  day.  Thev  were  the  descendants  by  marriage  of  the 
celebrated  Judge  Greville  who  lived  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII., 
and  whose  brass  inlaid  monument  in  the  Parish  Church  has 
attracted  so  much  attention  from  antiquarians.  The  former 
name  is  the  youthful  widow  <rf  Sir  J.  Buckler,  knt.,  and  the 
latter  her  brother.  They  jointly  were  the  lessees  of  the  Manor 
until  the  commencement  of  the  seventeenth  century.  They 
resided  at  the  very  ancient  mansion  of  Arle  Court,  and  Sir 
Fleetwood  Dormer,  and  the  Hon.  Judge  Dormer,  of  the  King's 
Bench,  were  their  representatives.  The  Grevilles,  and  their 
next  to  kin  the  Lygons,  and  Bucklers,  resided  at  this  mansion 
until  the  marriage  of  the  last  female  Lygon  with  the  Hon.  John 
Yorke,  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  who  in  1795,  sold  it  to  Thomas 
Packer  Butt,  Esq.,  in  whose  family  it  has  since  been  v^ted. 
The  Lygon  family  from  the  time  of  their  first  residence  down  to 
their  connection  with  the  Manor,  appears  to  have  been  interred 
in  our  Parish  Church.  Their  monuments,  including  the  famous 
brass  one  of  their  ancestor  Judge  Greville,  mostly  occur  in  the 
ChanceL  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  how  distinguished  a 
position  these  lessees  of  the  Manor  held,  from  the  fact  that  the 
arms  on  their  mural  tablets  had  fifteen  quarterings,  and  that  their 
family  pedigree  included  alliances  with  the  families  of  Lygon, 
Bracey,  Maddersfield,  Harlefleete,  Decors,  Giffard,  Beauchamp. 
Abbot,  XJfleet,  Furnival,  Lufton,  Verdon,  Greville,  Arle,  and 
Southney. 

At  the  death  of  her  sister  Mary,  in  1558,  Queen  Elizabeth 
took  possession  of  the  Cheltenham  Manor,  and  in  the  sixteenth 
year  of  her  reign,  granted  a  lease  of  it  for  the  term  of  thirty-one 
years,  to  Sir  John  WooUey,  Knt.  At  the  death  of  Buckler  and 
Lygon  aforenamed,  Sir  John  WooUey  came  into  possession,  and 
in  1589,  he  sold  the  residue  of  his  interest  in  the  lease  to  W. 
Norwood,  Esq.,  of  Leekhampton.  At  the  expiration  of  this 
grant  in  1603,  the  Manor  devolved  to  James  the  First,  who 
invested  it  in  certain  trustees  for  the  benefit  of  his  son,  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  afterwards  Charles  the  First.  In  1628,  in 
fulfilment  of  a  prior  agreement,  the  Prince  sold  it  to  John 
Dution,  Esq.,  of  Sherborne,  and  in  that  gentleman's  family  it 
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remained  vested  for  215  years,  until  it  was  purchased  of  his 
descendant,  Lord  Sherborne,  by  James  Agg  Gardner,  Esq  ,  in 
May,  1843.  This  gentleman  died  in  1859,  and  his  son,  J. 
Tvnte  Agg  Gardner,  Esq.,  succeeded  him  in  possesion.  Mr. 
Agg  Gardner  was  held  in  the  his:hest  esteem  by  all  parties,  and 
the  residents  of  his  Manor  testified  their  respect  by  honouring 
him  with  a  public  funeral.  A  subscription  was  set  on  foot,  and 
cordially  responded  to  for  the  execution  of  a  memorial  window 
of  stained  glass.  It  is  placed  in  the  chancel  of  the  Parish 
Church,  where  he  was  a  regular  worshipper.  The  subject 
selected  being  the  Good  Samaritan — one  most  properly  chosen, 
and  fully  illustratiye  of  the  private  career  of  Mr.  Gardner. 

We  have  now  traced  the  owners  of  the  Manor  from  the  last 
of  the  Saxon  Monarchs  down  to  its  present  Lord.  We  have 
seen  that  in  its  constitution  it  is  of  high  antiquity,  and  that  it 
has  been  held  respectively  by  many  royal  and  noble  personages. 
In  order  to  aid  the  reader  to  more  readily  trace  out  the  various 
manorial  proprietors  or  occupiers,  we  have  arranged  them  in 
chronological  order : — 


OWNERS    AND    LESSEES    OF    THE    CHELTENBAM     MANOR    FROM 
AD.    1041,  TO  A.D.  1861. 

King  Edward  tlie  Confessor.. from  1041  to  1065 

William  the  Conqneror 1066  1087 

WiUiaraRofiis       1087  1110 

Henry  I lUO  1135 

Stephen 1136  1154 

Henry  II.  and  Queen  Eleanor      1154  1189 

Walter  de  Hereford  (lessee) 1154  1156 

Richard  L 3380  1199 

King  John      1199  1216 

Henrv  de  Bohen  (lessee  under  John   1199  

Henry  III ...     1216  1272 

Earl  of  Salisbury  (grant  from  Henry  II.)    1219  1226 

William  E«pee,         ditto     ...     ^ 1226  1229 

Bishop  of  Hereford,  ditto     1229  1242 

Abbey  of  ffsoam|t     ditto *  1247  1312 

John  Litoel  (lessee) •- —  1309 

Abbey  c.f  Montbury       1312  1415 

tIenryV 1415  1422 

Henry  VI.      ...     ., 1422  1461 

Edward  IV     » 1461  1483 

Abbev  of  Sion ...  1^6  1540 

Sir  Maurice  Berkeley  (lessee)      — -  

Henry  VIII 1540  1647 
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Edward  VL    

Qneen  Marr 

Buckler  an3  Lygon  (lessees)  ...     ., 

Queen  Elisabeth     

Sir  John  Woolley,  kt.  (lessee)      

W.  Norwood,  Esq.  (lessee) ». 

James  I ♦ 

Prince  of  Wales  (Charles  the  Fittt)     

John  DUltoD,  Esq ». 

William  Button, Esq .». 

Sir  R.  Button,  Bart 

John  Button,  Esq. ...     ...     i..     ^^ 

J.  Lennox  Batton,  Esq 

Lord  Sherborne      ».     ,v. 

Lord  Sherborne  and  F.  Welles    

Lord  Sherborne     ^ 

James  Agg  Gardner,  Esq.      ...     

James  Tynte  Agg  Gardner,  Esq 


1547 

im 

1653 

1554 

1564 

1668 

IfiOS 

1589 

1603 

1603 

1624 

1624 

1628 

1628 

1661 

1661 

1676 

1675 

1709 

1709 

1743 

1744 

1776 

1776 

1811 

1811 

1820 

1820 

1843 

1843 

1859 

1859 

...^^ 

CHAP.  VI. 

!Stgbt»  and  ^ttbiieges  of  tl^e  iRnduot 

Thie  jurisdiction  of  the  Lord  of  tte  Manot  eltend?  over  the 
topyhold  property  within  the  parish,  and  over  a  portion  of  thd 
adjoining  village  of  Charlton  Kings.  The  rights  and  privileges 
both  of  the  owner  of  the  Manor,  and  of  the  copyholder,  are 
clearly  defined  by  Act  of  Parliament,  as  well  as  by  customs^ 
which  have  been  practised  from  time  immemorial.  The  tenure 
under  which  so  large  a  portion  of  the  toWn  is  held,  has  been 
considered  by  the  highest  legal  authorities  to  be  equal  to  Freehold 
in  the  security  which  it  gives  to  the  purchaser.  Surrenders  of 
estates,  either  by  purchase  or  heirship,  are  continually  being 
made^^a  practice  of  high  antiquity^  and  one  which  is  traceable 
so  far  back  ae  the  Saxon  and  Norman  eras* 
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ttadge  remarks,  **  By  the  customs  of  this  Manor,  lands  descend 
lis  by  common  law,  but  there  is  no  co-heirship.  The  eldest  or 
youngest  inherits  solely.  A  surviving  husband  does  not  hold 
by  courtesy,  and  the  customary  lands  pass  by  surrender  in  the 
usual  way.  The  greater  part  of  the  town  consists  of  burgage 
tenures  under  the  Manor ;  these  now  pass  by  lease  and  release, 
the  grant  by  copy  having  been  destroyed  by  a  verdict  of  ejectment 
in  1717.  To  these,  the  right  of  commonage  in  the  marsh,  of 
about  fifty  acres,  is  solely  appendant/'  James  the  I.,  to  whom 
the  Manor  devolved,  invested  it  in  the  names  of  trustees  for  the 
benefit  of  his  son,  the  heir  apparent  to  the  throne,  the  Prince 
of  Wales;  afterwards,  the  unfortunate  Charles  the  I.  The 
practice  of  the  Manor  officials,  up  to  that  time,  was  founded  upon 
ancient  usages,  which  naturally  led  to  disputes  concerning  the 
rights  of  copyholders,  and  the  extent  of  the  property  over  which 
the  Lord  had  control.  One  of  the  first,  (and  we  may  add  one 
of  the  wisest)  acts  which  this  Eoyal  possessor  did,  was  to  define 
the  boundary  of  his  property,  and  to  6x  fees  for  surrenders  and 
other  protective  items,  by  an  act  of  the  legislature.  In  order  to 
carry  out  his  intentions,  a  meeting  of  the  copyholders  wa» 
convened,  and  the  matter  fully  discussed  by  both  parties. 

"On  February  2j,  1624,  the  agreement  for  settling  the 
customs  of  the  Manor  was  entered  into  between  the  copyholders 
and  Prince  Charles,  being  then  Lord  of  the  Manor.  The  tenants 
paid  the  Lord  £1,200  for  his  consent  to  the  Act  in  the  following 
manner :— 23rd  February,  1624,  £300  >  1 0th  November,  1 624, 
£300;  15th  February,  1625.  £300  and  £280;  at  Eeading, 
where  the  term  was  kept  by  reason  of  the  sickness  at  London, 
£20 ;— Total,  £1,200'^  (Prinn).  Having  thus  mutually  come 
to  terms  with  each  other,  the  Lord  and  his  tenants  next  proceeded 
to  take  steps  for  carrying  matters  into  effect.  The  definition  of 
the  circuit  of  the  manor  was  indeed  a  difficult  task,  but  the 
difficulty  was  surmounted,  to  a  great  extent,  by  the  judicious 
selection  of  a  local  jury,  aided  by  a  most  eminent  Surveyor 
belonging  to  the  crown. 

"  The  obscure  state  of  the  town  rendered  the  positive  extent 
of  the  manor  uncertain  in  the  seventeenth  century,  and  conse- 
quently when  it  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
he  had  to  ascertain  how  far  bis  right  of  land  extended.  Finding 
that  the  boundaries  of  the  '  hundred  and  manor'  had  not  been 
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properly  defined  in  the  legal  conveyances,  he  appointed  a  court 
of  survey  to  be  held,  in  order  to  set  at  rest  the  question."  The 
jury  was  composed  of  thirty-two  of  the  principal  inhabitant 
landholders,  who  were  charged  upon  thirty  distinct  interrogatories, 
drawn  up  by  that  celebrated  topographer,  John  Norden,  Esq., 
who  was  then  the  surveyor-general  of  the  possessions  of  the 
crown.  The  evidence  taken  on  this  occasion  was  so  copious  that 
it  was  recorded  on  thirty-nine  presses  of  parchment.  From  this 
curious  document,  we  learn  what  was  considered  the  extent  of 
the  hundred  upwards  of  two  centuries  ago.  The  following 
extract  will  furnish  the  reader  with  some  interesting  and  valuable 
information  on  the  subject.  It  is  even  at  the  present  day  the 
best  account  extant.  The  many  alterations  and  improvements 
which  new  buildings  have  effected,  make  it  difficult  to  trace  out 
the  boundary  by  the  ancient  names  used ; — 

Manor  Boundaht.  —  Jnrors*  Report  A.D.  1625.— That  the  circuit  of  the 
Manor  befdnneth  at  Barbridg^,  North  West,  and  from  thence  extendeth  to 
HawHttff.raiU,  and  from  thence  to  Furren-hill,  and  from  thence  to  Swiudon-brook, 
and  from  thence  to  Rye-hedge,  and  from  thence  to  Mantle-meadow,  and  from 
thence  to  Swindon's  gate,  towards  the  north,  and  from  thence  to  Morrice-hill,  and 
from  thence  to  Chdtenham-bitook,  and  from  thence  extending  along  by  the  said 
brook  to  Cake-hridgp,  and  from  thence  to  Bouncer*s-gate,  and  so  to  Hewlett's, 
and  from  thence  to  the  stones  upon  North  field-hill,  towards  the  east,  and  from 
thence  to  Bowles-grove,  frOift  whence  to  Highwood-hiU,  and  from  thence  to 
Ringboume,  and  from  thence  toa  little  brook  leading  to  Goles-qaarr,  and  from 
thence  to  Whislye,  and  from  thence  to  Hyde-piece  End,  and  from  thence  to  a 
piece  called  Office,  and  from  thence  to  Richard  Straford's  piece,  and  from  thence 
to  Sowterlev,  towards  the  south,  and  from  thence  to  Black-hedge,  and  from  thence 
to  Hurley-field,  and  from  thence  to  Lynn-acre,  and  from  thence  to  Bandlands,  and 
from  thenreto  Lewens-laynes,  and  from  thence  to  the  Raynes,  and  from  thence  to 
Tymro-learow,  and  from  thence  to  the  outside  of  Harterfield  towards  the  west, 
and  from  thence  to  a  house  of  Reynold  Milton's,  called  the  Branyards^  and  from 
thence  to  Old-aen*,  and  from  thence  to  Barbridge  aforesaid :  which  notable  placet 
are,  and  always  of  antiquity,  were  the  limits,  or  the  particular  bound  marks  and 
meeres  of  the  whole  precincts  or  boundaries  of  the  Manor.  The  Prince  is  the 
immediate  and  only  chief  lord  of  the  soil  within  the  Manor  of  Cheltenham,  but 
of  such  soil  as  lieth  without  the  Manor  and  within  the  hundred  there  arb  others 
who  are  lords  thereof,  but  yet  the  Prince  is  lord  paramount  thereof,  likewise  the 
Prince,  or  his  farmer,  hath  the  liberty  of  fishing  or  fowling  belonging  to  this 
Manor,  and  other  liberty  of  profit  or  princely  pleasitfB.  That  they  know  not  of 
any  freeholder,  or  customary  hereditary  tenant,  that  hath  died  without  heir, 
general  or  special,  but  only  one  Robert  Johnsons,  who  died  without  heir,  possessed 
of  two  messuages,  which  escheated  to  the  lord,  who  sithence  granted  the  same  to 
one  William  Whitehorne,  in  biisfe  tcBtire,  to  hold  to  him  and  his  heirs  according 
to  the  custom  of  the  Manor.  And  do  not  know  of  any  freeholders  or  burgagera 
which  are  dead,  and  their  heirs  have  not  come  in,  and  done  their  fealties,  and  paid 
their  reliefe ;  and  say  that  a  customary  tenant  may  surrender  to  his  heir  under 
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Rge,  withotit  compomiding  without  the  Lord,  batpayeth  fine  andherioti,  tcoordiog 
to  the  eastern  in  that  behalf  is  certab.  That  all  waifes,  strayes,  felons,  fogitives, 
and  deodand^s  goois^  with  all  their  royalties,  within  the  precincts  of  the  Manor 
and  hundred,  and  the  members  thereof,  do  belong  and  appertain  to  tbe  Prkce,  or 
the  farmrer  for  the  time  being.  That  the  benefit  of  fishing  doth  belong  nnto  the 
chief  lord  of  this  Manor,  or  his  farmer,  and  there  is  a  brook  that  doth  yiekt  both 
troat  and  eds.  That  there  is  no  land  nor  rents,  to  their  knowledge,  concealed, 
detained,  or  denied,  other  than  the  Chnrch-honse,  which  is  standing  most  part  in  - 
the  Chnrch-yard.  That  there  is  a  wood  called  Orley-wood,  which  is  in  the 
possession  ol  Thomas  Nicholas,  Esq.,  holden  of  the  rrince  by  lease,  under  a 
yearly  r^t. 

Having  thus  settled  by  a  local  jury  the  extent  of  the  Manor 
over  which  he  had  control,  the  Royal  Prince  next  proceeded  to 
fulfil  another  part  of  his  agreement-^the  securing  of  a  new 
legislative  enactmentt  In  prosecuting  this  matter  both  parties 
seem  to  have  acted  in  unison,  and  the  question  was  speedily 
settled,  and  the  rights  of  all  concerned  protected  by  the  strong 
arm  of  the  law. 

The  Act  by  which  the  customs  of  the  manor  are  at  present 
administered,  was  enacted  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Charles 
I.  It  was  introduced  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  June  20 ;  passed 
its  second  reading  on  June  25,  and  went  into  committee  on  June 
28, 1625.  The  committee  on  the  occasion  was  composed  of  the 
following  distinguished  persons: — ^The  Bishops  of  Gloucester 
and  St.  David,  Lord  Treasurer,  Lord  Privy  SeaC  Lord  President, 
Bishop  of  Durham,  Lord  Berkeley,  Lord  Conway,  Lord  Scrope, 
Lord  Kussell,  Lord  Danvers  and  Lord  Spencer.  The  bill  passed 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on  July  the  4th  following,  without 
going  into  committee,  and  received  the  Boyal  Assent  at  Oxford 
(m  AugHst  the  1st,  1625.  The  rapid  manner  in  which  the  Act 
passed  both  Houses  of  Legislature  is  remarkable.  The  small 
expense  which  was  incurred  in  procuring  this  great  bpon  is 
worthy  of  note^  and  forms  a  striking  contrast  to  the  heavy  legal 
charges  which  have  since  attended  the  obtaining  of  our  modem 
Local  Actsv  Prinn  has  preserved  tbe  items  of  expenditure,  and 
we  place  them  on  record  here  as  a  curious  illustration  of  the 
practice  of  the  law  in  the  seventeenth  century.  From  this  "bill 
of  costs  "  it  will  be  seen  that  the  moderate  sum  of  seventy-four 
pounds  gave  rights  over  property  situated  on  an  area  of  upwards 
ol:one  thofusand  acres: — 
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CHAKOES  01  THE  HOUBE  OT  LOKDS  TOR  PASSING  THE  CHELTENHAM 

Manobial  Act. 

Mr.  Elsinge,  cleric  of  the  upper  house 

John  ThrokmortoD,  his  clerk        

Printing  57  bretiatts     

The  lord  keeper's  fee      

Por  the  order  of  onr  committee    

For  writing  the  same    

Por  reading  the  act  in  the  upper  house 

Sergeant  Bridgman,  for  attending  committee 

Mr.  Maxwell,  the  gentleman  usher      

To  him,  for  wafers  and  ipocras  for  the  lords 

Mr.  Crane,  the  yeoman  usher       

The  doorkeeper  of  the  upper  house      

Mr.  Parkinson,  for  attending  committee      

John  Throkmorton,  ditto      

Por  engrossing  the  act    

Mr.  EUinge's  fee,  being  above  two  skins      


Charges  oe  the  House  oi  Commons. 

Sir  Thos.  Crewe,  the  speaker 

Mr.  Wright,  the  clerk     

To  the  sergeant  and  other  officers 

Mr.  Wright's  two  clerks 

To  the  doorkeeper ... 
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The  simplicity  witli  whicli  this  invaluable  and  curious  state- 
ment is  drawn  up  testifies  the  sincerity  of  all  parties  concerned  in 
the  transaction.  The  tenants  appear  to  have  paid  all  the  expenses 
thus  incurred  for  securing  their  rights  and  privileges.  Little 
did  either  the  Prince,  copyholder,  or  legislator  imagine  that  when 
they  were  procuring  this  enactment  for  a  small  town,  with  its 
poor  rural  population,  that  the  same  place  should  afterwards  be 
tiansformed  into  the  wealthy  "Queen  of  Watering  Places,"  with 
its  40,000  inhabitants  i 
>  TTie  Cheltenham  Manor  Act  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  briefest 
and  best  of  the  kind  ever  passed  in  England.  Its  clauses  are 
remarkably  clear  and  simple,  and  it  is,  throughout,  free  from 
ambiguity.    The  security  which  it  gives  to  the  purchasers  renders 
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the  copyhold  property  of  the  town  equal  in  all  important  respects 
to  freehold.  It  gives  privileges  to  the  descendants  cf  copyholders 
which  are  not  conferred  by  the  common  law  of  the  land.  At 
the  open  courts,  periodically  called  by  public  advertisement, 
surrenders  of  estates  are  made,  and  the  owners  enrolled,  upon 
the  payment  of  a  fixed  fee,  and  thus  the  purchase  is  qiiickly 
secured  without  any  legal  difficulty.  As  a  largf  portion  of  the 
land  upon  which  the  town  is  built  is  copyhold,  J^e  shall  publish 
the  entire  Act,  feeling  assured  that  it  will  be  rwd  with  interest. 
Under  the  power  of  the  new  Act,  the  Manorifl. Court  was  held 
OD  June  3,  1629,  since  which  period  Courts  hfve  been  regularly 
called.  The  original  Act,  as  printed  by  the  House  of  Commons 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First,  is  a  small  ^ctavo,  and  is  a 
curious  specimen  of  typography.  A  copy  is  ii^site  possession  of 
W.  N.  Skillicome,  Esq.,  J.P. 

CHELtElTHAlt  MlNOR  ACt. 

An  Act  for  the  settling  or  confirmation  of  the  Copyhold  Estates  and  customi  of 
the  tenants  in  base  tennre  of  the  Manor  of  Cheltenhani,  in  the  County  of 
Gloucester,  and  of  the  Manor  of  Ashley,  otherwise  called  Charlton  Kings,  in  the 
said  Connty,  being  holden  of  the  said  Manor  of  Cheltenham,  according  to  the 
agreement  thereof,  made  between  the  King's  most  excellent  Majesty,  being  then 
Rince  of  Wales,  Dnke  of  Cornwall  and  York,  and  Earl  of  Chester,  Lord  of  the 
said  Manor  of  Cheltenham,  and  Giles  Greville,  Esq.,  Lord  of  the  said  Manor  of 
Ashley,  and  the  said  copyholders  of  the  said  several  manors. 

Whereas,  within  the  said  Manor  of  Cheltenham,  and  within  the  said  Manor  of 
Asliley,  the  said  copyholders  in  base  tennre  of  those  several  manors,  having 
customary  estates  of  inheritance,  to  them  and  to  their  heirs  in  their  severul 
customary  messuages  and  lands,  many  questions  and  doubts  have  been  of  late 
made,  touching  their  customs ;  many  of  them  being  uncertain,  unreasonable,  and 
inconvenient,  that  it  bath  caused  many  suits  at  law,  and  great  expenses  in  money, 
and  much  loss  and  trouble,  inasmuch  that  in  many  years  past  the  said  manors 
have  yielded  but  little  profit,  either  to  lords  or  tenants:  for  remedy  whereof,  and 
for  avoiding  of  suits,  and  for  the  quieting  and  establishing  of  the  estates  of 
tenants  and  their  posterity  within  the  saia  manors,  there  being  a  composition 
made,  and  an  agreement  had  between  our  said  Sovereign  Lord  the  icing's  Majesty, 
being  then  Prince  of  Wales,  and  Lord  of  the  said  Manor  of  Cheltenham,  with 
the  advice  of  his  then  council  and  commissioners  of  hit  revenue,  and  the  copy- 
holders of  the  said  manor,  and  between  the  said  Giles  Greville,  Esq.,  Lord  of  tlie 
said  Manor  of  Ashley,  and  of  the  copyholders  of  that  manor,  according  to  which 
compositions  and  agreements  it  is  humbly  desired  by  the  said  copyholders  and 
tenanis  of  the  said  several  manors,  that  it  be  enacted. 

And  be  it  enacted,  by  the  King's  most  excellent  Majesty,  the  lords  spiritual  and 
temporal,  and  the  commons  in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same  parliament,  that  the  said  copyholders  of  the  said  manors, 
and  either  of  them,  shall  and  may  henceforth  hold  the  said  customary  messuages 
and  lands  of  the  said  manors,  severally  and  respectively,  by  copies  of  court-roll, 
to  them  and  to  their  heirs,  by  suit  of  court,  and  by  the  yearly  rents,  works,  silver. 
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Feter-penc^,  and  bread-reap  money  to  be  paid  anoi^ally  and  req^eetiTdy^  double 
the  rents  only  being  payable  by  those  copyholders  not  adding  therwint^  the  work,, 
reap-money,  Peter-penoe,  and  other  payments. 

And  farther,  that  the  said  oopyholdera,  anon  their  several  deaths, and  snrrendert  >  . 
shall  pay  for  and  in  lien  of  an  heriot,  the  snm  of  thiiij  shiUingi,  for  even  » 
messaage,  and  the  lands  and  tenements  thereunto  belonging,  or  therewith  used, 
and  so  according  to  that 'rate  for  the  quantity,  more  or  less,  if  it  should  haopen,  ' 
any  messuage,  lauds,  or  tenements  to  bediTided;  and  tbat^the  deaoents  of  the 
said  customary  lands  shall  be  from  henceforth  in  fee  simple,  according  to  the  rnW  . 
of  common  law. 

Saving  only,  and  be  it  also  enacted,  by  the  anthority  aforesaid,  that  if  any  oopy- 
ho^ers  of  the  said  manors,  or  of  eitheiT  of  themi  shall  die  wUhont  mala  issue, 
having  daughters,  that  the  eldestdaaghter  shall  inheriit  solely,  as  the  eldest  son  ; 
ought  to  do  by  tlie  course  of  the  common  law ;  and  if  any  of  the.said  customary 
lands  or  tenements  shall,  or  ought,  according  to  the  course  of  common  law,  to 
descend  to  any  sisters,  annts,  or  female  cousbs,  that.then,  in  e?ery  tttcb  case,  the 
eldest  sister,  aunt,  or  female  cousin,  shall  inherit  the  said  landa  ^r  teneotent^  s^el/  r 
and  alone. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  all  and  every  of  the 
copyholders,  of  the  said  several  manors,  for  the  time.bebig,  shall  and  may 
surrender  their  several  tenements  and  lands  customary,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  the 
use  of  any  person  or  persons,  aa  well  in  op^n  coiyrt  before  the  steward  of  the  said 
manors,  for  the  time  being,  as  out  of  court,  before  two  copyholders  at  the  least  of 
*  the  said  manors  jrespectively^  and  shall  and  may,  likewise,  make  a  grant  of  their 
several  lands  and  messuages  customary,  or  any  part  or  ])art»  thereof,  to  any  person 
or  persons,  for  the  granter's  life,  and  12  years  after  his  decease,  or  for  12  or  any 
less  number  of  years,  according  as  now  the  said  copyholders  may  do,  by  the  custom 
of  the  said  copyholders  paying  to  the  said  lords,  severally  and  respectively,  upon 
every  grant  for  life,  and  12  years,  of  a  messaage  with  the  lands  and  tenementfr 
thereunto  bdbnging  or  therewith  used,  one  wnole  year's  ancient  rent  for  a  fine, 
and  so  according  to  the  quantity  of  lands  to  be  granted. 

And  be  it  likewise  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  it  shall  and  maybe 
lawful,  for  every  of  the  copyholders  of  the  said  manors,  for  the  time  being,  to 
grant,  limit,  and  assign,  aU,  or  any  part  of  their  several  customary  messuages  and 
lands,  to  any  of  their  wives,  for  tlie4erm  of  the  life  of  any  wife,  for  her  jointure, 
paying  a  fine  to  the  lords  of  the  said  manors  ree|)ectively,  upon  ever^  such  grani 
of' a  whole  messuage,  with  the  lands  and  tenemettts  thereunto  belongiug,  or  there* 
with  used,  half^a-year's  aneient  rent ;  and  so,  likewise,  according  to  the  quantity 
of  the  lands  so  granted;  and  that  all  and  every  such  grants,  limitations  and 
assignments,  so  to  be  made  as  is  aforesaid,  shul  be  made  either  in  open  conrt, 
before  the  stewards  of  those  several  manors  respectively,  or  oat  of  eourt  before  tvro 
copyholders  at  the  least  of  the  said  several  manors  respectively.  And  that  sucb  of 
the  said  surrenders,  grants,  limitations,  and  assignments,  as  shall  be  made  out  of 
court,  shall  be  presented  at  the  next  public  conrt  of  the  said  manors  respectively 
to  be  holden  upon  lawful  summons  by  those  copyholders  before  whom  sn^b 
surrenders,  grants,  limitations  and  assignments,  shall  be  made,  or  the  survivor  of 
them,  upou  pain  of  forfeiture  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  within  which  the  de£uilt 
shall  be,  ten  shillings  a-piece,  to  be  levied  orreeqvered  by  actions  of  debt,  or 
distress,  as  shall  seem  good,  to  the  lord  or  the ^ward,  or  stewards  of  the  said 
respective  courts*  And  upon  default  of  presenting  sueh  surrenders,  grants, 
limitations,  and  assignments,  at  every  public  court  that  shall  be  holden  as  afore- 
said, they  shall  forfeit  such  a  sum  as  shall  be  imposed  upon  them  by  the  steward 
or  stewards  of  the  said  manors  respectively,  so  that  none  of  the  said  fines,  ao.to 
be  imposed,  exqeed  the~aum  of  .twenty  shilUngs  a-pieoe.for  any  one  defiaidt  j  and 
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"^fer^fitteh  fttte,iBo  to  be  iaqAsftc^,  skall  »Bd  (imy  be  leried  and  recofered  us  afore- 
sud. 

And  be  it  ako  enacted  that  each  grants,  limitations,  and  assignments,  as 
"ifnresa&d,  «liaH  be  ebrOUed  in  the  said«oort  of  the  said  several  manors  respectively 
paying  to  the  steward  for  &e  enroUiag  and  engrossing  thereof,  sach  fees  as  hatli 
been  accastomed. 

Provided  always,  that  all  grafts,  at  any  titoe  heretofore  made,  for  the  life  of 
'the  granter  and  twelve  years  alter,  or  of  or  for  any  lesser  term,  according  to  the 
eastern  heretofore  iised,  •\iti\.  and  may  be  enjoyed  accordingly. 

And  further,  be' it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  wives  of  all  and 
'elvery  the  oopyheldehi'of  tliei  said  manors,  and  every  of  them,  shall,  from  hence- 
forth, have  for  dower,  daring  their  Hves,  the  third  part  only  of  their  hnsbands' 
cnstomary  lands ;  and  the  said  third  part  to  be  set  apart  and  assigned  to  them  by 
the  homage  of  the  ooart  wherein  the  presentment  of  the  death  of  the  hasbaud 
shall  be  presented,  or  within  sneh  ttme  next  after  the  said  court  as  shall  be 
limited  by  ^er stewards  in  that  behalf.  B«t  all  such  wife  and  wives  as  shall  here- 
after accept  and  take  a  jointure  of  their  hnsbaAds'  customary  lands,  within  the  said 
tnanors,  or  either  of  them,  by  grant,  limitation,  or  assignment,  as  aforesaid,  before 
her  marriage,  or  shall  accept  of  such  a  jointure  after  marriage,  and  agree  there- 
unto, after  ttie  death  of  her  said  husbaiMl,  shall  be  conduded  and  barred  to  demand 
any  dower  of  those  or  custoibary  lands  of  such  husband,  within  the  said  manors, 
«r  either  of  tliem. 

Provided  always,  that  women  new  living,  being  heretofore  wives  of  any  of  the 
oopyhoMersof  the  said  manors,  or  either  of  them,  dying  tenants,  and  also  the  now 
wives  of  aov  of  the  copyholders  of  the  said  manors,  or  either  of  them,  shall,  and 
may  enjoy  the  customary  Unds  of  the  how  or  late  husband's  dying  tenants,  for 
thnrlivea  and  twelve  yeam  afterwards,  as  if  this  act  had'ii^ver  been  had  or  made. 

And  further;  be'  it  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  ail  and  every  the 
wife  or  wives  of  the  copyholders  of  the  said  manors,  or  either  of  them,  which 
cSiall  join  in  any  grant  or  surrender,  with  her  or  their  husbands,  of  any  the 
customary  messuages  or  lands,  being  trst  solely  or  secretly  examined  in  court, 
according  to  the  custom  thete,  shall  be  coneluded  and  barred  aflerwaids  to  claim 
any  right,  title,  or  estate,  whataoever,  or  in  those  lands  so  by  her  surrendered 
granted  as  aforesaid. 

Be  it  farthiir  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  no  husband  which  shall 
hereafter  be  married  to  a  wife,  seised  of  any  copyhold  land  within  the  said  manors, 
shall  have  any  power,  right,  or  interest^  by  surviving  the  wife  and  fining  with  the 
lord,  or  otlienme,  by  customs  of  the  said  manors,  or  either  of  them  to  nave,  hold, 
or  keep,  or  otherwise  to  convey  or  dispose  of  the  said  lands  from  the  right  heir  of 
the  said  wife ;  or  that  any  woman  which  hereafter  shall  be  married  to  a  husband 
seised  of  any  eopyhbid  lands  within  the  said  manors,  shall  have  any  power,  right, 
oi  title,  by  surviving  her  husband,  or  otherwise  by  the  custom  of  the  said  manors, 
to  have,  hold,  or  keep,  or  otherwise  to  convey  and  ^spose,  the  said  lands  from 
the  heir  of  the  said  husband. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  all  customs  and 
nsages  heretofore  used  and  allowed  within  tlie  said  manors  or  either  of  them, 
oonoeraing  the  liaving  or  enjoying  of  any  of  the  said  customary  lands  and  teiie- 
meuts  by  any  vridow  of  the  said  customary  tenants  of  the  said  manors,  or  either 
of  them,  or  by  any  after  taken  husband  of  such  widow,  or  by  the  heirs  of  any 
such  wife  or  alter  taken  husband,  or  ooncemlDg  of  the  descending  of  any  of  the 
kaid  customary  lands  or  tenements  to  any  other  person  or  persons,  or  in  any  other 
manner  or  form  than  is  herein-before  declared,  shall  be  utterly  void  and  of  no 
effect;  and  that  all  other  lawful  customs  and  usages  heretofore  used  or  allowed 
vithin  the  aaid  manors,  oi  either  of  th^m,  not  being  repugnant  and  contrary  to 
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the  true  meaning  of  this  act,  shall  be  and  remain  good  and  effectual,  and  are  and 
shall  be  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  authority  of  this  present  act. 

This  brief  and  explicit  act  develops  all  that  is  required  to  be 
known  of  the  legal  connection  between  the  copyholder  and  the 
Lord  of  the  Manor.  By  virtue  of  its  powers  a  title  is  given  to  all 
the  property  over  which  the  manorial  jurisdiction  extends,  which 
includes  1,200  acres,  and  upwards  of  5,000  dwelling-houses. 
The  Act  is  remarkable  for  the  protection  which  it  gives  to  the 
wife  of  the  copyholder,  so  much  so,  that  the  husband  cannot  sell 
without  her  consent,  which  virtually  gives  her  a  legal  interest  in 
the  estate.  This  clause  in  the  act,  (so  different  from  the  spirit 
of  the  common  law  which  does  not  sanction  the  holding  of 
Keal  Estate  by  females),  was  practically  illustrated  by  events 
which  occurred  in  the  town  in  1835.  A  Colonel  RiddeU,  who 
was  a  very  influential  resident  for  many  years,  sold,  at  intervals, 
his  property,  which  was  of  considerable  value,  and  included  the 
very  extensive  and  once  celebrated  Wellington  Mansion.  At  the 
time  these  sales  were  effected  it  was  not  known  that  the  Colonel 
was  a  married  gentleman.  It  appears  that  for  some  years 
previous  he  had  not  lived  with  Mrs.  Eiddell,  and  therefore  no 
suspicion  of  her  existence  was  excited.  The  Colonel  died  in 
1825,  and  his  widow,  who  probably  did  not  hear  of  the 
circumstance  for  some  years  afterwards,  laid  claim  to  her  Dower 
in  1830,  and  prosecuted  her  efforts  for  five  years,  until  she  had 
succeeded.  This  event  attracted  both  local  and  general  attention 
at  the  time.  Owners  of  valuable  property  were  surprised  to 
find  that  after  having  paid  their  money  they  actually  had  no  real 
title  until  the  widow  Dower's  was  satisfied.  The  following 
account  from  a  local  paper  of  the  time  will  afford  an  idea  of  the 
means  resorted  to  for  obtaining  legal  occupation : — 

THI  iriI>OW  KIDDlLl'S  DOWIR. 

Consideiable  excitement  prevailed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  George's  Place^ 
during  the  past  week,  in  consequenee  of  attempts  that  have  been  made  by  the 
attorney  of  Mrs.  Kiddell  and  the  homage^  to  obtain  an  entry  upon  the  property, 
sold  by  her  late  husband.  Col.  RiddeU,  for  the  purpose  of  setting  forth  her 
dower,  in  pursuance  of  a  mandamus  issued  by  the  Court  of  King's  Bench.  The 
following  lire  the  particulars  of  the  case : — 

The  late  Col.  RiddeU  came  to  reside  in  Cheltenham  about  the  year  ISOO—and 
subsequently  became  a  person  who  dealt  in  lands  and  tenements  within  the 
Manor,  and  during  a  period  of  20  years  much  property  passed  through  his  hands. 

It  is  a  custom  of  tne  M  anor  of  Cheltenham,  that  the  Widow  of  a  Copyholder 
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shall  have  for  Dower,  one  third  part  of  all  the  property  of  which  her  husband 
may  have  been  seised  any  time  during  the  coTertnra  should  the  husband  alienate 
anyportion  of  it,  wUhout  her  consent. 

When  the  Col.  came  here  he  was  separated  from  his  wife,  and  havinff  passed 
himself  off  as  a  sing^  man,  he  succeeded,  easily,  in  effecting  various  sales  with 
different  parties. 

The  Colonel  died  in  1826,  but  the  Widow  did  not  claim  her  Power,  on  all  the 
property,  till  1830. 

The  elum  for  the  Dower  came  on  many  poor  families,  widows,  and  children, 
like  a  thunder  dap.  The  court  of  King's  iBench  directed  a  Mandamus,  withoul 
forcible  entry,  to  the  Steward  of  the  Manor  to  set  out  the  Dower  of  the  Widow ; 
and  in  consequence,  during  the  last  few  days,  the  Homage  of  the  Manor  has  been 
paying  visits  to  the  different  lands  and  tenements.  The  Homage  was  marshalled 
oy  the  Widow's  attorney ;  aud  the  great  ingenuity  displayed  by  the  party  to  gain 
admittance  to  the  different  houses  was  worthy  of  a  better  cause. 

In  Wellington-street,  a  few  days  since,  they  effected  an  entrance  to  a  honse 
during  the  temporary  absenoe  of  the  servant,  who,  when  she  returned,  turned 
the  key  on  them,  and  kept  them  in  prison  the  chief  part  of  the  day. 

In  two  other  instances  they  succeeded  in  getting  into  houses,  where  there  were 
sick  ladies,  one  of  which  was  the  house  of  Mr.  Vaile,  detailed  in  our  police 
report 

In  fact,  the  tenants  (about  60)  against  whom  this  claim  is  made,  have  been  kept 
in  a  state  of  siege  for  some  days,  by  the  visits  of  the  Homage  and  the  zeal  of 
their  commandant,  the  attorney  of  the  widow.  Dower  is  also  claimed  out  o( 
Cheltenham  Chapel  and  burying  ground,  which  the  belligerents  hope,  it  is  said, 
to  van  possession  of  by  following  some  funeral  procession  {Cheltenham  'Bre9 
Frets,  June  20, 1835). 

The  Manor  Act  is  also  notable  for  the  valid  manner  in  which 
it  secures  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Manor  tenant  in 
reference  to  the  payment  of  fees.  This  is  evident  from  the  few 
litigations  that  have  taken  place  between  **  the  Lord  and  his 
holders,"  and  when  a  legal  dispute  has  arisen  the  copyholder 
has  invariably  gained  the  victory.  A  modem  practice  of 
multiplying  surrenders  and  fees  had  arisen,  and  it  was  resolved 
to  test  the  legality  of  the  same  by  taking  a  case  to  a  Superior 
Law  Court.  A  public  meeting  was  accordingly  held  of  the 
Cheltenham  Copyholders  on  February  21,  1853,  at  which  Sir 
William  Eussell,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Charlton, 
presided.  Besolutions  were  then  passed  in  defence  of  the  tenants, 
rights,  and  it  was  determined  to  prosecute  their  claims.  The 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench  decided  in  favour  of  the  copyholder 
on  the  question  of  fees  and  against  the  practice  of  the  local 
Court — thus  bearing  testimony  to  the  liberal  and  protective 
character  of  our  Manor  Act.  At  this  meeting  facts  were 
adduced  which  strikingly  manifest  the  ancient  practices  of  the 
court  compared  with  the  present.     In  supporting;^  the  resolution^ 
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two  resident  legal  gentlemen  of  considerable  practice  in  copyhold 
conveyancing,  mentioned  incidents  which,  from  their  historical 
bearing,  we  here  record.  S.  H.  Gael,  Esq  ,  barrister  at  law» 
remarked  "  that  the  ancient  custom  of  the  Manor  was,  that  when 
a  party  was  possessed  of  several  lots  of  copyhold  property,  the 
whole  might  be  sold  or  devised  in  one  lot  or  mortgaged,  in  one 
document,  and  on  the  payment  of  one  fee.  This  custom  of  late 
years  had  been  broke  in  upon,  and  a  seperate  fee  was  now 
demanded  upon  every  seperate  lot  of  land,  and  in  caaes  of  trust, 
for  every  separate  name  inserted  in  the  trust  deed."  J.  Bubb, 
Esq ,  observed  "To  prove  that  one  surrender  was  sufficient  in 
law  and  custom  for  seperate  lots  oi  property,  he  might  cite  the 
case  of  the  Be-la-bere  property,  consisting  of  a  tract  of  land 
from  Uckington  to  Charlton,  and  comprising  a  vast  number  of 
separate  copyholds,  having  originally  from  100  to  150  owners^ 
and  yet  this  property  repeatedly  passed  from  1760,  1790  down- 
wards to  1807,  and  was  repeatedly  treated  as  one  entire  property. 
If  separate  fees  had  been  demanded  for  the  De-la-bere  estate, 
these  transfers  would  have  cost  at  least  £3,000  {Cheltenham 
Uxamin€r,¥ehmsLTy2S,  1853). 

From  time  immemorial  two  Courts  Leet  have  annually  been 
held,  (and  the  practice  is  stiU  continued)  during  the  months  of 
November  aod  May.  A  jury  is  summoned,  presentments  made, 
and  the  offices  of  High  Bailiff,  Bailiff  of  the  Hundred,  Tything- 
men.  Constables,  and. others  of  minor  note  filled  up.  A  custom 
prevails  which  helps  to  perpetuate  the  origin  of  the  Cheltenham 
Waters.  It  has  been  thus  communicated  to  us  by  a  long 
resident  copyholder,  Mr.  C.  Hale. 

After  the  business  is  gone  through  the  tenants  assemble  to  the  cnstomair 
dinner,  provided  by  the  Lord  of  the  Manor,  usually  held  at  the  Plough  Hotel. 
The  discovery  of  the  inedicina]  waters  is  perpetuated  by  the  obligation  ob  the 
landlord  to  put  on  the  table  two  pigeons,  which  are  attached  to  a  nam,  or  some 
other  joint  of  meat,  and  woe  betide  the  unlucky  carver  if  by  accident  or  design 
they  are  displaced.  Should  a  novice  thus  infringe  the  standing  rule  of  the 
court  he  is  sure  to  be  heavily  fined,  aa  is  also  the  Host  should  he  omit  to  place 
them  on  the  table. 

Until  the  past  few  years  the  Manorial  officials  had  veiy 
important  work  to  perform,  for,  prior  to  the  passing  of  the 
Commissioners,  and  Constabulary  Acts,  they  were  the  only  loo^ 
sanitary  conservators.  We  give  some  extracts  from  the  Manorial 
Eecords  which  will  strikingly  illustrate  what  were  the  duties 
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incumbeBt  upon  juries  at  tfamr  aunual  assemblages,  oomtnencing 
with  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  was  for  five  years  the 
Lady  of  the  Manor. 

Noncis  or  rKooiBDiices  ot  the  mobe  AKcmrr  Courts  Lbit  or  thb 
Mai^or,  Borough,  and  Hundrxd  qi  Ohsltbh ham. 
As  TO  Watirs.— In  9  Eliz.,  4  April.— At  view  of  Praokpledge,  an  or4er  was 
made  to  repair  the  sluice  at  the  mill  for  the  water  to  flow  into  the  Town. 

SUt  September.— The  Miller  at  Cambray  Mill  was  ordered  to  let  the  water  flow 
through  the  sluice  holes  three  days  weekly. 
Order. — ^That  the  tenant  of  Cambray  Mill  should  have  a  sluice  at  the  lower 
end  of  his  pond,  iu  the  place  accustomed,  with  three  holes,  through  whieh 
the  water  may  run  three  days  every  week,  one  to  be  bored  with  a  yoke  aagar» 
the  second  with  «n  inch  augur,  and  the  third  a  three-quarter  aogor.    3rd 
October,  3  Elizabeth. 
Services  and  expenses  of  water  courses,  &c.,  were  often  districted,  thus— 

1.  Orders  are  frequently  made  for  the  inhabitants  of  a  part  to  cleanse  the 
horsepool  of  the  town.    6  Jac.  1,  July  26th,  13  Eliz. 

2.  The  inliabitants  of  the  south-side  of  the  street  are  to  cleanse  the  ditohet 
from  the  church  stille  to  the  mill  sluice.    26th  July,  13  Eliz. 

Presentment  of  obstruction  of  water  in  the  common  pool.    7th  April,  6  Eliz. 
There  appears  to  have  been  a  common  fountain  or  well  at  view  of  Frankpledge. 
4  Eliz.,  llth  October.    It  was 
Ordered.— That  no  one  place  things  within  12  feet  of  the  common  fountain* 
and  in  44<  Eliz.,  a  person  was  presented  for  having  taken  and  carried  a  post 
and  heavy  weight  from  the  common  fountain  in  Cheltenham  street. 

As  TO  Wats.— 27th  Peb.,  6  Jac,  1.— Ordinance  against  driving  any  cart* 
wain,  or  cattle,  through  the  church  path. 

1st  April,  6  Jac.-^Presentment  of  making  saw-pit  in  the  highway. 

I  license  to  erect  a  porch  to  a  house  upon  the  street. 

9th  Oct.,  15  Jac. — Order  to  cut  trees  overhanging  a  highway. 

2od.  April,  2  Eliz.— Order  to  make  a  causeway  in  the  street. 

3rd  April,  1616. — Order  for  every  householder,  fiom  the  upper  end  of  the 
town  of  Cheltenham  to  the  lower  end  thereof,  to  pitch  and  pave  before  their 
booses  the  foil  breadth  of  five  feet,  whereby  every  passenger  may  traFcl  thereupon . 

As  to  Nuisances.— Tth  April,  6  Eliz.— Presentment  of  the  nuisance  of  a 
Jakes  and  order  to  remove  it. 

Order  to  abate  a  gutter  through  whioh  offensive  matter  was  oonducted  to  the 
King*8  highway. 

NuiSAifCES  TO  Private  Persons.- 6th  Dec.,  7  Jac.— Order  to  John  Hall  to 
remove  a  dnng>-hill  near  the  house  of  Wm.  Stroud,  so  that  it  no  longer  be  a 
nuisance  to  William  Stroud. 

LoDGiNOS. — 1st  April,  6  Jac. — Presentment  of  cottages  built  without  four 
acres  of  land  required  by  the  statute. 

15th  April,  12  Jac. — Order  that  no  person  fnot  being  town- born  children) 
shall  dwell  in  any  house,  tenement,  cottage,  or  chamber  within  the  hundred,  or 
shall  there  remain  above  one  month,  but  shall  first  give  security  to  the  constables 
or  constable  and  cburobwardens  of  that  plaoe  for  the  time  being  to  save  the  same 
parish  harmieaslrom  idl  daoagea  that  shall  vme  by  them,  and  that  dq  person  ^hat 
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hath  come  and  dwelt  in  any  parish  within  this  hundred,  since  the  last  data, 
withoQt  security  given  as  aforesaid,  shall  remain  one  month  after  this  date,  upon 
paine  that  every  such  person  shall  forfeit  for  every  month  that  he  shall  so  continue 
without  security  given  as  aforesaid,  &c 

Nothing  is  more  common  than  presentments,  that  householders  received  inmates 
without  taking  security  to  exonerate  the  parish,  and  fines  are  imposed  upon  the 
inmates  and  their  receivers.    6  Jac  1.,  April,  1616. 

At  TO  Fire  Engines.— 16th  April,  12  Jac— fcvery  malster  within  the  town  of 
Cheltenham  shall  pay  and  provide  before  Whitsontyde  next  one  or  more  buckets 
of  leather,  to  be  ready  in  their  houses  against  any  casualty  of  fire,  and  that  every 
other  able  inhabitant  of  the  towne  shall  pay  all  such  sums  of  money  as  the 
constables  and  churchwardens,  or  the  more  part  of  them,  shall  tax  upon  them  for 
the  buying  and  making  of  sufficient  ladders,  rooches,  and  other  small  hooks,  to  be 
necessarily  used  at  time  of  need  (regard  being  had  of  such  persons  as  have  already 
bought  buckets,  or  payd  towards  the  buying  of  great  hooks),  upon  paine  that 
every  person  making  default,  or  refusing  to  pay  his  several  taxation  shall  forfisit 
vi#.  YlUd. 

8th  Oct.,  10  Jac.— Particular  persons  ordered  to  amend  their  houses  and  make 
sufficient  flues  or  chimneys  against  danger  of  fire. 

1 609. — Order  to  a  person  to  make  a  chimney  two  feet  higher  than  the  top  of 
his  house  for  avoiding  of  the  danger  of  fire. 

Parties  required  to  show  their  fire  buckets  3rd  April,  1616. 

Order  that  no  man  inhabiting  the  town  of  Cheltenham  should  burn  any  candle 
in  any  outhouse,  at  any  time,  without  a  lantern. 

Halsters  not  to  make  fires  for  drying  malt  after  10  at  night. 

Every  inhabitant  of  Cheltenham  setting  a  house  to  a  tenant,  is  to  make  a 
sufficient  chimney  or  flue,  well  daubed  and  plastered,  4  foot  above  the  house,  to 
prevent  the  danger  of  fire. 

As  TO  PRECAUTioift  AGAINST  OvER-CROWDiHO.— 6th  April,  9  Jac— Frank- 
pledge. Presentment  that  Dobbins  sounded  his  drum  up  and  down  the  towne  of 
Cheltenham,  in  the  market,  accompanied  by  B..  Olerke  and  divers  other  young 
fellows;  Clerke  following  I)obbins  with  a  truucheou,  like  a  lyvetenant  or 
marshallman,  and  proclaiming,  that  whosoever  would  hear  a  play  should  come  to 
the  sign  of  the  Crown.  Tiiis  the  bailiffe  of  the  towne  misliking,  the  rather  for 
the  neighbouring  townes  of  Tredington  and  Prestbury  were  then  infected  with 
the  plague,  and  the  towne  itself  much  suspected,  and  greatly  doubted,  that  the 
infection  was  there  also,  sent  them  to  forbear ;  they  reviled  his  messenger,  and 
he  had  to  go  himself  to  suppress  tliem,  but  thev  had  departed.  Their  insolence 
and  contempt  of  good  government  was  punished  at  the  Leet. 

As  Tcr  Police.— At  view  of  Frankpledge.    15th  April,  13  Jac. 

Ordered  that  every  householder  within  the  town  of  Cheltenham  (except  only 
poore  day  labourers,  and  other  poore  persons),  shall  pay  yearly  towards  the 
hire  and  maintenance  of  a  beadle,  to  punish  vagrants  and  other  persons, 
according  to  a  statute,  such  some  or  somes  of  money  as  shall  be  taxed  upon 
them  by  the  constables  and  churchwardens,  or  the  more  part  of  them,  not 
exceeding  6d.  a-piece  per  annum,  upon  paine  that  every  such  householder 
refusing  to  pay  tlie  same  shall  forfeit  for  every  such  refusal  lis.  lid. 

In  further  illustration  of  the  practice  of  the  court  at  different 
periods  we  annex  transactions  of  a  more  recent  occurrence.  From 
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these  extracts  it  will  be  seen  tbat  deaths  of  copyholders  were 
"  presented,"  and  that  the  commonable  fields  were  under  the 
control  of  the  manor.  This  then  extensive  tract  of  land,  on 
which  many  of  our  most  yalaable  houses  are  now  built,  was  free 
to  the  inhabitants,  who  turned  out  their  cattle  to  graze  upon  it. 
They  were  deprived  of  this  ancient  custom  by  the  Enclosure  Act 
of  1801,  which  gave  the  property  to  the  lay  Impropriator,  Mr. 
Pitt. 


C|^e  ^tt^mtnitni  of  t^t  f^omagt  of  ti^t  Court  Seet  anH 
Court  Saron  f^otten  for  t^t  i^anor  antf  ftunHretf  of 
Ci)ettm|)am  on  tfte  18t|>  Kag  of  9pril,  1710. 

Item. — We  do  present  the  death  of  Henry  Jefferies,  and  that 
Henry  Jefferies  is  his  next  haier.  We  do  also  present  the  death 
of  Ann  Ashmead,  widdew,  and  we  know  not  the  haier. 

We  do  continue  to  order  that  Thomas  White,  of  Cheltenham, 
so  keepe  his  mound  in  good  repair,  between  John  Ellis  his  foot 
ball  land,  and  Thomas  White,  upon  paine  of  six  shillings  and 
eightpence  for  making  default. 

We  do  present  the  death  of  William  Robson,  of  Charlton 
Kings,  and  that  William  Robson  is  the  next  haier. 

We  do  order  that  no  sheep  shall  be  kept  in  Cheltenham  fields 
until  harvest  be  ended  in  all  the  said  fields  upon  paine  of  thirty- 
nine  shillings  for  making  default  therein ;  and  we  do  also  order 
that  there  shall  not  be  any  pigs  kept  within  the  said  fields  upon 
the  same  penalty  aforesaid. 

We  do  present  George  Harris  for  the  breach  of  an  order  made 
the  last  court  for  not  cutting  his  hedges  in  Ham  furlong,  upon 
penalty  of  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  and  we  do  further  order 
Charles  Harris  to  do  the  same  in  fourtown  in  the  day  time,  on 
penalty  of  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence. 

We  do  order  that  no  mannor  of  cattle  shall  be  kept  in 
Allstone  fields  until  the  fields  be  clearly  rid,  upon  penalty  of 
thirty-nine  shillings  for  every  man  making  default  therein. 

We  do  order  that  no  man  shall  keepe  any  mannor  of  cattle  in 
Arle  fields,  until  the  fields  be  entirely  rid,  upon  the  same  penalty 
before  mentioned  in  the  tything  of  Allstone. 

We  do  order  that  no  man  shall  keepe  not  exceeding  two  sheepe 
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to  one  acre  of  land  in  CheUei^ani  fields,  on  penalty -of  thuriy-^utie 
shillings  for  making  default. 

We  do  present  the  death  of  one  WilHam  Eoberts,  a  cnstomaiy 
tenant,  and  that  his  son  William  is  next  haier,  and  that  be  is 
twenty-one  years  of  age. 

John  Ellis. 
THaHAs  Mason. 

RiCHAED   WhITHOENE. 

John  Ashmead. 
John  Woston. 

Queen  Mary,  upon  taking  possession  of  the  manor,  let  it  on 
lease  for  a  term  of  years.  The  lessees  were  the  legal  representativet 
of  two  ancient  resident  families — the  Lygons.  Mrs.  Catherine 
Buckler,  and  Eoger  Lygon,  Esq*,  leased,  or  "farmed"  the 
estate  daring  thdr  joint  lives,  and  they  -appear  to  have  taken 
some  interest  in  their  property.  To  them  we  are  indebted  for 
the  commencement  of  a  record  of  events  connected  with  the 
manor.  The  roll  of  the  court  is  in  a  good  state  of  preservation. 
The  first  entry  is  in  the, year  1555,  the  second  year ^f  the  reign 
of  Queen  Mary.  Some  of  the  incidents  entered  reveal  not  only 
the  workings  and  operation  of  the  manorial  law,  but  also  the 
social  and  political  (^racter  of  the  times  to  whieh  they  beloug. 
In  relating  the  descent  of  a  family  of  'the  name  of  Holder, 
entitled  to  some  land  by  heirship,  some  most  extra<M'dinary  eir- 
^cumstances  are  brought  to  light,  whieh,  we  presume,  are  without 
a  parallel  in  any  parochial  record.  The  "  surrender  "  was  ma^ 
during  the  last  year  that  King  Charles  held  the  manor,  and  it 
was  transacted  just  prior  co  the  sale  to  the  Sherborne  family. 
This  curious  specimen  of  the  le^gal  and  social  practices  of  the 
seventeenth  century  is  as  follows  : — 

At  a  court  held  Friday,  Sept.  19,  Charles  I.  1B28. 

flStm.  I^olscr 

I 

S!am.l^l»er    i»m.  Bottler    ^t.  1|sUMr  ^Uip  l^lDer 

dStlltam^oUier  ti^e. great  uitcle  j^abnig  a  ioife  ^m^uvhibinz, 
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to^tcl^  Imfeinarrj^etlj  one9Ac&er>  antr  !t|irtrpet|[|  attH  9^c6er 
iting  a  pntfotut  in.  WioxctfiUx  Oa^Ir,  tl^e  gaoler  marrpet]^ 
^m  to  |)t^  tfaug|)ter  ttntftr  t]^e  age  of  12  ptar^y  an)!  prrtfentl]; 
a{Ur  t]^  maiHT^^ige^  tl^e.itametfap  Soc&i  r  Ki^eti^^  atilJ  aftertoarHi^ 
one  ^ter  tiu»rq|ieti|)i  t\f^  )^attt  jaoUf^i^llau^^i;  iol^om  ^aciter 
|)aD  f(o  tnarrpe))^  anH  t^  tloo  altntiKirllft,  lof^en  a^  eamr  to 
age,  ^utrenHeteD  tf)e  lantl  in  court  to  ot^er)^  an)r  ti^tr  })etriP/ 
anb  doloer  an)y  I)t)^  gatU  lotte  are  pet  libtng.  9a(6er  neber 
patD  ]^ts(  fine  to  t})e  &ortf,  nor  roulb  |)e,  becatu^e  |)e  Kieir 
^£s^%  t||re  same  nijof]^  after  l^h  marrp^e ;  anir  so  6oJtoer  ^ainelb' 
nailsing  h^  tj^e  warrgajet  lrejRai«i-|^afier  Jrafr  by  Jrw  ttwrrjaje 
foitj^^  tl^t  kiiofo  holier  onlj?  Jris  life  anlr  tears  fojirtr  Jraire  laitj 
smre  j^jrirelr/' 

This  remarkable  entry  is  a  domcetic.  drama  complete  in  itself. 
The  marriage  of  a  female  "12  years  of  age,"  and  the  death  of 
her  husband  thchsajae  day,  are  curious  incidents,  and  such  as  we 
should  only  expect  to  find  in  the  fiction  of  the  novelist* 

In  a.  rare  woHc.whicb  appeared  in  the,  reign  of  Charles  I., 
entitled  *'  ThecCowiiry  hbai's  Conncdlor,  beginning  with  thii 
yeereof  our  Lord ;Giod,16i30/'  (in. the  possession  of  G.  Hulbert, 
Esq.,  of  this,  town,  awi  whose  fami^  have  been  for  a  bog  period 
copyholders),  tbe  old  manoriaLcttsimras  are  thus.qiiaintly  detailed, 
*-^'^  In  tkeiManer  of  iCheltenham^inr Gloucestershire,  is  a  custome 
that  a  man  cannot  marry  his;vdiDghtcr  lo  any  man^  neither  can  a 
•willow  marry  without  thei  Lord's  lieence,'  and  if  a  man  by  his 
wife>haue  neu»  so  many « children  and  Ajt^  his  widow  may  marry 
another*  man,  and  he  shall  icarry  away  alLthie  land  after  the  death 
of  his  wife  fitmi:>all  ihe>  former,  childinsn,:  and  he  may  marry  again 
toi.be.  a  hundred  yeeres  old,  withiagiilof  but  18  or  14  yeerea 
014'  and  she  shall  can^  awayiithe lanid  from  all:the>  heires.  Some 
Mwmors  doei.all&w  the^  tenants. :of  the  «ame  .to  let  the  land  for/ 
thitee'  yeere, ,  some  >  fo»  m«fe  without  the  Lbrd's.  Hcenoe,  when  in 
sons  others  to'lettho/same  for  aboaen  yeereis.' a  forfeiture,  andi 
neit)ierr  thoQgfaihalet.  it:butifor ofie>yeene,t.mey^h€[let  it.oni  a> 
seeond,  till  he:;hmieckepfc>it  ay^r/iu  hisihamds^.exoepi  he.httte  a 
lioenee." 
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We  have  now  delineated  the  legal  connection  that  exists 
between  the  owner  of  the  manor  and  his  tenant  by  purchase. 
Another  very  interesting  branch  of  the  subject  is  the  ancient 
customs  which  the  manorial  officers  practised.  The  lord  and  his 
steward  formerly  filled  the  responsible  trust  of  adjudicating  for 
all  criminals  and  other  law  business  in  the  borough.  This  and 
other  curious  manorial  practices  will  be  found  fully  detailed  in 
the  next  chapter. 


CHAP.  VIL 

Slncient  OTttStoms  of  tj^e  iffianor. 

FROM  the  first  dawn  of  English  History  the  Manor  of  Chel- 
tenham has  enjoyed  customs  and  exemptions  of  a  remarkabb 
end  important  character.  From  the  fact  of  its  being  both  a 
place  of  antiquity)  and  the  property  of  Koyalty,  it  has  been 
privileged  and  favoured  by  successive  owners.  So  early  as  the 
Saxon  King,  Edward  the  Confessor,  a  charter  was  granted  to  the 
place,  which  was  confirmed  by  William  the  Conqueror.  Among 
the  privileges  therein  contained,  was  exemption  from  tolls 
throughout  England,  which  was  confirmed  by  successive  charters. 
In  the  reigns  of  Henry  III.,  Edward  III.,  and  IV.,  the 
Cheltenham  Manor  was  invested  with  additional  chartered  rights 
to  a  great  extent ;  and  it  is  an  interesting  fact,  that  not  only  oui 
Manorial  records,  but  also  the  Parliamentary  Bolls,  detail  the 
whole  of  those  privileges  with  minuteness  at  the  time  they  were 
severally  granted.  Henry  III.,  six  hundred  years  ago,  gave  to 
the  borough  a  market  and  a  fair.  In  following  years,  successive 
grants  were  made,  and  ultimately,  Cheltenham  acquired  privileges 
of  greater  importance  than  any  place  of  its  extent  in  Great 
Britain.    A  few  of  these  ancient  rights  will  be  referred  to  with 
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a  view  to  demonstrate  that  Cheltenham  was  once  as  famous  for 
its  chartered  liberties,  as  it  now  is  for  its  Spa  waters.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  manor  were  exempt  after  the  thirteenth 
century,  from  the  many  heavy  taxes  paid  by  the  coimtry 
generally,  and  from  the  payment  of  all  toll  throughout  England. 
The  goods  of  all  felons,  felo  de  sees,  and  outlaws,  within  the 
hundred,  as  well  as  all  fines,  which  then,  and  even  at  the  present 
day,  were  the  right  of  the  crown  in  every  part  of  Great  Britain, 
the  Lord  of  the  Manor  had  the  power  to  receive.  The  Manorial 
steward  was  also  a  justice  of  the  highest  authority,  having  the 
power  to  try  and  commit  offenders;  a  branch  of  this  local 
jurisdiction  was  the  holding  of  a  '*  Three  weeks*  Court"  for  the 
recovery  of  debts,  and  many  minor  objects.  This  valuable 
privilege  has  never  been  abrogated  by  any  subsequent  act,  and 
it  is  only  lost  to  us  by  disuse.  After  the  Court  had  ceased  to  be 
summoned  for  about  a  century,  an  application  was  made  to 
Parliament  for  its  revival,  but  without  success.  The  loss  of  this 
ancient  right  is  now  no  longer  felt.  The  New  County  Court 
Act  gave  to  Cheltenham  the  privilege  it  much  needed.  The 
County  Court  Hall  in  Regent- street,  is  open  weekly  for  the 
hearing  of  cases,  and  the  presiding  judge,  J.  Francillon,  Esq., 
resides  in  the  locality. 

The  trial  and  execution  of  criminals  within  the  Manor  is  also 
a  tradition  of  long  standing.  Coltham^lane,  was  sometimes 
called  *'  Hangman's-lane,"  and  an  oak  which  stood  by  its  side 
was  called  "  Gallows  Oak,"  from  a  belief  that  the  condemned 
criminals  were  executed  upon  it.  This  oak  is  yet  remembered 
by  many  of  the  old  inhabitants,  and  its  lofty  and  gigantic 
appearance  is  alluded  to  by  Gilpin,  the  eminent  describer  §1 
picturesque  scenery.  From  the  documents  of  the  middle  ages 
down  to  a  comparatively  recent  date,  the  designation  applied  to 
this  spot  sufficiently  indicate  its  origin.  In  the  Manor  Eecords 
it  is  styled  "  Gallows  Lane,"  and  in  the  Enclosure  Award  "  the 
Ancient  Lane  called  Hangman's  Lane."  There  are  various 
persons  in  ancient  tintes  who  resided  in  the  town  who  arc 
mentioned  as  having  been  "  attained  for  high  treason,"  and  for 
other  minor  offences,  and  it  is  therefore  probable  that  the 
sentence  might  have  been  carried  into  effect  on  the  "  Gallows 
Oak."  This  judicial  tree  stood  on  the  angle  of  the  roads 
leading  to  Charlton  and  Sandford,  facing  the  entrance  to  the 
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High-street,  and  near  the  site  of  Paynter's  Paper  Hanging 
Manufactory. 


Dur  illustration  represents  this  oak  as  given  by  Dalrymple/  in 
bis  plan  of  Cheltenham)  published  in  1806.  On  that  map  a 
turnpike  is  placed  near  the  tree,  which  is  described  as  "  Gallows 
Oak  Turnpike.*'  In  the  grant  of  the  Manor  to  the  Abbey  of 
Fescamp,  in  th&  fourteenth  century,  the  expression  "  Gallows 
lands"  twice  occurs.  This  would  imply  that  according  to  the 
practice  of  the  times,  that  land  was  left  to  the  lord  of  the 
manor  to  enable  him  to  maintain  the  instrument  of  death. 
Similar  language  is  used  in  the  manorial  records  of  Sl^eepsoombe, 
near  Stroud  j— "  Sir  Anthony  Kingston,  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Painswick,  had  a  gallows  erected  on  Sheepscombe  Green,  for  the 
pvnishmentof  insurgents  in  the  reign  of  Edward  YL,  and  a 
prison  built  in  Painswick  f(»*the  confinement  of  offenders,  and 
gave  three  estates  to  his  lordship,  now  called  Gallows  lands ; 
one  to  mfaintain  the  gallows;  a  seeond  to  keep  two  ladders 
always  ready ;  and  the  third  for  halters  $  and  provided  that  the 
tythingi man. of.  this^ty thing  should  be  hangman^  and  have  an- 
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acre  of  land  for  his  services,  which  is  now  called  Hangman's 
Aere"  (Kudge). 

Other  privileges  were  the  election  of  a  Coroner,  who  acted 
oinly  for  the  manor ;  exemption  from  supporting  the  eldest  sons 
of  Kings ;  the  right  of  sending  two  Parliamentary  representatives, 
and  also  of  choosing  justices  of  the  peace.  Cheltenham,  indeed, 
possessed  rights  to  an  imm^se  extent ;  it  formed  an  independent 
district  uncontrolled  by  statute  laws  of  the  realm,  and  so  many 
and  extended  were  its  judicial  privileges,  that  it  had  the  power 
of  erecting  a  pillory  and  a  gallows,  for  the  punishment  of 
prisoners  tried  at  its  own  local  court. 

These  interesting  facts,  we  have  before  remarked,  have  been 
elicited  both  from  manorial  and  national  records.  It  is  gratifying 
to  be  enabled  to  confirm  their  correctness  by  publishing  their 
recapitulation  from  an  invaluable  M.S.  John  Prinn,  Esq.,  an 
ancestor  of  the  well  known  Prinn  family,  of  Charlton  Park,  and 
whose  family  history  will  be  found  in  the  succeeding  chapter, 
was  one  of  the  most  indefatigable  collectors  of  unpublished  local 
records  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  He  filled  the  office  of  steward 
of  this  manor  in  1690,  and  the  careful  mode  in  which  he 
registered  the  manorial  proceedings  cff  his  day,  proves  his  ability 
and  faithfulness.  He  left  behind  him  a  quantity  of  manuscript 
books ;  one  of  the  number,  written  in  a  clear  style,  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  J.  S.  Cox,  Esq.  This  M.S.  work  recites  the  ancient 
rights  of  our  manor,  with  the  dates  when  some  of  them  were 
firet  granted,  and  arranged  in  the  following  manner : — "  *  Customs 
of  the  Manor, — Within  this  manor  are  sundry  ffranchises  and 
lybertys,  which  are  very  rarely  found  in  any  other  manor  within 
tie  realme,  viz. — To  make  justices  of  assize,  justices  of  coram 
and  of  peace,  custos  rotulorum,  sheriffs,  high  and  low-— stewards, 
high  and  low — bailiffs,  high  and  low**— bailiffs  of  the  borough — 
escheater  and  ooroner  within  the  hundred  and  lyberty.  And 
that  no  manner  of  out-officers  shall  have  to  do  within  the 
franchise  or  lyberty,  but  by  a  special  commission  from  the  Lord 
(rf  the  Maiwr  and  Hundred.'  In  the  31st  of  the  reign  of  King 
Henry  the  Third,  the  abbey  of  Fesoamp,  in  Normandy,  exchanged 
the  manors  and  hundreds  of  Chelt^ham  and  Slaughter  for 
Wim^ls^a  and  Bye.  The  King  granted  the  said  manors  to 
the  said  Abbeys,  wiih  all  laws,  liberties^  customs,  pleas,  plaints, 
and  caaaes,  without  diminution  of  any  secular  or  judicial  power 
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or  things  thereto  belonging,  and  that  the  same  manors  and 
hundreds  might  be  quit  from  all  earthly  customs  and  from  every 
gift  and  subjection  to  barons  or  princes ;  and  that  the  abbot 
and  monks  might  have  all  royal  liberty  and  customs,  and  all 
justice  of  all  things  and  business,  that  within  the  said  manors 
and  hundreds  might  arise ;  nor  should  any  except  themselres 
interfere,  because  the  whole  of  this  royal  gift  is  from  aD  serrice 
quit,  as  in  the  charters  of  Edw.  (Confessor),  William  (Con- 
queror), and  Henry  the  !First,  Kings  of  England,  more  fully 
is  contained — but  if  any  one  should  presume  any  thing  contrary 
to  this  gift  and  confirmation,  he  having  been  summoned  before 
the  Exchequer,  shall  pay  one  hundred  pounds  of  gold.  By 
40,  Edward  III.,  the  grant  to  the  abbot  and  monks  of  Eescamp 
is  confirmed  of  the  manor  and  hundred  of  Cheltenham,  and  that 
they  might  have  liberties,  viz. — view  of  frankpledge  of  all 
tenants  and  resiants,  cognizance  of  all  pleas  whatsoever,  as  well 
of  the  crown  as  of  common  pleas — their  own  gaols  to  be 
delivered  of  whatever  homicides  and  other  criminals,  by  their  own 
proper  bailiffs ;  return  and  execution  of  writs,  fines,  amercia- 
ments, &c. ;  neither  the  steward  nor  marshal  shall  enter  in  the 
same,  and  that  they  be  quit^f  toll  all  over  England." 

The  5  th  of  Edward  IV.  states  the  terms  of  the  grant  to  the 
abbess  of  Sion  in  Middlesex,  to  the  abbess  and  nuns  and  their 
successors,  and  to  all  the  men  tenants  residing  and  not  residing, 
and  all  others  residing  in  all  and  singular  the  manor  and  lordship 
of  the  said  abbess  and  convent ;  to  wit,  "  to  be  free  of  all  toD, 
carriage  of  treasure,  and  to  make  kings'  eldest  sons  knights, 
marriage  of  kings'  eldest  daughters,  aid  to  sheriffs ;  charges  of 
knights  and  burgesses  of  parliament,  fines  to  the  sheriffs'  toms, 
suit  to  the  sheriffs'  toms,  views  of  frankpledge,  leets,  law  days, 
&c.,  wapentakes,  assize  of  wine,  beer,  and  bread,  tolls  of  the 
market,  waifs,  treasure  trove,  shipwrecks,  deodands,  felons'  goods, 
escapes  of  felons,  and  that  they  should  erect  and  have  gallows, 
pillory,  and  tumbrill  for  the  punishment  of  malefactors ;  and  all 
fines  for  license  of  concord,  and  all  fines  and  forfeitures  of  bailers 
and  sureties,  free  warren,  courts  from  three  weeks  to  three  weeks 
of  all  actions  before  the  stewards  or  bailiffs,  ward,  marriage, 
and  reliefs.  Sec,  and  all  pleas,  as  before  stated,  with  power  to 
attach  by  their  bodies,  and  commit  to  prison ;  and  that  no  sheriff 
or  other  officer  of  the  crown  shaU  have  power  in  the  said  lordship," 
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In  the  same  valuable  M.S.  work  is  preserved  an  account  of 
an  event  which  also  strikingly  demonstrates  the  past  customs 
and  privileges  of  Cheltenham  from  time  immemorial.  It  is  the 
relation  of  a  trial  which  took  place  between  Queen  Elizabeth's 
Attorney* General  and  W.  Norwood,  Esq.,  of  Leckhampton,  the 
then  Lord  of  the  Manor,  respecting  the  many  claims  and  exceptions 
which  he  exercised .  The  opening  speech  of  the  Attorney-General 
details  the  whole  of  the  obsolete  rights,  as  follows ; — "  Hiliary 
Term,  B2nd  Ulizabeth — Begxna  v.  Norwood. — By  a  judgment  of 
the  Court  of  Exchequer,  John  Popham,  the  Queen's  Attorney- 
General,  gave  the  Court  to  understand  that  Wm.  Norwood,  Esq., 
useth  without  any  legal  grant,  within  the  Lordship  of  Chelten- 
ham, the  liberties  privileges,  and  franchises  following,  therein 
fully  set  forth*—"  that  all  men,  tenants,  resiants  and  not  resiants, 
and  all  others  residing  and  not  residing  within  the  aforesaid 
lordship.  Sec.,  and  all  goods,  chattels,  and  merchandizes  of  the 
same  and  every  of  them,  may  be  quit  throughout  England  from 
all  pannage,  &c.,  and  from  all  other  toll — from  all  soot  and 
geld,  &c. ;  and  from  conducting  all  treasure,  and  from  all 
manner  of  custom,  and  from  all  aids  to  make  knights  of  the 
eldest  sons  of  kings  and  to  marry  eldest  daughters  of  kings ; 
and  horn  the  expense  of  sending  knights  and  burgesses  to 
Parliament,  and  from  all  fines  and  issues  of  the  county  and  sheriffs' 
torn  and  hundred,  and  from  all  tolls,  &c.,  although  the  same 
men  were  tenants,  officers,  and  ministers  of  our  said  lady  the 
Queen,  &c.  And  to  have  and  hold  within  the  said  lordship, 
view  of  frankpledge,  leets,  law-days,  and  wapentakes,  of  all 
men.  Sec.,  in  whatsoever  places  to  be  appointed  by  the  said 
William  Norwood,  his  heirs  and  assigns — ^by  the  stewards  or 
officers  to  be  holden,  together  with  assize  and  assats ;  and  the 
assize  of  bread,  beer,  and  all  other  victuals,  and  measures  and 
weights  whatsoever,  that  to  the  officer  or  clerk  of  the  market  of 
the  Queen's  household,  belong  to  do  and  execute,  with  all 
profits  therefrom  arising,  and  with  soc,  sack.  Sec.,  treasure  trove, 
wreck  of  the  sea,  deodands,  chattels  of  felons,  outlaws,  felo  de  se, 
escape  of  felons,  year,  day,  and  waste,  within  the  lordship  ;  and 
that  the  said  William  Norwood,  his  heirs  and  assigns  might 
erect  and  have  gallows,  pillory,  and  tumbrill,  in  any  place 
within  the  said  lordship,  that  to  him  may  seem  meet  for  the 
punishment  and  judgment  of  malefactors,  which  should  happen 
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to  be  appreliended  within  the  liberties  aibreaidd ;  and  to  have  all 
fines,  as  well  for  licence  of  concord  as  otbei  fines,  and  all 
amerciaments,  redemptions,  and  lorfeituies,  as  well  befoare  the 
Queen,  her  heirs  or  successors,  as  before  the  chancellor,  treadurer 
and  barons  of  the  Exchequer,  her  juid;ice6  aad  eoounissioners,  to 
be  done,  forfeited,  and  a^udged  of  ail  reaideais  in  the  said 
manor  —  and  also  pledges  and  uain-pernors  of  the  eame» 
although  same  residents,  of  the  said  Qneen  or  others,  lands 
and  tenements,  had  held»  and  although  they,  or  any  of  them  be 
officers  or  ministers  of  the  Queen,  her  heirs  or  successors,  and 
although  the  said  pkdges  or  main-p^mors  were  or  were  not 
tenants  of  the  said  William  Norwood^  or  residents  or  not 
residents  within  the  said  lordship,  and  to  bare  finee  warren  in  the 
said  lordship,  and  to  have  and  hold  before  a  steward  and  bis 
bailiff's  from  three  wedcs  to  thiToe  weeks^  courts  for  complakiils^ 
all  manner  of  pleas,  accounts,  debts,  detentiKHi  of  charter^ 
writings,  muniments,  and  chattels,  of  the  taking  and  detewtion 
of  cattle  and  chattels  of  transgressors  by  force  of  arms  or  others 
wise  in  contempt  of  the  said  Queen»  contrary  to  the  form  of  the 
statute,  and  of  agreemoits,  contracts,  and  personal  actions, 
within  the  said  lordship,  in  like  mann^  to  hold  for  whatev^ 
sums,  accounts,  debts,  chattels,  or  injuries,  traaagressions,  or 
agreements,  and  of  any  plena,  &c.>  and  pn?sons  against  whom 
snch  like  complaints  in  the  court  aforesaid  should  happen  to  be 
moved,  by  their  bodies  to  be  attached*  and  committed  and 
detained  in  prison,  and  to  hear  all  pleas,  and  thoae  by  like 
process,  consideration,  and  judgment  execution  of  judgment,,  to 
be  treated  and  terminated,  as  in  pleas  of  Iflce  sort  in  the  court 
of  onr  said  lady  i^  Queen,  and  to  have  eogotsanc^  of  stUl  pleas 
of  any  contracts  and  actions^  real,  personal*  and  mi^^ed,  and  all 
other  pleas  within  said  lordahipa;  and  all  other  complaints,  as 
well  pleas  of  aseiee  as  repleviA  within  said  ka'dship,  happening, 
done,^  or  arising,  as  well  before  omr  lady  the  Queen  as  hetna^ 
the  chancellor,,  treasuarear,,  aiud  barona  of  t^e  exohaqnef ,  jusliees 
to  hold  plea«,  justices  of  t^e  eo»mon  beneh»  and  justjjeesi  of 
assize,  as  wdH  general  as  ^»9eial,.  and  that  the  same  pleas  befi^e 
the  8^  steward  or  bailijis  in  eoiiivt  afortsoid,  eh<kild  be  bud* 
held,  discwAsed  and  tenndnatr^i,  and  jvi^namft  i^mn  wed 
executed  u^on  the  same  in  the  vaaoner  aforsaid-<-and  to  bave 
the  return  of  aU  writu  nf  eireiy  i^i^Q>i«»  to.,,  f nd  that  no  thiwiff 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


ANCIXKT  CUSTOMS  OF  TSl  HJlKOE.  69 

or  otber  officers  or  ministers  of  tbe  crown  should  attach  within 
said  lordship,  bat  it  should  be  commaaded  that  the  said  William 
Norwood  or  his  heirs  or  ministers  do  execution  thereon,  and  that 
no  esckeator,  minister  or  bailiff  of  the  Queen  in  the  said  lord- 
ship, should  enter  to  do  or  execute  anything;'  of  which 
liberties,  &o.,  the  said  William  Norwood  then  and  as  yet  doth 
usurp.  Whereupon  the  said  Queen's  attorney-general  doth  seek 
the  advice  of  the  eourt,  and  that  the  said  William  Norwood  be 
TMuired  to  show  by  what  warrant  he  daimeth  the  said  privilege. 
Whereupon  it  was  commanded  that  the  said  William  Norwc^ 
do  appear."  Thus  we  see  that  Queen  Elizabeth's  Attorney- 
General  in  framing  the  indictment  specified  the  whole  of  the 
important  privileges  in  use,  or  claimed  to  be  used  by  the  then 
Lord  of  our  Manor.  There  are  a  few  words  employed  which 
require  explanation  — "IW»i^n7/"— a  cucking  stool,  or  ducking 
stool ;  a  mac^ne  used  for  the  correction  of  scolds  and  unquiet 
women  (Crabb's  Technological  Dictionary).  "  Omk^''  **  guck," 
or  "  duck,"  in  Saxon,  signified  to  scold  or  brawl ;  and  '*  mg^* 
in  that  language,  signified  water;  because  a  scolding  woman 
was  for  her  punishment  soused  in  that  water  (Lord  Coke), 
"  Ducking  «^(^"*— The  woman  was  convicted  upon  an  indict* 
ment  for  being  a  common  and  turbulent  brawler  and  sower  of 
discord  amongst  her  honest  and  quiet  neighbours  (Barn's 
Justice).  This  was  the  ancient  method  of  punishing  scolding 
women  i-^K  post  was  set  up  in  a  pond*  Across  this  post  was 
placed  a  transverse  beam,  turning  on  a  swivel,  with  a  chair  at 
one  end  of  it,  iu  which,  when  the  culprit  was  properly  placed^ 
that  end  was  turned  to  the  pond,  and  let  down  into  the  water 
(Mannii^'s  Surrey).  "  PirwMf^^."— The  feeding  of  swine  upon 
masts  in  woods ;  aiso  the  money  paid  fbr  tbe  Ucense  of  having 
pannage,  and  a  tax  upon  cloth — (Stat.  Westr.  2, 13  Edw.  IIL) 
"  6^W-^The  value  or  price  of  a  man  or  beast  slain ;  or  a 
tribute  for  other  customaay  things  (Ibid). 

William  Norwood  obeyed  the  summons,  and  in  person  con«> 
dn^ed  his  own  defence,  and  in  doing  so  detailed  all  the  rights^ 
as  well  as  many  of  the  manorial  possessors.  There  is  not 
probably  on  record  an  instance  of  a  similar  case  being  so  ably 
trgued  and  explained.  The  defendant's  address  which  took 
some  time  in  deliveiy — travelled  through  many  centuries  of 
histoiy*  and  manifested  the  most  laboured  research,  as  will  be 
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seen  from  what  follows ; — "  On  the  octaves  of  the  purification 
of  the  Virgin  Mary,  the  said  William  Norwood  appeared,  and 
said  that  he  intendeth  not  that  the  said  Lady  the  Queen  should 
be  prejudiced,  because  he  saith  that  long  before  the  exhibiting 
of  the  said  information,  Elizabeth,  late  abbess  of  the  late 
dissolved  monastery  of  St.  Saviour  and  the  Saints  Mary  the 
Virgin  and  Bridget  of  Sion,  of  the  order  of  St.  Augustin,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  was  seised  of  the  said  lordship  of  Chelten- 
ham in  right  of  her  said  monastery,  the  said  late  abbess  being 
seised,  Lord  Edward,  late*king  of  England  the  Fourth,  on  the 
24th  of  March,  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  reign,  made  the  letters 
patent,  to  the  effect  hereinbefore  stated  (vide  charter  Bth 
Edward  4th)  and  he  thereby  confirmed  all  privileges  to  the  said 
abbess  or  any  of  her  predecessors  by  any  of  his  progenitors 
granted ;  and  granted  them  powers  to  exchange  the  said  lord- 
ships for  others,  and  he  granted  them  all  said  privileges,  and 
that  all  the  said  charters  and  every  of  them  should  be  expounded 
against  the  said  king  and  his  heirs,  and  applied  to  the  best 
advantage,  profit,  and  utility  of  the  said  abbess  and  her 
successors,  without  any  revocation  or  resumption  of  the  premises 
by  authority  of  any  parliament  of  the  said  king  or  his  heirs, — 
notwithstanding  the  order,  foundation  of  the  said  monastery,  or 
the  annual  value  or  certanty  of  the  said  lordships,  or  other  gifts 
or  grants  to  the  said  abbess  or  her  predecessors,  by  the  said  king, 
or  any  of  his  predecessors,  in  any  of  their  charters,  should  be 
defective,  or  stated  incorrectly.  By  pretext  whereof  the  said 
abbess  was  seised  of  the  liberties,  &c.,  in  the  said  information 
specified,  and  died  so  seized ;  after  whose  death,  Agnes,  late 
abbess  of  said  dissolved  monastery,  was  elected  and  presided, 
and  was  seised  of  said  franchise,  &c.,  &c. ;  and  being  so  seised, 
she,  with  consent  of  her  said  monastery,  on  the  20th  of  May,  in 
the  31st  year  of  the  reign  of  the  lord,  the  late  king  Henry  VIII., 
by  a  certain  writing,  sealed  with  the  common  seal,  enrolled  in 
Chancery,  granted  and  surrendered  to  the  said  late  king,  as  well 
the  said  monastery  as  the  manors  aforesaid,  find  liberties  aforesaid, 
to  hold  to  said  king,  his  heirs,  and  successors  for  ever.  And 
afterwards  by  act  of  parliament  of  said  late  king,  it  was  enacted 
that  said  late  king  should  have  and  enjoy  to  him  and  his 
successors  for  ever,  all  such  monasteries,  &c.,  whidi  after  the  4th 
of  February,  in  the  27th  year  of  his  reign,  were  dissolved,  &c. ;  Gt 
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in  any  way  came  to  his  hands,  in  as  ample  and  large  a  manner 
and  form  as  the  late  abbots,  abbesses,  &c.,  previously  held  or 
ei^oyed  the  same  in  right  of  their  monasteries,  &c. ;   and  that 
the  sites  of  the  said  monasteries,  manors,  lordships.  Sec.,  rights, 
privileges,  &c.,  to  the  same  belonging,   should  be  fully  and 
effectually  vested  in  said  king,  his  heirs  and  successors.      And 
by  a  certain  other  act  passed  in  the  aforesaid  parliament,  on  the 
28th  of  April,  in  the  Slst  year  above  mentioned,  and  by  divers 
prorogations,  continued  to  the  24th  of  July,  in  the  3  2d  year,  it 
vas  enacted,  that  all  liberties  which  the  aforesaid  late  proprietors 
had  used  or  could  by  themselves,  their  officers,  or  ministers,  have 
used,  within  three  months,  next  bsfore  the  said  sites,  &c.,  came 
into  possession  of  the  said  king,  were,  by  said  act,  revived  and 
vested  in  said  king.     And  said  William  Norwood  saith,   that 
said  abbess,  within  three  months  before  the  dissolution  of  said 
monastery,  did  lawfully  use  and  exercise  the  liberties,  &c.,   in 
said  information  stated ;  and  that  the  said  late  king,  by  virtue 
of  such  surrender  and  acts  of  parliament,   was   seized  of  said 
manor  and  privileges,  &c.,  and  died  so  seised  thereof;  upon 
whose  death  the  said  lordship  and  liberties  descended  to  Lord 
Edward  the  6th,  late  king  of  England,  who  also  died  seised 
thereof,  without  heir  of  body  issuing ;  upon  whose  death,  the 
said  lordship  and  liberties  descended  to  Lady  Mary,  late  queen 
of  England,  who  married  Philip,  king  of  Spain,  and  the  said 
king  and  queen  became  seised  thereof ;    and  on  the   26th  of 
October,  in  the  first  and  second  years  of  their  reign,  by  their 
letters  patent,  bearing  date  the  same  day,   granted  to  Eoger 
Lygon,  and  Catherine  Buckler,  late  wife  of  Sir  Walter  Buckler 
deceased,  the  said  lordship  and  privileges-  aforesaid,  to  hold,  to 
said  Hoger  and  Catherine,  and  their  assigns,  for  their  lives  and 
the  life  of  the  longest  liver,  by   virtue  of  which  letters   they 
became  seised ;   and  the  said  Boger  and   Catherine  being  so 
seised,  and  our  lady  the  now  queen,  of  the  reversion   being 
seised,  on  the  25th  of  June,  in  the  16  th  year  of  her  reign,  by 
her  letters  patent,  now  produced,  reciting  the  demise  and  grant 
to  said  Eoger  and  Catherine,  granted  the  reversion  of  the  said 
lordship,  with  all  rights,  liberties,  &c.,  as  before  mentioned,  to 
hold,  to  John  Woolley,  esquire,  and  his  assigns,  from  the  death 
of  said  Boger  and  Catherine,  for  the  term  of  thirty-one  years, 
by   virtue   of  which  he  became  possessed  thereof;    and  the 
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aforesaid  Boger  and  Catlierine,  before  the  ustirpiatioA  abov6 
supposed  to  have  been  made,  to  wit^  ob  the  20th  of  July,  in  the 
28th  year  of  our  said  now  lady,  the  queen,  died  seised ;  upon 
whose  death,  the  said  John  Woolley  became  seized,  and  being  so 
seised,  on  the  Ist  of  October,  in  the  Slst  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
said  queen,  by  his  writing,  sealed  with  his  seal  and  now  produced, 
granted  to  the  said  Will^m  Norwood,  all  his  estate,  interest, 
and  term  of  years,  in  said  lordship,  tic.;  by  Tirtue  of  which 
grant,  the  said  William  Norwood,  entered,  and  was  and  isseiaed 
Uiereof,  and  of  the  liberties,  Sz;c.,  and  yet  useth  the  same ;  aU  and 
singular  of  which  premises  the  said  Wm.  Norwood  was  prt^ared 
to  verify,  and  prays  judgment^  and  that  he  be  dismissed/' 

The  voluminous  facts  proved  by  Wm.  Norwood,  were  incon- 
trovertible; the  suit  was  terminated  in  his  favour,  and  our 
manor  was  confirmed  in  the  use  of  its  did  charters,  as  the 
conclusion  of  Mr.  Prinn's  manuscript  dearly  sets  forth : — "  And 
her  Majesty's  Attorney-General  having  seen  the  plea  of  said 
Norwood,  and  examined  the  said  letters  patent,  and  that  it  waa 
evident  to  him  that  said  Norwood  used  such  liberties  according 
to  the  form  (A  said  letters  patent,  &c.,  the  same  attorn^ 
acknowledges  the  plea  aforesaid  to  be  true,  and  that  he  will  not 
prosecute  farther ;  and  judgment  was  given  for  the  said  William 
Norwood."  The  Norwood  family  were  long  and  intimately 
connected  with  the  place.  Mrs.  Anne  Norwood,  in  1628, 
erected  a  gallery  ia  the  west  side  of  the  Parish  Church.  The 
churchyard  contains  many  monuments  to  their  memory  down  to 
within  the  last  forty  years.  The  Tryes,  oi  Leckhampton,  are 
the  family  representatives. 

Another  source  from  whence  we  derive  information  respecting 
our  local  customs  is  a  manuscript  journal  of  the  Eev«  Prancis 
Welles,  vicar  of  Prestbuiy,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the 
county  from  1715  to  1756,  during  the  whole  of  which  period  it 
is  plain  that  the  writer  was  a  most  active  magistrate,  and  a 
diligent  and  pains'-taking  attendant  at  Petty  and  Quarter  Sessions 
and  Assises.  This  curious  diary  was  published  for  the  first 
time  in  the  Law  Magazine  for  May,  1861.  The  writer  was  the 
son  of  the  vicar,  and  the  family  have,  fw  more  than  a  century, 
been  connected  with  the  town,  various  members  having  in 
succession  filled  the  offices  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  Steward 
of  the  Manor.    The  first  entry  is — 
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"  December  ye  4tb,  1714».  I  was  sworn  in  a  Jnstioe  of  the  Peace  for  the 
comity  of  Gloocester.**  As  the  writer  is  recorded  by  his  son  to  hare  died  May 
80, 1756,  aged  about  90,  having  been  above  40  years  an  acting  Jastice  of  the 
peace,  he  was  probably  bom  about  the  year  of  the  Great  Fire  of  London,  1666, 
and  as  he  was  placed  in  the  connnission  of  the  peace,  at  nearly  50  years  uf  age, 
and  within  three  months  of  the  landing  of  Geo.  I.  the  reviewer  reasonably  *infera 
that  he  was  a  staunch  friend  of  the  House  of  Brunswick.  This  opinion  is 
justified  by  an  early  entrr  in  the  journal,  which  tells  us  that  he  bound  over  John 
Hill,  of  Cheltenham,  and  another,  in  40/t.  for  the  appearance  of  Mary  Careless, 
at  the  next  Quarter  Sessions,  for  saying  twice  King  George  was  a  Papist  dog ;  and 
Mary  Hill  for  answering, "  No,  he  was  a  Presbyterian."  Another  entry  is  to  the 
same  effect.  **  Thomas  Eyres,  spectacle  maker,  of  Gloucester,  ten  :  in  20/i.  to 
appear  at  the  mest  Carter  Sessions,  for  singing  a  seditious  soof ,  and  si^nc  he 
would  do  it  whether  it  were  for  or  against  the  government;  John  Gouddeu,  of 
Cnpplegat^,  London.  Gent,  ten :  in  £2X)  to  prosecute ;  and  William  Jeiferis,  ot 
Qi^tenham,  shoemuer,  ten :  in  bit.  to  give  evidence."  Mr.  Welles  issued  a 
warrantagain8t'*Wm.  Lyes,  convicted  by  his  own  confession  of  stealing  wood 
fiom  Mr.  Baghot,  to  pay  2a.  or  be  whipped  ;*'  and  in  the  following  February,  ho 
grants  a  warrant  **  to  whip  Jane  Clement,  of  Bishop's  Cleeve,  for  hedgebreaking 
and  stealing  wood  from  Wm.  Hobs.'*  Jane  Richardson  is  ordered  to  be  placed  m 
the  stocks  for  two  hours  for  **  twice  profanely  cursing.*'  Mariraret  Mealing  and 
Jane  Arcol  are  punished  for  **  haunting  ale-houses  with  lewd  fellows ;  and  Frances 
Williams  is  ordiered  to  appear  before  him  on  13  April,  1715,  **to  be  examined 
about  her  big  belly.*'  The  examination  appears  to  ha«<e  been  a  difficult  one,  for 
a  few  week«  afterwards,  she  comes  before  him  again,  **  tonehing  the  aforesaid 
felony**  On  the 7th  April,  1716,  Mr.  Welles,  granted  a  warrant asainst  Thomas 
NiehoUs  and  Richard  Robbins,  late  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Cheltenham,  "  for 
relieving  wHhmt «  &^^»  and  other  misdemeanoora."  This  wns  under  the  old 
Statute,  8th  and  9th  Wm.  III.  c.30,  a.  2,  which  required,  m  order  that  money 
raised  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  might  not  be  misapplied,  every  person  as  should 
be  upon  the  collection  and  receive  relief  of  anv  parish  or  place,  and  the  wife  and 
children  of  any  aodh  person,  cohabiting  in  the  same  house  shoaki,  upon  the 
shoulder  of  the  right  sleeve  of  the  upper  garment,  in  an  open  and  visible  manner, 
wear  a  large  Roman  P,  together  with  the  first  letter  of  the  name  of  the  parish  or 
pbce  whereof  such  poor  person  is  an  inhabitant,  cut  either  in  red  or  blue  cl6th^ 
M  by  the  •hnrchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  should  be  afqpouited. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Visit  of  Btng  ©Uluart  IF.,  a.d.   1471. 

THE  town  is  incidentally  connected  with  one  of  the  most 
memorable  battles  of  the  fifteenth  century.  It  was  through 
Cheltenham  that  Edward  the  Fourth  and  his  brave  army  marched 
to  the  plains  at  Tewkesbury  there  to  decide  the  fate  of  the 
Lancasterian  party.  It  was  here  that  he  rested  with  his 
followers  and  recruited  their  strength  **  with  such  provision  of 
vitteh  as  he  had  appointed  to  be  conveyed  forth  with  him."  It 
was  here  that  he  learned  for  the  first  time  that  the  military 
strength  of  the  House  of  Lancaster  was  encamped  within  an 
easy  march  of  his  soldiery.  It  was  from  here  that  he  proceeded 
upon  the  receipt  of  such  information,  and  with  his  characteristic 
skill,  slumbered  not,  but  hastened  onwards  his  army  and  won 
the  celebrated  battle  of  Tewkesbury.  This  event,  jdthough  of 
local  occurrence,  from  its  very  nature  is  of  a  national  character, 
and  one  which  at  the  time  affected  all  Europe.  The  origin  of 
this  battle  is  referable  to  the  heroism  and  military  spirit  of  one 
of  the  most  resolute  Queens  that  ever  reigned.  Although 
deprived  of  her  royal  husband's  aid,  Queen  Margarett  actually 
fought  twelve  battles  in  his  behalf.  The  Queen  having  been 
prevented  from  crossing  the  Severn  on  account  of  the  city  of 
Gloucester,  which  as  well  as  Cheltenham  was  in  the  hands  of  her 
rival  Yorkist,  King  Edward,  hastened  to  Tewkesbury.  She 
arrived  there  May  3rd,  1471,  having  travelled  during  the 
preceeding  night,  thirty-six  miles.  On  the  same  day  King 
Edward  entered  Cheltenham.  **  The  news  of  the  approach 
forced  the  Queen  to  make  entrenchments,  and  to  prepare  for 
war."  The  King  marched  into  the  future  "  Queen  of  Wafering 
Places,"  with  an  army  **  consisting  of  three  thousand  infantry 
and  a  large  body  of  cavalry."  He  arrived  in  the  afternoon, 
having  had  a  long  and  tedious  journey  in  a  very  hot  day.  He 
pursued  his  career,  and  at  day-light  next  morning,  which  was 
Saturday,  May  4th,  1471,  he  faced  his  antagonists,  displayed  his 
banners  and  blew  his  trumpets  for  battle.      "  As  the  road  from 
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Cheltenham  to  Tewkesbury  then  ran  through  EUnstone 
Hardwick  and  Tredington,  we  may  venture  to  suppose  that  at 
one  of  those  places,  King  Edward  and  his  army  rested  for  the 
night"  (Bennett's  History  of  Tewkesbury). 

The  visit  of  King  Edward  to  the  town  during  his  march  to 
the  far  famed  battle  of  Tewkesbury,  is  detailed  by  Holinshed  in 
his  "Chronicle,"  and  is  here  quoted  verbatim.  It  confirms 
the  feet  that  Cheltenham  was  then  connected  with  "  one  of  the 
high  roads  to  Bath."  The  brave  Queen  Margarett  had  reached 
Tewkesbury  by  way  of  Gloucester  through  Berkeley.  The 
King  had  passed  the  preceeding  night  at  his  camp  at  Sodbury, 
from  whence  he  marched  with  his  army  over  the  Cottswold  Hills 
to  Cheltenham.  Messengers  had  been  dispatched  from  Tewkes- 
bury to  acquaint  him  that  the  opposing  army  were  drawn  up  in 
battle  array,  and  they  made  him  acquainted  with  the  fact  upon 
his  arrival  here.  Upon  his  receiving  this  news,  he  "  took  a 
little  refreshment  himself,"  and  ordered  his  army  to  have' 
provisions  given  them  also.  This  having  been  done  he  marched 
onward,  passing  through  the  villages  of  Elmstone  Hardwick  and 
Tredington  en  route,  and  took  part  in  an  engagement,  which  led 
to  results  connected  with  the  thrcme  of  England,  whose  influence 
extends  to  the  present  day,  by  causing  the  lasting  annihilation 
of  the  long  standing  jealousies  that  had  existed  between  the 
rival  Houses  of  York  and  Lancaster.  The  old  and  faithful 
historian  before  mentioned  thus  narrates  the  arrival  and  departure 
of  this  brave  and  warlike  Monarch.  "Edward  the  fourth,  on 
his  way  to  Tewkesbury,  to  meet  Queen  Margarett,  came  to  a 
village  called  Cheltenham,  where  he  had  certain  knowledge  that 
his  enemies  were  already  come  to  Tewkesbury,  and  were 
incamped  there,  purposing  to  abide  him  in  that  place  and  to 
deliver  him  battell.  King  Edward  thereupon  made  no  long 
delaie,  but  took  a  little  refection  himself,  and  caused  his  people 
to  doo  the  like,  with  such  provision  of  vittels,  as  he  had 
appointed  to  be  conveyed  forth  with  him  for  the  reliefe  of 
himself  and  his  armie.  This  done  hee  set  forward  towards  his 
enemies,  and  lodged  that  night  in  a  field  not  past  three  miles 
from  them."  In  ancient  as  in  modern  times  the  inhabitants  of 
Cheltenham  appear  to  have  sided  with  royalty  in  all  disputes, 
whether  civil  or  ecclesiastical,  and  there  are  circumstances  to 
favour  the   opinion  that   they  espoused    the  cause  of  King 
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Edward  on  this  occasion*  Die  King  was  then  the  owner  of  the 
borough,  and  he  was  thefrefore  a  sojourner  among  his  <>wn 
people,  and  on  his  own  land.  By  hk  grant  the  rent  of  tfae 
manor  was  received  by  the  Eeligious  Institution  at  Sion,  but  the 
lessee  was  Sir  Maurice  Berkeley*  descended  from  the  ifth 
Iiord  Berkley.  This  nobleman,  according  to  the  accounts  of 
this  momentous  battle,  was  one  of  the  adherents  of  King  Edward, 
and  signalized  himself  by  his  brave  flchievements.  The  royal 
monarch  on  the  following  day,  was  declared  the  victor  on  the 
battle  field.  The  undaunted  Margarett  md  Iwr  unfortunate 
husband,  Henry  VI.,  were  soon  inmates  of  the  Tower.  The  heir 
apparent  to  the  crown,  her  youthful  son  the  Prince  of  Wales,  was 
murdered — the  Duke  of  Gloucesteir,  afterwards  Richard  III. 
openly  assisting  in  the  act.  But  such  are  the  revolutions  whieh 
Providence  brings  about.  Heory,  Earl  of  Eichiaaond,  who  was 
on  the  Queen's  side,  fled  to  the  continent,  tnd  in  fourteen  years 
afterwards,  slew  this  same  Bichard  III.  at  Bosworth  Field,  in  the 
identical  ''suit  of  polished  steel  armour,"  in  which  he  was 
victorious  at  Tewkesbury— ascended  the  throne  by  the  title  of 
Henry  VII.,  married  a  Yorkist,  thus  uniting  the  «  white  and  the 
red  roses,"  and  for  ever  put  an  end  to  the  strifb  of  the  rival 
families*  Prom  this  noble  ancestry,  the  royal  family  ha^e 
sprung,  and  our  present  most  gradous  Majesty  is  a  lineal 
disscendant. 


CHAP.  IX. 

lEmfnent  Hocatl  Jpamiltes. 

THE  History  of  Cheltenham  is  honourably  and  inseparably 
linked  with  incidents  in  the  lives  of  families,  eminent  either 
for  their  antiquity,  moral  worth,  philanthropy,  or  exalted  position 
in  the  scale  of  society.    By  birth,  manorial  possession,  residence, 
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apd  the  holding  of  parliamentary,  judicial,  ministenal,  and  other 
local  offices,  some  of  the  moat  eminent  names  in  English  History, 
as  well  as  in  the  annals  of  Literature,  Science,  and  Religion, 
have  become  locally  connected.  In  order  to  illustrate  and  more 
folly  develop  the  past  and  present  account  of  the  Queen  of 
Watering  Places,  we  here  place  on  record  biographical  and 
historical  descriptiond  of  some  of  the  more  ancient  as  well  as  th^ 
more  recent  of  eminent  local  families. 


THB  DB  0HT5LTENHAM  FAMILY, 

Cheltenham  luia  always  maintained  a  high  character  for  being 
an  educational  town.  Prom  the  time  when  the  light  of  Christian 
truth  was  first  kindled  in  our  Saxon  Priory,  twelve  centuries 
siuee,  down  to  tha  present  day,  institutions  have  existed  whose 
pupils,  by  their  high  mental  attainments,  have  reflected  honour 
to  themselves  and  to  the  place  of  their  instruction.  Prior  to 
the  days  of  the  Reformation  our  town  was  an  importont  monastic 
station,  and  the  great  mental  influence  which  its  local  institu- 
tions then  exercised,  is  strikingly  apparent  in  the  many  leajiied 
perscn^s  that  were  natives  of  the  place,  whose  names  we  here 
transcribe,  with  details  of  their  lives  and  pursuits. 

The  origin  of  the  varioua  christian  and  surnames  by  which 
individuals  are  designated^  has  long  occupied  the  attention  of 
antiquarians,  and  the  result  of  their  inquiriea  has  been  the 
revelation  of  many  ouvious  imdents  connected  with  topograpl^« 
hoQg  prior  to  tie  invasion  of  William  the  Conqueror,  and 
throughout  the  succeeding  reigns,  down  to  the  settlement  of  the 
Xork  and  Lancasterian  rivabry,  it  was  the  custom  of  the  reigning 
monarch,  when,  rewarding  those  who  bad  become  celebrated 
either  by  tbeif  literary  acquirements,  piety,  or  military  skill,  to 
^pend  to  their  previous  Christian  name  the  place  where  they 
resided  or  were  bcurn ;  not  unfrequentiy  some  important  pecu^ 
niaiy  advan^tjage  connected  with  t^  town  attended  the  bequest, 
and  became  an  hereditary  appendage  to  the  family.  It  is  thus 
that  we  find  so  n)an|y  of  the  old  and  valuable  historians  who 
Uved  during  tU^  n»)mentoQ«»  perip<ii«  named  from  places  that  are 
now  sa  insignificant  as.  not  to  be  knpwn  beyond  their  own 
immediate  vicinity^  In  many  of  the  accounts  of  these  maiks 
of  b^nieur,  iA  is  s^id  that  the  p9rti<^  aici  named  after  a  town  or 
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itsity,  in  consequence  of  the  very  great  renown  in  which  it  was 
then  held.  For  this  reason,  modem  historians  almost  universally 
consider  that  the  authenticated  instance  of  a  local  title>  is  a 
sure  proof  of  the  former  importance  of  the  locality  from  whence 
the  name  is  derired.  When  we  consider  the  rery  early  era  in 
which  a  monastic  institution  was  established  at  Cheltenham, 
and  the  high  repute  in  which  it  must  have  been  held  during  the 
period  referred  to,  we  should  expect  to  find  that  it  has  given 
name,  like  the  other  places  of  consequence  in  the  county,  to 
men  of  eminence.  That  such  is  the  case  will  be  apparent  from 
the  evidence  now  adduced,  and  the  fact  not  only  adds  a  new 
feature  to  our  local  history,  but  it  also  confirms  the  idea  before 
broached,  respecting  the  ancient  importance  of  the  town.  For 
full  three  hundred  years  a  fiamily  named  De  Cheltenham  had 
existence,  and  various  of  their  members  stand  distinguished  as 
scholars,  divines,  and  as  holders  of  local  oflSces.  The  word 
"  De "  prefixed  to  the  title  or  surname  Cheltenham,  is  of 
Norman  origin ;  it  corresponds  with  the  modem  French  de  (of). 
It  was  first  used  in  England  by  the  Conqueror,  who  introduced 
Norman-French  among  the  aborigines,  and  in  process  of  time 
many  foreign  phrases  became  incorporated  with  the  Saxon 
language. 

William  De  Cheltenham  was  probably  the  first  person  who 
assumed  the  name  of  the  town,  for  we  have  not  been  able  to 
trace  any  mention  of  the  title  prior  to  his  time.  He  flourished 
during  the  palmy  days  of  Henry  III.,  and  took  an  active  part 
in  ol)taining  and  drawing  up  local  charters,  about  the  middle  of 
the  thirteenth  century.  That  he  was  an  individual  of  influence 
and  high  legal  abilities,  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  the  civic 
parchment  rolls  of  Gloucester  record  that  he  was  successively 
elected  chief  officer  of  that  city  in  the  years  1248,  1255,  and 
1270.  According  to  Piynn,  he  bequeathed  the  annual  rent  of 
a  house  in  Smith-street,  Gloucester,  for  the  purpose  of  founding 
the  chantry  which  once  existed  within  the  walls  of  St.  Mary-de- 
Ciypt  Church. 

William  de  Cheltenham,  a  son  of  the  last-named  personage, 
was  steward  to  Thomas  Lord  Berkeley ;  he  was  also  a  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  filled  various  other  honourable  and  responsible 
offices.  Several  houses  in  Southgate-street,  Gloucester,  were 
awarded  to   him  jointly   with  Lord  Berkeley,  by  Lanthony 
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Priory,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  the  monastery  of  Grey 
Friars  on  their  site,  which  was  carried  into  effect,  and  the 
building  existed  until  the  period  of  the  Eeformation.  In  1341, 
"  Only  Thomas  Lord  Berkeley,  Thomas  Berkeley,  of  Cubberley, 
William  Tracy,  and  William  de  Cheltenham,  were  in  the  com- 
mission of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Gloucester,  which 
William  de  Cheltenham,  with  Lord  Berkeley,  sat  and  executed 
many  commissions  alone,  respecting  the  peace  in  this  and  other 
years;"  and  on  the  10th  of  March  in  the  same  year,  Lord 
Berkeley  "received  the  King's  commission  with  William  de 
Cheltenham,  to  see  carefully  to  the  preservation  of  the  sea-coasts 
of  the  county."  He  was  also  possessed  of  property  in  the 
Pucklechurch  Hundred,  in  this  county.  **  It  was  found  not  to 
the  King's  injury  if  he  granted  license  to  Halph,  Bishop  of 
Bath  and  Wells,  to  give  20  acres  here,  to  William  de  Cheltenham, 
in  exchange  for  20  acres  here,  granted  to  the  Bishop  and  his 
successors.  The  land  of  the  above  William  de  Cheltenham 
being  held  of  the  Bishop  by  two  shillings  per  annum  for  all 
services  ;  there  remaining  to  the  above  William,  in  Pucklechurch, 
a  mess,  and  caruc,  held  by  the  above  Bishop  at  three  shillings 
per  annum  for  all  services."  "William  de  Cheltenham,  one 
of  Lord  Berkeley's  stewards,  held  part  of  £40  land  and 
rent  here."  "William  de  Cheltenham  held  in  Abboteston, 
2  mess,  4  caruc  and  20  marks  rent."  Woodmancote,  in 
the  Berkeley  Hundred,  having  become  alienated  from  the 
Berkeley  family,  it  was  repurchased  by  Thomas  Lord 
Berkeley,  in  the  name  of  William  de  Cheltenham  and 
another  of  his  stewards.  A  jury  of  landowners,  appointed 
by  Richard  11.,  to  determine  upon  the  rightful  ownership  of 
Hawksbury  parish,  in  this  county,  decided  "  That  the  abbey  of 
Pershore  obtained  certain  lands  and  tenements  called  Wodecroft 
and  Kildesley,  within  the  demesne  of  Hawkesbury,  from  William 
de  Cheltenham,  without  the  King's  license." 

Eichard  de  Cheltenham. — Great  classical  abilities,  and  an 
exalted  piety,  were  among  the  chief  characteristics  of  the  next 
individual  who  is  recorded  as  having  adopted  the  family  title. 
He  is  the  first  traceable  person  to  whom  the  title  of  "  Abbot  of 
Cheltenham"  is  applied,  which  occurs  in  Prinn's  account  of 
Cirencester  Abbey.  He  liyed  during  the  reigns  of  Henry  V. 
and  Edward  lY.,  and  was  doubtless  one  of  the  Principals  of 
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the  monastic  establishment  which  existed  from  so  early  a  period 
in  the  town.  His  successoi:  to  the  title  was  one  of  the  most 
shining  literary  ornaments  of  the  fifteenth  century.  He  filled 
the  responsible  oflice  of  Abbot  in  the  place  of  his  birth  with 
such  ability  and  zeal  that  he  was  promoted  to  be  the  Principal 
gf  Tewkesbury  Abbey.  This  marked  elevation  to  the  charge  of 
one  of  the  most  extensive  and  richly  ^dowed  local  reli^ous 
institutions  then  existing,  cleariy  testifies  the  high  opinion  of  his 
moral  worth  and  intellectual  attainments  whidi  was  entertained 
by  those  with  whom  he  lived  and  died. 

Eichard  de  Cheltenham  was  one  of  the  most  celebrated 
divines  of  the  reigns  of  Richard  HI.  and  Henry  VH.  He  was 
unquestionably  regarded  as  the  principal  ofiSml  of  the  monastic 
institutions  of  this  county.  Leland  says  "  Stanway  was  almost 
re-edified  and  augmicntid  by  Abhate  de  Cheltenham,  tempore 
HenriciVH."  Fur  m^iy  years  previous  to  his  death  he  was 
Abbot  of  the  rich  and  extwid^e  Abbey  of  Tewkesbury,  in  which 
Abbey  he  died  in  1509,  and  was  there  buried.  His  tomb  is 
situated  in  the  south  aisle  of  what  is  now  termed  the  Tewkesbury 
Abbey,  or  Pari^  Church ;  a  visit  to  it  will  convey  to  tlie  reader 
an  idea  of  the  exalted  position  which  our  anci^t  townsman  held 
in  the  monastic  era.  It  is  a  long  tomb  of  alt£ur  shape,  displaying 
all  abound  it  the  genuine  Gothic  order  of  architeisture  of  Henry 
the  Seventh's  reign ;  on  the  body  of  the  tonabi  very  ri<^ly 
carved,  are  various  emblems  of  tL©  dignity  of  the  deceased, 
besides  crosiers,  quatrefoils  and  shields  on  whfch  the  letters 
R.  C.  (Richard  of  Cheltenham)  are  conapicuous^  engraved.  In 
a  recese  over  the  tomb,  farmM  by  a  curionsarrii,  is  some  tracery 
of  an  unique  character.  The  tomb  was  formerly  in  a  much 
more  perfect  state  than  at  pf  esent^  for  WiUis  relates  that  he  saw 
the  effigy  of  the  Abbot  reclining  upon  it  in  full  proportion,  not 
a  vestige  of  which  now  remains.  This  memorial  of  native  worth, 
was  restored  by  order  of  the  auAorities  of  Tewkesfeury  Church, 
in  18^7,  an  act  highly  creditable  to  theod^  and  one  which  will 
tend  to  perpetuate  for  centuriies  to  come  the  memory  of  the 
dfeiinguished  deceased.  Biohanl  de  Cheltenham  was  elected 
Abbot  of  Tewkesbiiry  Abbey,  on  Auguflt  Srd*  l4SXy  and  con* 
firmed  in  great  pomp  in  tite  September  following.  He  assisted 
in  his  pontificals  at  the  funeral  of  the  renowned  Prince  Arthui, 
ddost  soa  of  HinryYII.,  who  was.intened  ait  Worcester  in  I&O^. 
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Bobert  de  Cheltealiam,  B.D.,  was  edacated  for  a  monastic 
life,  and  acquired  the  degree  of  a  bachelor  of  divinity.  He  was 
for  many  years  an  inmate  of  Tewkesbury  Abbey,  and  was 
employed  to  transcribe  the  history  of  the  period  in  connection 
with  the  accounts  of  the  institution  to  which  he  belonged.  In 
modern  language  he  may  be  called  a  secretary, — "  who  was  the 
registrar  and  chancellor  of  the  Abbey" — ^a  trust  of  some 
importance  when  the  extent  and  income  of  the  building  is 
taken  into  consideration.  At  the  time  the  Abbey  passed  into 
the  hands  of  the  Protestants  our  townsman  was  an  inmate.  As 
a  mark  of  esteem  of  his  past  most  exemplary  career,  the 
commissioners  who  seized  the  edifice  on  behalf  of  Henry  YIII., 
awarded  to  him  an  annual  pension  of  £\0, 

Eichard  de  Cheltenham  stands  distinguished  as  the  third  Prior 
of  Tewkesbury  Abbey ;  he  continued  to  hold  oflSce  until  the 
monastic  dissolution,  and  had  presented  to  him  an  annual  pension 
of  M  13s.  4d.  He  was  the  last  native  of  Cheltenham  connected 
with  this  Abbey  prior  to  its  final  destruction.  The  office  of 
Prior  was  next  in  importance  to  that  of  Abbot. 

John  de  Cheltenham  was  coeval  with  his  two  last  named 
relatives,  and,  like  them,  was  connected  with  the  once  extensive 
and  richly  endowed  Tewkesbury  Abbey.  His  occupation  was 
that  of  chief  sexton,  and,  at  the  confiscation  of  the  Abbey,  he 
had  a  pension  bestowed  upon  him  of  the  same  amount  as  was 
given  to  his  last  named  contemporary. 

With  John  de  Cheltenham  our  brief  history  of  ancient  local 
titles  must  close,  for  we  cannot  find  any  further  mention  of  the 
name  after  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  In  the  copies  of  the 
Parliamentaiy  rolls  of  Philip  and  Mary,  quoted  by  Willis,  and 
in  the  original  book  of  pensions  still  preserved  in  the  Augmen- 
tation Office,  London,  and  belonging  to  "Tewksburie  late 
Monasterie,"  are  recorded  the  names,  ranks,  and  pensions,  of 
the  three  individuals  last  noticed. 

The  period  of  time  we  have  been  traversing  extends  from  the 
thirteenth  to  the  sixteenth  century,  and  includes  the  reigns  of 
Henry  III. ,  the  three  Edwards,  Richard  II.,  the  Henrys  who 
succeeded  him,  down  to  the  early  days  of  Henry  VIII.  That 
during  this  long  and  momentous  epoch,  there  were  many  more 
members  of  the  De  Cheltenham  family  than  are  now  ascertainable, 
is  a  highly  probable  conjecture.     Five,  out  of  the  six  individuals 
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mentiofiecl,  were  confessedly  no  ordinary  men  for  the  mediseyal 
ages,  and  certainly  reflect  honour  upon  that  town,  the  naooe  of 
which  they  bore. 

KARL  OF  SAIiSBU&T. 

William  Long  Espee,  Earl  of  Salisbury,  who  was  Lord  of  the 
Manor  of  Cheltenham,  in  the  thirteenth  century,  was  a  person 
of  high  celebrity  in  his  day.  He  stands  alike  distinguished  for 
his  abilities  as  a  lawyer,  warrior,  statesman,  and  for  ''  the  spirit 
of  exalted  piety  which  he  Uianifested.''  As  a  mark  of  royal 
favour  and  esteem,  upon  the  occasion  of  his  marriage  he  was 
created  Earl  of  Salisbury  by  Henry  HI.,  who  also  gave  to  bim 
the  Castle  of  Salisbury,  where  he  died.  The  Earl  of  Salisbury 
was  for  nine  years  connected  with  the  place,  and  he  appears  to 
have  watched  over  the  interests  of  his  property,  for  during  that 
time  there  is  no  mention  made  of  any  payment  of  taxes  by  the 
inhabitants,  nor  until  after  the  manor  again  reverted  to  the 
crown,  when  it  paid  "  two  shillings  aid  money."  The  Earl  of 
Salisbury  took  an  active  part  in  the  public  affairs  of  his  day. 
He  warmly  espoused  the  claim  of  the  infant  Prince  Henry  to 
the  throne  upon  the  death  of  King  John.  He  aided  the 
partisans  of  the  Prince  in  fanning  the  flame  of  public  opinion  in 
his  favour.  He  assisted  at  the  coronation,  which  was  held  at 
Gloucester,  of  "  the  Infant  King,"  who  was  henceforth  called 
Henry  III.  When  crowned  he  was  but  ten  years  of  age. 
Besides  the  Earl  of  Salisbury,  there  were  present  the  Pope's 
Legate,  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  and  several  Bishops.  This 
event  occurred  on  October  28,  1216*  His  acquaintance  with 
the  locality  was  probably  then  first  formed,  for  in  three  years 
afterwards  the  King,  as  a  reward  for  his  adherence,  gave  to  him 
the  Manor  of  Cheltenham.  The  gift  would  appear  to  have  been 
an  absolute  one,  for  the  Earl,  at  his  decease,  left  the  property  by 
Will  to  his  son  William  Espee.  This  person,  after  having  held 
possession  for  three  years,  offended  the  King  in  consequence  of 
his  going  out  to  fight  against  the  Saracens  without  leave  of 
absence.  His  departure  from  the  kingdom  upon  this  expedition 
was  his  ruin,  for  the  king  seized  all  his  property,  iocluding  the 
Cheltenham  Manor  -,  and  once  again  it  became  possessed  by  the 
crown.     The  birth  and  parentage  of  the  Earl  of  Salisbury  is 
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adsociated  with  one  of  the  most  romantic  incidents  of  the  times. 
He  was  the  natural  son  of  Heniy  11.,  by  the  celebrated  Fair 
Bosamond,  herself  allied  by  birth  to  the  locality. 

The  grandson  of  Bichard  Duke  of  Normandy,  Lord  ClifiPord, 
came  oyer  to  this  country  with  the  Yictorious  William  the 
Conqueror,  and  was  presented  with  the  delightful  village  of 
Frampton-OD-Severn,  in  this  county,  by  that  monarch.  From 
that  period  to  the  present,  the  Clifford's  have  had  an  interest  in 
the  Frampton  manor,  and  have  mostly  resided  within  the  manorial 
precincts.  Lord  Walter  Clifford,  who  lived  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  XL,  was  the  father  of  Fair  Bosamond.  After  she  had 
arrived  at  a  suitable  age,  her  parents  removed  her  from  her 
native  village  to  the  house  of  a  lady  residing  at  Woodstock,  in 
Oxfordshire,  in  order  to  perfect  her  education.  She  manifested 
at  an  early  period,  an  intelligent  mind,  combined  with  much 
vivacity  and  wit.  All  authorities  agree  in  recording  her  to  have 
been  one  of  the  greatest  beauties  of  her  day,  and  so  truly  fair, 
that  the  blood  might  be  seen  to  flow  through  her  veins.  Fair 
Bose  was  a  name  given  on  account  of  her  personal  charms,  and 
Fior  Bose-a-mond  was  an  addition  made  by  Henry  II. ;  her 
real  name,  aud  the  one  by  which  she  is  distinguished  on  the 
family  pedigree,  is  simply  Jane  Clifford.  By  the  king  she  had 
two  sons,  named  William  Long  Espee  and  Geoffiery ;  the  former, 
who  owned  the  Cheltenham  Manor,  was  made  Lord  High 
Chancellor,  and  the  latter,  Bishop  of  Lincoln.  They  were  both 
persons  of  very  high  note  and  authority  in  their  day.  Their 
royal  father  was  much  attached  to  them,  and  in  consequence  of 
his  own  queen  and  children  rebelling  against  him,  they  became 
his  confidential  advisers,  were  present  during  the  time  of 
his  decease,  and  received  into  their  hands  all  the  official  seals. 
After  the  lapse  of  a  few  years,  Bosamond,  stung  with  remorse, 
retired  from  the  world  and  all  its  vanities,  to  the  nunnery  of 
(jodstow,  where  she  died  in  1177. 

The  nunnery,  which  had  afforded  a  place  of  refuge  to  this 
victim  of  royal  passion,  was  afterwards  endowed  by  Bosamond's 
father  and  brother,  who,  jointly,  for  ever  awarded  to  it,  the 
rental  of  a  meadow  called  Lichten,  and  also  a  mill,  both  situate 
at  Frampton-or«Sevem,  the  village  where  she  was  bom,  in  1140, 
now  upwards  of  700  years  since.  "  Bosamond  was  the  daughter 
of  Walter  Lord  Clifford,  which  lady,  for  her  incomparable  beauty. 
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was  reputed,  with  allusion  to  her  name,  Eosa-mondi,  or  the  rose 
of  the  world"  (Speed). 

The  Earl  of  Salisbury  was  connected  by  marriage  with  a  local 
family  of  high  celebrity — the  De  Spencers,  whose  representatives 
are  interred  in  the  Abbey  Church  at  Tewkesbury.  The  Earl's 
relationship  to  the  celebrated  beauty  of  the  age  has  tended  to 
perpetuate  his  memory.  The  incidents  in  the  life  of  his  parent 
have  proved  a  most  fertile  field  for  the  historian  and  novelist, 
and  it  is  a  singular  coincidence  that  the  so  long  popular  musical 
composition  of  "  Fair  Rosamond,"  should  have  been  written  by 
an  after  resident  in  the  Manor — John  Bamett. 

The  Earl  of  Salisbury  was  no  ordinary  man.  He  was  evidently 
made  for  the  times  in  which  he  lived — ^times  of  turbulence 
and  change — which  required  moral  courage  and  firmness  from 
adherents  to  the  side  of  Royalty.  These  qualities  Espee 
possessed  in  an  eminent  degree.  Like  the  Roman  Senator,  who 
went  from  labouring  at  the  plough  to  the  iinperial  throne,  and 
directed  and  ruled  a  nation,  the  Earl  of  Salisbury  in  the  hour  of 
need  could  cast  aside  the  attire  of  the  Lord  High  Chancellor, 
buckle  to  his  girt  the  sword  of  the  warrior,  and  fight  in  defence 
of  his  king  and  country.  "  The  word  William  Long  Espee,  is 
of  French  origin,  and  signifies  the  long  sword — a  name  applied 
on  account  of  unusual  length  of  the  sword  commonly  worn  by 
this  brave  personage"  (Rapin). 

We  have  thus  briefly  glanced  at  this  remarkable  man's  career, 
and  it  seems  to  have  been  an  honourable  one.  The  Lord  of  our 
Manor  was  sent  into  a  foreign  land  "  upon  business  of  State," 
which  affected  bis  health,  and  he  paid  the  debt  of  nature.  His 
latter  end  was  truly  characteristic  of  the  religious  man,  as  this 
testimony  of  the  old  English  historian  will  illustrate  : 

"  Speed  thus  records  his  decease : — *  William  Long  Espee,  survived  wot  long  his 
good  services,  who  returning  upon  business  of  state  into  England, soon  ended  his 
days  at  the  Castle  ot  Salisbury,  with  so  great  humility  and  piety,  that  at  point  ol 
death  he  would  not  receive  the  Holy  Kncharist  in  his  bed,  but  upon  his  bare  knees 
on  the  ground,  which  he  moistened  with  abundance  of  penitential  tears.  Upon 
which  great  Earl  this  Epitaph  was  made — 

Royal-born  William,  flower  of  Earls  lies  here, 
A  sheath  thus  short,  doth  Long  Sword  bear.' " 
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THE  BERKELBY  FAMILY. 

By  parliamentary  representation,  the  possession  of  property, 
and  the  holding  of  judicial  and  military  offices,  and  by  residence, 
the  Berkeley  family  have  been  connected  with  Cheltenham  for 
many  centuries — ^first,  by  the  purchase  of  the  Manorial  lease  in 
1466,  by  Sir  Maurice  Berkeley,  and  more  recently  by  the 
election  of  the  Hon.  C.  F.  Berkeley,  his  cousin,  Granville 
C.  Lennox  Berkeley,  Esq.,  and  Col.  Berkeley,  as  Members  of 
Parliament  for  the  borough,  and  by  their  elevation  to  the  local 
Bench  of  Magistrates.  A  consecutive  account  of  all  the  incidents 
connected  with  the  county  would  alone  pourtray  the  intimate 
connection  which  has  so  long  locally  existed — the  memoir  of 
"the  noble  House  of  Berkeley"  being  in  fact  inseparable  from 
the  history  of  Gloucestershire,  In  the  early  monastic  ages,  and 
also  in  more  recent  periods,  branches  of  the  family  stand 
distinguished  for  their  learning  and  piety.  The  name  of  Bishop 
Berkeley  is  familiar  to  all ;  and,  in  his  day  and  generation,  he 
was  one  of  the  most  eminent  of  theologians  and  metaphysicians. 
For  centuries,  in  ancient  times,  the  principal  male  representative 
was  the  sole  administrator  of  justice  for  the  entire  county, 
holding  at  the  same  time  a  number  of  other  responsible  offices. 
By  intermarriages  and  Royal  favours,  they  have  become  connected 
with  persons  of  the  highest  rank  and  celebrity.  A  screen  in 
Berkeley  Chapel  contains  their  pedigree  and  arms,  and  on  it  may 
be  traced  the  alliance  of  the  Berkeleys,  in  past  times,  with  the 
following  distinguished  families — Fitzhardinge,  Howard,  Clifford, 
Hemsdon,  Derby,  Campden,  Musgrave,  Stanhope,  Mortimer, 
Lennox,  Warwick,  Mowbray,  Cobham,  Bruce,  Norfolk,  Warren, 
Shrewsbury,  Bedford,  Ormond,  Butler,  Dacre,  and  Segrave. 

The  long  pending  suit  which  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
House  of  Lords  during  several  sessions  down  to  1861,  respecting 
the  claim  to  the  title  set  up  by  Sir  Maurice  Berkeley,  brought 
the  family  history  prominently  before  the  public.  The  evidence 
then  adduced  by  the  claimant.  Sir  Maurice,  the  father  of  the 
present  parliamentary  representative  of  Cheltenham,  at  once 
showed  the  ancient  custom  of  "  Barons  by  Tenure,"  and  of  the 
title  passing  with  the  owner  of  the  Estate.  The  historical 
matter  brought  forward  upon  that  occasion,  strikingly  illustrated 
both  the  antiquity  and  importance  of  the  family  from  the  earliest 
dawn  of  English  history. 
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The  Berkeleys  are  unquestionably  of  Boyal  origin.  Hardinge, 
the  son  of  Sueno,  King  of  Denmark,  came  over  to  this  country 
with  "William  the  Conqueror,  and  having  married  Eva,  the 
Conqueror's  niece,  and  assumed  the  name  of  Fitzhardinge, 
settled  at  Bristol,  where  he  died  in  1116.  He  was  a  canon,  and 
the  founder  of  St.  Augustin's  Abbey,  now  forming  part  of  the 
Cathedral,  where  he  lies  buried.  In  1168,  he  entertained  with 
great  hospitality  at  his  house,  in  Baldwin-street,  Bristol,  the 
King  of  Leinster  and  a  suite  of  sixty  persons,  who  were  passing 
through  that  place  with  the  captive  wife  of  the  rival  prince  of 
Breffini.  Maurice,  the  son  of  this  Fitzhardinge,  married  the 
daughter  of  Roger  de  Berkeley,  and  thus  commenced  "  the  noble 
house  of  Berkeley."  Koger  de  Berkeley  was  allied  to  Edward 
the  Confessor,  and  to  the  Conqueror.  His  original  name  was 
Roger.  He  resided  at  Dursley;  but  after  the  Conquest,  his 
last  named  relative  gave  to  him  the  Berkeley  Manor,  when  he 
appended  the  name  of  that  place  to  his  own.  He  was  one  of 
the  monks  of  the  Priory  of  Leonard  Stanley,  which  he  richly 
endowed.  The  two  houses  which  had  been  thus  united  were, 
for  some  time  previous,  in  a  state  of  political  rivalry ;  by  the 
marriage  a  covenant  of  peace  was  effected.  The  warmest 
partizans  on  both  sides  were  present  at  the  nuptial  celebration, 
and  among  the  number  were  King  Stephen,  and  Henry,  Duke 
of  Normandy.  Eva,  the  wife  of  Mtzhardinge,  founded  a 
nunnery  at  Bristol  after  her  husband's  decease,  and  she  remained 
an  inmate  until  the  period  of  her  death.  Her  son  Maurice  was 
characterized  for  his  benevolence :  he  founded  two  hospitals  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Berkeley.  He  had  two  sons,  who 
accompanied  the  captive  William  the  First,  of  Scotland,  on  his 
return  from  England  to  his  native  country,  and  thus  was 
commenced  the  Berkeleys  of  Scotland,  which  shortly  afterwards 
led  to  the  establishment  of  another  branch  in  Ireland.  Robert, 
the  eldest  son  of  Maurice,  who  remained  at  home,  and  was 
brought  up  in  the  court  of  Henry  the  First,  appears  to  have 
inherited  the  religious  zeal  of  his  father.  At  his  deaih,  he 
bequeathed  the  greater  part  of  his  property  towards  endowing 
the  Churches  and  Priories  at  Bristol,  Berkeley,  Hereford,  and 
many  other  places.  So  benevolent  were  the  early  members  of 
this  family,  that  Smythe,  in  his  "Lives  of  the  Berkeleys," 
asserts,  and  the  assertion  is  borne  out  by  Fuller,  that  they  have 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


THE    B£RK£L£Y    FAMILY.  87 

been  the  greatest  bene£au3tors  to  the  Church  of  the  whole  nobility 
of  England — no  less  than  eighty  knights'  fees  being  held  of 
them  by  religious  houses ;  nor  is  there  scarcely  a  church  in  this 
county — and  there  are  many  in  others — ^where  the  arms  in  the 
windows  do  not  denote  a  benefaction.  The  family  haye,  on  this 
account,  an  Abbot's  mitre  for  a  crest.  Eobert,  although  twice 
married,  died  without  male  issue,  and  the  line  was  continued  by 
his  second  brother,  Thomas,  who  married  Joan,  daughter  of  the 
Lord  of  Campden,  and  by  her  had  a  numerous  issue ;  one  of 
his  sons,  William,  became  a  Knight  Templar.  His  eldest  son, 
Maurice,  who  was  created  a  Lord,  and  succeeded  his  father  in 
1243,  was  one  of  the  greatest  warriors  of  the  day.  He 
accompanied  the  Prince  of  Wales  in  his  Welsh  expedition,  and 
afterwards  sumptuously  entertained  Henry  HI.  at  Berkeley 
Castle,  he  having  previously  attended  that  monarch  in  his  wars 
at  Grascony.  Lord  Maurice  twice  married  branches  of  royal 
blood.  His  first  wife  was  Isabel,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of 
Cornwall,  King  of  the  Romans,  and  brother  to  Henry  IIL  ;  his 
second  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Credina,  a  baron  of  Lincoln- 
shire, and  a  grandchild  of  Louis,  King  of  France.  The  next 
successor  was  his  son  Thomas,  who  was  created  a  Lord  in  1281. 
He  was  also  a  great  warrior,  having  fought  in  twenty-eight 
oigagements,  and  among  the  number  at  the  celebrated  battle  of 
Bannockbum,  where  he  was  taken  prisoner,  and  ransomed  only 
for  a  very  large  sum.  Fuller  says— "His  piety  was  as 
conspicuous  by  religious  bequests,  as  his  courage  had  been  by 
repeated  acts  of  bravery.'*  He  died  in  13^1,  and  was  succeeded 
by  his  eldest  son,  Maurice,  who  was  called  to  Parliament  by 
Edward  the  Fii-st,  in  1309,  under  the  title  of  Lord  Berkeley. 
He  continued  his  seat  in  Parliament  until  his  father's  death, 
wh^i  he  vacated  it,  and  took  possession  of  the  family  estates. 
It  was  customary  in  that  rude  and  warlike  era,  (the  fourteenth 
oentury),  to  contract  marriages  between  members  belonging  to 
families  of  not^,  from  their  infancy.  Maurice  was  married  at 
the  age  of  eight  years,  to  Eva,  daughter  of  Lord  Zouch,  and  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  was  the  father  of  Thomas,  his  son  and  heir. 
Maurice  was  a  great  favomite  both  with  Edward  I.  and  II.,  and 
by  them  he  was  successively  appointed  to  the  offices  of  Governor 
of  Gloucester,  Governor  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  Justice  of 
Wales,  and  High  Steward  of  the  Duchy  of  Aquitian.     But 
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having,  in  connection  with  others,  opposed  the  claims  of  the 
Hugh  Despensers,  he  lost  the  royal  favour,  and  having  refused 
to  give  up  his  castle  and  property,  when  specially  summoned,  he 
was  taken  prisoner,  and  died  in  captivity  at  Wallingford  Castle. 
His  son  Thomas,  who  sided  with  his  father,  was  also  taken 
prisoner,  and  conveyed  to  the  Tower,  from  which  he  contrived  to 
escape,  but  was  shortly  afterwards  recaptured,  and  successively 
imprisoned  at  Sussex  and  Berkhampstead.  A  change  of  circum* 
stances  fortunately  took  place  in  1326,  and  he  was  released,  and 
the  family  property  restored  to  him.  Thomas  distinguished 
himself  at  the  siege  of  Calais,  and  at  the  battles  of  Cressy  and 
Poictiers.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Maurice,  who  having 
attended  his  father  on  a  warlike  errand  to  Scotland,  was  created 
a  knight  in  his  seventh  year,  and  in  his  eighth  year  was  married 
to  a  daughter  of  Hugh  Despenser.  He  died  in  1367,  and  was 
followed  by  his  son  Thomas,  who  married  a  daughter  of  Lord 
Lisle,  and  among  the  issue  may  be  mentioned  the  wife  of  the 
celebrated  Earl  of  Warwick.  He  took  part  in  all  the  principal 
military  actions  of  his  day,  and  was  also  eminent  for  his  love  of 
literature ;  by  his  patronage  and  influence,  a  new  translation  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures  was  published.  At  the  death  of  Thomas, 
the  famfly  line  was  continued  by  his  nephew  James,  who  was 
thrice  married,  and  by  those  marriages  allied  to  the  families  of 
Norfolk,  Shrewsbury,  and  Stafford.  He  died  in  1463,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  son  William,  who,  for  his  valour  at  the  battle 
of  Calais,  was  knighted  by  Edward  IV.,  appointed  Earl  Marshal 
of  England,  and  by  Henry  VII.  was  created  Earl  Berkeley. 
Although  he  was  three  times  allied  by  marriage  to  families  of 
distinction,  yet  none  of  his  children  survived  him,  and  his  titles 
and  estates  devolved  to  his  brother  Maurice,  who  dying  in  1506, 
was  succeeded  by  his  son  of  the  same  name,  who  successively 
filled  the  oflSces  of  High  Sheriff  of  Gloucestershire,  and  Lieu- 
tenant of  Calais,  at  which  latter  place  he  died  in  1523,  without 
male  issue.  The  line  was  continued  by  his  brother  Thomas, 
who  intermarried  with  the  families  of  Huntingdon  and  Savage, 
and  had  issue,  Elizabeth,  afterwards  wife  to  the  Earl  of  Ormond, 
and  Henry,  his  son  and  heir,  who  married  Lady  Catherine 
Howard.  These  persons  were  both  court  favourites,  and  Queens 
Elizabeth  and  Mary  stood  godmothers  to  two  of  their  children. 
At  the  death  of  Henry,  the  line  was  continued  by  his  grandson 
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George,  a  man  of  great  literary  acquirements,  and  who  spent 
his  time  in  travelling  abroad  to  make  discoveries.  By  a 
daughter  of  Sir  M.  Stanhope,  he  had  several  sons,  the  elder  of 
whom  was  unfortunately  drowned  on  his  way  to  France.  He 
died  in  1 658,  and  was  followed  by  his  son  George,  who  having 
taken  active  measures  to  restore  Charles  11.  to  the  throne,  was 
by  that  monarch  created  both  Earl  of  Berkeley  and  Viscount 
Dursley,  in  1679.  He  was  also  a  patron  of  learning,  and 
bequeathed  to  Sion  College  a  library  collected  by  the  great 
lawyer.  Sir  Eobert  Coke.  He  was  a  warm  friend  of  William  III., 
and  assisted  him  in  dethroning  James  II.  He  was  succeeded  by 
his  son  Charles,  who  married  a  daughter  of  Viscount  Campden. 
He  was  elected  member  of  Gloucester,  and  in  1689,  he  was 
advanced  to  the  House  of  Lords.  His  next  successor  was  his 
son  James,  who  spent  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  upon  the 
seas.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  several  of  the  celebrated 
naval  victories  achieved  during  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne.  He 
was  second  in  command  during  the  battles  engaged  in  by  Sir 
George  Eooke  and  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel.  He  early  manifested 
an  inclination  for  naval  life,  and  was  in  1701  appointed  a 
Captain  of  the  "  Sorlings."  Soon  after  the  accession  of  Queen 
Anne,  he  was  promoted  to  the  "  Lichfield,"  60  guns ;  and  being 
detached  from  the  main  fleet  under  Sir  G.  Eooke,  to  cruise  in 
soundings,  he  fell  in  with  and  captured,  after  a  severe  action,  a 
French  ship  of  war  with  36  guns,  and  a  large  vessel  carrying 
20  guns,  homeward  bound  for  Martinique,  and  valued  at  £40,000. 
He  brought  both  vessels  into  Spithead.  In  1704  he  was 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  "  Boyne,"  80  guns,  and  in 
the  battle  of  Malaga,  was  stationed  in  the  line  second  to 
Sir  J.  Leake.  In  1706,  he  commanded  the  "  St.  George,"  in  the 
Mediterranean ;  and  riding  at  anchor  before  one  of  the  Isles  of 
Hieres,  on  which  there  were  three  forts,  surprised  the  strongest 
and  summoned  the  two  others,  which  surrendered  at  discretion. 
In  1707,  and  when  only  twenty  seven  years  of  age,  he  was 
created  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue,  and  Vice-Admiral  of  the 
White.  He  married  Lady  Lennox,  daughter  of  the  Duke  of 
Eichmond,  and  died  in  1786,  leaving  Augustus,  his  only  son 
and  successor,  who  was  made  Lord-Lieutenant  of  the  county, 
and  a  Knight  of  the  Thistle.  He  died  in  1775.  His  son 
Frederick  Augustus^  Earl  of  Berkeley,  held  all  the  offices,  both 
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local  and  national,  which  liis  father  inherited;  and  died  in 
1810.  In  the  following  year  his  eldest  son,  William  Fitz- 
hardinge  Berkeley  laid  claim  to  the  title  and  estates,  which 
led  to  the  celebrated  trial  in  the  Hotise  of  Lords.  The  decision 
was  given  in  1811,  and  by  the  house  refusing  to  recognise  the 
alleged  marriage  between  the  Earl  and  his  Countess  ia  1785, 
Thomas  Morton  Fitzhardinge  Berkeley  became  the  acknowledged 
Earl  of  Berkeley.  The  Countess  of  Berkeley,  after  the  trial, 
retired  into  private  life,  and  died  on  October  30,  1844.  Probate 
of  her  will  was  granted  in  May  19, 1845,  to  the.  Bight  Hon, 
William  Fitzhardinge  Berkeley,  Baron  Segrave,Earl  Fitzhardinge, 
the  son,  and  the  Bight  Hon.  Lady  Mary  Henrietta  Fitzhardinge 
Berkeley,  the  daughter,  the  executors. 

The  will  devised  her  real  estates  to  her  eldest  son,  and 
bequeathed  to  him  her  diamonds,  jewels,  plate,  and  the  medals 
presented  to  her  husband;  and  other  jewels,  trinkets,  and 
ornaments  to  be  divided  among  her  three  daughters,  to  whom 
she  also  bequeathed  many  specific  and  pecuniary  legacies,  except 
to  her  daughter.  Lady  Caroline,  who  had  requested  that  no 
money  mght  be  left  to  her  by  the  will. 

The  wiU  was  dated  the  15th  of  November,  1843,  and  the 
co'didls,  1844,  and  are  respectively  signed  "  Mary  Berkeley." 
Accompanying  the  will  was  a  most  interesting  and  lengthy 
document,  entirely  in  her  ladyship's  handwriting,  occupying 
twelve  sheets,  being  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  his  Majesty 
King  George  lY.,  as  to  her  marriage,  and  the  reception  at  Court 
of  her  eldest  son  by  his  Majesty,  who  acknowledged  him  as  Ead 
Berkeley.  The  letter  is  dated  March  11, 1822,  at  Cranford^  and 
is  signed  "  Mary  Berkeley,** 

By  this  memorable  trial  a  junior  member  of  the  ancient 
family  was  legally  advanced  to  the  Earldom — ^an  honour  which 
he  declined.  The  facts  are  thus  recorded  in  Debrett's  Peerage, — 
"  No  writ  has  been  issued  to  an  Earl  of  Berkeley  since  the  death 
in  1810,  of  Frederic  Augustus,  the  fifth  Earl;  the  House  of 
Peers  having  decided  July  1, 1811,  that  William  Fitzhardinge 
Berkeley,  Esq.,  who  then  claimed  the  title,  as  ehlest  son  and  heir 
of  the  last  Earl,  had  not  made  good  his  dalm ;  and  Thomas 
Moreton  Fitzhardinge  Berkeley,  on  whom,  by  virtue  of  the  above 
decision,  the  tiUe  devolved,  declined,  from  a  firm  conviction  of 
his  brother's  legitimate  birth,  to  assume  it."    Thus,  it  appears 
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that  the  eldest  son  Yirtaally  succeeded  to  the  Berkeley  Estates. 
He  was  soon  afterwards  popularly  known  as  Colonel  Berkeley. 
On  September  10,  1831,  he  was  created  a  Baron,  and  became 
Lord  Segrave,  and  more  recently  he  was  honoured  with  the  title 
of  Earl  Eitzhardinge.  On  December  8,  1835,  he  was  elevated 
to  the  highest  local  judicial  ofilce-^ha?ing  by  His  late  Majesty 
William  IV.,  received  the  appointment  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Gloucestershire.  In  this  capacity,  his  Lordship  did  much  to 
advance  the  social  and  commercial  interests  of  the  county.  As 
the  chief  representative  of  the  reigning  monarch,  his  zeal  and 
eloquence  was  called  into  exercise  upon  occasions  of  public 
emergency.  In  1816,  when  the  Duke  of  Wellington  first  visited 
Cheltenham,  he  was,  with  others,  at  a  public  meeting,  deputed 
to  deliver  an  address  to  the  noble  warrior.  The  oratorical 
powers  of  the  then  Col.  Berkeley,  were  ably  exercised  upon  the 
occasion,  and  were  eulogised  by  the  "  Hero  of  an  hundred 
fights."  In  1850,  when  a  national  effort  was  being  made  to 
secure  the  Great  Exhibition  of  1851,  his  Lordship  rendered 
valuable  assistance.  He  presided  at  a  public  meeting  at  the 
Assembly  Rooms,  Cheltenham,  called  in  aid  of  that  memorable 
object ;  and  by  a  munificent  donation  placed  the  chief  town  of 
the  county  in  a  prominent  position  on  the  subscription  list. 
Earl  Fitzhardinge  was  born  in  1786,  and  his  birthday  was 
annually  celebrated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  "ancient 
demesne,"  with  general  rejoicing. 

Earl  Eitzhardinge  was  associated  with  Cheltenham  for  half-a- 
century*  until  his  decrease.  To  the  local  charities  and  amusements 
he  was  a  constant  benefactor.  The  visitors  and  residents  of  a 
watering-place  require  out-door  pursuits,  in  order  to  promote 
that  health  and  vigour  which  they  seek  afber.  The  sports  of  the 
field  are  well  calculated  to  gain  this  great  object,  and  the  regular 
establishment  of  a  pack  of  hounds  has  tended  to  acquire  for  the 
town  a  celebrity  of  which  it  may  indeed  be  proud.  This  has 
been  done  by  Earl  Eitzhardinge,  in  a  manner  and  for  a  time 
without  a  parallel  in  the  sporting  history  of  any  locality.  The 
noble  Earl,  at  his  sole  expense,  and  without  once  making  a 
public  appeal,  for  forty  years  regularly  supplied  a  noble  pack  of 
fox-hounds,  and  maintained  a  vast  hunting  establishment.  The 
inhabitants,  in  order  to  mark  their  sense  of  obligation,  on  several 
occasions  escorted  his  Lordship  into  the  town  in  procession,  and 
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presented  him  with  a  congratulatory  address.  This  has  generally 
been  done  upon  the  first  day  of  the  hunting  season,  while  the 
bells  of  St.  Mary's  have  joined  in  with  their  merry  peals.  But, 
it  was  long  felt  that  an  act  so  disinterested  as  that  of  aflPording 
a  locality  an  opportunity  of  hunting  for  forty  years,  deserved 
some  substantial  mark  of  esteem.  Consequently,  a  committee, 
comprising  the  heads  of  some  of  the  most  noble  families  of  the 
town  and  county,  was  chosen  to  collect  subscriptions,  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  a  testimonial.  On  April  23rd,  1852,  a 
public  dinner,  attended  by  most  of  the  leading  sporting  gentle- 
men of  the  county,  was  held  at  the  Plough  Hotel,  in  order  to 
afford  an  opportunity  of  presenting  to  the  noble  Earl  a"testimonial 
oi  a  most  costly  description,  of  solid  silver.  As  a  work 
of  modem  art,  it  was  pronounced  by  both  foreign  and 
English  artists  to  be  without  a  rival  in  any  country.  The  design 
was  happily  chosen,  being  purely  historical,  and  represented, 
among  other  matters,  achievements  of  Fitzhardinge,  the  Norman, 
one  of  the  earliest  ancestors  of  the  family  (who  has  been 
noticed  at  the  commencement  of  this  chapter)— his  Lordship 
being  the  twenty-sixth  in  descent  from  the  royal  Dane. 

The  Cheltenham  Examiner  of  January  7th,  1857,  in  noticing 
the  completion  of  his  70th  birthday,  and,  after  reviewing  the 
rapid  increase  of  the  town  since  the  Earl's  hunting  stud  had 
been  located,  observes  :*— 

^'  In  estimating  the  mere  pecaniary  advantage  conferred  on  Cheltenham  By  the 
Earl  and  his  family  for  nearly  fifty  years,  if  we  pnt  their  annnal  expenditure  at 
£10,000»  the  aggregate  will  amount  to  half  a  million  of  money.  Snch  was  the 
prosperity  of  the  place  in  1823,  that  it  is  on  record,  in  the  October  of  that  year, 
there  were  building  contracts  nnder  hand  amounting  to  £450,000,  and  from  400 
^0  500  workmen  in  the  building  trades  were  engaged  in  the  town.  From  the 
arrival  lists  during  the  season,  we  gather  the  names  of  the  following  persons  of 
title  : — 4  Dukes,  3  Duchesses,  6  Marquises,  5  Marchionesses,  4  Bishops,  10  Earls, 
8  Conntesces,  63  Lords,  70  Ladies,  besides  a  host  of  Honourables,  Baronets, 
foreigners  of  title,  and  other  persons  of  distinction." 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  months  pending  a  decision,  the 
Berkeley  family  have  represented  Cheltenham  in  Parliament 
since  1832.  The  Hon.  C.  F.  Berkeley  had  a  seat  in  the  House 
of  Commons  for  sixteen  years,  and  his  cousin,  Grenville  C.  L* 
Berkeley,  Esq.,  for  the  following  four  years,  after  which  Mr. 
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Craven  Berkeley  was  reinstated  ;  and  at  his  decease,  bis  nephew, 
Col.  Berkeley,  was  elected.  The  Hon.  C.  F.  Berkeley  was,  on 
Nov.  28th,  1848,  honoured  with  a  public  testimonial  of  respect. 
This  consisted  of  a  massive  service  of  plate,  subscribed 
exclusively  for  by  the  wives  of  the  electors  of  the  borough. 
The  presentation  took  place  at  the  Assembly  Booms,  and  Lady 
Mary  Berkeley  and  Miss  Berkeley — ^the  sister  and  daughter  of 
the  Hon.  Member — were  present  on  the  occasion.  The  Hon. 
0.  F.  Berkeley  was  called  into  notice  during  the  "  No-popery  " 
agitation,  by  a  domestic  event.  His  step-daughter,  a  young 
ward  in  Chancery,  then  Miss  Talbot,  now  Lady  Howard,  having 
been  educated  in  the  Catholic  faith,  Mr.  Berkeley  was  anxious 
that  she  should  have  an  opportunity  of  forming  her  religious 
opinions  unbiassed.  She  was  then  an  inmate  of  a  nunnery  at 
Taunton ;  and  the  disclosure  made  in  the  House  of  Commons 
and  the  Court  of  Chancery,  concerning  the  circumstances  in 
which  she  was  placed,  united  with  her  noble  family  connexions 
and  wealthy  prospects,  produced  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
demonstrations  of  religious  feeling  that  modern  times  have 
witnessed.  Mr.  Berkeley  received  the  public  congratulations  of 
all  classes  of  Protestants,  for  the  zeal  and  energy  he  manifested 
upon  this  unprecedented  occasion. 

The  Hon.  C.  F.  Berkeley,  besides  his  long  Parliamentary 
connection,  was  also  one  of  the  Cheltenham  magistrates.  He 
first  manied  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Talbot,  a  lady  allied  to  the  Shrews- 
bury family.  His  second  marriage  was  celebrated  on  August 
27th,  1845,  at  Cranbury  Park,  near  Winchester,  the  seat  ot 
Thomas  Chamberlayne,  Esq.,  by  the  Very  Rev.  the  Dean  ol 
Winchester,  to  Charlotte,  fourth  daughter  of  the  late  General 
Onslow,  of  Staughton  House,  Huntingdonshire,  and  widow  of 
the  late  George  Newton,  Esq.,  of  Croxton  Park,  Cambridgeshire, 
and  a  lineal  descendant  from  the  justly  celebrated  Onslow,  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  who  was  a  frequent  visitor 
to  the  town. 

Colonel  W.F.Fitzhardinge  Berkeley,  the  Member  of  Parliament 
for  the  borough,  is  the  eldest  son  of  Sir  Maurice  Berkeley,  ol 
Berkeley  Castle,  and  the  heir  apparent  to  the  title  and  estate. 
He  is  the  Colonel  of  the  South  Gloucestershire  Militia,  and  of 
the  Eoyal  Gloucestershire  Hussars,  and  fills  various  other  offices 
connected  with  the  locality.     He  was  first  returned  to  Parlia* 
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ment  by  tbe  Electors  of  Cheltenham  in  1856;  a  second  time 
elected  in  1857,  and  a  third  time  in  1859. 

We  thus  see  how  long  and  intimately  this  ancient  family  have 
been  locally  connected.  Several  of  their  more  modern  members 
are  interred  in  our  Parish  Church,  and  tablets  exist  to  their 
memoiy.  At  the  period  the  mineral  waters  were  first  becoming 
known,  Norbome  Berkeley,  Esq.,  M.P.,  took  a  warm  interest  in 
endeavouring  to  establish  the  town.  A  pulpit  in  the  Parish 
Church  was  erected  at  his  expense,  and  the  velvet  cushion  and 
trimmings  with  which  he  adorned  it,  were  in  use  at  the  time 
King  George  the  Third  and  family  were  attendant  worshippers. 
At  his  own  expense  he  erected  a  draw-bridge,  which  united  the  Old 
Well  Walk  with  the  Churchyard  through,  Church  Mead,  the  site 
of  the  present  Royal  Crescent. 

THE  PRINN  FAMILY. 

For  nearly  a  century  and  a  half  the  Prinn  family  have  been 
locally  connected.  By  the  filling  of  judicial  and  parochial 
offices,  and  the  possession  of  copyhold  property  interwoven 
legally  and  historically  with  the  manor  of  Cheltenham,  they  have 
become  linked  with  the  past  and  present  history  of  the  town. 
Sir  William  Russell,  Bart.,  M.P.,  son  of  Lady  Prinn,  is  the 
present  collateral  descendant  of  this  eminent  family.  This 
gentleman,  like  his  predecessors,  has  ever  taken  a  warm  interest 
in  all  matters  likely  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  town.  He 
is  one  of  the  local  magistrates,  and  was  also  elected  by  a  large 
migority  to  fill  the  office  of  commissioner  under  the  Town 
Improvement  Act.  At  public  meetings  convened  for  objects  o% 
a  beneficial  character  to  the  inhabitants,  Sir  William  Russell  is 
often  found  presiding, — thereby  giving  his  personal  testimony  to 
the  value  of  the  object  sought  to  be  obtained.  Nor  is  he  alone 
attentive  to  home.  In  the  Senate  House  and  on  the  Battle 
Field  he  stands  alike  distinguished.  With  true  patriotic  feeling 
he  has  fought  in  defence  of  his  country,  alike  on  the  sultry 
plains  of  India  and  in  the  cold  regions  of  ever- frozen  Russia. 
Sir  William  is  also  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Chariton,  which  his 
ancestors  so  long  held,  besides  being  a  considerable  copyholder 
of  this  manor.  In  1853,  he  acted  as  the  chairman  to  a  public 
meeting,  convened  by  the  Cheltenham  copyholders,  in  order  to 
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obtain  tbe  abolition  of  various  fees  wbich  had  been  attempted  to  be 
charged  in  opposition  to  a  practice  existing  from  time  immemorial. 
On  that  occasion,  the  returning  officer  of  the  borough, 
W.  P»  Bell,  Esq.,  in  moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Sir  William, 
remarked  that  "  He  bcHeved  Sir  William  Bussell  was  one  of  the 
largest,  if  not  ike  largest  copyholder  of  this  Manor,  and  he  was 
also  a  Lord  of  a  Manor  himself.'* 

In  Colonel  Hart's  "Army  List  for  1861,"  it  is  said  that  "Sir 
William  Eussell  served  in  the  Indian  Campaign  from  February, 
1858,  to  March,  1869,  and  was  present  at  the  repulse  of  the 
enemy's  attack  on  the  AUumbagh,  siege  and  capture  of  Lucknow, 
(brevet  of  Lieut.-Col.)  commanded  the  7th  Hussars  at  the  affairs 
oi  Baree  and  Sirsee,  action  of  Newabgungc,  occupation  of 
Eyzabad,  passage  of  the  €k)omtee  at  Sultampore,  through  the 
Byswarra  Campaign,  including  the  affairs  of  Kandoo  Nuddee, 
Paleeghat,  Hyderghur,  and  pursuit  of  Benhi  Madho's  force  to 
the  Goomtee ;  also  the  Trans  Gora  Campaign,  including  the 
affair  near  Churda  and  pursuit,  taking  the  fort  of  Meejcedia, 
attack  on  Bankee,  with  pursuit  to  the  Eaptee,  advance  into 
Nepaul,  and  affair  of  Sitkaghat.  Several  times  mentioned  in 
despatches,  C.B.,  Medal  and  Clasp." 

Extract  feom  "  Hand  Book  of  the  Cotjkt,  the  Peerage, 
AND  the  House  of  Commons,  1861": 

"  Sir  Wm.  Rnsaell,  Bart.,C.B.,  M.P.  for  Norwicli,  a  Magiitrate  for  Glonewter- 
s})ire,Lieut.-Culonel  7th  Hussars.  Eotered  the  Army  1841.  Senred  on  the  Staff 
in  the  Crimea;  commanded  the  7th  Hassars  throuahont  the  Indian  Campaign, 
1867-59.  Was  A)de>de-Camp  and  Master  of  tbe  Horse  to  the  Lord  LieatenaDt 
of  Ireland,  1847-62.  A  Liberal.  Ln  farour  of  the  ballot,  extension  of  the 
franchife,  and  abolition  of  church  rates.  Sat  for  Dover  1867-1869,  when  he  was 
an  unsuccessful  candidate.    First  elected  for  Norwich  1860. 

Bom  1822 ;  (ooly  son  of  Sir  William  Bussell,  M.D.,  First  Baronet),  by  hi» 
second  wife  Jane  Eliza,  eldest  daughter  of  Migor-General  J.  Doddington 
Slierwcod,  Charlton  Park,  Charlton  Kings,  Gloucestershire,  third  Albany ;  Army 
and  Navy." 

William  Prinn,  who  died  in  1771,  was  a  noted  legal  gentle- 
man, and  acted  as  a  magistrate  for  this  town.  His  name  appears 
to  the  declaration  at  the  end  of  the  Poor  Rate  Books  for 
Cheltenham,  from  1741  to  1763. 

Dr.  Bell  was  a  resident  in  the  town,  and  a  sealoue  supporter 
to  t^  Lancaster  system  of  education.     A  school  on  the  plan 
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was  started  in  the  old  Town  Hall,  on  June  5th,  1816.  The 
Prinn  family  were  among  some  of  its  best  supporters ;  and  so 
successful  were  the  efforts  made,  that  the  building  soon  proved 
too  small  to  accommodate  the  number  of  children  sent  for 
instruction.  This  led  to  the  erection  of  the  present  National 
School  Eoom  in  the  Bath  Boad,  the  foundation  stone  of  which 
was  laid  by  WiUiam  Prinn,  Esq.,  Aug.  23rd,  1816.  In  1739, 
and  at  intervals  for  several  years  afterwards,  the  Eev.  J.  Prinn 
was  preacher  at  the  Parish  Church. 

The  first  introduction  of  the  Prinn  family  into  this  neighbour- 
hood, arose  from  a  visit  paid  to  Charlton  Manor  House  by 
William  Prinn,  of  Allington,  in  Wilts — the  illustrious  individual 
whose  writings  and  mond  heroism  have  shed  such  a  lustre  upon 
the  family  name.  This  noble  mansion  was  then  occupied  by 
the  Grevilles; — related  to  the ''eminent  judge  of  that  name, 
whose  families  resided  at  Charlton,  and  Arle.  Greville  was  an 
intimate  legal  friend  of  Prinn,  and  this  led  the  latter  to  treat  for 
the  purchase  of  the  same.  Before  this  could  be  done,  Prinn 
died ;  but  the  treaty  was  carried  out  by  his  grandson,  John 
Prinn,  Esq.,  who  purchased  of  the  Mitchells,  took  possession, 
and  resided  in  the  Manor  House  in  the  Park.  This  was  a  most 
important  event  indeed,  for  Mr.  Prinn  devoted  the  whole  of  his 
life  to  the  laudable  pursuit  of  collecting  and  copying  all  the 
registers  then  extant,  of  the  former  Abbeys  of  Winchcomb, 
Gloucester,  Tewkesbury,  and  also  the  records  connected  with 
the  town  and  manor  of  Cheltenham. 

Mr.  Prinn,  like  his  noble  ancestors,  appears  to  have  followed 
the  legal  profession ;  for  in  the  conveyance  deed,  dated  1692,  of 
property  which  he  purchased  in  the  High  Street,  he  is  described 
as  "  John  Prinn,  of  the  Inner  Temple,  London."  It  may  be 
mentioned,  as  a  proof  of  the  great  increase  in  the  value  of 
property  in  the  town,  that  the  sum  paid  by  Mr.  Prinn  in  1692, 
which  was  £160,  secured  to  him  three  houses,  adjoining  to  and 
including  the  Lamb  Hotel,  and  building  ground  adjacent  I  The 
great  intimacy  which  subsisted  between  these  two  legal  families, 
the  Grevilles  and  the  Prinns,  appears  not  to  have  ended  even 
with  life. — In  death  they  were  not  divided. — Within  a  few  yards 
of  each  other,  in  the  chancel  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Chelten- 
ham, facing  the  communion  table,  they  sleep  in  peace.  During  the 
removal  of  vaults,  consequent  upon  the  Order  in  Council  in  1860> 
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the  last  resting  place  of  some  of  the  early  members  of  this  family 
was  revealed,  in  a  vault  contiguous  to  the  Greviiles.  With  a 
tnie  appreciation  of  William  Prinu's  great  abilities,  the  present 
noble  family  representative  had  the  stone  repaired  and  properly 
restored.     The  inseription  is  as  follows : — 

'*1^m  Igtt|)  pt  ftntry  nf  HHilltan  JPrpmfe,  Oeirt,  tol&o 
irmatfrK  ttfin  Hit  tf)t  19tfr  Bap  of  ijliibr.,  1680,  aaeK  61. 
Uttt  abo  load  Imtitti  )^riyangi)ter  ot  WLiWiBm  &rpnne,  0tnt, 
itl^e  tfecta<{eb  xft  18tf)  traty  nf  JSo^.  1687.  ^Uo  ^m  loi^o 
«tlr!Sltrf  tofUotoanH  »ttit  on  tl^e^Otf)  tiaj  ot  Sugt  1697/' 

Such  is  the  simple  memorial  to  the  members  of  a  family  who 
have  done  so  much  to  obtain  the  establishment  of  the  eternal 
principles  of  religious  reformation  and  civil  liberty  1 

Various  members  of  this  noble  family  are  interred  in  Charlton 
Church.  The  inscriptions  on  their  monuments  supply  us  with 
dates  that  tend  to  elucidate  their  descent.  None  of  these 
memorials  are  so  ancient  as  the  one  we  have  been  noticing^  which 
enhances  its  value.  The  dates  of  interment  at  Charlton  are  on 
the  male  side,  John  Prinn,  1743,  Rev.  J.  Prinn,  1743,  W.  Prinn, 
1771,  E.  Prinn,  1744,  K.  Prinn,  1744;  on  the  female  side 
E.  Prinn,  1717,  S.  Prinn,  1728,  B.  Hunt,  1772,  reHc  of  John 
Prinn,  1760, 

John  Prinn,c  deserves  indeed,  a  still  more  suitable  and  public 
memorial.  But  for  his  industry  and  zeal  (while  steward  of  the 
manor),  ia  collecting  all  local  documents  connected  with  the 
town  and  county,  these  pages  could  never  have  been  penned. 
To  him  we  are  indebted  for  so  much  that  is  important  and 
interesting,  and  his  faithfulness  as  a  recorder  is  fully  proved  and 
confirmed  by  contemporary  historians.  William  Prinn,  was 
steward  of  the  manor  prior  to  174«i,  and  the  entries  on  the 
records  are  made  by  him  with  great  care. 

It  is  one  distinguishing  feature  of  this  locality,  that  it  contains 
estates,  the  property  aini  residence  of  families,  whose  ancestors 
stand  distinguished  for  the  paxt  they  took  in  some  memorable 
event  connected  with  English  history.  One  of  these  edifices 
occurs  at  the  adjacent  village  of  Charlton  Kings;  it  has, 
from  time  immemorii^,  constituted  the  manor«-house,  and  is 
smzounded  by  very  extensive  grounds,  laid  out  with  stately 
tiees,  ornamented  with  a  fin^  sheet  of  water,  forming  one  of 
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the  most  picturesque  of  our  local  estates,  and  highly  deserving 
of  the  title  (Charlton  Park)  by  which  it  is  designated.  This 
ancient  domain  is  celebrated  as  having  been  the  abode  of  the 
Prinn  family  for  the  past  century  and  a  half.  The  manor  of 
Charlton  has  been  possessed  by  this  family  ever  since  that  period, 
and  their  present  collateral  descendants,  Lady  Prinn  and  Sir 
William  Eussell,  Bart.,  reside  at  the  Park,  and  are  as  proverbial 
for  their  urbanity  and  benevolence  as  their  ancient  ancestors 
were  for  their  historical  labours  and  puritanical  zeal.  Most  of 
the  ancient  resident  families  of  our  locality  derive  their  celebrity 
from  the  valour  and  courage  displayed  by  some  early  ancestor  at 
a  memorable  battle.  The  fame  of  the  Prinn  family  at  Charlton 
Park  has  not  been  gained  in  ancient  times  by  the  achievements 
of  the  sword,  but  by  that  far  more  moral  and  useful  weapon — 
the  pen.  Talent,  political  integrity,  and  a  taste  for  collecting 
and  publishing  historical  works,  appear  to  have  been  hereditary 
in  this  family. 

Preceding  chapters  have  contained  copious  extracts  from  the 
local  historian  of  this  family,  the  former  Steward  of  the 
Cheltenham  manor.  As  with  other  families  of  similar  antiquity,  a 
change  has  taken  place  in  the  orthography  of  the  name,  the  y 
being  now  spelt  i,  which  will  account  for  the  use  of  the  words 
Prynne  and  Frinn  in  this  work. 

William  Prinn,  who  first  called  this  family  into  notice,  was  a 
Barrister-at-law,  of  Lincoln's-Inn,  in  the  days  of  Charles  I. 
Mr.  Prinn  was  a  shining  ornament  of  the  legal  profession ;  but 
being  a  man  of  strong  moral  feelings,  he  was  disgusted  at  the 
licentious  character  of  the  age.  He  published  a  great  number 
of  works  against  the  immoralities  that  were  then  openly  practised, 
and  especially  on  the  sabbath  day,  which  were  countenanced  by 
the  royal  family,  heads  of  the  church,  and  the  nobility  generaUy. 
Mr.  Prinn  left  the  bar,  and  closely  applied  himself  to  literary  and 
political  pursuits ;  and,  although  in  favour  of  the  monarchial 
form  of  government,  he  was  a  zealous  and  uncompromising 
denouncer  of  the  tyrannical  conduct  of  Charles  I.,  and  of  the 
evils  of  the  then  existing  established  chuieh^  exposing,  at  the 
same  time,  the  claims  of  Cromwell.  The  King,  becoming  more 
and  more  absolute  and  intolerant,  laid  hold  of  any  pretext  to 
silence  or  imprison  those  who  were  exposing  his  usurped  power 
in  Church  or  State.    To  such  a  state  of  profligacy  had  the  times 
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anived,  that,  immediately  after  the  church  services  on  the  Sunday 
were  over,  drums  were  beaten,  and  the  entire  populace  partici- 
pated in  the  most  revolting  and  indecent  acts.      This  state  of 
things  aroused  the  indignation  of  Prinn.     He  published,  in  1633, 
his  great  work  against  the  vices  of  the  age,  entitled  "  Histrio- 
mastix."     He  was  imprisoned  directly  after  its  publication,  and 
took  his  trial  in  the  Star  Chamber,  on  February  7,  in  the  same 
year.     He  was  defended  by  four  of  the  ablest  counsellors  of  the 
day.      The  Attorney -General,  who  prosecuted,  aggravated  the 
nature  of  the  charge  by  many  false  statements.     The  information 
set   forth   that  the  book  was  written  against  sabbath  wakes, 
masques,  &c. ;  "  that  though  the  author  knew  that  the  Queen 
and  Lords  of  the   Council  were   frequently  present  at  these 
diversions,  yet  he  had  railed  against  these  and  several  others ; 
that  he  had  aspersed  the  Queen,  and  commended  factious  persons, 
which  things  are  of  dangerous  Consequence  to  the  Church  and 
State."     The  counsel  for  the  defendant  argued  that  the  work  was 
not  written  against  the  persons,  but  the  vices  of  the  age.     The 
Earl  of  Dorset,  on  behalf  of  the  King,  delivered  himself  of  the 
following    barbarous    speech,    which    strikingly    exposes    the 
intolerant  character  of  the  times  t — "  Mr.  Prynne,"  said  he,  **  1 
declare  you  to  be  a  Schism-maker  in  the  Church,  a  Sedition- 
sower  in  the  Commonwealth,  a  wolf  in   sheep's   clothing.     1 
would  fine  him  iB  10,000,  which  is  more  than  he  is  worth,  yet  less 
than  he  deserves.     I  will  not  set  him  at  liberty  no  more  than  a 
plagued  man,  or  a  mad  dog,  who,  although  he  cannot  bite,  may 
foam.     He  is  so  far  from  being  a  social  soul,  that  he  is  not  a 
rational  soul.     He  is  fit  to  live  in  dens  with  such  beasts  of  prey 
as  wolves  and  tigers  like  himself,  therefore  1  condemn  him  to 
perpetual  imprisonment ;  and  for  corporeal  punishment,  I  would 
have  him  branded  in  the  forehead,  slit  in  the  nose,  and  have  his 
ears  chopt  off.'*     The  trial  lasted  several  days,  and  terminated 
in  a  verdict  of  guilty  against  Prinn,  witb  the  following  sentence : 
**  That  bis  book  be  burnt  by  the  common  hangman  ;  to  be  put 
from  the  Bar,  and  to  be  for  ever  incapable  of  his  profession  ;  to 
be  turned  out  of  the  Society  of  Lincoln's-Inn ;   to  be  degraded 
at  Oxford  ;  to  stand  in  the  Pillory  at  Westminster  and  Cheap* 
side ;  to  lose  both  his  ears,  one  in  each  place ;  to  pay  a  fine  of 
£5,000,  and  to  suffer  perpetual  imprisonment."      All  these 
cruelties   were  duly  carried  into  effect,  and  the  victim  was 
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confiofid  in  the  Tower.  But  the  prison  did  not  daunt  the  noble 
jnind  of  Prijan  :  pens,  ink,  and  paper  having  been  conyeyed  to 
him,  he  wrote  a  most  powerful  work  against  the  spiritual  power 
of  the  bishops>  and  their  profligacy  j  which  was  published  under 
the  anonymous  title  of  "  A.  Voice  from  Ipswich."  The  writer 
was  soon  discov^ed,  and  the  earless  Frinn  was  tried  for  this 
second  ofiFence,  at  the  Star  Chamber,  in  1637.  The  charge  was 
very  similar  to  the  former  one,  and  maintained  with  the  same 
bitteorness  and  want  of  toleration.  He  was  again  sentenced  to 
a  fine  of  ^5,000,  to  be  placed  in  the  pillory,  the  remaining 
portion  of  his  ears  to  be  cut  off,  "  S.L."  to  be  branded  on  his 
cheeks  with  a  red  hot  iron,  and  to  be  perpetually  imprisoned  in 
the  remotest  prisons  in  this  kingdom,  "  This  sentence,"  says 
Neale,  **  was  executed  June  30,  by  the  hangman,  who  rather 
aawed  than  cut  off  the  remainder  of  Prynne's  ears ;  after  which 
he  was  sent,  under  a  strong  guard,  to  Carnarvon  Castle,  North 
Wales ;  but  that  prison  not  being  deemed  remote  enough,  he 
was  removed  to  the  island  of  Jersey,  and  not  aDowed  pen,  ink, 
or  paper,  or  the  access  of  finends. '  At  length  the  scale  of 
Governjnent  turned  in  favour  of  liberty.  Prinn  sent  a  petition 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  detailing  his  persecutions,  which  was 
no  aoQuer  presented,  than  bis  release  was  the  immediate  result. 
When  on  his  road  to  London,  Calamy  relates  that  he  was  met 
"  by  great  numbers  of  people  on  horseback,  with  rosenoAry  and 
bay  in  their  hats,  and  attended  into  the  city  in  triumph,  with 
loud  acclamations  for  his  deliverance^"  That  curious  journal 
of  this  period,  called  "The  Perfect  Diumall,"  includes  the 
prosecution  of  Mr.  Prina  in  the  accpuata  which  it  gives  of 
the  jwoceedings  of  the  Parliament  in  reference  to  the  Civil  Wars 
and  growth  of  tobacco  at  CheltenhanL  This  proves  the  early 
period  that  the  family  was  regarded  a»  ha(ving  a  local  cowiiexioxt 
The  House  rewarded  this  mtrtyr  by  restoring  him  to  lie  Bai^ 
ai>d  ordered  that  f&dQ  be  paid  to.  bun  out  of  the  estates  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  aD4  the  other  Lords,  who  voted  «nd 
^pok^  against  him  ovt  his  trials.  This  was  in  \H0»  He 
returned  if>  his  profession,  giew  iwmeusely  nah^  followed  his 
literary  pursuitft  without  interruption,,  and  assisted  in  remodidling 
the  laiws  at  the  accession  of  Churles  IL  With  the  wealth  thus 
^iBcumioulated,  was  pui^chasedi  the  beautiM  estate  we  have^  be«a 
describings  wWe  hi^desc^axuU  have  since  aontiuoed  to  reside- 
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In  the  library  of  W.  M.  Tartt,  Esq.,  J.P.,  of  Cheltenham,  is 
preserved  Piynne's  *'dl)ort,  Irgal,  fnelTtdnal^  iafe,  ta<5 
9ttiE(CT{pttan  to  ttcobet  aur  BtngfOam^  C^ttrd)i  ftatian*  from 
i^tit  present  ^rnigtrouH,  l^t^ttacttbe,  tititauiitt  confaHion, 
anti  Inortfe  ti^an  StUlam  matmti$<e/^--London,  1659. 

*'  Long  prior  to  the  sixteenth  century,  Charlton  belonged  to 
the  GreviUes ;  but  it  was  purchased  by  John  Prynne,  a  coUateral 
descendant  of  that  cekbrated  and  persecuted  bencher,  William 
Frynne,  whose  collection  of  Eecords  in  three  volumes  folio,  is 
not  only  one  of  the  rarest  and  dearest,  but  at  the  same  time  one 
of  the  most  valuable  works  connected  with  our  history.  It 
makes  some  amends  for  the  old  puritan's  condemnation  of  the 
frivolities  of  the  time,  in  his  "  Unloveliness  of  Lovelocks,**  and 
the  other  thousand  and  one  lucubrations  of  his  pen,  and 
invectives  against  light  and  elegant  literature  in  his  "  Histrio- 
mastrix,  or  Player's  Scourge,"  for  which  publication,  the  Star 
Chamber,  made  him  pay  a  fine  of  £5000 — stand  in  the  pillory — 
lose  his  ears — and  be  expelled  the  University  of  Oxford,  and  his 
Inn,  by  expunging  his  name  from  the  books  of  Oriel  College, 
where  lie  was  educated,  and  from  Lincoln's  Inn;  to  which 
latter,  however,  lie  bequeathed  his  valuable  library,  which, 
together  with  his  portrait,  are  now  in  the  New  Hall  of  that 
Society"  (Letters  on  Cheltenham). 

"Charlton,  which  was  purchased  by  John  Prinn,  Esq., 
collateral  relation  of  William  Prinn,  the  most  celebrated 
political  writer  of  his  day"  (Griffiths).  "John  Prinn, 
collaterally  related  to  the  celebrated  Prinn,  purchased  Charlton 
of  the  Mitchells"  (fiudge).  "  Prinn's  manuscripts,  of  Charlton, 
are  equally  singular  and  valuable"  (Dallaway).  "The  Prinn 
fiimily  were  originally  of  AUington.  John  Prinn,  Esq.,  extracted, 
or  rather  copied,  the  contents  of  all  the  Kegisters  of  the  Abbies 
of  Gloucester,  Winchcomb,  and  Cirencester,  the  papers  of  the 
Corporation,  Dean,  and  Chapter  of  Glouoester,  and  other 
authentic  documents"  (Fosbrooke). 

Such  is  a  brief  sketch  of  one  of  our  resident  families.  It  will 
be  seen  that  integrity  of  character,  firm  adherence  to  great 
moral  principles,  and  an  indomitable  love  of  truth,  seem  to  be 
their  hereditary  qualities.  These  good  traits  appear  in  full  force 
in  the  every  day  actions  of  the  present  family  representative. 
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Twice  has  he  been  returned  by  large  and  ancient  constituenoes 
to  the  British  Parliament,  on  account  of  bis  staunch  adherence 
to  those  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  for  which  his 
ancestors  struggled  through  evil  and  through  good  report  to 
maintain.  His  personal  career  as  a  defender  of  civil  and 
religious  rights,  and  his  noble  conduct  in  the  battle-field  in 
defence  of  his  native  country,  will  be  unfolded,  from  ofiBcial 
despatches,  in  a  future  History  of  Charlton.  Sir  W.  Russell  is 
a  baronet  by  virtue  of  that  honour  having  been  conferred  upon 
his  father  for  the  great  services  which  he  rendered  as  a  medical 
man,  both  in  England  and  Eussia,  duriug  the  ravages  of  that 
dreadful  disease— the  cholera.  We  thus  see  that  from  the 
celebrated  lawyer  and  religious  reformer  Prinn,  down  to 
Dr.  Eussell,-  the  benevolent  and  philanthropic  preventer  of  the 
spread  of  a  dire  epidemic,  and  his  son  Sir  W.  Russell,  bart., 
the  patriot,  the  statesman,  and  defender  of  his  country — that 
this  family  have  acquired  their  honour  and  renown  by  their 
intrinsic  merits.  On  this  account  they  deserve  to  be  recorded 
on  the  pages  of  not  only  local  but  national  history.  The 
ancient  family  crest  surmounts  the  massive  pillars  at  the  entrance 
to  the  mansion  at  Charlton  Park,  and  it  is  truly  characteristic 
of  the  military  courage  displayed  by  the  owner — a  Spread  Eagle 
issuing  from  a  coronet. 

THE  SHERBORNE  FAMILY. 

Among  the  many  events  connecting  the  borough  with  the 
past  and.  present,  was  the  purchase  of  the  manor  by  the  Sherborne 
Family.  This  was  an  important  act  when  viewed  in  the  relation 
in  which  it  stands  to  the  results  that  followed.  Subsequent 
branches  of  the  Sherbornes  aided  the  carrying  out  of  some  of 
the  greatest  improvements  the  town  can  boast  of. 

The  ancient  Button  or  Sherborne  family  have  been  identified 
with  Cheltenham  for  upwards  of  two  centuries,  and  their  history 
is  intermingled  with  our  parochial  transactions  during  a  most 
interesting  and  important  period.  To  the  persevering  spirit  and 
enterprise  of  the  late  Lord  Sherborne  the  town  stands  indebted 
for  several  of  its  public  edifices  and  improvements.  Prior  to  his 
becoming  Lord  of  the  Manor  there  were  no  means  of  conveying 
coal,   stone,   and  other  heavy    commodities  from    Gloucester, 
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except  by  the  slow  and  expensive  waggon  carriage.  To  meet 
this  inconvenience,  his  lordship,  in  connection  vith  the  Earl  of 
Suffolk,  who  then  owned  the  ground  on  which  Suffolk-square  is 
now  built,  sought  for,  and  obtained  an  A.ct  of  Parliament  for 
making  a  tram-road  from  Cheltenham  to  Gloucester.  This 
important  undertaking  was  completed  and  opened  on  July  2nd, 
1810,  by  a  public  procession  and  dinner,  at  which  the  Hon. 
John  Dutton,  his  lordship's  eldest  son,  presided.  The  present 
Promenade,  and  the  walks  and  drives  in  the  vicinity  of  Imperial- 


square,  were  enabled  to  be  formed,  in  1818,  by  the  conversion 
of  a  previously  uncultivated  portion  of  the  family  property  into 
attractive  buildings.  The  Rev.  J.  Harward,  and  T.  Henney,  Esq., 
assisted  in  this  important  undertaking,  and  apportioned  out 
their  respective  lots  of  land,  in  order  to  form  the  present  most 
picturesque  road.  **  The  site  of  the  Promenade  was  formerly 
a  brick-field,  with  a  rude  plank  thrown  over  the  Chelt  by  way  of 
a  bridge.  The  ground  belonged  to  the  Rev.  J.  Harward,  who 
made  an  arrangement  with  the  late  T.  Henney,  Esq  ,  the  latter 
undertaking  the  planning  out,  and  sale  of  the  property  for 
building  purposes,  for  which  it  was  understood  he  was  to  take 
one  third  of  the  whole,  giving  to  Mr  Harward,  the  remainmg 
two  thirds.  This  answered  the  purpose  of  both  parties  well, 
one  finding  the  ground,  the  other  tl^e  talent  to  make  it  profitable 
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and  ornamental.**  After  the  trees  had  become  fully  grown,  and 
the  beautiful  arched  promenade  formed,  Mr.  Henney  dedicated 
it  to  the  public.  It  is  now,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the 
town,  under  the  care  of  the  Cheltenham  Improvement  Com- 
missioners, under  whose  Act  powers  are  given  to  preserve  and 
maintain  these  fine  spreading  trees.  We  present  views  of  this  fine 
natural  promenade,  and  of  the  handsome  structure  which 
terminates  it — the  Queen's  Hotel. 

Sherborne  Spa,  occupied  by  the  site  of  the  Queen's  Hotel,  and 
the  long  and  picturesque  road  which  faced  it  to  the  High-street, 
was,  as  a  token  of  public  respect,  dedicated  as  "  the  Sherborne 
Promenade."  Still  more  recently  the  Sherborne  family  have 
shown  a  regard  to  the  religious  and  commercial  interests  of  the 
town.  The  population  increasing  so  rapidly,  the  Parish  Churdi 
was  found  to  be  much  too  small  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
additional  residents  and  visitors.  To  remedy  this  defect,  a 
project  was  set  on  foot  to  erect  a  new  churdb.  After  treating 
with  the  Grovernment  for  a  loan,  and  attempting  to  raise  tte 
requisite  sum  by  voluntary  subscription,  the  idea  was  abandoned, 
both  sources  proving  imsuccessful.  In  this  trying  emergem^. 
Lord  Sherborne  nobly  stepped  forward,  supplied  the  sum 
requisite  on  mortgage,  and  Trinity  Church,  capable  of  affording 
accommodation  for  900  persons,  was  finished  in  1823.  Tke 
present  spacious  Market  House,  and  Arcade,  with  its  Gothic 
entrance  from  the  High-street,  was  also  built  by  his  lordship 
in  the  same  year.  Lord  Sherborne's  name  appears  as  President 
of  the  Cheltenham  Proprietary  College,  and  Patron  of  the 
Philosophical  Institution.  He  was  also  Patron  of  the 
Horticultural  Society,  the  Hospital,  the  Provident  Institution, 
and  other  local  benevolent  societies.  Long  before  "fire 
brigades"  were  formed  under  local  Acts  of  Parliament, 
the  only  means  of  extinguishing  fires  in  the  town,  was 
by  a  fire  engine  purchased  at  the  expense  of  the  Sherborne 
family.  The  fire  engine  with  its  accoutrements  of  leather  buckets 
and  leather  hoses,  was  placed  in  the  North  porc^  of  the  Parish 
Church,  and  continued  there  until  a  comparatively  recent  period. 

On  a  painted  tablet  near  the  marygold  window,  in  the  church, 
it  is  recorded  that  "  In  the  year  1721,  Sir  John  Button,  Bart., 
gave  a  fire  engine  for  the  use  of  this  town."  The  first  modem 
market  was  erected  by  Lord  Sherborne,  where  the  late  PubHo 
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Offices  stood.  The  first  stone  of  the  buflding  was  laid  by  the 
stewards  of  Lord  Sherborne  on  March  30, 1808,  in  the  presence 
of  the  County  Cavaky  Corps  and  thousands  of  spectators.  As 
the  stone  was  being  lowered,  coins  of  the  realm  were  deposited, 
and  also  a  brass  plate  bearing  the  following  inscription  : 

May  this  8trueturo  prore  adTantageous,  and  conduce  to  the  prosperity 

of  the  Town  of  Ctielteuham,  so  deservedly  oelebi-ated  for  Ub 

aalubriouB  Waters ! 

Be  it  known  to  posterity. 

The  ]^ght  Honourable  /ames  Lord  Sherborne, 

BaroB  of  Sherborne,  in  the  County  of  Glouoaster, 

The  Lord  of  the  lianor,  and  most  benevolent  patron 

And  well-wisher  to  the  Improvements  of  this  rlace, 

A  Nobleman  ever  assiduous  and  ready  to  eome  forward, 

To  the  Protection  of  the  King  and  theChureh, 

Placed  the  first  stone  of  this  Mew  Market  House, 

Sy  Prancis  Welles,  and  Theodore  Owinnett,  his  Stewards, 

(The  Corps  of  ttoyal  Volunteer  Cavalry  and  Infantry 

being  assembled  upon  that  oetasien) 

On  the  30th  day  of  the  Month  of  March, 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1808, 

In  the  Reign  of  George  the  Third, 

The  best  and  most  deservedly  beloved  of  Kings. 

Edward  Smith,  Architect. 

Cheltenham,  after  this  event,  again  so  rapidly  increased  in 
population,  that  the  then  Lord  of  the  Manor  was  induced  to 
erect  the  present  Market,  with  the  Arcade  leading  thereto,  which 
was  opened  on  August  5, 1822.  The  previous  Market-house  was 
taken  by  Messrs  Hartland,  bankers,  and  new  fronted.  The 
large  room  above,  still  existing,  was  formerly,  and  is  at  present 
set  apart  for  Commissioners'  and  other  meetings,  and  in  it  was 
commenced  the  first  National  School  in  the  town.  This  building 
is  now  used  by  Messrs  Williams  and  Griffiths,  solicitors,  and 
from  its  noble  front  stands  out  the  town  dial.  The  Hon .  J.  Dutton, 
the  present  heir  apparent,  is  Provincial  Grand  Master  of  the 
Masons  of  Gloucestershire,  and  holds  his  courts  periodically  at 
the  Freemasons'  Lodge  in  Cheltenham. 

Like  most  of  the  ancient  families  of  our  country,  the 
Sherbomes  are  of  Norman  origin.  Udardus,  or,  as  he  is  styled 
by  English  writers,  Odart,  was  one  of  the  many  warriors  who 
came  over  to  this  country  with  the  victorious  William  the 
Conqueror.  He  was  steward  to  Neale,  constable  of  Hugh  Lupus, 
Eari  of  Chester ;  who  bestowed  upon  him  many  marks  of  favour 
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and  esteem.  This  Odart  is  the  earliest  ancestor  of  the  Sherbomes 
now  traceable.  He  was  accompanied  to  the  English  shores  by 
five  valiant  brothers,  and  Hugh  Lupus,  to  whose  service  he  was 
more  particularly  attached,  was  allied  to  royalty,  being  the  son 
of  Emma,  the  Conqueror's  sister.  The  family  were  presented 
with  Dutton,  near  Weavenhara,  in  Cheshire,  and  their  descendants 
afterwards  took  the  surname  of  de  Dutton.  Their  celebrity 
was,  however,  mainly  acquired  from  an  act  of  loyalty.  Eenulph, 
the  sixth  Earl  of  Chester,  occupied  the  castle  of  Ruthlain,  or 
Kudland,  in  Flintshire.  On  one  of  the  Chester  fair-days,  the 
Earl  was  suddenly  attacked  in  his  castle  by  the  "Welsh  forcfes. 
News  of  this  event  having  reached  the  city,  Ralph  Dutton 
summoned,  indiscriminately,  the  multitude  forming  the  fair, 
among  whom  were  a  large  number  of  fiddlers,  and  marched  them 
direct  to  the  Earl's  rescue.  The  Welsh  were  so  surprised  at  the 
number  advancing,  that  they  fled.  In  reward  for  this  bravery, 
a  charter  was  granted  to  Dutton,  allowing  him  and  his  heirs  ever 
after  the  sole  controul  and  licensing  of  minstrels  in  the  county 
of  Chester.  The  settlement  of  this  ancient  family  in  this 
locality  arose  from  the  purchase  of  the  adjacent  Manor  of 
Sherborne  by  Thomas  Dutton,  Esq  ,  in  the  reign  of  Mary.  In 
1628,  John  Dutton,  Esq.,  purchased  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  the 
Manor  of  Cheltenham,  and  thus  the  family  became  closely 
connected  with  this  **  Queen  of  Watering  Places."  The  parish 
of  Sherborne  had  anciently  given  title  to  many  of  its  manorial 
possessors.  This  practice,  which  had  been  discontinued  from 
the  monastic  era,  was,  however,  by  royal  favour,  revived,  and,  in 
1784,  James  Dutton,  Esq.,  was  raised  to  the  peerage  under  the 
title  of  Lord  Sherborne.  He  was,  at  the  time  of  his  elevation, 
one  of  the  Members  of  Parliament  for  this  county — a  honour 
conferred  upon  several  of  his  predecessors.  The  manor  of 
Cheltenham  continued  in  the  possession  of  this  family  for  215 
yeari,  until  its  purchase  by  James  Agg  Gardner,  Esq.,  in  1843. 
Odart,  the  earliest  ancestor  or  founder,  was  a  man  of  extra- 
ordinary bravery,  and  had  given  to  him  "  all  the  bulls  out  of 
the  spoils  taken  in  Wales,  and  Weston,  and  Alston."  The 
sword  which  he  used,  according  to  Rudder,  "  is  still  carefully 
preserved  in  the  Dutton  family,  having  pas:ed  over  from  heir  o 
heir  as  an  heirloom  accruing  to  the  house  with  the  next  heir." 
The  present  L6rd  Sherborne  is  the  twenty -fourth  in  lineal  descent 
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from  this  renowned  Odart,  the  Norman,  who  came  to  England 
in  1066  ;  and  the  family  have,  consequently,  been  settled  in  this 
country  nearly  eight  centuries.  His  lordship  is  also  the  eighth 
in  descent  from  John  Button,  Esq.,  the  purchaser  of  the 
Cheltenham  manor  in  the  17th  century.  The  Sherborne  family 
are  thus  so  intimately  connected  with  our  local  topography,  that 
the  authentic  sources  from  whence  their  origin  are  derived,  are 
worthy  of  transcription.  In  "  Burn's  Justice,"  under  the  head 
of  **  Vagrants/*  section  "  Minstrels,"  it  is  said, — "But  this  shall 
not  prejudice  the  heirs  or  assigns  of  John  Button,  of  Button,  in 
th6  county  of  Chester,  Esquire,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  concerning 
the  liberty,  privilege,  or  inheritance  which  they,  their  heirs  or 
assigns,  now  lawfully  use  within  the  county  of  Chester,  by 
reason  of  any  ancient  charters  of  any  kings  of  this  land,  or  by 
reason  of  any  prescription,  or  lawful  usage,  or  title  whatsoever." 
For  the  understanding  of  which  clause,  we  must  go  back  so  far 
as  the  reign  of  Richard  I.  "  Randall  Blundeville,  Earl  of  Chester, 
towards  the  latter  end  of  that  king's  reign,  being  suddenly 
besieged  by  the  Welsh  in  the  castle  of  Ruthelent,  in  Flintshire, 
sent  to  his  constable  of  Cheshire,  one  Roger  Lacy,  who,  for  his 
fierceness,  was  surnamed  Hell,  to  hasten  with  what  force  he  could 
to  his  relief.  It  happened  to  be  on  Midsummer-day,  and  a  great 
fair  then  held  in  Chester :  whereupon  Roger  immediately  got 
together  a  great  lawless  mob  of  fiddlers,  players,  coblers,  and 
the  like,  and  marched  instantly  towards  the  Earl;  and  the 
Welsh,  sering  a  great  multitude  approaching,  raised  the  seige 
and  fled.  The  Earl  being  thus  freed,  comes  back  with  his 
constable  to  Chester ;  and  in  memory  of  his  service,  by  a  charter, 
grants  to  Roger  Lacy  and  his  heirs,  power  over  all  the  fiddlers, 
letchers,  and — coblers,  in  Chester.  About  the  latter  end  of  the 
reign  of  John,  or  beginning  of  Henry  III.,  Roger  Lacy  being 
dead,  his  son  John  Lacy  by  deed  granted  to  one  Hugh  Button, 
his  steward,  and  to  his  heirs,  rule  and  authority  over  all  the 
letchers — and  in  the  county."  Another  valuable  authority.  Sir 
Peter  Leycester,  in  his  **  Antiquities  of  Cheshire,"  thus  remarks  : 
"  In  the  14  Henry  VII.,  a  quo  warranto  was  brought  against 
Laurence  Button,  of  Button,  Esquire,  to  show  why  he  claimed 
all  the  minstrels  of  Cheshire,  and  ia  the  city  of  Chester  to  meet 
before  him  in  Chester  yearly,  at  the  feast  of  St.  John  the  Baptist, 
and  to  give  unto  him  at  the  said  feast  4|d.,  and  why  he  claimed 
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from  every  in  Cheshire  and  in  the  city  of  Chester  4id.  to  be  paid 
yearly  at  the  feast  aforesaid.  To  whidi  he  pleaded  prescripticm.** 
These  exceptions  and  particulars  are  also  cited  in  the 
Yagrant  Acts,  (noir  repealed)  passed  14  and  39  Etieabeth. 
In  the  43rd  of  Elizabeth,  it  is  said,  *'  Before  the  end  of  the  said 
year,  the  said  John  Dulton  or  his  heirs  shall  procure  the  lords 
chief  justices,  and  lord  chief  baron,  or  two  of  them,  on  hearing 
his  allegations,  and  proofs,  to  make  certificate  into  the  chancery, 
to  be  there  enrolled,  that  the  said  John  Dutton,  or  his  heirs, 
ought  lawfully,  if  no  statutes  against  rogues  and  beggars  had 
been  made,  by  charts,  tenure,  or  prescription,  to  have  such 
liberty  of  licensing  of  minstrels,  as  he  claimeth  and  nseth." 
In  the  1  James,  25,  the  same  clause  was  continued  without 
limitation,  so  that  it  is  probable  such  proof  had  been  made  as  is 
alluded  to.  The  exercise  of  this  remarkable  privilege  is  thus 
recorded  by  the  historian  Dugdale  ; — "  And  under  the  aforesaid 
grant,  by  ancient  custom,  the  heirs  of  Dutton  to  this  day  do 
claim  and  exercise  a  privilege  and  authority  over  all  the  oommon 
fiddlers  and  minstrels  in  Chester,  and  all  Cheshire;  and  in 
memory  thereof  keep  a  yearly  court  in  Chester,  on  Midsummer 
Day,  being  Chester  Fair,  and  in  a  solemn  manner  ride  attended 
through  the  city  to  the  church  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  with  all 
the  fiddlers  of  the  county  playing  before  the  Lord  Dutton,  and 
then  at  the  court  renew  their  licenses  yearly ;  and  none  ought  to 
use  the  trade  or  employment  of  a  fiddler,  either  within  the  city 
or  county,  but  by  an  order  or  license  of  that  court."  This  list 
of  authorities  might  be  easily  increased,  but  sufficient  has,  we 
think,  been  already  quoted  to  prove  the  origin  of  the  Dutton, 
now  Sherborne  family. 
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The  De  La  Bere  familv  were  the  largest  owners  of  property 
in  the  town,  both  before  and  after  the  formation  of  the  many 
roads  and  drives  that  now  exist.  Their  local  connexion  has 
extended  over  three  centuries.  At  the  time  the  place  was  being 
called  into  notice  and  the  spas  established,  the  resident  members 
of  this  truly  ancient  family,  rendered  important  tenrice  to  the 
inhabitants.  The  Rev.  J.  De  !a  Bere  frequently  oondficted  the 
servi(»s  at  the  Parish  Ckurch^  half  a  eeatury  since,  at  a  period 
when  it  was  the  only  church  in  the  parish,  and  was  crowded  with 
some  of  the  first  nobility  in  the  land^  who  had  eome  to  drink 
the  waters.  The  sidbject  and  text  of  these  discourses  are 
regularly  enlarged  upon  in  the  pages  of  the  Cheltenham  Chrcmde 
of  that  period.  When  the  first  attempt  was  made  to  establish 
a  local  branch  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  in  1814, 
Thomas  Bagott  De  la  Bere,  Esq.,  took  the  chair  at  a  public 
meeting,  and  hia  influence  and  perseverance  was  such  that  from 
that  time  to  the  present  the  institution  has  continued  to  prosper, 
and  maintain  its  own  depot  for  the  sale  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
J.  De  la  Bere»  Esq.^  the  steward  of  the  Manor,  resided  ia  the 
High-street^  in  a  house  since  converted  into  the  Royal  Hotd. 
He  also  acted  as  a  magistrate  for  the  district.  The  Rev.  J. 
Edwards,  the  respected  resident  vicar  of  Prestbnry,  and  a  loeal 
justice  of  the  peace,,  is  th^nearest  collateral  representative,  on 
the  female  side  of  this  once  famed  family^  now  surviving.    , 

At  one  period  the  only  "  justice  of  the  peace  "  for  t]be  entire 
neighbourhood  was  T.  De  la  Bere,  Esq.  In  1779,,  John 
De  la  Bere,  Esq.,  purchased  of  the  Eari  of  Essex,  all  the  tythes 
which  anjiported  tne  perpetual  curaqr  of^ Cheltenham,  and  also 
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the  tythes  and  glebe  belonging  to  the  hamlets  of  Alstone,  Westall, 
Sandford,  and  Naunton.  The  clerical  property  of  the  two  last 
named  places  passed  to  his  son,  the  Eev.  J.  De  la  Bere,  who 
afterwards  disposed  of  his  interest  in  them  to  separate  individuals. 
But  the  other  hamlets  were  sold  during  the  lifetime  of  the  original 
purchaser,  and  the  act  has  led  to  one  of  the  most  spirited  improve* 
ments  the  town  has  undergone.  In  1801,  Henry  Thompson,  Esq.. 
bought  for  a  nominal  sum  that  portion  of  the  property  of  John 
De  la  Bere,  Esq.,  which  bounded  the  Bay's  Hill  estate,  and 
extended  from  the  Gloucester-road  to  Sandford-fields.  The 
extent  of  this  land  was  nearly  four  hundred  acres,  and  the 
purchaser  having  by  experimental  borings,  ascertained  the 
existence  of  mineral  waters,  proceeded  to  erect  a  Pump  Boom, 
Baths,  Salts,  Manufactory,  and  ultimately  to  lay  out  and  form 
the  Lansdown-road,  and  other  parts  adjacent  as  represented  in 


our  sketch,  now  confessedly  the  most  fashionable  portion  of 
the  town.  At  the  same  time  the  Earl  of  Suffolk  purchased 
thirty  acres  adjoining  of  J.  De  la  Bere,  Esq.,  for  the  sum  of 
£2,800.  This  property  consisted  of  a  farm-house,  (occupying 
the  site  of  the  present  Suffolk-house,)  with  its  uncultivated 
pasture  lands.  His  Lordship's  daughter.  Lady  Catherine  Howard 
afterwards  sold  the  farm  for  J614,000,  and  it  was  formed  into 
Suffolk-lawn,  Suffolk-square,  St.  James's  Church  and  the  entrance 
to  the  Park  being  the  boundary.  Thus,  what  was  once  little  better 
than  a  barren  waste,  now  forms  the  most  attractive  and  valuable 
part  of  Cheltenham.  An  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  great  change 
that  has  taken  place  in  the  value  of  this  property,  from  the  fact 
that  when  Mr.  Thompson  first  possessed  that  portion  of  it  which 
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now  constitutes  "  the  Lansdown  and  Montpellier  estates/*  it  was 
deemed  so  far  valueless  as  to  be  regarded  as  extra-parocbial,  and 
not  liable  to  be  rated.  The  rapid  transformation  of  the 
De-la-Bere  land,  on  the  Montpellier  side  of  the  town  into  some 
of  the  most  valuable  of  our  local  property,  is  rery  fully  and 
accurately  detailed  by  Mr.  Davies  in  his  "  Cheltenham  Past 
and  Present."     The  present  beautiful  drive  from  the  Midland 


Station  by  the  Lansdown  Hotel,  is  on  a  part  of  the  property 
thus  improved,  as  our  engraving  represents ;  and  also  Lansdown 
Crescent,  which  heads  tins  chapter. 

Another  way  in  which  the  De  la  Beres  promoted  the 
interest  of  Cheltenham  in  its  more  youthful  days,  was  by  the 
maintenance  of  a  pack  of  hounds,  which  afforded  both  resident 
and  visitor  an  opportunity  of  enjoying  the  invigorating  sports 
of  hunting.  This  example  was  afterwards  followed  by  the 
representative  of  another  ancient  family  —  the  late  Earl 
litzhardinge. 

"  In  1779,  John  De  la  Bere,  Esq.,  purchased  of  the  Earl  of 
Essex,  all  the  tythes  and  glebe  of  the  three  last  places,  and  of 
his  own  in  Allstone,  and  re-sold  them  to  the  different 
proprietors,  these  estates  therefore  being  tythe  free,  were  not 
included  in  the  act  of  inclosure"  (Eudge). 

In  the  Parish  Church  are  interred  several  members  of  this 
ancient  race.  The  following  inscription  occurs  on  a  white 
marble  tablet : — 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


112  HISTOKT    OF   CHELTEKHLUI. 

'*  Near  this  place  li«  the  remains  of  Ann,  wife  of  Bernard  Dewes,  Esq., 
<^anghter  of  John  De  la  Bere,  £f^.,  who,  with  great  beauty  of  power  and 
elegance  of  distion,  united  ttie  more  valuable  endowment  of  simple  rirtue 
and  most  amiable  sweetnest-  of  manaers  and  disposition.  Her  early  loss 
will  be  long  and  severely  lamented  by  her  friends^  and  in.  a  more  particular 
manner  by  her  afflicted  husband,  who,  with  the  deepest  regret,  inscribes 
this  marble  to  her  memor) ,  Bhe  left  two  children,  too  young  to  be  sensible  of 
their  great  loss,  and  died  Aug.  13th,  in  the  30th  year  of  her  age,  a.p  1780." 

William  the  Conqueror  having  resolved  upon  taking  possession 
of  this  country,  marched  from  Normandy  with  a  large  number 
of  soldiers,  commanded  by  the  flower  of  the  Norman  nobility. 
William  having  captured  our  island,  rewarded  the  nobles  who 
accompamed  him,  by  gifts  of  lai^  and  estates  in  different 
quarters  of  the  kingdom.  From  these  nobles  have  descended  the 
De  la  Bcrc,  Sherborne,  and  various  other  families  of  our  locality. 
The  original  De  la  B^rea  ditaified  an  estate  at  Keimersley,  in 
Herefordshire,  where  they  resided  in  great  splendour.  By  inter- 
marriages, th^  became  conneeted  with  some  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished fimnlies  of  the  "  feudal  ages ;"  among  the  number 
were  the  Talbots,  the  S^damofes,  aad  the  Huddlestones.  The 
last-named  relationship  with  the  De  la  Bere  £amily  was  effected 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII., — Sir  John  Huddlestone*s  only 
daughter,  Ellen,  marrying  Kinnard  De  la  Bere,  Esq.  By  this 
marriage,  the  adjacent  man^on  at  Southam  becaoEie  the  property 
of  the  DelaBeres  and  ooMinued  in.  their  possession  until  it  was 
sold  some  few  years  since  to  Lord  EUeafcorough. 

The  fifth  descendant  of  this  ancient  family^  Eichaf  d  De  la  Bere, 
£6q.,  was  appomted  by  Edward  III.  Sheriff  of  Herefordshire, 
for  tea  successive  years,  viz.,  from  1S62  to  1372.  Another 
Bic^kard  Dela  Befe  ako  eiijoyed  the  royal  favour  of  Henry  YII., 
aad,  for  his.  bdodc  coodne^i  at  the  battle  of  Stoke,  was  created  a 
baronet  in  the  field  by  that  monarch.  To  form  a  juat  idea  of 
the  many  honourable  marks  of  distinction  that  have  been 
bestowed  on  successinre  members  oi  this  illustnous  family,  the 
reader  shouU  visii  the  family  tomb  at  Ckeve  Ghuidii.  The 
various  heraldic  honours  which  adorn  this  memento,  are  lar  more 
ooiivincing  prooib  of  their  greatness  than  the  historian  can 
adduce.  In  Prestbury  church  and  yard,  there  are  idso  tablets 
eKcted  to  the  memffxy  oi  the  move  recent  members  of  the  family, 
particularly  the  female  braoaehes.  Some  of  the  more  aacieiit 
branches  also  repose  within  the  precincts  of  the  Chdt^am 
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Parish  Church.  The  De  la  Beres  were  connected  on  the  female 
side  with  some  of  the  early  kings  of  England  and  Scotland, 
By  marriage  the  family  is  descended  from  WilUiam  of  Scotland, 
and  united  with  the  line  of  Plantagenet.  Stephen  De  la  Bare 
married  Matilda,  daughter  of  Thomas  Pye,  Esq.,  by  whom  he 
had  a  daughter,  Joan,  who  became  the  wife  of  Humphrey  Bohun, 
Earl  of  Hereford,  Essex,  and  Northampton,  and  high  constable 
of  England,  by  whom  she  was  mother  of  two  daughters,  Eleanor 
and  Mary.  The  former  married  to  Thomas  Plantagenet, 
sumamed  of  Woodstock,  son  of  King  Edward  III.,  and  uncle 
to  King  Eichard  II.;  Mary  married  to  Henry  Plantagenet, 
sumamed  Bolingbroke,  who  was  proclaimed  King  of  England, 
by  the  name  of  Henry  IV.  Henry  V.  was  born  from  this 
marriage.  Many  other  illustrious  descendants  on  the  female 
side  might  also  be  narrated  down  to  a  very  recent  period. 
Several  of  the  early  members  of  this  family  died  without  male 
issue,  and  the  next  of  kin  assumed  the  name  and  arms.  In  this 
way  the  surname  Bagott  became  adopted.  Kinnard  De  la  Bere, 
Esq.,  dying  in  1735,  without  a  direct  male  descendant,  the 
property  and  title  devolved  to  his  nephew,  William  Bagott,  Esq., 
of  Prestbury,  whose  descendants  adopted  the  name  of  Bagott 
De  la  Bere.  This  title,  however,  also  became  extinct,  in 
consequence  of  a  want  of  male  issue.  "  The  la&t  of  their  race," 
on  the  male  side,  Thomas  Bagol^t  ^  De  la  Bere,  died  on 
Dec.  5,  1821,  at  the  advanced  age  of  93.  The  crest  of  the 
De  la  Bere  family  was  five  ostrich  feathers  issuing  out  of  a 
ducal  coronet.  This  honourable  mark  of  distinction  was 
obtained  by  a  very  early  ancestor — Sir  Eichard  De  la  Bere,  at 
the  ever  memorable  Battle  of  Cressy,  for  saving  the  life  of 
Edward  the  Black  Prince.  This  circumstance  forms  the  most 
interesting  pjortion  of  the  history  of  this  ancient  family,  as  we 
shall  endeavour  to  illustrate. 

Edward  III.  having  laid  claim  to  the  crown  of  Prance, 
determined  to  prosecute  that  claim  by  force  of  arms ;  he  sailed 
from  the  port  of  Southampton  with  a  thousand  battle  ships, 
containing  thirty  thousand  men.  He  was  accompanied  by  his 
son,  who  had  just  then  attained  his  sixteenth  year,  and  by  the 
principal  nobility  of  England.  Among  those  who  belonged  to 
this  locality,  were — Sir  Eichard  De-la-Bere;  Lord  Chandos, 
whose  remains  are  interred  at  Sudeley  Castle;  and  several  members 
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of  tte  BeAeley,  Sberborne,  Hicks,  and  Trye  families.  The 
French  army,  whicli  Edward  III.  had  to  encounter,  was  threefeW 
more  nnmerons  than  his  own.  By  stratagem,  the  English  king 
passed  several  of  the  gfreat  rivers,  aithongh  closely  pursued  by 
the  enemy,  and  landed  on  the  opposite  shore.  The  two  armies 
were  now  in  view  of  each  other—  the  river  forming  the  mark  of 
separation.  Edward  III.  «pent  the  night  in  surrounding  his 
position  with  trenches.  The  next  morning,  August  26,  1346, 
he  drew  up  his  army  in  three  divisions,  near  the  village  of  Cressy. 
llie  command  of  the  first  division  he  gave  to  his  son,  the  Black 
Prince,  giving  him  for  his  guides.  Lord  Chandos,  and  the  brave 
Earl  of  Warwick.  At  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  Frendi 
army  advanced.  The  attack  was  commenced  by  fifteen  thousand 
Genoese  cross-bowmen.  But  a  shower  falling,  wetted  their  bow- 
strings, and  their  volley  had  no  effect.  The  English  archers, 
whose  weapons  had  been  protected  from  the  rain,  immediately 
drscharged  their  arrows,  which  told  «o  well,  as  to  throw  the  whole 
body  of  the  enemy  into  confusion.  The  first  blow  decided  the 
fortune  of  the  day.  The  remainder  of  the  affair  was  a  rout,  rattier 
than  a  battle.  The  Genoese  were  trodden  under  foot,  and  cut  to 
pieces,  principally  by  the  Erench  themselves,  who  were  pressed 
on  every  side  by  these,  their  allies,  as  much  as  by  their  enemies. 
At  length,  however,  one  of  the  divisions  of  the  French  army, 
having  got  dear  of  this  tumult,  suddenly  attacked  the  Blade 
Prince  with  great  fury.  At  this  important  crisis,  Sir.  Richard 
De  la  Bere  rushed  to  the  rescue  of  the  youthful  prince,  fighting 
tword  in  hand  most  valiantly,  and  preserved  his  life.  This  attadc 
was  foHowcd  by  another,  directed  against  the  prince,  by  three 
fresh  squadrons  of  French  and  Germans.  On  ibis,  the  Kail  of 
Warwick  despatched  a  messenger  to  King  Edward,  begging  him 
to  bring  up  his  reserve,  and  ^ave  his  son.  "  Is  the  Prince  dead, 
or  wounded,  or  felled  to  the  ground  ?"  inquired  the  King  ;  and 
on  being  told  that  he  was  still  alive,  **  No,"  said  he,  "  the  glory 
tsf  this  day  shall  be  his  own,  as  he  deserves  it  should  ;  -while  he 
lives  I  shall  not  interfere.**  In  a  few  minntes  the  French  army 
were  driven  l)ack :  the  Black  Prince  now  in  turn  advanced  witi 
his  men ;  the  English  «rmy  bore  down  all  before  them.  After 
the  wtory,  the  father  and  his  «on  met,  and  embraced  each  other, 
their  hearts  exulting  with  joy  and  thankfulness.  **  God  give 
grace,  my  iJear  son,"  w\d  the  father,  **  to  preserve  you  in  the 
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work  you  have  begun ;  you  have  acquitted  yourself  nobly,  and 
deserve  the  imperial  crown  for  which  we  have  fought."     The 
youth  bowed  to  the  ground,  and  said  nothing.     With  all  his 
fire  and  daring  in  battle,  he  had  none  of  the  father's  presumption ; 
and  throughout  his  life,  he  never  showed  an  inclination  to  take 
merit   to  himself,  or  to  trample  upon  the  rights  of  others. 
Early  on  the  next  morning,  many  thousands  more  of  the  enemy 
were  slain,  by  a  body  of  horsemen  whom  Edward  sent  forth  to 
dear  the  country.     It  is  said^hat  altogether  thirty  thousand  of 
the  French  fell  in  that  memorable  battle,  among  whom  were  the 
two  Kings  of  Bohemia  and  Majorca,  the  nephew  of  the  French 
King,  three  other  sovereign  princes,  twenty-four  baronets,  twelve 
hundred  knights,  fifteen  hundred  gentlemen,  and  four  thousand 
esquires.     The  English  lost  only  t^ee  knights  and  one  esquire, 
and  but  very  few  of  the  common  soldiers.     Victory  being  now 
decisive,  and  the  scene  of  carnage  ended,  the  nobility  who  had 
fought  so  nobly  in  the  battle-field,  were  summoned  into  the 
presence  of  the  King  and  his  son.     Title  upon  title,  honour 
upon  honour,  estate  upon  estate,  were  bestowed  successively 
upon  all,  according  to  their  respective  merits.     The  youthful 
Prince  presented  Eichard  De  la  Bere  to  his  father,  and  related 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  saved  his  life.    The  King  first 
created  him  a  knight,  and  then,  in  a  most  solemn  manner,  placed 
upon  his  head  a  ducal  coronet,  having  five  ostrich  feathers — a 
prize  won  from  the  enemy  by  the  prince  himself.    A  very  curious 
old  painting  on  pannel,  which  is  engraved  in  Bi$2;land's  collections, 
still  exists,  representing  Sir  Aichard  De  la  Bere,  in  a  kneeling 
posture,  receiving  the  crest  after  the  battle,  from  Edward.     This 
is  supposed  to  have  been  executed  soon  after  the  introduction  of 
oil  painting  in  England,  and  is  in  good  preservation. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  a  portion  of  the  army  that  served 
under  the  Black  Prince  were  "  volunteers "  from  this  county. 
They  were  three  hundred  in  numb^,  and  commanded  by  Maurice 
Lord  Berkeley.  Of  the  valour  of  these  Gloucestershire  "  rifles" 
in  the  olden  time.  Smith,  in  his  "  Lives  of  the  Berkeleys,"  thus 
speaks, — "  And  I  may  avouch  that  the  genius  and  natuwd  courage 
oiP  these  my  country  Captaynes,  and  their  soldiers,  thus  for  ever 
renowned  in  this  wonderful  batUe,  liveth  in  their  posterityes  that 
now  flourish,  as  the  next  ages  will  declare,  when  they  have  such 
a  king  and  a  prince  to  follow." 
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In  later  times  this  nam3  and  royalty  were  again  brought 
into  contact.  Miss  Bumey,  the  maid  of  honour  to  Queen 
Charlotte,  in  her  Journal  of  the  Eoyal  visit  to  Cheltenham  in 

1788,  remarks,  "  The  sweet  Miss  P received  me  with  her 

usual  kind  joy,  and  introduced  me  to  her  friends,  who  are  Mr. 
De  la  Bere,  the  master  of  the  house  and  chief  magistrate  of 
Cheltenham,  and  his  family." 


THE  TRYE  PAMILy. 

The  Trye  family  have  been  most  intimately  connected  with 
Cheltenham  for  several  centuries.  Many  of  their  members  have 
held  local  offices,  and  have  taken  an  interest  in  promoting  the 
welfare  of  the  t  jwn.  The  Tryes  dre  identified  with  the  manor 
as  owners,  and  with  judicial  and  parochial  institutions.  In  past 
times  they  have  rendered  great  service  by  assisting  in  the 
establishment  of  benevolent  societies,  when  the  small  population 
of  the  town  rendered  such  a  work  one  of  difficulty.  In  order 
to  increase  the  means  of  accommodation  in  the  Parish  Church, 
a  female  member  of  the  Tryes — Mrs.  Anne  Norwood — in  1628 
erected,  at  her  own  expense,  a  gallery  at  the  west  end.  Several 
members  of  this  ancient  family  are  interred  in  the  Parish  Church 
and  yard. 

One  of  their  ancestors,  William  Norwood,  Esq.,  was  lessee  of 
the  manor  of  Cheltenham  ^m  1589  to  1603,  and  was  a  person 
of  considerable  legal  ability.  In  the  32nd  year  of  Queen 
Elizabeth's  reign,  he  was  the  defendant  in  an  action  brought 
against  him  by  the  Queen's  Attorney-Gteneral,  respecting  the 
rights  and  customs  of  the  manor.  His  knowledge  of  local 
records  enabled  him  to  obtain  a  verdict  in  his  favour,  as  will  be 
seen  on  referring  to  the  account  of  this  truly  important  trial, 
which  will  be  found  fully  detailed  in  another  part  of  this  work. 

A  more  recent  descendant  stands  distinguished  as  a  medical 
practitioner,  and  as  the  author  of  many  practical  and  useful 
schemes  in  the  town  and  its  vicinity.  This  was  Charles  Brandon 
Trye,  Esq.,  F.R.S.,  many  years  Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Gloucester 
Infirmary.  As  a  surgeon  he  attained  the  highest  eminence  in 
his  art,  in  which  he  was  deeply  skilled.    He  died  in  1811,  and 
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a  large  and  handsome  monument  is  erected  to  his  memory  in 
Gloucester  Cathedral. 

"  The  late  Charles  Brandon  Trye "  (writes  his  relative  and 
biographer,  the  late  Rev.  Danl.  Lysons)  "  was  the  elder  son  of 
the  Rev.  John  Trye,  of  Haresfield  and  Leckhampton.  He  was 
born,  August  the  21st,  1757.  At  the  age  of  seven  he  was  placed 
at  the  Grammar  School  at  Cirencester.  His  father  died  when 
he  was  in  his  ninth  year,  and  his  mother,  of  whose  pious  care  in 
instructing  him  from  his  earliest  childhood  in  religious  duties  hs 
ever  cherished  the  most  grateful  remembrance,  survived  him 
about  two  years.  He  was  distinguished  at  school  as  a  boy  of 
bright  parts,  and  soon  acquired  the  common  attainments  of 
scholastic  education.  A  facility  of  writing  Latin,  which  he  then 
possessed,  he  retained  through  life,  as  appears  by  a  medical  book 
which  he  left  behind  him  in  that  language,  and  a  brief  memoir 
of  himself  found  among  his  papers."  This  facility  of  writing 
Latin  was  kept  up  by  him  in  after-life,  by  a  constant  perusal  of 
the  classics,  although  he  was  not  urged,  like  many  of  the  clergy 
who  are  classical  preceptors,  to  refer  to  them  so  frequently  and 
attentively  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  pupils.  But  he  lets  us 
into  the  secret  of  this  penchant  for  literary  pursuits,  by  saying 
that  he  was  "  scientise  amantissimus  "  [most  fond  of  knowledge], 
as  well  as  from  his  good  mother's  early  instruction,  "  religionis 
verae  observans"  [observant  of  true  religion].  No  wonder, 
then,  that  Trye,  ever  joining  together  religious  and  secular 
learning,  should  have  left  behind  him  many  devout  prayers  and 
meditations  in  English  and  Latin,  which  he  had  written  and 
used  for  his  own  help  and  direction,  and  that  he  should  have 
been  capable  of  writing  a  work  in  Latin  for  the  press,  and  of 
publishing  in  English  several  pamphlets  on  professional  subjects 
of  great  merit.  Such  devotion  to  the  Most  High,  united  with 
devotedness  to  a  most  useful  profession,  produced,  as  might  be 
expected,  sentiments  and  services  which  will  probably  continue 
to  be  so  many  sources  of  blessing  to  many  generations  yet 
to  come.    . 

Dr.  Trye,  during  his  residence  in  the  locality,  took  an  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  town.  He  was  one  of  the  personal  friends 
of  the  immortal  discoverer  of  vaccination — Dr.  Jenner,  then  a 
local  practitioner.  Dr.  Trye  warmly  espoused  the  theory  of 
Jenner,  as  to  the  value  of  innoculation  by  cow  pox ;  and  the 
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pages  of  the  Cheltenham  Chronicle  down  to  1817,  contain  many 
eloquent  letters  written  in  Jenner's  defence,  and  against  the 
prejudices  that  then  locally  existed. 

Dr.  Trye  was  not  alone  celebrated  for  his  medical  knowledge ; 
he  was  of  a  philosophic  turn  of  mind,  and  suggested  and  carried 
into  effect  many  important  im  pro  Yemen  ts  in  this  locality.      He 
formed  the  plan  by  which  the  barren  rock  of  the  adjoining  hill 
of  Leckhampton  was  rendered  profitable,  by  opening  quarries, 
which  he  found  to  contain  stone  of  durable  quality,  and  capable 
of  being  worked  with  great  facility.     He  projected,  and  at  his 
own  expense  constructed  the  tram-road  leading  from  the  quarries 
on  Leckhampton  hill  to  the  Cheltenham  and  Gloucester  tram- 
road.     The  present  family  representative  is  the  Ker.  C.  B.  Trye, 
the  resident  rector  of  Leckhampton.     Like  his  ancestor.  Dr.  Trye, 
this  gentleman  devotes  much  of  his  time  to  the  promotion  of 
works  of  practical  utility.     The  Rev.  C.  B.  Trye  is  one  of  the 
Cheltenham,  Magistrates,  and  a  valuable  member  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians,  rendering  assistance  and  support  to  all  disinterested 
schemes  for  improving  the  pauper,  morally  and  socially.     He 
has  for  many  years  been  a  constant  attendant  at  the  weekly 
meetings  of  the  Guardians,  and  has  filled  the  office  of  chairman. 
With   other  local  institutions  of  a  benevolent  character,  he  is 
also  connected.     As  a  preacher,  Mr.  Trye  is  highly  acceptable, 
and  evinces  earnestness   and   simplicity.     The  wants   of    his 
poorer  parishioners  also  occupy  his  attention,  as  is  manifest  by 
the  establishment  of  a  Free  School  for  the  rising  generation,  and 
the  adoption  of  the  allotment  system  for  adults.     In  an  agricul* 
tural  parish  such  institutions  must  undoubtedly  be  a  great  boon. 
The  Trye  family  are  of  ancient  origin,  and  derive  their  name 
from  the  town  of  Trye,  in  Normandy.     The  surviving  members 
are  descended,  collaterally  by  the  female  line  from  the  Nwrwood 
family,  and  lineally  from  the  Norman  Tryes.     In  more  ancient 
times,  the  Tryes  have  been  associated  with  events  of  national 
interest.     Reginald  de  Trye  was  slain  in  a  battle  near  Bruges, 
in  1302.     Matthew  de  Trye  did  homage,  as  marshal  of  France, 
to  Edward  IL,  for  lands  in  Ponthein,  and  Sir  James  de  Trye 
was  taken   prisoner  and  brought  to  England  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  IV.     Eawlin  de  Trye,  the  first  of  the  name  resident  in 
Gloucestershire,  married  in  1380,  an  heiress  of  the  house  of 
Berkeley,  and  became  invested  with  a  manor  in  that  parish. 
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His  third  descendant^  John  Trye,  married  Elizabeth^  daughter 
and  co-heiress  of  Sir  Almeric  de  Boteler  a  Park,  and  in  1449, 
obtained  as  her  dower,  the  manor  of  Hardwick,  which  i;ismained 
Tested  in  this  family  for  five  generations.  Thomas  Trye,  Esq., 
who  possessed  Hardwick  in  1730,  having  obtained  the  per- 
mission of  Parliament,  sdd  it  in  1733  to  Sir  Philip  Yorke,  then 
Attorney-General,  who  on  his  being  appointed  Lord  Chancellor 
of  England,  was  created  Baron,  and  afterwards  Earl  of 
Hardwick.  John  Trye,  Esq.,  was  twice  chosen  M.P.  for  the 
city  of  Gloucester,  and  was  the  first  Mayor  of  that  city,  to 
which  office  he  was  appointed  in  1483,  by  Bichard  IIL,  when 
he  granted  the  charter  by  which  the  civil  government  was 
altered.  John,  the  second  son  of  William  Trye,  Esq.„  married 
Elizabeth  Gourney,  niece  and  co-heiress  of  Charles  Brandon, 
Duke  of  Suffolk,  the  favourite  of  lleiury  Ylll.,  and  distinguished 
by  the  attachment  of  that  King's  sister,  Mary,  Queen  of 
Louis  XL  The  Kev.  John  Trye,  vicar  of  Haresfield,  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  the  Rey.  Thomas  Norwood,,  then  Lord  of  the 
Manor,  and  patron  and  incumbent  of  the  Leckhampton  rectory. 
Their  son,  Charles  Brandon  Trye,  Esq.,  became  possessed  of  the 
manor  and  advowson  on  the  death  of  his  cousin,  Henry 
Norwood,  Esq. 

A  very  celebrated  member  of  this  family  is  distinguished  for 
his  heroic  conduct  in  the  history  of  the  protracted  civil  wars ; 
this  was  Colonel  Henry  Norwood : — "  He  was  most  warmly 
attached  to  Charles  L»  and  shared  persecutions  with  that 
monarch's  partizans.  In  the  reign  of  Charles  U.  he  was  made 
governor  of  Tangiers.  He  was  once,  with  a  ship's  crew,  reduced 
to  such  an  extremity  for  want  of  provisions,  that — 

**  Out  they  spoke  for  lots  of  flesh  and  blood, 
And  who  should  die  to  be  his  fellow's  food. 

«  «  «  «  » 

The  lots  were  made,  and  marked,  and  mixed,  and  handed 
In  silent  horror !" 

and  the  victim  was  permitted  to  descend  into  the  hcdd  and 
prepare  himself  for  death — but  the  very  horror  of  his  situation 
saved  them  the  necessity  of  shedding  his  blood ;  he  expired 
irom  actual  fear  as  soon  as  he  descended.  Notwithstanding  his 
fate,  their  hunger  overcame  aU  scruples,  and  they  devoured  the 
body." 
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"  Colonel  Henry  Norwood,  who  held  the  estate  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  I.,  was  eminently  loyal  to  that  ill  fated  monarch,  and 
distinguished  in  the  civil  war  by  his  valiant  spirit."  "His 
third  descendant,  John  Trye,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and 
co-heiress  of  Sir  Almeric  de  Boteler  a  Park,  and  in  1449, 
obtained  as  her  dower,  the  manor  of  Hardwick,  which  remained 
vested  in  his  family  for  five  generations.  Hardwick,  pursuant 
to  an  Act  of  Parliament  obtained  for  that  purpose  in  1730,  by 
Thomas  Trye.  Esq.,  was  sold  in  1773,  to  Sir  Phillip  Yorke, 
then  Attorney-General,  who,  upon  his  being  appointed  Lord 
Chancellor  of  England,  was  created  Baron,  and  afterwards  Earl 
of  Hardwick  in  Gloucestershire"     (Griffiths). 

The  first  settlement  of  the  family  in  this  immediate  locality 
was  by  possession  of  the  Leckhampton  Manor,  in  1486.  Rudge 
says  that  the  property  at  that  date,  "came  by  marriage  of 
Eleanor,  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  John  Giffard,  Esq.,  to  John 
Norwood,  from  whom  it  descended  in  right  line  to  Heniy 
Norwood,  Esq.,  who  dying  in  1797,  left  it  by  will  to  Charles 
Brandon  Trye,  Esq.,  of  Gloucester,  great  grandson  of  Thomas 
Trye,  Esq.,  of  Hardwick,  who  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Norwood,  Esq.,  of  Leckhampton.  Both  are  very 
ancient  families.  The  former  trace  their  origin  from  the 
Norwoods  of  Kent,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.,  and  the  monument 
of  Jordan  Norwood,  the  ancestor,  is  still  to  be  seen  in  Minster 
church.  The  Tryes,  as  appears  on  the  family  monument  at 
Hardwick,  in  this  county,  derived  their  name  and  origin  from  a 
town  called  Trye,  whence  they  came  into  England  about  six 
hundred  years  ago.  Rawlin  Trye  was  the  first  of  the  family, 
and  Charles  Brandon  Trye,  Esq.,  the  thirteenth  lineal  descendant 
from  him.  Hardwick  (four  miles  from  Gloucester),  in  1449, 
came  to  John  Trye,  by  right  of  marriage  with  Elizabeth,  the 
co-heiress,  in  which  family  it  continued  for  more  than  three 
hundred  years.  The  South  Chancel  of  Hardwick  church  is  the 
dormitory  of  the  family  of  Trye,  and  has  many  monuments  and 
memorials  of  their  family." 
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THE    HICKS   FAMILY. 

The  Hicks  family  are  connected  with  the  past  history  of  our 
religious  and  judicial  institutions.  During  the  seventeenth 
century,  the  rectory  was  purchased  of  King  James  by  Sir 
Baptist  Hicks  ;  and  ever  since  that  period  successive  members 
have,  by  their  residence  and  aid,  assisted  in  advancing  the 
welfare  of  the  town.  The  collateral  descendant,  Lady  Cromie, 
is  often  a  sojourner,  and  her  name  (like  her  ancestors,)  is  to  be 
found  on  the  "  contribution  list'*  of  many  of  our  local  charities. 

Within  the  past  half  century,  the  sole  administrator  of  justice 
in  Cheltenham  was  the  late  male  representative  of  the  Hicks 
family,  then  William  Hicks,  Esq.  At  this  period  he  resided  in 
a  house  situated  near  the  site  of  the  present  Belle  Vue  Hotel ; 
and,  in  more  recent  times,  after  he  became,  by  heirship,  possessed 
of  the  title  of  Sir  W.  Hicks,  Bart.,  he  was  the  senior  magistrate. 
In  1798,  he  formed  and  commanded,  for  several  years,  the 
Cheltenham  Volunteer  Infantry — a  body  of  inhabitants  associated 
together  on  account  of  the  contemplated  French  invasion,  and 
who  received  from  George  III.  special  thanks  for  their  services. 

In  1830,  in  consequence  of  a  circular  from  Lord  Melbourne, 
a  public  meeting  was  held  at  the  Assembly  Rooms,  to  take  steps 
to  prevent  the  incendiary  riots  then  so  prevalent.  Sir  W.  Hicks, 
as .  senior  magistrate,  presided.  The  Rev,  E.  Close  proposed 
this  resolution, — "  This  meeting  has  the  satisfaction  to  be  enabled 
to  declare,  that  the  general  conduct  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
town  and  district,  so  far  as  their  experience  goes,  has  been  loyal 
and  peaceable." 

By  possession  of  the  rectory,  officially  and  by  residence,  the 
Hicks  family  have  now  been  connected  with  Cheltenham  for 
upwards  of  three  centuries.  Various  branches  of  the  family 
stand  distinguished  for  valiant  deeds  and  good  qualities  in  the 
annals  of  the  past,  and  it  is  a  singular  coincidence,  that  the  first 
time  the  Hickses  were  celebrated,  was  during  the  same  engage- 
ment which  called  into  notice  an  early  ancestor  of  another 
ancient  local  family,  the  De  la  Beres.  Sir  Ellis  Hicks,  who  was 
a  favourite  at  the  court  of  Edward  III.,  received  an  appointment 
to  attend  Edward  the  Black  Prince  in  his  warlike  tour,  which  so 
triumphantly  ended  with  the  battle  of  Cressy.     Sir  E.  Hicka 
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displayed  such  valour  at  that  memorable  battle,  that  in 
consequence  of  his  having  taken  a  standard  from  the  enemy,  the 
king  gave  him  three ^wra  de  Ik  for  his  armorial  bearings,  and 
ereated  him  a  knight  banneret.  His  descendant,  John  Hicks, 
settled  at  Tortworth,  in  this  county,  where  he  died  in  1486, 
and  his  estate  devolved  to  Eobert  Hicks,  of  London,  who  had 
three  sons,  Michael,  Francis,  and  Baptist.  The  fxxmi&t  of  these; 
who  died  in  1612,  purchased  ^the  Witcomb  Manor,  which  has 
since  been  possessed  by  his  descendants,  all  of  whom  have  been 
intimately  connected  with  this  town.  His  brother.  Baptist 
Hicks,  who  was  knighted  by  James  I.  in  1620,  and  created 
Viscount  Campden  by  Charles  L,  purchased  the  Cheltenham 
Bectory.  He  was  a  man  of  great  enterprise,  and  accumulated 
considerable  wealth.  He  built  Hicks  Hall,  in  London,  and  a 
mansion  at  Campden,  in  this  county,  of  a  very  remarkable 
character.  Its  site  covered  eight  acres  of  ground.  It  had  four 
fronts,  and  a  large  dome  issued  from  the  roof,  which  was  lighted 
during  the  night,  and  formed  a  guide  to  the  weary  traveller. 
The  building  of  this  princely  abode  cost  Sir  B.  Hicks  £30,000, 
yet  it  was  all  destroyed  by  its  owner  during  the  civil  wars,  that 
it  might  not  form  a  garrison  for  Oliver  Cromwell's  troops — an 
act  to  be  lamented,  for  the  house  was  never  approached  by 
insurgents.  The  eld^  brother  of  Sir  Baptist  waa  Micha^ 
Hicks,  who  was  an  eminent  lawyer,  and  became  secretary  to  the 
Lord  Burleigh.  He  received  the  honour  of  knighthood  in  1612. 
His  SOD,  William,  was  created  a  baronet  by  James  I.  in  1619,  and 
was  a  warm  partizan  of  that  monarch  during  the  period  of  the 
rebellion.  He  died  in  1680,  leaving  issue,  two  sons,  William 
and  Michael,  who  were  knighted  in  their  infancy  by  Charles  11. 
Sir  William,  knight  and  baionet,  died  in  1703,  having  issue — 
Henry  and  Charles.  Sir  Henry  died  in  1754,  leaving  two  sons^ 
Eobert  and  Michael.  The  latter  died  unmarried  in  1764,  and 
Sh?  Eobert  in  1768,  without  issue.  The  title  was  next  enjoyed 
by  Sir  John  B^tist  Hicks,  the  son  of  Charles,  who  dying 
without  issue  in  1791,  was  succeeded  by  Sir  Howe  Hicksj 
grandson  of  Sir  MichaeL  Upon  the  death  of  Sir  Howe,  the 
title  and  estate  devolved  to  Sir  William  Hicks,  Bark,  who  died 
on  October  23,  1834,  at  the  age  of  82.  His  daughter.  Lady 
Cromie,  resides  at  the  ancient  mansion  at  Witcomb,  six  miles 
from  Cheltenham — a  locality  the  most  charming  that  can  be 
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oonceired,  and  which  comprehends  a  routine  of  motmtain  and 
Tale  scenery,  little  inferior  to  any  landscape  view  in  fair  Italy. 
Sir  WiUiam  was  succeeded  by  Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach,  Bart., 
M.P.  for  the  county,  who  died  in  18&4.  "  The  late  baronet  was 
grandson  of  Michael  Hicks,  second  sou  of  Sir  Howe  Hioks,  who 
assumed  the  surname  of  Beach  upon  marrying,  in  1779, 
Henrietta  Maria,  only  daughter  of  W.  Beach,  Esq., of  Nertheravon. 
Their  son,  Michael  Beach,  born  in  1780,  married,  26th  January, 
1809,  Caroline  Jane,  eldest  daughter  of  W.  Mount,  Esq.,  of 
Wasing  Place,  Berks.  To  them  was  bora,  in  1 809,  Michael 
Hicks,  the  late  baronet,  who  had  consequently,  when  he  died> 
but  just  completed  his  45th  year.  Sir  Michael  married> 
14th  August,  1832,  Harriett  Yittoria,  daughter  of  John 
Stratton,  Esq.,  of  Northamptonshire,  by  whom  he  leaves 
Sir  Michael  Edward,  bom  2Srd  October,  1837,  the  present 
baronet,  and  a  family  of  six  other  children,  one  son  and  five 
daughters."   {Cheltenham  Bxammer^  Dec.  6,  1864). 

Sir  Baptist  Hicks,  Bart.,  who  was  so  long  connected  with  the 
Impropriate  Kectory  of  Cheltenham,  was  thrice  returned  Member 
of  Parliament  for  Tewkesbury.  In  Bennett's  History  of  that 
ancient  borough,  it  is  recorded  that  *'  Sir  Baptist  Hicks,  Bart.> 
that  mirror  of  his  time,  was  created  Yiscount  Campden  by 
Charles  I.,  in  1628.  He  was  a  great  mercer  in  London,  at  the 
accession  of  James  I.,  and  acquired  so  large  a  fortune,  principally 
by  supplying  the  courts  with  silks,  that  he  left  his  two  daughters 
jeiOO,000  each.  He  built  a  large  house  in  St.  John's  Street,  for 
the  Justices  of  Middlesex  to  hold  their  Sessions  in :  this„ 
although  it  is  now  demolished,  still  gives  to  the  sessions  house 
the  name  of  Hicks  Hall.  In  Campden  Church  is  a  stately  altar 
tomb,  on  a  raised  slab  of  black  marble,  with  the  effigies  recumbent 
of  Viscount  Campden  and  his  lady,  in  their  robes  of  state  and 
coronets.  The  canopy  is  supported  by  twelve  pillars,  of 
Egyptian  marble.  The  following  is  a  part  of  the  inscription  on 
one  of  the  tablets : — "  To  the  memory  of  her  dear  deceased 
husband,  Baptist  Lord  Hicks,  Yiscount  Campden,  born  of  a 
worthy  family  in  the  city  of  London,  who,  by  the  blessing  of 
God  on  his  ingenious  endeavours,  arose  to  an  ample  estate,  and 
to  the  aforesaid  degree  of  honour ;  and  out  of  those  blessings 
disposed  to  charitable  uses,  in  his  life  time,  a  large  portion,  to 
the  value  of  JB10,000,  who  lived  religiously,  virtuously,  and 
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generously,  to  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years,  and  died  Oct.  18, 
1629."  His  lordship  left,  by  will,  considerable  property  to 
charitable  purposes,  particularly  to  the  poor  of  Tewkesbury, 
Campden,  and  places  adjacent. 


THE    SKILLICORNE    FAMILY. 

At  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the  Parish  Church, 
Grammar  School,  Alms  House,  two  markets,  a  few  inns  and 
straggling  houses,  denoted  the  High  Street.  The  native  stream 
of  the  Chelt  passed  by ;  and  one  pump,  or  "  common  fountain," 
(as  the  manorial  books  record)  was  placed  in  the  centre,  for  the 
use  of  its  rural  inhabitants.  Without  the  line  of  this  main 
street  were  farms  and  pasture  lands,  with  all  the  accompaniments 
of  a  rustic  life.  The  "  church  stile"  across  the  mead  led  to  a 
miry  lane,  bounded  by  a  brook  overshadowed  with  trees.  On 
the  opposite  side  of  the  rivulet  a  green  field  might  be  seen, 
where  nature  revelled  unadorned  save  by  the  hay  stack  and  farm 
stead.  Beneath  a  sandy  surface,  a  thick  blue  clay  was  exposed 
to  view,  and  a  spring  of  water  oozed  out,  which  spread  itself 
a  few  yards  upon  the  ground,  and  then  was  evaporated  by  the 
heat  of  the  sun,  leaving  salt  crystals  behind,  as  if  to  mark  its 
course.  Flocks  of  pigeons  came  daily,  as  well  as  the  cattle  of 
the  farmers,  to  drink  at  this  alkaline  well.  At  length  its  curious 
particles  scattered  on  the  earth,  attracted  attention,  and  its 
medicinal  virtues  were  made  known.  It  was  then  circumscribed 
by  a  kind  of  mound,  surrounded  by  a  rude  fence,  and  a  small 
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^ked  thrown  over  it.  Such  was  Cheltenham  south  of  the  Old 
Church,  in  1716.  And  what  is  the  condition  of  the  same 
ground  in  this  the  nineteenth  century? — It  is  covered  with 
stately  mansions,  elegant  villas,  groups  of  terraces,  as  repre- 


sented in  our  sketches,  spas,  and  ornamented  with  its 
Promenade  of  lofty  elm  trees,  pronounced  by  Moreau  to  be 
"the  most  beautiful  artificiid  walk  in  England."  Where 
was  once  the  rude  team  driven  by  the  whistling  carter 
along  an  almost  impassable  road,  is  now  a  beautiful  drive,  upon 
which  the  equippage  of  the  great  and  wealthy  hourly  appears. 
Whence  this  change  and  wonderful  transformation  in  Uttle  more 
then  a  century  of  time  ?  By  whose  aid  and  help  was  the  farm 
yard  supplanted,  and  the  fashionable  promenade  substituted  in 
its  stead  P — It  was  the  work  of  an  individual,  whose  name  and 
family  pedigree  we  here  record.  We  trust  that  it  may  be  the 
means  of  perpetuating  the  memory  of  one  to  whom  the  town  at 
large  stands  so  deeply  indebted.  The  mineral  waters  had  been 
discovered,  but  it  required  a  man  with  spirit  and  enterprise  to 
make  the  world  acquainted  with  the  fact.  There  lay  the  treasure 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  surrounded  by  unapproachable  roads^ 
and  used  by  the  rude  population,  or  conveyed  away  to  distant 
villages  by  the  uncultivated  carrier  on  his  horse  and  pillion. 
These  almost  untoward  circumstances  seemed  to  present  unsur- 
mountable  obstacles  to  any  change,  but  they  were  all  overcome 
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hj  the  indomitabie  perseverance  of  Captain  Henry  Skillicome. 
This  noble  minded  man  first  came  to  the  town  (whose  fortunes 
he  so  improved)  in  1738,  The  ground  which  contained  the 
spring  of  water,  was  the  property  of  a  Mr.  Mason,  whose 
daughter  Captain  Skillicome  had  married.  Upon  that  gentle- 
man's death,  the  Captain,  who  was  residing  at  Bristol,  became, 
in  right  of  his  wife,  the  owner.  Upon  his  settlement  in 
Cheltenham  he  turned  bis  attention  to  his  estate,  and  commenced 


and  perfected  those  improvements,  which  will  for  ever  identify 
his  name  with  our  local  history.  He  laid  out  the  Old  WeU 
walks,  planned  the  roads  and  drives  around,  and  planted  that 
stately  row  of  elm  trees  which  have  been  so  much  admired  by 
visitors.  These  beautiful  elms  have  now  withstood  the  rude 
blast  for  nearly  a  century ;  and  beneaih  their  shady  repose  many 
an  invalid  has  enjoyed  the  invigorating  breeze  and  shelter  from 
the  summer's  heat. 

**  Hear  nature's  voice,  and  share  in  her  delights ; 
To  taste  pure  joy  she  every  one  invites, 
To  every  sense  has  she  not  oater'd  well  ? 
Are  not  her  pleasures  more  than  tongue  can  tell  ? 
Choo»e  ye  the  shade  ?  my  anrient  walk  will  suit ; 
With  which  for  rivalship  who  will  di^iute  ? 
Its  towr'ing  elms  their  leafy  heads  display, 
And  quite  exclude  the  sultry  heat  of  day. 
When  at  my  earliest  fount,  you  turning  trace 
The  vista's  length,  see  with  what  pleasing  grace. 
It  seems  to  finish  with  that  time  worn  Sf  ire, 
A  termination  doubtless  you  admire." 


gitized  by  Google 


THE    SKILLICORNE    FAMILY.  127 

"Captain  SkilKcorne  planted  tbose  noble  elms  which  now 
adorn  the  Upper  and  Lower  Walks  of  the  Old  Spa,  and  which 
excite  the  admiration  of  every  visitor.  I  honour  the  compre- 
hensive mind,  that,  like  John  Evelyn  in  his  rambles,  saw  th« 
gkmt  oak  in  the  tiny  aconi,  which  he  planted  as  he  strolled 
along  ;  and  I  never  repose  mider  the  shade  of  these  stately  trees, 
which  overarch  the  wide  promenade  leading  to  the  Royal  Old 
Well,  but  I  invoke  a  blessing  on  his  memory,  and  murmur  to 
the  whispering  leaves  a  sufferer's  gratitude."  (Letters  on 
Cheltenham). 

Captain  Skillicome  erected  a  pump  room,  rooms  over  the 
different  wells  that  he  formed,  and  ultimately  established  the 
first  Spa.  He  lived  to  the  patriarchal  age  of  84  years.  In 
twenty-five  years  after  he  had  passed  away,  his  labours  were 
justly  appreciated  by  royalty,  when  George  the  Third  and 
members  of  the  royal  family  drank  of  those  waters  which  he  had 
been  the  means  of  making  known,  and  the  result  has  been  ever 
siuce  a  progressive  population,  whidi  has  now  reached  to  40,000  1 
He  was  indeed  a  remarkable  man.  The  manuscripts  which 
exist  in  his  handwriting,  and  which  we  have  frequently  quoted, 
have  afforded  us  most  valuable  information  in  preparing  our 
work  for  the  press.  Captain  Skillicome  died  in  1763,  and  the 
work  of  improvement  which  he  commenced  was  carried  on  by 
his  descendant,  WiUiam  Skillicome,  Esq.,  who  was  gathered  to 
his  fathers  in  1 803.  This  gentleman  erected  the  late  Bay's 
Hill  House,  which  was  the  residence  of  King  George  the  Third 
during  his  visit,  and  of  which  we  give  a  beautiful  illustration  in 
our  frontispiece.  He  let  it  on  lease  to  the  Earl  of  Fauconberg, 
which  accounts  for  its  havmg  been  called  Fauconberg  Lodge  ; 
and  that  nobleman  placed  this  mansion  at  His  Majesty's 
disposal.  The  King  was  so  pleased  with  the  fine  situation,  that  he 
built  additional  rooms  at  his  own  expense.  Wm.  Skillicome,  Esq., 
died  unmarried,  and  his  sister  Elizabeth  married  the  Rev.  Thos. 
Njftsh,  D.D.,  Rector  of  Salford,  Oxon.  The  issue  of  this  marriage 
was  three  daughters  and  one  son — the  Rev.  Richard  Skillicome 
Nash,  B.A.,  who  held  the  same  rectory  as  his  father.  This 
divine  was  the  heir  to  the  family  estates,  which  he  inherited 
under  the  wi!l  of  William  Skillicome,  Esq.,  and  henceforth  took 
the  name  of  Skillicome.  The  Rev.  R.  S.  N.  Skillicome  married 
Anna  Maria  Ballinger,  only  daughter  of  William  Ballinger,Esq., 
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of  Cheltenham,  and  had  issue,  two  daughters  and  one  son,  the 
present  William  Nash  SkiUicorne,  Esq.,  Magistrate  and  Deputy 
Lieutenant  of  the  county.  This  gentleman,  like  his  ancestor, 
Captain  Skillicorne,  has  effected  some  most  beneficial  changes 
on  the  estate.  The  ground  which  surrounded  the  King's 
residence  had  all  the  appearance  of  a  country  field,  and  its  grove 
and  rows  of  oak  trees,  and  foot  paths  and  rude  stiles  yet  live 
in  the  memory  of  many.  This  rural  drive  is  now  converted 
into  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  valuable  estates  on  the  south 
side  of  the  town,  and  known  as  the  Bays  Hill  Estate.  It  com- 
mences at  the  Royal  Old  Wells  and  extends  to  the  boundaries 
of  Lansdown  and  the  Gloucester  road.  It  is  covered  with  the 
mansions  of  the  wealthy,  and  the  taste  of  the  architect  has  been 
developed  in  the  order  and  varietv  of  the  style  of  building.  It 
is  now  one  of  the  most  fashionable  localities,  and  the  property 
of  the  highest  value.  To  the  present  family  representative, 
W.  N.  Skillicorne,  Esq.,  we  are  indeb:ed  for  this  great  improve- 
ment. He  it  was  who  first  planned  and  devised  the  laying  out 
of  the  ground  which  has  now  become  an  ornament  to  our  beautiful 
town.  Mr.  Skillicorne  also  takes  a  great  interest  in  all  local 
institutions  of  a  benevolent  nature,  takes  an  active  part,  and 
bestows  his  patronage  upon  whatever  is  promoted  to  advance 
the  interest  of  the  town  at  large.  Miss  Skillicome  married  the 
Eev.  J.  Bricknell,  rector  of  Enysham,  in  Oxfordshire. 

James  Fallon,  Esq.,  barrister  at  law,  is  a  collateral  relative 
(having  married  Miss  Skillicorne,  Mrs.  Bricknell*s  sister,  and 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  R.  Skillicorne),  and  like  the  family  to 
which  he  is  allied,  he  takes  an  active  part  in  promoting  every 
movement  set  on  foot  for  benefitting  the  town  in  which  he 
resides.  During  his  occupancy  of  Bays  Hill  house  he  was 
honoured  with  a  visit  from  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  in 
1885,  and  conducted  the  Duke  through  all  the  apartments 
occupied  by  his  royal  parent,  George  III.  The  Duke  took  a 
deep  interest  in  every  object  that  was  allied  to  the  King's 
memory. 

The  memory  of  a  man  like  Captain  Skillicome,  who  has  done 
so  much  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  locality,  deserves  to  be 
for  ever  kept  up.  The  influence  which  he  exercised  induced  one 
of  his  descendants  to  order  in  his  will  that  his  executors  should 
erect  a  monument  to  him,  and  the  desirable  object  was  carried 
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mto  effSect.  It  is  situated  in  the  Pansh  Church,  not  far  from  the 
pulpit,  and  is  a  well  executed  large  white  marble  tablet.  In  a 
historical  point  of  view,  the  inscription  is  of  the  highest  value, 
by  supplying  dates  and  particulars  that  tend  to  elucidate  the 
modern  History  of  Cheltenham.  We  here  transcribe  it  verbatim, 
with  the  assurance  that  the  reader  will  feel  how  deep  a  debt  of 
gratitude  we  owe  to  the  subject  of  the  memorial. 

"  In  memory  of  Captain  Henry  Skillicorne,  born  at  Kirk 
Lonnon,  in  the  Isle  of  Mann,  in  1678,  taught  by  Dr.  Wilson, 
bishop,  and  justly  called  the  good  bishop  of  that  island.  When 
young  he  went  to  sea,  and  was  many  years  in  the  employ  of  and 
concerned  -with  Jacob  Elton,  Esq.,  merchant,  in  Bristol,  whose 
relation,  Sarah  Goldsmith,  of  that  city,  he  married.  She  dyed 
in  childbed  with  two  children.  He,  in  1731,  married  Elizabeth 
Mason,  then  of  Bristol,  daughter  of  William  Mason,  of  Chelt- 
enham) gentlemen,  by  Margaret  Surman,  daught^  of  John 
Surman,  of  Treddington,  in  this  county.  Esq,  He,  quiting  the 
sea  after  forty  years  service,  they  resided  together  some  years  at 
Bristol,  and  in  1738  came  to  live  upon  their  estate  in  this  town, 
where  he  gave  his  mind  to  encrease  the  knowledge  and  extend 
the  use  of  Cheltenham  Spa,  which  became  his  property.  He 
found  the  Old  Spring  open  and  exposed  to  the  weather.  He 
made  the  well  there  as  it  now  is,  made  the  walks  and  planted 
the  trees  of  the  upper  and  lower  Parades,  and  by  conduct  in- 
genious and  manners  attentive,  he  with  the  aid  of  many  worthy 
^  persons  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood,  brought  this  most 
salutary  Water  to  just  estimation  and  extensive  use,  and  ever 
presiding  with  esteem  in  the  walks,  saw  it  visited  with  benefit  by 
the  greatest  persons  of  the  age,  as  so  established  its  reputation, 
that  his  most  gracious  Mfgesty  King  Greorge  the  Third,  with  his 
most  amiable  Queen  Cbaiiottee,  and  the  Princess  Boyal  Augusta 
and  Elizabeth,  their  daughters,  visited  it,  drinking  the  waters, 
and  residing,  from  the  12th  July  to  the  16th  August,  both 
inclusive,  1788,  in  the  Lodge  House,  built  by  William  Skilli- 
corne, the  proprietor  thereof,  and  of  the  Spa,  son  of  Captain 
Skilliccmie,  on  his  Bays  Hill,  near  thereto,  for,  and  tlien,  and 
now  in  Lease  to  the  Bight  Honourable  Eari  Fanconberg,  who, 
feoeiving  benefit  from  thk  water,  ibr  many  years  spread  its  good 
name.  Wm.  Miller,  Esq.,  the  tenant  of  tin  Spa,  and  others  of 
the  town,  erected  new  baildings,  paved,  deanscd,  and  lighted 
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the  street,  encouraged  by  the  gentiemen  of  the  neighbourliooil 
making  new  roads.  The  King  discorered  the  New  Spring  like 
the  Old,  which  his  Majesty  steaned  and  secured,  and  built 
Seventeen  Booms  at  the  Lodge  House  at  his  own  expense,  and 
graciously  gave  to  Mr.  Skillicome,  in  whose  ground,  near  the 
House,  it  was,  at  the  instance  of  £arl  Fauconbei^.  Captain 
Skillicome  was  buried  the  ISih  October,  1763,  with  his  sob 
Henry,  by  his  last  wife,  at  the  west  door  on  the  inside  of  this 
church,  aged  84  years,  he  was  an  excellent  sea  man  of  tiyed 
courage.  He  visited  most  of  the  great  trading  ports  of  the 
Mediterranean,  up  the  Archipelago,  Morea,  and  Turkey,  Spain, 
Portugal,  and  Venice,  and  several  of  the  North  American  ports, 
Philadelphia,  and  Boston,  and  Holland,  and  could  do  businese 
in  seven  tongues.  He  was  of  great  regularity  and  probity,  and 
so  temperate  as  never  to  have  been  once  intoxicated.  Eeligious 
without  hypocrisy,  grave  without  austerity,  of  a  cheerful  con- 
versation without  levity,  a  kind  husband  and  tender  father. 
Tall,  erect,  robust,  and  active.  From  an  ill  treated  wound,  while 
a  prisoner,  after  tm  engagement  at  sea,  he  became  a  strict  valetu- 
dinarian. He  lived  and  died  an  honest  man.  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Skillicome,  a  Quaker,  was  buried  in  the  Quaker's  Grave  Yard, 
upon  the  14  April,  1779,  a  virtuous  woman,  a  good  wife,  and 
tender  mother.  William  Skillicome,  Esq.,  died  April  12,  1 803, 
aged  66  years." 


THE  JSNNBB  FAMILY 

Dr.  Jenner,  the  celebrated  discoverer  of  vaccination,  resided  for 
many  years  in  Cheltenham,  aid  his  family  have  been  connected 
with  the  county  for  nearly  two  centuries.  This  great  philan- 
thropist, who  discovered  the  means  of  preventing  the  spread  of 
a  life-destroying  disease,  was  bom  at  Berkeley,  on  May  17, 1749, 
died  on  Jan.  26,  1823,  at  the  age  of  74,  and  was  buried  at 
Berkeley  Church.  **  It  is  worthy  of  remark,"  says  Dr.  Fosbroke, 
"  that  the  house  which  Dr.  Jenner  inhabited  on  his  first  settling 
in  Cheltenham  is  situated  opposite  a  dmg  shop,  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  High- street,  then  considered  a  capital,  now  an  inferior 
residence.'*  Afterwards  he  resided  at  No.  8,  St.  George's-pkce. 
For  some  years  he  was  the  sole  physician  of  note  in  the  town. 
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Dr.  Jenner  was  one  of  the  original  Commissioners  named  in  the 
Cheltenham  Improvement  Act  of  1821.  He  was  also  a  local 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  To  the  late  Dr.  Barron  of  Cheltenham, 
the  world  is  indebted  for  one  of  the  best  memoirs  of  the  great 
philanthropist.  The  work  was  published  in  two  volumes,  and 
contained  his  private  correspondence.  From  the  close  intimacy 
which  subsisted  between  the  author  and  Dr.  Jenner,  the  every 
day  life  of  the  latter  is  amply  revealed.  The  life  of  Dr.  Jenner 
is  the  history  of  an  amiable  being,  whose  sphere  was  amid  the 
creations  of  nature  and  the  pursuits  of  a  benignant  and  placid 
philosophy — a  gentle  spirit  full  of  tranquil  thoughts  and  tem- 
perate impulses.  In  establishing  the  cause  of  vaccination.  Dr. 
Jenner  showed  the  wisdom  of  one  well  versed  in  the  disposition 
of  men,  and  the  knowledge  of  such  modes  of  conviction  as  arc 
most  acceptable  to  the  human  mind. 

In  1 824,  a  marble  statue,  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Jenner,  was 
erected  in  Gloucester  Cathedral.    It  is  situate  at  the  West  end  ©f 
the  nave,  and  is  the  first  object  that  meets  the  eye  upon  entering 
the  edifice.     It  was  executed  by  Siever  of  London,  and  is  stated 
by  Chantry  to  be,  "among  the   modem  monuments   of  the 
Church,  the  first  in  distinction  and  merit."     The  Doctor  is  re- 
presented in  the  gown  of  his  Oxford  degree,  which  gives  a  fine 
display  of  drapery,  and   adds  height   and  dignity  to  the  figure. 
In  his  right   hand  he  holds  a  scroll ;  and  in  his  left  the  appro- 
priate academic  cap.     The  whole  figure  is  beautifully  distin- 
guished by  classical  elegance  and  simplicity.     The  statue  is  seven 
feet   in   height,  placed  upon  a  pedestal  and  base  of  eight  feet. 
Upon  the  die  of  the  pedestal  is  simply  inscribed  "  Edward 
Jenner,"   with  the  time  and  place  of  his  birth  and  death; 
eulogium  being  an  unnecessary  accompaniment  to  a  name  which 
is  never  breathed  but  with  blessings,  and  which  has  won  its  way 
into  the  remotest  rorner  of  the  habitable  globe. 

A  glass  memorial  window  has  also  been  now  added  to  the  list 
of  testimonials.  The  Crystal  Palace  displays  a  beautifully 
executed  plaster,  and  the  streets  of  London  a  bronze  statue,  of 
colossal  dimensions,  of  Dr.  Jenner,  designed  by  William  Calder 
Marshall,  A  R.A. 

The  family  of  the  great  philanthropist  had  long  been  con- 
nected with  the  county.  The  first  known  ancestor  is  buried  at 
Standish  Church,  in  this  county,  and  from  the  inscription  on  the 
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monument,  it  appears  that  he  died  Dec.  16,  1667,  at  the  age  of 
56.  From  this  person  the  pedigree  commences,  and  continues 
iieriatim  to  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch.  The  next 
descendant  was  Stephen  Jenner,  who  was  born  at  Slimbridge, 
and  was  buried  there  in  1727.  At  this  village  the  family  con- 
tinued to  reside  for  a  number  of  years,  and  the  greater  portion 
of  them  are  buried  in  the  Church.  The  Rev.  S.  Jenner,  M.A., 
of  Pembroke  College,  Oxford,  Vicar  of  Berkeley,  and  Rector  of 
Rockha'mpton,  who  died  in  1754,  married  the  daughter  of  the 
prebendary  of  Bristol,  and  sister  to  the  Rev.  H.  Head,  M.A., 
Rector  of  Cranford,  and  Br.  Head,  the  Master  of  Saint 
Catherine's  Hospital,  London,  and  had  issue  a  numerous  family, 
some  of  whom  will  be  noticed.  The  Rev.  S.  Jenner,  B.D.,  was 
Rector  of  Tittleton,  Wilts,  and  many  years  perpetual  curate  of 
Stone.  He  died  in  1797,  distinguished  alike  for  his  learning 
and  benevolence.  Gardner,  in  his  •*  Miscellanies,^*  thus  pour- 
trays  his  character : — **  He  was  a  man  of  excellent  good  sense, 
of  a  retired  turn  of  mind ;  but  which  never  prevented  the 
exercise  of  the  very  liberal  and  generous  virtues  of  his  heart. 
The  most  shining  part  of  his  character  was  a  quiet  amiable 
,  modesty,  which  shrunk  from  everything  bearing  the  most  distant 
resemblance  to  ostentation ;  for  nature  seemed  to  have  formed 
him  for  the  uniform  practice  of  that  Divine  religion  whose 
revelation  he  sincerely  believed.  His  critical  observations  were 
peculiarly  penetrative  and  judicious;  and  his  learning  and 
general  abilities,  were  much  greater  than  his  modesty  would 
permit  him  to  display."  The  Rev.  H'enry  Jenner,  M.A.,  who 
died  in  1798,  was  chaplain  to  the  Earl  of  Aylesbury;  he  had  a 
a  son,  a  person  of  eminence  in  the  army,  who  was  unfortunatcdy 
shipwrecked  off  the  Island  of  Portland,  Nov.  18,  1796,  on  his 
way  to  the  West  Indies.  In  a  narrative  of  the  event  by  Mrs. 
Charlotte  Smith,  8  vol.  1796,  it  is  said  that  "  Lieutenant  Jenner 
was  the  representative  of  an  ancient  and  much  respected  family 
in  Gloucestershire.  He  had  been  many  years  a  lieutenant  of 
marines,  but  had  engaged  in  Colonel  Whitelock's  regiment,  on 
the  promise  of  a  company  which  his  long  services  entitled  him 
to.  He  possessed  all  those  engaging  and  manly  qualities  which 
belong  to  the  gentleman,  the  soldier,  and  the  friend ;  and  it  may 
with  truth  be  said,  that  he  was  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him." 
Henry  Jenner,  M.D.  and  F.L.S.,  who   died  in  1798,  was  pro- 
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vincial  grand  master  of  the  Freemasons  for  the  city  of  BristoL 
His  daoghter  married  the  Eev.  W.  Davis,  Bector  of  Eastington. 
Their  youngest  child  was  the  celebrated  Edward  Jenner,  F.R.S. 
and  M.D.,  who,  1788,  married  Catherine,  daughter  of  Robert 
Fitzhardinge  Kingsoote,  Esq.,  of  ELingscote. 

"  In  the  list  of  discoyeries  and  inventions  for  the  relief  of 
soffering  humanity,  no  man  can  overlook  the  world-wide  debt  of 
gratitude  owed  by  mankind  to  Dr.  Jenner,  the  first  to  apply  the 
discovery  of  vaccination  to  the  mitigation  of  that  awful  pest,  the 
smallpox,  by  which  millions,  in  former  days,  were  hurried  to  their 
graves.  I  will  not  call  him  the  inventor — he  did  a  better  thing 
for  us — he  made  use  of  the  discovery,  and  taught  us  how  to 
apply  it ;  and  as  long  as  the  world  stands,  I  believe  the  name  of 
Jenner  will  he  remembered  not  only  in  England,  but  all  over  the 
world. — (Rev.  S.  Lysons). 

Dr.  Jennee. —  [n  his  latter  years  he  was  not  a  very  early 
riser ;  but  he  always  spent  some  part  of  his  time  in  his  study 
before  he  appeared  at  the  breakfast  table.  When  in  London 
and  at  Cheltenham,  he  generally  assembled  his  scientific  and 
literary  friends  aroimd  him  at  this  hour.  Some  came  for  the 
pleasure  of  his  conversation ;  sorae  to  receive  instruction  in  the 
history  and  practice  of  Taccination.  In  the  country,  where  his 
guests  were  generally  his  own  immediate  connexions  or  his 
intimate  friends,  the  originality  of  his  character  came  out  in  the 
most  engaging  manner.  He  almost  always  brought  some  in- 
tellectual offering  to  the  morning  repast.  A  new  fact  in  natural 
history,  a  fossil,  or  some  of  the  results  of  his  meditations,  supplied 
materials  for  conversation;  but,  in  default  of  these,  he  would 
produce  an  epigram,  or  a  fugitive  jeu  d'esprit ;  and  did  not 
disdain  even  a  puu  when  it  oame  in  bis  way.  His  mirth  and 
gaiety,  except  when  under  the  pressure  of  domestic  calamity  or 
bodily  illness,  never  long  forsook  him ;  and  even  in  his  old  age, 
^e  facility  with  which  he  adapted  his  conversation  and  his 
manners  to  the  most  juvenile  of  his  associates  was  truly  interest- 
ing. To  have  seen  and  heard  him  at  &uch  times  one  could 
hardly  believe  that  he  was  advanced  in  years,  or  these  years  had 
been  crowded  with  events  so  iri>portant.  —  Barons  Life  of 
Jenner,        ' 

Charles  James  Fox. — The  celebrated  Charles  James  Fox, 
during  a  residence  at  Cheltenham,  had  frequent  intercouse  with 
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Jenner.  His  mind  had  been  a  good  deal  poisoned  as  to  the 
character  of  cow-pox  by  his  family  physician,  Moseley.  In  his 
usual  playful  and  engaging  manner,  he  said  one  day  to  Jenner, 
"  Pray,  Dr.  Jenner,  tell  me  of  this  cow-pox  that  we  have  heard 
so  much  about : — What  is  it  like  ?"  "  Why,  it  is  exactly  like 
the  section  of  a  pearl  on  a  rose  leaf."  This  comparison,  which 
is  not  less  remarkable  for  its  accuracy  than  for  its  poetic  beauty, 
struck  Mr.  Fox  very  forcibly.  He  laughed  heartily,  and  praised 
the  simile. 

The  first  manifestation  of  that  talent  which  was  afterwards  so 
pre-eminently  conspicuous,  was  in  a  series  of  papers  read  to  the 
members  of  the  Koyal  Society,  more  especially  on  the  habits  of  the 
cuckoo,  a  bird  whose  characteristics  were  before  unknown.  After 
a  cautious  examination  of  the  disease  called  cow-pox,  which 
was  particularly  prevalent  in  this  country  among  the  cows,  Dr. 
Jenner  discovered  that  the  inoculation  of  persons  with  this 
disease  was  a  preventative  to  the  ravages  of  small-pox.  He 
tried  the  experiment,  and  the  result  fully  established  his  fame, 
and  has  spread  blessings  on  a  large  portion  of  the  civilized 
world.  Dr.  Jenner  made  known  this  important  discovery  with 
all  the  simplicity  and  modesty  which  ever  mark  the  man  of 
merit ;  he  sought  not  riches  for  his  trouble,  but  finding  it  would 
benefit  the  human  race,  freely  made  it  known,  and  the  only  public 
emolument  he  received  was  a  small  parliamentary  grant.  To 
record  on  the  tomb  that  he  was  the  inventor  of  vaccine  inocu- 
lation is  enough  permanently  to  designate  him  to  future  ages  as 
the  greatest  contributor  to  the  physical  interests  of  mankind,  in 
this  or  any  other  country.  No  antecedent  improvement  in  medi- 
cine can  rank  in  direct  utility  with  this  single  one.  In  every 
quarter  of  the  globe  where  it  has  been  actively  disseminated,  it 
has  effected  an  immense  saving  in  the  destruction  of  human 
life,  and  of  human  suffering  and  deformity.  In  our  Eastern 
and  Western  colonies,  and  all  over  the  continent  of  America,  the 
sraall-pox  has  been  universally  checked.  In  the  European 
nations  of  Russia,  France,  Prussia,  Austria,  Sweden,  and 
Holland,  the  small-pox  is  nearly  extinct.  The  solid  basis  upon 
which  vaccination  now  rests,  leaves  not  a  doubt  of  its  ultimate 
success  in  liberating  mankind  from  a  physical  evil  of  the 
greatest  and  most  horrible  description,  and  produces  the  convic- 
tion that  the  acumen  of  Dr.  Jenner's  reputation    is   now  bu 
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idcipient,  anxl  tbat  at  its  highest  it  will  stand  elevated  and 
unrivalled  amongst  ancient  and  modern  contribations  to  the 
good  of  humanity.  An  Institution  was  established  some  years 
since  in  London,  with  a  view  to  carry  out  the  benevolent  inten- 
tions of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  under  the  title  of  the 
"  Eoyal  Jennerian  Institution." 

There  is  a  summer  house  on  (Jleeve  Hill,  in  the  midst  of  a  wood, 
which  Dr.  Jenner  used  to  visit  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the 
vaccine  from  the  cows  belonging  to  the  farmers  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood. Alpha  House,  on  Bayshill,  was  also  used  by  the 
philanthropist  for  the  purpose  of  gratuitous  vaccination.  So 
strong  was  the  public  prejudice  at  the  first  introduction  of  this 
new  discovery,  that  the  premises  referred  to  were  for  a  long 
time  known  as  the  "  Pest  House."  This  residence  was  after- 
wards used  as  a  Seminary  by  Mr.  Wilderspin,  one  of  the  most 
zealous  promoters  of  lafftnt  Schools,  who  resided  there  for  a 
great  number  of  years.  It  is  now  occupied  by  Mr.  G.  Noriiian, 
the  proprietor  of  the  Cheltenham  Examiner, 

"  Few  persons  have  brought  their  talents  to  bear  with  more 
effect  in  promoting  the  health  and  life  and  vital  activity  of 
multitudes  of  human  beings,  in  almost  all  parts  of  the  civilized 
world,  than  the  immortal  Dr.  Jenner,  of  Berkeley,  in  this  county. 
His  career,  from  beginning  to  end,  was  one  undeviating  course 
of  study,  which  resulted  in  investigating  and  making  generally 
known  a  remedy  against  the  virulence  and  danger,  and  ulti- 
mately against  the  prevalence,  of  the  small  pox.  This  horrid 
disease,  we  all  know,  was  so  sudden  in  its  approach,  and  so 
deadly  and  disfiguring  in  its  usual  results,  as  to  occasion  a  general 
mortality  and  panic  wherever  it  was  not  speedily  and  skilfully 
counteracted,  like  a  complete  plague.  Dr.  Jenner,  by  degrees, 
and  after  years  of  anxious  meditation  and  actual  observation, 
applied  what,  from  an  early  period,  his  well-trained  genius  had 
led  him  to  consider  an  antidote  to  a  most  infectious  and  des- 
tructive malady.  '  In  attempting  to  unfold  character,  (writes 
his  able  historian,  the  late  eminent  Dr.  Baron,  of  this  city),  *  it  is 
not  less  instructive  than  it  is  interesting  to  find  in  the  private 
history  of  a  distinguished  Individual  the  successive  links  in  the 
ehain  of  events  by  which  it  pleased  Providence  to  conduct  hira 
to  that  eminence  where  shines  the  splendour  of  his  genius  and 
his  intellect.     This  progress,  in  the  case  of  Jenner,  can  luckily 
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be  delineated  with  much  aecuracy.  While  yet  a  youth,  and  just 
entering  on  his  elemenary  studies,  that  impression  was  made 
upon  his  mind  which  kud  the  foundation  of  all  his  future 
researches  respecting  vaccination ;  and  with  the  constancy  of  a 
character  fit^d  and  fashioned  for  great  achieyements,  it  was 
never  permitted  to  escape  from  his  consideration  till  it 
terminated  in  that  wonderful  discovery,  the  effects  of  which  all 
nations  have  enjoyed/  The  mind,  I  may  add,  which  always 
and  uninterruptedly  teemed  with  this  happy  discovery,  was  kept 
up  in  due  action  by  every  kind  of  analogous  study,  nor  was  it 
ever  allowed  to  grow  feeble  by  indolence,  nor  empirical  by 
experience  alone.  No ;  Dr.  Jenner  conjoined  study  and  experi- 
ence as  inseparable  companions,  being  both  together,  though  not 
apart,  productive  of  sound  and  rational  improvements.  And  he 
constantly  made  additions  to  his  stock  of  knowledge  and  general 
information,  as  subservient  to  his  grand  project,  the  exteubionof 
human  life  and  usefulness.  Tlras  he  studied  ornithology  and 
geology,  with  the  laws  of  physiology  and  pathology;  and  he  made 
himself  acquainted  with  the  classical  and  French  languages ; 
while  he  occasionally  relaxed  in  playing  on  the  flute,  and  in  taking 
a  leading  part  in  musical  entertainments.  These  various  pursuits, 
besides  his  medical  profession,  tended  to  draw  out  and  keep 
in  harmony  his  strong  intellectual  powers  in  a  right  direction, 
and  issued  in  forming  a  model  of  perpetual  admiration  for  literati 
of  every  class  to  imitate. 

"  As  a  man  may  be  known  from  his  companions,  so  Dr. 
Baron's  turn  of  mind  may  be  inferred  from  his  association  with  Dr. 
Jenner.  We  see  in  the  former,  as  well  as  in  the  latter,  a  mind 
enlarged  and  invigorated  by  daily  habits  of  thought  and  research. 
Dr.  Baron,  having  passed  through  school  and  college  with  credit 
and  distinction,  made  constant  progress  in  general  knowledge, 
as  well  as  in  professional  attainments ;  and  he  showed  his  multi- 
ferious  learning  in  his  publications,  and  particularly  in  his  life  of 
his  friend.  Dr.  Jenner.  He  may,  perhaps,  be  said  to  have  been 
a  medical  philosopher,  analysing  causes  as  well  as  observing 
results,  and  applying  inventive  remedies  in  difficult  cases,  where 
ordinary  prescriptions  would  not  be  likely  to  succeed.  In  prac- 
tical divinity,  too,  he  was  also  conversant;  and  with  the  aid  of  a 
good  understanding  be  made  a  name  worthy  of  a  British, 
physician,  which  this  neighbourhood,  and  even  distant  counties^ 
will  not  soon,  forget." — (Dr.  Claxson.) 
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For  seyeral  centuries,  a  family  of  the  name  of  Smith  haye 
been  residents  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood.  One  of  their 
number  was  the  Lay  Impropriator,  and  other  branches,  in  more 
modem  times,  haye  followed  the  medical  profession  and  the 
pursuit  of  merchandise.  The  more  recent  members  were 
located  at  the  ^'  Fleece,^  at  a  period  when  that  establishment 
made  little  pretentions  to  greatness.  The  house,  then,  was 
whitewashed  within  and  without.  Rudely  painted  letters 
on  the  sun-dried  shutter,  informed  the  passer-by  that  the 
landlord  followed  the  .joint  occupations  of  selling  "  Newmnrch 
and  Gwinnetts  Strong  Ale,"  and  practising  the  art  of  "  Whig 
and  Peruke  Maker." 

The  Fleece   Hotel,  in  the  High-street,  which,  when  viewed 


from  Henrietta  Street,  bears  etident  marks  of  haying  been 
erected  in  the  olden  time,  is  celebrated  on  account  of  its  former 
occupancy  by  several  members  of  the  Smith  family.  The  scene 
of  the  exploit  which  has  perpetuated  the  Smiths' renown,  lies  in 
the  parish  of  Deerburst,  but  a  few  miles  from  Cheltenham,  and 
the  axe,  the  instrument  which  brought  about  the  event,  for  many 
years  ornamented  the  walls  of  the  inn.  The  house  originally 
formed  the  conwnencement  of  a  solitary  lane  leading  to  » 
common  waste  called  the  Marshes,  and  now  bounded  by  the^ 
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mansion  of  the  late  Lord  Dunally.  A  rudely  carved  figure  of  a 
sheep  was  suspended  over  the  doorway ;  the  pure  stream  of  the 
Chelt  flowed  by,  and  stepping-stones  formed  a  communication 
with  the  neighbourhood.  In  those  days,  for  ever  past,  when  the 
Cots  wold  farmer,  on  his  slow*  pack-horse,  was  the  only  person 
who  could  be  called  an  "  arrival,"  the  Fleece  was  a  favourite 
place  of  resort.  It  was  as  celebrated  th^  as  a  rendezvous  for 
the  rustics  who  indulged  in  the  marvellous  tales  of  a  bygone 
age,  as  it  now  is  as  an  hotel  fitted  up  with  all  the  comforts  of 
civilization.  The  extraordinary  tale  which  has  identified  this 
house  with  the  past,  and  caused  "  mine  host"  to  be  treasured  up 
in  the  memory  of  many  an  old  inhabitant,  belongs  to  the  six- 
teenth century. 

In  the  palmy  days  of  Henry  VIII.,  an  enormous  sea-serpent 
was  washed  on  shore  at  the  overflowing  of  the  Severn,  and  soon 
became  a  great  grievance  around  Deerhurst,  by  poisoning  the 
inhabitants,  and  destroying  the  cattle.  So  serious  was  the 
annoyance  caused  by  the  monster,  that  at  length  the  people 
petitioned  the  king  for  relief,  aud  a  proclamation  was  issued, 
offering  a  reward  that  any  person  who  should  kill  the  serpent 
should  enjoy  an  estate  at  Walton-hill,  then  at  the  disposal  of 
the  crown.  This  was  a  great  stimulus  to  exertion,  and  many 
an  inhabitant,  both  rich  and  poor,  tried  their  hands  at  destroy- 
ing the  serpent,  but  without  success.  At  length,  a  labouring 
man,  named  Smith,  undertook  the  perilous  task,  and  by  adopting 
an  ingenious  yet  simple  stratagem,  succeeded.  He  placed  a 
large  quantity  of  milk  in  a  vessel,  and  having  secreted  it  in  a 
spot  where  the  animal  frequented,  the  serpent  gorged  it  up,  and 
then  stretched  himself  out  to  sleep  in  the  Bun,  with  his  scales 
ruffled  up.  Smith  thus  seeing  the  common  enemy  within  his 
power,  advanced  cautiously,  and  striking  between  the  scales  with 
his  axe,  cut  off  thefierpent's  head.  This  narrative  is  somewhat 
eonfirmed  by  the  fact,  that  the  estate  has  directly  succeeded  to 
the  present  descendant,  from  the  hero  of  the  story,  and  the  axe 
which  achieved  the  memorable  event  is  now  in  a  good  state  of 
preservation,  having  been  handed  down  from  father  to  son  as 
their  heir  loom.  These  events  are  not  to  be  wondered  at  when 
the  uncultivated  state  of  the  country,  four  centuries  ago,  are 
taken  into  consideration.  Local  records  bear  testimony  to  the 
iact,  that  various  parts  of  Gloucestershire  were  once  so  infested 
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with  poisonous  and  ravenous   animals,  that  a  local  tax  was 
instituted  in  order  to  enable  the  legislature  to  exterminate  them. 

The  following  aceount  of  a  visit  to  the  Fleece  appeared  in  the 
Cheltenham  Chronicle,  of  Nov.  23, 1809,  in  the  form  of  a  letter  to 
the  Editor : — "  Many  centuries  ago,  a  Monster  or  Fiery  Dragon, 
so  in^ted  the  neighbourhood  of  Deerhurst  Walton,  near  Comb 
Hill,  that  the  farmer  and  the  traveller,  passing  and  re-passing, 
found  it  of  so  dangerous  a  nature,  that  all  commercial  intercourse 
was  daily  at  an  end.  In  consequence  of  this  Serpentine  Sus- 
pension of  trade,  the  noble  Monarch  of  the  day  offered  a  con- 
siderable reward  for  the  destruction  of  the  enemy  ;  but  not. 
immediately  finding  a  hero  bold  enough  for  the  undertaking,  at 
last  made  it  known  by  Boyal  Proclaaation,  that  the  estate  on 
which  it  was  destroyed  would  descend  to  the  destroyer,  to  him 
and  to  his  heirs  for  ever.  A  man  at  last  named  Smith  under- 
took the  awful  task  of  annihilating  this  terriffic  reptile,  in 
which  he  succeeded  by  a  wise  and  well-concerted  stratagem. 
Having  been  informed  that  Mrs.  Smith,  widow  of  the  late  Mr. 
Smith,  of  the  Fleece,  had  in  her  possession  the  very  identical 
instrument  that  put  an  end  to  the  Dragon,  curiosity  led  me  to 
call  on  her  for  a  sight  of  it.  It  was  very  carefully  wrapped  in 
paper ;  gold  surely  never  formed  a  more  precious  relic." 

The  Smiths  were  direct  descendants  of  the  person  who  origi- 
nally achieved  this  marvellous  feat.  The  late  eminent  antiquarian, 
Mr.  Counsel,  the  author  of  the  "History  of  Gloucester," 
purchased  the  axe  of  Mrs.  Smith,  at  the  Fleece,  and  it  was 
4dded  to  that  gentleman's  celebrated  collection  of  local  anti- 
quities. He  was  of  opinion  that  the  ins^.rument,  from  its 
workmanship,  belonged  to  the  date  assigned  for  the  execution  of 
this  most  remarkable  deed- 

Rudgesays :— "  Tradition  has  handed  down  a  story  that  an 
estate  at  Walton-bill  was  formerly  granted  by  the  Crown  to  an 
ancient  proprietor  as  a  reward  for  having  killed  a  vast  serpent 
that  infested  the  country,  and  the  axe  with  which  the  beast  was 
killed  is  still  shown  (1803).  A  similar  tradition  prevails  in  the 
county  of  Durham,  where  the  represensative  of  Sir  E.  Blackett 
is  obliged  to  render  service  to  the  bishop,  on  his  first  coming 
into  the  couBty,  by  presenting  a  faulchion,  with  which  the 
ancestors  of  the  family  slew  a  monstrous  reptile ;  the  faulchion 
thus  presented  secures  the  possession  of  a  large  estate  held  by 
this  tenure."  , 
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That  romantic  and  beautiful  spot,  known  as  Hartl^  Bottom, 
which,  from  its  close  proximity  to  the  Seven  Springs,  is  so  much 
frequented,  has  also  its  serpent  associations : — **  In  the  church  at 
Cubberley,  are  the  recumbent  figures  of  a  Berkeley  and  his  wife, 
fourteenth  century,  1340.  This  knight  is  said  to  have  killed  a 
huge  serpent  which  infested  Hartley  Bottom." — (Gomonde). 


THE  NOETHWICK  FAMILY. 

Thirlestaine  House,  in  the  Bath*road,  near  the  Proprietary 
College,  will  for  ever  stand  distinguished  in  the  annals  of  local 
history.  It  was  for  years  a  source  of  attraction  to  pictorial 
connoiseurs,  and  the  paintings  and  articles  of  veriu,  which  once' 


were  contained  within  its  walls,  enjoyed  an  European  celebrity. 
In  magnitude,  as  well  as  in  its  architectural  details,  this  build- 
ing may  be  classed  first  among  the  private  mansions  in  the 
town.  It  was  built  and  designed  by  Mr.  Scott,  a  gentleman 
of  great  artistic  taste,  at  a  cost  of  £S0,000.  We  give  a  view  of 
the  noble  classic  pile,  which  may  be  justly  called  a  model  of 
Ionic  architecture.  In  the  centre  is  a  suberb  portico,  an  exact 
copy  of  the  celebrated  Temple  on  the  Ilissus  at  Athens.  The 
paintings  and  articles  of  vertu,  which  formerly  were  deposited  in 
this  noble  mansion,  occupied  the  entire  life  of  the  late  Lord 
Northwick    in  their  collection,  and  in  value  they  were  the 
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lai^st  in  England,  and  were  fireely  shown  to  the  visitor.  Of 
their  extent  and  valne,  we  can  form  a  correct  idea  from  the 
amount  which  they  realiaed  at  the  respected  nobleman's  decease. 
"  The  disposal  of  Lord  North  wick's  pictures,  collected  during  a 
life  extending  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  beyond  the  aver- 
age term  allotted  to  man,  occupied  eighteen  successive  days, 
attracted  buyers  or  buyers*  agents  from  all  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, and  reidized  a  sum  amounting  in  round  numbers  to  nearly 
£1 00,000.  So  extensive  a  collection  has  not  been  sold  for  many 
years.  The  residents  and  visitors  of  Cheltenham  knew  its  value, 
and  will  long  lament  its  unfortunate  dispersion.  The  galleries 
et  Thirlestaine  House  were  the  pride  of  Cheltenham.  They 
were  to  this  thriving  town  what  the  National  Gallery  is  to  the 
metropolis.  They  were  open  all  the  year  round  without  fee  or 
charge  of  any  kind,  and  their  liberal  owner  had  no  greater 
pleasure  than  that  of  knowing  that  his  pictures  drew  visitors  by 
the  hundred.  In  like  manner,  at  North  wick  Park,  near 
Campden,  his  lordship  had  built  a  spacious  gallery,  which  was 
never  closed  at  any  hour  of  the  day  to  the  public,  and,  being 
the  only  gallery  fcMr  many  miles  round,  was  greatly  vcdued  by 
all  the  neighbourhood.  Until  within  the  last  year  or  two  Lord 
Nortkwick  spent  much  of  his  time  every  day  among  his 
pictures,  and  took  great  delight  in  pointing  out  their  beauties  to 
any  intelligent  visitor  who  might  ask  permission  to  see  the 
collection.  He  had  a  kind  way  of  getting  into  conversation  with 
young  people,  and  would  explain  the  difference  between  one 
school  of  painting  and  another,  and  show  how  to  discern  the 
great  points  in  a  picture,  where  to  look  for  merits,  and  bow  to 
distingmsh  between  good  and  bad.  It  was  a  pride  and 
pleasure  to  him  to  know  that  either  at  Cheltenham  or  North- 
wick  Park  h»  treasures  were  appreciated  by  the  public.  Few 
men  of  his  rank  and  retired  habits  had  more  public  spirit.  Not 
his  pbtAinres  only,  but  his  whole  house  and  park  were  at  the 
service  of  the  pubHic.  They  who  have  firequ^ted  that  lovely 
spot  for  pic^nies  or  parties  of  pleasure  know  well  the  hospitality 
with  which  its  noble  owner  would  send  out  choice  fruit  or  other 
refiieshment  by  way  of  welcome  to  his  often  unknown  visitors.  As 
for  Thirlestaine  House,  it  was,  for  all  practical  purposes,  a  public 
mstitution,  of  which  Cheltenham  and  its  visitors  reaped  the 
benefit.    These  splendid  collections  are  now  scattered  to  the 
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winds.     Tliey  were  brought  together  in  the  course  a  very  long 
life,  they  cost  immense  sums  of  money,  and  repaid  their  owner  by 
the  gratification  they  aflforded  to  his  own  refined  taste,  and  the 
pleasure  they  afforded  to  others.      But  they  were  scattered,  and 
it  may  be  a  whole  generation  before  another  collection  at  all 
approaching  to  it  in  number,  value  and  public  usefulness,  shall 
be  formed.     And  it  is  this  thought  that  suggests  these  remarks. 
We   contemplate  the   dispersion   of   these  pictures   with  two 
painful  reflections,  which,  by  way  of  caution  or  suggestion  to 
other  collectors,  we  wish  to  impress  upon  the  public.     The  first 
is  the  comparative  uselessness  in  collecting  works  of  art  without 
some  provision  for  their  preservation.     Here  was  a  most  accom- 
plished nobleman  devoted  to  art,  especially  pictures.     He  spent 
enormous  sums  of  money  in  the  collection  of  choice  specimens, 
and  was  a  liberal  patron  of  young  artists  of  ability  and  promise. 
In  the  course  of  years  he  had  galleries  of  which  any  peer  or 
millionaire  might  be  proud.     Now  where  are  they  ?     He  has 
gone,  and  his  pictures  are  scattered  all  over  the  country  and  the 
continent.     They  are  no  longer  a  school  of  art.     The  galleries  of 
Thirlestaine  and  Northwick  no  longer  form  a  school  for  the 
student  or  a  refreshment  to  the  amateur.     The  purpose  of  a  life 
is  dissipated,  and  a  new  illustration  is  given  to  the  preacher's 
moral,  "Fanitas  vanifatis  et  omina  vanitas.'^     It  was  the  belief 
in  Cheltenham,  we  know  not  on  what  authority,  that  the  pictures 
at  Thirlestaine  would  be  left  for  the  benefit  of  the  town,  or,  at 
least,  that  some  provision  would  be  made  by  which  they  would 
be  preserved  there  for  the  use  of  the  public.     This  turns  out  to 
be  a  mistake.     ThoFe  works  of  art   have  gone  to  the  highest 
bidder,  and  their  sale  is  regarded  as  a  great  calamity.     Un- 
doubtedly, he  who  collects  treasures  of  art,  in  the  way  Lord 
Northwick    did,   and   gives  the    public   the   benefit  of  them 
during  his  life,   does  a  great  service  in  his  day  and   gener- 
ation ;  but  it  is  impossible  not  to  remember  how  much  greater  a 
service  he  renders  who  not  only  forms  a  collection,  but  provides 
for  its  perpetuity.     To  collect  pictures  at  great  cost,  and  then 
sell  them  by  auction,  is  to  throw  to  the  winds  a  large  amount  of 
money.     The  difference  between  purchase  and  sa^e  is  the  price 
of  the  owner's  enioyment   during  his  life,  and  a  costly  price  it 
often  ib :  whereas  a  comparatively  sn>all  addition  to  this  expense 
would  save  the  labour  and  thought  of  years  from  the  auctioneer's 
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hammer,  and  what  is  worse,  from  uselessness  and  oblivion.  In 
the  next  place,  see  the  duty  of  making  a  will.  These  collec- 
lions  are  dispersed  because  they  form  a  portion  of  the  personality 
of  the  deceased,  and  there  being  no  instructions  as  to  their  dis- 
posal, there  is  no  choice  but  to  sell  them  and  appropriate  their 
proceedings  among  the  heirs-at-law.  Next  to  the  mischief  of 
making  an  unfair  will,  is  that  of  making  none  at  all.  Had 
Lord  Northwick  ordered  by  will  the  sale  of  his  pictures,  how- 
ever disappointed  the  world  might  have  been,  it  would  have  been 
felt  that  he  had  a  right  to  do  as  he  liked.  But  dying  intestate, 
the  sale  follows  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  the  results  of  a  long 
life  and  large  fortune  devoted  to  works  of  art  are  just  nowhere. 
Many  of  our  readers  are  men  of  fortune  and  collectors  of  art 
treasures  ;  we  think  the  fate  of  Lord  Northwick's  pictures  is  a 
lesson  to  them.  A  gallery  of  pictures  left  to  a  family  or  the 
public  is  an  offering  at  the  shrine  of  art ;  but,  sold  by  auction, 
and  dispersed  among  innumerable  private  purchasers,  is  sheer 
vanity  and  labour  lost." — Morning  Post 

This  celebrated  sale  occurred  in  July,  1869,  his  Lordship 
having  died  in  the  January  previous. 

Death  op  Loed  Northwick.  —  It  is  with  the  most 
unfeigned  regret  that  we  this  week  record  the  demise  of  one  of 
the  most  venerable  and  venerated  members  of  the  British  peer- 
age, and  one  of  the  most  munificent  patrons  of  the  fine  arts  of 
whom  this  country  could  boast.  We  allude  to  the  Eight  Hon. 
Lord  Northwick,  who  departed  this  life  on  Thursday  morning 
last,  at  his  lordship's  seat  near  Moreton-in-Marsh,  after  having 
attained  the  patriarchal  age  of  four  score  years  and  nine. — 
Oheltenham  Journal,  January  22, 1859. 

This  literary  and  artistic  nobleman  belonged  to  a  family  of 
high  connection.  John  Eushout,  Baron  Northwick,  of  North- 
wick Park,  in  this  county,  Thirlestaine  House,  Cheltenham,  was 
bom  on  the  16th  February,  1770,  and  sudceeded  to  the  peerage 
on  the  death  of  his  father,  the  first  Baron  Northwick,  on  the 
20th  of  October,  1800,  he  being  then  in  his  30th  year.  Of  his 
lordship's  lineage  little  is  known  prior  to  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  First,  when  John  Eushout,  Esq.,  a  native  of  France  (lineally 
descended  from  Mareschal  de  Gamaees,  grand  master  of  the 
horse  tu  Louis  XL)  settled  in  England  and  established  himself 
as  a  merchant  in  London.     This  John  Eushout  married  Anne, 
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the  da^bter  of  Joas  Godschalcli)  and  at  his  decease  left  only  one 
surviving  son,  James  Bushdut,  Esq*,  of  Milnsi  Maylands,  in  the 
county  of  Essex,  who  Was  created  a  baronet  on  the  17th  of  July, 
1661.  Sir  James  Rushout  married  Alice,  the  daughter  and 
heiress  of  Edward  Pitt,  Esq.,  of  Harrow*on-the-Hill,  and  relict 
of  Edward  Palmer,  Esq.,  and  was  succeeded  at  his  decease  in 
1698,  by  his  eldest  surviving  son.  Sir  James,  who  married 
Arabella,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Vernon,  and  died  in  1705. 
He  left  only  one  son,  Sir  James,  who  died  in  1711  without 
issue.  The  title  then  reverted  to  the  uncle  of  the  deceased,  the 
Eight  Hon.  Sir  John  Kushout,  who  at  that  period  filled  the  high 
and  honourable  office  of  treasurer  of  the  navy.  Sir  John 
married  the  Lady  Ann  Compton,  daughter  of  George  Earl  of 
Northampton,  and  died  in  1775,  leaving  a  daughter,  Elizabeth, 
who  married  Richard  Middleton,  Esq.,  of  Chirk  Castle,  Denbigh, 
and  an  only  son,  who  was  born  on  the  13th  July,  1738,  suc- 
ceeded to  the  estates  of  Sir  John  Rushout  on  the  death  of  his 
father,  and  was  elevated  to  the  peerage  on  the  26th  of  October, 
1797,  by  the  title  of  Baron  Northwick.  His  lordship  married 
on  the  8th  of  June,  1766,  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Humphry 
Bowles,  Esq.,  of  Wanstead,  Essex,  by  whom  he  left  issue  two 
sons,  namely — Johi^  the  late  peer,  bom  the  16th  of  February, 
1770,  and  George,  who  took  holy  orders,  bom  the  30th  July, 
1772 ;  assumed  the  stimame  of  Bowles,  in  addition  to  and  after 
Rushout,  20th  of  June,  1817;  married,  in  1808,  Caroline, 
daughter  of  John,  seventh  Earl  of  Galloway,  and  died  in  1842, 
— and  three  daughters,  viz.,  Anne,  who  died  on  the  4th  of  April, 
1849, ;  Harriet,  who  was  married  on  the  Srdof  Febraary,  1808, 
to  Sir  Charles  Cockerell,  Bart.,  and  died  the  30th  October, 
1851  ;  and  Elizabeth,  married  first  to  Sydney  Bowles,  Esq.,  on 
the  24th  June,  1797,  and  secondly  to  John-Wallis  Grieve,  Esq., 
on  the  second  of  August,  1819.  The  late  peer  was  never 
married,  and  consequently  left  no  direct  heir.  His  brother 
George,  at  his  decease,  left  four  children,  namely,  George,  bora 
the  30th  of  August,  1811,  now  a  captain  in  the  1st  Life  Guards; 
Caroline,  who  died  in  1822 ;  Georgiana  and  Harriet,  who  died 
in  1 852.  Captain  Sir  George  Rushout  (nephew  of  the  deceased 
peer)  is  therefore  heir  to  the  title  and  estates,  and  is  the  present 
Lord  Northwick.  For  many  years  he  represented  Worcester- 
shire in  Parliament. 
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THB  VERY  REV.  BR.  CLOSE,  BEAN  OP  CARLISLE. 

Cheltenham  has  acquired  an  almost  national  celebrity,  on 
account  of  the  many  and  extensive  public  educational  institu- 
tions which  it  supports.  These  valuable  establishments  have  all 
been  erected  within  the  past  twenty  years ;  and  prior  to  that  time, 
the  institutions  in  connection  with  the  Church  of  England  were 
limited  to  congregational  efforts.  The  large  increase  of  new 
•churches  is  also  equally  as  remarkable.  During  the  past  thirty 
years,  eight  edifices,  mostly  of  a  spacious  and  expensive 
character,  hare  been  erected  and  consecrated  according  to  the 
rites  of  the  Established  Church.  In  the  same  porportion  has 
the  amount  for  charitable  objects  in  connection  with  the  congre- 
ations  increased.  During  a  period  of  ten  years,  the  collections 
at  the  Parish  Church  alone,  amounted  to  iSll,709  16s.  S^d. ! 
To  what  cause  can  we  justly  attribute  so  satisfactory  a  state  of 
things  ?  We  reply,  to  the  influence  and  indomitable  perseverance 
of  one  whose  name  will  for  ever  be  identified  wii;h  the  religious 
history  of  the  town — ^Francis  Close.  This  popular  and  earnest 
Evangelical  preacher  was  for  thirty -three  years  amongst  his 
parisMoners,  taking,  during  that  time,  the  most  active  part  in 
every  local  movement  of  importance.  He  was  encouraged  in 
these  efforts  by  the  success  which  marked  his  career,  and  he 
witnessed  the  population  of  his  parish  double  itself  in  number 
during  his  abode.  He  commenced  his  local  career  when  there 
was  only  one  edifice  beside  the  Parish  Church,  and  no  public 
scholastic  buHding.  When  he  was  about  removing  from  the 
scene  of  his  labours  it  was  stated  that  he  had  contributed  to  the 
erection  of  public  buildings,  schools,  colleges,  &c.,  no  less  a 
sum  than  jBlO0,000.  His  earliest  efforts  were  directed  to  the 
formation  of  the  Proprietary  College  in  the  Bath-road,  which 
now  numbers  600  students,  so  many  of  whom  have  obtained 
University  i^nd  military  honours.  He  next  laboured  most 
intensely  to  establish  that  noble  Institution,  the  Church  of 
England  Training  College,  ^th  its  branch  institutions.  Here, 
again,  he  was  eminently  successful,  and  by  its  means  Cheltenham 
has  sent  forth  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  well  educated  teachers 
of  public  schools.  The  ancient  Grammar  School  had  fallen  into 
a  state  of  apathy,  and  was  nearly  devoid  of  scholars.  His 
untiring  spirit  was  once  more  called  into  action,  and  with  the 
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aid  of  a  parochial  cororoittee,  he  lited  to  witness  upwards  ct 
800  scholars  reaping  the  advantages  of  a  nearly  decayed  bequest. 
During  the  time  he  was  thus  actiyely  em[^yed^  he  published  a 
great  number  of  sermons  and  other  worits  which  commanded  a 
wide  circulation. 

The  Rev.  Prancis  Close  was  first  connected  with  Cheltenham 
in  the  year  1824.  He  was  then  assistant  curate  at  Trinity 
Church,  and  at  that  youthful  period  of  his  life  gaye  eridence  of  that 
natural  oratory  in  his  preaching,  for  which«  in  after  years^  he  was 
so  distinguiahed.  The  death  of  the  Rev.  C.  Jervis,  the  incum- 
bent of  the  parish,  in  1826,  caused  a  vacancy.  The  living  had 
been  purchased  by  the  Bev.  J.  Simeon,  with  a  view  to  tbe 
spreading  of  Eyangelical  sentiments.  That  benerolent  and 
wealthy  man  had  formed  an  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Close  while 
at  Cambridge,  and  he  presented  him  with  the  Cheltenham 
Incumbency.  He  was  "  read  in"  on  November  29th,  1826, 
and  continued  to  hold  the  important  position  until  he  wsts 
elerated  to  be  Dean  of  Carlisle  in  1855.  His  popularity  is 
evident  from  the  fact  that  his  income,  which  ayeragediS1200p€r 
annum,  was  derived  from  roluntary  offerings  and  fees — only 
£40  being  the  yearly  fixed  stipend  for  the  minister.  In  toketi 
of  respect  towards  him,  the  congregation,  in  1888,  by  subscrip- 
tion, erected  the  spacious  residence,  "  The  Grange,"  and 
presented  it  to  him  absolutely — "  to  him  and  his  heirs  for  ever." 
The  Bev.  T.  Close,  by  a  singular  circumstance,  was  a  native  of 
Somersetshire,  and  as  such  entered  the  University  of  Cambridge. 
He  was  bom  in  a  village  near  Bath  in  1797,  at  the  residence  of 
Dr.  Bandolph,  where  his  mother  was  then  on  a  visit.  He  had 
'three  brothers — ^Major  Close,  of  the  Artillery;  Major  M.  J. 
Close,  of  the  Fourth  Dragoon  Guards;  and  Captain  Close, in 
the  Boyal  Artillery.  He  was  instructed  at  Merchant  Taylors 
School  in  London,  at  the  time  Dr.  Cherry  was  Head  Master. 
After  he  had  finished  his  course  at  this  ancient  establishment, 
he  was  placed  under  the  private  tuition  of  the  Bev.  Thomas 
Scott,  of  Hull,  the  well  known  Scripture  Commentator.  He 
entered  the  Cambridge  university  in  1816,  at  the  age  of  19,  as  a 
commoner  of  St.  John's  College.  He  graduated  B.A.  in 
January,  1820,  and  in  course  of  the  same  year  was  ordained  to 
the  curocy  of  Church  Lawford,  near  Bugby,  In  thirteen  months 
after,  having  taken  priests  orders,  he  ace^Ced  the  curacy  oi 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


T0B  CLOSE  TAUlVt,  147 

Willesden  and  Kingsbury,  near  Harrow,  Middlesex.  He  con- 
tinued in  this  curacy  until  be  removed  to  Cbeltenbamin  1824. 
At  tbe  time  be  was  first  appointed  assistant  curate  at  Trinity 
Cburcb  be  bad  just  attained  bis  twenty-seventb  year,  and  in  two 
years  afterwards  took  up  tbe  degree  of  MA.  Wben  be  left  tbe 
parisb  for  a  bigber  spbere  of  usefulnesss,  be  was  sixty  years  of 
age,  and  bad  grown  grey  in  the  service  of  truth  and  righteous- 
ness. After  bis  elevation  to  tbe  Deanery  of  Carlisle,  be  was 
honoured  with  tbe  degree  of  D.D.  The  same  active  spirit  seems 
to  be  still  in  operation  among  tbe  less  opulent  parishioners  of 
the  north,  as  was  always  in  motion  among  tbe  wealthy  denizens 
of  tbe  Queen  of  Watering  Places.  It  is  only  great  minds 
that  can  adopt  themselves  to  new  circumstances.  The  same 
perseverance  which  created  the  Educational  Institutions  which 
now  adorn  our  town,  is  now  in  motion  to  stem  the  torrent  of 
drunkenness,  and  in  cultivating  the  minds  of  tbe  working  men 
of  Carlisle.  Mr.  Close  is  tbe  descendant  of  a  family  of  high 
antiquity y  who  stand  distinguished  for  important  ecclesias- 
tical positions  which  they  held.  It  is  a  significant  historical  fact 
that  one  of  bis  ancestors  stands  recorded  as  Bishop  of  Lichfield 
in  1452,  havmg  previously  filled  tbe  office  of  Chancellor  of  tbe 
University  of  Cambridge,  and  was  Bishop  of  Carlisle  two  years 
before  bis  translation  to  tbe  See  of  Lichfield.  Dr.  Close  is  tbe 
fourth  and  youngest  son  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Jackson  Close,  M.  A., 
of  St.  Jobn's  College,  Oxford.  He  was  first  rector  of  Hitcbam, 
Suffolk,  and  afterwards  rector  of  Bent  worth,  in  Hampshire. 
Mr.  Close,  like  bis  son  tbe  Dean,  was  a  favourite  with  tbe 
government,  and  it  was  through  his  friendship  with  tbe  cele- 
brated prime  minister,  William  Pitt,  that  be  afterwards  obtained 
his  Hampshire  flectory.  The  Dean  of  Carlisle  is  also  allied 
by  marriage  witb  an  ancient  and  distinguished  family.  While 
pursuing  bis  studies  at  Cambridge,  be  became  acquainted  witb 
the  late  Rev.  Thomas  Arden,  youngest  son  of  T.  Arden,  Esq.,  of 
Longcroft  Hall,  in  Staffordshire,  tbe  bead  of  one  of  the  original 
Saxon  families  that  bave  descended  down  the  stream  of  time. 
This  friendship  resulted  in  the  marriage  of  the  Dean  of  Carlisle 
witb  Miss  Annie  Diana  Arden.  By  this  lady  tbe  Dean  has  had 
a  family  of  eight  children,  some  of  whom  are  allied  by  marriage 
to  families  in  Cheltenham.  Two  sons  are  Captains  in  the 
Bombay  army,  another  is  second  in  command  of  a  regiment  in 
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the  Punjab,  a  younger  one  holds  the  rank  of  Commander  in  the 
Boyal  Navy,  and  a  fourth  is  a  squatter  in  Victoria,  Australia. 
In  a  recently  published  authenticated  memoir  of  this  remarkable 
man,  it  is  said  that  "  at  one  time  he  had  a  strong  inclination  to 
go  to  sea — an  early  passion  which  he  had  learnt  sitting  on 
Admiral  Comwallis's  knee  and  listening  to  his  inspiring  tales  of 
sea  life.  The  earnest  wishes  of  his  mother  alone  prevented 
Admiral  Cornwallis  taking  him  to  sea  with  him.  The  taste, 
however,  remained ;  in  his  boyhood  he  signalised  himself  by  his 
boating  propensities  on  the  Thames,  and  afterwards,  when  at 
Hull  with  his  tutor.  He  always  made  his  journey  to  London 
by  sea,  for  the  pleasure  of  the  voyage ;  and  on  one  occasion  he 
was  nearly  lost  in  a  gale  of  wind  off  Yarmouth.  This  taste  for 
the  water  followed  him  to  College,  where,  having  obtained  an 
open  scholarship  at  St.  John's,  and  having  no  taste  for  mathe^ 
matics,  he  devoted  his  leisure  hours  chiefly  to  aquatic  adventures. 
It  will  scarcely  be  believed  that  at  this  time  there  was  not  a  six 
or  eight-oared  boat  on  the  river.  Mr.  Close  did  much  to  recom- 
mence  the  habit  of  rowing  and  sailing  among  the  gownsmen ; 
and  a  story  is  still  current  among  the  bargees  of  how  Mr.  C^ose 
cut  the  towing  line  of  a  train  of  barges  which  were  coming  up 
the  river,  and  drove  them  all  on  shore,  because  they  would  not 
give  way  and  would  have  capsized  his  boat.  He  was,  neverthe- 
less, of  a  very  religious  turn  of  mind,  and  under  the  influence 
of  his  tutor,  early  imbibed  the  views  of  that  religious  school  of 
which,  in  subsequent  years,  he  became  such  an  efficient  cham- 
pion. But  he  ever  united  great  natural  spirits  and  physical 
force  with  sincere  piety.  Nor  did  his  seagoing  tastes  leave  him 
in  after  life.  Long  after  he  was  settled  at  Cheltenham  the  sea 
shore  was  his  point  of  attraction ;  and  there  he  trained  his  boys 
to  the  same  healthy  and  innocent  tastes.  Often  has  be  been 
seen  going  down  the  Channel  in  an  open  boat,  with  only  two  or 
three  of  his  owu  boys  for  a  crew ;  and  the  coast  between  Ports- 
mouth and  Plymouth  was  as  familiar  to  him  as  the  King's 
highway." 

The  best  proof  that  can  be  adduced  of  the  valuable  services 
rendered  to  Cheltenham  by  Dr.  Close,  are  the  numerous  testi- 
monials that  his  parishioners  have  from  time  to  time  presented 
to  him.  We  especially  allude  to  the  period  when  he  was  about 
to  remove  to  the  Deanery  of  Carlisle.    A  voluntary  collection  of 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


THl  CLOSE  FAMILY.  149 

nearly  iSiOOO  was  nused  to  present  a  farewell  memorial  to  the 
pastor  of  thirty  years  standing.  This  was  the  act  of  the 
parishioners  at  large.  The  masters  of  the  Proprietary  College 
also  added  their  testimony,  in  the  shape  of  a  very  handsome 
Ormolu  Time  Piece  bearing  a  suitable  Latin  inscription.  The 
«tudents  of  the  College  manifested  their  esteem  by  a  Silver  Tea 
Service,  and  the  Parochial  Clergy,  by  a  folio  Bible,  splendidly 
bound  and  mounted,  resting  upon  a  massive  oak  desk  elaborately 
carved.  All  these  testimonials  were  presented  on  one  occasion 
and  with  suitable  addresses.  This  was  on  December  3,  1866. 
The  place  where  the  various  Deputations  assembled  was  most 
judiciously  selected — it  was  "  The  Grange" — a  building  which 
the  parishioners  had  reared  and  presented  as  a  previous  Testi- 
monial. The  addresses  on  that  occasion  delivered,  and  the  replies 
;given,  were  worthy  of  the  event.  They  contained  expressions 
of  gratitude  and  esteem  that  were  naturally  to  be  expected  from 
an  acquaintance  of  so  long  standing.  The  address  from  the 
^neral  body  of  Parishioners  mostly  concerns  us,  as  local 
historians,  and  from  it  we  give  an  extract  which  will  demon- 
strate that  the  Dean  of  Carlisle  deserves  a  niche  in  our  History 
of  Cheltenham  4 — *'  We  desire  further  to  record  our  acknowledg- 
ments to  you  for  the  temporal  benefits  which,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  you  have  been  mainly  instrumental  in  conferring  upon 
the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Cheltenham.  Of  these  benefits, 
a  large  proportion  is  due  to  your  exertions  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion, exertions  of  which  substantial  evidences  are  seen  in  the 
tasteful  and  appropriate  buildings  erected  under  your  own  imme- 
diate auspices,  and  more  indirectly  in  the  ever  expanding  area 
occupied  by  commodious  dwelling  houses.  And  the  poorest  and 
humblest  can  testify  thaf,  while  you  have  administered  to  our- 
selves, both  in  sickness  and  in.  health,  the  purest  consolations  of 
the  everlasting  Gospel,  you  have  also  endeavoured  to  impart  to 
the  children  of  the  poor,  the  inestimable  advantages  of  education 
enjoyed  by  those  of  their  richer  brethren.  For  this  we  heartily 
thank  you." 

The  Cheltenham  Examiner,  of  Oct  22,  1856,  in  noticing  his 
elevation  to  the  Deanery,  remarks : — "  We  will  venture  to  say,  if 
a  search  was  made  through  our  thickly  populated  land,  no  man 
oould  put  his  hand  upon  a  parochial  clergyman  who  has  worked 
harder  or  more  earnestly,  for  the  last  thirty  years,  than  the  Rev. 
Francis  Close."  rnir^n]o 
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"  If  you  look  for  his  monument,  look  around," — is  the  in- 
scription on  the  tomb  of  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  who  lies  buried 
in  the  centre  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  which  his  genius  reared. 
A.dopting  the  suggestion,  we  will  "  look  around,"  and  trace  out 
the  most  notable  of  the  local  Educational  Institutions  which 
Mr.  Close  was  so  instrumental  in  founding. 

THB  PEOPEIBTART  COLLEGE 

which  is  an  ornament  to  the  town  in  an  architectural  point  of 
view,  numbers  upwards  of  six  hundred  pupils,  and  from  its  very 
first  formation  has  met  with  the  most  marked  success.  The 
amount  of  honours  won  at  the  University  and  other  examinations 
by  the  students  of  this  college  are,  perhaps,  without  a  parallel 
in  any  simUar  establishment  in  England.  The  success  which 
has  attended  this  college  has  been  the  chief  cause  of  the  present 
prosperity  of  the  town,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  great  increase  in 
the  population,  brought  to  light  by  the  census  returns  in  1861. 
This  beautiful  Gothic  structure  wAs  first  opened  for  the  recep- 
tion of  Scholars  on  June  22nd,  1843.  It  was  built  from  designs 
by  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  of  Bath.  Its  fine  front  represents  the  Tudor 
style,  prevalent  in  England  during  the  fifteenth  century.  The 
beautiful  Gothic  Chapel  attached  contains  marble  tablets  and  stained 
glass  windows  in  memory  of  former  students  of  the  College  who 
have  fallen  in  the  Crimea  and  in  India.  Many  of  the  side  windows 
are  of  stained  glass,  one  having  been  presented  by  the  town. 
This  handsome  edifice  will  seat  800  persons,  and  its  erection 
cost  £6000.  The  college  was  built  with  capital  raised  by  shares 
of  £20  each,  but  so  prosperous  has  been  its  career,  that  they 
are  now  worth  £100. 

THE  CBCURCH  OF  ENGLAND  NORMAL  COLLEGE. 

The  tstablishment  of  a  Normal  College  in  the  town  was  a 
work  at  which  Dr.  Close,  in  conjunction  with  others,  laboured 
most  incessantly.  Success  attended  their  praiseworthy  efforts, 
and  our  sketch  represents  a  building  of  vast  extent,  located  on 
six  acres  of  ground.  The  foundation  stone  was  laid  May  19,. 
1849,  by  Lord  Ashley.  It  bore  the  following  inscription,  which 
details  the  aim  and  object  of  the  founders ; — *'  This  stone  was 
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laid  by  the  Eight  Hon.  Lord  Ashley,  M.P.,  President  of  the 
Church  of   England    Training    Institution,    at    Cheltenham, 
for  the  pui-pose  of  instructing  persons  as  masters  for   any 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  upon  Scriptural,  Evangelical,  and 
Protestant  principles,  in    accordance  with   the  Liturgy  and 
Articles  of  the  Established  Church,  April  19,  1849.     S.  W. 
Daukes,  architect.     Thomas  Haines,  builder."    The  edifice  is  in 
the  Domestic  Early  Pointed  style.     The  front,  facing  the  road 
leading  to  St.  Paul's  Church,  displays  a  central  tower  of  con- 
siderable height.     The  entire  structure  is  formed  of  rubble 
masonry,   and  presents  a  novel  appearance.     The  ground  on 
which  the  building  stands  was  presented  for  the  object  to  which- 
it  has  been  devoted  by  the  late  Miss  Jane  Cook.     With  a  view 
to  render  the  Institution  more  efiicient,  there  has  been  erected 
on  the  unoccupied  ground,  Model  and  Practising  Schools  for 
children.     The  building  is  quadrangular  in  form,  and  surrounded 
by  a  wall,  capped  with  an  ornamental  coping.     The  portion  in 
front  is  embattled,  and  the  enclosures  filled  with  ornamental 
iron  work.     The  principal  gateway  is  in  the  centre,  and  there 
are  private  ones  for  the  Principal  and  Vice-Principal  at  each 
end.     The  building  stands  some  distance  back  from  the  public 
road ;  the  opening  being  filled  with  a  lawn  and  shrubs.     The 
entrance  is  through  a  ground  archway,  which  leads  into  a  hand- 
some  quadrangle.     A  corridor  runs  round  the  whole  of  the 
building,  giving  access  to  all  parts,  but  communication  can  be 
shut  ofi"  at  certain  points.     On  the  east  side  of  the  entrance,  is 
an  octagoQ  turret,  open  at  the  top,  containing  a  bell  and  a  stair- 
case to  the  porter's  bedroom.     On  the  same  side  are  the  board- 
room, class-room,  &c. ;  all  of  them  have  open  roofs  with  framed 
principals,  the  leads  of  which  rest  on  carved  corbels,  stained  a 
middle  tint,  and  varnished.     At  the  extreme  end  is  the  Principal's 
house ;  it  has  a  small  court  into  which  the  servant's  offices  look ; 
the  offices  of  the  servants  to  the  establishment  are  also  on  this 
side,  and  the  Training  Master's  house ;  at  the  North  East  angle, 
is  the  dining  hall.     In  the  centre  of  the  North  side  is  the 
principal  staircase,  giving  access  to  the  dormitories;  the  whole  of 
this  side  is  occupied  by  class-rooms,  and  at  the  North  East 
angle,  corresponding  with  the  dining-room,  is  the  day  room.     On 
the  West  side  is  the  theatre  and  a  class  room,  and  at  the  South 
West  angle  is  the  Vice- Principal's  house,  complete  in  itself; 
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next  to  this,  on  the  Nortti  side,  are  the  library  and  visitor's 
room,  both  of  which  have  open  roofs  like  the  board-room.  The 
dormitories  extend  round  the  Northland  West  side ;  there  is  one 
long  room,  divided  into  separate  rooms  for  each  man,  by 
partitions.  A  passage  passes  down  the  centre  of  the  whole, 
and  is  ventilated  by  towers  fixed  in  the  dormitory  windows  in 
the  roof,  which  can  be  opened  or  shut  at  pleasure.  In  the  upper 
part  of  the  central  tower,  on  the  North  side  is  the  sick  ward; 

The  Principal,  the  Rev.  C-rH^Bromby,  M.A.,  the  Incumbent 
of  St.  Paul's,  is  the  author  of  many  eminent  works  on  education. 

Many  are  the  associations  which  crowd  upon  the  memory  as 
we  pass  by  the  educational  and  benevolent  institutions  which 
were  once  under  the  care  of  Francis  Close.  But  the  building 
of  all  others,  with  which  his  name  is  so  closely  identified,  is  the 
ever  venerable  Parish  Church.  For  upwards  of  a  quarter  of  a 
century  were  his  thrilling  appeals  in  behalf  of  Evangelical  truth 
uttered  within  the  time-hallowed  walls  of  this  edifice.  He  was 
the  twenty-third  successive  Divine  who  had  filled  the  Incum- 
bency since  the  Established  Church  had  been  remodelled,  after  the 
chaotic  period  of  the  Civil  Wars.  This  will  be  apparent  from  the 
history  of  the  Parish  Church,  which  the  following  Chapter  will 
fullv  detail. 


CHAP.  X. 

*''Twa8  the  sweet  and  blessed  Sabbath,  God's  own  holy  hallowed  boar, 
And  the  bells  were  softly  chiming,  in  Suiiit  Mary's  time  worn  tower, 
fiush'd  was  the  voice  of  labour,  no  harsh  sounds  disturbed  the  air. 
And  the  rows  of  stately  lime  trees  bowed  their  heads  as  if  in  prayer  !** 

Byrne's  "  Cheltenham  Church." 

THE  ecclesiastical  history  of  Cheltenham  commences  with  the 
ninth  century.  For  six  hundred  years  following:,  its 
religious  temple  was  dedicated  to  the  services  of  Eoman  Catho- 
licism; and  its  manor  and  hundred  were  successively  the 
property  of  the  once  rich  and  extensive  Monastic  establishments 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THE  PARISH    CHURCH.  156 

of  Cirencester,  Lanthony,  Fescamp,  and  Sion.  The  order  of 
architecture,  displayed  both  in  the  interior  and  exterior  of  our 
truly  venerable  Parish  Church,  demonstrates  that  it  was  erected 
centuries  prior  to  the  abolition  of  the  Papal  power  in  this 
country  ;  and  its  large  dimensions  and  general  structure  indicate 
that  Cheltenham  must  have  been  a  very  important  ecclesiastical 
station  at  an  early  period.  History  has,  however,  placed  this 
interesting  fact  beyond  doubt.  From  the  first  conversion  of  the 
Saxons  to  Christianity,  down  to  the  present  day,  the  town  has 
been  celebrated  for  its  religious  institutions.  The  high  position 
which  Cheltenham  occupied  in  the  early  monastic  period  is 
evident  from  the  fact  that  Horton,  the  renowned  Sacrist,  who, 
in  the  fourteenth  century,  commenced  the  beautiful  cloisters, 
who  rebuilt  the  high  altar,  aisle,  and  other  parts  of  Gloucester 
Cathedral,  received  his  ordination  at  the  Parish  Church.  "  He 
received  the  benediction  at  Cheltenham  from  the  Bishop  of 
Hereford,  by  leave  of  the  Bishop  of  Worcester."—  (Eudder). 

The  present  Parish  Church  must,  indeed,  have  been  a  most 
important  building  before  the  introduction  of  the  Protestant 
faith.  The  various  religious  edifices  in  the  locality  were 
subordinate  to  it  for  centuries,  and  even  the  now  large  churches 
of  Charlton  and  Leckhampton  were  "  made  subject  to  the 
mother  Church  at  Cheltenham,  by  William,  Bishop  of  Hereford, 
in  1190."  Besides  the  chantries,  two  chapels  were  also  con- 
nected— one  at  Arle  and  the  other  at  Hatherley ;  and  at  the 
time  the  manor  belonged  to  the  nuns  of  Sion,  the  recently 
restored  Norman  chapel  at  Southara  was  under  the  same 
jurisdiction.  The  chapel  at  Hatherley  was  situated  on  the 
estate  at  present  rented  by  Mr.  Pickernell,  and  tomb  stones,  cross 
steps,  and  other  vestiges  of  the  ancient  structure  have  been 
discovered  there.  After  the  Reformation,  Queen  Elizabeth 
granted  an  annuity  of  twelve  shillings,  annually,  to  be  paid  by 
the  owner  of  the  property  for  the  time  being,  to  Richard  Pates 
and  his  hehrs,  to  enable  him  to  support  the  Cheltenham  Alms 
Houses,  in  Albion  Street.  Prom  an  ancient  lease  of  Hatherley 
Farm  (in  the  author's  possession),  it  appears  that  this  incident 
is  introduced  and  made  legally  binding,  and  the  payment  is 
continued  to  the  present  day.  The  chapel  at  Arle  was,  no 
doubt,  abolished  at  the  establishment  of  the  Reformation, 
Budge,  in  1803,  says:— "The  date  of  1250,  found  on  a  beam, 
belonged  to  a  chapel  here."  ,^g,^^,  by  Google 
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Hatherley  Chapel  was,  in  after  years,  created  a  chapelry  of 
Badgworth,  and  continued  so  until  its  demolition.  The  chapel 
at  Southam  was  annexed  to  the  Cleeve  district. 

The  church  at  Cheltenham  yet  retains  many  vestiges  of  its 
ancient  architecture. 

The  north  side  of  the  building  is,  nnquestionably,  the  oldest 
portion  now  standing.  The  north  porch  retains,  unaltered,  its 
original  characteristics,  and  was  probably  at  one  time  the  only 
means  of  entrance.  The  roof  in  the  interior  displays  the  ball 
flower  decoration — a  style  prevalent  in  the  reigns  of  Edward  11. 
and  Edward  III. — five  centuries  since.  This  beautiful  order  of 
architecture  was  finely  developed  in  this  county,  and  all  the  best 
authorities  cite  as  examples  the  windows  of  Gloucester  Cathedral 
and  Badgworth  Church,  and  the  North  porch  at  Cheltenham. 
—(Knight). 

"  The  porch  was  a  very  ancient  appendage  to  the  church ;  and 
although  it  has  been  usually  considered  as  a  mere  ornament,  yet 
it  had,  in  ancient  times,  its  special  uses.  In  that  part  of  the 
will  of  Henry  VI.,  relative  to  the  foundation  of  Eton  College, 
are  these  words : — *  Item,  in  the  south  side  of  the  body  of  the 
church,  a  fair  large  door  with  a  porch,  and  tlie  same  for 
christening  of  children  and  weddings.'  " — (Nichols).  Another 
peculiarity  in  the  North  porch  is  the  fact  of  its  having  been 
chambered.  With  the  exception  of  Cleeve  Church,  we  believe 
it  is  the  only  instance  to  be  found  in  the  county  of  a  chamber 
over  the  porch.  This,  and  the  one  at  Cleeve,  are  almost  unique 
specimens  of  the  residence  of  a  recluse  of  some  importance,  as 
is  evident  from  a  separate  doorway  being  formed  for  his  use. 

The  edifice,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mory,  is  117  feet  in 
length,  65  feet  in  breadth,  and  is  capable  of  seating  upwards  of 
a  thousand  persons.  Tradition  has  assigned  the  period  of  its 
erection  to  the  eleventh  century.  The  foundations  and  main 
walls  may  probably  belong  to  that  early  era,  but  the  windows 
have  been  introduced  at  later  intervals — from  the  twelvth  to  the 
fifteenth  century.  The  west  window  was  erected  in  1703,  the 
former  one  having  been  struck  with  lightning.  The  most 
admired  portion  of  the  sacred  pile  is  the  marygold,  or  circular 
window,  in  the  Early  Gothic  style,  and  very  similar  to  the  one 
in  York  Cathedral.  Its  general  design  represents  the  expanded 
leaves  of  a  flower.     It  is  divided  into  33  compartments,  and  its 
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diameter  is  15,  and  its  circumference  45  feet.  There  are 
inhabitants  now  surviving  who  can  remember  when  the  "  rood 
loft"  occupied  its  ancient  position,  between  the  nave  and  the 
chancel ; 

**  Bright  burned  the  waxen  taper,  upward  curled 
The  clouds'of  incense  towards  the  mimio  crosc. 
Loud  swelled  the  solemn  anthem,  as  unfurl'd 
The  mystic  signs  became.'* 

Directly  beneath  the  spire,  the  rood  loft  was  displayed  on  a 
gallery  platform.  It  acquired  its  name  from  the  great  crucifix 
which  was  erected  upon  it,  with  its  front  towards  the  congrega- 
tion. Beside  the  rood,  or  crucifix,  it  was  also  customary  to 
introduce  figures  of  saints.  The  bell-ropes  passed  through  this 
platform,  and  the  ringers  peformed  their  task  upon  it  until  the 
year  1813,  when  the  Rev.  C.  Jervis  suggested  the  formation  of 
the  present  belfry.  The  ancient  loft  was  then  removed,  the 
royal  arms  put  up  it  in  its  stead,  and  the  massive  Gothic  arches 
which  support  the  tower,  left  unexposed  and  uitencuifibered, 
as  at  present.  On  August  5th,  1813,  at  a  vestry  meeting 
convened  for  the  purpose,  it  was  decided  "  to  remove  the  belfry 
from  the  body  of  the  church." 

The  accompanying  view  of  the  interior  represents  this  precise 
spot  (which,  in  fact,  forms  the  arches  that  support  the  tower 
and  spire),  and  also  the  truly  beautiful  circular  window  before 
alluded  to. 

The  many  alterations  which  have  been  made  have  tended  to 
destroy  many  vestiges  of  antiquity  within  the  memory  of  the 
living.  The  remains  of  a  beautifiul  SediUa  and  canopied 
Piscina  of  the  Early  Gothic  era,  existed  until  the  South  Porch 
was  introduced  into  its  present  position.  A  large  and  ancient 
baptismal  font,  belonging  to  the  same  period  of  architecture 
also  located  near  the  same  place,  was  removed  to  the  Sun  Inn,  in 
the  High  Street,  where  it  formed  for  many  years  a  watering 
trough! 

A  similar  fate  befell  the  oldest  font  in  the  county,  which 
originally  stood  in  the  Saxon  Church  at  Deerhurst,  and  the 
stone  coffins,  in  which  were  interred  the  Abbots  of  Wiuchcomb  ! 
The  carved  figures,  which  graced  for  so  many  years  the  Com- 
munion in  our  Parish  Church,  found  a  local  habitation  in  a 
builder's  yard ! 

The  Early  English  style,  prevalent  from  1190  to  1245,  is 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


158 


HISTOBT   OF  CHELTENHAM. 


developed  in  the  arch  of  the  North  aisle,  connecting  it  with  the 
transept.  The  small  drcnlar  window  in  the  gallery  of  the 
North  transept  belongs  to  the  Greometrical  era  and  the  time  of 
its  introdnction  into  the  main  wall  conld  not  have  been  later 


than  the  thirteenth  century.  The  decorated  style  is  finely 
illustrated  in  the  South  transept,  and  the  windows,  especially, 
may  be  referred  to  the  period  when  it  was  in  general  use,  between 
the  years  1215  and  1860.  The  greater  part  of  the  present 
edifice  was  erected  at  the  time  these  orders  of  architecture  were 
in  their  highest  state  of  development.  This  was  at  the  time 
when  monastic  institutions  were  in  the  heighth  of  their 
prosperity,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  local  Abbots  of  the  De 
Cheltenham  family  that  were  once  connected  with  the  edifice, 
and  some  of  whom  represented  Cheltenham  in  Parliament. 
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A  Porch  formerly  existed  within  the  East  door,  which  was 
removed  in  order  to  create  more  pews»  It  was  in  the  Early 
Gothic  style,  and  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  J.  Alder,  of  this 
town. 

The  crucifix-form  of  the  building  proves  that  it  has  under- 
gone no  external  alteration  since  the  rites  of  the  Eoman 
Church  were  practised  within  its  walls  j  its  interior  must,  there- 
lbre»  bave  had  an  imposing  appearance 

"  When  the  proud  Papal  baud 
Came  summou'd  by  the  eacred  vesper  chime, 
To  pay  their  gorgeous  worship  at  the  shrine 
Of  the  pure  Virgin  and  her  Son  divine.'* 

A  convinciag  proof  of  the  ancient  importance  of  the  Parish 
Church,  as  a  Monastic  edifice,  is  derived  from  the  fact  that  it 
formerly  contained  two  large  and  welUendowed  chantries.  The 
first  of  the  devotional  altars  was  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary, 
and  was  so  well  endowed  that  a  separate  priest  and  parsonage 
house  were  connected  with  it.  '  The  second  chantry  was  dedicated 
to  St.  Catherine,  and  its  founder  also  bequeathed  property 
for  its  regular  maintenance.  Of  the  value  of  these  endowments 
we  may  form  some  idea,  from  the  fact  that  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VII»,  according  to  Pope  Nicholas,  they  were  worth  24s. 
annually— a  large  sum  for  that  period ;  and  the  property  now 
realizes  twenty  times  as  many  pounds,  from  the  circumstance  cf 
it  being  land  on  which  some  of  the  most  valuable  houses  of  the 
town  ar^  built.  This  now  forms  a  portion  of  the  estate  which  was 
bequeathed  by  Richard  Pate  for  the  support  of  the  Free  Grammar 
School,  in  the  High  Street.  To  the  original  grant  of  Mr.  Pate, 
dated  1678,  is  appended  — "  A  true  and  perfect  rentroll"  of  all 
the  estate,  and  the  annual  value  of  each  separate  portion,  in  the 
year  1686.  In  that  document  the  chantries  are  thus  entered: 
— *'  Cheltenham  one  tenement  and  close,  payable  at  the  feasts 
of  the  Annunciation  of  our  blessed  Lady  the  Virgin  Mary,  and 
St.  Michael,  the  Archangel,  some  time  belonging  to  the  chantry 
of  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary,  in  the  Parish  Church,  at  Cheltenham, 
13s.  4d.  For  the  Mansion-house,  or  Priest's-chamber,  payable 
in. like  manner,  12s.  One  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances^ 
payable  in  like  manner,  eometiine  belonging  to  the  late  chantry  of 
.Saint  Catherine,  in  the  same  Parish  Church  of  Cheltenham,  128>. 
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One  parcel  of  land  sometime  belonging  to  the  chantry  of  the 
Virgin  Mary  aforesaid,  16s.  8d»  One  parcel  of  ground,  some- 
time belonging  to  the  chantry  of  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary,  giren 
for  the  finding  of  holy  bread,  in  the  same  Parish  Ghorch, 
£2  18s.  4d.,  of  whicb  Thomas  Ball  was  the  last  Incumbent." 
— (Atkyns).  In  common  with  all  the  property  left  by  Catholics, 
that  which  has  now  been  described,  reverted  to  the  crown  at  the 
Eeformation.  It  was  granted  by  Queen  Elizabeth  to  Mr.  Pates 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  Free  School,  and  the  original 
building  yet  exists,  displaying  on  its  frontage  the  ancient 
inscription — **  Schola  Grammatical'  It  may  also  be  adduced  in 
illustration  of  the  subject,  tbat  the  Principal  of  the  edifice  at 
this  era  became  one  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of  his  day. 
This  was  a  townsman,  named  Eichard  De  Cheltenham  He 
died  in  1509,  and  the  rich  tracery  displayed  on  his  tomb  at 
Tewkesbury,  of  which  Abbey  he  was  Abbot,  proves  the  exalted 
rank  which  he  sustained.  The  Parish  Church  continued  a 
monastic  edifice  until  the  general  dissolution  of  Henry  VIII., 
and  the  remains  of  the  chantries  were  visible  until  within  the 
past  half-century. 

These  chantries,  as  indicated  by  the  closed  mortuary  doorway, 
seem  to  have  been  located  near  the  North  Porch,  and  the  Priest's 
house  was,  probably,  without  the  churchyard  in  the  High  Street, 
on  the  site  of  the  old  market,  where  Norman  ecclessiastical 
remains  have  been  found.  These  chantries  were  in  full  use  at  the 
latter  period  when  the  Eomanish  faith  was  about  to  be  non- 
legalised  by  the  act  of  Heniy  VIII. 

"  These  chantries  were  choirs  ,in  miniature ;  and  had  their 
raised  altars,  tapers,  crucifixes,  and  all  the  utensils  of  Catholic 
worship,  only  on  a  smalkr  scale  than  in  the  platform  of  the 
church.  These  endowments  were  very  considerable;  varying 
according  to  the  number  of  masses  for  the  dead  to  be  said  in 
them  by  the  appointment  of  their  founders ;  which,  commonly, 
had  respect  to  their  ancestors  and  descendants,  as  well  as  to  the 
immediate  benefit  of  their  own  souls." — (Knight). 

The  power  which  destroyed,  or  rather  suppressed,  the  ancient 
ecclesiastical  institutions  of  our  land,  and  our  own  parish  church 
among  the  number,  must  haye  been  almost  miraculous.  It  was 
brought  about  by  a  series  of  events  unparalled  in  their  nature  and 
mai^itude.    The  love  of  ambition  and  wealth  was  no  doubt  the 
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first  thing  which  promoted  the  crusade  against  monastic  property  ; 
but  this  movemnt»  although  unjust  in  itself,  by  robbing  ihe 
Catholics  of  their  property,  yet,  fortunately,  brought  about 
the  right  of  private  judgment  and  religious  liberty ;  and  on  the 
ruins  of  papal  temples,  it  raised  the  standard  of  the  illustrious 
ChiBingworth — '*  That  the  Bible,  afid  the  Bible  only,  is  the 
Beligion  of  Protestants" 

About  midway  between  the  North  door  and  the  large  circular 
window  are  the  remains  of  two  altar  tombs ;  and  from  the 
coffins  that  have  been  previously  found,  it  is  evident  that  four  of 
these  mementoes  of  conventual  life  must  have  once  existed.  The 
form  of  these  ancient  relics  was  fiilly  developed  in  1860,  when 
the  whole  of  the  flooring  was  dug  out  and  the  vaults  concreted 
over  by  virtue  of  a  Sanitary  order  issued  from  the  Privy  Council. 
These  tombs  are  of  high  antiquity,  and  one  of  them  yet  retains 
its  original  position.  The  canopied  arches  are  still  entire,  which 
were  raised  over  them,  and  from  the  style  of  architecture  which 
they  display,  evidently  belong  to  the  reign  of  Edward  IT.  The 
existence  of  these  tombs  (which  contained  the  Abbots  belonging 
to  the  Monaatry)  testifies  to  the  former  extent  and  Importance 
of  the  sacred  building.  Similar  tombs  are  only  to  be  found  in 
cathedrals  or  largie  edifices,  such  as  Tewkesbury  Abbey  Church. 
These  coffins  were  all  found  without  lids.  This  is  no  uncommon 
occurrence,  for  the  Abbots  where  generally  buried  in  full 
canonicals,  and  the  tombs  were  opened  and  plundered  for  the 
sake  of  the  gold  and  silver  ornaments  which  they  contained. 
These  altar  tombs  were  enriched  by  presents  from  devotees. 
When  Henry  VHI.  seized  the  one  erected  to  Becket,  besides 
works  of  art,  and  precious  stones,  he  found  the  sum  of  i5954, 
which  had  been  presented  by  way  of  *  offering*  for  one  year. 
This  amount  is  liarge,  when  it  is  remembered  that  Counsel  has 
proved,  from  authentic  sources,  that  at  that  period  (the 
feeformation\  in  this  county,  it  cost  "only  £l  6s.  8d.  for 
the  vicar's  diet  for  the  whole  year,  so  that  iB5  a-vear,  then,  would 
maintain  anybody  in  honour  and  credit."  The  altar  tomb  of 
Edwaid  II.,  in  Gloucester  Cathedral,  received  sufficient  contri- 
butions to  rebuild  and  beautify  many  parts  of  the  edifice, 
besides  two  ships  of  gold',  and  a  cross  of  gold,  containing  a 
naby. 

The  altar  tomb  to  Becket  is  stillin  Trinity  Chapeli  Cirencester, 
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and  the  promises  held  out  to  devotees  in  return  for  their  offerings 
are  yet  preserved.  The  work  of  destruction  was  effected  in  two 
epochs  in  history — after  the  Eefonnation  and  at  the  time  of  the 
Civil  Wars — ^when  the  Puritan  soldier  defaced  everything  that 
favoured  of  the  Ecclesiastical  that  came  in  his  way.  The  altar 
tombs  at  Tewkesbury  were  erected  at  the  same  time,  which  is  to 
be  expected  when  we  consider  that  one  of  our  townsmen  was 
elected  to  be  the  Abbot  of  the  Tewkesbury  Convent.  With  two 
exceptions,  the  tombs  at  Tewkesbury  have  been  opened  and 
their  contents  removed.  One  of  those  which  remained  entire 
was  examined  by  Mr.  Lysons,  and  as  its  dimensions  and 
architectural  details  so  correspond  to  those  in  our  own  church, 
we  can  form  an  idea  of  what  they  once  were.  Mr.  Lysons  states 
that,  when  the  lid  of  the  stone  coffin  was  first  taken  off,  the  body 
appeared  surprisingly  perfect,  considering  that  it  had  lain  there 
for  nearly  six  hundred  years ;  the  folds  of  the  drapery  were  then 
very  distinct ;  but  when  exposed  to  the  air,  the  whole  soon 
crumbled  away,  and  left  little  more  than  a  skeleton.  The  boots, 
however,  still  retained  their  form,  with  a  certain  degree  of 
elasticity,  and  hung  in  large  folds  about  the  legs.  On  his  right 
hand  lay  a  plain  crosier  of  wood,  neatly  turned,  the  top  of 
which  was  gilded,  having  a  cross  cut  in  it ;  the  handle  was 
five  feet  eleven  inches  in  length,  and  remarkably  light ;  and  on 
his  left  side  was  the  fragment  of  a  chalice. 

"  In  the  course  of  the  excavations,  two  ancient  stone  coffins 
have  been  discovered  in  the  South  aisle,  and  as  they  were  free 
from  human  remains  they  have  been  removed  into  the  enclosed 
portion  of  the  churchyard,  where  they  continue  open  to 
inspection.  These  coffins,  which  are  upwards  of  six  feet  in 
length  and  very  massive,  are  formed  of  the  weather  stone  still 
found  in  the  neighbourhood.  They  are  evidently  of  ancient 
date,  probably  about  the  beginning  of  the  13th  century.  They 
are  supposed  to  have  been  the  coffins  of  Abbots  buried  in  the 
Church  under  the  Catholic  regime.  Another  stone  coffin  has 
been  found  in  the  north  aisle  of  the  building,  but  as  it  is 
firmly  imbedded  in  the  main  wall,  and  offers  no  obstruction  to 
the  sanitary  works  now  in  progress,  its  removal  has  not  been 
considered  necessary." — Cheltenham  JExaminer^  May  30, 1860." 

We  have  no  doubt  that  the  coffins  thus  recorded  belonged  to 
local  Abbots.    Prinn,  in  his  MS  account  of  Cirencester  Abbey, 
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refers  to  Eicbard  de  Cheltenham^  Abbot  of  Cheltenham,  wh6 
died  in  the  reign  of  Edward  lY.,  and  other  authorities  quote 
the  same  title  as  late  as  the  reign  of  Henry  Vll. 


•*  DISCOVERY  OF  ANCIENT  COFFINS  AT 
CHELTENHAM, 

In  conformity  with  the  order  issued  by  the  Privy  Council,  the 
Churchwardens  are  causing  to  be  removed  all  the  pews  and 
monumental  stones  within  the  walls  of  the  Parish  Church.  In 
taking  up  the  floor  in  the  South  isle  and  in  removing  the  wains- 
cot forming  the  end  of  a  pew  in  the  North  aisle,  three  stone 
coffins  were  found  of  evident  antiquity.  These  relics  doubtless 
belong  to  the  monastic  era.  They  are  of  surprising  thickness  and 
of  great  weight.  Hewn  out  of  a  solid  block  of  native  oolitic 
free  stone  with  a  tre-foil  head  piece  and  internal  central  gutters, 
terminating  with  an  orifice,  they  are  all  of  the  same  architec- 
tural design,  and  measure,  in  length,  six  feet  three  inches.  Two 
were  found  in  the  South  isle,  in  parallel  lines  and  close  to  the 
surface.  One  was  entirely  empty,  and  the  other  partly  filled 
with  bones  of  different  sizes — thus  indicating  that  they  had 
been  previously  opened  and  the  original  deposit  removed.  No 
covering  or  lid  was  found.  The  coffin  in  the  North  aisle  is 
firmly  embedded  in  the  wall  of  the  sacred  edifice,  and  is 
surmounted  with  a  canopied  arch.  On  reference  to  the  work  of 
Grough  on  "  Sepulchral  Monuments,"  it  will  be  seen  that  these 
remains  are  ascribed  to  the  1 3th  century.  This  date  is  confirmed 
by  the  order  of  architecture  which  surmounts  the  mural  coffin  in 
the  Nortb  aisle — being  Early  Gothic,  with  ball  flower  decor- 
ations. The  former  existence  of  Altar  Tombs  within  this  edifice 
in  the  palmy  days  of  Catholicism,  is  referred  to  in  Goding's 
"  History  of  Cheltenham,"  where  a  list  of  endowments  for  the 
support  of  the  same  is  recorded.  It  is  not,  therefore,  impro- 
bable that  what  have  been  exhumed  during  the  past  week  belong 
to  this  class,  which  was  generally  erected  to  the  memory  of  the 
Abbot  or  some  person  of  ecclesiastical  note.  Two  of  the  coffins 
have  been  removed  to  the  churchyard,  where  they  may  be 
inspected  by  the  public  at  large.    The  other  still  retai.is  its 
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origiiml  pouidoa  a9  aur  Alter  Tomb,  attached  t&  the  main  waD^. 
Tbo  eotice  of  tbs  moimmeotal  atonefl  forming  the  flowing  have 
been  placed  in  ihfi  outer  yard  prior  to  the  coneretiog  o^er  of  the 
vaults." — (Cheltenham  Mercury,  May,  1860). 

Similar  discoveries  have  also  been  made  at  Gloucester,  and 
the  coffins  found  are  of  precisely  the  same  style  of  architecture  as 
those  now  described.  In  Gkocester  Cathedral,  three  of  these 
old  relics  of  the  past  are  preserved,  which  were  found  upon 
removing  the  old  screen.  *•  When  these  ancient  parts  were  being 
remoiced,  thi^  stooo  coSoae^  w«ee  fotimi  near  tbc  surfikce, 
<;ontfui)ing  tb?  vt mains  oi  dbree  Abboto,  with  part  o(  the  gloves 
and  robes  remaiiung.,  Nearearto  the  ololsterdoor,  another  stone 
coffin  was*  found,,  containing  a  swoinI,  a  pewter  chaliee,  a  stal^ 
9X^twj0  G£u]iW*^(GouB8el)>  Oftreft^nce  to  ClarkeV  Aroy* 
tec<xur(vl  wx>¥k  on  GloucesteVi  iit  wilibe  seen  tlattm  anengTaidn^ 
of  the  cbanoel  ia  §t  Maory  de  Lode's,,  is^  inokuted  an^  altar  tomb 
0(f  exactly  Uie  same  age  and  design  as  tiiose!  whkb  oeei!lr  in  ovr 
own  Parish  Church,  and  located  like  tlem^  beneath  a  wiadowv 
The  discovery  of  lids  at  different  times  of  the  some  age  aa  these 
coffins,  furthei;  provest  bow  tbey  kiYO  been  distarbed  in  past 
timesv 

"In,  the.  late  iiQpcQTesa^t  in  tbe  ofanrdiyard  of  Chelteinbiifir) 
ftlargjB  solid  stone,  waa  found  of  ^  same  ^pe  as  tii&  eoffili9, 
or  liddiof  coffins^,  now  tobafseen  xnr  Tliiteni  Abb^fi^-^tap«p«d 
from  end  to^end;;  tbei^  was  no  inaeniptioiv  vcmadning,  bot  im 
Abbots  staff;  or  cro^k  ruxuning  itn  whode  leogtb^  and  elabotntely 
carved,  round,  the  ed^ee*  It  has  been  preserved^  and  »ow  lies  m. 
the  left  of  the  ameient  eaaibeya  pftthway/'^^^Gravea  of  our 
Fathers,,  1553). 

The  very  aneiept  euatoea  of  i»aing:btttn^ea  ol  tine  Box  tree 
in.intjerments  wiasialso  praetised.  in  this  dtureb..  The  box  w»s 
re^rded  as  emblematioaV  of  etermty  by  the  fiomans,  and  as 
anx^h,  aiithe  present  dn^,  is  n^ed'  inisarioiis  forms  in  tie  Holy 
Ivuand^,  Smyxnaft  ^  Ifonnandy^  The  poet  Wordsworth  sh^ws 
that  the  box  i3  atiH^sed  et  funearala  in  tlte  Norths  In- one  of 
his  beautiful  poemis^  ooeurs!  tfas^  &dlowing  passage  ami  fbot 
Diote:,—^  "    . 

♦  Tlw  basin,  oC  Bt*  WPOft  jrt«kt)  •!<'  nj  earth*  before^ 
Had  stood  on  the  ubW  at  Timothy's  ^Qor, 
A  coflSn  thrcmgh  Timothy's  threshed  had  past, 
Oltf  Qbil4did  it  bear,  and  tbM  cfail^  the  fost."^' 
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*'  In  several  farts  of  the  north  df  England,  whea  a  funeral  take» 
place,  a  bason  full  of  sprigs  of  Boxwood  is  placed  at  the  door 
of  the  house  from  which  the  oofiin  is  taken  up,  and  each  person 
who  aUends  the  funeral  takes  a  sprig  of  this  boxwood  and 
throws  it  into  the  grave  of  the  deceased.  "**-*( Wordsworth).  In 
the  jear  IS57a  two  vnults,  tiear  the  Clerk's  pew,  in  the  middle 
aisle,  were  opened,  and  nine  «kelet(H»  diseovered  without  anj 
vestige  of  ooffins«  Under  the  heed  of  one  was  a  board  fourteen 
inches  square,  eoveied  wiHh  a  thick  maitiiig  of  the  branches  of 
the  :boK  tree«  preserving  a  perfbot  motstuve,  and  adhering  to  a 
^ull,  whi(di  had  idi  the  flesh  presarved  upon  it  as  if  it  had  been 
embalmed.  The  rest  of  the  skeletons,  whteh  were  noti  nterred  in 
boxwood,  were  perfectly  dry,  and  appeared  of  ancient  date.  In 
Normandy^  box  was  formerly  used  as  a  bedding  fur  coffins ;  the 
corpse  being  laid  on  a  bed  of  aprigs  of  the  i)ox  tree. 

The  classic  carved  altar  piece  and  the  comamnkm  table  hwt 
only  occupied  tbeir  present  posi^en  during  the  past  4ialf 
eentiury*  Thej  were  removed  kem  Gloueester  Cathedral,  in 
1807»  and  at  Uieir  erection^  the  remains  of  «  stone  altar  of  kigh 
antiquity  were  pilled -down,  and  a  wall  painting  was  discovered. 
The  oarved  altar  piece  is  in  the  Elizabednan  style,  and  until  the 
past  Sew  years>  was  stuiuounted  with  figures  and  devices,  life 
sJEe,  mhick  were  removed  in  order  to  give  effect  to  the  dianeel 
widows.  Aoeording  to  a  annute  in  n  book  in  the  Chapter  of 
Gloucester  Cathedral,  it  was  carved  by  Michael  Bysadc  in  1704, 
and  *'  that  ig20,  free  ^ft,  was  granted  to  him  lor  extraordinary 
work  to  the  altar.''  A:s  a  work  of  art  it  is  admirable,  but  it  is 
not  in  character  with  the  Early  Gothic  edifice  whidi  oontalns  it, 
and  it  has  been  proposed  to  reoBOve  it  and  to  stvpply  its  place 
with  a  stained  glass  window*  To  the  right  of  the  present  com* 
munion  iable  is  preserved  the  original  Piscina,  probably  the 
largest  and  most  perfect  of  its  kind  in  England.  This  relic  of 
the  past,  which  is  doubtless  six  centuries  old,  is  in  the  Decor- 
ative Gothic  and  Canopied  form.  Its  base  is  basin  form,  and 
perforated  with  holes.  It  held  the  consecrated  water,  with 
which  the  numerous  articles  used  in  administering  the  sacraments 
were  continua^y  porified.  The  water  in  irhich  the  priest's 
hands  had  been  washed,  that  in  n^^ich  the  chaHce  had  been 
rinsed,  and  the  consecrated  host  which  time  or  accident  had 
tendered  impure,  were  also  dischaii^ed  through  the  same  channel. 
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Eudge,  the  county  hidtoriao,  obsenres — "  The  Pisciua  m  the' 
chancel  is  very  handsomelj  finished.  It 
was  used  for  holding  mr  draining  the  holy 
Water ;  in  some  churches  it  was  yery  plain, 
but  in  others,  as  in  Cheltenham,  highly 
ornamented."  We  give  an  illustration  of 
this  ancient  relict  of  sacerdotal  custom. 

The  spiral  tower  which  rises  from  the 
centre  of  the  noble  pile,  is  a  prominent 
object  for  miles  round  the  town*  It  is  167 
feet  in  height,  and  reposes  upon  a  square 
basement,  on  the  west  side  of  which  is 
inscribed— *' Anno  1622:  J.  W.,'*  which 
probably  refers  to  some  extensive  reno- 
vation at  that  date.  The  architectural 
dstails  of  the  spire  are  very  beautiful,  and  justify  us  in 
assigning  the  period  of  its  erection  to  the  thirteenth  century — 
about  1250.  It  was  anciently  ornamented  with  the  Eoyal  Arms» 
as  appears  from  the  following  entry  in  the  Vestry  Book  : — 
"Memorandum,  that  in  this  year,  1695,  was  the  steeple  of 
Cheltenham  repaired  from  the  upper  hole  to  the  top,  by  James 
Hill,  of  Cheltenham,  stone  mason,  and  in  the  same  year  was  the 
King's  Arms  taken  down  and  set  on  the  west  side  of  the  said 
steeple  or  tower.*'  The  same  authority  also  records  that  on 
June  7,  1810,  a  contract  was  signed  with  Messrs.  Nash  and 
Morgan,  of  London,  **  for  taking  dovm  and  rebuilding  30  feet 
of  the  steeple  of  St.  Mary's  Church,  Cheltenham.** 

In  the  tower  is  a  musical  peal  of  ten  bells.  Eight  of  these 
bells  were  erected  on  April  26,  1824,  at  the  expense  of  the 
parish,  and  the  other  two  were  added  by  contributions  from  the 
ringers.    On  the  Tenor  bell,  these  lines  are  engraved : — 

'*  I  in  prayer  do  combine ; 
The  dead  must  hear 
A  greater  Boaud  than  mine.'* 

On  a  tablet  in  the  church  is  recorded  that  "  Lodowick  Packer, 
gent.,  gave  in  1603,  the  third  bell  to  this  parish.^^  From 
various  entries  in  the  Vestry  Book,  it  appears  that  the  first  bells 
were  cast  by  the  same  firm  as  executed  those  at  present  in  use, 
the  celebrated  Rudhalls,  of  Gloucester.     At  this  company^s 
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foandry,  all  the  old  bells  were  recast  in  1697,  and  made  into 
eight.     On  the  original  Treble  bell  was  inscribed  1-7- 

'*  Abraham  Itudhall  oast  all  we, 
One  thouaand  six  hundred  and  twenty-three." 

These  bells  continued  in  use  until  within  the  past  twenty-eight 
years,  when,  by  a  singular  coincidence,  after  a  lapse  of  two 
centuries,  they  were  finally  melted  down  at  the  original  establish- 
ment. In  1821,  the  Tenor  bell  was  cracked  during  the  ringing 
for  Sunday  morning  service.    On  it  was  the  verse  annexed : — 

**  I,  to  ehuroh  the  living  call, 
And  to  the  grave  do  Bummon  all.'* 

In  the  tower  is  preserved  a  Sanctus  bell  of  ancient  form,  called 
"  the  Saints'  bell."  It  weighs  about  a  hundred  weight,  and 
until  recently,  was  used  as  a  fire  bell  A  fire  engine  and  buckets 
for  holding  water  were  formerly  kept  in  the  entrance  to  the  north 
porch,  and  when  the  "little  fire  bell,"  as  it  was  called,  was  rung, 
the  inhabitants  at  once  repaired  to  the  church.  On  a  tablet 
facing  the  marygold-window,  it  is  recorded  that  **  The  Right 
Hon.  Lord  Gage  gave  a  fire  engine  for  the  use  of  this  town.  In 
the  year  1721,  Sir  John  Button,  Bart.,  gave  a  fire  engine  for  the 
use  of  this  town." 

The  following  is  the  weight  of  the  bells  as  recorded  in  the 
belfry :— 1st— 6cwt.  Oqrs.  19lbs. ;  2nd— 5cwt.  2(irs.  Olbs. ;  3rd. 
6cwt.  Oqrs.  121bs.;  4th— 6cwt.  2qr8.  2lbs. ;  5th— 7cwt.  Oqrs, 
31bs. ;  6th— 8cwt.  Iqr.  31bs. ;  7th— 9cwt.  2qrs.  26lbs. ;  8th— 
12cwt.  Oqrs.  ISlbs.;  9th— locwt.  Oqrs.  25lbs.;  10th— 22cwt. 
2qrs.  261bs. 

A  society  of  ringers  have  been  for  some  years  formed,  and 
regularly  ring  peals  on  Thursday  evenings,  as  also  on  special 
occasions.  Since  the  completion  of  the  new  set  of  bells,  this 
society  has  performed  upon  them  peals  of  a  remarkable 
character— at  one  time  amounting  to  6000  changes, 

♦*  8t.  Mary's  bells  are  chiming^ — 

Chiming  with  solemn  air— 
The  fleeting  minutes  timing 

To  the  hour  of  morning  prayer. 
And  as  from  tower  and  steeple 

The  welcome  music  pours ; 
See '  crowds  of  Christian  people 

Throng  through  the  opened  doors." 
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Tke  present  appearance  of  tie  intericMTy  with  all  its  modem 
innovations,  can  convey  but  a  faint  idea  of  what  the  original 
edifice  was  when  first  completed  by  the  Early  English  archi- 
tect. What  a  beautiful  edifice  it  must  have  been,  with  its 
variety  of  altars,  and  altar  tombs,  and  chantries,  and  chapels, 
all  amply  endowed,  from  one  or  the  other  of  which  Matins,  or 
Vespers,  or  praise,  were  continually  ascending  to  the  Eternal. 
Well  might  the  many  Abbots  of  Cheltenham,  who  adorn  the 
historic  page,  in  this  hallowed  temple,  surrounded  with  suck 
scenes,  nurse  the  flame  that  kindled  their  devotion,  and  whicb  le4 
them  to  prefer  the  cloister  to  the  tumult  and  strife  of  the  outer 
world.  Well  might  the  recluse  select  his  chambered  room  in 
the  North  Porch,  so  near  the  devotional  altar  tombs,  as 
fitting  abode  for  the  man  of  a  studious  and  retiring  disposition, 
there  to  seek  that  quiet  and  calm  which  the  wt)rld  with  all  its 
Tanities  can  never  confer.  Well  nright  the  pilgrim,  devotee,  and 
resident  worshipper,  have  been  awe  struck,  as  their  eyes  rested 
■upon  the  numerous  altars  with  theit  attendant  priests,  the 
illuminated  picture  with  its  mystical  device  which  surrr.ounted 
the  high  altar,  the  rood  loft  which  exalted  the  sacred  emblem  of 
tlie  cross  before  it  at  the  elevation  of  the  host.  Well  might  thejr 
have  been  lost  in  feeKngs  of  wonder,  devotion,  and  humility. 

In  the  Vestry  Book  it  is  said — **  Memorandum,  that  in  the 
yeare  16&9,  the  chimes  in  the  Parish  Church  was  then  erected, 
and  tlie  first  tune  set  upon  them  was  the  1 1 3th  Psalm.**  In  after 
years  the  chimes  were  still  further  improved,  and  played  in 
addition,  the  Morning  and  Evening  hymns,  and  the  i04.th 
Psalm.  They  continued  to  play  regularly,  and  were  repaired 
by  the  churchwardens  up  to  1821.  The  original  "Cheltenham 
Guide,**  published  in  1781,  mentions  that  the  Parish  Church 
"  is  noted  for  a  musical  peal  of  eight  bells,  and  a  tuneable  set  of 
chimes,  which  play  every  three  hours  "  The  chimes  still  ex'st 
in  the  church  tower,  and  their  restoration  would  be  a  most 
desirable  work.  We  trust  that  the  attention  of  the  parochial 
authorities  will  be  directed  to  the  subject,  and  that  the  ears  of 
the  present  inhabitants  will  be  once  more  enlivened  with  the 
sound  of  the  old  church  chimes. 

The  organ  at  present  in  use,  which  has  recently  been  enlarged, 
was  erected  by  voluntary  contribution  in  1810.  It  was  first 
opened  by  a  performance  of  Sacred  music,  in  May,  1811.     W^e 
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put  on  record  the  original  subscribers  to  the  organ,  as  a  proof  of 
the  benevolent  spirit  then  existing  among  the  attendants  of  the 
sacred  edifice.  The  Hst  is  taken  from  the  advertisements 
acknowledging  the  contributions,  which  appearedin  the  Ckelf- 
tnham  Chronide  oi  May  24,  1810  :— 

Bcv.  Vt.  Foulkes  ... 
HeT.  Mr.  Haghei 

Mr.  F.  'WeUs 

Sir  E.  flernes    ...     ... 

Colonel  Riiidell  ...     ... 

liflr.  NtfwcU... 

Mr.  Fruen 

Hr.  H.  Thompson 
Mr.  Ab  By  nib    .,.     ... 
Me.  T.  Gwimneit 

Mr.  Gardner       

Mr,  O.  Jones      

Mr.  BickttkifB      

Mr.Stifei  ...    ....     ».. 

Mr.  T.  Smitli     

Mr.  Newman  ...  •*. 
Mr.  Kidman  «•*  ... 
Mr.  Lan^l^VMlge  ,«.  w. 
Mr.  C.  Newmaroh 

Mr.  Le»ger 

Mr.H.  Fovder  ...    ,,. 

Mr.  T.  JooM      

>»r.  W.  Stone     

Mr.  Liffnily 

Mr.JLSmiU      ...     ^. 

Mr.  W.  Hands 

Mr.  M.  Year«ley 

Mre.Lighton     

Mr.  Cos      

Mr.  Lawrence    ,^     .» 

Mr.  Lambert      

Mr.B.Bnckle    

Mr.  Barrett...    ...     ... 
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The  Parish  Church  congregation  established  a  Sunday  School 
in  July  1787.  The  children  were  tanght  in  a  small  room  over 
the  North  Porch,  which,  in  the  week,  was  used  as  a  free  Day 
School.  The  Sabbath  School  was  supported  by  private  contri- 
butions, and  the  very  early  date  that  it  was  commenced  is  an 
interesting  and  creditable  fact — being  only  six  years  after  Raikes 
had  first  planned  them  at  Gloucester— and  before  the  scheme 
was  publicly  known.  The  Cheltenham  Chrori^ieU,  of  August 
24,  1809,  contains  the  first  notice  (in  its  advertising  columns) 
of  a  public  appeal  on  behalf  of  these  excellent  institutions, 
which  was  introduced,  locally,  by  the  benevolent  Robert  Baikes, 
of  Gloucester.  "Cheltenham. — A  Sermon  for  the  Benefit  of 
the  Sunday  Schools  supported  by  Public  Subscription,  will  be 
preached  in  this  church,  on  Sunday  next,  August  27,  by  the 
Bev.  John  Hepworth,  A.M.,  late  Fellow  of  Caiub  College,  Cam- 
bridge. The  Number  educated  at  these  Schools  amounts  to 
One  hundred  and  twenty,  who  are  partly  clothed.  It  is 
requested  that  the  inhabitants  will  give  orders  to  have  their 
Pews  opened  on  the  occasion."  The  same  local  paper  of  the 
51st  August  following,  informs  its  readers  that  Mr.  Hepworth 
preached  in  the  Parish  Church  from  Ecclesiasticus  xxix  chap.  11th 
verse  : — "  Lay  up  thy  treasure  according  to  the  commandments  of 
the  Most  Highy  audit  shall  bring  thee  more  profit  than  gold, *^  -^ 
The  Editor  observes  that — "A  Sermon  more  admirably 
calculated  for  the  occasion,  or  better  delivered,  we  believe,  we 
have  never  heard,  Mr.  H's  address  to  the  public  in  behalf  of  the 
objects  of  the  charity,  was  extremely  impressive,  and  his  addrebs 
to  the  children  themselves,  was  marked  by  a  judicious,  though 
energetic  simplicity.    The  Collection  amounted  to  £68 15s.  lid,, 
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and  while  we  presume  to  return  our  thanks  to  the  preacher, 
who  also  read  the  whole  service,  we  cannot  avoid  remarking  that, 
although  the  inducements  to  spend  money  are  not  more  scanty 
at  Cheltenham  than  at  other  Watering  Places,  the  company 
have  always  evinced  a  very  great  degree  of  liberality  on  these 
occasions."  Another  most  important  object  which  the  congre- 
gation attained  was  the  establishment  of  an  Auxiliary  Bible 
Society.  Owing  to  the  influence  of  the  Incumbent,  Dr.  Foulkes, 
a  public  meeting  was  convened  at  the  Town  Hall,  on  September 
18,  1814,  which  was  presided  over  by  Thos.  Baghot  de  laBere, 
Esq.,  J. P.  The  collection,  after  the  meeting,  amounted  to  one 
hundred  guineas.  The  members  of  the  congregation  supported 
the  society  solely,  until  1821,  when  the  then  Incumbent,  the 
Rev.  C.  Jervis,  convened  another  public  meeting  at  the  Assembly 
Booms,  at  which  the  following  persons  were  appointed  a 
committee : — ^Dr,  Thomas,  Dr,  Murley,  Dr.  Bradshaw,  Mr.  B. 
Newmarch,  Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Bromfield,  Mr.  Roughton,  Mr. 
Henney,  Mr.  Jas.  Fowler,  Mr.  Gyde,  Mr.  Colt.  Mr.  J.  Fisher. 
Two  only,  of  this  committee,  now  survive — Dr.  Murley  and  Mr. 
Gyde.  Dr.  Murley  has  ever  been  a  most  active  member,  and, 
since  his  retirement  from  medical  practice,  has  devoted  his 
time  to  the  very  benevolent  work  of  circulating  the  Scriptures 
among  the  blind  ;  and  besides  Cheltenham,  visits  the  greater 
part  of  England.  According  to  the  minute  book  in  1822,  the 
order  to  the  Parent  Society  was  for  50  Testaments  and  12  pica 
Bibles  for  distribution,  and  the  selling  price  of  the  Bibles  were 
seven  shillings  and  sixpence.  Such  has  been  the  success  which 
has  marked  this  truly  excellent  institution,  that  it  has  long  since 
been  enabled  to  support  a  Depository  of  its  own  in  Clarence 
Street.  According  to  the  annual  reports  issued  of  the  working 
of  this  society,  it  appears  that  from  1851  to  I860  the  following 
is  the  quantity  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  circulated  in  Cheltenham : 
Bibles,  20,114;  Testaments,  15,187;  in  Foreign  languages, 
1268 ;  Total  36,669. 

The  Communion  Service  belonging  to  the  Church  is  another 
proof  of  the  liberality  of  the  worshippers.  It  is,  perhaps,  one 
of  the  most  beautifully  executed  Sacramental  services  in  England, 
and  was  supplied  to  the  Parish  by  the  late  Mr.  Keviere, 
silversmith,  of  the  town,  at  the  time  the  Bev.  C.  Jervis  was  Incum- 
bent in  1825,  at  a  cost  of  £200.    Through  the  influence  of  the 
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same  minister,  a  new  pulpit  was  erected ;  the  former  one  was 
piesented  to  the  congregation  by  N.  Berkeley,  Esq.,  M.P,,  who 
further  embellished  it  with  crimson  velvet  hangings  at  the  tim© 
of  the  royal  visit  of  George  111, 

The  Parish  Church  congregation  have  always  been  noted  fof 
the  liberality  of  their  contributions.  In  1816,  when  it  was 
proposed  to  found  a  Provident  Society  for  the  Indigent  Poor,  the 
sutn  of  Jg400  was  raised  after  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  C.  Jervis* 
During  ten  years  that  the  dean  of  Carlisle  held  the  livii^  the 
following  sums  were  collected  for  the  different  ol^jects  named  :*— 

Irisli  Societies    ,^ -    «.. 

Distressed  Irish 

Church  Missiotuury  Society      ...      

Cheltenluun  Jdospital and  Dispensary      ....     ... 

Katiooal  Schools  and  National  Society    

Cheltenham  Infant  Schtools       

0»d  Charity  School   ...     ,„     ...     ...     ...     ... 

Pastorisl  Aid  Society  .,.     ...     ,..     t, 

Chnrch  Building  Society  and  St.  Paal's  Church 

Magdalen  Asylum  and  Femde  Hefage    

Jews  Societies    ^ ...     -.,.     .>. 

Orphan  A§ylum  ...     ..» „.     .« 

C  hrisiian  Knowledge  Society  and  Propagation 

<)fth«Gospel 

Cdonial  Church  Society   ,^     ...     ...     ,.,     .,. 

Provident  and  Clothing  Society. 

Ne«  foundland  Schools  and  for  Fire  at  St.  John's 
Several  Collections  of  small  scons  amounting  to 
Sacramental  Ahnsakdibr  the  Poor ...    8965    0    9 


1065  6 

6 

1B5  19 

7 

910  16 

H 

872  «10' 

863  6 

6i 

655  5 

5 

m  11 

4 

568  17 

^ 

409  11 

6i 

353  11 

7 

804  1 

^ 

lis  13 

1 

m  &  to 

101  4 

«l 

282  6 

8 

184  12  lOi 

429  19 

7 

Total .«    £11,709  16    8^ 

MaJdiig  an  aiverace  of  £1170  18i.  8d.  per  a&nntti,ibr  the  teb  years. 

The  annual  statement  of  collections  and  charities,  as  issued  in 
"March,  1861,  showed  that  the  congregation  had  contributed 
iB2052  Is.  2^d.  during  1860.  According  to  a  j)arochial  report 
in  1860,  the  number  of  sittings  in  St  Mary's  Chui^ch  w«s  1176, 
and  in  the  Temporary  Church  1600. 

The  Parish  Church  has  always  been  most  fully  attended  as  a 
place  of  worship.  The  desire  to  obtain  sittings  in  past  y^ars 
has  been  such  that  from  £10  to  £15  per  annum  has  been  paid 
for  the  rent  of  a  pew.  The  parties  who  received  this  high  rental 
were  the  owners  of  what  is  called  **  faculty  pews.*'  This  owner- 
ship was  claimed  by  virtue  of  some  old  agreements  «nd  facuUj[ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


M15  PARISH   CHtmCH.  173 

records.  The  Vestry  Books,  tinder  dates  June  14th,  1786, 
A.pril  20th,  1791,  September  27th,  1791,  and  January  30th, 
1793;  report  meetings  of  the  inhabitants  upon  the  subject.  It 
would  appear  that  by  a  majority  of  votes,  it  was  on  those  occa- 
sions agreed  that  certain  additional  galleries  were  to  be  erected 
by  prirate  contributions,  and  that  the  builders  were,  in  return 
for  such  expenditure,  to  have  certain  pews  allotted  to  them  -. — 
**  To  them,  and  to  their  respective  farailies,  and  to  the  future 
owners  and  occupiers,  and  possessors  of  their  said  respective 
messuages  or  dwelling  houses  aforesaid,  and  their  respective 
families,  wherein  they  might  respectively  sit,  stand,  kneel,  and 
hear,  and  attend  Divine  service  and  senpons,  exclusive  of  all 
other  persons  whomsoever.**  This  act  of  the  parishioners, 
although  it  increased  the  means  of  accommodation  for  public 
worship,  yet,  in  an  architectural  point  of  view,  it  destroys  the 
good  effect  which  the  iiiteripr  would  have  to  the  eye  of  a  visitor, 
the  galleries  having  been  erected  without  regard  to  the  original 
style  and  plan  of  the  sacred  edifice, — an  evil  which  has  beeu 
noticed  by  most  of  the  old  historians.  The  system  of  letting 
and  of  sdrriig  these  faculty  pews  was  aboHshea  after  an  Archr 
deaconal  Visitation  in  18*46,  and  "^the  owners  or  occupiers'* 
now  use  them.  The  only  payment  upon  the  holders  since  that 
period  is  one  vohmtarily  agreed  to,  which  amounts  to  a  few 
shillings  anmraHy,  and  is  apmied'  towards  the  incidental  expenses 
of  conaucting'  public  worsnip.  In  1628,  Mrs.  Ann  Norwood^ 
the  wife  of  the  then  lessee  of  the  manor,  erected,  at  her  own 
expense,  a  gallery  at  the  west  end.  It  was  removed  in  18 13,^ 
aad  several  others  with  it,  which  were,  located  in  the  nave,  in 
order  te  make  room  ibr  additional  pews  on  the  ground  floor. 
The  residue  of  the  pews  not  fticultied,  or  claimed  by  prescriptive 
right,  belong  to  the  parishioners,  and  are  vested  in  the  Church- 
wwdens  for  the  tfme  beinf  . 

•*It  fs^to  be  lamented  that  the  want  of  accommodation  for 
^  nmnerous  ftimflies  aittending  Divine  service  has  rendered 
it  necessary  ta  erect  so  nrany  gallieries,  whereby  the  beauties  of 
the  interior  are  totally  obscured,  or  lost  in  confusion."^ — (Rudge.Y 

•*  Cheltenham  Church  displays,  extemfllly,  much  architectural 
beauty.  The  handsome  interior,  is  entirely  spoilt  by  galleries 
andl  pew*."— (Qompnde). 

"  Tkc  orijgitMd  buflditagwas  a  truly  fine  one,  and  rich  in  its 
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architecture.  The  pews  and  galleries  of  the  Church  greatly 
disfigure  it."— (Hugall). 

On  September  8,  1835,  the  Parish  Church  was  honoured  with 
a  Triennial  Visitation  of  Dr.  Monk,  Bishop  of  Gloucester.  No 
visitation  had  previously  taken  place  here  since  1801 — a  period 
of  thirty'four  yean — the  Bishop  having  transferred  that  honour 
to  Tewkesbury.  On  Dr.  Monk  restoring  it  to  Cheltenham,  on 
this  occasion,  a  deputation  of  the  inhabitants  waited  upon  his 
lordship  to  thank  him  for  his  mark  of  favour,  and  afterwards 
invited  him  to  a  public  dinner.  Dr.  Baring,  the  next  Bishop, 
preached  his  first  sermon  in  this  church,  in  Nov.  1856,  after 
which  nearly  £80  was  collected  for  Church  Extension. 

The  large  attendance  at  this  place  of  worship,  united  with  the 
necessity  of  closing  it  during  its  sanitary  purification,  led  to  the 
erection  of,  in  1859,  a  very  elegant  Temporary  Church,  in  St. 
George's  Place.  Since  the  re-opening  of  the  parent  edifice  in 
1861,  services  have  been  conducted  at  both  buildings  to  full 
audiences.  Such  has  been  the  increase  of  the  population,  that 
the  original  structure  now  contains  about  half  the  congregation. 
We  have  no  doubt  that  some  future  historian  will  have  to  record 
the  erection  of  a  more  spacious  structure  for  the  worshippers  in 
St.  Mary's  district. 

The  Monumekts.— From  the  history  and  architecture  of 
the  structure  we  pass  on  to  notice  the  monuments.  From 
the  discoveries  of  ancient  coffins,  which  we  have  detailed,  there 
is  every  probability  of  its  having  been  used  as  a  place  of  sepulchre 
for  the  past  thousand  years.  It  is  this  fact  that  engenders  so 
many  pleasing  associations.  We  have  many  beautiful  churches 
in  our  town,  displaying  their  architectural  details  as  designed  by 
modem  artist,  but  we  have  hut  (me  Paruh  Church,  with  its 
endearing  ties  of  long  departed  mortals.  We  know  of  no 
greater  pleasure  than  to  enter  it  alone  and  unmolested — to  pace 
the  dim  aisle,  interrupted  by  no  other  sound  than  our  own  foot- 
steps. The  solemn  stillness  of  the  sanctuary  enters  the  recesses 
of  our  mind ;  the  world  and  its  giddy  doings  are  for  awhile 
forgotten,  and  our  spirits  hold  communion  with  those  who  have 
long  been  gathered  to  their  fathers.  The  study  of  history,  and 
the  fulfilment  of  parochial  duties,  have  caused  us  to  spend  many 
an  hour  within  the  precints  of  the  church  wherein  we  worshipped 
in  our  boyhood.    We  have  called  to  mind  the  many  thousands 
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who  have  in  succession  offered  np  their  Sabbath  sacrifices — we 
have  gased  upon  the  cold  and  monumental  efSgies  that  meet  us 
here  and  there — empty  and  silent  images  of  the  once  great  and 
titled  of  our  town— until,  in  imagination,  we  became  lost  to  the 
material  world.  We  have  thought  of  the  ties  of  kindred  and  of 
home,  that  they  tell  us  must  have  been  rent  asunder.  Wkat 
different  feelings  animated  the  breast  of  those  whose  names  are 
sculptured  ?  The  warrior*  the  faithful  pastor,  the  affectionate 
parent,  the  devotee  of  literature  and  science,  all  meet  the  eye  in 
*'  marble  array,**  and  seem  to  warn  us  that 

"  The  8culptur*d  marble  shall  dissolve  in  dust) 
And  fame)  and  wealth,  and  honours  pass  away  j 

Kot  such  the  triumphs  of  tlie  good  and  Just, 
Not  such  the  glories  of  eternal  day." 

The  ''Good  Samaritan"  window,  as  it  illumines  our  path 
with  its  **  dim  religious  light"  across  the  sacred  precints  of  th« 
Hply  Communion,  reminds  us  of  one,  who,  but  yesterday,  held 
the  lordship  of  the  Manor ;  and  who,  in  the  midst  of  a  virtuous 
career,  was  suddenly  summoned,  in  the  prime  of  life,  from  earth 
to  heaven.  The  reverence  of  worshipping  generations — the 
breathing  of  devotional  prayers,  century  after  century;  the 
charitable  tablets  of  the  piously  disposed,  have  each  and  all 
hallowed  the  place,  shedding  over  it  a  holy  and  and  silent  calm. 
There  is  attached  to  the  Parish  Church  a  reverence  proportionate 
to  its  antiquity,  which  suggest  a  train  of  ideas  and  sympathies 
that  would  not  be  engendered  by  viewing  the  most  costly  build- 
ing that  the  artist  of  to-day  can  rear.  The  mural  tablets,  as 
well  as  monuments  are  numerous,  and  their  style  and  inscriptions 
prove  that  they  commemorate  those  that  were  once  the  wealthy  of 
their  race.  This  fact,  added  to  the  size  of  the  structure,  demon- 
strates the  former  importance  of  the  parish,  both  in  a  parochial  and 
religious  point  of  view. 

The  oldest  memorials  are  the  flat  stones  covering  the  vaults 
which  form  the  floor  of  the  church.  The  continual  tread  of  foot- 
steps have  defaced  these  to  a  great  extent,  but  here  and  there  the 
name  and  heraldic  distinction  of  the  once  great  and  noble 
are  decipherable.  William  Prinn,  and  members  of  that 
celebrated  race,  have  their  last  resting  place  denoted  by  a 
recently  restored  flat  stone,  nearly  opposite  the  communion  table 
(as  detailed  in  the  chapter  on  the  history  of  the  Prinn  family.) 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


176  HISTORY  OF  CHELTENHAM. 

Adjoining,  is  the  family  vault  of  the  Greville  family.  This  iai 
unquestionably  the  oldest  memorial  stone  now  in  the  church  that 
is  clearly  traceable.  It  is  a  relict  of  one  of  those  flue  brass 
mementoes  for  which  this  county  is  justly  celebrated*  It  denotes 
the  burial  place  of  the  renowned  Judge  Greville,  who  sat  in  the 
Common  Pleas  during  the  reigns  of  Henry  VII.  and  Heniy 
VIII.,  and  other  branches  and  descendants,  includiDg  a  Rector 
of  Whittington.  They  resided  at  Arle  Court—  a  mansion  that 
yet  retains,  both  externally  and  internally,  marks  of  antiquity. 
On  the  chancel  floor  is  the  effigy,  in  brass,  of  Grerillfe,  tkne  of 
Henry  VI I.  The  monumental  brasses  afford  a  most  valuably 
history  of  art,  from  1892  to  1626,  exhibiting  a  view  of  the 
costume  worn  by  our  ancestors,  both  civil  and  military,  rarely 
to  be  met  with  so  perfect  in  any  other  county  in.  England,'* — 
(Gomonde).  Considering  its  exposed  situation,  the  Greville 
incised  slab  is  not  bajdly  mutilated.  On  it  may  yet  be  clearly 
traced  the  effigies,  in  brass,  of  the  Judge  in  his  judicial  robes,  his 
wife,  his  three  sons,  and  seven  daughters  ]  round'  the  margin  of 
the  stone,  on  brass,  is  the  remains  of  the  original  inscription  as 
follows : — 


SHftnQ^,  t9h^  aStiUiatn  rsumin  tic  X&  VipeoC  il)an|)f,  (n 

An  interesting  memorial  also  occurs  in  the  chancel  on  the 
left  hand  side  of  the  Communion  Table.  This  is  in  the  form  of 
a  sunken  T&blet,  having  two  pannels,  and  the  arrangement  of 
the  letters  on  the  body  of  the  stonework  is  remarkably  curious. 
This  ancient  mural  relic  was  erected  by  a  former  Incumbent  of 
the  parish  to  the  memory  of  his  wife,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Lady  Sandy's,  and  also  **  to  Maria,  his  second  diaughter."  The 
affectionate  inscription  upon  it  is  in  harmony  with  what  history 
has  recorded  of  the  inner  life  of  the  writer.  It  is  "  the  sad 
memorial  of  John  English,  Dr.  in  Divinity,"  who,  out  of  bve 
to  the  cause  of  religion,  filled  the  office  of  Incumbent  when  the 
salary  was  only  £20  per  annum,  in  the  reigns  of  James  I.  and 
Charles  I.  Dr.  English  was  a  martyr  to  the  cause  of  Evan- 
gelical truth,  and  was  one  of  the  many  who  suffered  confinement 
in  the  common  gaol  during  the  Puritanical  persecqtion.  The 
tablet  alludeS:  to  this  painral  incident,  and  sets  forth  that  his 
wife  died  of  a  broken  heart,  in  consequence  of  his  separation 
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fipom  licr  "  by  eighteen  weeks'  dose  impriaonment.^  So  higUj 
was  Dr.  EngUsli  esteemed,  tbat  his  tablet  to  his  wife's  memoiy 
was  originally  placed  directly  oyer  the  Commnnion  Table,  and  in 
tbat  position  the  remains  of  Mrs.  English  and  her  daughter  were 
found  at  the  time  the  Church  was  concreted  in  1860.  When 
the  classic  altar  piece  was  erected,  the  churchwardens  had  the 
tablet  carefully  removed  to  its  present  place,  beneath  the  small 
ohancel  window.  We  give  a  copy  of  the  inscription  in  the  form 
in  which  it  occurs  on  the  following  page. 

Among  the  many  tablets  and  monuments  which  adorn  the 
walls  of  the  sacred  pile  of  a  modem  character  and  worthy  of 
note,  may  be  mentioned  those  intended  as  memorials  to  the 
following  persons : — ^Rev.  C.  Jervis,  M.A.,  former  Incumbent  of 
the  parish,  and  Chaplain  to  the  Duke  of  Cambridge ;  Sir  W. 
Myers,  Bart.,  who  died  at  the  Battle  of  Albuera,  and  his  mother, 
Lady  Elizabeth  Myers ;  General  John  Fennycuicke,  C.B,  .K.H., 
and  Alexander,  his  son,  who  were  both  killed  at  the  Battle  of 
ChiQanwallab  5  Lieut.-Colonel  W.  R.  Elliott,  K.H. ;  Lieut.- 
Col.  W.  C.  Lennox,  H.E.LC.T. ;  Diana,  the  wife  of  Sir  John 
D.  Oyly,  Bart. ;  Lieut.-Col.  Berkeley,  Boyal  Marines ;  Letitia 
Baroness  Clonbrock  ;  Sir  R.  Le  Poor  French ;  Sir  Ralph 
Woodford,  Bart.,  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  the  Court  at  Denmark ; 
Mrs.  Entwisle,  mother  to  the  Duchess  of  St.  Albans ;  T. 
Griffiths,  Esq.,  solicitor,  &c. 

Near  the  centre  of  the  edifice  and  not  far  from  the  pulpit, 
there  is  a  large  tablet  that  deserves  a  special  notice  here.  It  is 
to  the  memory  of  one  that  the  town  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to 
— Captain  SkiUicome,  who  first  planned  out  the  walks  of  the 
origim  1  Spa,  which  was  soon  to  be  patronized  by  the  King  of 
the  realm. 

The  inscription  on  this  memorial  is  of  great  length,  and  gives 
dates  and  particulars,  in  reference  to  the  first  discovety  of  the 
Mineral  Waters,  that  are  of  local  interest.  The  historical 
associations  connected  with  it  will  be  found  fully  detailed 
in  the  account  of  the  SkiUicome  family  given  in  a  previous 
chapter.  Not  far  from  this  monument  is  a  small  marble 
tablet,  which  is  also  connected  with  the  same  period.  It 
denotes  the  resting  place  of  an  humble,  but  significant  person — 
Mrs.  Forty — who  was  pumper  at  the  Original  Spa  at  the  period 
His  Majesty  King  George  III.  drank  the  waters ;  and,  at  whose 
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reqaest)  her  portrait  was  taken.    It  waa  arected  by  aabscriptioa 
amon^  the  tiaitorsof  that  period* 


rfffit  OOtm  tkUtht. 

Over  the  old  nutoiT  Qotldt  diKsy^ray  w^kh  lettds  firom  tha 
oharcbyard  to  the  ehaucd,  on  the  inuor  waU^  in  ati  derated 
position,  there  is  a  han^ome  moral  tablets  The  l0ttei«  apon  lit 
vereclearly  legible  a  few  yeiffs  since,  bnt^  recently,  they  hare  Mti 
away;  and  as  time  rolls  on»  these  pages  will)  perhaps,  be  the 
only  record  of  their  import  This  nearly  loMiterated  monument 
is  intended  to  be  an  alfectionate  memorial  of  a  female  member  of 
the  Heytesbury  family  in  Wiltshire,  of  which  Lord  Heytesbury 
is  the  present  representatire.  This  now  obscure  testimonial, 
which  was  chiseled  by  one  of  the  greatest  swUptors  of  the  day,  tells 
a  sad  and  melanehcdy  tale. 

Cheltenham,  at  Uie  period  when  its  ^a  waters  were  first 
becoming  known,  and  the  titled  and  wedthy  were  attracted  to 
taste  their  mineral  virtues,  was  the  scene  of  a  most  revolting 
murder.  The  victim  was  a  Mrs.  A.  Court  (one  of  the  many 
visitors  who  patronisciid  the  original  well),  of  Heytesbury,  in 
Wiltshire,  who,  with  her  husband,  W.  P.  A.  Court,  Esq.,  and  a 
iiamily  consisting  of  three  daughters  and  four  domestics,  took 
up  their  abode  in  the  town,  at  a  house  on  the  site  of  the  present 
York  Tavern.  Amongst  the  number  of  domestics  was  a  footman, 
30  years  of  age,  oi  the  name  of  Joseph  Armstrong.  At  different 
periods,  sums  of  money  and  articles  of  vahie  had  been  missed 
Irom  the  dwelling-house,  and  the  robber  was  in  vain  searched  for. 
One  morning,  Mrs.  Court  accidently  passed  by  the  dressing- 
room  of  h&t  husband,  at  an  early  hour,  and  detected  Joseph 
Aimstrong  in  the  act  of  taking  jewellery  from  a  chest.  Crime 
too  often  begets  crime.  Armstrong,  sivmg  with  terror  at  the 
thought  of  being  discovered,  resolved  upon  destroying  the  only 
being  who  could  g^ve  evidence  in  a  court  of  law  against  him. 
The  serving-up  of  breakfast  offered  an  opportunity  for  cartying 
his  design  into  efieot»  and  which  proved  to  be,  unfortunately, 
suooessful.  Armstrong  infused  a  largie  portion  of  arsenic  into 
the  tea^ccip  of  his  innotent  laistress^  which  produced  its  dde* 
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terious  effects  almost  immediately ;  she  only  lingered  until  the 
following  morning,  September  23,  1776,  when  she  expired  in 
the  82nd  year  of  her  age.    Shakespeare  truly  says  that — 

*'  Murder,  'though  it  hath  no  tongue, 

Will  yet  speak  with  most  miraoulotts  orgau.*' 

And  so  it  proved  in  this  instance.    The  hnsband  of  the  victim 
had  strong  suspicions  of  the  causes  which  incited  Armstrong  to 
perpetrate  the  execrable  cilme,  and  upon  search  being  made,  a 
paper  containing  arsenic  and  many  of  the  articles  stolen,  were 
found  in  his  private  chest,  and  he  was  handed  over  to  the 
officers  of  justice,  charged  with  the  twofold  crime  of  robbery  and 
murder.    The  murderer  escaped  from  the  house  immediately 
after  the  funeral  of  his  mistress,  which  increased  the  opinion  of 
his  guilt.     With  him  went  a  spaniel  dog,  a  favourite  one  of  the 
master.     This  animal  led  to  the  discovery  of  Armstrong's 
hiding-place.    The  officers  had  been  in  search  for  three  days, 
and  on  the  evening  of  the  third  day,  they  obse/ved  the  dog  on 
the  London-ioad,  near  to  Frog-milL     Considering  that  this  was 
a  good  clue,  they  watched  the  animal  into  a  wood  adjoining,  and 
foSowing  bim,  they  found  the  murderer  secreted  in  a  tree.     The 
youth  and  exalted  station  of  Mrs.  Court  gave  increased  interest 
to  the  tragedy,  and  caused  a  great  sensation,  as  is  evident  from 
the  accounts  of  the  affair  yet  extant  in  the  Oentleman's  Magadne^ 
Newgate  Calendar y  and  the  Morning  Fost,  published  at  the  time. 
The  murderer  was  conv^ed  to  Gloucester  Gaol,  and  took  his 
trial  at  the  Spring  Assizes,  1777.     He  was  convicted,  ordered 
to  be  executed  at   Gloucester,  and  his  body  afterwards  to  be 
hung  in  chains  on  a  gibbet,  as  near  the  spot  where  he  committed 
the  foul  crime  as  the  parish  authorities  would  allow.     Between 
the  day  of  his  condemnation  and  that  fixed  for  his  execution^ 
Armstrong  made  several  determined  attempts  at  self-destruction, 
but  they  were  all  thwarted  by  the  vigilance  of  the  gaoler.     At 
that  period,  the  sanguinary  criminal  laws  were  in  full  force,  and 
the  doctrine  of  "  blood  for  Wood"  held  paramount  sway  over 
the  feelings  of  the  community.    Armstrong  was  duly  executed 
amidst  the  execrations  of  a  numerous  multitude,  and  died  the 
death  of  ignominy  ;  and  the  remaining  portion  of  the  sentence 
was  carried  out.    Amongst  the  many  events  which  have  wrought 
such  important  changes  in  the  position  of  this  town  was  that  of 
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enclosing  all  the  commonable  lands  of  the  district,  half  a 
century  since.  One  of  the  many  lands  thus  enclosed  was  situate 
a  little  below  North  Lodge,  the  late  residence  of  Lord  Dunally, 
and  denominated  ''  The  Marsh."  At  the  time  the  murder  was 
committed,  "  The  Marsh,"  according  to  Moreau's  Tour  to 
Cheltenham  Spa,  was  one  of  the  earliest  drives  for  visitors. 
•*  The  most  common  ride,"  he  says,  "  has  generally  been  in  the 
Marsh  at  the  back  of  the  town,  a  mile  round,  with  a  pleasant 
view  of  the  neighbouring  hills."  The  Marsh,  being  thus  a 
public  road  and  waste  land,  was  selected  as  the  spot  for  the 
exhibition  of  the  retribution  of  offended  justice.  In  the  centre 
of  the  Marsh,  a  lofty  gibt^et  was  erected,  and  lest  it  should 
become  mutilated  by  time  or  by  any  malicious  persons,  the  posts 
were  pierced  with  pieces  of  iron  and  massive  "hob  nails."  On 
the  cross-bar  of  this  gibbet,  was  suspended,  in  strong  chains, 
the  body  of  Armstrong,  the  murderer.  The  body  was  publicly 
brought  from  Gloucester  on  a  low,  open  four-wheel  truck,  drawn 
by  a  horse.  A  considerable  number  assembled  to  witness  its 
being  placed  on  a  gibbet,  which  was  done  with  all  the  usual 
formularies  of  an  execution.  The  office  of  hangman  was  performed 
by  Mr.  Artus,  to  whom  was  awarded  the  fee  of  half  a  guinea  for 
his  unpleasant  task.  When  the  corpse  had  been  suspended 
about  an  hour,  in  consequence  of  the  weight  of  the  chains,  the 
cross-bar  broke,  and  it  fell  to  the  ground.  A  strong  piece  of 
oak  having  been  procured,  the  body  was  again  raised,  and  finaUy 
remained.  The  Marsh  became  deserted  as  a  public  drive ;  its 
name  was  associated  with  terror  and  superstition  in  the  minds  of 
tiie  inhabitants  generally ;  no  one  would  pass  that  way  when 
evening  had  once  set  in,  for  fear  of  shanng  a  like  fete  with 
"  Tarn  O'Shanter."  The  precise  spot  where  the  gibbet  stood 
was  where  a  gate  has  been  erected  in  the  by-lane  behind  Lord 
Dunally's  residence,  leading  to  the  Marie-hill  estate,  and  in 
almost  a  direct  line  with  Dunally  Street  and  the  present 
Henrietta  Street,  the  ancient  ^'  Fleece  Lane."  Mrs.  Court  lies 
buried  in  a  vault  near  the  south  entrance  into  the  Old  Church- 
yard. Over  the  vestry  door  in  the  Parish  Church,  at  the  spot 
we  have  been  describing,  her  affiicted  husband  erected  to  her 
memory  a  neat  white  marble  tablet,  on  which  is  the  following 
inscription,  by  the  celebrated  Westmacott : — 
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To  the  MesMrj  of  KATB£KINE» 

Th§  Vife  of  William  P.  A.  Court,  of  H«Fto*pry  JatheCoimty 

of  WUts.EBq., 

Who  dtparted  this  Life  on  the  fSd  day  of  Sept.  1776, 

in  th«  S2»d  year  of  her  age. 

The  Btrictect  Honour  and  Tirtue,  £lje;gance  of  Manners, 

Integrity  ef  Heart,  and  Delicacy  of  Sentiment, 

Endeared  her  to  a  Select  C^«le  of  Friends  and  Acquaintance. 

She  if?afi  cherishedasan  only  Child  by  an  indulgent  Father, 

Beloved  from  Infancy  by  a  tender  Uasband, 

In  whose  Arms  She  pied  an  unnatural  Death  Effected  by  Poiaon, 

Administered  by  the  hands  of  a  Cruelly  Wicked  liyery  Servant 

Whose  Eesentment,  at  beiog  detected  in  Thoft, 
Prompted  him  to  Perpetrate  this  horrid  and  Execrable  Crime. 


The  lelatives  of  the  ipurder^r,  wbo  teeideH  wm  tUs  tewo,  wem 
of  respectable  onigiQ,  a»d  Ixad  but  veeeMy  oettled  ieareiroin 
PubUU)  and  were,  of  course,  annoyed  «it  tbe  public  cadblbiiioQ 
that  wa0  being  made  of  tbe  co^se.  0«f  morning,  abottt  twelve 
months  after  the  erection  of  the  gibbet,  the  body  aad  the 
ponderous  chains  were  missing,  it  wm  bdievied  «t  the  tiive 
that  the  friends  of  the  deceased  had  removed  it ;  the  greupd  was 
broken  up  by  the  hoo&  of  horses,  so  that  it  appcaned  to  have 
been  forced  down  bv  horse  power^  intt  all  search  for  tke  body 
proved  fr  uitlessi  The  posts  continued  to  remain  in  ih6at  origimi 
position  Tmtil  the  ground  becamis  private  property,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  afore^named  Enclosure  Ajct.  When  these  poate 
were  in  the  aet  of  beuig  removed  for  the  pisrpow  of  planting 
hedges  and  encloaiue  the  grou^,  the  chain  and  the  bones  of  the 
murderer  were  found  directly  beneath  the  cross-bar  firom  vdience 
they  had  been  suspended*  a  Uw  feet  below  tbe  surface.  The 
man  (a  very  youi^  oue)  whQ  made  the  discoveiy«  was  so  lerror 
$trick«n,  in  conse(]^nce  of  so  many  sopevstitioiis  tales  tkai 
were  then  current  on  the  subjeet,  that  he  died  in  a  few  dm 
(fterwarde  I  The  skull  of  the  munleiier  was  purchased,  at  the 
time  of  its  exhumation,  by  Dr.  Minster,  and  the  nemadnderof 
the  skeleton  by  Pr.  KewoU,  both  eminent  medical  men  rending 
in  tbe  town  at  thie  time.  The  spot  is,  «veai  ko  this  d^,  a  icry 
solitary  one^  and  some  idea  onay  be  farmed  of  its  deeokte 
character  when  it  is  stated  that  it  formed  a  "  Marsh,"  without  a 
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m^  Ubi|»ti0i».  TIbe  tasm  pa^  wese  removed  la  tmr  the 
present  CJoabwc)?  House,  md  wm»  used  us  gate^tl^  The 
spirit  of  enterprise  which  characterised  the  residents  of  tiis 
"  Queen  of  Waterfi^  Pl^oes"  some  yeaw  agp„  ied  to  the  removal 
of  all  that  was  unsightly  or  nojt  ealcsjfited  to  iaccord  with  the 
taste  of  the  fashionable  visitor.  These  giblaet^sts  formed  the 
gate  entrance  to  a  boarding-school  which  then  existed,  and  not 
only  their  removal,  but  their  final  deetruotiop  Wfts  resolved  upon, 
for  fear  they  should  again  ooajmre  up  scune  more  "  midnight 
spectres."  This  was  ultimately  accoipplished  by  committing 
them  to  a  bonfire,  specially  kindled  for  the  purpose ;  and  thus 
ends  the  last  link  ki  the  chain  of  Ike  Mstory  of  the  tragieal 
murder  committed  at  Cheltenham  1 

Like  th^  intedor  of  the  edifioe,  the  cburoliyavd  without  is  the 
silent  depository  off  maay  familiea  of  distinotiion.     Here  are 
monuments  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Etntwisle,  the  Mother  of  Her 
Grace  the   Duchess  St,  Albans ;   Sir  Isaae  Heard,  Garter, 
King  at  Arms ;  Sir  John  Madieaa,  &c^  members  of  the  Napiei 
family,  lie  interred  near  the  central  entrance  from  the  High 
Street,     On  fk  tomb,  to  ^he  mmmy  of  C«pteb  &  Yomag- 
husband,  is  the  following  additional  inscription; — ^^In  18&1, 
was  renewed  by  I^ady  Napier,  the   only  filter   of  the   late 
Captain  G.  Younghusband,  H.N.,  and  wife  of  Admiral  Sir  Charles 
Napiar,  as  a  sincere  tribute  of  aflfection  \q  her  lamented  brother/* 
The  ancestors  of  the  ridi  and  eeoentric  baiier  of  Gloucester, 
James  Wood,  Esq.,  are  buried  about  midway  along  the  path 
wWh  lead*  from  th^  HighS^wt  toC5h«f^r  Waft;,    A.ttte 
time  the  ve^  iwaa  wlarge4,  th^  wnaiw  of  W^  old  ^^fm- 
stones  were  built  in  with  the  outer  wall,  bearing  xlatci  1^%  9m 
1614. 

Amongst  so  many  mementoeis  of  the  dead  which  record 
the  resting  place  of  the  tilled  «ttd  wealthy,  are  the 
remains  of  a  few  that  belong  to  the  humbler  ranks  in  life. 
These  are  fast  fading  away,  and,  in  order  to  rescue  them  from 
oblivwn,  and  to  illustrate  the  period  when  the  't^^^  '^ 
occupied  by  the  ueual  residents  of  a  country  village,  we  transcrWe 
a  few  epitaphs,  noteable  for  their  quaintness  and  eocenferieitiea. 
AlK)ut  midway  aio©g  the  path  leading  from  the  Hig^  Street 
4otheehaneel,l9  a  flat-stone,  forming  the  burial  place  of  one 
of  the  old  femilies  of  the  town.     The  fidlowing  inscr^tion. 
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which  used  to  attract  the  attention  of  visitors,  was  once  cleariy 
legible  upon  it.  It  is  now  neaiiy  defaced  by  the  continual  tread 
of  footsteps; — 

**  To  the  memory  of  John  Higgs,  died  182o. 

Here  lies  John  Higgs, 
A  famous  mtat  for  kilhng  mg9. 
For  kilLin^  pigt  was  his  aeUght 
Both  morning,  aftei-noon^and  night. 
Both  heats  and  cold  he  did  endnre, 
Which  no  physieian  eouM  e're  cure } 
His  knife  is  laid,  his  work  is  done, 
I  hope  to  heaven  his  soul  is  gone." 

Not  far  from  this  vault  is  a  headstone,  on  wMcb  is 
inscribed : — 

^  To  the  memory  of  John  Faine,  bladcsmith,  died  179&. 

My  sledge  and  hammer  lies  roelined,  ^ 

My  bellows  j^ipe  has  lest  its  wind, 

My  fire's  extinct,  my  forge  decayed,. 

And  in  the  dust  my  vice  islayed,. 

My  eoal  is  spent,  my  iron's  gone. 

My  nails  are  drove,  my  work  is  done/*' 

Ob  a  small  broad  headstone  aie  the  ibllowing^  brief  but 
curious  lines : — 

•*  To  the  memory  of  Isaac  Ballinger,.  died  172  K 

Header  I  pray  covet  not  this  worlds 

Out  of  it  you  may  soon  be  hurled,.  * 

For  as  a  wheel  it  turns  about. 

And  it  was  a  wheel  that  turned  me  out.'' 

An  Innkeeper  who  was  connected  with  the  "  Crown**  and 
**  White  Hart/*  thus  chronicled  in  witty  terms  his  woridly 
connections : — 

"  In  memory  of  Amos  Quimby, 
My  *  Crown'  to  God  I  do  resign^ 
My  children  to  a  faithful  friend„ 
My  wife  was  left  to  weep 
When  I  the  •  Crown'  forsook.^ 

A  Chubch  House  existed  at  the  Chester  Walk  entrance  to 
the  churchyard  until  August  13, 1813,  when  it  was  removed  by 
an  order  of  the  Yestry,  in  consequence  of  its  dilapidated 
condition.  Upon  taking  down  the  key  stone  of  the  arch  of  the 
doorway,  the  date  a.d.  1507,  was  discovered.  It  afforded 
shelter  for  four  indigent  inhabitants,  and  formed  a  sort  of  Alma, 
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House  without  an  endowment.  This  relic  of  the  monastic  em 
is  thus  aUuded  to  in  the  Jurors'  Beport  at  the  Manor  Office,  in 
1626 : — "  That  there  is  no  land  or  rents,  to  their  knowledgp 
concealed,  detained,  or  denied,  other  than  the  Church  House, 
which  standeth  for  the  most  part  in  the  churchyard."  These 
houses  were  built  before  the  monastic  dissolution ;  and  when 
Protestantism  was  first  the  law  of  the  land.  They  were  in 
operation  until  the  old  poor  law  introduced  poor  rates  to  relieve 
the  locally  distressed.  The  poor  inhabitants  were  regaled  in 
them,  and  the  sums  collected  for  that  object  yielded  more  than 
was  necessary,  and  prevented  any  appeal  to  the  public  for  a  local 
tax.  Fosbrooke  shows  that  the  surplus  in  some  local  parishjra 
was  sufficient  to  keep  the  church  in  repair.  He  says  that  two 
modes  were  resorted  to  to  raise  the  money  spent  in  Church 
Houses ;  the  Offertory,  every  month,  which,  in  the  case  of  Br. 
Hammond,  of  Westridge,  was  so  successful  in  his  parish, 
"(hat  there  was  little  need  of  ever  making  any  tax  for  the 
poor,  he  even  got  a  stock  for  apprenticing  poor  children,  and  a 
surplusage  to  assist  neighbouring  parishes."  ''The  Church- 
wardens' wives  used  to  collect ;  a  custom  still  used  in  Catholic 
countries." 

*•  fiere,  also,  was  a  Church  House ;  the  lower  rooms  of  these 
were  habitations  of  the  poor ;  in  the  upper  room  was  held  the 
Manorial  Court  and  Vestry ;  every  Sunday  morning  a  market 
was  held  for  all  kinds  of  provisions,  and  here  the  inhabitants 
had  their  music  and  dancing." — (Fosbrooke.) 

Aubery  tells  us  that  in  his  day  no  rates  for  the  poor  were 
levied,  but  that  the  church  ale  of  Whitsuntide — to  use  his  own 
words — "  did  the  business,"  In  every  parish  there  was  a  place 
called  the  "  Church  House,"  to  which  belonged  "  spits,  crocks, 
and  utensils  for  cooking."  In  these  houses,  once  a  year,  the 
people  of  the  parish  were  wont  to  assemble. 

"  Before  the  Beformation,  there  were  no  poors'  rates ;  the 
charitable  doles  given  at  religious  houses,  and  church  ales  in 
every  parish,  were  sufficient.  In  every  parish  there  was  a 
*  Church  House,'  to  which  belonged  spits,  pots,  crocks,  &c.,  for 
dressing  provisions.  Here  the  housekeepers  met,  and  were  merry, 
and  gave  their  charity.  The  young  people  came  there  too,  and 
had  dancing,  bowling,  shooting  at  butts,  &c." — (Antiquarian 
Repertory). 
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The  drarchjard  was  originally  exposed,  and  beia^  a  piaes  of 
public  thoroughfare,  much  injury  w«&  done  to  the  tomb  stoneat. 
idereral  very  ancient  eonventusl  flat  stones,  with  Lonftbard&t 
inscriptions,  by  the  North  Foveh  door,  were  gnuiufi%  mutilated. 
This  was  further  effected  by  the  spot  being  vtsed  ae  a  play  qirovrnd, 
by  the  scholars  attending  the  Charity  School  which  wa»  carrisd 
on  oyer  the  porch,  untU  the  room  in  Deironshire  Street  wa& 
erected.  The  present  enclosure  of  the  yard  by  ironcaiiiaga  W9fk 
effected  in  1865,  through  the  exertions  of  C.  Uaie,  a  dbrmer 
town  surreyor,  at  a  cost  of  JB650  :  half  was  raised  by  vohiotaij 
contributions,  and  the  rest  paid  out  of  the  Comflyfiaioner s'  Rate. 
The  author  of  a  ''Tour  toOhehefihan  Spa,'''  ISM,  obacrres  :«^ 
**  The  churchyard  is,  by  Mr-iMoreau,  called  the  mostbeautiMia 
England,  extending  fmm  £ast  to  West,  about  three  huadred 
feet,  and  rendered  particularly  agreeably  by  its  walks  being 
shaded  with  double  rows  of  lime  trees,  which  surround  and 
cross  it.  At  the  South- West  gate,  a  neat  gravel  widks  Jeada  ^ 
the  Church  Mead,  and  through  this,  another  to  the  Chelt,  over 
which  a  draw  bridge  is  thrown  to  form  a  passage  to  ihepdpiia 
walks,  planned  by  Norborne  Berkeley,  Lord  Bottetourt.  Tho 
church  spire,  rising  from  the  walk,  forms  a  very  pleasing  poiat 
of  view  from  the  Well.'^ 

The  Csoss.^*-*Ib  thechurch'* 
yard  is  a  stone  cross  of  high 
antiquity.  The  basement  twin 
demly  belongs  to  the  early  part 
of  the  thirteenth  eeot^.  The 
cross  consists  of  a  single  shaft, 
rising  from  the  centre  of  a  pe* 
destal,  on  each  side  of  vbkk  is 
a  flight  of  massive  stone  steps. 
Until  within  the  past  few  ye^rs, 
two  sun  dials  were  placed  on 
the  apex,  as  represented  in  our 
sketch.  The  origin  of  these 
parochial  crosses  are  referable  to 
various  causes,  both  of  a  local 
and  national  ehaf  aeter.  They 
were  plaoed  in  charehyarda 
''  to  inspire  reverence  for  the 
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mysteries  nrliieh  the  people  wave  about  to  witness."  ^  Otooaes 
weve  sometimes  boundaries;  spraetisies  eseoled  to  reeond 
remarkable  eirents,  as  where  a  battle  had  been  fought,  or  persona 
dain  the»i]| ;  som^imes  pboed  on  the  spot  where  ai^  singiidai 
iastanoes  of  <j^od's  mercy  had  been  shown ;  or  where  a  penon 
had  been  iiurdeffed  by  Pobbera»  or  met  wkh  any  violent  death, 
where  the  ccurpee  of  any  great  persom  rested ;  and  Tiery  ofbea  in 
chfii^^yafcb  to  remind  the  people  of  the  benefits  vomchsafed  to 
us  by  the  Gross  of  €hrbt.;  and  in  early  tinas  at  most  places  of 
public  concoEraeT  At  those  crosses  the  oorpse>  in  oarryiog  to 
oimrch,  was  set  down,  that  jdl  the  people  attending  mi^  piay 
for  the  sobI  of  the  depastedu  It  was  oostomairy  for  mendicants 
to  statkn  themseinres  at  crosses  Ac  solicit  alms  ka  Christ's  sake, 
SBid  pmmaaces  weoe  sometimes  ^shed  at  them,  which  c(Hicluded 
with  weeping  aad  the  usMai  marks  of  oonferition.''«^(Afeha90* 


**  Crosses  in  chcu:eiiy«pd8,  seem  to  have  had  other  usee ;  for, 
in  the  earlier  ages,  hi  some  plaees,  where  they  had  no  ohurdi 
built,  Divine  service  was  performed  under  a  cross  in  some  open 
a^d  eowvenieot  place/' — (B,udge).  **  iL&re  stood  a  cross  upon 
the  void  ground,  and  that  the  same  cross  was  worshipped  by  the 
parishioners  there,  as  crosses  be  eommonty  worshipped  in 
churchyards/'  ^  (Vestry  fi^cords,  Nov.  25,  1449,  Mary 
Magdakn,  London.) 


CHAPTER      XI. 


^Rbe  5Rttto?p. 

The  past  history  of  the  Incumbency  of  the  parish  is  replete  with 
incidents  which  illustrate  the  different  phases  of  religious  faith 
though  many  successive  ages.  The  enquiry  divides  itself  into 
two  separate  branches — the  period  before,  and  the  period  after 
—the  Reformation.  From  the  first  local  establishment  of 
rdigious  institutions  by  the  early  Saxon  converts  down  to  the 
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orertlirow  of  Catholicism  by  Henry  YHI.,  Cheltenham  had 
ample  endowments  for  the  support  of  ministers  to  its  ancient 
diurch,  chapels,  and  chantries.  From  the  days  of  Protestantism 
downwards,  the  property  formii^  these  endowments  passed  into 
private  hands,  and  as  a  conseqoence,  the  maintenance  of  religions 
worship  has  been  fraught  with  some  difficulty.  The  lands 
connected  with  the  living  were  of  considerable  vslue,  and  where 
leased  out  from  time  to  time  to  parties  by  the  reigning  monarch, 
on  condition  that  ministers  were  supported  out  of  the  income  so 
arising.  The  non-fulfilment  of  these  conditions  has  caused 
most  injurious  effects.  This  has  arisen  in  some  measure  from 
the  practice  of  subletting  io  individuals  who  were  called 
"  farmers  of  tythes."  During  the  early  reign  of  the  Protestant 
faith,  one  of  the  longest  lessees  was  the  edebrated  philosopher 
and  statesman.  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon.  And  during  the  same 
period  another  notable  character,  in  religious  history,  was 
Incumbent — the  persecuted  Puritan  Divine,  Dr.  English.  The 
churches  of  Cheltenham  and  Charlton  were  one  united  livings 
and  are  both  referred  to  in  the  same  documents. 

The  ancient  ecclesiastical  history  of  Cheltenham  unfolds  many 
very  curious  incidents,  which  fully  demonstrate  the  former 
antiquity  and  importance  of  the  town.  A  prominent  portion  of 
that  history  is  the  evidence  which  pipves  the  early  establishment 
and  subsequent  endowment  of  our  local  curacy.  The  great, 
extent  and  celebrity  of  this  "  Queen  of  Watering  Places" 
renders  it  desirable  to  ascertain,  as  far  as  possble,  every  parti- 
cular concerning  its  past  vicissitudes,  and  the  erection  of  many 
modem  places  of  worship  has  increased  the  antiquity  and 
interest  connected  with  the  original  living.  It  will  be  therefore 
not  an  uninteresting  task  to  trace  out  the  first  endowment  and 
subsequent  vicissitudes  of  the  perpetual  curacy  of  Chelten- 
ham. 

The  history  of  the  Cheltenham  incumbency  may,  in  fact,  be 
said  to  commence  with  the  first  traceable  account  of  a  local 
Christian  institution.  At  the  period  Doomsday  Book  was 
written,  in  the  eleventh  century,  '*  priests"  are  mentioned  as 
supported  by  land,  and  "  Beinbald  holds  one  hide  and  half, 
which  belongs  to  the  Church."  Thus  it  is  evident  that,  Jong 
prior  to  that  date,  a  corporate  ecclesiastical  body  must  have  been 
in  existence.    Of  one  of  the  priests  thus  recorded,  it  is  said  that 
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*'  Heinbald  was  Dean  of  the  Collegiate  Church  of  Cirencester^ 
and  in  1066,  23rd,  Edward  the  Confessor,  Chancellor  of 
England,  set  his  hand  as  a  witness,  subscribing  himself  such,  to 
the  Charter  of  Privileges,  granted  by  that  King  to  the  Abbej 
of  Westminster.  Beinbald  lies  buried  in  the  body  of  the 
diurch  of  Cirencester* — (Cheltenham  Guide,  1786). 

From  these  authentic  sources  we  learn  that  endowments  for 
the  support  of  a  church  had  existed  in  the  Saxon  era,  and  from 
that  early  age  down  to  the  rejection  of  Catholicism  as  the 
religion  of  the  State,  ample  provision  had  been  made  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  local  priesthood.  The  property  which  Saxon 
and  Norman,  in  succession,  gave  for  the  support  of  religious 
rites,  was  enhanced  by  fiurther  bequests  in  following  ages. 
Henry  I.  gave  a  mill  and  various  lands  in  the  vicinity,  then 
producing  annually  £24,  as  an  endownment.  At  this  time  the 
rector  of  Leckhampton  had  to  contribute  two  shillings  every 
year  in  aid  of  the  endowment.  The  next  possessor  of  our 
curacy  was  the  then  flourishing  abbey  of  Cirencester,  it  having 
been  given  to  that  institution  by  Henry  in  1133 ;  and  the  gift 
was  confirmed  with  great  poinp  and  ceremony  by  Pope  Celestine, 
in  1289.  It  would  appear  that  the  Cheltenham  curacy  at  this 
period  was  an  object  of  peculiar  interest,  for,  immediately  after 
it  came  into  possession  of  Cirencester  Abbey,  the  value  of  the 
endowment  was  enhanced  by  the  gift  of  seven  large  estates  by 
six  celebrated  noblemen ;  among  the  number  was  Sir  Walter 
Hawkes,  the  first  local  crusader.  The  records  of  Lanthony 
Priory  (the  ruins  of  which  still  exist  near  Gloucester)  relate, 
that  some  of  the  lands  forming  the  endowment,  and  situate  in 
Down*Hatherley,  were  rented  by  that  edifice  for  domestic 
purposes,  and  an  annual  rental  paid  for  the  same  in  1251.  The 
lamentable  civil  wars  which  took  place  during  the  succeeding 
reigns  of  Henry  II.  and  Henry  III.,  caused  great  reversions  in 
the  religious  property  of  the  country.  In  1416,  the  second 
year  of  the  last  reign,  our  curacy  was  possessed  by  the  richly 
endowed  Nunnery  of  Sion,  which  was  situated  at  Brentford. 
At  length  came  the  memorable  reign  of  Henry  YIII.,  and  with 
it  the  dissolution  of  all  monastic  property — and,  as  a  conse- 
quence, our  curacy  once  more  became  invested  in  the  Crown. 
Like  all  sinular  curacies,  it  was  succesively  let  on  lease  on  May 
22, 1660,  to  Sir  Henry  Jemingham;  on  May  10, 1592,  to  Sir 
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W.  Oreentv^n ;  aod  oti  Fdbrattry  %n\t  Urt,  to  fiamfe  BaddD, 
Esq.,  aftfflrwaf  ds  the  Lord  Ckimcislto,  and  Uie  renowned  state»* 
man  ai^  philo^ophef' ;  aiid  tdtittiately  it  was  giranted  hj  King 
James  to  Siv  BaptiBt  Hicks. 

In  preriims  thapten,  we  have  Imd  to  tetet  to  the  servicse 
wbich  a  former  Steward  of  the  Manors  ot  Gheltenlmdi  md 
Cfaarit(»  has  rendered  as  a  recotder  of  local  events.  To  John 
Stabbs  we  are  again  indebted  for  the  preservation  of  some  of 
ibe  most  enrions  and  intensting  documents  belonging  to  ths 
Onracy  since  the  days  of  Protestantism.  The  mfmnscripts^ 
from  the  facts  they  contain,  are  most  invaluable,  is  duddating 
the  earij  struggle  for  support  made  l^  the  Anglican  Gbm^ 
We  print  these  doctmients  verbatim,  feeling  assured  that  they, 
will  be  lead  with  interest,  on  account  of  the  light  which  they 
throw  upon  the  histoiy  of  idigioos  institutions  at  the  dawn  of 
the  Befcurmation : 

"  EKi/rdd  of  a  Letter  from  X  Stuhhga,  to  Sr,  Ma/meU,  Prmclpdl  of 
Jems  College;,  Oxfordf  dated  Gha/tUton  Kmges,  Jtme  25, 1633, 
as  to  the  state  ofjhe  cti/res  cmd  their  maiidenclnfice  in  OheHt&nham 
and  Chafleton  Kvngen, 

"  Eec'oria  du  Cheltenham  cti  capella  de  Chaileton  B'g  eidem 
anneiat.  com.  Qlouo*r. 

"  40  Eliz.  2^7  Eebr«  The  premises  w«re  granted  to  Franoest 
Bacon,  Esq.,  for  40  years,  under  the  rent  of  751bs,  18  4,  and 
under  these  exceptions  and  coven'ts,  except  the  advouson  of  the 
Church  and  Chapel*  The  Lessee  to  find  two  fit  and  discreet 
Cha^ains,  and  two  Beacons^  to  <^ebrate  Bivme  service^  and 
idso  to  find  bread  and  Wine  fbr  the  Sacrament,  and  straw  to 
the  Chtirchesy  and  Bopes  and  Bells,"  which  lease  was  to 
commence  prefeently,  if  no  former  Lease  were  theretofore  made 
thereof,  if  yea  then  fjrom  the  determination  thereof. 

"Frances  Morrice  and  Frances  Phillips  purdias^  the 
premises  of  King  James  for  the  use  of  divert  contracts  in  fee 
iarm  amongst  divers  other  impropriations. 

*'  The  premises  came  to  the  hands  of  Sir  Baptist  Hicl».  Kii^ 
James  graunted  the  same  unto  the  said  Sir  Baptist  and  his  heirs 
in  fee  simple  upon  his  surrender  of  the  fee  farm  thereof  into  his 
Majesty's  hands,  together  with  the  parsonage  of  Cambdin. 
exciting  the  adronsons  of  Churches  and  Chapels. 
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"  Abdul  ite  jear  of  oKa  Lor4  1^09^1  shftived  Dr.  Parry,  tie 
Bisliop  of  Gloucester,  the  true  Copy  of  tte  Lease  granted  to 
Mr.  Bacoti)  afterward*  Lord  Cbaueellor)  and  desired  his  aid  for 
the  settikig  oi  prcnehing  Ministers  in  the  said  Churches,  and  for 
the  allowance  of  sufficient  Stipends  (which  I  was  informed  waB 
In  his  Lordship*e  power),  for  their  maintenance,  who  shortly 
fiftetwartU  j^nreiached  at  Cheltenham,  and  dealt  w^h  Mrs.  Badger 
(the  tnotW  of  both  of  the  Higg^s  mencdiied  in  your  Deede,) 
about  the  encreasing  the  Minister's  stipends,  and  that  leameq 
IPVeachcrs  might  he  provided  for  the  said  Churches.  But 
tnding  her  obstinate,  the  tarishioners  peticoned  the  Erie  of 
Satisbu)^  and  Sir  Julius  Ceesar,  Chancellor  of  the  Exdiequel 
(who  hare  alwayes  commission  to  deale  for  the  King's  Lands 
and  revenues  and  all  things  thereunto  appertayning),  to  take 
^me  speedy  course  for  reformation  of  the  said  abuses,  and  the 
toid  Lord  Bishop  delivered  the  peticon  with  his  own  hands^ 
Whereupon  my  Lord  Tre*r  directed  his  L're  to  the  said  Mw. 
Higges,  the  farmer  of  the  premises,  as  it  followeth,  via.  j— 

"  *  After  my  hearty  comendacons,  having  receaved  from  my 

*  good  Lord,  the  Lord  Bp.  of  Gloucester,  a  oomplt.  against  you 

*  iu  the  name  of  the  Parishioners  of  Cheltenham  and  Cbarletonj 
Hhat  Whenreas  by  a  Covencmt  contained  in  your  lease  of  tho 

*  ympropriat  Rectory,  there,  you  are  bound  to  maynteyn  at  your 
*oWti  costs  and  charges,  two  discreet  Chaplains,  and  two 
'  Deacons,  for  the  service  of  God  and  in«tructing  Hi«  people  in 
'the    sd^    Charches,  you  have,  notwithstanding,  maynteyned 

*  only  two  reading  Ministers  there  with  the  only  allowance  of 
*121b  a  year  to  the  scandall  of  the  Church  of  God,  and  the' 
^  deiraadmg  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  of  the  Spiritual  food  of 
^  their  soulL    Although  I  might  call  you  to  strict  account  for 

*  the  same  by  processe  to  answer  the  breach  of  your  Coven*t,  I 
'  have,  notwithstanding,  thought  good  for  this  time  to  let  you 

*  know  by  this  my  letter  what  complaint  is  made  against  you, 

*  and  do  require  you  either  to  reforme  the  abuse  forthwith  by 

*  allowing  two  sumcient  Preacbers  comp'tent  stipends,  with  the 

*  speedy  knowledge  of  the  Lord  Bp.  there,  or  else  to  make  your 
'  speedy  rq)aire  unto  me  to  tbe  Court,  to  shew  what  reason  yon 

*  We  to  continue  such  an  abuse,  which,  if  it  be  true,  as  is 
^iaforjned,  I  think  myself  bound  in  duty  to  his  Majesty  and  in 

*  eoQseienoe  towards  God«  speedily  to  teforme.    And  so  be,  I 
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*  committ  you  to  God,  expecting  to  receire  an  answer  how  you 

*  mean  to  proceed  therein. 

"  *  Tour  loTing  Friend, 

" '  E.  SALisBtmr/ 
" '  From  the  Court,  10  Jjpril,  1610.' 

"Mrs,  Badger's  Nephewe,  Mr.  Thomas  Stephens,  then 
Prince  Henry,  his  Attomey-Generall,  did  labor  the  Bishop  of 
Glour.  being  one  of  the  sd.  Prince's  Chaplaines  to  be  favourable 
to  his  Aunt  in  the  matter  albeit  his  Lordship  was  resolyed  to 
allow  sufficient  stipends  to  the  Ministers.  But  before  any 
thing  was  effected  the  Lord  Treasurer  died,  and  the  sd.  Lord 
Bisp.  was  removed  to  Worcester.  And  notwithstanding  that  Mr 
Stephens  had  promised  the  Lord  Bp.  that  his  Aunt  Badger 
should  willingly  allowe  201bs  a  yere  to  the  Ministers,  after  many 
delays,  he  answered  plainly  that  he  could  not  procure  her  to  give 
the  sd.  Ministers  any  increase  of  their  stipends. 

"  About  the  yere  1620,  the  inhabitants  did  peticion  the  Lord 
Chancellor  Bacon,  to  whom  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  her  said 
Parsonage  for  XL  yeres,  that  his  Lordship  would  compel  his 
Assignee  to  perform  the  sd.  Govts,  and  to  allow  good  stipends, 
seeing  the  said  Parsonage  was  worth  6001b  per  annum.  His 
Lordship  answered  that  she  might  as  well  so  doo,  because  he  had 
but  1000  marks  for  the  whole  term  of  40  yeres,  and  thereupon, 
wrote  her  a  letter  to  the  effect  following,  viz. : — 

**  *  The  Copy  of  my  Id,  Chancellor' e  Letter  to  Mrs.  Badger, 
"  *  After  my  hearty  comendacons.  Whereas  you  are  tyed  by 
Covent.  with  me  to  find  2  fit  and  discreet  Chaplains,  and  2 
Deacons,  Bread  and  Wyne  and  other  necessaries  for  the 
Churches  and  Parishioners  of  Cheltenham  and  Charleton,  and  to 
perform  all  other  things  which  on  my  part  are  to  be  done  by  virtue 
of  the  Lease  granted  unto  me  by  Queen  Eliz.,  1  am  informed  by 
the  Peticon  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  sd.  Parishes,  that  you 
have  notwithstanding,  defrauded  them,  not  only  of  the  2 
Deacons,  Bread  and  Wyne,  other  necessaries  that  you  ought  by 
the  Covent.  to  provide  at  your  owne  charge,  but  also  have 
deprived  them  of  the  spuitual  food  of  their  souls,  allowing 
yerely  unto  two  Curates  X  lbs  a  year.  Although  you  have 
given  me  cause  to  call  you  to  accompt,  for  breach  of  your  Covent. 
by  a  legal  proceeding,  yet  have  I  thought  good  at  this  time  to 
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admonish  you  thereof,  and  to  require  you  presently  to  reform 
the  said  abuses^  by  allowing  unto  2  such  discreet  Chaplains  as 
«ball  be  no'iated  by  his  Majestic  or  his  Highness  assigns  401b 
yearly  unto  either  of  Ihem,  and  duely  to  perform  covenant  of 
*he  said  Lease,  so  as  there  be  no  further  cause  of  complaint  in 
-that  behalf  against  you.  So  expecting  your  conformity  herein, 
without  delay,  I  bid  you  farewell. 

"  '  From  Yorke  House,  the  19  Nov.,  1620 

"  *  Your  loving  friend,  "  '  Era.  Verulam/ 

— (Lord  Bacon). 

"  The  Lord  Chancellor  was  removed  out  of  his  office  at  the 
Parliament,  before  Mrs.  Badger  had  returned  any  answer 
to  the  sd.  letter.  The  Parishioners  then  exhibited  a  Petition 
to  the  King,  praying  his  Majesty  by  his  leave  to  command 
Thos.  and  John  Higges,  the  present  farmers  to  performe  the 
said  Covenants,  and  to  allow  unto  such  Chaplains  and  Deacons 
as  his  Majestic  and  his  assigns  should  nominate  such  competent 
stipends  as  should  be  thought  fit  by  his  Highness.  Thereupon 
the  said  farmers  and  Parishioners  submitted  themselves  to  the 
award  of  Mr.  Endimion  Porter,  and  Mr.  John  Parker,  who 
ordered  the  said  farmers  to  to  pay  301b  per  annum  to  the 
Ministers,  and  yet  upon  relacon  of  their  Debts,  the  sd.  arbi- 
trators abated  201b  per  annum  for  6  years,  and  then  Mr.  Jno. 
Parker  abated  51b  more  for  the  sd.  6  years,  in  the  consideration 
that  the  sd.  farmers  did  voluntary  agree  to  the  order  recited  in 
your  Deed,  which  51b  per  annum  the  Parishioners  did  supply  at 
his  request,  as  far  as  I  now  remember. 

"  Then  we  caused  the  sd.  covenants  to  be  decreed  in  the 
Chancery  ;  and  because  we  could  not  procure  Mr.  Walker,  our 
Minister  of  Charlton,  to  leave  that  place  upon  the  increase  of 
the  stipends  by  virtue  of  the  Covenant  as  he  had  faithfully 
promised,  and  for  that  neither  of  the  Ministers  was  Master  of 
Arts,  and  for  that  cause  not  capable  of  the  increase  of  the 
stipends  by  virtue  of  the  Covenant  the  Lord  Keeper  upon 
the  Parishioners  Petition  did  decree  201bs  of  the  sd.  allowance 
to  Mr.  Pantovv,  then  Minister  of  Cheltenham,  and  the  rest  to 
Mr.  Brooke  and  Dr.  English,  who  was  placed  in  Mr.  Panton*s 
roome  at'  Cheltenham,  as  by  the  decree  and  order  of  both,  whidbi 
1  send  you  the  true  copies  verbatim,  may  appear.    Afterwards 
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the  President  of  Trinity  College,  bestowing  a  preferment  npon^ 
Mr.  Brooke,  lie  acquainted  his  Parishioners  that  he  intended  to 
leave  that  place,  I  would  to  God  that  others  would  do  the  like,, 
that  we  might  procure  learned  divines  to  succeed  them.  Then 
Mr.  Murrell,  our  now  Minister,  without  our  privities,  got  the- 
place  as  he  saith,  from  the  Lord  Keeper  and  the  Lord  Cambden, 
where  he  hath  continued  ever  since  to  our  good  lyking,  but  now 
having  gotten  other  preferment  he  doth  not  imitate  Mx.  Brooke 
in  leaving  this. 

"  I  will  trouble  you  no  more  at  this  tyme.  K  upon  consider- 
acon  hereof  anything  shall  be  wanting,  I  will  be  ready  upon 
notice  to  inform  you  better  for  either  the  originall  or  true  copies 
of  every  thinge  that  hath  been  done  concerning  the  business  are 
in  my  custody.  This  only  I  request,  that  as  you  have  shewed  me 
the  Deed  passed  from  my  Lord  Cambden  to  you,  so  that  you 
will  vouchsafe  to  be  pleased  to  send  me  the  copy  thereof,  that  I 
may  enter  it  in.  my  book  wherein  I  have  registered  all  the 
passages  of  thi8.busine8s  to  the  intent  that  posterity  may  here- 
after know  how"  to  inform  you  of  any  thinge  that  shall  be  here 
done  contrary  to  the  intent  of  our  ho.  and  pious  Benefactor. 
And  so  not  dot^bting  of  your  readiness  to  yield  to  this  my. 
reasonable  peticon,  I  humbly  take  my  leave. 

"  Tor.  "Worships  in  all  service  to  be  commanded, 

"J.  STUBBES. 

"  Charleton  Kinges,  June  25, 1633." 

Both  in  a  local  and  national  point  of  view,  these  documents- 
reveal  facts  of  the  deepest  interest.  The  correspondents  were 
of  no  ordinary  character,  including  the  itamortal  Bacon. 

"  Mr.  Thomas'  Stephens,"  Attorney-General  to  Prince  Henry, 
eldest  son  of  Kiug  ifames  I.,  was  of  the  family  of  that  name, 
situated  at  Lypiatt,  Eastington,  &c.,  in  Gloucestershire,  who 
mainly  supported  the  Parliamentary  interest  in  that  county 
dtiring  the  Civil  War. 

The  arrangement  as  to  the  Stipends,  settled  by  Mr.  John 
Parker  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants,  and  Mr.  Endinson  Porter, 
6n  behalf  of  the  Higges,  farmers,  of  the  impropriate  Rectoiy, 
at  £40  for  Cheltenham,  and  £40  for  Charlton,  was  effected  by 
Deed  of  Covenant,  17  Peb.  19  Jac.  1,  confirmed  by  Decree  in 
Chancery,  30  June,  22  Jac  1,  in  Lord  Keeper  Williams  time» 
land  still  subsists. 
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The  great  philosopher  and  statesman,  Bacon,  when  taking  his 
40  years'  lease  of  the  living  of  Queen  Elizabeth  at  the  rate  of 
£75  annually,  had  cer'iain  conditions  to  fulfil.  He  had  to  find 
"two  fit  and  discreet  Chaplains"  for  the  churches  at  Cheltenham 
and  Charlton,  besides  "  two  Deacons,"  and  also  "  bread  and 
wine  for  the  sacraments,  and  straw  for  the  churches,  and  ropes 
for  the  bells."  The  living  was,  however,  sublet  by  Lord  Bacon 
to  Mrs.  Higgs,  of  Charlton,  who  "  farmed"  the  estate,  and  paid 
only, Ten  Pounds  annually  to  "two  reading  Ministers."  The 
inhabitants  veiy  properly  asked  the  aid  of  the  Bishop  of  the 
Diocese  in  the  matter,  and  more  especially  as  at  that  time  the 
female  Impropriator  was  realizing  d8600  annually  out  of  the 
estate.  The  Bishop  came  and  preached  at  the  Parish  Church 
and  remonstrated  with  Mrs.  Higgs,  but  to  no  effect.  The  next 
step  was  a  petition  to  the  Earl  of  Salisbury,  and  Sir  Julius 
Caesar,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  "to  take  speedy 
course  for  the  reformation  of  the  said  abuse."  The  Earl  of 
Salisbury,  in  his  letter  to  Mrs.  Higgs,  points  out  that  £10  a 
year  salary  for  two  Jklinisters  is  a  "  scandall  to  the  Church  of 
God,  and  the  defrauding  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  of  the 
food  of  their  souls."  Not  succeeding  up  to  this  time,  the  Spiritual 
parishioners  appeal  direct  to  the  great  Bacon.  His  reply,  as 
will  be  seen  on  reference  to  his  letter,  is  characteristic  of  the 
man.  He  reminds  the  Impropriator  that  he  could  call  to  his 
aid  the  strong  arm  of  the  law,  but  that  he  prefers  an  appeal  to 
conscience.  It  appears  that  the  curacy  was  no  source  of  profit 
to  the  statesman,  for  that  he  had  been  paid  "  but  1000  marks 
for  the  whole  term  of  40  years."  As  time  rolled  on,  little  or  no 
increase  was  effected  in  the  Ministers'  stipend,  and  even  to  this 
day,  the  Incumbent  of  the  "  Queen  of  Watering  Places"  is 
"  passing  rich  with  forty  pounds  a  year,"  from  the  ancient 
endowment  we  have  been  detailing. 

The  original  grant  in  Latin  from  Elizabeth  to  Lord  Bacon  is 
recorded  in  Dixon's  History  of  that  Statesman,  and  upon  the 
transaction  the  author  observes  that, — "  In  1598,  Francis  Bacon 
promoted  a  Bill  to  prevent  the  enclosure  of  land,  and  restore 
enclosed  lands  to  tillage — and  at  length  the  measure  passed, 
chiefly  owing  to  Lord  Bacon.  Only  two  weeks  after  signing 
her  name  to  his  Bill  for  replacing  the  yeomen  on  the  soil  from 
Vf^ch  they  have  been  driven,  Elizabeth  sets  her  hand  to  a  grant 
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of  a  third  estate  to  Bacon.  Tbis  act  of  her  princely  grace 
confers  on  Bacon  the  Kectory  and  Church  of  Cheltenham, 
together  with  the  Chapel  at  Charlton  Kings,  in  the  lovelr  vaMey 
nestling  under  the  Cleeve  and  Leckhampton  Hills ;  a  vauey  not 
yet  famed  for  those  mineral  springs,  those  shady  walks,  those 
pretty  spas,  and  gardens,  which,  in  the  days  of  Victoria,  have 
transfoi-med  Lansdown  and  Pittville  into  suburbs  of  delight; 
yet  rich  in  the  voluptuous  charms  of  nature,  and  blest  with  a 
prodigal  fertility,  of  corn  and  fruit,  of  kine  and  sheep." — (Dixon^s 
!tersonal  History  of  Lord  Bacon.) 

Cheltenham  was  not  the  only  place  that  suffered  by  the 
deprivation  of  spiritual  instruction.  Many  of  the  adjacent 
parishes,  which  were  lay  Impropriations,  had  to  depend  entirely 
upon  the  feeling  of  the  proprietor  in  the  matter.  In  some  CMea 
Divine  service  was  occasionally  performed,  and,  in  others,  not  at 
all.  The  adjacent  parish  of  Withington  offers  a  striking  and 
melancholy  illustration  of  the  state  of  ecclesiastical  affairs 
locally,  in  the  sixteenth  century.  The  inhabitants  presented  to 
Queen  Elizabeth  a  petition  praying  that  the  Rector,  the  Rev,  J. 
Knowles,  might  be  removed  from  his  oflSce,  "  because  he  had 
neither  preached  himself  in  the  Parish  Church  nor  employed 
another,  for  seven  years  I" 

The  Cheltenham  Rectory  passed  into  the  Hicks  family,  whose 
descendants  have  ever  since  been  connected  with  the  townmther 
by  residence  or  by  the  holding  of  judicial  offices. 

The  impropriation  was  granted  to  Sir  Baptist  Hicks,  on  con* 
dition  that  he  should  allow  ayeariy  stipend  of  JB40  to  the  officiating 
minister.  Sir  Baptist  delegated  the  power  of  electing  theminister 
to  the  Principal  and  Fellows  of  Jesus  College,  Oxford.  I^ 
following  extract  from  the  deed  of  investment  will  show  the 
restrictions  imposed  by  Sir  Baptist  on  the  power  of  the  dectois : 
— **  The  parties  recommended  by  the  CoUege,  must  be  sufficient 
preaching  ministers,  masters  of  arts  of  two  years  standing,  at 
least,  and  unmarried  persons.  The  College,  upon  any  avoidance 
of  either  of  the  said  churches,  to  present  to  the  heire  of  the 
Lord  Campden  three  of  the  ifellowes,  and  he  to  nominate  and 
elect  who  he  pleaseth.  If  after  sach  presentment  made,  the 
heire  shall  not,  within  six  weeks,  elect  out  of  the  persons  so 
presented,  the  nomination  for  thattume,  shall  be  in  the  CoU^e; 
and  on  tlie  other  side,  if  the  College  present  not  within  two 
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Hionths,  the  heire  shall  name  for  that  turne.  None  to  be  elected 
by  the  College,  or  presented  by  the  heire,  but  fellows  of  the 
College,  and  they  to  continue  but  six  years  at  most ;  unless  by 
a  new  presentment  or  election.  The  said  ministers  to  preach 
once  every  Sabbath,  not  to  be  absente  both  together,  to  have  no 
other  benefice,  and  to  remain  unmarried."  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  Sir  Baptist  Hicks  gave  the  power  of  nominating  the 
minister  to  Jesus  College,  Oxford,  subject  to  the  restriction 
that  the  elected  were  to  be  M.A.*3  of  two  years  standing,  to 
"hold  no  other  benefice,  and  to  remain  unmarried.  This  last  item 
was  fully  carried  out,  and  the  register  book  in  the  vestry  records 
the  names  of  twenty -three  Welsh  Bachelors  who  have' held  the 
living  from  the  time  of  Sir  Baptist  down  t6  the  Eev.  R.  Toulkes, 
in  1799.     From  this  mauuscript  we  are  enabled  to  publish  the — 

Names  of   the  Incumbents  op  the  Pabish  Chubcu  of 
Cheltenham  fbom  the  Eestobation  of  Chablss  II. 


1662— Rev.  R.  Bowen. 
1668— "Henry  Maurice. 
I(i7l— *'  Henry  Lloyd. 
1673— "Kalph  Weld. 
1(>S8— "  Ken  rick  Palestone. 
1C92— "  Luke  Williams. 
1709—*'  Henry  Mease. 
1716—"  Humphrey  Lloyd. 

"  Tho8.  Kay. 

**  Humphrey  Maurice. 
1724— "Thos.  Edwards. 
17v9«.«  Geo.  Stokes. 


173*— Rev.  Edmund  Meyrick. 
174l--'*Tho8.Mor}jan. 
ITo*—"  Jones  Keid. 
1767— "John  Uo\d. 
1778— **  Hugh  Hiijrhes. 
1789—"  fl.  Llewf Ilyn. 
1793-«W.  Uowlauds. 
1794-"  H.  Mesham. 
1799-"  Henry  Foulkea. 
1816— *•  Charles  J  er vis. 
1826—"  Francis  Close. 
1857— "Edward  Walker  (the 
present  Incumheut.) 


The  impropriation  was  vested  in  the  Hicks  family  for  upwards 
of  a  century,  when  it  passed  successively  to  the  Earl  of  Essex 
and  John  De  la  Bere,  Esq.  ;  and  J.  Pitt,  Esq.,  M.P.  At  the 
period  Mr.  Pitt  held  the  living  the  Parish  Church  was  the  only 
place  of  worship  connected  with  the  Established  Church,  in  the 
town.  He  was  entitled  to  all  fees  and  tithes.  Mr.  Pitt,  by  a 
legislative  enactment,  effected  a  material  alteration  in  the  value 
of  tiie  livings  A  large  portion  of  the  ground  on  which  some  of 
the  most  valuable  property  of  the  town  is  now  built  was  once 
commonable  or  waste  land.  This  he  obtained  possession  of, 
and  all  the  lands  became  .tithe-free,  and  allotments  in  lieu  of 
tithes,  were  made  to  the  lay  impropriator,  on  one  of  which 
allotments  the  stipend  of  MO  a-year  to  the  curate^  was,  by 
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virtue  of  a  clause  in  the  Act,  charged.  In  consequence  of  this 
act,  many  uf  the  most  valuable  houses  in  this  town  are  totally 
exempt  from  the  payment  of  Church  or  Burial-ground  rates, 
from  the  circumstance  of  their  having  been  erected  on  the 
ground  thus  enclosed. 

The  act  which  Mr.  Pitt  obtained  for  enclosing  the  commonable 
land  in  the  place,  has  produced  effects  which  were  never  con- 
templated. It  was  passed  41  George  III.  (1801),  entitled  "An 
Act  for  Dividing,  AUoting,  and  inclosing  the  open  Fields, 
Meadows,  Pastures  and  other  Commonable  and  Waste  Lands 
within  the  Tything  or  Hamlet  of  Cheltenham,  in  the  County  of 
Gloucester."  The  most  valuable  property  in  the  place  has  since 
been  erected  on  the  ground  thus  enclosed,  and  the  following 
extract  from  a  report  presented  at  a  vestry  meeting  in  1843,  and 
compiled  by  a  committee  of  enquiry  appointed  by  the  ratepayers, 
will  explain  the  situation,  and  amount  of  assessment  of  the 
houses  which  now  stand  on  this  glebe  land : — 


Np.  of 
Houses. 


Where  situate. 


Amount 

of  A.86CS8- 

nient. 


9 

7 
16 

5 

6 
32 
72 
39 
26 
71 
26 
25 
32 
18 

6 
32 
24 
22 
12 
24 

2 


Howlell-bLieet |    £2^8 

76 

787 

168 

373 

2941 

4788 

2057 

371 

59) 

217 

203 

252 

1248 

626 

1847 

793 

663 

I  285 

1425 

83 


King6ton-plnce.. 

Pittville-villas 

Prestbury-road 

Sejfrave-place  

IMttville-lawn,  &c 

Pittville 

Clarenoe-square,  &c 

Northfieid-terrace    

Hrunswick  and  Hanover-streets  . 

Hanover-street,   &c 

Hungerford-street,  &c 

Victoria-street  and  square 

Perkeley-place  and  street 

liigh-atreet   

Cambray    , 

Bath-road  and  street   

Bath-street  and  part  of  Cambray., 

Essex-place  

Crescent  and  Orescent-).' iaoo  

Bottom  of  jNorth-place  


STJMMAUY. 


House  situate  on  glebe  land  505 

Their  At seasments  £?0,l4i 
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In  five  years  aft^r  the  enclosure  took  place,  Mr.  Pitt  obtained 
^n  Act  which  enabled  him  to  exchan<^  with  'Jesus  College,  the 
living  of  Bagendon,  in  this  county,  then  his  property,  for  their 
^ght  of  electing  the  Cheltenham  minister."  In  the  Diocesan 
Begistrar  Office  this  Act  may  be  seen,  and  it  reveals  much  that 
is  very  interestingly  connected  with  the  past  history  of  the 
/Curacy.  It  is  signed  by  the  Bev.  H.  Foulkes,  a  former 
incumbent,  and  Joseph  Pitt,  Esq. ;  the  fdtmer  states  in  the 
schedule,  that  he  could  make  no  return  of  the  actual  value  of 
his  income  beyond  the  fixed  yearly  stipend  of  JB40 ;  the  latter 
declares  the  living  of  Bagendon  to  be  worth  yearly  iB200. 

The  Act  is  dated  June  22,  1816,  and  in  the  preamble  it  is 
called  an  Act  "  for  effectuating  an  exchan^  of  the  advowson  of 
the  church  of  the  parish  of  Bagendon,  in  the  county  of 
-Gloucester,  belonging  to  Joseph  Pitt,  Esq.,  for  a  right  which  the 
principal,  fellows,  and  scholars  of  Jesus  College,  within  the  City 
and  University  of  Oxford,  of  the  foundation  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
have,  in  the  nomination  of  a  curate  to  the  curacy  of  the 
Impropriate  Eectory  of  Cheltenham,  in  the  said  county,  also 
belonging  to  the  said  Joseph  Pitt." 

The  Act  next  proceeds  to  relate,  with  much  precision,  the 
legal  settlement  of  the  affairs  of  the  living  by  the  Hicks  family, 
in  the  time  of  Charles  the  I.,  in  the  following  words : — "  By 
an  agreement  in  writing,  bearing  dat0  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
March,  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty  King 
•Charles  I.,  made  between  the  then  Lord  Viscount  Campden,  of 
the  first  part ;  Godfrey,  then  Lotd  Bishop  of  Gloucester,  of  the 
second  part ;  and  Sir  Ewble  Thelwall,  Knt.,  one  of  the  Masters 
of  his  Majesty's  High  Court  of  Chancery,  Principal,  and  the 
Fellows  and  Schoto  of  Jesus  College,  within  the  City  and 
University  of  Oxford,  of  the  foundation  of  Queen  Eliiiabeth,  of 
the  third  part ;  that  the'  said  Lord  Viscount  Campden  did,  fbr 
'himself  and  his  heirs,  give  and  grant  unto  the  said  Ewble 
'  Thelwall,  Principal,  and  the  Fellows  and  Scholars  of  Jesus 
'  College,  aforesaid,  and  their  suncessors  for  ever,  the  sum  of  £40 
a  year,  to  be  issuing  out  of  (and  the  same  was  thereby  charged 
upon)  eM  that  the  said  Bectory  of  Cheltenham,  with  the  rights, 
members  and  appurtenences  thereof,  in  trust  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  Minister  of  Cheltenham  aforesaid,  together  with  the  right 
of  nomination  of  such  Minister,  in  the  manner  therein  mentioned." 
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'^  The  transfer  of  the  living  to  Mr.  Pitt^  follows,  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  legal  claim  he  has  upon  the  pecuniaiy  proceeds  ot" 
the  same.  The  former  privileges  of  Jesus  College  are  declared 
to  be  null  and  void,  so  far  as  the  Cheltenham  curacy  is 
concerned.  "  That  from  and  immediately  after  the  passing  of 
this  Acl,  all  that  the  advowson  and  right  of  patronage  and 
presentation  of,  in  and  to  the  said  Rectory  and  Parish  ChunA 
of  Bagendon,  in  the  said  County  and  Diocese  of  Gloucesteis^ 
shall  be  vested  in  and  settled  upon,  and  the  same  is  hereby  Ironk 
thenceforth  vested  in  and  settled  upon  the  said  Principal,. 
Fellows,  and  Scholars  of  Jesus  College,  in  the  University  of 
Oxford,  and  their  successors,  for  ever,  in  lieu  of  and  exchange 
for  their  said  right  in  ihp  nomination  of  a  Curate  to  the  Curacy 
of  Cheltenham  aforesaid,  §nd  of  all  other  their  right  of  patronage 
and  presentation  or  non^rjation  of,  in  and  to  the  same  Curacy 
hereinafter  expressed,  to^  be  vested  in  and  settkd  upon  the  said 
Joseph  Pitt,  and  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever." 

The  body  of  the  Act  condudes  with  an  explicit  statement  that 
Mr.  Pitt  and  his  heii;§  are  ever  after  to  have  the  sole  power  of 
nominating  a  minister  to  theiiving,  and  to  pay  him  annually  £iO^ 
"  That  all  that  the  said  Curacy  shall,  from  aud  immediately 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  vested  in  and  settled  upon,  and 
the  same  was  and  is  hereby  from  thenceforth  vested  in  aud 
settled  upon  the  said  Joseph  Pitt  and  his  heirs  and  assigns  for 
(Bver,  to  the  use  of  him,  the  said  Joseph  Pitt,  and  his  heirs  and 
assigns  for  ever,  freed  and  for  ever  discharged  from  the  said 
right  of  th§jn  the  said  Principed,  Fellows,  and  Scholars,  to 
nominate  ^  Curate  to  the  said  Curacy  aforesaid,  and  all  other 
their  right  and  patronage  of,  in  and  to  the  said  Curate,  and  of 
and  fropa  the  ^aid  yearly  sum  of  forty-pounds  ;  to  the  end  and 
intent  that  he,  the  said  Joseph  Pitt,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  might 
at  all  times  hereaft^fiU  the  said  Curacy  with  such  proper  person 
or  persons  as  he  or  they  shall  think  proper,  without  being  in 
any  manner  subject  to  the  restrictions  in  the  said  agreement 
contained,  or  any  of  them,  in  lieu  of  and  in  exchange  for  tke- 
said  advowson,  and  right  of  patronage  and  presentation  of^  io^ 
and  to  the  said  Eectory  and  Parish  Church  of  Bagendon. , 

Directly  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  l^e  Bev.  J-  Simeon  (». 
sketch  of  whose  life  was  published  in  a  funeral  sermon  preached, 
by  the  Bev.  F.  Close,)  with  &ve  others  purchased  the  right  held 
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by  Mr.  Pitt,  of  electing  the  minister,  for  iBSOOO,  and  inriEeted 
the  powers  in  the  bands  of  six  trustees,  wbo  presented  the  living, 
which  is  now  styled  "  a  perpetual  curacy  in  the  Deanery  of 
Winchcomb,"  to  the  Rev.  C.  Jervis,  and  after  his  lamented 
decease,  to  the  Bev.  Close,  F.  A.M.,  and  upon  his  elevation  to  the 
Deanery  of  Carlisle,  to  the  Rev.  Edward  Walker,  M.A.,  the  present 
respected  Incumbent.  Thus,  step  by  step,  have  legal  enactments 
effected  changes  in  the  right  of  presentation  to  the  Cheltenham 
Incumbency  of  a  remarkable  character.  The  very  laudable 
movement  set  on  foot,  and  mainly  supported  by  the  wealth  and 
influence  of  the  Rev.  J.  Simeon,  half  a  century  since,  to  buy  up 
"next  presentations"  and  place  men  of  known  Evangelical 
sentiments  in  the  vacant  livings,  have  been  highly  beneficial  to 
this  town.  The  most  valuable  part  of  this  clerical  estate  had 
now  passed  into  different  hands.  Two  vestiges  of  the  ancient 
Impropriation  yet  remained  undisposed  of — the  burial  ground, 
which  immediately  surrounds  the  Church,  and  the  Chancel  with 
its  ground  rents  and  income  from  the  pews  and  sittings.  The 
parishioners  in  Vestry  assernbled  in  1806,  purchased,  for  £100, 
Mr.  Pitt's  interest  in  the  graveyard  (as  it  stood  before  the 
modern  part  was  added  by  Chester  Walk).  A  rate  was  levied 
upon  the  inhabitants  to  meet  the  amount,  and,  consequently,  it 
will,  to  all  future  generations,  remain  the  property  of  the  parish, 
and  has  since  then  been  recognised  as  such  by  the  Paving 
Gommissionei's,  who  have  repaired  the  roads  leading  through  it. 
For  nearly  40  years  after  this  desirable  purchase  was  effected, 
•  nothing  was  heard  of  the  residue  of  the  V  lay  Impropriation.**^ 
The  matter  was  again  revived  by  the  following  announcement, 
which  appeared  in  all  the  local  newspapers  during  the  month  of 
October,  184S : — "To  be  peremptorily  sold,  pursuant  to.  a 
^ree  in  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  made  in  a  cause  Pitt 
venm  Pitt,  with  the  approbation  of  James  William  Farrer, 
Esquire,  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  said  Court  at  the  Plough 
Hotel,  in  Cheltenham,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  on  Monday 
«id  Tuesday,  the  30th  and  3l8t  Days  of  October,  1843,  at  One 
o'clock  in  the  Afternoon^  on  each  day  in  Thirty-two  Lots,  a 
portion  of  the  Estates,  k^te  of  Joseph  Pitt,  Esq,,  Deceased, 
together  with  the  Impropriate  Rect(^  of  Cheltenham,  with  the 
Fews  and  Sittings  in  the  Chancel  of  the  Church  of  the  said  Parish, 
aadSixPerpetualannttalSumaQr  Bent  ohargesof  OnePoondeach.'* 
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llie  purchasers  were  Messrs.  Newman  and  G-winnett,  solicitors, 
and  in  them  the  lay  Impropriation  was  vested  for  eight^n 
years.  Thus  a  singular  anomaly  presented  itself  to  the  public — 
the  body  of  the  Parish  Church  belonging  to  the  inhabitants,  and 
the  Chancel,  where  the  sacred  ordinances  of  the  Communion  and 
Baptism  are  celebrated,  in  the  hands  of  private  individuals  !  It 
is,  however,  our  pleasure  to  record  that  this  complication  of 
circumstances  has  now  ceased  to  exist.  In  May,  1861,  the 
Chancel,  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Impropriate 
Eectory,  was  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  parish,  and  henceforth, 
and  for  ever,  it  ceases  to  be  private  property.  Thus,  after 
having  been  a  lay  Impropriation  since  the  days  of  the 
Eeformation  (upwards  of  three  hundred  years),  it  now  becomes 
public  property,  and  we  recognize,  henceforth,  a  properly 
constituted  "Kectory."  This  vestige  of  an  ancient  living 
having  thusfinally  changed  hand?,  unites  the  past  with  the  present, 
iind  supplies  the  last  link  in  the  chain  of  the  history  of  the 
Impropriate  Rectory  of  Cheltenham. 

In  reviewing  the  historical  evidences  which  we  have  adduced 
respecting  the  Eectory,  it  must  be  evident  that  since  the 
establishment  of  Protestantism,  the  maintenance  of  a  resident 
Incumbent  has  ever  been  placed  upon  a  most  precarious  footing. 
Valuable  property,  which  might  have  formed  a  good  endowment, 
has  ever  been  in  the  hands  of  private  individuals,  whilst  the 
congregation  of  an  increasing  town  has  had  to  struggle  with 
pecuniary  difficulties ;  greater,  perhaps,  than  have  been  experi- 
enced in  any  poor  agricultural  village  !  And  had  Cheltenham 
ever  remained  in  obscurity,  the  same  state  of  things  might  have 
continued ;  for,  all  that  the  law  now  gives  is  no  more  than  in 
former  times.  The  maintenance  of  our  Incumbency  does  not 
arise  from  any  fixed  support.  It  arises  from  the  fact  that  the 
office  has  been  filled  latterly  by  earnest,  faithful,  and  hard- 
working Evangelical  clergymen,  who  have  received  their  emolu- 
ments from  the  best  of  all  sources — the  voluntary  contributions 
of  the  congregations  they  have  benefited,  and  who  can  bear 
the  best  testimony  to  services  rendered.  This  non-endowment 
of  the  living  has  arisen  from  the  circumstance  of  its  rightful 
property  having  been  bought  and  sold,  and  made  the  subject  of 
worldly  traffic.  We  regret  to  add  that  we  have  discovered 
similar  instances  ©f  injury  done  to  the  cause  of  religion  by  the 
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same  means,  in  our  historical  researcbes  in  this  county.  The 
ill-effects  of  the  system  of  lay  Impropriation  may  be  strikingly 
illustrated  by  referring  to  the  Eeport  of  the  Gloucestershire 
Diocesan  Association,  issued  in  February,  1861.  From  that 
document  it  will  be  seen  that  in  the  county  there  are  58  livings, 
the  incomes  of  which  are  under  £100  per  annum ;  82  benefices 
where  there  is  no  residence  for  the  clerg>man  ;  and  63  parishes 
with  no  suitable  School-room. — "  The  great  injury  this  rectory 
has  suffered  in  its  revenues,  proves  the  impropriety  of  fixed 
payments  in  lieu  of  tythes,  under  acts  of  inclosure.  Supposing 
the  yardland  on  an  average  to  be  20  acres,  it  is  clear  that  at 
this  period  of  improved  rents,  four  yardlands  would  have  been 
worth  at  least  the  whole  annual  sum  allotted,  without  the 
tythes."— (Rudge,  1803.) 

**  The  Kectory  is  worth  £600  per  annum ;  yet  the  stipend  to 
the  officiating  minister  is  not  to  more  than  £40,  besides 
surplice  fees.  Impropriations  are  such  livings  as  at  the 
dissolution  of  monasteries  were  disposed  of  to  the  best  bidders, 
or  the  greatest  favourites,  and  so  became  lay  property.  Of 
about  10,000  churches  and  chapels  now  in  England,  3835, 
upwards  of  one  third,  jire  Impropriations." — Cheltenham  Guide, 
1786. 

But  not  only  the  Incumbent  but  the  poor  of  the  parish  were 
sufferers  by  the  change.  The  Manor  records,  from  the  earliest 
date,  shows  that  the  inhabitants  had  the  right,  which  was 
protected  by  manorial  legislation,  of  the  herbage  of  all  the 
commonable  lands  "  in  Cheltenham  fields"  for  the  rearing  of 
"Cows,  Swine,  and  Geese." 

**  Tho  crime  is  great  in  man  or  woman 
Who  steals  a  jfoose  from  off  the  common  ; 
But  who  can  plead  that  man's  excuse 
Who  steals  the  common  from  the  goose." 

"  Previous  to  the  late  inclosure,  the  arable  lands  within  the 
parish  did  not  exceed  1900  acres;  the  pasture,  J 500  acres." — 
(Ruff.)  The  number  of  acres  which  now  form  the  parochial 
area  is  4200.  Thus  we  see  that  800  acres  of  commonable  land 
have  passed  into  private  hands.  From  time  immemorial,  this 
was  the  property  of  the  inhabitants,  and  as  at  this  period,  the 
place  was  little  better  than  an  agricultural  village,  it^doubtless 
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afforded  tlie  means  (^  subsistence  to  the  poor,  and  prevented^ 
l^eir  becoming  chargeable  to  the  parish.  This  is  evident  from, 
the  small  amount  which  was  paid  for  Poor-rates,  prior  to  the- 
Inclosure  Act.  The  local  poor  were  then  contained  in  a  House, 
the  rental  of  which  cost  £5  per  annum,  and  the  Poor-rate,  whick. 
was  then  a  rate  raised  for  many  purposes  besides  poor  relief,  was 
under  £200  per  annum.  The  Poor's-rate  now  averages  £20,000, 
and  the  cost  of  poor  relief,  in  the  town  alone,'  is  £16,000* 
annually.  Accordmg  to  Parliamentary  returns,  within  the 
past  century,  nine  millions  of  acres  have  been  taken  from  the 
poor  by  Inclosure  Acts. 

The  first  attempt  at  enclosure  of  consequence,  was  made  in. 
the  reign  of  Queen  Anne ;  from  that  period  down  to  the  present 
these  unjust  acts  have  been  rapidly  increasing.  Erom  the 
commencement  of  Anne's  reign  to  the  termination  of  the  reign, 
of  George  II.,  there  were  234  enclosure  acts  passed,  which  took, 
from  the  poor  339,377  acres.  During  the  reign  of  George  III.,, 
there  were  more  than  four  times  the  number  passed,  although, 
the  amount  of  land  was  not  so  much  in  proportion,  yet  the  loss 
must  have  been  equally  as'  much  felt.  From  the  accession  to- 
the  death  of  George  III.,  there  were  1521  enclosure  acts 
passed,  which  took  in  294,400  acres. — (Goding's  History, 
Leigh). 

The  small  amount  which,  in  former  times,  was  paid  to  the- 
Incumbent,  is  further  illustrated  by  a  custom  which  was  formerly 
prevalent.  This  was  the  presentation  of  a  New  Hat  annually 
to  the  holder  of  the  living,  and  if  his  stipend  was  only  ten 
pounds  a  year  it  was,  certainly,  a  most  desirable  gift.  The  poet- 
.  Shenstone  (whose  visit  to  the  town  will  be  found  recorded  in 
another  chapter)  was  present  at  the  presentation  of  a  hat  to  the 
poor  incumbent  in  1762.  He  describes  the  seniion  in  the- 
morning,  the  giving  of  the  hat  afterwards  in  accordance  to  an 
ancient  custom,  and  adds  : — "  The  hat,  it  is  true,  is  not  quite  as- 
valuable  as  a  Cardinal's,  but  while  it  is  made  a  retribution  for  excel- 
lence in  so,  if  properly  considered^  it  is  an  object  for  a  preacher  in. 
any  degree.  I  am  sorry,  at  the  same  time,  to  say  that,  as  a  common, 
hat,  merely  for  its  uses,  it  would  be  an  object  to  too  many 
country  curates,  whose  situations  and  slender  incomes  too  c^tem^ 
excite  our  blushes  as  well  as  our  compawiMu"— (Hull's  Sde<* 
Letters.) 
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In  order  to  place  the  living  of  Cheltenham  on  a  more 
permanent  footing,  a  subscription  was  set  on  foot  to  purchase 
a  Parsonage  House,  to  be  the  residence  of  the  Incumbent  for 
the  time  being.  This  appeal  was  cordially  responded  to,  and 
.  all  the  legal  deeds  of  conveyance  were  presented  by  the  solicitor 
to  the  parishioners,  at  the  Annual  Easter  Vestry  Meeting,  in 
1861 :— "]Mr.  Gwinnett,  as  one  of  the  members,  and  on  behalf 
of  the  committee  of  Inhabitants,  who  promoted  the  purchase  of 
a  Parsonage  House  to  be  permanently  attached  to  the  Parish 
Church  of  St,  Mary,  Cheltenham,  for  the  residence  of  the 
Incumbent  for  the  time  being,  stated  to  the  Veslry  that  that 
object  had  been  accomplished,  and  that  the  dwelling-house,  Na. 
8,  in  the  Boyal  Crescent,  had  been  fully  conveyed  accordingly  to, 
and  was  now  vested  in,  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners.  And 
that  a  sum  of  £114  Is.  9d.,  being  the  balance  of  the  monies 
subscribed  for  the  purpose,  after  paying  all  expenses,  had  been 
invested  iu  the  purchase  of  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
three  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  tenpence.  Three  Pounds  per 
Cent.  Consols,  in  the  names  of  trustees  upon  trust,  to  apply  the 
income  thereof,  exclusively  for  the  purpose  of  the  external  repairs 
of  the  Parsonage  House.  And  Mr.  Gwinnett  tendered  to  the 
Vestry  the  Deed  declaring  the  trusts  of  the  above  fund,  and 
other  documents  relating  to  the  purchase  of  the  property  and 
of  the  fixtures  therein,  which  were  ordered  to  be  deposited  for 
preservation  in  the  parish  chest." — (Cheltenham  Examiner,) 

The  £40  per  annum,  as  before  detailed,  is  the  only  endowment 
for  the  support  of  the  Rectory  in  the  present  day.  The 
Incumbent  is  entitled  to  fees  for  burial  in  the  morning,  for  the 
erection  of  monuments,  for  marriages  and  baptism,  and  for 
Easter  Offerings.  This  latter  item  has  been  ior  some  ye^rs  past 
the  principal  source  of  income,  and,  being  of  a  voluntary 
character,  is  necessarily  fluctuating.  In  the  last  parliamentary 
return,  the  living  is  entered  as  worth  £700  per  annum. 

There  arc  several  parochial  as  well  as  spiritual  privileges 
which  custom  has  given  to  the  Incumbent.  The  election  of 
his  own  Churchwarden  on  Easter  Tuesday  ;  the  parishioners  also 
electing  one  for  themselves,  and  on  several  occasions  the  minister 
has  waived  his  right  and  the  parish  have  elected  both  officers. 
The  right  to  choose,  nominate,  and  appoint  his  parish  Clerk  and 
Sexton  was  admitted  at  Vestry  Meetings  held  in  1754. 
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The  present  Incumbent,  the  Rev.  E.  Walker,  M.A.,  was^ 
formerly  connect ed with  Salford  and  Manchester.  The Manc/iesler 
Advertiser^  in  noticing  his  removal  in  1857,  observes: — 
"  We  have  to  announce  that  the  Rev.  E.  Walker,  M.A.,  at 
present  the  Incumbent  of  St.  Matthias  Church,  Broughton-road^ 
has  been  offered  and  has  accepted  the  Incumbency  of  Cheltenham^ 
vacant  by  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  F.  Close,  to  the  Deanery 
of  Carlisle.  We  are  glad  that,  in  a  more  extended  and  usefii 
sphere,  Mr.  Walker  will  have  an  opportunity  of  displaying 
those  admirable  qualities  as  a  gentleman  and  a  Christian  minister, 
which,  it  is  but  bimple  truth  to  say,  have  won  for  him  the  most 
cordial  esteem  and  regard,  wherever  he  has  been  known  in 
Manchester.  We  congratulate  the  inhabitants  of  Cheltenham 
on  Mr.  Walker's  acceptance  of  the  Incumbency,  and  when  they 
come  to  know  him,  as  we  know  him  in  Manchester,  they  will 
congratulate  themselves  upon  possessing  such  a  head  of  the 
clerical  body  in  their  town." 

The  Patrons  of  the  Cheltenham  Incumbency  are  the  Trustees 
under  the  Simeon  purchase : — The  Rev.  Dr.  Marsh,  the  Rev.  W. 
Cams,  the  Rev.  John  Venn,  the  Rev.  Edward  Holland,  and  the 
Rev.  Edward  Auriol. 

The  Chukch  Documents. — In  the  Parish  Church  Vestry 
are  preserved  many  documents  cf  the  deepest  interest  connected 
with  the  ancient  history  of  Cheltenham,  and  which  also  corro- 
borate many  important  historical  events  of  a  national  character. 
In  the  iron  chest,  in  the  vestry  of  our  Parish  Church,  is  a 
parchment  book  of  about  a  foot  square,  containing  a  list  of  the 
marriages,  deaths,  and  christenings,  from  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  to  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary.  The  yetu*  ia 
generally  placed  on  the  top  of  the  page,  and  so  few  were  there 
to  record  that,  not  unfrequently,  the  marriages,  deaths,  and 
christenings,  for  three  years,  are  contained  in  one  page.  In 
some  years,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  and  James  II., in  particular, 
there  are  not  above  three  weddings,  six  deaths,  and  one  christen- 
ing recorded.  The  same  book  also  contains  all  the  Welch 
Bachelors  who  have  held  the  Cheltenham  living  since  the  days  of 
Charles  II.,  and  the  list  has  been  continued  by  succeeding, 
churchwardens  down  to  the  election  of  the  present  Incumbent. 
The  greater  portion  of  the  more  ancient  of  our  local  records  are 
preseiTcd  in  a  chest  of  veiy  great  antiquity,  and  which  is  alluded. 
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to  incidentally  in  records  belonging  to  the  Elizabethan  era.  It 
is  about  ten  feet  in  length  and  three  feet  in  width,  secured  with 
three  locks,  and  surrounded  by  a  massive  iron  bar.  It  appears- 
to  have  been  hewn  out  of  a  single  oak  tree,  and  is  of  so  durable 
a  character  that  centuries  will  probably  yet  ekpse  ere  the  work 
of  decay  will  commence.  On  the  4th  of  October,  1843,  this 
old  relic  was  removed  from  its  hiding  place,  beneath  an  elevated 
pew,  where  it  had  been  suffered,  for  many  a  year,  to  lie 
unobserved  and  almost  forgotten,  in  the  presence  of  the  Church- 
wardens and  the  Committee  of  Enquiry  into  our  local  charities. 
On  being  opened,  the  following  inscription  appeared  on  the 
massive  lid  in  gold  letters : — "  Repaired  by  Walter  Cox  and  John 
Humphris,  churchwardens,  a.d.,  1745,"  The  chest  was  entirely 
filled  with  documents,  principally  written  on  parchment ;  among 
the  number  may  be  enumerated  the  following : — Indentures  of 
parish  apprentices;  commencing  with  the  reign  of  James  I., 
indentures  of  apprentices,  of  about  the  same  date,  belonging  to 
the  charities  especially  bequeathed  for  binding  out  apprentices 
belonging  to  parents  who  resided  in  the  town ;  copies  of  wills  of 
persons  who  have  left  charitable  bequests  to  the  parish ;  leases  of 
grounds  belonging  to  the  local  charities,  commencing  with  the 
year  1693  ;  the  various  records  of  the  census  of  the  population 
of  this  district,  some  of  them  being  arranged  on  a  single  sheet  of 
foolscap  writing  paper ;  a  numerous  collection  of  old  poor-rate 
books,  some  of  them  not  larger  than  a  penny  memorandum  book 
of  the  present  day,  and  yet  containing  all  the  poor-rates  then 
QoUected,  with  the  names  of  the  payers,  and  all  the  necessary 
particulars ;  a  curious  old  vestry  book,  of  folio  size  (and  although 
the  covers  have,  apparently,  been  a  long  time  lost  from  it,  in  very 
good  preservation,)  the  entries  commencing  October  17,  1637> 
the  11th  year  of  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  and  ending  May  17, 1724,. 
the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  George  I.  From  the  writing,  we 
are  of  opinion  that  the  recorder  was  the  minister  for  the  time 
being,  for,  in  many  instances,  the  signature  of  the  minister 
attached  is  precisely  the  same  as  the  minutes  recorded.  The 
book  is  taken  up  principaUy  with  accounts  of  the  annual  election 
of  Churchwardens,  and  the  property  then  contained  in  the 
church,  which  was  given  on  trust  to  the  newly  elected  officers. 
•  These  lists  of  the  property,  year  after  year,  are  carefully  arranged 
in  parrallel  lines,  like  the  catalogue  of  a  modern  auctioneer.    We 
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here  transcribe  from  this  curious  book  a  verbaiim  copy  of  one  of 
the  oldest  of  these  lists,  in  the  precise  form  in  which  it  is  entered^ 
without  any  alteration  of  the  orthography  : — 

In  tb  toarb  or  ovb  Lobd  God  1638. 

Upon  ]Vfonday  in  ye  Eater  weoke  was  chosen  for  Churchwardens  for  ye 
yoare  following :  videc,  John  Parker,  Henry  Maior,  Pingard  Mederith, 
John  Agmoad.  And  onto  those  Charchwardens  was  gaiven  an  account  of 
ye  Church  goods  by  the  former  Churchwardens  uppon  the  2l8t  day  of  Meay 
in  the  yoare  above  written  before  divers  of  the  parishioners  ye  partikulara 
thereof  are  as  folio woth  : 

Communion  Cup  on  Silver  Guilt  and  a  cover  of  Silver  guilt. 

Dish  of  Silver  guilt,  and  holland  baggs  to  put  ye  plate  in. 

Pewter  flaggon  of  two  quarts. 

One  Goblet  Poule. 

One  paire  of  fyne  green  carpets  wrought  we  niddle  worke.  i 

Paire  of  flaxon  Sheets.  ,, 

Paire  of  hurdon  Sheets. 

Flaxon  Table  Cloth. 

Two  long  Towels.  ' 

Crimson  Clothe  for  ye  Pulpit. 

One  ould  Communion  Cloth  for  ye  table. 

One  wooden  cushion  for  ye  Pulpiit. 

An  Hour  Glass. 

An  old  druggit. 

2:  Surplesses.     2  Leathern  Bucketts. 

One  gi*oate  Bible     One  horn  Lantern. 

Common  praior  Book. 

Ould  sorrows  book. 

Booke  of  Martyrs. 

Booke  called  Erasmus. 

Booke  of  souls  worked  in  a  duet. 

Books  of  Gammaliel. 

Two  bookes,  registers  for  Christenings  and  burials. 

Four  ould  chests  and  iron  bar  thereunto. 

Wrighting  Tx)oke  for  the  Church  accompts. 

Other  wrighting  booke  for  ye  Poor  accompts. 

One  ladder  contayning  21  rounds. 

One  Cratch  or  Cradle,  to  poynt  ye  Church  Steeple  withe. 

One  Caple  rope,  worth  about  thirtie  shillings. 

Five  fovrmes,  and  Communion  Table  in  ye  chanceL 

Wooden  Stowl  in  ye  Tower. 

One  foot  mount  for  ye  Pulpitt,  given  by  Ed.  Bobinson. 

One  more  faire  cushion  for  Pulpitt  of  plad  white  in  niddle  work. 

One  flaggon  of  about  5  quarts. 

One  pewt«r  and  dish. 

Four  branch  iron  candlesticks  joynted. 
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Two  boxes  to  collect  money. 

One  pair  of  puUies. 

2  boards  with  one  cover. 

Two  wainscot  benches  in  ye  vestry  and  one  table  cord  there. 

One  booke  of  Cannons,  and  two  joynted  stools. 

With  this  catalogue  was  an  entry  of  Is.  9d.,  the  amount  of 
**  Church  Money"  then  in  tlie   hands  of  the  Churchwardens, 
which,  it  is  recorded,  was  handed  over  to  the  newly-elected 
officers.     For  full  a  century  and  a  half  after  this   date,   the 
Churchwardens  were  elected  on  Easter  Monday,  alid  a  catalogue 
(very  similarly  arranged  on  the  vestry  book  to  the  above)  was 
presented  to  them.     In  1640,  it  is  stated  that  Richard  Dodwell, 
of  London,  grocer,  left  J65  for  the  purchase  of  the  Book  of 
Martyrs,  which  was  to  be  lent  out  to  the  inhabitants  generally. 
Appended  to  the  parish  minutes  for  the  above  year,  is  a  copy  of 
the  will  containing  the  bequest,  the  following  brief  extract  from 
which,  will  explain  the  intentions  of  the  donor : — **  I  give  and 
bequeath  to  the  parish  of  Cheltenham  five  pounds,  to  buy  there- 
with the  Book  of  Martyrs,  contained  in  three  volumes,  to  be  put 
in  some  convenient  part  of  the  said  parish  church,  on  some  little 
furniture,  with  a  fastening  to  each  volume,  that  the  same  may 
be  freed,  and  in  common  for  all  to  read  at  convenient  times     .     . 
The  said  book  to  be  lent  out  by  the  Churchwardens  and  their 
successors  to  any  one  poore  inhabitant  housekeeper  of  the  said 
town."     The  first  entry  of  the  election  of   Surveyors  of  the 
Highways  at  a  vestry  meeting,  is  the  21st  December,   1676, 
when  two  were  elected  for  the  town,  and  three  for  the  hamlets. 
"  The  days  appointed  for  ye  worke  to  be  done,"  were  Tuesdays 
and  Fridays  in  each  week.     After  this  time,  the  election  took 
place  annually.     The  following  very  curious  entry  is  made  of  one 
of  these  meetings : — "  December  26,    1721  — Whereas,   at   a 
Vestry  Meeting,  holden  this  day,  it  was  found  by  the  inhabitants 
that  Thomas  Nichols  and  Eichard  Ellis,  the  last  year's  Surveyors 
for  the  Highways,    had  not  collected    so  much  as  they   had 
disbursed  by  £2  by  reason  of  taking  to  little  money  of  the 
substantial  inhabitants  of  the  towne.     We  therefore  elect  them 
to  serve  for  the  said  office  i'or  this  next  year,  and  by  the  consent 
of  this  vestry  they  are  not  to  exceed  the  expenses  of  20  shillings 
for  u4le"     Following  the  order  of  date,  the  following  entries 
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1697. — "And  in  this  yeare  now  read,  all  ye  Bells  in  the  parish 
church  of  Cheltenham  into  8  bells  by  Abraham  Budhall, 
bellfounder  in  Gloucester,  and  in  ye  same  yeare  was  all  ye 
old  money  called  in  and  new  coyned  in  the  8  &  9  yeare  of 
the  reign  of  William  and  Mary ;  the  frame  of  ye  bells  were 
likewise  altered  and  new  made  by  Giles  Ashmead,  of 
Cheltenham,  carpenter." 

1713. — "This  yeare  tha  Minister  and  Churchwardens  collected 
of  several  well  disposed  persons  the  sum  of  i614  for  the 
buying  of  a  silver  flaggon  for  the  use  of  the  communion, 
which  same  was  applied  accordingly.  —  Henry  Mease, 
Minister." 

1714. — "  This  yeare  was  given  to  the  Minister  by  a  secret  hBud 
a  Damask  Table  Cloth  for  the  service  of  the  communion." 

1721. — "  It  was  then  agreed  by  the  joynt  consent  of  a  vestry 
then  held,  that  the  fourth  seat  from  the  Minister  pews, 
which  seat  hath  for  many  years  past  been  used  for  churching 
of  women,  shall  be  given  to  Toby  Sturmey  and  his  heyrs, 
in  consideration  that  the  said  Toby  Sturmey  shall  make  up 
a  seat  in  the  said  aisle  south  of  the  church,  which  seat  shall 
be  in  future  appropriated  for  christnings  and  churching  of 
women." 

In  the  Begister  are  some  very  curious  entries  by  the  Minister, 
for  the  time  being,  as  for  example : — 

"  A.D.  1698,  Received  of  Thos.  Cox,  three  shillings  and  four 
pence  for  a  sermon  preached  on  ye  parable  of  ye  Sower 
Feb.  28, 1698,  according  to  the  last  Will  and  Testament  of 
Thos.  George  who  died  in  ye  yeare  1629.  I  say  received 
by  me 

Ketj  Pulegston, 

Curate." 

According  to  Thos.  George's  Will  the  Sermon  might  be 
preached  on  ye  Sower  in  St.  Mathew's  Gospel,  chap.  13-iii., 
any  time  in  ye  Sowing  season." 

According  to  the  Charity  Commissioners  Eeport,  this  bequest 
was  regularly  paid  to  the  Incumbent  up  to  the  period  the  £ev. 
C.  Jervis  was  inducted  to  the  living. 
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The  visitation  of  Earthquakes  and  Storms  is  also  recorded  : — 

1795. — Nov. — "On  the  11th  of  this  month,  between  the  hours 
of  11  and  12  at  night,  a  severe  Shock  of  an  Earthquake 
was  sensibly  felt  in  this  place  and  neighbourhood." 

Cheltenham  was  again  visited  by  the  shock  of  an  earthquake 
on  Nov.  9,  1852,  at  4.30,  a.m. 

1703.— Nov.  27th.— "Cheltenham  visited  by  a  Great  Storm  of 
Wind,  which  injured  the  Parish  Church  and  most  of  the 
dwelling  houses.     A  terrible  tempestuous  wind  on  the 
27th  days  of  November,  about  ye  hours  of  one  to  seven  in 
ye  morning,  which  did  very  great  damage,  both  at  sea  and 
alsoe  in  land,  to  the  ruined  of  very  many  families.** 
1731.— June  6.— "The  Town  visited  by  a  terrific  Hail  Storm, 
which,  for  its   duration  and  destructive   power,  stands 
unparalleled  in  modern  history.     This  hail  storm  destroyed 
upwards  of  i6200O  worth  of  property  in  Cheltenham, — a 
large  amount  compared  with  tie  small  number  of  houses 
and  inhabitants  at  that  period." 
There  are  entries  in  the  Begister  of  a  domestic  character 
which   deserve  notice.     The  birth  of  the  twentieth   child  is 
recorded  :  — "  1790,  Jiily   8,      Ester,   daughter  of  William 
Fowler  and  Hannah  his  wife — being  her  twentieth  child:" 
and  a  marriage    by  the    Rev.  J.  Close,   the  father  of    the 
Dean  of  Carlisle,  when  on  a  visit  during  his  connection  with  St. 
John's  College,  Oxford.     There  is  one  entry  of  great  historical 
interest,  and  the  publication  of  which,  by  Mr.  J.  O.  Halliwell, 
the  well-known  commentator  of  Shakespeare,  has  tended  to 
render  the  church  register  an  important  national  document.    The 
immortal  Shakespeare  applied  the   word  "Sir"  in  the   same 
sense  as  "  Reverend"  is  now  used  to  designate  those  who  are 
set  apart  for  the  Ministry.     It  was  long  a  debateable  point 
whether  the  immortal  bard  meant  to  describe  the  clerical  character 
by  the  title  of  "  Sir,"  although  it  is  clear  from  his  contem- 
poraries that,  after  the  Reformation,  that  epithet  was  applied, 
and  preceded  the  modem  reverend.    The  church  register  cleared 
the  matter  up,  for  the  poor  perpetual  curates,  whose  stipends 
were  barely  sufficient  to  maintain  them,  were  entered  in  the  list 
of  burials  as  "  Sir" — the  first  entry  occurring  on  A.ugust  31st, 
1574,  "of  Sir  John  Evans,  curate  of  Cheltenham." 
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CHAPTER     XII. 

^e  ^oton  iDttrfng  t&:  Cfbfl  Wlax%. 

DURING  the  memorable  struggle  that  occurred  between  the 
adherents  of  King  Charles  I.,  and  Oliver  Cromwell,  the 
town  of  Cheltenham  was  most  deeply  engaged.  This  arose 
partly  from  its  position  as  adjoining  the  road  from  Stow-on-the- 
Wold,  which  then  passed  by  Hewletts,  and  along  the  back  of 
the  town.  The  armies  of  both  parties,  in  coming  across  the 
Cotswolds  had,  therefore,  to  march  through  the  place  on  their 
way  to  Gloucester,  which  was  in  a  state  of  siege.  Another 
reason  why  the  borough  was  the  scene  of  battle  was,  the  fact 
of  its  manorial  possessor  being  a  warm  partizan  of  the  Royalists. 
The  Steward  of  the  Manor,  John  Stubbes,  a  man  of  considerable 
legal  and  literary  abilities,  was  also  on  the  side  of  Royalty,  and 
the  reigning  monarch  did  not  scruple  to  ask  him  for  pecuniary 
assistance  in  the  hour  of  need,  as  will  be  apparent  from  the 
documents  which  are  quoted  in  this  Chapter. 

The  Dutton  family  (with  one  exception),  who  were  then  the 

owners  of  the  Cheltenham  Manor,  were  royalists,  and  took  a 

very  active  part  in  all  the  political  movements  of  the  times. 

For  this  they  suffered  severely,  by  the  loss  of  their  property  and 

by  imprisonment.     Colonel  Dutton  was  expelled  the  House  of 

Commons  for  his  adherence  to  the  King.     Sir  Ralph  Dutton  had 

his  estate  sequestered,  and  he  was  forced  to  quit  the  country. 

John  Dutton  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Republicans,  and  conveyed 

to  London,  and  he  afterwards  redeemed  his  estate  by  paying 

Cromwell  a  large  sum  of  money.     In  **  A  catalogue  of  the  Lords, 

Knights,  and  Gentlemen  who  have  compounded  for  their  Estates ; 

London,  printed  for  T.  Dring,  at  the  signe  of  the  George,  in 

Meet   Street,  1655" — occurs  this  entry: — "John  Dutton,   of 

Sherborn,Glouc,  Esq.,  £5216  04  00."     An  elder  brother,  John 

Dutton,  **  was  probably  against  the  royalists,  he  had  so  good  an 

opinion  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  or  the  stability  of  his  protection, 

that,  dying  in  1656,  he  appointed  him  guardian  to  bis  only  son." 

— (  Washboume.) 
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Another  person,  of  wealth  and  local  influence,  was  also  a  most 
enthusiastic  supporter  of  the  Throne.  This  was  Sir  B.  Hicks, 
whose  family  was  so  long  allied  by  purchase  to  the  Cheltenham 
Bectory.  This  nobleman  manifested  his  attachment  to  such  an 
extent  that  he  set  fire  to  his  mansion  ratber  than  it  should  become 
a  place  of  shelter  to  the  Republican  army.  This  act  appears  the 
more  extraordinary  wh^i  it  is  considered  that  the  building  cost 
£30,000.  With  persons  of  influence,  such  as  these.  Royalty  met 
with  valiant  support.  It  is  not,  therefere,  to  be  wondered  at, 
that  the  town  should  have  been  regarded  as  a  stronghol  d  of 
monarchy,  and  become  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  the  Republicans. 
More  especially  that  it  was  the  only  place  that  sided  with 
Charles  in  the  locality — Gloucester  and  Tewkesbury  favouring 
the  claims  of  Oliver  Cromwell ;  the  Prestbyterians  being  then 
the  largest  body  of  Religious  professors  in  those  towns,  the 
members  and  supporters  of  Church  and  State  forming  but  a 
mere  section  of  the  population. 

Among  the  names  of  the  commanders  who  distinguished 
themselves  on  the  side  of  the  King,  occur  thote  of  Colonel 
H.  Norwood,  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Leckhampton,  and  an 
ancester  of  the  Trye  family ;  Captain  Conway  Whithome,  of  the 
Whithome  Lovesey  family,  of  Charlton  Kings;  he  defended 
the  monarch  in  all  his  local  struggles,  was  present  at  the 
surrender  of  Worcester  in  1646,  and  served  under  Charles  11. 
at  the  Battle  of  Worcester  in  1651 ;  Sir  Thomas  and  Sir  John 
Byron,  ancestors  of  the  great  poet  Lord  Byron,  who  resided  in 
Cheltenham  in  1812,  and  whose  descendants  have  done  so  since 
— the  Rev.  J.  Byron  having  also,  for  many  years,  held  the 
adjacent  vicarage  of  Elmstone  Hardwick;  Sir  R.  Ducie,  of 
Woodchester,  '*  who  had  the  honour  of  being  made  banker  to 
Charles  T.,  whereby  he  lost  £80,000 ;"  the  Marquis  of  Worcester, 
of  the  Beaufort  family,  who  defended  "  the  last  garrison  that 
held  out  for  the  King ;"  and  Sir  R.  Lawrence,  of  the  family  of 
that  name  at  the  Greenway,  Shurdington.  Among  the  number 
was  the  owner  of  the  once  celebrated  Cubberley  Hall,  which  was 
located  but  a  short  distance  from  the  **  Sevep  Springs."  In 
Shaw's  "  Topographer,"  are  engravings  representing  Cubberley 
Hall  and  the  Parsonage-house,  in  the  days  of  their  glory.  The 
Hall  is  represented  with  a  large  court-yard  filled  with  pages  in 
martial  costume.    During  the  memorable  period  of  the  CivilWars, 
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Cubberley  was  tbe  property  of  Sir  Thomas  Pope,  Earl  of  Bowne, 
a  most  zealous  partizan  of  Charles  I.  That  unfortuuate  monarch 
visited  the  Earl,  and  was  entertained  with  great  pomp,  on  two 
separate  occasions,  at  the  Manor-liouse.  The  first  visit  was 
made  on  November  6,  1643,  and  the  second  on  July  12,  1644, 
at  a  time  when  his  army  were  actively  engaged  at  Cheltenham 
and  Gloucester  in  defending  his  right  to  the  Crown  against  the 
growing  power  of  a  Cromwell. 

Discoveries  have  from  time  to  time  been  made  which  prove 
that  Cheltenham  has  been  the  seat  of  war.  In  1823,  when  the 
«pot  so  long  known  as  "  Jessop*s  Nursery,*'  consisting  6f  about 
twenty  acres,  was  first  cultivated,  a  quantity  of  skeletons  were 
found  by  the  workmen.  From  that  period  down  to  the  past  few 
years,  similar  relics  of  death  have  been  turned  up,  and  no  deep 
excavation  has  been  made  without  bringing  to  light  some 
portions  of  the  human  frame.  On  the  same  property  have  also 
been  found  bullets,  coins  of  the  Commonwealth  and  of  Charles 
I.  In  1827,  when  the  foundation  was  being  dug  out  for 
the  Infants' ■  School-room  in  St.  James's  Square,  and  also 
when  the  houses  in  St.  James's  Square,  Grove  Street, 
Bethel  Chapel,  the  old  Catholic  Chapel,  and  St.  George^s 
square,  were  in  course  of  erection,  human  bones  were  exhumed  in 
abundance  which  would  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  scene  of 
the  engagement  was  one  of  considerable  extent.  Similar  relics 
were  also  found  in  a  garden  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Jones> 
which  has  since  been  converted  into  "  The  Avaries*^'  by  Jessop 
Brothers. 

The  Cheltenham  Chronicle,  al  Feb.  18,  1817,  records  the 
finding  of  what  were  doubtless  relics  of  the  battle  field.  This 
was  in  a  garden  belonging  to  Mr.  Beavan,  chemist,  in  the  High- 
street.  About  two  feet  below  the  surface,  were  found  masses  of 
nearly  perfect  skeletons  without  any  vestiges  of  coffins. 

"During  the  past  week,  the  remains  of  various  skeletons  have 
been  discovered  in  the  extensive  nursery  grounds  of  Mr.  C.  H« 
Jessop  in  this  town.  The  discovery  was  made  while  excavating 
for  sand  near  the  residence  of  Mr.  Jessop,  at  a  short  distance, 
near  the  front  entrance  to  the  ground  in  St.  James's-square. 
From  the  heaped  position  in  which  they  were  found,  as  well  as 
their  gigantic  size  and  decayed  appearance,  there  can  be  but 
little  doubt  that  they  were  the  remains  of  a  portion  of  the  army 
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whicli  perished   during  the  memorable  period  of  the  Civil 
Wars. 

During  th^  occupancy  of  tbe  garden  by  Mr.  Jessop»  a  great 


number  of  the  remains  of  veiy  similar  skeletons  have  Been 
excavated;  the  circumstances  of  their  being  associated  with 
various  implements  of  warfare,  coins  of  Charles  1.,  and  soldiers 
buttons  of  a  similar  date,  afford  a  clear  evidence  as  to  the 
date  of  interment.  The  remains  of  a  pistol,  found  near  the 
entrance  from  the  BayshiU  estate,  has  a  curious  revolving  wheel 
attached  (a  class  of  pistols  that  ceased  to  be  used  siter  the 
Commonwealth  era,)  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Hollis, 
gunmaker,  of  this  town.  The  garden  where  thede  niunerous 
remains  have  been  from  time  to  time  discovered,  was  doubtless 
the  spot  on  which  an  engagement  took  place  between  the 
partizans  of  Oliver  Cromwell  and  those  of  Charles  1." — 
Ckeltenliam  Free  Frm,  Nov.  18th  1843. 

Our  illustration  represents  the  spot  refiraned  to  in  the  aoQOunt 
where  these  relics  were  exhumed. 
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"  There  are  relics  of  the  battle-field  concealed  beneath  this 
fair  and  beauteous  surface.  Grim  skeletons  and  instruments  of 
death,  haye  been,  and  still  are,  frequently  disinterred  from  their 
dark  resting-places.  Cheltenham  had  been  the  King's  Manor, 
and  during  the  Civil  Wars,  Eoyalists  and  Roundheads  struggled 
for  possession.  The  Eepublicans,  who  skirmished  here,  were 
probably  on  their  way  to  the  relief  of  Gloucester ;  and  we  have 
seen  in  a  newspaper,  in  the  account  of  a  recent  discovery  by  the 
workmen  on  the  Dean  Forest  Railway,  another  record  of  that 
memorable  siege.  As  they  were  sinking  for  ballast  gravel,  on  a 
part  of  the  estate  of  T.  G.  Parry,  Esq.,  at  Highnam,  near 
Gloucester,  they  disinterred  twelve  skeletons,  all  apparently  the 
remains  of  full-^own  men.  Some  of  these  skeletons  were  lying 
confusedly,  as  if  the  bodies  to  which  they  belonged,  had  been 
rather  carelessly  consigned  to  their  common  grave ;  but  others, 
and  one  in  particular,  had  evidently  been  respectfully  interred, 
and  the  coffins,  formed  of  blocks,  of  Painswick  stone,  had  been 
built  round  them.  *  It  is  conjectured/  says  the  editor,  *  that 
they  were  t}ie  bodies  of  some  of  the  officers  and  soldiers,  who 
fell  at  the  siege  of  Gloucester,  during  the  civil  wars  between 
Charles  I.  and  his  Parliament." — (Letters  on  Cheltenham.) 

In  June,  1861,  a  gold  siege  piece,  of  great  rarity,  was  dug 
up:— 

"  A  large  gold  piece,  of  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  was  found  at 
Charlton,  on  Wednesday  last,  in  the  brickfield  belonging  to  Mr. 
W.   Smith,  builder,  of  Oxford-passage,  in  this  town.     The 
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discovery  was  made  while  excavating  clay  at  a  depth  of  two 
feet  below  the  surface.  It  is  in  Mr.  Smith's  possession,  and  is 
in  the  finest  state  of  preservation — the  outline  being  as  perfect 
as  when  first  issued  from  the  mint.  It  is  rather  larger  than  a 
half-crown  of  the  present  time,  and  appears  to  have  been  made 
of  unalloyed  gold.  It  is  a  fine  specimen  of  what  is  known  to 
antiquarians  as  a  'Siege  piece.'  It  bears  the  Oxford  mint 
mark,  which  links  it  with  the  history  of  the  town  during  the 
Civil  Wars.  At  the  time  this  piece  was  struck  at  Oxford, 
Cheltenham  was  besieged  by  Oliver  Cromwell.  The  unfortunate 
Charles  then  held  his  parliament  at  Oxford,  and  one  of  his 
warmest  partizans  in  this  neighbourhood  was  John  Stubbes, 
then  Steward  of  the  Manor,  who  resided  in  the  parish  where  this 
relic  has  been  found.  Charles,  when  Prince  of  Wales,  was 
Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Cheltenham,  and  the  beautiful  gold 
memorial  now  brought  to  light,  in  addition  to  the  crown  of 
England,  has  also  upon  it  a  device  of  the  Prince  of  Wales 
feathers,  and  his  coronet.  On  the  obverse  is  a  bust  of  Charles 
in  his  coronation  robes,  surrounded  with  the  inscription — 
Cabolos,  D.  G.  Mag,  F.r.g.h.  J.  B.  Hex.  On  the  reverse,  an 
escutchion  compartment,  surrounded  with  two  crowns,  and 
bearing  on  the  margin  the  words,  Flobent,  Concobd, 
Eegkia  C.  R. 

**A  curious  fact  concerned  with  this  discovery  is,  that  Charles 
would  appear  to  have  been  in  exceedingly  straightened  circum- 
stances at  the  time  this  piece  was  coined.  For  we  find  in 
Coding's  Cheltenham  that  letters  are  extant  written  about 
this  time  by  Charles  to  his  steward,  Mr.  Stubbes,  of  Charlton, 
begging  the  loan  of  "  twenty  pounds,"  and  suggesting  that  if 
he  had  not  the  amount  in  coin  he  should  send  up  his  plate,  as 
the  King's  necessities  were  urgent.  Mr.  Stubbes  resided  in  a 
house  very  near  the  spot  where  the  gold  piece  was  found ;  and 
the  discovery  and  its  attendant  circumstances  are  of  peculiar 
interest  as  illustrating  the  connexion  between  Eoyalty  and  this 
town,  between  two  and  three  centuries  ago,  and  the  important 
scenes  enacted  in  this  neighbourhood  .  during  the  Civil  War, 
which  ended  in  the  execution  of  the  monarch  and  the  establish- 
ment of  a  commonwealth  in  these  realms.  The  cause  of  these 
*  Siege  pieces'  being  Qiade  of  much  purer  gold  than  the  ordi- 
nary coin,  is  supposed  to  be  that  they  were  made  without  alloy 
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from  the  gold  plate  which  the  leiges  supplied  to  the  distressed 
monarch  iu  the  hour  of  his  necessities." — Cheltenham  Examiner, 
June  19,  1861. 

In  July,  1861,  a  man  digging  in  a  garden  in  Victoria-street, 
a  short  distance  from  the  surface,  turned  up  a  copper  coin  of 
Charles  I.  (in  the  author's  possession.)  It  is  similar  to 
many  others  that  have  been  found,  and  we  give  it  a  passing 
notice  here  in  order  to  illustrate  the  abundance  of  local 
memorials  that  abound  belonging  to  this  period.  During  the 
time  the  foundations  were  being  dug  out  for  the  houses  which 
form  the  termination  of  Imperial-square,  opposite  to  Cambray 
Spa,  portions  of  pistols,  buttons,  and  coins,  belonging  to  the 
Eoyalists,  were  brought  to  light. 

Numerous  are  the  records  extant  of  this  memorable  civil 
contest.  Writers  belonging  to  both  parties  issued,  periodically, 
in  some  instances  daily,  accounts  of  the  progress  of  the  war.  We 
here  give  extracts  from  these  curious  narratives,  which  will  unfold 
the  scenes  that  were  enacted  at  Cheltenham  and  its  neighbourhood. 

"The  general  fame  did  increase  and  heighten  the  repute  of  Sir 
William  Waller,  and  the  enemy  possessed  therewith,  began  to 
drawback  on  all  sides;  SirMathew  Carew forthwith  quitted  the 
town  of  Tewkesbury,  which,  within  twelve  hours,  was  repossessed 
by  our  forces.  Our  party  had  no  sooner  saluted  the  town,  but 
received  an  alarm  that  the  former  forces  were  returned  with  greater 
power.  Twas  a  gallant  brigade  of  horse,  comnianded  by  the  Lord 
Grandison,  which  immediately  came  from  Cheltenham,  whereof 
our  men  had  not  the  least  intelligence." — (Corbet's  Gloucester.) 

"  Sept.  the  5,  1643.  We  advanced  to  Prestbury,  within  sight 
of  Gloucester.  This  evening  the  Lord  General  was  fain  to  fight 
for  his  quarter,  and  beat  the  enemy  out  of  it  at  a  Market  town 
called  Cheltenham.  The  next  morning,  September  6,  our 
soldiers  came  down  from  Prestbury  Hill  into  the  village,  being 
wet  to  the  very  skin,  but  could  get  little  or  no  refreshing,  every 
house  being  so  full  of  soldiers : .  the  cavaliers  were  in  the  town 
but  the  day  before.  We  staid  here  but  two  or  three  hours  that 
morning :  our  soldiers  began  to  complain  pitifully,  being  eveii 
worn  out  quite  spent  for  want  of  some  refreshing,  some  com- 
plaining that  they  had  not  eat  or  drank  for  two  days,  some 
longer  time.  Yesterday,  the  enemy  raised  their  siege  from 
before  Gloucester ;  this  day  our  two  regiments  of  the  Trained 
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Bands  marched  to  a  little  village  called  Norton,  three  miles 
wide  of  Gloucester,  and  four  miles  from  Tewkesbury, 
where  our  soldiers  had  so  reasonable  accommodation  and 
refreshment.  On  Nov.  2 1st,  the  noble  Lord  Chandos  had 
intelligence  brought  him  yesterday  at  Sudeley  Castle,  that  the 
rebels  of  Gloucester  intended  to  be  that  day  at  Cheltenham,  to 
receive  the  contributions  of  that  Hundred,  and  the  rents  of 
Master  Button,  Lord  of  the  place  (Lord  of  the  Manor).  Upon 
this  notice  my  Lord  Chandos  took  with  him  120  horse,  and  100 
foot,  and  marched  presently  to  Cheltenham,  where,  finding  the 
rebels,  he  quickly  fell  upon  them,  killed  half  a  score,  and  took 
twenty-two,  whereof  ten  were  of  Colonel  Madsey's  commissary, 
and  was,  indeed,  to  have  been  the  receiver  of  these  rents,  and 
the  peoples  contribution,  which  his  Lordship  prevented  by 
sending  Master  Receiver  and  his  twenty  two  prisoners  to  Oxford, 
where  they  now  are  delivered  to  the  Provost  Marshall  General, 
to  the  great  delight  of  the  country  people,  who  by  these  means 
are  freed  from  their  new  landlords.  On  Nov.  25th,  Colonel 
Massey  summoned  divers  carts  to  meet  him  at  Cheltenham  to 
carry  away  the  goods  of  the  town."  (A  true  and  exact 
Relation  of  the  Marchings  of  the  Two  Regiments  of  the  Train 
Bands  of  the  City  of  London,  in  1648). 

"  Sunday,  Sept.  3rd.  The  lord  generall's  horse  pursued 
them,  bravely  fell  upon  them,  and  had  a  skirmish  with  them, 
and  his  own  regiment  of  foot  charged  them  in  front,  and  fired 
four  roaring  pieces  at  them,  whereupon  they  all  rode  hastily 
away  and  our  forces  fired  upon  them.  How  many  were  slain  I 
cannot  certainly  relate,  but  we  took  divers  prisoners,  who  say, 
that  the  Lord  Holland  was  amongst  them,  and  that  Prince 
Rupert  when  he  saw  our  army  swore  he  thought  all  the  Round- 
heads in  England  were  there.  Their  word  was  "  King  and 
Country ;"  ours  "  Religion ;"  which  proved  the  best  of  the 
three  in  the  end.  After  marching  on  route  through  Cheltenham, 
"  The  next  day  our  Lohdoners  were  appointed  to  quarter  in  a 
towne  called  Prestbury,  within  six  miles  of  Gloucester,  where 
the  cavaliers  then  lay,  as  soon  as  ever  we  appeared  in  site  of 
the  towne,  on  the  edge  of  the  hill  in  sight  of  Gloucester,  they 
drew  out  into  a  come  field  and  faced  us  again  ;  our  forlorne  hope 
descended  down  upon  them,  and  as  soon  as  they  were  at  the 
bottom  of  the  hill,  our  generall  let  the  four  pieces  of  ordnance  at 
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them,  whereupon  they  fled  as  fast  as  their  horses  could  carry 
them,  but  we  stayed  some  of  them  by  the  way,  and  sold  their 
Welsh  hobbies  for  ten  shillings  a  piece." 

"  From  which  siege  the  southern  popish  army  is  risen  through 
feare,  for  they  durst  not  stay  to  view  the  London  apprentices 
that  were  marched  through  Cheltenham  under  the  lorde 
generall  the  Earle  of  Essex  within  six  miles  of  Gloucester, 
for  their  reliefe ;  markets  are  kept  in  Gloucester,  ammunition 
sent,  cavaliers  retreated,  the  queene  for  very  griefe  frighted." 
"Our  scout  finds  the  way  so  impassable,  by  reason  of  the 
scattered  troops  of  the  enemy,  scattered  not  by  any  defeat  given 
by  my  lord  general],  but  to  prevent  supplies,  and  hinder  his 
excellency  from  sending  to  the  parliament  a  report  of  the  Siege 
&c.,  for  as  his  excellency  had  a  braver  and  quicker  recruiter  from 
the  city,  so,  doubtless,  he  will  leave  no  means  untried  to  let  them 
understand  of  his  good  success,  and  though  his  packets  are 
stopped,  there  are  clothiers  come  emminent  for  their  honesty  who 
tell  us  that  they  were  in  Gloucester  since  the  reliefe  of  it." 

"  Monday,  Sept.  4. — The  last  week's  informations  related  how 
farre  his  excellency  the  parliaments  lord  generall  was  advanced 
to  the  relief  of  Gloucester,  viz,  that  on  Thursday  last  he  was 
about  Bicester,  in  Oxfordshire,  where  we  then  left  him  to 
proceed.  On  Friday  his  excellency  drew  up  all  his  army  at 
Bayard's  Green,  on  the  plain  of  Bichester,  from  whence  the 
army  marched  towards  Chipping  Norton,  so  that  it  is  conceived, 
he  might  be  as  farre  as  Cheltenham  this  night,  which  lieth  about 
seven  miles  from  Gloucester.  * 

"  Friday,  Sept.  8. — Some  of  the  Gloucestershire  Clothiers  that 
are  lately  come  out  of  that  county,  report  that  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday  last,  came  to  assault  Gloucester,  and  got  within  pistol 
shot.  One  of  them  affirmeth  that  he  saw  his  excellency  the 
parliament's  lord  generall  on  Sunday  night  last  at  Sherborne, 
which  is  Master  Button's  house  (the  Lord  of  the  Cheltenham 
Manor),  and  lieth  five  miles  from  Stow." 

"  Sept.  12. — The  last  week's  news  of  the  raising  of  the  siege 
and  the  relieving  of  Gloucester  is  now  confirmed  by  some  that 
are  come  from  there ;  that  they  saw  a  gre^at  market  kept  there  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  last,  which  argues  that  there  is  free 
ingresse  and  egresse  in  that  city.  And,  whereas  it  has  been 
reported  that  the  lord  generall  bath  been  there  in  person,  it  is 
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now  informed  that  he  came  not  within  six  miles  of  it,  but 
lay  about  Cheltenham/*  —  Parliamentary  Newsbookes,  1643. 
(Eepublican). 

"Monday,  Sept.  5. — His  Excelleney  advanced  and  came  to 
Prestbury  Hills,  where  he  drew  up  his  whole  army  in  view  of 
ihe  city  of  Gloucester,  and  discharged  four  pieces  of  great 
ordnance  to  give  them  notice  of  his  approach ;  soon  after  we 
discovered  the  enemy's  quarters  on  fire,  for  upon  our  advance, 
they  deserted  the  seige,  and  marched  away  all  that  night  in 
fear  and  disorder,  the  rear  guard  of  our  army,  some  ordnance 
and  ammunition,  stayed  on  the  top  of  the  hills  by  reason  of  the 
steepness  thereof,  darkness  of  the  night,  and  tempestuousness  of 
the  weather,  whereby,  besides  the  famine,  the  whole  army  had,  for 
three  days  march  before,  extremely  suffered,  through  a  country 
that  the  enemy  had  already  distroyed ;  and  that  night,  through 
the  violence  of  cold  and  rain,  divers  of  their  horses  died.  His 
Excellency,  with  the  rest  of  the  ^rmy  quartered  that  night  below 
the  hill  at  Prestbury.  The  next  day,  being  Wednesday,  his 
Excellency  marching  to  Cheltenham,  the  enemy  fell  into  the 
quarters  of  Colonel  Dalbeirs  regiment,  but  having  the  alarm, 
soon  retired  with  little  loss.  The  next  day,  being  Thursday,  the 
enemy  beat  up  the  quarters  of  Col.  Beere's  and  Col.  Goodwin's 
regiment ;  the  loss  was  not  considerable,  only  Major  Bora 
charging  the  enemy  very  bravely,  to  make  retreat  for  the  rest, 
there  lost  his  standard,  lieutenant,  and  cornet,  taken  prisoners. 
His  Excellency  stiaid  •  at  Cheltenham  till  Friday,  and  then 
marched  with  his  whole  army  to  Gloucester,  where  he  continued 
until  Sunday,  furnishing  the  town  with  ammunition,  money,  and 
other  necessaries.  In  all  these  removes  since  our  army  came 
down  the  hills,  the  enemy  avoided  quartering  near  us,  lying  at 
Sudeley  when  we  were  at  Gloucester ;  and  when  we  came  to 
Tewkesbury,  and  advanced  with  part  of  our  forces  to  Upton, 
they  marched  with  their  army  to  Evesham,  and  towards 
Worcester,  ten  miles,  at  least,  from  us  ;  whereby  it  appears  how 
true  i,.  is  that  they  pursued  ten  days  to  seek  battle.  On  Friday 
morning  his  Excellency  arose  with  his  whole  army  from  Tewkes- 
bury, intending  to  quarter  that  night  at  Cheltenham,  but  upon 
advertisement  that  a  body  of  the  enemies  were  then  in 
Cirencester,  our  want  of  necessaries  and  victuals  still  increasing 
upon  us,  his  Excellency  made  a  long  march  with  the  vanguard 
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of  the  anny,  to  fall  upon  tbem,  which  he  did  about  one  of  the 
clock  of  the  night,  sending  a  party  of  horse  to  seize  upon  the 
sentinels  and  guards,  whilst  we,  with  the  rest  of  the  horse, 
begirt  the  town.  We  took  there  forty  loads  of  victuals,  which, 
under  God's  providence,  was  the  preservation  of  the  army  till 
the  day  that  we  fought  the  great  Battle  of  Newbury :  there  were 
taken  six  standards,  all  the  officers  except  the  two  Colonels,  who 
were  absent,  with  divers  other  gentlemen  of  quality,  above  three 
hundred  common  soldiers  and  four  hundred  horse."  (A  true 
relation  of  the  late  Expedition  of  his  Excellency,  Robert  Earl  of 
Essex,  ordered  by  the  Commons,  Oct.  7th,  1643.) 

"On  the  4th  September,  near  Stow-in-the-Wold,  a  smart 
skirmish  happened  with  Prince  Eupert,  who  attacked  Essex  with 
about .  4000  horse,  and  .still  appeared  before  the  parliament's 
army  as  they  marched  on,  for  many  miles  together.  On  the 
Bth  September,  Essex  advanced  to  Prestbury  Hills,  drew  up 
his  whole  army  in  view  of  the  city  of  Gloucester,  and  soon 
after  discovered  the  King's  camp  on  fire,  they  having  deserted 
the  siege.  The  general  himself  marched  to  Cheltenham ;  but 
the  King's  forces  often  skirmished  with  him,  and  beat  up  his 
quarters." — (Rushworth,  Clerk  to  the  House  of  Commons,  1640.) 

Perhaps  at  no  period  were  the  weak-minded  monarch  and 
his  adherents  more  in  need  of  aid  than  just  prior  to 
the  threatened  invasion  of  the  Scotch,  in  1643.  His  own 
private  purse  had  long  been  exhausted,  and  also  the  property  of 
the  nobles  who  followed  him  from  town  to  town  and  field  to 
field.  The  King's  Parliament  at  that  year  was  assembled  at 
Oxford,  and,  as  a  last  resource,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to 
apply  to  different  persons,  throughout  the  kingdom,  for  small 
sums  of  money  or  plate,  by  way  of  loan.  Amongst  the  number 
to  whom  application  was  made  in  this  trying  case,  was  John 
Stubbes  (before  alluded  to),  residing  at  Charlton  Kings,  who 
was  steward  of  that  and  also  of  Cheltenham  manor.  He  was 
urgently  solicited  to  lend  the  sum  of  £20,  or  the  same  value  in 
plate,  and  the  ministers  of  Charles  I.  "  promised  to  repay  as 
soon  as  God  shall  enable."  This  curious  petition  is  preserved 
on  the  Manorial  records  by  the  indefatigable  Prinn,  and  we  here 
publish  it.  The  king  doubtless  felt  that  he  had  some  claim 
upon  the  kindly  feelings  of  Stubbes.  He  had  not  long  previous 
sold  the  Manor  of  Cheltenham  to  the  Sherbonie  family ;  both 
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before  and  after  the  sale,  Stubbes  was  the  Steward,  and  in 
soliciting  pecuniary  aid  he  addressed  himself  to  one  to  whom  he 
was  personally  known. 

"  Charles  Kex. 

"Trusty  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  you  well.  Whereas  aU  our 
subjects  of  our  kingdom  of  England  and  dominion  of  Wales, 
are,  both  by  their  allegiance  and  the  act  of  pacification  bound  to 
resist  and  suppress  all  such  of  our  subjects  of  Scotland  as  have 
in  a  hostile  manner  already  entered,  or  shall  hereafter  enter  into 
this  kingdom.  And  by  law  your  personal  service,  attended  in  a 
warlike  manner,  for  the  resistance  of  this  invasion,  may  be 
required  by  us,  which  we  desire  to  spare,  choosing  rather  to 
invite  your  assistance  in  the  maintenance  of  our  army  in  a  free 
and  voluntary  expression  of  you  affections  to  our  service,  and 
the  safety  of  this  kingdom.  And  whereas  the  members  of  both 
houses  of  Parliament,  assembled  at  Oxford,  have  taken  into 
their  consideration  the  necessity  of  supporting  our  army  for  the 
defence  of  us  and  all  our  people  against  ithis  invasion,  and  for 
the  preservation  of  the  religion,  laws,  and  liberties,  of  this 
kingdom ;  and  thereupon  have  agreed  upon  the  speedy  rising  of 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds,  by  loans  from  particular 
persons,  towards  the  which  themselves  have  advanced  very 
considerable  proportions,  and  by  their  examples  hope  their  well- 
affected  subjects  throughout  the  kingdom  will  in  short  time  make 
up  the  remainder,  whereby  we  shall  not  only  be  enabled  to  pay 
and  to  recruit  our  army,  but  likewise  be  enabled  to  put  our 
armies  in  such  a  condition  as  our  subjects  shall  not  suffer  by 
free  quarter  or  the  unmliness  of  our  soldiers,  which  is  now  in 
present  agitation,  and  will,  we  no  way  doubt,  by  the  advice  of 
the  members  of  both  houses  assembled,  be  speedily  effected. 
We  do,  towards  so  good  a  work,  by  the  approbation  and  advice  of 
the  said  members  of  both  houses  assembled,  desire  you  forthwith 
to  lettd  us  twenty  pounds,  or  the  value  thereof  in  plate ;  toucht 
plate  at  five  shiUings,  untoucht  plate  at  four  shillings  and  four 
pence,  per  ounce,  and  to  pay  or  deliver  the  same  within  seven 
days  after  the  receipt  thereof  to  the  hands  of  the  high  sheriff  of 
that  our  county,  or  to  such  whom  he  shall  appoint  to  receive 
the  same,  who  is  forthwith  to  return  and  pay  the  same  at 
Corpus  Christi  College,  Oxford,  to  the  hands  of  the  Earl  of 
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Bath,  Lord  Seymour,  Mr.  John  Ashbournham,  and  Mr.  John 
Pettiplace,  or  any  of  them  who  are  appointed  Treasurers  for 
the  receiving  of  the  same  and  issuing  thereof  by  the  said 
members,  by  whose  order  the  said  money  is  only  to  be  disposed, 
and  to  give  receipts  for  the  same,  the  which  we  paomise  to 
BEPAY  as  soon  as  God  will  enable  us.  The  sum  to  be  advanced 
with  speed.  We  are  necessitated  to  apply  ourselves  to  such 
persons  as  yourself,  of  whose  liability  and  affection  We  have 
confidence,  giving  you  this  further  assurance,  that  in  such  further 
charges  that  the  necessity  of  our  just  defence  shall  enforce  us  to 
require  of  our  good  subjects,  your  forwardness  and  disburse- 
ments shall  be  considered  to  your  best  advantage,  and  so 
presuming  you  will  not  fail  to  express  your  affection  herein,  we 
bid  you  farewell. — Given  at  our  court  at  Oxford,  the  14th  day 
of  !bebruary,  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  our  reign  1643. 

"  By  the  advice  of  the  members  of  both  houses  assembled  at 
Oxford. 

"  ED.  LITTLETON,  L.  S. 

"  Gloucr  "  SIMP.  EYRE,  L.  S. 

"  To  John  Stubbes,  of  Charlton  Kings." 

A  more  humiliating  request  was  never,  we  should  presume, 
sent  from  any  monarch  or  his  ministers,  to  a  subject,  than  the 
one  which  is  contained  in  this  ancient  local  record.  The 
Parliament  alluded  to  at  Oxford  consisted  of  the  friends  of  the 
king  alone.  After  it  had  received  supplies  and  voted  them 
away,  it  was  dissolved,  and  never  after  re-assembled.  It 
was  composed  of  about  two  hundred  members — less  than  half 
the  number  of  the  Parliament  sitting  at  the  same  time  in 
Westminster. 

Another  local  record  by  Prinn  is  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
Monarch  by  his  Queen,  and  its  contents  show  the  difficult 
position  which  royalty  was  placed  in,  being  not  only  harrassed 
by  public  men  but  by  his  own  domestic  circle : — 

Queen  Henkietta  Maeia  to  hek  Hitsband,  Chables 
I.,  A.D.  1646. — "The  folly  is  so  great,  that  I  do  not  understand 
it.  Delays  have  always  ruined  you.  As  to  your  answer  on  the 
militia,  I  would  believe  that  you  will  not  consent  to  pass  it  for 
two  years,  as  I  understand  you  will  be  pressed  to  do,  and  that 
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you  will  refuse  it.  But,  perhaps,  it  is  already  done ;  you  are 
be^nuing:  again  your  old  game  of  yielding  everything.  For  my 
own  consolation,  however,  I  will  hope  the  contrary,  till  I  hear 
the  decision  ;  for  I  confess  that  if  you  do  it.  you  ruin  me  in 
ruining  yourself ;  and  that,  could  1  have  believed  it,  1  sliould 
never  have  quitted  Lngland  ;  for  my  journey  is  rendered 
ridiculous  by  what  you  do,  having  broken  all  the  resolutions 
that  you  and  1  had  taken,  except  of  going  where  you  are  and 
that  to  do  nothing.  I  send  you  this  man  express,  hoping  that 
you  will  not  have  passed  the  militia  bill.  If  you  have,  I  must 
think  about  retiring  for  the  present  into  a  convent,  for  you  are 
no  longer  capable  of  protecting  any  one,  not  even  yourself." 


CHAPTEE  XIII. 

Hocai  'Stobacco  plantations. 

e^HiiLTENHAM  was  ouce  as  celebrated  for  the  quantity  and 
/  quality  of  the  Tobacco,  which  its  inliabiLtaLUs  rtared,  aa  it 
now  is  for  its  Mineral  Waters  and  Educatioual  Eititblibhinehts. 
The  applicability  of  the  climate  for  tht^  cultlvaLiuii  of  this 
fashionable  weed  is  fully  demonstrated  by  the  ktt  m dinner  in 
which  the  plant  still  grows  in  our  local  gardens. 

Our  town,  during  the  peiiod  of  its  prosperity  in  the  mouastic  . 
era,  appears  to  have  shared  in  the  trade  of  its  day;  and  even 
after  the  time  of  the  Civil  Wars,  in  the  Commonwtiiltb  period, 
it  seems  to  have  been  a  place  noted  for  its  Tobacco  PLmtatious. 
This  is  certainly  a  singular  and  striking  fact.  To  a  traveller 
who  visited  this  "  Queen  of  Watering  Places"  two  centuries 
ago,  how  strange  a  sight  must  have  been  presented  to  his  view  ! 
— a  few  houses  with  a  running  stream  in  iheirfroatformii^g  the 
High-street,  and  the  land  on  either  side  planted  out  with  tobacco. 
An  account  of  Cheltenham  and  its  ancient  tobacco  plantations 
is  given  in  a  work  of  rare,  costly,  and  national  character*     It 
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is  of  a  large  folio  Bizie^  embeHisfaed  with  a  niitDber  of  bigfaly* 
fii^ishedl  engi^anngs,  ond  devoted  to  an  abeoant  of  all  the  places 
known  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  to  whom  it  was  especially 
dedicated;  It  was  published  in  1675)  and  has  the  following 
title-page :-—"  Britanniai  or  an  illustration  of  the  Kingdom  <J 
Bngland  and  Dominion  of  Wales;  by.  a  Geographical  and 
Historical  description  dF  the  Principal  roads  thereof,  fee.'^By 
John  Ogliby^  Esq.,  His  Majesty's  Cospoo^rapher,  and  Master  of 
His  Majes^'s  Kevels  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland."  In  this  work 
iseontadned  a  plan  of  Cheltenham  as  it  then  stood  in  connection 
with  other  jpqst  towns.  From  .  this  we  learn  that  the  only  mhil* 
road  which  then  intersectedit,  waa.on  the  route  frdm Gbi^oester 
to  Coventry— passing  from  Cheltenham  by  the  Swinaon-road  on 
the  spot  shown  in  the  sketch  to  Prestbury  and  through  Winch - 
comb.  The  author  thus  informs  his  readers— "At  nine  miles 
(from  Gloucester)  enter  Cheltenham,  in  extent  6  furlongs ;  it 
numbers  near  200  houses ;  hath  a  fair  church. — Winchcomb  is 
a  large  town,  containing  about  300  houses ;  a  place  well  known, 
for  at  this  place  and  Chdtenhatti^  thfe/  people  are  much  given  to 

plant  tobacco,  though  they  are  supprest  by  authority."  The 
writer  of  this  voluminous  work  assures  us  in  his  preface  that  all 

his  observations  are  founded  upon  acttSal  viSitB  to  the  places 
detailed  and  made   by  roy^l  conimand.     On  this  account  the 

information  U  extremely  valuable. 

In  ftirlber  illustratiou  of  ths  important  p6sitt6n  Wbf6ll'  Ohelt-' 

enliem  fhen  occupied   as  n  tobacco  growing  parish,  Wfe  Jgite' 

verhaim  extracts  [from  the  '' FmftH  IMufnatt* }  of  theAiitiut(6fe' 

of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  cbronologibil  oi'dfef  :-^ 

ie52,  April  1.— An  Act  passed,  prohibttiiig  tbb  platltiitg;  of 

tobacco  ill  England,  wliicb  materially  ^aff^feted'  thfe  interfe^^  of 

many  persona  in  Gloucestershire- 
May  6  — Tbis  day  was  rend  in  the  House  of  Comindris  **T?life 

humble  Petition  and  cries  of  many  land  o^nei's  atdlaboiSitrsbf 

CueUenbam  and  Winchcomb," 

B/eaolvedi  that  a  declaration  be  brought  in  to-mbWoWihothin'^, 

for  dispensing  with  the  forfeiture  of  the  Act,  intituled  "  An  Act 

Prohibiting  the  Ilanting  of  Tobacco  in  England,  for  nil  Tob^'cbo 

that  Was  planted  within  this  CommomJrealth  before  thb  I8th  tfey 

of  Hay,  1662,  for  this  year  only." 

1663,  Atig.  IB.— Three  penc^  upon  eviery  ^otitid  of  tobddoo 
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planted  ill  the  bounty  of  Gloucester  to  be  paid  by  the  planters 
to  the  USB  of  the  commonwealth. 

Sept.  8. — ^A  bill  passed  allowing  the  English  planters  in  ' 
Gloucestershire  to  enjoy  the  English  'fobacco  by  them  planted 
this  year  only  without  interruption." 

To  ye  Parliament. 
I'he  humble  petition  and  cries  of  many  land  owners  and 
labourers  at  Cheltenham    and    Winchcomb  in* ye   county  of 
Gloucester. 

Humbly  complaininge,  sheweth  unto  your  most  excellent 
Majesty  and  Parliament,  your  obedient  and  MthfuU  subjects,  the 
growers  and  cominality,  of  ye  towns  of  Cheltenham  aad  Winch- 
comb  :  that  vour  petitioners  have  for  many  years  past  grown  in 
ye  common  inelds  ye  weed  called  Tobacco,  and  pray  that  your 
Highnesse  and  Parliament  will  permitt  them  tlirough  your 
Counciil  to  practice  the  same,  as  their  crops  will  be  perilled  and 
lost  and  it  will  be  to  ye  ruined  of  very  many  labourers ;  our 
crops  thei'eof  growing  and  growen  also  into  decay,  with  many 
other  inconveniences,  in  tender  consideratiofi  thereof,  may  it 
please  ybur  Majesty^s  Hon.  Counsel!,  according  to  ye  necessity 
of  ye  cause,  and  youi'  said  obedient  subjects,  and  all  the  countries 
thereabout,  shall  accordingly  pray  for  your  Highnesse  and  Pai^a- 
meht.     Cheltenhaai,  May  1652. 

The  real  reason  why  the  Cheltenham  growers  were  intierferred 
with  by  the  Legisflature  was  from  the  fact  that  vested  interests  were 
at  stake.  Fuller  tell^  us  that  the  inhabitants  were  acquiring  wealth 
by  the  practice.  This  «icited  the  ire  of  the  Merchants  (Who 
w^re  importing  the  then  scarce  weed  from  Virginia)  to  suxsh  an 
e^ent  that  the  House  of  Commons  interfened,  and  attempted  to 
suppress  the  local  plantations.  The  inhabitants,  so  loyal  to 
their  sovereigti  upon  other  occasions,  did  not  tamely  submit  to 
be  deprived  of  a  trade  that  had  proved  so  highly  lucrative.  Th6 
ordet  for  putting  in  force  the  enactment  was  entrusted  to  the 
atlthorities  of  Gloucester.  A  regiment  of  soldiers  entered  the 
towxi  and  commenced  liie  work  of  destroying  the  plantations. 
The  inhabitants  defended  themselves  bravely,  and  the  soldiers, 
who  were  moutited  on  horses,  were  glad  to  beat  a  retreat.  In 
the  HetCurius  FoUtkm,  a  Court  newspaper,  published  on  July 
81st,  1^58,  it  is  said  that  "Cornet  Wakefteld,  with  a  party  of 
hbrse,  marched  out  6i  Gloucester  to  destroy  the  Tobaccb  abbtlt 
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Wincbcomb  and  Cbeltenliam.  The  country  did  rise  on  them, 
about  500  or  600,  threatening  to  kill  them,  horse  and  man,  so 
that  they  were  constrained  to  depart."  The  document  which 
was  sent  down  by  the  parliament  for  carrying  the  work  of 
destruction  into  effect,  is  preserved  among  the  city  of  Gloucester 
records.  We  transcribe  it  on  these  pages  in  order  still  further 
to  illustrate  the  excitement  which  then  prevailed,  jnot  only  locally, 
but  tbrougbout  Europe : — 

To  the  Maior  and  Justices  qf  the  Peace  for  the  Citty  and  County 
of  the  CUty  of  Gloucester, 

Gentlemen, — 

The  late  Parliament  having,  by  their  Act,  published  April 
4,  1693,  prohibited  the  planting  of  Tobacco  in  England,  his 
Uighnesse,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  his  Councell,  did  on 
the  11th  April,  1654,  passe  an  Ordinance  for  authorising  certain 
persons  therein  named  to  put  the  fore  recited  act  in  execution ; 
being  induced  thereunto  from  consideration  then  had  of  the 
prejudice  and  loss  ariseing  to  the  English  plantations  abroad, 
and  to  the  trade  at  home  by  planting  of  the  Tobacco  in  this 
nation.  After  that  ordinance  was  passed,  it  appeared  to  his 
Highnesse,  by  the  petition  of  several  persons  about  Winchcomb 
and  Cheltenham  in  Gloucestershire,  and  other  places  adjacent, 
that  several  quantities  of  Tobacco  had  been  planted  in  that 
season  in  siveral  of  those  places,  and  it  was  prayed  thereupon 
by  the  petitioners,  that  they  might  enjoy  their  crop  of  Tobacco 
then  growing,  promising  withall  to  forbeare  the  planting  of  any 
more  for  the  future  without  license  granted  to  them  in  that 
behalf.  Whereupon  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  said 
ordinance,  and  all  others  employed  under  them,  or  by  their 
authority,  had  direction  from  his  Highnesse  and  his  Councell  to 
suspend  the  further  execution  of  that  Ordinance  and  Act  of 
Parliament  as  to  the  Crop  then  growing,  till  further  order.  Lately 
his  Highnesse  hath  been  addressed  to  by  several  Merchants, 
and  others  relating  to  Virginia,  Sz;c.,  complaining  of  the  greate 
damage  that  hath  accrewed  to  the  English  plantations  abroad  by 
the  great  Quantities  of  English  Tobacco ;  the  Trade  to  those 
parts  being  also  thereby  discouraged;  in  the  consequences 
whereof  JSavigation  will  be  impaired,  the  Customed  of  this 
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Commonwealth  lessened,  and  the  people  thereof  inhabiting 
thorje  plantations  impoverished.  On  consideration  of  which  his 
Highnesse,  npon  advice  with  his  Coancell,  have  determined  to 
lead  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  said  Ordinance  to  see 
the, said  Act  of  Parliament  put  in  effectual  execution ;  and  not 
to  license  the  planting  of  any  Tobacco  in  England  contrary  to 
the  purport  and  tenor  thereof.  And,  therefore,  to  the  intent  the 
persons  concerned  may  not,  through  want  of  seasonable  warning, 
draw  inconvenience  upon  themselves  by  further  planting  of  Tobacco 
in  your  parts,  the  Councell  doth  hereby  commend  it  tx)  your  care 
that  this  resolution  of  his  Highnesse  be  published  in  your  city 
and  county,  at  such  places  as  you  shall  judge  most  convenient, 
and  in  such  a  way  as  noe  person  concerned  may  give  just  cause 
to  pretend  ignorance  thereof;  and  that  all  such  persons  be  let  to 
understand,  that  his  Highnesse  doth  require,  and  will  expect  the 
due  conformity  therein ;  and  that  in  case  any  of  them  shall 
presume  the  contrary,  they  must  charge  the  detriment  that  will 
thence  ensue  upon  their  own  default,  which  will  be  the  less 
excusable,  considering  his  Highnesse*s  indulgence  as  to  the  last 
Yeare's  Crop,  and  their  owne  undertaking  not  to  plant  noe  more 
without  special  license  obtained. 

Signed  in  the  name  and  by 
Whitehall,  Order  of  the  Councell, 

27  March,  1655.  He  :  Laubbnce,  Presid. 

Notwithstanding  this  explicit  Proclamation  on  the  part  of  the 
government,  and  backed  by  a  military  power,  the  growth  of  the 
newly  discovered  weed  was  not  abolished.  We  have  seen  that 
Ogliby,  who  visited  the  place  in  1675,  describes  it  as  populated 
by  a  people  "  much  given  to  plant  Tobacco,  though  they  are 
supprest  by  authority."  No  author  after  him  speaks  of  the 
existence  of  the  plantations,  and  it  is,  therefore,  probable  that  a 
later  enactment  finally  abolished  the  local  cultivation  of  the 
Virginian  plant. 

During  the  reign  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  a  complete  change  took 
place  in  the  commercial  character  of  the  nation.  The  rigid  and 
restrictive  laws  of  a  previous  age  had  been  suffered  to  fall  into 
disuse.  Tobacco,  which  was  then  regarded  as  a  great  luxury 
by  the  English,  was  imported  from  Virginia,  and  realized  a  high 
price.    The  value  of  the  commodity  induced  several  persons  in 
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Ireland  to  attempt  its  growth,  and  in  England  the  same  expen- 
ment  was  tried  at  Chettenham,  Winclicomb,  and  Postlip.  That 
these  three  last-named  places  should  have  been  selected  is  not 
^i^iising  wh«n  we  remember  that  Ogliby  informs  us  that  they 
had  then  mail-roads,  thereby  affording  an  opportunity  for 
commercial  intercpurse.  Charles  II.  was  crowned  in  1661,  and 
,one  of  the  first  acts  of  his  administmtion  was  to  repeal  aU  ^aws 
in  favour  of  a  popular  government ;  and  among  his  enaetments 
was  one  prohibiting  the  growth  of  tobacco  in  En^kod  and 
Ireland.  2%#  Brituh  ComUtution,  vol.  ii.,  informs  us  that  the 
two, places  in  England  that  were  affected  by  the  Tobacco  Act, 
were  Cheltenham  and  Winehcomb.  Fuller,  the  eminent  Church 
historian,  asserts  that  so  extensive  were  the  Tobacco  plantations 

,  in  Winehcomb  and  the  neighbourhood  "  that  mmy  got  gi»at 

.  states  thereby." 

"  Whether  we  weie  indebted  for  our  tobacco  t©  /the  eelebmfced 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  who  fir^t  introduced  it  into  England,  I  am 

.  iK)t  prepared  to  say,  but  I  think  it  highly  protbable,  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,  though  born  in  Devon,  was,  by  descents  and  pn^eaty,  a 
Gloucestershire  naan.  The  Raleigh's  had  property  at  Bdgewoi?th, 
Lassington,  Preston,  andTurkdean,  from  theitimeof  RifAtardll. 
to  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  and  James  i.  The  celebrated  Sir 
Walter  himself  possessed  properties  at  Hawkesbory,  Boxwell, 
Leighterton,  and  Whitminster,  which  were  foufeited  to  the  Crown 
on  his  attainder.     In  writing  his  "  History  of  the  World,"  he 

.  rwas  assisted  by  a  learned  Gloucestershire  man,  Robert  Borhill, 
of  Dimmock.  The  Legislature,  in  her  anxiety  to  protect  the 
trade  of  her  West  India  colonies,  and  for  the  sake-of  the  revenue, 

,   has  long^ince  forbid  the  cultivation  of  the  fragrant  weed  in  this 

.  kingdom ;  bat  whether,  in  these  days  of  free  trade,  it  be  /neces- 
sary to  continue  the  prohibition  of  the.  growth  of  this  article  of 
agricultural  produce,  is  a  question  between  the  farmersj  and  the 
Legislature.  There  is  clearly  nothing  in  the  soil  t^nd;  climate  ito 
prevent  its  being  grown  as  well  here  as  in  FrawJe,  Getro w^.i  afnd 
other  parts  of  Europe." — (Rev.  S.  Lyeons). 

"Richaitl  Pates,  the  founder  of  the.Grai?a«a«ar  Seh©oi,Wiia  a 

,  correspondent  of  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  the  br^thqi^inTiaw  of 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  is  mentioned  in  familiar  terms  \n  the 

,  u|lp^blished  autograph  letters,  which  I  was  forfcuoiate  -  cpcmgh 

jrlatejy  t(Q  me^  with,.   It  is  probable  that,  whea.ther^wo  kajg^s 
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inirodueed  the  weed  from  ^r&rinia,  «  pinncQ)  pf  ^e  ,f^^  ,Rri^ 
oonUfrned  ^o  hairt;  lor  €hekenhflm  wm  e^ifly  luiiroi^  €eir  ^Ne 
gmwth'df  iohaeoo,  whieL,  with  oqfii,  foniie<i  the  i»t«.f4e' tcops- 
ttodivtiee^  of  the  plaee  phretfioas;  to  ihe  Att  of  Gb^les  U.,  ^hifti 
made  litoe  grown 4obeM9^  eisoiseable.'' — {IMtw^^n  Qlmlt^ham^) 

Wibehcomb  yet  retaiBS  some  relics  ^f  \\»  mxiAi^X  itsij^^^ 
iitflic.  'Th^  ibarn  inhere  ftibe  weed  w^  wiQ|-ehoi^e4  ii^  l9i(mi§^  JA 
North  Street.  The  Wesleyan  Chapel  also  stands  on  the  ^i^ei^f 
anofCher  tobaceo^iMim.  Bostlip  Hall,  mkltKay  b^t^^^i  jl^elt- 
^nham  anet  Wihoiuiodib,  was  also  a  place  m\^  the  i^n^^^n^  ^f 
^<  wettiwpf?^  and  ' ^'drying"  was  catried  w,  mi  mih^  <rid  P«ait- 
^nffiee'^Boreotorieait  is  inokded  ivith  ike  Tpbaoeo  Plai^l^tipm. 

^^It  IB  a  nmatkaV^  cirdornstaoce,'  butt  tittle  dfino^^  4ibltt 
lobaeoos  originaUy  (bvou^hl  jnto'mir  kioi^d^  by  $v  Jc^ 
Hawkins,  mflhe^raar  1566,  w^?  finct .planted )0^^]^ngU^grQ^p|d 
itk  i\m  paiash ;  mud  •yifii4od  a  <c(MMider)iya  i^Kodvi^i^^  ^^IQi^rio 
the  inhabitants,  till  they  wens  ^reetralibNl  ik(im  4b§  /ei^Aiv^l^ipf^  ^f 
rit  %:an  (Adt  ^  Pariiamfnt^  passed  ill  the  iiiOn  jjfef^r  j^f  Itk^ieign 
fc^'fchaibs lli^^rr-C/onmey  to  ^attenbain  Spa^'  liH<!) 
'  -n^efir^iocii^iitfodiiolioii  of' the'pltakii^  la^oriibaddPiyyiGQP^n 
'to  rtkfe  gieat  citeumpa¥igat0f,  .Sir  i3SteaT*oi^  Krate;  1^  ^4«t- 
hiaihed  linBlovim  ndatea  itbiit  fvhen  tobtwco  ^ff)^  fbr^gW)  ^qyfco 
liiglaad  the  first  thni  bf  (Sir  ^rancia  l>^e»  f'  $hMri^  cip^^He- 
tiiately'beftan  ft*)  growi»  «^y  i@a»sral  ua0,  andj^beii^i.a  Wgh 
piieei^'t-(Oamdeny  .    ►       '  - 

'  'The  anthbr  6f  <the  iOU^ham  GiM^,  Um.  flb&^ryjes  ;— 
^^'^bacod  was  )ficat  planted  (in  >tbil9<  iptM^li.  m{^  >ieklf4  a 
oonsidbmhie  ptoluqe  aiid  f^mf^  to'lthe  inhabitHJits  Ull  14^, 
Isti,  Obarles'II,  «wfaen  anApt.wa^  paiBsecJ  :ff)r  pi^hibiiiug  the 
xmltivaiion  of  it.  flobacoo  w^.m>t  kttownfjn  En^Hand  till  1583, 
9dth  Elisabeth, sW^ban  a  fleet,  uin^r  tb^^eoM^^vud  of  Btr  Fr^n^^m 
^rake,  aad'iheiEarl  of  €)aTti/sle»  genfeval  of  itbe  land  forqe%  aft^r 
having,  in  1586,  taken  St.  Jago,  one xif  itbe Sapede  Verd  Ulai^ds, 
and  St.  Domingo,  but  beir^g  dispersed  by  a  storm,  parL  of  them 
keeping  on  their  coui:9e,  along  a  desolate  cpast,  lighted  with  some 
Englishmen,  who  had  planted  themselres  in  Virginia,  so  named 
in  honour  of  their  virgin  Qu66n,  having  been  carried  over  thither 
for  a  colony  in  April,  1584,  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  Ralph 
Lane,  one  of  the  above,  came  bver  v^itih  ^ir  F.  Drake,  and  was 
the  first  who  brought 'T^haqog  ip,^  Jgi^nd;  which  had  been 
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discovered  by  the  Spaniards  in  Tabaco,  and  was  introduced  in 
France  by  Nicot,  and  by  the  French  was  first  called  Nicotians. 
Sir  Francis  Drake,  at  the  same  time,  first  brought  Potatoes  into 
England."  The  family  of  Sir  F.  Drake  were  allied  to  one  of 
our  county  families,  and  the  last  descendant  of  the  great 
circumnayigator  lies  buried  in  Leckhampton  churchyard,  where 
monuments  exist  to  his  memory,  both  within  and  without  the 
church. 

Sir  Francis  H.  Drake,  Bart.,  who  was  the  last  of  this  renowned 
family,  was  a  resident  of  Cheltenham  until  his  decease  in  1839. 
The  pedigree  and  descent  of  the  noble  baronet  is  described  on 
the  tablet  to  his  memory,  in  the  interior  of  Leckhampton  Church. 
His  great  ancestor,  Sir  Francis,  who  travelled  round  the  globe 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  was  on  personal  intimacy  with 
the  "  noble  house  of  Berkeley,"  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
furniture  which  was  used  in  his  cabin,  three  centuries  ago,  stiU 
adorns  the  walls  of  Berkeley  castle. 

At  the  time  when  the  plant  was  reared  in  such  abundance  in 
the  locality  it  became  a  fashionable  article,  and  Cigar  Divans 
were  established  in  London.  The  Criminal  Tiials,  vol.  i.,  relates 
in  confirmation  of  this,  that  the  Peers  copiously  smoked  tobacco 
whilst  deliberating  upon  the  verdict  of  the  unfortunate  Earls 
Essex  and  Southampton.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  also  sat  smoking 
his  pipe  while  looking  at  Essex's  execution.  And  the  popularity 
in  which  tobacco  was  held  at  the  period  when  it  was  growing  at 
Cheltenham  and  Winchcomb  is  apparent  from  the  following  lines, 
which  occur  in  a  very  curious  small  octavo  work  (half  manuscript) 
purchased  by  the  late  T.  Hennev,  Esq.,  J.P.  (together  with 
*'  Ogliby's  Brittania,"  which  we  quoted  at  the  beginning  of  the 
chapter.)  This  singular  production  of  the  days  of  Oliver 
Cromwell,  is  entitled  The  Marrow  of  Complimmte,  and  has  a 
marginal  reference  to  "  ye  praises  of  Cheltenham  Tobacco."  It 
was  published  in  1654  :— 

"  Much  meat  doth  Oluttony  procure 
To  feed  men  as  fnt  as  swine  ; 
But  he's  a  frusal  man  indeed, 
That  on  a  leaf  ean  dine  ! 

"  He  needs  no  napkin  for  his  hands. 
His  fingers'  end  to  wipe. 
That  hath  his  kitchen  in  a  hox, 
His  roast  meat  in  a  Pipe  T' 
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We  thus  see  the  very  general  fame  that  the  Cheltenham 
tobacco  fields  once  acquired.  There  is  a  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  who  was  the  first  introducer.  The  probabilities  are,  we  think, 
that  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  was  the  means  of  our  becoming  a 
tobacco  gnawing  town.  Eichard  Pates,  the  benevolent  founder 
of  the  Grammar  School,  who,  for  nearly  twenty  years,  conducted 
and  superintended  that  establishment  in  person,  was  ever  mindful 
of  the  interests  of  the  town.  His  intimate  friendship  with  the 
Raleigh  family,  as  evidenced  by  the  letters  yet  extant,  may  have 
led  to  the  establishment  of  the  Cheltenham  Tobacco  Plantations. 
The  Raleighs  resided  in  thie  neighbourhood ;  Sir  Walter  Raleigh, 
the  great  traveller's  grandson,  married  the  daughter  and  heiress 
of  Sir  Anthony  Lawrence,  Knight,  of  Sandywell  Park. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


S^t  ^oton  prior  to  tge  BtecobetD  of  tge    mineral 
Waters. 


FROM  the  first  dawn  of  Saxon  history,  wheti  the  early  converts 
to  Christianity  reared  a  local  Monastery,  down  to  the  State 
abolition  of  all  such  institutions,  Cheltenham  maintained  nn 
important  position  as  an  agricultural  district.  The  fact  of  its 
having  been  a  royal  manor  tended,  to  some  extent,  to  promote 
its  prosperity.  No  less  than  nineteen  crowned  heads  of  England 
have  been  owners  of  the  place,  from  the  Saxon  Edward  to  the 
unfortunate  Charles  I.  Through  all  these  successive  reigns, 
Cheltenham  enjoyed  rights  and  privileges,  and  contributed  so 
largely  towards  the  expenses  of  the  State,  as  to  demonstrate 
that  the  then  inhabitants  must  have  been  in  prosperous  circum* 
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,  SitaBCQS.  Suoih  was  the  hi^h  aUte  of  cultfvs^ion  jbk^t,  In  the 
rtirtieeBi;thcentliy^y,  Her>ry  TTI.  had  leased  the  parish  fa  aevepallol;? 
to  ^riQ  ten^Li^.  The  local  trade,  ari8ii;ig  from  this  state  of  ti^ii^, 
induced  the  mooaTch  to  increase  the  number  of  fairs  epad  marie^. 
Th?»©  upited  pxiyileges  g^ve  so  much  impoitanoe  to  the  place, 
ibat  Henry  was  ^mibfed  to  e^cbanare  it  away  "  for  the  soaport^of 
Winebejs^a  imd  Rye."  Tbe  paorties  who  thus  became  .possessed 
ojf  the  place  were  tbe  Abbot  and  Mopks  of  the  Norman  Abbey 
pf  Tescamp,  and  ina^y  oew  privileges  w^e  included  in  tfeeir 
charter,  Bot  the  Jieiast  of  whioh  wfis  ijve  grant  to  the  Abbott  pf  a 
license  *'  to  let  out  the  loanor  i<^  t^eligiQw  men  ^nd  others,^'  a 
lafoof  that  the  monks  were  the  best  cwltirators  of  itha  «c^  at 
that  periods  The  onginal  grant  legalizing  the  ^i^f^^apge  <  40 
Fescamp  Abbey,  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  G.  A.  Williams, 
librarian,  of  this  town.  It  is  dated  the  thirty-first  year  of  the 
reign  of  Henry  III.,  and  by  it  the  Abbot  is  constituted,  not  only 
the  Ecclesiastical,  but  the  judicial  ruler  of  the  manor.  He  is  to 
appoint  bailiffs,  to  try  criminals,  issue  writs,  "  no  steward  or 
marshall  is  to  interfere,"  and  if  any  one  should  not  obey  the 
manorial  mandate,  ''he  having  been  summoned  before  the 
Exchequer,  shall  pay  oae  .hu^di:p4  ppwnds  of  gold."  From  the 
days  of  Henry  III.,  down  to  a  century  and  a  half  later,  the 
place  continued  to  increase  in  prosperity,  and  each  succeeding 
.  mon^h  added  jaew  priyileg^s. 

W*  now  reach  a  period  in  history  when  the  town,  in  common 
with  other  places,  held  under  monastic  tenure,  had  to  experience 
the  reverses  of  fortune.  'Ufeis  lamentable  event  was  brought 
about  by  the  dissolution  of  Alien  Priories  ;  and  not  only 
Cheltenham,  but  other  places  in  England,  were  reduced  to 
poverty.'  **S6  greaft  bed  befen  the  dilapidation  of  cities'^. 4i^d 
towns  that  eleven  streets  in  the  city  of  Winchester  had  faMen 
^nto  decay;  and  in  145^^  the  opulent  counties  of  Essex  afnd 
'Hertford  were  so  bare  ot  substawtial  inhabitants,  *t hat  not  =6he 
town  in  the  latter  county,  ^wA  only  Cblchestefr  and  Maldon  in 
4he(bfrii€r,;  could  send  ^  member  to  Pafliament."-r-(Fosbrook6). 
'Cheltefthainhad,  lip  to  thfe  period,  sertt  its  two  members  to 
ftirliament,  «n^  a  subsequent  chapter  w^ll  demonstrate  that,  bn 
account  of  the  povei'ty  of  its  inhabitants,  a  petition  Was  preserrtfed 
praj^ing  to  be  released  from  that  A<5t  on  the  score  of  expense. 
rift -1441,  in  4be  twentiteth  yeir  •itf^he  tdgh  6f  Henry  tl.. 
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ACQording  to  records  of  Parliament,  an  Act  w«0  parsed  that  dl 
cities  *ia4  tow^fls  fksoUte  and  wasted,  or  overcharged,  were 
released  from  the  '*  Qaiadismees  and  Di^mes"  (local  taxes), 
aod,  ifcecofdingly,  iit  was  ordered — "  That  the  kypeople,  dwelling 
in  the  4;oune  of  Glu^UeB^bBm,  ysi  the  shif e  of  Qouor,  io  the 
payment  of  the  half  of  the  i^aid  xvq&e,  nnid  xme,  or  any  part 
thereof,  concerning  the  said  tonne,  by  force  of  this  ij^raunt,  be 
.  not  airtad  nor  co^peIlad>  but  thereof  quyte  and  diaeiiAvged  for 
.ever."  This«tateof  things  wn^butof  very  short  duration,  and 
Gheltenbam  arose,  Pbeenix  like,  fmm  its  decay,  and  beetMBe  a 
Manor  of  high  celebrity.  In  14^2,  tbe  Nunnery  ©f  Sion,  the 
manoiial  poaseBacH^s.reoei^edlrom  th0  rent  of  lands  annnaUy, 
the  sum  of  £111  63.  8d.,--^a.f?eflfy;larjge  anaouBt  foritheitirae, 
aiida  ednyifttcin^  iFoof  of  tbe  prostperooB  state  of  the  locality. 
!Ek)r  three  ce^t«yriesCiheltei^aB(i wa9 .mociaetie  fMroperty^auAwith 
b^  one  ei^oeption  duriiig  i^at  bag  period.at  gradual^iacreaaed 
in  ^p^fk^ioi^  ^nd  .fMrospcTty.  imd  ^sjoyed  foivHeges  of  no 
oc^i^ary  chac^otev. 

Lelaad,  ^who  visited  the   place  prior  >bo  'the   BefoFmation, 

>tluifl  depipribes.it  in  his  **  Jtineraiy  :"— ^* -Chilfcenttam,  a  targe. 

Awflaf,  rlMi,yyn^e  a. market.     It  l)eloDged  to  the  Abbey -of  CHr^n- 

'  pester,  now  ito  thcrkynge.    T^iere  is  a  brook  on  the  acmtb  Aide 

,of  the  towne." 

Jtt.,co»tipiiediii  thisistate  until  Hepry  VIII.  to^k  poaseasion 
^f  the  Q^holic  property  of  Ea^land,  when,  as  ,a  con^eqaenee  of 
that  ailbi^aKy  aQt,  the  pl^^  became  re^ed  to  povefty^aiid  it 
(Mppt  pfterwrarfistfullyweover  tits*  ancient  ^lory  and  eelebrity. 

Ifr^m  the  ti^6rQf,the  woaa^tic  ^iasoMiofu,  >the  ^istxnry  of 
Cheltenham  t^kes  a  nefr  and  lamentable  turn.  Inability  tto 
support  its  Membens  of  Parlianaent  and  itss many  other  privile^s, 
lis  the. repeated  ooniplaant  of  its  kvbabitants  dnri»^<the  re^  of 
(Eh'zabeth.  ,Tbe  Manor,  in  1540,  baring  reyettedto  the  rOrown, 
f attempts  were  ^made  to  xesuapitate  ittboth  byitfaeiowner  and 
\  Josser,  [but  with  ,litUe  suo^ss.  Xhe  fact  of  the  piace  being 
defended  as  royal , property  duriiig  the  war  wWcb  oeonrted 
between  Charles  I.  and  Olirer  Ciwnwell,  caused  Hwwy/toitake 
]i^)  4)ieir  tempprafy  abode  iwM  ati  that  tinie.  Afoep  thiis  iU-ffated 
.w^r;had  subsided,  Q^eltanbaBd  lagaoo  relapsed  into  obionriily, 
and  for  at  least  130  years  aft^r  the^rjeisjn  'Of  )Charlea'lI.  no 
account  of  its  population  was  taken,  whilst  the  parish  registers, 
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by  the  few  obitnaiy  notices  which  they  contain,  prove  that  the 
town  during:  the  period  must  have  been  very  thinly  populated. 

The  small  village,  with  its  running  stream,  which  Cheltenham 
degenerated  into  after  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  lost  whatever 
trade  might  have  existed  prior  to  that  time.  The  introduction 
of  the  tobacco  plant  into  England  for  a  time  made  the  fortune 
of  the  place. 

The  most  interesting  incident  connected  with  the  former  com- 
merce of  Cheltenham,  is  the  fact  of  its  having  been  an  extensive 
Tobacco  Plantation.  Tradition,  Parliamentary  papers,  and  the 
historic  page  unite  in  demonstrating  that  the  town,  for  at  least 
half  a  century,  was  famed  for  both  the  quantity  and  the  quality 
of  the  tobacco  grown  within  its  limits. 

It  is  a  curious  fact,  that  the  trade  of  baking  bread  was 
attempted  to  be  monopolised  by  a  few  tradesmen  in  the  town 
during  the  sixteenth  century.  Among  the  Prynne  MSS.  is 
preserved  a  copy  of  a  petition  sent  to  Queen  Elizabeth  from  the 
master  bakers  of  Cheltenham,  complaining  that  certain  strangers 
had  settled  in  the  town  and  had  taken  away  their  custom  I 

In  1712,  the  only  seat  was  at  Arle,  belonging  to  Mr.  Justice 
Dormer,  "  who  had  a  very  large  estate  in  the  neighbourhood ;" 
and  the  only  good  houses,  Mr.  Hiet's  at  Alstone,  and  Mr. 
Mitchell's  in  the  town.  The  hundred  of  Cheltenham  contains 
Alstone,  Arle,  Cheltenham,  Charlton  Kings,  Leckhampton, 
Swindon,  Westall,  Naunton,  and  Sandford.  Arle  and  Alstone 
contained  each  30  bouses.  Westall  6,  Naunton  and  Sandford  5, 
and  the  town  itself  250  ;  making  a  total  of  321.**     (Atkyns.) 

The  prices  obtained  for  articles  of  commerce  and  for  labour 
tend  to  illustrate  the  condition  of  the  locality.  According  to 
Prinn,  in  1620  the  harvest  was  an  abundant  one,  and  the 
market  prices  obtainable  in  the  town  during  that  year  was — for 
wheat  three  shillings,  and  barley  sixteen  pence  per  bushel.  The 
same  authority  records  that  the  most  prolific  harvest  was  in 
1655,  and  tliat  in  the  July  of  that  year  the  market  prices  at 
Cheltenham  were,  for  wheat,  seventeenpence  per  bushel,  and 
barley,  one  shilling  and  twopence ! 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  these  entries  occur  in  a 
manuscript  journal  of  the  De-la-bere  family — once  the  largest 
owners  of  property  in  the  borough  : — 
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"April,  1678.                                                                                  iB  8.   d. 

Paid  for  a  Cow  bought  of  William  Prinn      4  7    6 

Paid  William  Gurtoii  for  18^  Bushel  of  Wheat 4  0    0 

Paid  in  full  towards  ye  Mare 3  6    8 

Wm  Nay les  had  fur  two  days  worke  for  Malting 0  2    4 

Wm  Mant  had  for  bix  days  worke  in  ye  Ciiurch    0  7     8 

Pd.  Wm  Land  for  two  days  Work  viz.  for  putting  on  of  ye  hinges }  n  2    4 

upou  ye  board  oummanding  the  Bell     >q  q     a 

and  ior  putting  on  a  crank  on  ye  JS.ftli  day  of  April  1679     j 

Paid  Wm  Yard  one  pound  of  Butter  at 0  0    6 

Paidnowfor261b.  ofBread 0  2'2 

Pd  A,  Elmior  to  buy  a  breed  pyg  for  Margarett  Powell ...    0  6    0 

In  a  De-la-bere  MSS.  is  this  entry : — 

*a720.  Wheat  sold  at  Cheltenham  Market    6,  Bashel  at  46.    8d....£l    8    0 

„  „  „  15,  Ditto   at  4      8    ...  3  10    0 

12,  Ditto   at  4    ]0    ...  2  18    0 

A  butcher's  bill  dated  October  6th,  1789,  and  addressed  to 
"  Master  Thos  Pope,  ye  Plough,"  has  the  following  items : — 

d. 

YeLambqoarterlllb.  at2id ...    i    3^ 

Loyn  Matton      Oil 

A  leg  of  lam        1    0 

A  pound  Suet      ...     0    3 

A  pound  Matton ..;     0    2J 

4    8 
**  Ye  contents  of  ys  Bill  Beed  per  me 

X  Bich  Qergoiy,  his  mark. 

The  Gregory  family  were  tanners  and  butchers.  The  tan 
yard  was  located  near  the  banks  of  the  Chelt  at  the  top  of  the 
town,  on  the  site  of  the  present  new  road,  uniting  the  High 
Street  with  the  Bath  Eoad. 

The  "  Cirencester  Flying  Post"  of  May,  1744,  announces  a 
good  supply  of  grain  in  the  market,  and  adds — "  Price  of  Corn 
at  Cheltenham  : — Wheat  from  2s.  3d.  to  2s.  4d.  per  bushel ; 
Beans,  from  2s.  to  2s.  2d.  per  bushel." 

The  village-like  character  of  Cheltenham  during  the  past 
century  is  further  illustrated  by  the  manner  in  which  the  local 
poor  were  taken  care  of.  The  small  number  chargeable  to  the 
parish  is  evident  from  the  poor-rates  not  amounting  on  an 
average  to  more  than  Mi2>  annually.  Under  the  old  Poor  Law, 
relief  was  given  at  the  dwelling-house  of  the  applicant,  to 
parties  who  in  some  instanceiS  resided  in  their  own  Ireehoiid — of 
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so  liltle  value  was  property  at  that  period  in  the  town.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  system,  alter  death,  the  pmish  took  possession 
of  the  property,  and  there  are  notices  on  thte  parish  books  of  the 
same  being  ordered  to  be  sold.  In  one  case  it  is  recorded  that 
the  parties  died  of  **  sweating  sickness,"  and  the  Overseers 
effect  a  sale  to  reimburse  themselves.  The  mbst  recent  instances 
of  the  kind  was  in  the  years  18  LI,  1812,  and  1818.  In  ac- 
cordance with  an  order  of  Vestry,  four  houses  of  this  olass^ 
situate  in  Day-lane  (GrdVel-sti^fet),  Wferd  sold  by  public  atid;i6n. 
The  purchaser  was  the  late  B.  Jones,  Esq,,  but  not  afterwards  ' 
liking  the  **  sweating  sickness'  title,  he  was  exonerated  from  his 
agreements  In  1812  the  pfOipteTty  was  again  brought  to  the 
hamnier,  and  ,**(^rdere4  16  be  sold  for  £100,  with  siich  title  as 
the  parish  had."  In  the  same  year,  and  in  1818,  houses  and  a 
cottage  and  garden  at  the  ^na^  w^re  sodd,  and  the  proceeds 
ordered  to  be  applied  toitnards  liquidatimg  the  debt  <oii  the  o4d 
workhouse.     The  purchaser  was  J .  Pitt,  Esq* 

The  inexpensive  and  simple  manner  in  which  bti*r'  ancestors* 
adiii9isteied  parochial  relief  may  be  inferred  from  this  entry  in 
thd  I>e-la-bere  Journal,  (before  quoted)  of  the  year  i67S>  the 
writet  being  the  only  locar  magistrate  r— 

Thei  13th  of  March,  Elinor  Powell,  a  poore  woman  had  6d.,  being  then  allowed 
by  Walter  Phillips  and  Thomas  Waiters  to  iiavo  wite  velieie  <cmtol> ye  paiii^fa. 
Elinor  Powell's  acoompts. 

the  6th  March,  pd.  Elinor  Powell Os.    6d. 

tttelQthbfMattJhi'pd.    :..    •...     ...     ...    ' ii     4i 

Uie'^thof;Miarcl^pd.     «u     .;.     ....     ..,     ^..    «m.     %..    U      4. 


the  ^qd  daj  ot  April,  pd , 

the9tli^t'iiipril,]^d.        ...     ... 


0       6 
0'      6 


The  <M  ctistt&if  ^ad^  to  rent  a  toi^Bfr  to  rfet^eive  inmates,  dnd 
thteto  if  that  should  **  happen  to  be  ItH "  other  htrtjses  Wnire- 
emgagi^.  lii  the  rate-bbok^f  1722  the  tent  of  the  "Workhotiste 
was  £S,  and  in  the  rate-book  of  17^B  the  rental  ^as  ifiW 
annually.  Thte  OMtenham  Ohroaidk  tjf  Nov.  ^2,  161^,  thus 
afinounces  the  labours  of  the  Pobr  Coimnittee,  as  Tepor4?ed  to 
V^tiy:-^rwo*d^sin^chirfe^  ttre  specificatty-sfct  apart,  thte' 
w^ie^f  whitJh  are  letnptoyed  %y  thechntchwardtJift  andtJVer* 
seci-s  in  ascertaining  the  renftfs  t»  taliie  of  honseft  jttd -lands 
within  the  patish  ^nd  hamlets  cdnnected  with-it,  -in  ottier  'to^ 
effect  the  Htst  gteat  objedt  in'  view,  the  equ^dizing  *lfhe^  tatt.* 
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They  ar©  pwpttring  ib  ertkWish  h  iapt  walk  in  tb^  gt6lind  at- 
tached to  the  poor-housCi  which  will  probably  bte  a  soutcfe  of 
very  beneficial  employ  to  the  poor.  Several  families  who  have 
at  different  times  been  impropetly  adttaitted,  are  now  directed  to 
be  dismissed  from  the  poor-houee^  in  order  to  make  Way  for  the 
admission  of  others  in  more  necessitous  circumstances*,  and  fbr 
whose  accommodation  as  to  places  of  residence,  an  utireasonablid 
expense  by  the  rents  of  houses  now  directed  to  be  abolished^ 
has  been  incurred." 

The  vestry-book  of  this  parish  beam  Witness  to  many  pMse^- 
w<)rthy  efforts  of  thib  kind  which  have  befen  m^de  in  former 
years.  Thd  following  e&tlract  item  one  of  th6  many  entries  will 
iUuitmtife  the  manner  in  whioh  o^r  \&6tl  ttade  was  ged^rallv  ih* 
tr«idhlteed :-— **  ki'SL  Vesrtfy  meeting  holdfen  in  tb*  pttHa/h  clfur6h 
OQ  Jalif  26th^  ].7f  6',  wfe,  whos^«Am(e9areUMet*wmtett,  do  agte^ 
that  Henry  Smith,  one  of  the  ov<er8eei«  of  the  poor  of  this  parish, 
sMI  agree  with  $Jkmt^.  IMnesand  Co.,  cf  tlie  city  of  Glotr^ 
cesttT}  t6  establitfa  this  fm  trad^  in  thie  wthridio^itsis  of  this 
parish;"  Attotbto  nieans  adoptdl  tot  this  period,  wtds  tllie  bittd^- 
ing  oikt  of  paristi  «pprefttiee^  Ma^'  of  Ih^se^  i^  aft^4if(^, 
wief6  thus  enabled  to  become  i^ssidenft  trad<esfmtski>  aild  iti'^e^rai 
iasthnttto  died  in  op>alefDieei  Ai  the  parish  tch^  are  ^serfcki 
hvikdteob  of  iiidcinUires  of  pcoit  ai^^entiteeships  j  a^id  tk^  cat« 
and  ^dgoi^t  in  iBi^ecting  th6tr6KlBei«e^et  cKsditon^iilhttt^Oti'' 
daot  of  the  then  officials  of  th<a  paii^sh. 

Hmiset  wtoeooe^sMttalfy  x«n$€id  afs  ctretoi^atxoes  re^iiir^; 
until  th6  iiitrease'  of  the  local  inoor  ifteoe^tated  th6  eitect^n  of  a 
separate  house.  The  last  premises  rented  was  Allst)^<ie  tiUa, 
wlitoh  was  aftisiwardS'  ooiy«<et4ed  ii^to  a  faishiofiable  iboarding- 
house,  to  whioh  Wasadtaeh^d  a  dpa.  I'he  old  wof  khonse  oocu- 
pied  the  «ite  of  the  Pamh  Church  SehoolHPootn,  by  the  Oreat 
Westeni'  Station.  It  Was  the  first  erected,  and  a^r  hieing  leaded 
for  3^a^  msL%  pumhased  by  the  GttardsaiM^  al»d  when'  th^  New 
Boor  Law  came  into  operation  it  was  altered  to  meet  thfe  pitovi* 
sionsi  of  that  Aotv  Bat  efven  this  bQikling>  whlfi^  was  of  soine 
extetit,  proved  inadequate  fi^i  the  purpose  and  a  more  spaci^u^ 
one  was  erected.  It  was  begun  db  1840,  aad  o^tipation  t^  the 
iniAa^  commenced  da  October  &Otb^  1  %4h  Ito  aebottfmoda^n 
theb- extei^ded  to  &81'  inmatee',  aod  shioe  that  ported  additional 
wkigs  ^ve  been  baiit  whiA  hate^  Aiatenally  inereased  its  «i«di 
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The  district  over  which  the  Board  of  Guardians  h^ve  controul  in 
the  Cbeltcnhana  Union — comprises  thirteen  parishes,  which, 
according  lo  the  census  of  1861,  contained  a  population  of 
49,682,  and  occupying  an  area  of  statute  acres  of  Si4,303. 
Under  the  old  Poor  Law,  just  prior  to  its  abrogation,  the  annual 
sum  expended  for  the  relief  ot  the  poor  was  £6,770.  Under 
the  htw  Act  the  average  expenditure  of  the  Union  is  above 
£20,000  per  annum. 

The  introduction  of  the  New  Poor  Law  led  to  an  organized 
system  suitable  to  the  large  increase  of  the  population.  The 
administration  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  have  been  judiciously 
effected  by  a  Board  of  Guardians  elected  annually.  The  orderly 
and  healthy  character  of  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  and  the 
remarkably  clean  and  comfortable  manner  in  which  the  estab- 
lishment has  been  kept,  is  a  matter  of  notoriety  both  among 
visitors  and  residents.  From  the  commencement  of  the  New 
Act,  records  ot  all  receipts  and  expenditures  properly  audited 
exist,  so  that  we  are  enabled  to  present  to  the  reader  the  sums 
which  have  been  collected  in  tabular  form,  as  also  the  latest  re- 
turns of  how  the  sums  thus  collected  are  dispensed.  lo  1840, 
Mr.  Thomas  Boodle  was  elected  assistant-overseer,  and  from  that 
period  to  September  in  the  year  1 86 1,  that  efficient  officer  collected 
the  large  amount  of  £327,877  9s.  9d.,  which  is  in  fact  the 
contribution  of  the  past  twenty  years  and  a-half  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Cheltenham  towards  the  poor-rate.  We  annex  a  copy 
from  the  assistant  overseer's  books,  of  the  poor-rates  collected 
under  the  New  Poor  Law  Act  up  to  September,  1861,  and 
since  1840. 

The  account  is  presented  in  tabular  form,  and  the  amount 
given  is  the  net  sum  raised  after  abatements  have  been  made 
upon  the  original  assessment  in  consequence  of  appeals,  and 
**  void  and  excused."  The  sum  of  £20,296  17s.  Oid.  was  the 
net  proceeds  of  that  portion  of  the  collected  rate  for  the  Union 
for  the  year  ending  March,  1861.  The  average  of  the  sum 
allowed  for  abatements  may  be  inferred  from  the  half-yearly  report 
for  Cheltenham,  viz.:  Excused,  £479  17s. ;  void,  £336;  this 
was  upon  a  shilling  rate,  and  the  reduction  of  assessments  are 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  rate.  Tiie  sum  here  put  on 
record  is  according  to  what  has  been  received  for  the  year,  and 
like  th§  audited  accounts  of  the  Guardians,  contains  the  receipts 
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within  two  half-yearly  periods,  but  not  the  entire  rate,  the 
balance  being  carried  on  to  the  next  account.  The  two 
latest  fully-collected  rates  for  this  parish  only,  of  one  shilling* 
and  one  shilling  and  threepence  in  the  pound,  amounted  to 
£19,000  188.  9d. 


POOR  KATES   FOR  THE   PARISH  OP  OHBLTENHAM. 

Tear  when  levied, 

1840  

1841  

1842  

1843  

1844  

1845  

1846  

1847  

1848  

1849  

1850  

1851  

1852  

1853  

1854  

1865   

1866   

1857  

1858  

1859  

1860  

1861  

Total  collected  in  21  years 

The  prosperous  state  of  the  town  causes  full  employment  to 
all  resident -labourers,  consequently,  the  only  parties  who  receive 
parochial  assistance  are  those  who  are  either  enfeebled  by  disease 
or  old  age.  This  was  clearly  proved  by  statistical  returns  pro- 
duced at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  held  in  July, 
1861.  Mr.  Downing,  the  chairman  of  the  Board,  in  presenting 
the  return  observed,  "  that  of  the  paupers  who  were  in  receipt 
of  out-door  relief,  764  were  over  50  years  of  age,  and  371  over 
the  age  of  70.  There  were  218  men,  and  546  women,  whose 
ages  varied  from  50  to  94,  which  last-named  age  was  that  of 
the  oldest  pauper  out  of  the  house,  there  being  one  above  that 
age  in  the  hou^e.     With  reference  to  the  workhouse  itself,  there 


Net  amoant  cdlectefl 

£    8.  d. 

...  10,358  5  3 

...   9,663  18  5 

...  12,402  5  2 

...  12,165  0  8 

...  11,060  1  2 

...   9,441  8  6 

...  17,913  19  3 

...  17,148  6  0 

...  16,069  17  9 

...  17,895  17  6 

...  14,326  2  10 

...  15,951  6  5 

...  15,471  1  6 

...  12,397  19  3 

...  16,889  11  9 

...  18,705  14  9 

...  16,470  6  3 

...  18,145  5  3 

...  16,200  5  1 

...  16,404  16  0 

...  15,642  16  0 

...  22,489  11  11 

£333,213  16  8 
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were  in  it  at  ilie  time  the  revision  took  place,  44  boys,  49  girfjj,* 
18  infants,  18  men,  78  old  men,  and  19  under  the  age  of  60. 
TfteEe  were  abo  43  old  women,  35  being  under  the  age  of  59, 
and  4trampS)  making  a  total  of  291.  Out  of  the  868,  who^e 
individual  cases  were  enquired  into,  he  found  that  there  were  456  - 
widows,  32  deserted  women,  162  married  women,  61  single 
women,  79  witiowers,  7  single  men,  162  married  men,  13 
paralysed,  11  bed-ridden,  12  blind,  8  idiotic,  and  22  crippled. 
The  Guardians  sometimes  heard  the  cry  raised  of  impositions 
being  practised  on  the  Board,  but  it  would  be  seen  from  the 
statement  he  h&d  read,  that  most  of  the  relief  given,  was 
bestowed  on  persons  who  were  really  aged." 

The  expenditure  of  the  Cheltenham  Union  for  the  year  ending 
March  25th,  1861,  was  Jg20,313  12s.  9id. ;  the  number  of 
personsreceiving  out-door  relief  for  the  same  period  was '8,675, 
and  the  totsd  of  all  classes  relieved  was  5,373.  Out  of  the  poor- 
rate  various  sums  of  a  miscellanebiis  nature  are  paid,  and  in 
order  to  illastrate  the  way  in  which  our  Union  rate  is  distributed, 
we  here  pid;  on  record  the  amount  of  the 

XXrXHDlTirRI  07    THE  CH£LTEIfHAM  UNION  JTOK  THE  YEAE  ENDING 


MAKOH  26,   iS61. 

£        s.    d. 

In-Maitrtenance        ...     

2,168    6    7i 

Out-Eelief 

7,391    6    6 

Paupbr  LuDtitics  at  the  Couotj  Laaatic  and 

other  Asylums 

1,648    6    6 

EiTra  Medical  JJee    

IS'Z  13    6 

ComtrioD  Ciiarges     ...     

1,800  16  llf 

Ditto        Irremovable  Paupers   

Ditto        WanderetB  and  Wajrfarers 

2,841    6    7i 

64  10    2 

Kep^yment  of  Workouse  Loans      

281  16  11 

Interest  on  Ditto      

63  12    8 

ilegistration  Fees      

124  18    6 

County  Kates,  Police,  &c 

3,874    4    8 

CoUectors*  Salaries 

481  11  10 

Sanitary  Expenses    

6    0    4 

Premiums  ot  Apprenticeship 

11    0    0' 

Fnoeral  Expenses     

26    0    7 

Other  Expenses 

1    16 

£20,313  12  '  9i 

The  orerage  weekly  coet  per  head  forth^in-c^^paupers  is 
3;  lid.  f  fdr  foody «nd'2id.  fbr Jolothitog*    The  Hfestig6^ot^ih^^ 
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yeW'of  tbein^cbor teHef  Iki  for  tbe'Union^a  1,'096  ^dul^Aifend  • 
402  chikipen:  The  only  itttnin  the  list  o§'expend«*<«?eJtha*'ht»s  » 
mafteraiHy  mferea«edi  and-over^  whroh  we- can  of'coffrse'^hdV^tt^ ' 
control,  is  for  the  maintenance^  of  the  unfortrunftt«  inrts^it)/  In^ 
common  with  the  reat  ofEngland/this  Union  has- ^htrd^^Ms 
charge  to  meet- on  an  increased  raftio  dn^ing^the'laatfonrtfeen'^' 
years  commeticing  in- 1 849,^  whilet  4he  -numbers*  have>  incdrettied '  ^ 
threefold. 

It  is  worthy  of  remarki  and  'the  faoi'  stWWnigty -  pprev^e^' « 1he>^ 
ppOBperons  condition-of  th6  towHj'that'^altlMHighr  as-^howftii^*^ 
the  last  census  retwiis,  Ohdftenham  increases  -fiOO  atfAutfttytitf^J 
population,  yet,  pauperism  has  decreased.  In  1849i*wh0ftithe(> 
number  of  inhabitants  'was 'about  6j000  less  thaiiJ at^  pr«s«tnli' 
9,^69  persons  were^jeceiTing'^eHel^'  whltet'in  'lS61i  ^wMli  'the 
increased 'population,  t>B4yj5,378  bad»ibe6n^eliev!6d<i^ntovfy>oi]feM3' 
half  less  in  number* 

The  cost  for  in-door maintenano&'of  tkose  directly iconii>Mt^>j 
with' the  parish  is  £1,800'  83.  ^d.^  and  ifor those  receiving ^outt-' 
door^  relief  £6,078  123.  2id;  In  1860,  4h&  maiwtenaneeJiof  ti 
lunatics  co9t  J&l,269'  2s.  9d;^  and  inil861,  £1^:24^  189.*  Idi^- 
and'for^he<UDion'J@Ii458  5s.  5d.>  The  •csonity  rate  for  (poUiM^u. 
&6i  chaigeabl&  to  theiparishy  is  £2^668  *13sj  4di^Jtad4a  thiw 
entitle  Umen  £8,374 '  4^.*  8d«  Tfae.salaortes  iof  offleers  andti34>i]^< ' 
moil  charges  for  the  parish  is  £9,461  9&;0dj^ 'aiMli)for  itfae<^ 
Onion  de4,696  11«.  6fd. 

Qui  of  theipoor^r0l6'of486:l,ithemumjof>£599^  Ue^  l^Jhm> 
been  paid  towards  the  expense  of  coiDOvetingiitbe  iflooriofitlc&^i 
Chelttfiiham  >Paviah*Ghurch,  and  other  sanitary  purposes  in  con- 
nection therewith,  in-^accordafnoe  withiaa  order  of* . that  Pri^y 
Coandlv  This  item  is  one^.anKmgi.o4)hers^iWhiohfoooarsiinitb«i' 
Overseers'  accounts,  and  although  levied  upon  the  rate,  iS'''Dolcat> 
payment  made  by  the  Guardians. 

JVon^  incidental  aUttsions,  it  appears  that  8tooking9bttltiag>i 
and  malting  were  the  only  known  trades  down  to  the  close  of 
the  eighteenth  century.  In  1712,  says  Atkins,  "  Cheltenham  is 
a  town  considerably  engaged  in  the  malt  trade."  And  Martin, 
who  in  1769,  published  a  Natural  History  of  Enghmd,  describes 
thci  town  as  "  having  a  good  trade  in  malt!"  Various  othcar 
trades  were  afterwards  established  here  %  the  aid  ofthepafo^  • 
clM  officers;    Their  plan  was,lo  engajgo^with  certain' j;)^rt'6}id>, 
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to  teach  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse  how  to  manufacture 
various  articles,  and  thus  the  inhabitants  had  an  opportunity  of 
relieving  themselves  from  the  burden  of  poor-rates,  aad  assisting 
in  makmg  Cheltenham  a  mercantile  town. 

The  malting  trade  formerly  carried  on  in  the  town  was  evi- 
dently considerable,  both  from  the  allusions  which  is  made  to  it 
in  history,  and  from  the  number  of  buildings  or  "  malt  houses*' 
which  was  known  to  have  existed  here.*  The  traffic  in  com 
required  a  public  and  convenient  place  for  the  parishioners  to 
assemble  in,  and  this  want  was  supplied  at  the  expense  and 
through  the  benevolence  of  a  resident.  The  account  of  this 
buildmg  will  unfold  to  us  the  commercial  and  social  condition  of 
the  place  in  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

In  the  centre  of  the  road  between  the  original  "  Plough"  as 
represented  in  page  263,  and  the  equally  ancient  "  Crown," 
stood  the  com  and  wool  market,  which  was  taken  down  in  1786« 
and  the  materials  sold  for  £64  10s.  under  powers  of  the  first 
Commissioners' Act,  when,  at  the  same  time,  the  Chelt  that  flowed 
by  it  was  diverted  into  its  main  course  The  erection  of  this 
market  was  effected  by  a  sum  of  money  bequeathed  by  a  former 
master  of  Pates'  Grammar  School.  This  benevolent  individual, 
who  lies  interred  in  the  south  aisle  of  the  Parish  Church,  was 
the  Eev.  Christopher  Bailey,  M.A.,  who  died  in  1654,  after 
having  honourably  hUed  the  office  of  master  for  thirty-two  years. 
The  particulars  of  this  bequest  are  contained  in  an  entry  in  the 
Court  Bolls  at  the  Cheltenham  Manor  Office,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  verbatim  copy : — 

9  October  1654. 

To  the  right  worshipful  John  Dutton,  Esq.,  lord  of  the  libtie, 
hundred,  manner,  and  market  of  Cheltenham,  in  ye  county  of 
Gloucester. 

The  humble  petition  of  Nicholas  Ashmead,  and  Edward 
Johnson,  executors  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Christopher 


*  The  old  rate  books  show  that  a  fourth  part  of  the  town  was  malt  houses.  It 
was  a  local  custom  to  rate  to  the  poor  all  out-houses  and  stables  besides  dwelling- 
houses.  As  proof  that  the  trade  was  a  lucrative  one,  is  the  fact  that  Giles  Cox.  who 
founded  one  of  our  local  charities  in  1727,  which  is  still  in  operation,  is 
described  in  his  wiU  as  chorchwarden  and  maltster,  and  as  having  "  obtained 
bii  toUtaaoe  theroby." 
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Bayley,  Schoolmaster  of  the  Free  Schoole  in  Cheltenham,  afore- 
said, deceased. 

Whereby  they  humbly  show  that  the  said  Christopher  Bayley, 
out  of  his  pious  desire  to  advance  the  good  of  the  town  of 
Cheltenham,  where  he  gained  the  greatest  part  of  his  estate,  did 
by  his  last  Will  devise  and  appoint  ffourescore  pounds,  to  be 
employed  by  yo'  petitioners,  his  Executors,  for  the  erecting  of  a 
Market-house  for  sale  of  Come  within  the  said  Towne  whicli 
yo'  petitioners  by  the  assistance  of  Almighty  God,  and  your 
worPP"  lycence,  doe  intend  forthwith  to  build,  with  a  convenient 
room  over  the  same,  for  a  woU  market,  and  for  keeping  of  the 
Court  Leets,  and  other,  yo'  Wor^P*  Courts,  with  the  8*  maner, 
and  for  other  publique  uses  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said 
Towne. 

To'  pet"  doe  therefore  humbly  beseech  yo*  Wor"*  to  be  pleased 
to  give  them  ly cense  to  erect  and  build  a  market-house  in  the 
said  towne  of  Cheltenham,  To  the  uses  afores**,  and  to  assigne 
them  some  convenient  place  within  the  said  Towne,  in,  or  neere 
the  place  where  the  old  market  house  before  it  was  taken  downe 
did  stand,  and  also  to  be  pleased  to  give  direction  that  yo* 
WorPP"  favour  in  this  behalf  may  be  at  the  next  Court  to  be  held 
for  the  View  of  Prankpledge  and  Court  of  the  said  Manner  of 
Cheltenham  inroUed  in  the  EoUs  of  the  s"^  Court  for  a  perpetuaU 
record  thereof  And  y'  Pet"  shall  pray  &c. 

Upon  the  exhibiting  of  the  Petition  above  s**  The  Lord  of  the 
said  Manor  ordered  as  followeth — 

I  do  hereby  appoint  Thomas  Roberts  of  Cheltenham,  Gent, 
my  Chiefe  Bayliefe  there,  to  set  out  and  appoint  a  fit  and  con- 
venient place  for  the  building  a  Market  House  as  is  desired  to 
such  uses  as  are  above  mentioned.  And  my  Will's  that  this 
petition  with  this  my  answer  be  the  next  Couriered  into  the 
Kolls  of  the  said  Manner  and  made  a  record. 

John  Dutton. 
22  Septemhna  1654. 

TheMomin^  Post  of  the  dates  1725  and  1745  contams  adver- 
tisements which  refer  to  this  old  house  of  traffic.  One  of 
these  appeared  in  May,  1725;  as  follows  : — 

"  Thomas  Harvey,  who  served  seven  years'  apprenticeship  to 
a  Yintner  in  London,  and  kept  the  George  Inn,  in  Cheltenham, 
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^iJJc(JUO^tQi:sj(iireirfoj:;%se  ,^i^e  jcars  .last  jvsist^  is, now  removed 

to  a  new,  large,  handsome  and  commodious  Ii^n,  of  his,  own 

,1)uil4»3g»  ppposita^)  the  Market-house,  in  Cheltenham,  aforesaid, 

1  xjall^d  the  Swan,,  where  all  noblemen  and  others,  who  shall  be 

I  pleaded  to  use.  his  house,  shall  be  sure  to  meet  with  good  enter- 

,  jtainment,  and   civil  usage  from  their  most   obedient  humble 

^  servant,, Thomas  Harvey .     N.B.- — He  has  a  large  commodious 

^y^fl,  witl^,  fables  for.  upwards  of  sixty  horses,  stalled  and  bjjil'd ; 

^ja;id  ppachrhouses  answerable.     Note  also, — He  continues  the 

I  Coash  Way  f^om  the  Bill,  through  the  grounds,  to  this  Inn  as 

^u^^al."     The. Swan,  alluded  to  in  this  advertisenient,   stood 

.,pjBaiilyiQPPpsite;to  the  Plough^  at  the  corner  of  Winchcombrstreet, 

^ft^d  the  premises  are  now  pccupied  by  Mr^  D.  Gibbon,, chemist. 

This  ancient  market  was  doubtless  the  most  public  p^cein 

,  the  town,  and  svm  the, ^Cjene^.ot, many  a  ruraj^ga^ietjipg.  ^It  is 

often  incidentally  alluded  to  in  ponnection  with  the, mention., of 

e^'ents  wMch  ill uat rate  the  village  characteristics  of  the  .  place. 

It  was  in  this  buildiog  that  the  indefatigable  founder  of  the  npw 

influential  body   of  Wesleyan  Methodists   preached  ^  his    first 

,  fleTmoti  in  Cheltenliam.     John  Wesley's  visit,  was  on  August 

t^th,  1744,  and  in  his  "Journal"  he  says,  **  Here  I  addres^d 

.  one  of  the  largest  audiences  that  ever  assembled  there." 

This  market  is  thus  noticed ,  in  an  advertisement  in  1745) — 
"To  be  let  and  entered  ,upon.  immediately,  or  at  any  tipie  be- 
tween this  and  Michaelmas — The  Crown  Inn  now  kept  by  Jpsias 
Cooke,  opposite  the  Corn  Market  House  at  Cheltenhapi.  An 
J^undred  horses  may  be  taken,  in  at  a. fair." 

To  this  structure  the  old  inhabitant  brought  his  prpdi;u%  and 
^fonnd  a  purchaser.  .And  such  appears,  then  to  have  bteen  the 
principal  profession  fpUowed.  It  was  an  agricultural  town,  ^nd 
,  paanifested  all  the  quietude  of  country  life.  The  men,. were 
occupied  in  tillage  and,  preparing  for  future  crops,  while  the 
dajn^^ijld  her  daughters  manufactured  s:ockings,  and  about  the 
quality  of  which  history  speaks  in  ter^naof  praise.  .  S^ch  was 
**  Cheltenham  in  ye  olden  tyme." 

The  poverty,  aiid  obscurity  of  the  boroi^gh,  except  ^at  r^hort 

,  intervals,  from  tlxe  Commonwealth  down  to  the  dawn  of  the 

eighteenth  century,  is  strikingly  apparent  in  all  local  documents 

of  tl^at  period.    But  the  dark  gloom  of  the  past  becomes  dis- 

j^Jed,by  an  eventy  which,  when  vie^w^d  in  its^grfatjesiUts^has 
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^rj^^ps, no  parallel 4napy  local ^iafpry.  We.aUade-to^h«  &rst 
.(^sci^yery  of\  the  Spa  Waters.  Tbat  remarkable  incident  p»v«d 
the  yvay  for  placipg  Cbelteaham.  iQ.the  aoQshioe.  of  prosperity, 
and  causino^  it  to i  be,, known  tbrougUout  the.  civilized  world. 
Erpm,  this  interesting  ^^poch,.  it  bas  >been  gradually  progcessii^ 
in  p<^pulaii9n„:^me,4  and  a^bi^ty^as  the  next  and  fpUp^ip^iig 
4<5b^pteT3  willrially }d^Q?istrate. 
pWe^M^e  b^en,,^i^wingithe  period 

'  When  Ohelt'i  bright  tt^eaaikt,  glistening  in  the  sun, 

,  A^ovnits  oijly  8tr^  wavjiroaii  to- ran, 

,  And  4tr^n5fer,dp«M,fronjiar,  pnjfeary  wing, 

Sought  the  loved  waters  of  their  favpijrite  spiking. 

How  altered  now !  farewell,  thon  (tAM  stream. 

For  thy  existence  is  but  as  a  dream !— >  , 

Farewell  the  ancient  flsher  wont  to  ply 

Thy  sport-fraught  waters  with  the  fatal  fly,— 

Farewell  the  lily  and  the  rushy  sedge 

That  erst  adorned  tliy  once  so  verdant  edge,— 

Farewell  the  snnny  meadows,  and  the  trees 

That  whispered  softly  on  the  Vesper  breeze  j— 

No  more  the  happy  cottagers  are  seen 

Disporting,  at  otffi^,  ofoni^  gienn ; 

No  more  the  echo  wakes  each  joyous  tone — 

Cold  are  the  hearths — ^the  merry  voices  gone ! 
,  A^d  yeyi^  Wfrnn  tkem  P  JQtin^Xive'^reatipce, 

My  native  town  has  gamed  tHrprondest  place. 

Kings  have  proclaimed  her,  thronging  *rouud  her  throne, 

Qnei^  of  a.Dfajit^ous  ^pire,  ail  her  own ; 
'AwJwanderine  prlgriww  rapturously  rove 

In  fiHot^woAder  (^|LrQi|g)i  leftch.fr^iscant  gopve* 

.  Cfeeltq^b^ibasntpLW.J^jgher  daims  for.,pubUCr,patroii^e.tban 

that  of  a.coxwaa^raial^uiivn.     It  cannot  boast  of  exten^ive^  ina»u- 

.  factories? of  ^t,.^jtl^^P)C^n^appUQation  of  scientific, discoveries, 

..l^t  it  (jan.pw^vevi)b^Jti<;te,ta(iie  po^^ssion  of  a  natural  manufac- 

.,toiy„  i^Qfly  .at  work  .in  prod^cing- ^those  wondprful.  Id^npral 

.lYa^rSj- which  iave^^catteijed  the,  blessings  of  health  ^fli^oftg 

,^iUjpjis,  of!sj||feflingrJi:\v^lids  for.  inwards ;  of,  a.  cen^u^ry.     "Jt 

iasbeen,^id^  but  I  do  )^b.a4l3fiit.  it>  that  we  have.,nomani\fec- 

KtQiiea.,in.  Gh^llieabam.     I  admit>  Ihe.  jn^anufaQtqries  w^;deal  in 

are  nottranjaportablew.but  I  atrojigly  contend  thaj;.  frovideiMJe 

Jiasfjblessed  ua,witfe,mflans  fbrtbe  w?.an,t^^ct!ire  of  that  wiicbis 

,most  essential,  to  mankind.  ,  The^^^aJ^Jitlrious  j^pring8,j;the  .mild 

^^ir,  1%^5hL^j;er  f|^(^,the  no,i;|Jiariii^a§J;.^ff9rded,bythp  Cptts^wold 

hills,  render  it  a' place  particularly  ^fjfy^^pd  tOr  ^lyjgl^frfia^tl^to 
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the  invalid,  peace  and  quiet  to  the  old,  and  amusement  to  the 
gay  and  youthful.  These  are  the  manufactories  of  Cheltenham  ; 
and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  they  cannot  be  conveyed  from  her. 
To  be  enjoyed  persons  must  come  to  them,  because  they  cannot 
be  found  in  the  same  degree  in  any  other  place.  It  is  the  posi- 
tion of  the  place  which,  under  Providence,  has  raised  Cheltenham 
from  the  insignificant  village  it  once  was  to  the  proud  position  it 
now  holds."  (Speech  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County, 
Earl  Fitzhardinge,  at  the  public  meeting  at  the  Assembly  Rooms, 
in  1850,  upon  introducing  the  Eev  F.  Close  as  the  mover  of  a 
resolution  in  favour  of  a  town  subscription  in  aid  of  the  Great 
Exhibition  in  Hyde-park). 


CHAPTER    XV. 

^ftt  '^Tofon  at  ttt  Bistoberg  of  tfte  iWineral  SEKaters. 

On  the  spot  now  known  as  the  Royal  Old  Wells,  a  spring  of 
saline  water  discharged  itself,  which  in  its  course  left  deposi- 
tions of  a  salt  character.  The  quantity  of  saline  matter  thus 
scattered  upon  the  ground  attracted  occasional  flocks  of  pigeons. 
This  circumstance  was  at  length  noticed  by  some  of  the  inha- 
bitants, who  occasionally  drank  of  the  spring,  but  the  matter 
occasioned  no  surprise  beyond  the  immediate  locality.  The 
period  to  which  we  are  now  alluding  is  the  year  1716,  and  in 
order  to  perpetuate  the  alleged  discovery  of  the  waters  by  the 
pigeons,  two  carved  representations  of  these  birds  are  placed  on 
the  entrance  pillars  to  the  Old  Well  Walk.  It  is  a  striking  fact 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Cheltenham  should  not  have  appreciated 
these  health-restoring  waters  for  so  many  years  after  they  were 
first  known.  They  flowed  from  their  "  well  head"  unnoticed, 
and  it  was  not  until  their  properties  were  examined  by  eminent 
medical  men,  and  the  result  of  their  analysis  published,  that 
they  were  used  by  invalids. 
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We  purpose  to  put  on  record  copies  of  local  documents  that 
will  unfold  the  state  of  the  town  when  the  mineral  waters  were 
first  discovered.  From  these  authentic  sources  we  shall  be  en- 
abled to  form  correct  data  for  deciding  the  history  of  "  old 
Cheltenham — at  the  time 

"  Wheu  it  could  only  claim 
More  than  the  passing  mention  of  its  name. 
When  it,  a  hnmble  hamlet  in  the  dale, 
Nor  *  pointed  moral,  nor  adorned  a  tale,* 
When  Chelt*8  bright  streamlet  glistening  in  the  inn, 
Adown  its  only  street,  was  wont  to  run." 

We  give  several  illustrations  that  will  help  to  elucidate  the 
period  now  under  review,  taken  from  original  drawings. 

The  first  discovery  of  the  mineral  waters  was  an  event  as  im- 
portant to  the  future  interest  of  Cheltenham,  as  the  discovery  of 
gold  was  to  the  future  progress  of  Australia.  The  medicinal 
treasure  was  in  existence,  but  it  was  but  little  known,  and  wanted 
to  be  appreciated.  It  required  a  "local habitation  and  a  name'* 
to  give  it  a  start  in  the  fashionable  world.  It  wanted  "  the 
right  man  in  the  right  place"  to  do  this  great  work.  Ph)vidence, 
by  a  singular  train  of  events,  brought  such  a  man  to  the  town. 
This  was  Captain  Henry  SkiUicorne,  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortune,  and  honourably  distinguished  as  one  of  the  society  of 
"  Merchant  Adventurers."  The  ground  upon  which  the  Old 
Well  stands,  devolved  to  him  by  heirship,  and  upon  taking  pos- 
session of  his  new  estate,  he  immediately  set  about  improving 
it;  By  this  act  he  laid  the  foundation  of  Cheltenham's  future 
greatness,  and  we  proudly  class  Capt.  SkiUicorne  amongst  the 
greatest  of  our  local  benefactors.  He  lies  interred  in  the  parish 
/  church,  and  the  extraordinary  improvements  which  he  effected 
are  perpetuated  on  a  monument  erected  to  his  memory  within 
the  edifice. 

Captain  SkiUicorne  was  no  ordinary  man.  He  entered  in  a 
clear  legible  hand  the  every-day  transactions  of  his  life.  This 
manuscript  folio  journal  is  now  in  possession  of  his  lineal 
descendant,  W.  N.  SkiUicorne,  Esq.,  J.?.,  (to  whom  his  valuable 
property  devolved),  and  it  affords  the  only  correct  data  upon 
which  we  can  arrive  at  the  first  establishment  of  the  original 
Spa.  It  is  our  privilege  to  be  enabled  to  publish  the  following 
ejttract?  ftom  this  MSS. : — "  In  the  winter  of  1739, 1  made  the 
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^;pper.,F^1c»rFlwMnj?lm8;j|iiclf  lime  to  th^jiiimber  pf  STrrand 
made  a. new  ordiard  adjoining.  Thcj  winter.  17iO  L made rthe 
lower)  w<9lk,  planted  96  elms»  at  the  expense  of  Jg56.  Hf^d  tfifit 
^nmmer  414  snbscxibersat  the  Wells  jat  J  ?d.  per  piece.  ,  Built 
a  yard  round  it,  and  1 8  little  houses.  T|he.  sun^mer  1 740  proving 
very  dry,  I  had  46  of  the  trees  dead ;  set  44  in  the  room  of  the 
46  died  the  summer  before;  and  had  that  ^summer  674  sub- 
scribers at  the  Wells  at  12d.  per  piece.  The  summer  1741, 
proving  very  dry,  30,  trees'  diedy  and  a  great  part  of  quick-set 
hedge  planted  by  the  walk,  and  several  qther.  sorts,  set,  as  elms, 
ashe,  sally,  and  crabsticks,  sets,  and  withy  and  pollards  set 
abput.  A«bme»dr^d  iOtiherr;piaiiS(,of  theesftoie/^diejil^niwhAph  I 
planted  ^^m-  'I1fii9ii\m\1ij9^m\h0shfo9jo^ 
.year^  had  bntf<]^j^.ti'ee»d^adir.wWeh*  I  bav^^plantqd.  nH^djthis 
taei^Qon.  Ml  ^n^J^rib^*  t  lu [  the  ^r ,  i,743>t  ^44i f i^t^rs  ; 
1344^502;  '1745>fWa;/lWP,^W<0;  I7,47.,t  4pU  iZf^,  665  ; 
l?49,643." 

Inth^ forpa;MpnfOf'tih§rgFaQd| w#;h»t  the  QlAr^^Hs,,Paptain 
^l^illicKWes^wa^  aide^^by  ;^henfe)k)wingi  eo^>;iii^wyUogs^^^^h  ^ 
jB9(^red(^  hisjo^nal^  under  date .  I  ?89.  ;r- 
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distinguished  persons : — *'  17Cf2»  Ja][iei23.  IftemQT^Adjm ..jtbis 
28rd'of  June,  1762,  beipg  a- very  dry.s^aspn,  t  made  a  second 
tryjiU  on  ye  Spaw  to  see  if  it  produced. less  water  ,then  .it  did  the 
6th  day  of  Jany  last,  when  it  was  very  wett  weaker,,  and  found 
it  to  produce  1 8  quarts,  beer  me^asure,.  which  is  ratherrr^ore 
than  5  g^ons,  or  20  quarts  beer  measurci  it  produced  ye  6th 
Jany  last  in  wett  weather.  Present  at  this  tryall.  Sir  Thomas 
Stanhope;  ^Phillip  Sharpe,  Esq,,  Clark. of  the  Privy  Council; 
Thos.  Bliss,  Apothecary,  ail  of  Jiondon;  and,  £ev.r.|||[r*  Spje<e4> 
of  Bridgewater. 

Manuscripts  bf  the  date  1749  and  1763,  give  th^  fi^llowjng 
account  of  the  first  discovery  of  the  minoral,  properties  of  tne 
waters : — "  This  water  owes  its  discovery  to.  a  ^^ow  spfing^b^jng 
observed  to  ooze  from  a  strong,  thick,  bluish  clay  or  marie,  under 
the  soil,  which,,  ^fter  spra^^diiig .  itself  a<few  yacds  iipoQ^the 
surface,  disappeared,  leaving  much  of  its  salts  behind ;'  to  feed 
on  which,  flocks  of  pigeons  daily  coming,  iqduoed  Mr.  Mason, 
the  then  proprietor  of  the  grpirnd,  to  ^ke  morQ/parMo^lar. notice 
of  it,  when  it  was  fuisther  remarked,'  that  in  hard  iiosty  weather, 
when  other  springs  were  fast  boimd,  this  alone  continued  in  its 
fluid  state.  Upon  trial,  it  was  found  to  be  cathartic.  Others 
again  say,  that  the  virtues  of  this  water  were  first  shown  on  a 
horse  which,  grazed  there,  who,  by  drinking. at' tiaSi^aoe,  and 
rolling  himself  in.  the  grass  •  where  the  spring  oozed  fMit^iwas 
cured  of  a  yiolent  humour,  and  other  disorders  he  laboured 
under.  The  ground  wa&  originally  the  property  of  Mr.  Higgs, 
;  of  Cbarltoa  ICings,  but  not  knowing  of  a  medicinal  spring  being 
on  the  spot,  he  sold.it,  with  the  adjoining  lands,  in  1716,  to  Mr. 
Mason,  who  discovered  the  spring,  which  for  some  time  after  its 
discovery  was  open,  and  the  people  of  the  town  and  neighbour- 
hood drank  of  it.  In  the  year  1718,  it  was  railed  in,  locked 
\ipi  and. a  little  shed  thrown  over  it;  and  in  consequence  of 
some  experiments  made ott  the  water  by  Dr.  Baird,  of  Worcester, 
.and.Dr.,Grevil,;Of.Gli0UC«^ter,  its  virtues  became  more  generally 
known,  arid  it  was. -said /^n^ically  till  the  year  172 1,  when  leased 
to  Mr.  ■  Spencer  at  .£6  ly  per  annum.  After  the  decease  of  Mr. 
Mason,  his  son-int-k^,  Captain  Henry  ShUliconie,  beoomif^g 
proprietor  of  the  spring  and  premises  in  jright, of  hi».wifei  the 
daughter  of  Mir.  Ji|U^son,(Tin^'.theLSumnaar  of  1 7.^3, 4iot  only  ij^ilt 
tb^.^ld.  xQom  om  ^Ue>tii5^lr4^ide  fpr,^he.44ftlW»»oWth,ifl*feir 
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necessary  conveniences,  but  secured  the  spring  from  all  extraneous 
matter,  erected  a  square  brick  building  on  four  arches,  as  a 
dome  over  it,  with  a  pump  on  the  east  side,  rising  in  the  form 
of  an  obelisk." 

The  Spa  was  taken  on  lease  by  a  Mr.  Thomas  Hughes,  who 
seems  to  have  sent  the  water  in  large  quantities  to  different  parts 
of  the  country,  where  he  had  appointed  agents.  The  idea  of 
personal  drinking  and  musical  promenading  at  the  establish- 
ment would,  at  that  period,  if  it  had  been  proposed,  been 
considered  Utopian.  It  will  tend  to  illustrate  the  state  of  the 
times  if  we  here  record  the  following  resolution,  passed  at  a 
vesfry  meeting,  which  exempted  the  future  Koyal  Spa  from 
paying  the  poor-rate  : — 

At  a  Vestry  Meeting  holden  the  11th  day  of  October,  1758,  it  was  agreed  by  us 
whose  names  are  underwritten,  (being  the  major  part  of  Ihe  said  Vestry),  that  the 
appeal  of  Thorns  Hughes,  of  the  Tithing  of  AUstone,  in  this  parish,  touching 
the  inequality  of  the  Poor-rates  with  respect  to  the  said  Thomas  Hugnes,  for  his 
Spring,  or  Well  of  Mineral  Water,  be  not  opposed. 

We,  the  said  major  part  of  the  Vestry,  being  willing  and  desirous  that  the  said 
Spring,  or  Well  of  Water,  be  not  rated  or  taxed  to  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

Edwd.  Timbeell,  Churchwarden. 
Thos.  Haevet,  Overseer. 

The  allusion  to  the  tything  of  Allstone  shows  the  rapid 

increase  of  buildings  since  that  time.     The  original  well  was 

^_^^^^         situate  in  that  ancient  tyth- 

—  '^^Kr  -     nication  was' made  by  means 

of  a  bridge  of  very  humble  pretens'lons,  which  we  have  sketched 
as  it  stood  in  1821.  'It  was  lo^g  called  "Jemmy  Wood's 
bridge,"  from  some  legendary  association  with  the  rich  banker's 
family,  who  owned  the  upper  part  of  the  town  known  as  Sandford. 
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The  New  Road  by  St.  Luke's  Church  is  called  after  Sir 
Matthew  Wood,  one  of  the  branches. 

Trom  the  above  documents  it  appears  that  the  first  analysis  of 
the  waters  was  made  in  1721,  by  Drs.  Greville  and  Baird,  and 
from  that  time  to  the  present,  they  have  been  examined  by 
nearly  ail  the  celebrated  medical  men  in  Europe.  The  result  of 
their  united  investigations  has  clearly  proved  that  these  waters 
are  composed  of  muriate  of  soda,  sulphates  of  soda,  lime  and 
magnesia,  oxide  of  iron,  chloride  of  magnesium,  and  iodine  and 
bromine.  These  various  properties  are  solely  referable  to  the 
geological  character  of  the  locality.  The  clay  beds  are  inter- 
sected with  a  great  abundance  of  iron  pyrites,  or  to  speak  in 
more  familiar  language,  sulphur  and  iron,  besides  magnesian 
lime  stones,  and  other  saUne  matters.  The  springs,  which  at  a 
great  depth  are  only  sea  salt  in  solution,  in  forcing  themselves 
to  the  surface  come  in  contact  with  the  matters  we  have  been 
noticing,  and  decomposition  ensuing,  their  properties  are 
imbibed,  and  the  far-famed  Cheltenham  waters  thereby  formed. 

The  true  origin  and  source  of  these  far-famed  waters  are  very 
clearly  described  by  Sir  E.  Murchison,  F.G.S.,  in  liis  *'  Geology 
of  Cheltenham."  Waters  possessing  the  same  mineral  properties 
as  our  own,  occur  in  the  vicinity  wherever  the  red  stratas  of 
red-sandstone  (the  depository  of  sea  salt)  and  lias  make  their 
appearance. '  in  consequence  of  the  non-fashionable  character 
of  the  places  where  the  waters  have  been  traced,  all  attempts  to 
establish  spas  have  failed. 

The  saline  springs  extend  in  every  direction  round  the  town, 
as  may  be  seen  by  following  the  geological  map ;  for  besides 
those  m  Cheltenham  itself,  the  following  were  examined  by  Dr. 
Jameson,  who  found  the  precipitations  to  correspond,  in  a  great 
measure,  in  ail  cases.  Hyde  spring,  strongly  recommended  by 
Dr.  Lindon,  in  his  book  on  the  Mineral  Waters,  published  in 
1760.  Cleeve  spring,  at  Gotberington,  near  Woolstone,  contains 
a  large  proportion  ot  muriate  of  soda.  Arle  spring,  scarcely  a 
mile  from  the  town,  is  described  by  Dr.  Short  as  equal  to  that 
of  Hyde,  and  a  bitter  aperient  water.  Stoke  Orchard,  four 
miles  distant,  between  Elmstone  Hardwick  and  Tredington,  is  a 
pure  saline,  as  are  also  Allstone  spring,  at  Allstone  villa,  near  the 
Great  Western  Goods  Station,  and  Gloucester  spring,  ninemUes 
oif.    Nauntou  farm  spring,  which  was  discovered  iii'ty  years 
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agtf;  bttf ^oditaiteg ^Itfj^-feok) 'blacfc^ f6r  use,  Hinetniles  di^taiit; 
north-west  of  Toddington.     Wiilttm-  spnag,  described  by  Dr/ 
JohQStoiie"as''havilig  a  sulphrous  "sctiell;  withimpregnatton  of 
iron,  b^^tti  Asclratctittild 'I^wlMJsbaiy ,'  and  Bamwaod>prmg;' 
di^(JO  vterdd^n'i  802,  in  diggiug^  bke  clay,  scr  liJlrd  as^  to  require 
th§'  u^  of 'gnnpoiiadef/  two  'miles  -on-tliis  side  of  *  Gioucester ; 
otf-  the  London  rorfd  through 'Cireticiest6r,'  Chariton^  spring; 
at^harftdn  Mtgs,'   D^.^oit's'**  History 'of  Mineral  Waters" 
wJk^'pubiishfed  'in  1740,  previous^o  whichthe  Old  *  Weil' •waters, 
as'ineutioned' by  him,  hAd  been  analysed  "in   1721   by' Dr. 
Granville;' of^^touteester,' and 'Dri  Baird,  of '  Worcester,  and, ^ 
actJ6rding^  t6  the  jdim  testimony  of  those"  gentlemen;  they 
pcfesess'tirddicBa^'propertles^flup^or  t6  anydn  the  kingdom',   in  * 
180S'  appreared^^  Ihr.  Jameson's^  exeelifent*  "Treatise^oa  the' 
CKehfefilifetti' W^t^tt;"  tind^hich  8till"continiie*r^to4)e  quoted^^s  ^ 
pattam:oullt'aitt1iori^i     Mi*.  Befl;*  the  4ate '  emictent  sui^eon^of ' 
Edinburgh,^  considened  the'  waters  and  »cHmate  ^beneficial^itf 
puliii6tt«ty  c6'Hifplaiittisv'i;he4atter  in  particular  from  the  shelter* 
of ^.the  ObtdWdM  ^hillSi^  being- as  mild' as  that'of'the"cOa«t^of 
DdvODShire.    Dri'Gibileiy%.mosrt;  iiseful^"  Medical  ^uide^o-'th^- 
Cheitenhatii  ^  Waters,^'    has  reaehed  a '  second  edition.      Br/ 
M'^Cabtl's*'"  Observations  on  the- Ohdtenhamr  Waters'*  appeared'^ 
in  1^20.^  Br.  Thoittas,^in  1820,  visited,  in  ccMBpany  with  Mh- 
£rdtine,'aurge^ti'to^the^2di!rd  regiment  of  "foot^then  at  Chelteniham) 
fof  ^he  ibenie^t 'df  ^his  hbi^tlr,  upwards^ of  thirty >of'  the- mineraF 
springs,  or  wells,  to  ascertain  by  persotial  inspectroni,-  if 'they 
pp(iduced*a  sup^y  adequate  totbe^mand^  «id  *if^otj*frhethter 
any,  airtl  what' were  the-mettttB  artifieiaiiy  emj^oyed  tb^si5)ply^ 
thetleMehteyi^    Thid^rdsi^  wtw  theiBOfft^3atisfeei^y,^for,'in^ia^^ 
wdhi^y  "  there*  irabundanee^of' water  in  thoae^welte/'prcpOTed^ 
in 'natorel^s' vast  ^alembic,  without  the  aid  aBdcOHcunrtnce^olf^* 
mail. 

A  sprmg^of  siiBilar^lquality^tD  </hd^teJlhji»*we»  diawVeredj-a  ^ 
fewyiiars smoe^oftihd^Park estate ;  a  jmmproom^ha3%«eft"ereeWid - 
ovtrit.    A*«*her^ has' also  beetir  diseoveired  ^t 'Charlton  KLings'.^^ 

A  kn6w4cdj(e*of4he^edicin*l  virtueaK)f  the^wateiB4iad^bagUtt 
toHspread  abtdutUaS",^  a^it  evident  from  the^fottowiBg  •blMtfdtf^iH^,''' 
wMch'Wtts«'cir6nla1led^by  the  then  renter^  of  the- wett,^-anidi^* 
twb^^I]f*i<itM««dpw8  ^^wMieh^  a»e'preaterwd^ui'^h«^SMillic^fnfc^' 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


"  Whereaaiarge  qaaotities  of  Spurious  WateF»  ^bave  for  some 
Time  been  sold,  la  divers  Farts  ot  tbe  iUBg4om,  under  theaame»  * 
and  some  even  under  the  counterfeited  seal  ot  the  UbieiteBham 
Spaw ;  Xn  order  therefore  to  prevent  ;80  grosa  aa  imposition  up0a 
the  public,  it  is  thought  proper  to  advertise,  Tuat  the  ge&uuie 
Spaw  is  soid.onl^  by  ihomas  Hughes,  Jijs^et  of  the  Weil,  mnir 
by  auoh  persons  as  are  uudermentKHied,  whomrhersapphes  with 
large  quantities  of  the  same;  vizi  Mr.  Thos.  DavieSi  at  his 
Water  Warehouse  in  St.  Aibans  Street,  and  Mr.  i^Eee^  at 
Temple iiar,  London;  Mr.  iiichard  lisversage,  in  xNamptwich^ 
Cheshire ;  Mr,  Peter  UlUons,  Druggist,  and  Mr.  Bouker^  Draper, 
in  Chester;  Mr.  T.  Eateoyle,  Apotheoacy^  in  Salop^  Mr.  iiaadai/ 
Kaey^  Grocer  at  Whitchurch,  Stiropehire ;  Mr.  Nalh.  Maule  in 
Oxlord;  Mr.  T.  Wakeman,  in  Worcester;  Mr.  James  TRumaey^ 
Grocer,  in  St.  Mary  Foots  St.  Bristol;  Mr.  W.  Allen  in  Jlath^; 
and  Mt,  Charlton,  hatter,  in  Gloucester. 

''JMote  als^  that  lihssell/  Langer  of  Worcester,  Mr.*  Joha 
Purneli,  in  Peter  St.  Bristol,  and  Mr.  Pat  :iicoders  in  Bisttjf  34* 
London,  jdo  not  sell  the  giiniiine  water,  having^tKXierii'rom  the 
real  Spaw.  And  <the  (propiietor  4>f  the  Spiawcdoth  hereby  deeiani- 
that  if  any  person  or  persons  shell  be  daseoyecedito  sell  ai^.^ 
water  under.the  name  and  seal  of  his  Spa^,i)esideaitlio8ejakeady 
named,  he  will  iprosecuDe  them  as  far  as  the.law«hall(diiect. 
Nbtioe  is  hereby. giF.en  to  the  public,  that  (neither  the  Water  nor 
Salts,  carried  by  John  Gregory^  the  Tewkesbury  ^Carrier,  and 
John  BayiiB,  the  Cirencester  Cavrisr,  is  the  true^Chelitenham' 
Spaw  Waler.or  Salts  ^  thekeeperof  the  Spaw  beiug.ddtefimined  • 
not  to  let  them  have  or  carry  any  moisei  And  that)any  Gentle* 
man,  that  has  any^oooa^oa  ior  the  true  Cheltenham  Water  aud 
Salts,  may  apply,  to  Thomas  Hughes  who  keeps  the'fipawi  mk» 
will  take  care  to  aaswer  th^  orders." 

In  ibeiMtnni^Li^nt  is  a^kttetf  thud^urkmbly  •adilMsed^t'—  * 
"  To  the  Author,  &c. 

'<  Cliditmibam;hAti£^<ll,  4948^ 
«S5!r,-^P(*lidl^D*ver6iotra  id  thi^^Siiiiim^lf  Seasbh  w6re  n^v^t 
so  universal  through  this  Kingdom  as  they  haye  been  the  ihXeii " 
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last  years ;  but  the  most  useful  meetings  ate  generally  esteemed 
to  be  at  Bath,  Scarborough,  Tunbridge,  and  Cheltenham,  in  the 
county  of  Gloucester ;  at  the  last  of  which  places  a  most 
SoTereign  Calibat  (chalybeate)  Spring  of  Water,  not  understood 
till  about  14  years  ago,  nor  in  high  reputation  above  four  years, 
having  given  within  these  few  years  such  relief  to  the  disorders 
of  several  thousands  of  the  quality,  gentry  and  others  of  this 
Island,  the  company  has  been  larger  this  year  than  in  any  one 
before,  having  annually  increased  from  the  first  discovery  of  the 
spring,  and  tis  thought  that  Cheltenham  will  in  a  few  years, 
from  the  great  blessings  attending  the  effect  of  the  water,  become 
one  of  the  first  Wells  in  reputation  in  Europe.  As  an  instance 
of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  quality  and  gentry  at  our 
Wells  this  season,  we  hereunder  give  you  the  names  of  some  of 
the  quality,  amongst  the  number  of  above  600  persons  of  great 
fortunes  and  gentility  who  are  at  present  here,  viz.,  Their  Graces 
the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Argyll,  and  Lady  Mary  Campbell ; 
Earl  of  Chesterfield,  Lady  Suffolk,  Lady  Caroline  Lennox,  Lord 
Hobart's  daughter.  Lord  and  Lady  Westmorland,  Lady  Archi- 
bald Hamilton  and  her  daughter,  Lady  Juxol,  Sir  William 
Codrington,  Lady  Codrington  and  her  three  daughters,  Lord 
and  Lady  Tracy  and  their  three  daughters.  Lord  A.  Hamilton, 
Sir  Thomas  Moslyn's  Sisters,  Mr.  Berkeley,  Knight  of  the  Shire, 
Lady  Stapleton,  Lady  MaseU,  Lord  Shelbum,  Lord  Bulkley, 
Sir  W.  Young,  his  Lady  and  two  daughters.  Lord  Chedworth, 
Sir  Francis  Dashwood,  Judge  Fortescue  and  his  lady,  Sir  Henry 
Slingsby,  Lord  Gage,  Sir  Kobert  Austin  and  his  lady.  Sir 
Eobert  Williams,  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  General  Peter  CampbeU, 
Lord  and  Lady  Somerville  and  their  daughters ;  and  the  two 
Priors  of  Brecon  and  Thetford." 

The  contents  of  this  curious  letter  reveals  the  very  rapid 
manner  in  which  the  fame  of  the  mineral  waters  must  have 
spread  through  Europe.  The  names  mentioned  include  the 
most  titled  and  fashionable  families  of  that  day,  and  the^  form 
the  first  account  that  we  have  been  enabled  to  trace  of 
**  Arrivals"  at  modern  Cheltenham. 

The  following  appeared  in  the  Gloucester  Journal  for  1720, 
and  at  intervals  in  the  London  Press  for  several  years  after- 
wards : —  .     , 
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Adrertisement. 

"  Whereas,  the  famous  purging  mineral  waters  at  Cheltenham, 
in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  have  not  been  for  some  years  last 
past,  so  much  resorted  to  as  formerly,  from  a  report  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  town  were  exorbitant  in  their  demands, 
and  no  convenience  to  be  had  reasonably  :  By  an  unanimous 
meeting,  consent,  and  agreement  of  the  gentlemen,  tradesmen, 
and  innholdera  of  the  said  town.  This  is  to  certify  that  all 
gentlemen,  ladies,  and  others,  may  meet  with  kind  reception  and 
good  usage,  with  convenient  lodgings  and  ordinaries  kept,  if 
encouraged,  at  reasonable  rates. 

*'  Note. — "lis  a  pleasant  town,  situate  in  a  fine  sand,  and  in  a 
fine  air ;  and  many  persons  of  quality  and  distinction  have  been 
there,  and  received  great  benefit.  The  chief  virtues  are  in 
rheumatism,  sciatica,  scurvey,  stone  and  gravel,  internal  and 
external  ulcers,  and  asthmas. 

"  The  season  holds  all  the  summer. 

"  There  is  a  good  bowling  green,  and  billiard  tables  for  the 
gentlemen's  diversions." 

^The  habits  and  customs  of  the  inhabitants  were  those  of 
rustic  villagers,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  following  advertisement, 
which  appeared  in  the  Gloucester  Journal  of  August  11,  1741 : — 

"  Notice  is  hereby  given — that  there  will  be  a  Cudgel  Match 
opposite  the  Plough  in  Cheltenham,  on  Friday  the  14th  inst., 
(beginning  half  an  hour  after  two,  and  ending  at  seven  the  same 
evening).  He  that  breaks  the  most  heads  in  three  bouts,  and 
comes  oif  clear,  to  receive  a  good  hat,  and  a  guinea  in  money  ; 
the  second  best  player,  half-a -guinea;  and  every  person  whose 
head  is  broke,  one  shilling.  Every  player  to  enter  himself  at 
the  Plough,  aforesaid,  by  two  in  the  afternoon.  N.B.— Betwixt 
the  hours  of  10  and  2,  there  will  be  a  gown  jigged  for  by  the 
girls." 

The  practice  of  cudgels  was  kept  up  for  some  time  after  this 
date  upon  market  and  tair  days.  A  stage  was  erected  in  front 
of  the  Bell,  and  the  spectators  were  located  on  the  Plough  side 
of  the  High  Street. 

During  the  same  period  bull-baiting  with  dogs  is  advertised. 
These  exhibitions  took  place  in  the  iiigh  Street,  in  front  of  the 
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present  Arched  Buildingsu  'Et¥^  ddt^  to  thti  establishment  of 
the  Ckdienham  Chronvolg,  in  180^,  cm;k-ftgM^^,  a*  appears 
fiFom  advertisements,  wafe  regardted  as  a  fesiiwhable  atntt^etnerlt*. 
The  followinjj  is  a  copy  of  a  handbill  dated'  Jttly  26,  17 57* 
which  announced  one  of  these  exhibiHioiis : — 

"A  Cock  Match  by  Subscription,  To  be  fought  iQ  Chelt^llHani 
Street,  by  the  Gentlejnen  of  Gloucejstershire ;  \a  weigh  Oft 
Saturday  the  30th,  and  to  fight  tjie  1st  of  August^  Any,  person 
or  persons,  that  are  willing  to  add  to  tjiis  Match,  may  aetd  in 
their  Cocks  as  above  mentioned  and  may  depi^nd  upon  having 
particular  care  taken  of  them  by  Edward  S£|rsons>  feeder. 
Grloucester.     Printed  by  R.  Raikes,  in  the  Black  Fryjirs/' 

The  small  number  of  inhabitants  jtrst  prior  to  the  fitst  estab- 
liifement  of  the  Boyal  Old  Wells  is  aj^ffatent  on  referience  to  all 
the  parochial  records  of  that  periods  In  otd^t  tb  elucidate  this 
portion  of  our  subject,  we  purpbse  to  tratls(ii*ibi6  Vetbatim  the 
entire  contents  of  the  Foot  Rate  Collector^  book  for  1727. 
This  will  be  the  means  not  only  of  pr6fe6rVing  a  list'  of  th^ 
inhabitants  that  were  living  just  previous  to  ^^  mip^ftl  wfi(ters 
becoming  famous^  but  also  of  illustrating  th^  small  valii^  of 
property  in  the  town.  "  The  Levy  Book  made  fof  ye  rei^ife  of 
ye  Poore  of  Cueltenham  Parish  on  the  18th  of  April,  1727." 
The  name  of  the  ratepayer  and  the  amount  con tributfed  are  Jvlaced 
together  as  in  th<e  original;  the  first  list  is  the  charge  updn  ^&t!b 
hoiisesy  of  threepence,  atiid  the  latter  upon  the  unbu^t  Itihd,  of 
fourpenoe*  in  the  pound. 


ve  Ratepayer. 

niy  Well 


S.  D. 

Heniy  TTells  .,.."..:. 1  1 

Oba  Art'O'wwtnith 0  4 

W».EIliB 1  \\ 

JoUn  Homplireya    ,....m.  ^  ^ 

Sarah  *Cey 1  8 

WidowBooper  0  6 

William  Brook    4  0 

Mwgety  Ireland ^    1 

JphwCoji..., ..,..., 0  7 

Tlios.  Hiffgs   0  4 

Satbi.Elttf 0  10 

Chas.  Haynes 0  11 

S^gei(*»^t ,,....  jJ  3 

Ricliard  Bavliffs  (heires)    0  2 

WitliaiM  Stroutfs  cKelres)    0  2 


yeKatepayer.  8.  Dj 

Benj,  Barnes 0  6 

John  Taylor    0  6 

Th«8.  Kear 1  8' 

WidpwDamse 0  10^ 

Wm.  Rogers    0  4 

Edw.  Church  6  4" 

Richd.  Mason 0  1 

Natli.  Cheater 2^  4 

ThoB.  Nicholas^  jniik ..*.  ft  0' 

Mary  Holder  ....* , 0  S 

RicM.  Cox ;.  0  2 

Paul  Crump 0  4 

aiies  Webb «...  0-  6 

Walt.  Goodrich ^  h 

JbhuPoi^    0  S 
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ye  Batepiwer.  s.  d. 

Mrs.  French .'. 1  8. 

Dr.  Kearj  (heires). 0  6 

J«»8e  Bliss , 0  4 

Apd  for  hissistei:  Betty 0  3 

Win.  Wopd 7  8 

OiletCox    „ 0  1 

Jlamqs  Wood 2  9 

Walt  De-la-bere 7  * 

Jirs.  Irelia^d 0  2 

JSohi  Ballinger    0  5 

Thoa.  Pope  "The  Plough"    ...  2  0 

Bdward  MitcheU 3  3 

Charles  Perkins 1  4 

Bichd.  Coules 0  8 

Mrs.  St.  Leger    2  2 

TpbySturmy  , 16  5^ 

Walter  Mason 5  10 

Wm,St,  Lpger    0  6 

Walt.  Long 0  2 

Jfrs^.Ashmead ^ 4  2 

Sarah  Teale 0  7 

Thoj,  Surraan. ..,„..,,., ^.  0  3 

Mrs,  Walters  (heires) 1  ^ 

Sam  Drinkwater 1  4 

JohnCook  16 

Bdw.  Wells  (hrirek.) 1  2 

Tiw8.  Swith  (oigior) 0  10 

Thos.  Smith  (jimr.) 0  6 

Hall  Smith  1  3 

Widow  Finch 2  0 

XHui  Chester   ... 4  6 

]yir.  Ludlowa  (heires) 5  lU 

JBthell  Perks ..' 1  6 

Oil^s  Afttvmead    1  2 

^.Mwpn(01*Welk).......    «1  1  7 

James  Pa6 on  (heires)   .^ 0  4 

Isaac  Morell   0  6 

Jacob  Holder  1  4 

l>«s.Beo^qld.... 0  JjQ 

Mrs,  Parke? ,...,...  2  7 

Rich,  i^arkes  '. 1  2 

WfthefCex 0  6 

.J^me^BefltpiW .., 2  5 

Dr.  Smith   2  6 

Ji.linMawk.. 2  11 

Thoa.  Leach    0  6 

Jfrak  Wells ,..  1  4 

Wm.  Holder   ,  0  6 

Mrs.  Stevens 1  1 

Dan  Cook  "Cjowa"  1  4 

Wm.Cook  0  6 

John  Humphreys  (signer) 0  10 

Barth.  Baward^ 0  6 


ye  RatepayfT.  s.  d. 

JohnAobhins 0  ft 

Mns.  Packer    0  8 

Widow  Mill?   .., 0  6^ 

Thos.  Wells 1  7 

Ricd.  Teale I  0 

J^nies  N ichola.s  (heires) 1  0 

JohoSkey 0  4 

Bdward  Tjmbrell    0  4 

Hester  Macock 6  4 

Widow  Hurst 0  8 

Widow  Jetteries 0  2, 

laaacCole   0  $ 

Adam  Wills 1  7 

Walt.  Mathewa  0  6 

Thos.  Clark 1  10^ 

Clerks  heiret  2  0 

John  Wills  1  ^ 

Jame3  Carpenter 0  ft 

Widow  Newman 0  ll 

John  Hnmline ^ 0  Q 

James  Hill ,, 0  4 

Edw.ArktU..... ,....  0'    6 

JohiOakey ,.  0  1 

Joseph  Bliss's  heires 0  3 

Richard  Robins I,  9 

Riehd.  White 0  6 

Willm.  flatter Q  $ 

Sam  Cook  (ssi^nor) 0  11 

Sam  Couk  (Jan.).. 1  2 

Israel  Slatior  0  6 

T.  Niphqla^  (signor)  3  ^ 

And  for  Church  Mea^ Oil 

A.  Chfster  (signbr) t  6 

Wm.  Chester  1  11 

WidflwiElisset. .,.,., 25  }^ 

Walter  Ireland   2  6 

Ricd.Blisse. 1  1 

Widow  Jj'orty^B  heires 0  10 

JobS«nith ,  0  iQ 

Franc  Spencer    0  11 

Giles  Head 0  8 

Bdw.  Nioliola* 1  10 

Giles  Cox 14|  6^ 

Hobt.  Ellisse  7  2 

Robt.  Cox   5  « 

And  for  the  Moors 2  7^ 

^lle^nor  Ken^mitt   ,..,..,.  1  7^ 

Widow  Milton    1  4 

Wm.  Ballmger    0  6 

W.  MilU 0  8 

JohnCl*efter ,..,...  9  9 

Antho.  Chester,  jan 0  6 

Widow  Ashmead's  heires 0    8 
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yeKatepayer.  8.  D. 

William  Meakias 1  0 

John  Stormy  *  0  10 

Wm.  Hyett 0  7 

Bar.  Hyett  1  0 

Richd.  Gregory    0  6 

Thos.  Oakey   0  4 

Nichl.  Aofamead 1  4 

Thos.  While 5  6 

Thos.Shewell 0  4 

John  Hyett,  jun 4  6^ 

John  Hyett,  signor 0  6 

Neighbour  Aahmead's  widow...  0  4 


ye  Ratepayer.  8.  D. 

Win.  Page  0  5 

John  Ashmead    1  4 

John  Page  0  8 

Wm.Hill 2  8 

Christ.  Mayer 0  3 

Thos.  Giles 0  3 

Wm.  Milton  (Lamb) 1  4 

Widow  Dawson 0  6 

Wm.  Lyes   a 0  2 

Alice  Roper 0  4 

Charles  Finch 1  0 

Saml.  Surman 1  4 


Amount  of  Lands  belonging  to  ye  Town. 


ye  Ratepayer.  s.  D. 

Kinner  De-La-Bere,  Esq 8  0 

Wm.  Baggott 6  4 

Fra.  Wells  0  8 

Edw.  Goodrich  3  0 

Edw.  Pemberton's  heires    0  7 

Edw.Welch 1  4 

John  Prinn,  Esq 3  S 


ye  Ratepayer.  8.  D. 

Saml.  Whithorne    1  6 

Thos.  Higgs    0  4 

John  Gregory 0  2 

Richd.  Hooper   2  0 

Thos.  Buckle  0  1 

Widow  White 's  tenant  0  3 

Mrs.Parker 0  2 


From  this  document  it  would  appear  that  in  1727,  there  were 
158  heads  of  families  in  the  town  who  were  rated  to  the  poor. 
Besides  these  there  were  a  few  tenants  whose  names  do  not 
transpire,  as  it  was  then  the  custom  for  the  landlord  to  pay  the 
Poor  EatCj  and  accordingly  the  entry  runs  "  and  for  his  tenant." 
Atkyns,  who  visited  the  place  in  1712,  mentions  250  places  in 
the  town  rated,  but  this  included  malt  houses  and  outbuildings. 
Fiom  the  numbei  of  "untenanted"  entries  in  a  subsequent  rate 
book  we  must  infer  that  the  population  of  the  town  was  on  the 
decrease  at  this  time,  which  was  four  years  prior  to  the  first 
discovery  of  the  Spa  Waters.  We  hare  seen  that  in  1727,  there 
were  158  heads  of  families,  and  in  order  to  show  the  increase 
that  has  since  taken  place,  we  may  mention  that  in  186  L,  when 
the  census  was  taken,  there  were  9,320  heads  of  families,  and 
7,236  houses  liable  to  be  fated,  besides  89  in  course  of  erection  1 
The  Poor  Rate  Book  for  1763,  which  is  thirty  six  years  later 
than  the  last  quoted,  shows  a  sign  of  a  slight  increase  in  the 
number  of  inhabitants.  The  Kate  Book  of  the  intermediate 
period  1741,  manifests  no  alteration.  At  the  first  mentioned 
date  490  properties  are  rated  to  the  poor,  which  comprise  300 
dwelling  houses,  and  1 90  malt  houses,  stables,  outbuildings,  and 
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farm  lands.  24  houses  out  of  the  number  are  enterecl  as 
•*  untenanted,"  and  the  occupants  of  5  houses  are  excused  as 
"very  poor."  We  make  a  few  extracts  to  shew  the  value  of 
property  at  that  time : — 

"  An  assessment  for  the  necessary  relief  of  the  poor,  and  for 
other  purposes  in  the  several  Acts  of  Parliament,  mentioned 
relateing  to  the  poor  for  the  parish  of  Cheltenham,  made  and 
assessed  the  ninth  day  of  December,  1763,  being  the  third  rate 
since  Easter  last,  at  fourpence  in  the  pound,  on  lands,  and  three 
pence  on  houses. 

YEARLY  RENTS.  OCCUPIERS*  NAHE.  ASSESSMENT 

£     8.  d, 

2    0  0... Giles  Ashmead  for  his  Casting  Hoases  and  Gardens... 

18    0  C.Mr.  De-La-Bere  for  his  House  (now  Royal  Hotel)  ... 

8    0  0... Ditto  for  the  Old  Tark  (now  Suffolk  road  and  St. 

James's  square) 

18  18  0... Richard  Peachey  fjr  the  Tolls  of  the  parish 

18    0  O...ThoraasDavie8  for  the  Crown  Inn     

2    0  0... Br.  Ireraonprer  for  his  stable 

45    0  0. ..  John  NickeU  for  the  George  Inn  and  Lands  belonging?    0  12    1 

6    0  O...Samnel  Showell  for  the  Bolt  A.le  House        0    16 

6  0  0...  Widow  Page  for  house  and  lands  belongingdown  Street    0    2    0 
20    0  O...Mrs.  Hyett,  the  Coffee  House  and  adjoining  House 

untenaiitpd  (site  of  Pittville  street)         

16  0    0... Thomas  Meekinjis  for  his  houHe.  (now  Lanoe*8,  draper)     0    4    0 

2  0  0.. .Giles  Mathews  for  his  hoQse  (now  Dunn's,  draper)  ...  0  0    6 

3  0  0...  William  Barrett  for  a  Malt  House  he  rents 0  0    9 

17  0  O...Dr.  Smart  for  his  house          0  4    8 

7  7  0... Richard  Peachey  for  the  Greyhound,  North  street  ...  0  1  10 

8  0  O...John  Gregory  for  I  he  Right  Bells  Ale  House           ...  0  2    0 

4  4    0...W.  Norwood,  Bsq.  for  the  house  he  lives  in   (descen- 

dant of  a  Lord  of  the  Manor)     0     1    OJ 

9  0    C.Miss  Sparkes  for  her  house .^023 

2    0    O...Daiil.  Forty  for  his  house        0    0    6 

11    0  0... Mr.  Chester  for  the  Free  Grammar  School  House      ...  0  2    9 

23    0  O...Robt.  Jessett  ftr  the  Fleece  Inn        0  5  11 

2  10  O...Samuel  Kent  for  the  Brick  Kilns       0  0  10 

5  0  0... Thomas  Prueu  tor  his  house 0  13 

5    0  0...  John  Pointer  for  the  house  he  lives  in  0  13 

1  10  O...John  Stroud  for  the  house  he  lives  in  0  0    4J 

3  10    0... Thomas  Haselton  for  his  house  0    0  lOj 

1    4    0...  John  Preston  for  the  house  he  is  in ,003 

10    0    0... The  Workhouse  0  3  0 

1  10    O...Saral.  Higgs  for  his  house      0  0  6 

1    9    0... Harry  Stone  for  the  house  he  lives  in 0  0  4J 

26    0    O...Hev.  Mr.  Chester  for  his  lands  0  8  8 

80    0    O...Mr.  Nettleshipfor  his  hoose  (Hobbs*s  Birmingham 

house)       „  0  7  ^ 
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£    8.  d, 

4  0    O...Be^n  BHzard  for  the  liouse  lip lives  in  

46    6    O.-Thomas  Pope  for  the  Ploufeh  Inn       

5  0    0... Thomas  Jordan  for  the  house  hp  lives  m 
161  10    0... William  Bury  for  the  Tythes  (Lay  Rector) 

14    0  0...  Jolin  Hnmphris  for  his  house  and  mills  (Barratt*s)  ... 

1     4  O...Danl.  Belcher  for  a  hbnse 

4  10  0...  John  Pott' r  for  Ills  house       

1  0  0...  William  Benfield  for  land  he  rents  of  Mr.  Prinn     ... 
16  10  O...Thos.  Stone  for  the  house  he  lives  in 

I^e  outside  of  the  Town. 

60    0    O...Mrs.  Field  for  the  Great  House  (Clarence  Hotel)     ... 

6  0    0... Frank  Bal linger  for  the  Church  Mead  (Crescent)     ... 
13  13    0.. .  John  Hathawavjun,  for  the  Poor's  Grounds 

«  10    t)...  John  Bastin  for  lathes            

20  0   D... James  Arkell  for  Sandford  Mills        

"8  0    iO..:Mf.  Prinn  for  land  he  rfhts  of*  LotdEsiet    

0  5    O...Edwd.  Ireland,  sen,  for  land 

9  10  0..  Arthtlr  Spencer  for  his  hous*  and  hotoesteafld  (The 

Knnpp)      

4  4    0...  William  Cook  for  the  Ale  House  at  Allrtone 

2  0    0...Mi88StBpleton,  the  Cold  "Bath,  void 

the  third  rate  for  the  year  since  Easter  Iftst  for  the  Belief  of  the  Poor  of  the 
Parish  of  Cheltenham,  made  the  9th  Deoember  by  us  wh^se  names  are  under- 
written, 1763. 

Charles  Hathaway  [■Ovefseersof  the  Poor. 

X  The  ICARX  or  EDid).  Davce.) 

We  two  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  Connty  of 
Gloncester,  one  whereof  is  of  the  Quorum,  do  consent  to  al^o^  of  t^is  Assessr^ent, 
Witness  our  liands  this  ^Oth  day  of  Deer  ,  1763. 

W.  BaOHOT  t>i  LA  Berb 

Wi^iAM  Prinn. 
'I'o  form  a  correct  idea  of  the  fbTltt«r  sttttte  of  ihe  tdwn  at 
this  period  we  must  refer  to  authentic  pUns  and  records,  We 
compare  Ogliby's  "Dairy mpleV  aiwi  the  enclosure  oiaps' wiidi  the 
rate  books,  and  we  arrive  at  correct  data  respfetting  the  bufldihgs 
in  existence  and  occupied  at  the  early  part  of  the  (eighteenth 
coritury.  Taking  the  maps  for  our  guide  we^enter  Cheltenham,  at 
the  Charlton  end,  at  a  spot  marked  as  "  Gallows  Oak  Turiroifce," 
and  by  a  its  side  a  fine  spreading  tree  is  represented  wuh  the 
de«ighation  "  Gallows  Oak.^'  Passing  ©nwaitds  towards  the 
yerierable  ijpire  of  St.  Marjr*i3,  wjiich  guides  us  ft*om  tie 
dislance^  we  meet  with  a  few  irregulaifly  buUt  houses,  straggling 
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witiQUjt  ^uy  nrJAV  Ho  cQnuection.  The  mill  ajb  Cambjray 
Bt^pds  isolMed,  anditfee  nearest  neighbour  is  Lord  Gael's  "  raaH 
jth^i.  ^raes  his  tythes,"  who  reatides  in  all  that  remains  of  the 
once  Sajton  Priory  at  Camb^ay  Meadow.  Nearly  opposite  atapds 
thje  old  dpniain  of  iihe  Saunter's  family,  which  we  ha^e  liei» 
9kMche4  ^  ordei'  to  preser?e  to  future  generations. 


Tj^x,'^  ap^cjent  Inns  ^pp^r  jcl.uetere4  in  .a  sjiort  space — tte 
f IPiUj^bi  i^he  Swan  w"!  jtfie   Crown.     Jn  the    viidst   of  t;hfi?!e 


in  the  open  road,  «4ata;ds  ^  market  supported  on  massive 
stone  pillars.  Not  far  from  this  place  of  traffic,  on  the  north 
.^de,  a  lajcge  ^i),tii^f^e ,  b^ild^g  is  piominent,  witji  ^  iihfipel 
j^Jii;ached,  where  a  p,eud^i;it ,  qell  indicates .  that  the  solemn  rites 
pf  religious  W,^'sh,ip  are  cdL^lprate^d  within  its  hallowed  wall?^.  ^ 
pppi^w^kr^  oijiai^enjiJ*  l^i»^  vcomt,,  mxi  j^llowing  the  p^th  V^)^#i(dfi 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


264 


HISTOBT   OF  CHELTEHHAH. 


to  the  doorway  on  a  sunken  tablet  of  stone  we  read  this  inscription, 
"Alms  Houses  of  the  Holy  and  Indivisible  Trinity,  founded 
by  Richard  Pates,  A.D.,  1578."  The  Inns  of  the  George 
and  Lamb  we  meet  with  in  our  journey  onward,  and  a  few 
more  scattered  dwellings  and  a  malt  house  in  CofiFee  House 
Yard.  Up  a  narrow  passage  adjoining  the  last  named  place 
we  can  discern  in  the  distance  the  small  old  English  Presby- 
terian Meeting  House.  Still  further  on,  a  few  stray  thatched 
cottages  are  passed,  and  another  Market  House,  ruder  and 
smaller  in  appearance  than  the  upper  one,  presents  itself. 
In  its  rear  is  a  round  building  of  stone  with  an  iron  grating  for 
a  window,  and  within  this  "  stone  cage "  there  is  a  man  in 
durance  vile.  A  painted  board  over  the  doorway,  has  upon  it 
the  words  "Blind  House,"  and  on  the  walls  are  rudely  carved 
the  words,  "  Do  well  and  fear  not."  The  church  stile  next  meets 
our  eye,  and  from  it  we  can  behold  the  noble  and  imposing 
structure  of  the  Parish  Church,  and  the  antique  Church  House 
on  the  boundary  of  the  grave  yard.  Still  walking^onward,  past 
a  few  isolated  homesteads  we  can  discern  amidst  a  thick  cluster 
of  trees,  "  The  Great  House,"  and  its  rural  approaches  over  the 
old  bridge.  We  have  now  reached  the  long  and  substantial 
range  of  stone  buildings  which  bespeak  the  Elizabethian  age; 
and  over  the  door  way  of  which  is  hewn  out  of  the  stone  in  rude 
letters,  "  Schola  Grammatica." 


Passing  under  the  pendant  sign  of  the  "  Fleece,"  we  wend  our 
way  to  the  left  and  observe,  not  far  from  each  other,  two  old  and 
retired  places  of  worship, — "  The  Friends  Meeting  House,"  and 
"  Old  Bethel  Chapel."    On  our  right  the  Marsh,  with  its  horrid 
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and  ghastly  gibbet  posts  looks  sad  and  desolate ;  and  in  the 
distance  the  wide  spreading  branches  of  Maud's  Elm  wave 
aloft  in  the  air  as  if  to  triumph  over  the  remains  of  injured 
innocence.  We  have  been  journeying  through  a  village,  where 
the  dwellings  have  been  adapted  to  meet  the  comfort  of  the 
inmates,  and  not  to  attract  the  eye  of  the  visitor.  We  have 
seen  nothing  to  indicate  the  design  of  a  regular  stre*  t.  Through 
the  centre  of  the  highway,  on  either  side  of  which  the  houses 
stood,  a  stream  branching  from  the  Ohelt,  by  Cambray  Mill,  held 
on  its  rippling  course,  refreshing  as  it  went,  and  cooling  the  air 
above  it  in  the  summer  time,  whilst  it  ministered  at  once  to  the 
cleanliness  and  comfort  of  the  inhabitants.  At  intervals  a 
passage,  from  one  side  of  the  street  to  the  other,  was  afforded 
by  stepping  stones.  Not  far  from  the  Old  Market  House,  a 
large  tree  partly  overhung  the  stream,  and  in  no  slight  degree 
heightened  the  rustic  beauty  of  the  scene.  We  passed  through 
the  Church  Mead,  and  ascending  Bays'  Hill,  we  viewed 
Cheltenham  as  represented  in  the  accompanying  sketch. 


**01i.  in  that  dhj  thon  beanteoas  wert,  for  all 

Was  simple  j  then  not  thine  the  grand  hotels — 
Thy  glory  now!  nor  lofty  piUaPd  hall, 

Nur  high-arch*d  dome ;  yet  oh,  thou  had*st  thy  dells, 
Where  violeto  lark*d.'*— -Bynitf. 

**  There  is  in  this  town  an  individna^  who  remembers  the  violets  growing,  and 
the  horses  grazing  in  the  High  Street.— Ohel/en ham  "  Free  Press,'*  1834. 

The  first  Cheltenham  Guide  was  published  in  London,  in 
1781.  It  is  a  very  detailed  work  for  the  time,  and  forms  a 
valuable  standard  of  reference.    It  was  entitled,  "The  Chelt- 


gitized  by  Google 


^h^m  ©wide,  Qr„  la^M  JCoiojiaiiipp.  ipa  ipvapfif  of  \^9\^  m^ 
l^easure  lo  t^e  Oheljtanhan?  Spa."  Ji^  order  tp  iUv^trate  the 
9;M^e  of  the  t<owa  at  the  p^^riod  pf  it9  issue,  we  shaU  publi^h  a 
ifdw  e;2ciraqt8  from  a  j6Q|)y  in  o;^  pp^s^^sipn,  jit^hich /nras  pi^biasefl 
at  ih^  saleiQjf  the  iibwy  -of  hi^l^^  ^9^  Ifjghnea^  tbp  I>n)ie 

of  Su93eK. 

"  I^e  public  'breakfasting  ts  at  the  Long  B>o©in  ererj  Monday 
morning  at  10  a.m.,  daring  the  seasoii;  each  person  pays  one 
shilling.  The  baHs  begin  at  '8  in  the  evening,  and  eottntry 
dances  dose  them  atll ;  <fticy  are  tiortstantiy  teept  from  Mid- 
summer to  Michaelmas.  Eadi  petswi  who  drittfcs  tea,  or  a  dish 
of  chocolafte,  pays  sixpence;  lafdies  Who  dance  excepted,  the 
geittlemen,  their  partners,  paying  for  them.*' 

**The  London  Post  to  Cheltenham  goes  out  Monda-y  ienrening 
at  10,  Wednesday  at  1^  at  nodn,  and  Saturday  evening  at  10, 
and  oomes  in  on  Monday,  Thursday  and  Saturday  morniogs." 

"  At  present  the  street  is  grdatly  enet«nbered  with  certain  old 
coarse  butldinffs -supported  on  stone  pillars  ;  *<hc8e  are  called  the 
Com  Market  and  Butter  Cross,  and  another  below  them  neither 
has  nor  merits  a  name.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  objects  so  very 
unsightly  will  soon  be  remoVed." 

**  A  stage  coach  holding  six,  and  a  diligence,  carrying  three 
passengers,  set  out  every  evening  at  6,  Sundays  excepted.  The 
coach  goes  from  the  Bolt  and  Tun,  Fleet-street,  London,  and 
the  diligence  from  the  Swan  with  two  Necks,  in  Lad-lane,  and 
proceed  to  Gloucester.  Theooach  fare  is  a  guinea,  and  that  of 
the  diligence,  one  pound  four  shillings ;  they  stop  to  change 
horses  at  Frog  Mill,  seven  miles  from  Cheltenham ;  and  from 
thence,  passengers  are  regularly  accommodated  with  good  post 
chaises,  at  a  small  expense.  A  stage  waggon  goes  to  and  from 
Cheltenham  and  London  once  a  yvee^-  ^^ets  oflF  on  Friday 
morning  at  lI,fEC)^»;Siww-hiltyi^dpp,ai3K^«;actkcs'^^ 
Tuesday  evening  at  8.  Ako  Ws  out  frwn  heisice  on  Monday 
morning  at  6,  and  gets  to  Lond^  srt>ojut'8  cm  Thursday  after- 
][ioon." 

The  ^t  tioacli  that  conveyed  ^asseflgers  from  the  metropdis 
^  thw^towpi,  (t?ipt  Fjrqg  MilJ,  en  rp^^fita Gloucester)  of  wlyph  we 
^air^^py  (iCjCount,  wi^  c^ed  "Tie-^Jpuaest^Flj^ingMachiijd*" 
t\^  JPWP^  pj^?  >^com|>li^ed  Jif^   )Jta:ee    dfly?,   wjiiqh    w^ 
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taisid^r^d  n  Veiij  iiniirveftotis  apUe^egMfit  >for  liie  H»ie.     Tte 
^Kotweaier  Journal  of  Nav.  23,  1738^  containa  an  advertisBmeat 
to  theieffeei  that  'vjf  Xjod  peiHuiUed,  the  Grioaoeater  ^lyiog 
Machine  would  perlbrm  its  journey  in.  the  short  ^aoe  a^  ^three 
days."    The  undertaking  was  considered  a  dangerpus  6ue,  and 
six  ^lorses  are  announced  as  a  necessary  accompaniment.     This 
is  apparent  from  several  wills  of  this  date  in  the  Gloucester 
Registry.     One  of  the  name  of  Dormer,  an  old  local  family, 
^us  commences  : — "  Whereas  I  am  about  to  take  a  journey  to 
liOndon,  and  whereas  it  is  uncertain  whether  or  not  I  may  live 
t9,  return,  I  do  therefore  think  it  necessary  to  make  my  last  Will 
and  Testament."  The  advertisements  which  appear  weekly  in  the 
Gloticestfir  Journal  {or  1758,  show  that  the  "  Flying  Machines'* 
were  considered  a  marvellous  mode  of  conveyance,  and  the  only 
Qne,  "if  God  permitted,"  which  enabled  the  inhabitants  of 
Chdtenhara  to  reach  London.     In  173$,   yi^hen   Sir  Edward 
Seymour  visited  the  town,  his  bipgre^pher,  (as  elsewhere  stated), 
relates  that  for  want  of  accommodation,  he  had  to  proceed  to 
Glouce^iter  to  oht^n  s'ee^ping  apartments,  and  that  to  effect  this 
be  had  to  bespeak  a  post  qhais,e  in  the  "  fayre  city"-^the  only 
one  that  it  possessed,  none  at  that  tii^« -existing  in  the  Inns  at 
Cheltenham.    Thei^  was  also  but  one  conveyance  to  and  from 
Bristol,  and  before  that  journey  could  be  effected  a  passenger 
from  the  town  had  first  to  reac^  Gloucea1;er.    Thris  is  further 
confirmed  by    Counsel,    who  ol:feerves  in  his     "History  of 
Glbudestet,"  that  "  There  was  btft  one  stage  coadh  dnly  that 
triavelled  frorti  Gloucester  to  Bristcfl ;   it  iiras  tltawn  by  fbur 
hordes,  with  ropes  instead  of  traces,  and  perfornmd  the  journey 
in   the  short  'spacp  of  one  day.    The  writer  aW  remembers 
the  first  post  chaise  that  was  sfet  np  in  GlOuce^er ;  it  had  three 
wheels  only,  and  the  entrance  was  by  a  door  behind  the  carriage, 
the  astJent  to  whidi  was  by  a  stfep  ladder.    The  JpwpHetQT  was 
a'peirsbh  bf  the  namie  tif  Bam6tt  Hughes,  'whose  son  •afterwards 
ai^ingttiAed  himsdf  at  Asitley's  Ampliitheat^,  'London."     la 
"k  Tourlo  Cheltenham  Bpsm,  1782,'^   it  is  aiHWunoed  ifeat, 
**'^i^sual  for  those  Wh?o  have  not  Irhew  own  tcarriages,  <m 
coming  to  Cheltenham,  to  take  pos?t  ulttifise,  froift  Frog   Mill 
tibiUnarj  jfcdfbe  Gkmcester  vehdclas  setting  them  )dowa  at  this  .place, 
aa  the  ^eiDt'alt»gc  to  iQhetlteQliam.    The  Cross  H^pds  is  a  neat 
Imblio -lum^e.    Otow  by  th^boM99>  oniMa^  ]%bt  leading firoqi  ^irpg 
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Mill  towards  Gloucester,  is  a  good  Summer  bridle  road  to  afid 
from  Cheltenham,  through  Dowdeswell  and  Charlton  Kings.  The 
direction  post  here  is  about  five  miles  from  Cheltenham,  and 
this  road  saves  two  or  three  miles  to  the  rider." 

From  these  extracts  it  is  apparent  that  there  was  then  no 
direct  road  from  the  metropolis  to  Cheltenham.  The  journey 
must  have  been  a  long  and  tedious  one,  as  "  the  Stage  Coach, 
holding  six,  and  the  diligence,  carrying  three  passengers,"  left 
its  patrons  within  seven  miles  of  their  destination,  exposed  to 
all  the  unpleasantness  and  uncertainly  of  procuring  another 
conveyance  onward.  How  changed  are  matters  now  P  By  the 
Great  Western  Railway,  London  may  be  reached  in  three  hours ! 
and  other  important  places  are,  by  the  formation  of  various 
railways,  placed  within  reach  of  the  inhabitants;  and  at  no 
distant' period,  Cheltenham  will  doubtless  become  the  centre  of 
a  great  system  of  railway  communication  through  the  medium 
of  the  projected  East  Gloucestershire  Line. 

The  celebrity  of  the  waters  attracted  many  persons  of  note, 
and  amusements  began  to  be  established.  The  first  notice  that 
we  have  been  able  to  trace  of  a  public  concert  having  been 
given  was  in  the  year  1767,  as  appears  by  the  following  adver- 
tisement in  the  Glouceater  Journal  of  July  26th,  of  that  date : — 

"  For  the  benefit  of  Mr.  George,  at  Mr.  Pope's  Great  House 
in  Cheltenham,  on  Wednesday  the  10th  August  next  will  be 
performed  a  concert  of  Vocal  and  Instrumental  Musick,  and  a 
Solo  of  Signor  Degiardino's  will  be  performed,  on  the  violin, 
by  a  gentleman.  Performers  from  Bath,  Bristol,  and  other 
places.  After  the  concert  will  be  a  Ball  for  the  Ladies  gratis. 
Tickets  may  be  had  of  Mr.  Hughes,  at  the  Well,  and  at  Mr. 
Pope's  Coffee  House." 

The  "Great  House,"  was  the  recently  pulled  down  Old 
Clarence  Boarding  House,  with  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present 
Temporary  Church.  The  "  Coffee  House,"  was  located  near  the 
present  PittvUle  Street,  in  Coffee  House  Yard.  The  state  of  the 
town  at  this  period  may  be  gleaned  from  the  annexed  extracts 
from  the  Gloucester  Journal : — 

"  We  hear  from  Cheltenham,  thfj^t  there  is  a  great  appearance 
of  Gentry  at  the  Balls  there  every  Monday  and  Thursday,  and  at 
their  Card  Assemblies  every  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Friday  and 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THE   DISCOT£BT   OF  THB    HINBBAL  WATERS.  269 

Saturday.  There  is  more  oompany  every  murning,  at  the  Well 
and  upon  the  Walks,  then  has  been  known  there  for  some  years 
past,  a  band  of  Musick  attends  constantly  from  eight  o'clock 
until  ten.  We  hear  Mr.  George's  Concert  will  be  about  the 
middle  of  next  month.  Mr;  Williams's  company  of  Comedians 
is  arrived  and  will  act  three  times  during  the  week  in  the  season." 
(July  25th  1758.) 

"  Gloucester  July  8,  1758.  We  hear  that  there  is  a  prospect 
of  a  very  large  season  this  Summer  at  Cheltenham  Spaw,  several 
lodgings  being  taken,  and  the  following  persons  already  there, 
viz.,  Lord  Wenman  and  family,  Lord  Ched worth.  Lord  and  Lady 
Tracy,  Hon.  Captain  Tracy,  Sir  Leicester  Holt,  Lady  Holt 
and  family,  Mrs.  Matthew  and  family,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garbett 
and  family,  Rev.  M.  Lloyd  and  family,  Rev.  Mr.  Allen  and 
family,  &c."  Under  date  of  August  8,  in  the  same  year,the  list  of 
arrivals  include  the  Karl  of  Massareen,  Mr.  Fararkerley,  M.P., 
Mr.  Gore,M.P.,Mr.  Kynaston,  M.P.,  Hon.  and  Rev.  Mr.  Noel, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Boucher,  &c. 

Such  was  Cheltenham  up  to  nearly  the  close  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  Emerging  from  obscurity,  it  yet  retained  all  the 
characteristics  of  a  rural  village.  The  celebrity  of  its  health- 
restoring  springs  attracted  the  attention  of  Royalty,  and  an 
enfeebled  Monarch  sought  relief  at  nature's  fountain.  Thus, 
those  waters  which  had  alreacjy  become  famous,  were  now 
patronized  by  the  highest  personage  in  the  realm,  and  the  result 
was  the  restoration  to  health  of  the  King  of  England,  and  the 
gradual  formation  of  one  of  the  largest  Watering  Places  in  the 
Kingdom,  as  the  next  chapter  will  demonstrate. 


CHAPTER  XVL 
®f)e  ®oton  %intt  tfie  Fisft  of  CGeorge  IJJ. 

THE  discovery  of  the  waters  did  not  appear  to  alter  the 
sanitary  state  of  the  place.  It  was  not  until  seventy 
years  afterwards  that  the  brook  which  flowed  down  the  High 
Street  was  diverted  into  another  course,  and  a  wide  carriage 
road  Qis  at  present)  formed.    This  was  only  effected  two  years 
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Bef6re  the  Eoyal  visits  of'  GcKxrge  Hi.  Ivt  maldtig  tke  mtda 
s^'werinthe  Hrgli>  Street  in  18^^  the  8tepfD$Bg  stones,  vhick 
onabied  the  inba^tants  to  hold  conHDUDioatdoii  witli  the  oppo* 
site  sides  of  the  street^  Wcfre  dag  up.  Sfeveral  flights  of  steps 
were  fouiid,  of  massive  oab,  opposite  the  Plough  and  Gi^own, 
and  so  sound'  that  snuff  boses  and  other  omameiAal  devices 
were  made  from  them,  and  preserved  as  relics  of  the  piast.  The 
engra^ng  in  this  work,  "  CheltenivRm  in  thi  (Men  Time," 
vepresents  the  High  Slr^^t  in  1786,  and  the  seeoe  is  desoribed 
in  Bjrofe^s'  Foem  on  Cheltenham  -.-^ 

•'  If  but)^  ceujtpry  fAace  I  opuld  hwe  stoqd. 

Whjere  now,  deep  id  using  o*er-tne  past,  1  stand, 
ftftne  ^ye  had  ftllen  on  streatt  atad  bow'riiii^  wood*,' 

AH  stm^t-roofd  eots  «lre^ed  o*ier  the  pleasant  land, 

"  Tfa^  ivide  and  8tmgg)hi0«trfi8t  a  babbling  nil 

piijl.channely  ^and  tUe  jrusy  bpre-foof  maid 
W6ui4  o&  ner  earthen  pitcher  come  to  fill, 

Wh«rtf  0^  thfe  stones  it*  crystat  ufaiteW  played.'* 

It  appears  that  the  inhabitants  first  attempted  to  stop  the 
cdnrse  of  ih'6  ChelC  dowti  the  centtfe  of  the  High  Street,  bjr  a 
private  subscription  in  1784.  In  1785,  "  That  with  the  per- 
M^sion  and  consent  of  the  Lord  of  the  Manor,  an  application 
would  be  itiade.in  the  next  Sfissioii  of  Parliament  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  BUI  for  the  pavihg,  repairing,  cleansing  and  lighting 
of  the  street  of  Cheltenham ;  and  for  removing  the  present,  and 
preventing  ftiture  encroachments,  nuisances,  and  annoyances 
therdtj."  Cheltenham  Guide  of  1786,  records  that  until 
"  these  few  years  the  water  ran  through  the  middle  of  the  street, 
and  in  a  scarcity  stagnated  and  was  offensive ;  but  at  present 
there  is  a  good  road  through  the  town,  with  a  channel  on  each 
side  for  the  water ;  and  the  streets,  by  a  subscription  from  the 
inhabitants,  assisted  by  4onations  from  the  company,  have  been 
in  great  part  new  paved.*"  The  water  which  flowed  down  the 
High  Street  in  t^  glitters  waa  used  to  yrater  the  .street^.  The 
contract  was  taken  by  William  Hayward,  a  mender  of  chairs, 
and  his  wife,  under  the  Okl  Commissioners'  Act,  who  performed 
their  task  by  the  aid  of  bundles  of  straw  tied  upon  a  rojus. 
Such  was  the  primitiire  mode  of  watering  Cheltenham  little 
morethankalf  a  eentuiy  since  I  The  son-in4aw  of  Mr.  and 
MrSf  Maywai d  was  the  6el&  lamplighteiTy  undec  thajB^me^sokte 
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A^.  ^'Tm  ITSOa  «t¥efiifli  i«itv  do#»  t^  middk  of  tic  Higb 
6tf^et;  but  iff  tkat  ye^  an  Aot  was  obtained  for  paTing, 
deatifiDg,  a»d  ligtiting  ikt  dtreete^  and  remocing  obstracAions 
tt!ad  nuisaneea.  The  Cotnmidsicmerd  ha^  faithfv^  dischar^ 
tfr6  trttdt  reposed  in  thf^m  by  thi^  at*  of  i;he  kgisAatttre^  and  now 
theM  is  an  eioellent  road  thr^ya^  «ha  town,  wiJ}k  a  ehannd  on 
ea<:fr  side  fbr  the  watet;  the  hoirads  ara  numbered,  and  eymrj 
inrprevettieDt  is  adopted  to  sender  tile  phiee  desirabk^"-*^ 
(Longmati's  Omde  U  ^a/^&inp  P^me8)i  The  townv  hf  akeriig 
the  course  of  the  strain,  did  nof  ioM  ita  anoknt  right  to  tie 
use  of  the  wator  so  neoeesa^y  ivi  a^^amitttry  point  of  view.  The 
owner  of  Cambray  MiU^  now  eaefited  Btun^tt's^  in  after  yeaors 
claimed  the  whole  of  the  Ohdt,  bat,  aeoording  to  the  Town 
€otnmisstoners^  sepoHs,  w4iiol!v  froia  fiitne  to*  time  aippeated  in 
thb  eatly  numbers  of  the  Ohdtmh^m  Okfimek  (1809  to  l>dl7), 
the  AtH;  of  1786,  ]Md  wise^  ptH!)^d«d  that  the  aurplui  waiter 
was  to  be  at  the  service  of  the  parish,  for  water! Ag^  skid elaansilig 
the  streets,  and  until  within  the  past  forty  years,  it  flowed  down 
far  a  chauuel  nosw  forming  the  guttJ^. 

The  land'  without  the  High  Street,  waa  euUivaled  m  fttrtn 
pto^erty.  There  ar^  many  residents'  #hky  can  weH  remetnhelr 
when  the  gtound  now  covered  with  tho  beauttfid  e^tate^  of 
PittviMe,  ltoitpellierandLattsd?owa,w^edatot6d'toagrieulturia 
purposes  and  considered  of  Mttle  vi^uo.  The  itflitelbitiintS'  at 
that  tinre  had*  a  large  quant!^  of  commonabli  la6d  A>r  thek  lasfe 
which  must  hav^  materially  hd^  tw  support  their  loeal  poor, 
while  they  alsohadthepitfvilge  of  l^tehig  in  the  fields.  >ThB 
Good  Old  Times.-^The  hajftcst  in  this  neighbourhoo*  iti  pro- 
gt^S8tn;g  miost  favourably.  Ati  old  hihabitant*  ilifofmaF  us,  aa 
contrasting  with  the  pfesenfr  abntad^mee*,-  that  just  R9  jfttttr^agb, 
his  mother,  who  is  still  in  the  enjoyment  of  a*  green'  old  age, 
gkaned  with  her  ow^  hauda;i^  Mtfft  Withki  a  mile  of  ther  Parish 
Church,  sufficient  ears  of  wiieM  to  yidd'Whe^'ttoi^hed^,  upwards 
tf  fite  bushels  of  grain.  So  High  #a^  the  price  of  Wfiteat  ^at 
year  that  her  httsband  w«^  dffefed  ftVe  poirads  «ar  thebo  fivfe 
buidiel  of  leadings.  K  would  be  difficult  no#  to  glean  fiVte 
busheh  within  ode  mile  of  C^heltetthattk  Pak^sh  Chnroh.^' 
(Chelt^fihm  Mmminer,  Aag;,  Y9ht.) 

'*11ie  town  of  Cheltenham  nms  fn  rimoat  a' slraijglkl  liuax^ue 
ittite  in  kugth^  having  one  pdndpid'  atteet,  with'  aottie  tetania, 
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lanes,  and  adjoining  houses.  Till  within  these  few  years  the 
water  ran  through  the  middle  of  it,  but  at  present  there  is  a 
good  road  through  the  town,  with  a  channel  on  each  side  for  the 
water  ;  and  the  street  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  obtained  in  1786, 
with  permission  and  consent  of  the  Lord  of  the  Manor,  has 
been  new  paved,  cleansed  and  lighted,  the  houses  numbered,  the 
market  houses,  signs  and  spouts  pulled  down,  and  other  nuisances 
removed.  A  New  Street  is  begun,  designed  to  run  from  the 
centre  of  the  town  to  the  Spa,  (St.  George's  Place),  and  besides 
the  accomodations  for  the  reception  of  visitors  in  the  town  itself^ 
lodgings  have  been  fitted  up  at  Cbarlton,  Sandford,  Arle,  Alstone 
and  Prestbury,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  inhabitants,  who, 
from  the  neglected  state  of  this  place  for  near  30  years  had  been 
fearful  of  risking  any  expense,  will,  from  the  great  and  regular 
increase  of  oon^pany  resorting  to  it,  be  convinced  that  it  is  their 
interest  to  render  their  lodgings  as  commodious  as  possible." 
(Moreau,  1806). 

The  only  Promenade  at  this  period  was  a  long  extended  walk 
from  the  Parish  Church  Yard  through  Church  Mead,  (now  occupied 
by  the  Royal  Crescent),  across  the  Chelt  to  the  old  Old  Wells. 
It  is  thus  described  in  the  first  Cheltenham  Guide  1781 — seven 
years  before  Royalty  had  paid  a  visit.  **  On  quitting  the  Church 
Yard  at  the  S.W.  gate,  a  passage  is  opened  towards  the 
Cheltenham  Spa ;  to  which  you  are  conducted  first  through  a 
well  constructed  gravel  walk,  106  yards  long,  and  ten  feet  wide, 
planted  on  either  side  with  a  neat  quickset.  To  the  right  of 
this  walk  within  the  Grove,  in  a  pretty  inclosure  shaded  with  lofty 
trees,  is  the  Great  House,  let  out  in  commodious  lodgings  for 
the  company.  Its  vicinity  to  the  Long  Room  and  Well  lenders 
it  a  convenient  resort  for  cards,  dancing,  tea  drinking  and  otaer 
parties,  who  meet  here  every  evening  in  the  week  during  the 
season,  Mondays  excepted,  and  make  a  subscription  for  Mrs. 
Field,  the  possessor.  You  next  enter  a  pleasant  field  called 
Church  Mead,  through  this  a  giavel  walk,  six  feet  wide,  and 
above  270  feet  in  length,  leads  to  the  river  Chelt  j  which  winds  its 
humble  current  round  the  bottom  of  the  Well-walk  and  other 
grounds  adjacent.  A  slight  draw  bridge  is  thrown  over  the 
stream,  and  introduces  to  the  public  parade,  whose  beauty  must 
strike  the  most  common  robserver,  extending  in  a  straight  line 
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by  a  gentle  ascent  to  the  famous  spring.  The  length  of  the 
several  wftlks,  from  the  churchyard  inclusive,  to  the  end  of  the 
upper  parade,  is  more  than  900  yards.  The  following  is  an 
exact  admeasurement  taken  by  a  Surveyor : — 

TaTcU. 

Walk  throDgh  the  Church  Yard 101 

Serpentine  walk  to  Church  Mead  gate 106 

Through  the  Mead  to  the  Chelt  gate      ...         190 

Thence  over  the  brook,  to  the*  bottom  of  the  Parades 25 

The  Lower  Grand  Parade  200 

The  Spa  Paved  Court      11 

The  Upper  Parade  above  the  Well        104» 

The  grass  walk  at  the  end  of  the  Upper  Parade  ...  ..         ...  200 

I37 
Or  2811  feet,  that  is,  above  half-a-mile.  —^ 

(Cheltenham  Ouidfi,  1781.) 

The  only  means  of  obtaining  provisions  at  this  time  was 
through  the  medium  of  a  country  carrier.  Corn,  fish,  butter, 
and  vegetables  were  sold  at  the  two  old  markets  which  were 
located  in  the  High  Street.  The  early  numbers  of  the  Cheltenham 
Chronicle  record  the  repeated  efforts  made  by  the  visitors  to 
obtain  supplies  from  the  distance.  It  is  a  well  credited  fact, 
which  can  be  attested  by  many  among  the  living,  that  such  was 
the  diflBculty  of  obtaining  provisions,  owing  to  the  imperfect 
mode  of  transit,  that  after  a  sermon  was  ended,  the  preacher 
used  to  announce  the  arrival  of  a  cargo  of  things  '*  material." 
This  blending  of  the  spiritual  and  earthly  may  seem  at  the 
present  day  scarcely  credible,  but  we  adduce  it  to  show  the 
commercial  state  of  the  place.  The  first  preacher  who  organised 
the  now  large  and  influential  congregation  of  Wesley  an  s,  and 
who  officiated  until  1812,  made  a  custom  after  the  benediction, 
to  inform  his  hearers  that  during  the  week  he  had  been  successful 
in  procuring  something  necessary  to  support  their  physical 
wants  at  a  moderate  rate,  "  which  the  brethren  might  obtain 
upon  coming  to  128,  High  Street."  This  was  the  well-known 
and  energetic  Oliver  Watts.  The  Cheltenham  Chronicle  far 
1812,  contains  a  succession  of  weekly  notices  complimenting  a 
noble  lord  for  getting  fish  from  the  metropolis  for  the  use  of  the 
many  visitors  then  in  the  town. 

The  history  of  the  town  at  the  period  of  its  transition  state 
from  the  poor  agricultural  village  to  the  **  (^uecn  gf  Waterijig 
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Kaces/'  is  farther  developed  in  the  rise,  progress,  and  perma* 
nent  estaMishment  of  a  Post  Ofl&ce.  The  absence  of  any  direct 
oommunication  with  London  and  other  parts  of  England,  until 
within  the  past  half  centnry,  placed  the  delivery  of  letters  in 
the  town  on  a  very  precarious  footing.  The  mail  coach  from 
London,  which  travelled  twice  or  sometimes  three  days  weekly, 
did  not  approach  nearer  to  Cheltenham  than  Frog  Mill,  en  route 
to  Gloucester,  and  as  a  consequence,  the  past  history  of  our 
local  postal  arrangements  'must  be  one  of  vicissitude.  The 
documentary  evidence  at -present  known  does  not  lead  to  any 
other  conclusion  than  that  the  postal  system  was  not  locally 
commenced  until  within  the  present  century,  as  we  shall  endeavour 
to  detail. 

The  markets  were  attended  to  by  an  eccentric  female,  named 
Nancy  Wells,  but  called  "  Nanny  the  bellwoman,"  who  was 
then  almost  the  only  parochial  officer  in  existence-^^iling  the 
various  ofliices  of  toll  collector,  watchman,  town  crier,  poafb- 
mistress,  &c.  This  extraordinary  character,  who  died  in  Pate's 
Alms'^houses,  \^as  a  very  athletic  personage;  &he  loadied  and 
unloaded  the  waggons  which  came  to  the  com  market,  Bssistisd 
in  capturing  prisoners,  cried  the  hour  of  the  night,  and  duly 
delivered  letters,  at  least  within  a  fortnight  after  they  \ek  the 
place  from  whence  they  were  sent.  At  this  period  thferfe  wks 
only  one  magistrate,  and  the  administration  of  justice  was 
qtiicldy  done  between  "  Naimy,"  "  Constable  Oafcey,"  and  the 
kind-hearted  gentleman  of  the  bench.  "  Nanny  the  beiltvoraari*' 
was  justly  Celebrated  for  the  clear  and  powerful  manner  in  which 
she  announced  something  "  lost,"  or  **  stolen,"  or  on  "  sate  by 
auction."  She  possessed  a  very  retentive  memory,  and  although 
unable  either  to  read  or  write,  when  a  notice  of  goitoetfhing 
*'  lost  or  stolen,"  or  the  direction  of  a  letter  was  read  oter  tb 
her,  ^e  would  afterwards  remember  it.  This  feminine  crier 
,  was  a  very  loyal  subject,  and  George  III,  during  the  period  of 
his  stay  at  Cheltenham,  was  one  morning  parsing  up  the  High 
Street,  and  on  hearmg  her  eonclude  a  public  notice  with  tihe 
words  "God  save  the  King,"  the  Monarch  etaphatitdly 
exclaimed-^**  God  save  the  crier  and  the  people." 

At  a  later  period  there  was  another  feminine  oflScer,  who 
followed  much  the  same  calling  as  her  predecessor.  This  was 
Natnny  Samnd^ersv    $be  demoted  her  evenings,  (lanthbrn  «Qd 
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Ifiisiet  basket  itt  liand,  and  attired  in  a  red  doak  tttid  huge  bkok 
hAt),  to  the  dfelivety  <rf  tcttert  afiiotig  the  iilhabitants,  ^nd  w^nt 
by  the  name  of  "Nanny,  the  Post  Mistress."  The  London 
Mail,  which  passed  by  Frog  Mill  on  its  road  to  Gloucester, 
occasionally  found  means  to  forward  a  bag  by  the  carrier  to  Mrs. 
Saunders.  Nanny's  huisband,  (a  cripple  from  birth)  by  the  aid 
of  a  donkey,  delivered  letters  to  those  who  resided  in  the 
hamlets  and  adjacent  villages — a  somewhat  -arduous  task  con- 
sidering the  then'  condition  of  the  roads.  This  useful  pair  in 
their  declining  yearib  fotind  shelter  in  the  ChUrch  hbuses  which 
formerly  existed  in  tjhe  church-yArd  near  Chester  Walk.  Here 
they  subsisted  upon  benefactions  voluntarily  given.  Some  idea 
nrtiy  be  fortnefd  of  th\ft  iin^^eet  inanner  in  \^hich  the  deMvery 
wA^  ^fiB^ed  at  thii  tiisfe  ft(m  the  foll<»>#ing  Ikot,  which  was 
ri^lated  to  u^  by  th^  late  Mr.  J.  N.  Beii^faer.  That  gentleiiiah 
had  been  ^xpfeetiiige  letter  of  importance,  when  one  day  he 
aeddei^alfy  mM  "  Nfthtay"  land  madie  <e»quirie&.  She  informiid 
faiM  that^he  had  t  letter  for  him^  biHt  that  "  she  had  something 
^U^  to  do  than  to  bring  a  ^itt^e  letlber  to  the  bottom  of  tins 
High  l^t^efet;"  Thfe  ^*tle  was  six  days  after  the  ijondon  post 
inaHt  date.  Ataother  old  inhabitant,  Mr.  Gibbins,  infbrimid  us 
th^  he  tonce  afeiJbsted  "  Nanny'*  ^dth  her  widcer  basket  and 
ta^e  handled,  afid  tttade  ehcfniries,  when  ^he  handed  to  him  ia 
l^teir  which  had  atrived  three  days  previbus^  ^lefging  the  same 
tetfsbn  for  nbn^lelivery  as  related  in  the  fbrmer  instance:  A 
Post  Office  Was  opened  in  1600  by  Mr.  Sittith,  a  grocer,  at  1^7, 
Hijgh  Street,  and  at  his  decease  it  was  transferred  to  an  iron- 
Inbnget  6f  tki^  a^tiae  name  residing  at  the  nett  door. 

la  180«i  M^.  HayeiB  \t^4  settt  down  firom  the  General  Post 
OfSde,  Loiidon,  to  'make  ibcal  arrangements.  He  first  com- 
ii^e?iic^  tta  offiice  in  the  High  Street,  at  the  entrance  to  the  Hose 
and  CtowA  passage^  and  afterwaards  removed  it  lower  d»wn  to 
th'd  libitier  of  PaA  Street,  iadjoining  the  residence  of  the  kte 
J.  N.  ftelbhet,  Esq.  The  arrangetttents  of  the  London  "  official" 
"Wete  rhvf'  uttsatisfactbi^y ,  iind  stabjeiDt  t^  <jbntiiifual  change.  The 
Idhabithl^s  ^mplainihg  upon  the  ikiatter,  he  next  adopted  the 
Idto  bf  MH^g  a  beUbian,  whd  collected  the  epistles.  Tfais 
Worthy  maiij  wh^wenAme  Was  Belehei'i  ^trats' attired  in  red,  and 
irhs  the  ctesbenda^t  of  an  old  family  in  the  town;  He  was 
IbcHS^  ktibWti  1^^  "  the  r0d  Postman/'  ^tii  oti  him  ^devbiv^d  dl 
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the  onerous  duties  of  the  entire  parish.  The  following  is  from 
a  Post  OflBce  placard,  printed  at  the  office  of  the  Cirencester 
Flying  Fost,  in  1780  :— 

•*  The  London  Post  to  Cheltenham, 

Goes  Out  Comes  Ih 

Monday  evening,  at  10     C     Monday     "1 
Wednesday  noon,  at  12     -J     Thursday    >     morning 
Saturday  evening, at  10      (.     Saturday  } 

"  The  Cross  Post  to  and  from  Gloucester, 

Goes  Out  Comes  br 

Sunday  afternoon,  at  4  ^  T     Monday     "J 
Wednesday  night  •<      Thursday    >     afternoon 

Friday  „  (.     Saturday    J 

Mr.  Entwisle,  the  step-father  of  the  Duchess  St.  Albans,  was 
post-master  until  1816.  One  of  his  notices  was  as  follows: — 
"Letters  delivered  generally  at  the  window  of  the  Post  Office 
at  about  a  quarter  before  twelve."  Mr.  Hutton,  a  grocer  in  the 
High  Street,  was  another  post -master,  but  no  organized  system 
of  delivery  was  adopted  at  either  of  the  establishments  con- 
ducted by  these  individuals.  Mr.  Cossens,  who  was  afterwards 
a  post-master,  at  the  High  Street  entrance  to  Grosvenor-street, 
published  a  very  excellent  map  of  the  town.  Mr.  Stokes 
Heynes,  carried  on  a  Post  Office  in  Regent  Street.  The  site  of 
the  present  Imperial  Circus,  on  the  Clarence  Street  side,  was 
the  last  place  where  the  office  was  conducted  (by  Mr.  Wall), 
prior  to  the  erection  of  the  present  establishment,  which  is  very 
centrally  situated.  Even  so  recently  as  1814,  the  postal  arrange- 
ments were  extremely  precarious,  as  is  evident  from  the  following 
paragraph  in  the  Cheltenham  Chronicle  of  January  27  of  that 
year : — **  Yesterday,  the  mail  arrived  in  this  town  with  six  horses 
from  London— the  first  time  for  the  last  seven  days."  For  a 
number  of  years,  down  to  a  comparatively  recent  date,  there 
was  only  three  communications  in  the  week  with  the  metropolis, 
and  the  same  number  of  mails  in  return.  Now,  indeed,  a  mighty 
change  has  come  over  the  locality.  There  are  now  employed  in 
the  Cheltenham  Post  Office  a  large  number  of  efficient  persons, 
under  the  management  of  Mr.  J.  Nicholson,  postmaster,  and 
Mr.  Oakden,  chief  clerk ;  and  the  rapid  manner  in  which  letters 
are  received  and  delivered  is  almost  marvellous,  and  surpassed 
only  by  the  quicker  motions  of  the  Electric  Telegraph.  The 
excellent  manner  in  which  the  establishment  is  conducted,  renders 
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it  an  important  appendage  to  the  town.  The  amount  of  postage 
stamps  received,  and  Post  Office  stamps  sold  at  the  Cheltenham 
office  was,  in  1855,  £9.691,  and  1856,  £9,Y60.  The  amount 
of  money-order  business  transacted  was — 1855,  issued  £53,076, 
paid  de28,525  :— 1856,  issued  £57,227,  paid  £41,239.  In 
1859,  the  postage  stamps  sold  exceeded  £10,000,  and  in  1860, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  £11,000!  This  return  is  from  the 
Post  Office  only,  and  does  not  include  the  stamps  sold  at  the 
sub-distributor's  office,  or  those  obtained  by  commercial  firms 
from  the  metropolis.  In  1861,  the  staff  of  the  Cheltenham 
Post  Office  consisted  of  a  Postmaster,  six  clerks,  twelve  letter 
carriers,  four  auxiliary  letter  carriers  and  two  stampers.  The 
letter  carriers  deliver  one  ndile  and  a  quarter  from  the  Post 
Office,  the  auxiliaries  being  employed  in  the  morning  only. 
The  number  of  bags  received  daily  are  51,  and  the  same 
number  of  despatches.  There  are  two  deliveries  daily.  The 
postal  district  is  upwards  of  60  miles  in  circumference,  ex- 
tending to  Stanton,  Ford,  Naunton,  Sherborne,  Winson,  Combe 
End,  Bentham,  Badgworth,  Barrow,  Leigh,  Hard  wick.  Stoke 
Orchard,  Wolstone,  and  Oxenton.  This  district  is  delivered  by 
twenty-three  messengers,  six  of  whom  start  from  and  return  to 
the  chief  office,  the  others  starting  from  and  retuniing  to  the 
branch  offices  at  Charlton  Kings,  Andoversford,  Northleach,  and 
Winchcomb,  from  whence  the  letters  are  conveyed  to  the  chief 
office  in  mail  carts.  There  are  also  twenty-one  sub- post-offices 
in  different  parts  of  the  district,  from  which  the  letters  are 
collected  by  the  messengers  on  their  return.  The  number  of 
letters  on  an  average  delivered  weekly  are  39,226  in  Cheltenham, 
and  5,969  in  the  district,  giving  a  total  of  45,195.  The  number 
of  newspapers  delivered  weekly  in  Cheltenham  and  district  is 
8,142.  The  number  of  money  orders  issued  at  the  Cheltenham 
office  for  the  six  months  ending  June  30,  1861,  was  16,175, 
and  the  amount  £28,409  6s.,  the  commission  paid  being 
£249  15s.,  giving  a  total  of  £28,659  Is.  The  number  of 
orders  paid  for  the  same  period  was  12,450,  and  the  amount 
£23,140  4s.  2d.  We  thus  see  by  comparing  the  present  large 
amount  of  business  transacted  at  our  local  office,  with  what  was 
done  by  the  single-handed  letter-carrier  of  half  a  century  since, 
further  proof  of  the  rapid  increase  in  population  which  the 
town  has  made.     Within  the  memory  of  the  living,  a  poor  old 
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ifToman  m^%  the  ppstal  ijoqweme^s  otf  the  iahabitjanta  hf 
devoting  her  ^yeftinga  to  Ihe  deliyjeiy  ^^  kt^ere  f^fter  her  daUy 
work  ^jras  Qver.  Nov>  upwards  of  two  oiillions  ot  letters  a^e 
deli|V€3:ed  to  the  Qhelteaham  ireside^ts  in  a  year,  aud  the  delivery 
g\yes  p^rmoD^nt  ea^ployment  to  twenty-three  person^)  beside^ 
thQse;engaged  upon  the  district  xrmlB^  wheve  no  railway  oommuT 
nication  has.  been  .established. 

The  hjBalth-diiQ^ing>  sprites  which  scattered  yrith  no  sparing 
haud  th^t  gift  which  coiWtntes  theiChvef  bl^^fiing  qif  life),  ware 
made  nfianifestiin  the  restoration  to  health  of  the  Bojial  ^i^ily* 
Jfi  was  a,  rude  building,  indeed,  which  received  the  .^loraing 
visits  of  Eoyalty  at  our  primitive  ^a.  Th^xe  w^  i]k&a.  xk(h 
Qipderoi,  town  to  aaton^sh  the  sojourner.  Naibure  w<is>  the  only 
enchanter,  save  the  vintues  of  the  w^kters,  which  could  engage 
the  a>tte]pitiou  of  the  Eoyal  visitants.  It  js.  surprising  to  coa<r 
sid^r  the  smalla^ss  of  the  popiilation  and  the  .dearth  of  hc»ii#e9: 
at  this  period.  Wbm  George  III.  and  s^^te  amjwd  iu  ^ 
tpvjTA,  tiiie  number  of  lodging-houses  did  not  exceed  thivty,  aud 
th/e  entire  Hundxed  contained  but  3QQ  ihabi(|ation».  But,  fiTom 
the  time  of  the  I^pyal  visit,  there  has  been  a  x^H  incre^e  both 
in  the,  number  of  inhabitants  and  houses.  The  annexed  t^ble 
exhibits  at  one  view  the  populi^tioQi.of  the  ancient  BundrQd>  of 
Ch<elt9aham,  from  the  time  of  Charles  II.  to  the  reign  o£  Queeu 
Victoria.  The  Hundiped  included  .most  of  the  pt^riflhea  noiw 
coniiii^cted  with  the  Cheltenham  Uniou  under  the  New  V<w 
Law  Act. 


CBNSVS     ▼HUT 

NVaiBEB.    OT     INHABI- 

NUHnSK 01' 

a>KEN. 

TANT^  IN,  HUNDIIBD. 

HO?fi^S. 

1666 

Ii500 

321 

1797 

3^700 

639t 

1801 
1811 

Wi 

r^ 

1821 

18^88 

2411 

1824 

17,647 

3914 

1826 
'              1826 

19,160 
2^376 

4^? 

1831 

22,942 

6014 

1841 

86,617 

7366 

1851 

86,062 
39.69=9 

6340 

1861 

7m 

git  zed  by  Google 


THE  TOWN   SI^lCJl  W?  Jl^^  OP  9^E0»QB  in.         27fl 

Jhis  xetura  for  ^lie  past  twenty  years,  is  confined  to  the  parish 
only,  and  does  not  include  those  contiguous  places  which  may 
be  Cftlled  a  continuation  of  the  town,  such  as  the  Park  Estate, 
portions  of  the  Pittville  Estate*  and  parts  of  the  London  and 
of  Half's  Roads.  These  put^parishes  in  1861,  numbered 
1,0,098,  so  that  tbe  entire  population  of  the  Cheltenham  Union, 
i^^d,  over  which  the  poor's  rate  is  levied,  amo.unts  to  49,688,  as 
sho^m  by  the  official  retui:n  annexed  :. 

1861.  1861.  Increase. 

Cheltenham  Parish 35,062  39,590  4.528 

Chi^rlton  Kings 8,171  3,443  270 

Prestbury 1,316  1,297  — 

Ji^ekhwppton  2^50  2,622  271, 

3ftdgworth 874  1,038  174 

Sburdington    IT'S  164  — 

Up-Hatherley 50  68  18 

CJckiDgtpn , ,173  195  2^ 

Swindpn ^21  ^27  6 

Cttbberley   243  343  100 

Cowley    S16  311  -,- 

Great  WitQOBO)  167  165  — 

$taverton 276  3i'5  89 

Totals 44,190       49,688        5428 

■Jlu^  Return  i3,  a  most  convincing  proof  of  the  growing  pppu- 
lajfity  o{  tl^e  "  Queen  of  Watering  Places"  in  public  estimation, 
and  we  need,  no  stronger  argument  in  its  favour  than  the  exact 
resists  of  the  c?ens,us  of  186  Ij,  so  far  as  regards  the  Parlia- 
ifte^tary  boyough  of  Cheltenham.  At  the  last  decennid  census 
the  popftlfttion  of  the  borough  was  returned  at  35,062.  It  is 
now  39,590.  Of  these  the  number  of  n^iales  is  16,474,  and  of 
femaje^  23.,1,16,  Sjljpwing  a  fair  majority  of  6,642  1  The  total 
ijiqyea^e  q^  ifyp  popul^t^ion  in  this  decade  is  4,528 ;  and  our 
towu^mien  n;Lay  well  be  congrati4ated  on  a  fact  which  affords 
such  grjatifymg  proof  of  the  healthy  d,evelopement  of  the  town. 
No?  is  the  result  of  the  numbering  of  the  people  in  what  we 
imay  c^ajl  the  suburbs  of  Cheltenham  at  all  less  satisfactory. 
L^kjbanipf.qi)i  h^as  uow  2,522  inhabitants,  against  2,150  in  1851 ; 
IMid  Charlton  ting%  has  3,443,  against  8,171  in  1851.  From 
these  statistical  facts  it  will  be  apparent  the  average  annual 
increase  in  thiB  town  alone  i?  about  500,  and  the  population 
during  the  ten  past  years  have  exceeded  by  5,000  persons^  the 
preyioufi  ^^  years.    This  is  ^,  stjfiking  pipof  of  tihe  steady 
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progress  that  the  place  has  been  making.  Another  additional 
incident  also  proves  that  a  still  further  acceleration  of  numbers 
is  going  on.  This  is  the  fact  that  there  are  few  vacant  houses, 
and  those  that  are  "  to  let,"  have  many  competitors,  and  the 
result  is  an  increased  rental  and  consequent  enhancement  in  the 
value  of  property.  According  to  the  census  during  the  ten 
years  preceding  1861,  the  number  of  new  houses  that  had  been 
erected  amounted  to  670,  and  those  were  of  an  expensive 
character.  And  if  additional  proof  was  wanting,  it  will  be 
found  in  the  Eegistrar's  Returns  for  the  year  ending  in  July,  1 861, 
which  shows  that  during  the  past  twelve  months  1082  births 
had  taken  place  in  the  town,  being  an  excess  of  400  over  the 
deaths  for  the  same  period.  The  marriages  for  the  same  time 
exceeded  500  in  number. 

Miss  Porter,  the  eminent  authoress,  in  her  **  Memoirs  of  Sir 
Edward  Seward,"  relates,  that  when  that  gentleman  was 
journeying  from  London  to  Gloucester,  in  the  year  1736,  he 
arrived  at  Cheltenham  lale  in  the  evening  and  desired  to  remain 
for  the  night,  but  could  not  obtain  a  lodging,  and  was  obliged 
to  proceed  on  to  Gloucester ! 

Fosbroke,  the  county  historian,  thus  describes  the  condition 
of  Cheltenham  in  1798, — when  he  first  visited  it : — "A  double 
range  of  buildings  above  the  PJough,  were  considered  to  be  the 
only  habitations  fit  for  the  reception  of  high  wealth  and  title. 
These  High-street  houses  had  balconies,  for  there  was  not  a 
verandah  in  the  whole  town.  The  two  turnpikes  were  indeed 
soldier  drest  with  whitewash,  paint,  gay  lamps,  and  cheap 
tawdries  of  strong  effect.  The  High  Street  was  of  motley 
character,  the  houses  being  of  all  heights,  forms,  and  descrip- 
tions. A  low  thatched  house  with  a  gable  end,  and  antique  bay 
windows,  of  horn  coloured  glass,  and  leaden  reticulations, 
adjoined  a  flat  dwelling,  and  dis()layed  two  shop  windows,  and 
next  to  this  was  a  slim  London  three  or  four  storied  house,  with 
a  railed  area,  ascent  up  steps,  narrow  passage,  and  front  and 
back  parlour.  The  footway  of  the  street  was  partially  paved ; 
but  towards  the  Gloucester  end,  there  was  only  a  gravelled 
causeway,  intersected  at  short  intervals  by  open  drains." 

With  the  exception  of  two  small  Dissenting  burial  grounds, 
the  whole  of  the  past  interments  of  the  parish  were  confined  to 
the   Established   Church,  as   were   also   the    Baptisms     and 
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Marriages  previous  to  the  passing  of  the  New  Kegistration 
Act.  We  are  therefore  enabled  to  further  illustrate  the  rapid 
progress  which  has  been  going  on  in  Cheltenham,  by  extracts 
from  the  parish  register,  which  will  reveal  the  number  of 
Marriages,  Baptisms  and  Burials  registered  from  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth : — 

Year. 

From  November  1558  to  November  1559 

From  November  1559  to  November  1560 

From  March        1630  to  March        1631 

From  March        1730  to  March        1731 

From  January      1803  to  January      1805 

From  December  1830  to  December  1831 

From  December  1831  to  December  1832 

Mr.  J.  Shenton,  a  printer,  of  the  town,  who  commenced 
business  in  1786,  and  grandfather  of  Mr.  T.  B.  Shenton,  pub- 
lished a  Cheltenham  Directory  in  1800.  This  work,  the  first  of 
its  kind,  contains  a  complete  list  of  the  then  inhabitants,  and 
the  entire  number  of  names  are  printed  on  24  pages — each  page 
averaging  16  names.  Contrast  this  state  of  things  with  the 
contents  of  "Harper's  Directory,"  published  in  1844.  This 
work  was  a  copy  from  the  Poor's  Bate  Book,  and  the  oaly  one 
which  classified  the  trades  verbatim.  It  contained  400  pages, 
with  an  average  of  70  names  on  each  page.  From  that  work  it 
will  be  seen  that  there  were  4,323  persons  engaged  in  trade, 
while  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  were  upwards  of  7000. 
The  same  authority  also  enables  us  to  compare  the  past  and 
present  state  of  the  town  in  reference  to  particular  trades. 
There  were  then  56  bakers  and  confectioners  ;  88  grocers  and 
tea  dealers ;  50  butchers;  173  licensed  victuallers  ;  43  librarians 
and  stationers;  167  milliners  and  dress  makers;  and  300 
lodging-house  keepers.  Sixty  years  ago,  there  was  only  one 
resident  physician  in  Cheltenham — the  celebrated  Dr.  Jenner, 
and  but  one  dispensing  chemist!  In  1844,  there  were  80 
medical  men,  and  30  chemists  and  druggists.  ''Davies's 
Annuaire"  for  1860,  in  its  list  of  the  principal  tradesmen  in 
the  town,  mentions  the  names  of  926  persons.  "  Edwards's 
Directory"  for  1862,  enumerates  924  persons  engaged  in  retail 
trade,  and  229  persons  following  professions.  At  the  period 
the  mineral  waters  were  first  becoming  known.  Dr.  Smith,  from 
Oxford,  resided  here  during  the  drinking  season,  and  gave  advice 
to  the  visitors.    He  is  entered  in  the  Poor  Eate^ooksri^om 
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1722,  aod  for  many  yiears  aftemard^,  aa  the  sole  rjBsident.vneAipa]^ 
manrr-"  Dr.  Smith,  surgoon,  two  sbilUogs  and  sixpen^'^ — t)i^ 
amoumi  of  hisi  annual  rate.  0&  a  tablet  in  tbe,  Parish  Cbv^qK 
he  is  recorded  to.  hayegiveni  a  sconce,  or  pendant  cbdndelier,  to 
enable  ike  inhabitants  to  have  an  ^ening  ^ervioe^  This  wa^ 
used  until  the  Gas  Company  gratuitously  lighted  tbeii9buir(?b>  ¥1 
18^8,  when  the  Doctor's  bequest  was  set  aside,  and  a  few  years 
since,  as  m^y  be  seen  on  reference  to  tb^  churchwardens' 
accounts,  it  was  sold  f<^  old  metal,  an4  the  pi^ooeeds  applied  to 
the  parish  account.  Dr.  Jameson,  the  author  of  the  first  local 
"  Treatise  on  the  Waters,"  appears  to  have  been  an  early  re?iden,t, 
and  was  an  opponent  of  Dr.  JenB(er,  on  the  que^t^oA.of  vaccina- 
tion* a^d  i;egard(ed  tbe  theory,  then  first,  broached,  as  via^oi^^ry. 
Tiffie  hj^.  howeveai  provq^  which  of  pur  two  tQ^ifisinen  v^re 
right,  l^n  a.  "Cbeltenh^  Guide,"  published  in  1783,  and 
which  details  all  the  th<en  tradesijaen  in  the  town,  for  the  info^- 
niation  Qf  visitor?,  no  resident  baker  or  confectioner  is  napaed, 
b^b  tbe  tourist  is  pfilitely  infqrm^d  "  that  just  b^low  the  WeU 
is  ^  farm-l^Quse,  called  '  Q^pot/  wb^ie  parties  may  be  accom- 
mpdat^d  withi  'Syllabub.'"  In  a  speech  wade  by  the  Rev. 
C,  B.  Tiy/Q,  tb,e.  respected  reqtor  of  Leckhf^nptonj',  sit  a.  public 
dinner  given  in  January,,  186?,  to  celebrate  the  extension  of  the 
public  gas  yghts  from  Cheltenham  to.  Leckbaiftptoi?^  the  rev. 
sp^er  rem^yked- — "  I  well  reinember,  wbpn  a  boy,,  there  wa? 
qt^y  ipn  houses  ftom,  L,eckjiaipptqn  to  SujQfolk  Square,  which  at 
that  time  was  tb.^,  site  of  the  thatched  cottage,  called  '  Gallipot 
]f aym,'  and  when  the  only  carriage  road  to  Gfjoupester  was  oy^ 
th^  Cripkley  Ebg^d." 

The  pgjst  and  present  history  of  the  town,  is  further  developed, 
by  the  gradual  rise  in  the  assessable  value  of  t^e  property  \5citnift 
tbe.  parish..  We  have  seen  in  aj  previous  chapter  that  in  1727 
tj^ere  were  1,58  hea4s  of  families  entered  pn  th,e  Poor  Rai^  Bopk,^ 
who  WGSce  charged  "fourpence  i^  the  poujid  on  th^ir  dwellii^s^ 
a,n4  tbffeepc^iv?e  qn  their  ujq^buiit  lands. '  The.  entire  ^um  poi- 
lectpd  ?^nquBted  to  JS12  1^.  IJd.  At  this  4ate,  the  Plpugh,, 
then  occupied  by  Mr.  Pope,  ^as  rate4  at  £Q  per  annun;.  Tbo 
Rate-book  of  1741  presents  no  alteration  in  point  of  numbi^r^,, 
or  in  the  aases^iyients,  but  the  jjate-book  of  1763  shows  au 
incre^e  pf  the  nuwber  of  re^te-jpayers,  bi^t  no  improvemi^ij^t  i^ 
t^  v[alu^.  p|  th<^  jropierty.     ^n  J,8Q.6,  %.  ^h^qjintop.  m  el^te^ 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


THE  TOWN  9PJC»  XB^  rUf^T  ,Q^  %^QSGB  m.         Hfi? 

Poor-rate  collector,  w;it|i  a  fi^^ry  o^  JB5  per.  ^^11^^.  i^cQOTi}ug 
to  the  oi;^ual  Bate-book,  tl^e^  amount  realised  w^^  only  B199 
19s,  Id.,  at  nioepcjijice  in,  <}he  ppund-^,  pi;QQf  of  the  smsjil 
i^umber  of  rate-payers  in  t^e  town  at  tl^t.  peripd.  The  ^aJiue 
of  property  in  ijhe  tpwp.  ^l  .1811,  as  s^  forth  ^i  the  Bat^-bopk, 
is  intereiting.  and  curious,  a^d  shows  a  r&pi4  ipicreaise  in  th^ 
rat|sable  y^lue  of  lopal  proper^.,  The  Q\d  Comi^isaiionerf 
i9si;ied  a  rate  of  two  shjpDUng?  ^ffA^WPPTOfi^  in  t^e  ppn;nd,  under 
the  faying  Ad},  frova,  Mids^^nIner  1811  to  if^dsi^^^mi^ier,  1812. 
iVpm  the  cpUeptor's,  book  it  appe&i's  tha^t;,  is\  1}hat  y^ar,  th^re 
WQX^  12<^1  l^ouses  assessed  in  the  tp\^n,  2^  in^  \^^9t4l,^  and  foi^ 
in  ^stone.  The  total  woi^it  pf  the  rate  w^s  £2,^34  l^s.  Qid. 
In  this  book  the  ai[^nual  v^lu^e  pf  the  nndern^^ntipned  plf^c^s,  a^ 
thus  a^essed: — P^pugh  ftotel,  ^133 ;  Apsen^^y  Bpom^,  jgSSj 
Public  Oflice,  ^44;  the  ^^te  Mrs.  Agg's  residence^  £35,; 
CJI^Tence  Hotel,  £44  >  the  Grs^wai:  §cbp3L  ^15 ;  Gardenei^'s 
Brewery,  ^8^4;  the  Fleece,  £71.  TJie.  fpllon^ing  localities  are 
dje;icribed  as  being  "  O^t^ide  ^be  town" ; — Sherborne  Street 
Giqucestfsr  Place,  North  P^ffftde,  h^qlf,  ^o^t  of  l^ai^b  ^t^ 
Portland  Street,  Portland  Plape,,  and  i]^  Hpi^.  Uiji^s  ^ipjison's^ 
npw  knowii,  as  Monson  Vi^a,  a^d  once  tl^e  residepce  of  the  Hey. 
F.  Close.  How  different  are  the  results  of  modem  levies.  oC 
the  poor-rate.  In  1944  a  pppx-rate  of  n^nepo^ce  in,  the  pound 
yielded  £.15,.706,  Us,  Sj^d,  aftd  ^n  1,848,  the  numbei;  of  ratfs- 
payers  were  6,635,  ^^d  a  rajte  of  Is*  6d.  i^  the  poupd  an^ouuted 
tp,  £22,000  (net).  In  the  ^$ff^  year  thp  CJpm^rissioners'  Lamp 
aiijl,  Pa;ving  Bate,^  ^X^'  4,d.  in.  the  ppi^d,  wajs.  epl^mated  ajt 
je^,3(H  10s.  8d.  'Rie  Hfindowrtax  for  the  like  peripd  for  the 
tpv^ijp^hip  only,  amp^jl;ed  tjo  £13,374.  In  1849,  the.  assessable 
value  of  property  in  the  parish  was  £182,098.  In,  1851,  t^e 
Poor-law  Commissioners  divided  the  town  into  five  wards,  for 
the  better  carrying  out  of  the  purposes  of  their  Act.  The 
ipnnjber  of  ratepayers  in  eachj  wa^d,  with  t]^e  an^ount  of  assets- 
qient,  was  thus  returned : — 

^ar^  B^tepayers.  AnepnBt. 

]paBl>— from  Charlton  to  East  side  of  PoriOand^trett 1638  £40^000 

North-^fffom  North  side  of  Portland^^t.  to  Tewkesboi^-Boad    1793  30,000 

Wcst^from  Olonoeeter-road  to  St.  Q^orgeVpIaoe 1U5  34,000, 

Sooth^fromBodney-ternMsetoOIdifiath-road   991  29,000 

fiddle— from  St.  QeorgeV^aoe  to  Rt)dii^>tenraoe  ,    891  60,000 

!?otal8».. ,.....,.,..........;  6128  £183^000 
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The  number  of  houses  now  liable  to  be  rated  is  7275.  The 
assessable  value  of  property  in  the  town,  as  entered  in  the 
Overseers'  book  for  1861,  and  upon  which  the  rates  are  levied, 
is  £171,291.  The  two  poor-rates  founded  upon  that  assess- 
ment"amounted  to — the  one  at  one  shilling  and  threepence  in 
the  pound,  £10,705  13s.  9d.,  and  the  other,  at  one  shilling  in 
the  pound,  to  £8,395  5s.,  making  a  total  of  £19,100  18s.  9d. 
So  that  we  may  say  that  Cheltenham  now  contributes  annually 
about  £20,000  towards  the  maintenance  of  its  local  poor,  and  for 
other  purposes  in  connection,  through  the  medium  of  a  poor's 
rate.  The  borough-rate,  at  two  shillings  in  the  pound,  levied 
by  the  Improvement  Commissioners  during  the  same  period, 
amounted  to  £14,741  3s.,  according  to  the  audited  report,  pub- 
lished in  July,  1861.  The  payment  on  account  of  the  branch 
sewers'  account  for  the  same  time  was  £3,799  6s.  The  same 
body  corporate  estimated  for  the  year  1862,  the  assessable  value 
of  property  rateable  for  the  Borough-rate,  at  £166,066,  10s., 
and  that  a  rate  of  two  shillings  in  the  pound  would  produce 
£16,605  13s.  The  value  rateable  to  the  Sewers-rate  was  esti- 
mated at  £160,980  5s.,  and  subject  to  special  arrangements,  a 
rate  of  fourpence  half-penny  in  the  pound  would  realise 
£1,610. 

The  income  and  property  tax,  and  inhabited  house  and  other 
duties,  evince  the  wealth  and  importance  of  the  place.  These 
taxes  are  collected  according  to  the  ancient  divisions  of  the 
parish —the  town,  north  and  south,  and  the  Lansdown  and 
Bayshill  districts  under  the  name  of  the  hamlets  of  Alstone 
and  Westal.  The  amounts  collected  under  the  different 
schedules.  A,  B,  D,  and  E,  for  the  year  ending  April  5,  1861, 
was  as  follows  : — 

Incoms  Tax  tok  the  Teab  Ending  Af&tl  6,  1861. 


Alstone    

A         1       B 

D 

£ 

Total. 

£      8.    d. 

1260  17    1 
129  16    8 
2783  14    8 
1866  18    0 
1861    9  11 

£  8.  d. 
39    6  2 
31    6  6 
20    6  2 
1     1  1 
10  16  9 

£    s.    d. 
642    2    0 

1790  14  10 
2561  19    9 
1138  16    6 

&    8.  d. 

639    2  6 
183  17  6 
499     1  2 

£  8.  d. 
1842    4  S 

161  0  8 
6133  18  2 
4612  16  4 
3600    3  4 

Arle 

Cheltenham  North 
Cheltenham  South 
Westal 

7891  14  11 

102  14  7 

6033  12    1 

1222    1  2 

16260    2  9 

git  zed  by  Google 


the  town  since  the  visit  of  oeobob  iii.       285 

House  and  other  Duties  fob  the  Teae  Ending  Apeil 
5,  1861.— Inhabited  house  duty,  £4706  Is.  lUd. ;  Horses  for 
riding,  £491  8s.;  Carriages,  £858  1 3s.  4d. ;  Mules  and  horses, 
£142  16s.;  Servants,  £632  12s.  6d. ;  Dogs,  £452  8s.;  Horse 
Dealers'  duty,  £96  8s. ;  Armorial  bearings,  499  19s.  8d. ;  Total 
assessment,  £7880  4s.  S^d. 

The  present  prosperous  and  wealthy  condition  of  the  town 
has  thus  been  established  by  the  financial  statements  we  have 
above  given.  In  order  to  place  the  matter  in  a  still  clearer 
light,  we  present,  in  a  tabular  form,  for  reference,  a  summary  of 
one  year's  payment  of  rates  and  taxes  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Cheltenham,  from  the  official  accounts,  as  audited  in  1861 : — 

Poor's  Rate 

Borough  Rate         ..  

Income  and  Propertj  Tax 

Inhabited  House  Duty       

Duty  on  Carriages 

„    on  Servants 

„    on  Armorial  Bearings  

„    on  Horses      

„    on  Dogs         

Land  Tax      

The  above  gives  a  grand  total  of  £56,911  16s.  Ifd.,  as  the 
contributions  from  this  town  towards  the  direct  taxation  of  the 
country;  and  by  comparing  these  figures  with  the  returns  of 
former  years,  we  find  exhibited  in  a  striking  manner  the  advance 
of  Cheltenham  in  wealth  and  prosperity. 

The  small  number  of  residents  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  century  is  also  apparent  from  the  very  simple  manner 
in  which  judicial  and  criminal  cases  were  disposed  of.  One 
resident  magistrate,  and  a  constable,  who  united  with  his  office 
various  others,  including  that  of  town  crier,  was  all  the  staff 
required.  The  prison,  locally  called  "The  Blind  House,"  was  a 
small  stone  structure  situated  in  the  Fleece  Lane  (Henrietta  St.), 
and  not  capable  of  containing  more  than  one  prisoner.  Through 
apertures,  protected  by  iron  bars,  the  inmate  held  converse 
with  the  passers  by,  and  often  obtained  sums  of  money,  which 
procured  their  release.  Attached  to  this  small  rude  structure 
were  the  stocks.  These  accompaniments  of  an  agricultural 
village  were  used  for  divers  offences.  The  most  frequent  occu- 
pant was  a  local  character  known  as  "Oyster  Jack."    He 
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£    8. 

d. 

19.000  18 

14,741  3 

16,260  2 

4,706  1 

858  13 

9 

0 
9 

11* 
4 

632  12 

6 

499  19 

8 

634  4 

0 

452  8 

0 

135  12 

2i 

Jj^rtistMJ  ih  cryilig  bJrst^M  in  the  fellteeta  M  ^  SuAdAy  dAiring 
the  houts  of  Divilig  Sdi-Vifefe.  Pdir  thii  off6tt(5e  he  Was  i^gWarly 
JjlaCed  in  the  ttbcks  Sabbath  ftfter  Sibbkth,  uhtil  the  ofSttiah 
abandoned  p^bsecutioti.  A  prison  x)i  a  substantial  tihatacter 
was  afterWai*ds  6T:^ted  at  thiB  angi'e  lof  Aniblx)se  Street,  which 
is  now  used  for  mercantile  purposes,  atid  w^s  Sold  by  the  Old 
Commissiotterfe,  at  the  time  the  NeW  Police  Act  cAme  ib  fbrce. 
Sttrcks  Wete  also  iadded  to  the  building,  but  the  only  'pefsbn 
ever  placed  in  th6m  was  fornon*^payment  of  a  fine  for  intoxication. 
Aftet  beitig  in  dnirtoce  fbt  t  *sh6H  time,  ^le  s'pediatbrs  isub- 
^ciibed  the  amount,  land  the  man  Wa^  tele^sed. 

The  Want  of  acebminod^titoh  in  thfe  toWn  id  iipparent  from 
the  following  letter  from  a  visitor,  which  may  be  found  in  the 
Mondng  Po«^  of  September  6,  1780:— "Mr.  Editor,— I  am 
just  returned  ^m  a  little  tour  through  the  West  of  England. 
Amongfi/t  the  number  of  places  I  visited,  Ghdtenham  in  Glou- 
cestershire detained  me  some  days,  being  a  town  now  growing 
into  repute,  from  the  great  increase  of  company  this  year,  who 
go  to  drink  the  mineral  spa  water.  I  shall  trouble  you  with  a 
Bkete^  of  the  town  and  its  inhabitaints,  Which  may  petbaps  be 
of  service  to  those  who  frequent  it  in  future.  The  town  of 
Cheltenhlam,  frotn  itd  si'tnatioh,  would  iii  all  probability  have 
remainefd  nnnoticed  until  thie  end  bf  time,  had  not  the  Spia 
attmcted  thiB  attention  bf  the  puWic.  This  sieeniis  ^  bfe .  the 
genertd  nptnion  of  the  inhabitant*,  if  We  mhy  Judge  from  the 
Httle  pains  they  have  taken  to  decolrat^  or  improve  themselves 
bt  h&bitatibns.  They  likeWisi^  s^eem  displease;d  that  chance 
shonld  ever  have  brought  them  to  pliblic  notice,  by  their  constant 
opposition  tb  evety  improvement  for  the  cbttVeniencfe  iind  accotii- 
modatibnbf  those  Who  Visit  them.  Thi6  nattoW-minded  mbde 
bf  thinking,  we  may  naturtdly  cbnclude,  leads  them  oh  to  iii&b- 
lenc^  and  impositibn.  Thus,  emerging  as  they  are  froih  a  state 
'Of  obsienrity,  did  they  posses^  the  understanding  bf  ^atibnal 
bi^tttres.  we  might  eipeet  to  see  attention,  assiduity  and  bare  tb 
de^ette  the  favburs  of  the  public ;  bnt  this  seemis  to  be  didt^nt 
iifbm  thfeir  idea^ ;  tind  tfaos^  Who^  health  nedessarily  bbliges 
them  tb  gb  there,  must  think  themselves  highly  indebted'  to'  the 
pubtin  sjMt  bf  Mir.  WSitt,  bf  London,  fat  the  great  eteHibn  bf 
\£A  'fottune  and  abHitieik,  to  tend^  the  pllace  ih  ttie  least  sufie^ble. 
I  nm,  8(!c.,  T.  G;    Satifl^y  wight,  B^.  S,  lt«0." 
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In  tiie  8ec(»id  <' Oheltenitam  OuMe,"  published  ih  1783, 
occur  tfaeee  announcements  i*-^"  Thiere  are  two  sedan  chairs  -at 
Cheltenham,  the  owners  of  which,  from  the  very  little  us^  that 
is  miade  of  them,  wiU  not  carry  any  fare  uoder  a  shilling."  **  A 
eoffee^house  and  some  ^odd  boarding^houSds  are  mtich  Wanted 
in  the  town,  «nd  would  certainly  answer  to  the  establish^rs  of 
them."  "  Just  above  the  well  is  a  farmhouse,  known  by  the 
name  of  '  Gallipot,'  at  which  parties  are  accommodated  with 
'syllabub.*  "  "A  common  brfewery  has  lately  been  iBstabUshed 
hete  by  Mr.  Wynne."  "The  Circulating  Libraiy. — Mr. 
Hairward,  the  proprietor,  desirous  to  oblige  his  customers,  iekts 
very  ^obd  care  to  futnish  his  library  with  «?ery  new  pliblioatton 
worthy  notice^  Tha  subscription  ive  shffings  for  the  reason. 
He  also  lets  out  harpsichords,  piano-fortes^  <and  other  inusieid 
instrufii^nts,  and  provides  persons  to  tunie  tbem." 

As  a  specimen  of  the  dass  of  amusements  that  were  ihdn 
patronised,  we  transcribe  a  hand-bill  printed  by  Mr.  Hfairwatd, 
the  resident  librarian  here  alluded  to,  whose  death  is  n^eorded  in 
the  Chelimham  "(Jhronkle  for  1811,  and  whose  relative,  the  Eev. 
J.  Harward,  in  cotinectiott  with  T.  Henney,  Esq.,  planned  the 
present  Promenade. 

"  Positively  for  Three  Daysf  Only.— The  Original  Stone-Eatelr. 

"  At  a  Large  Commodious  Boom,  at  the  Bell  Inn,  in  this 
To^fTti.  Stone  Eating,  and  Stone  Swallowing,  and  after  the 
Stones  are  Swallowed,  may  be  heard  to  chink  in  his  Belly,  the 
same  as  in  a  Pockets 

,  "  The  present  is  allowed  to  be  the  age  of  wonders^  attd  im- 
proivjements  ila  the  Arts  1  The  idea  of  a  Man's  flying  in  the 
Ait,  twenty  y^rs  ago,  before  the  discovery  of  use  oi  Balloons, 
would  have  been  laughed  at  by  the  most  creduldus !  Nor  doi^s 
the  history  of  nature  afford  ao  eltrliordinary  a  relation  as  that 
of  a  Man's  ^ting  aind  subsisting  on  PebUes^  fi'lints^  Tobacco 
^ Pipes,  or  Mineral  Etcreacenoes — but  so  it  is!  and  ihe  Ladies 
abd  Gkntleman,  of  this  town  and  its  vicinity,  have  now  ati 
app^rtunity  of  witnessing  the  extraordinary  ^ct,  by  seeing  oofe 
of  the  ibost  wonderftjQ  Phsenomena  of  the  age^  who  Grit^ds  and 
Swallows  Stones,  &c^  with  as  mudi  eas^  as  a  Person  would 
«rack  a  nut,  and  masticate  a  kernel. 

"  This  extraordiliaiy  Stoae  !Eatet  a{)pe^irs  not  to  suiter  the 
least  inconvenience  from  so  pond«^oiiis»  and  to  ail  othisr  ptnona 
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in  the  World,  so  indigestible  a  meal,  which  he  repeats  from 
Eleven  to  One,  at  noon,  and  also  from  Four  in  the  afternoon, 
till  Six  in  the  evening. 

"  N.B. — As  his  stay  in  this  town  will  be  only  Three  Days ; 
therefore  it  is  hoped  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  will  avail  themselves 
of  the  opportunity  of  seeing  this  wonderful  performance. 

"Admittance  One  Shilling.  A  private  Performance,  on  a 
short  Notice." 

Sedan  Chairs  appear  to  have  been  the  only  means  of  fashion- 
able conveyance  up  to  1810.  In  that  year  the  Cheltenham 
Chronicle  records  that  "  Mr.  Jonathan  Wildey  has,  with  a  public 
spirit,  which  is  highly  commendable,  remedied  a  great  deficiency 
in  this  place,  by  establishing  a  job  carriage,  which  he  has  set  up 
in  so  liberal  and  handsome  a  style,  that  there  can  be  no  doubt 
of  his  meeting  with  that  encouragement  which  he  deserves." 
In  the  same  paper  is  an  advertisement  from  Mr.  Wildey,  who 
describes  his  vehicle  as  "  an  elegant  Landau,  with  able  horses 
and  careful  driver ;  and  humbly  recommends  it  as  a  very  useful 
conveyance  to  and  from  the  Ball  and  Play.  Parties  wishing  to 
take  an  airing  with  it  may  be  accommodated."  This  attempt  at 
introducing  the  luxury  of  a  modem  fly  was  a  failure,  and  brought 
its  promoter  to  the  Bankruptcy  Court  in  twelvemonths  after- 
wards. 

A  remnant  of  the  days  when  the  town  enjoyed  its  village- 
like character  is  to  be  found  in  the  Fairs  and  Mops,  or  Statutes, 
still  continued  from  time  irti  memorial.  These,  according  to  old 
custom,  were  held  in  the  High  Street,  but  a  clause  in  the  new 
Improvement  Act  removed  the  standings  to  the  Market  Place. 
These  fairs  are  held  on  the  second  Thursday  in  April,  on  Holy 
Thursday,  the  6th  of  August,  the  Thursday  before  and  after 
Michaelmas-day,  the  second  Thursday  in  September,  and  the 
third  Thursday  in  December.  The  Michaelmas  Fairs  are  called 
Mops,  and  the  hiring  of  farm-servants  takes  place  at  them.  All 
kinds  of  cattle  and  provisions  are  brought  to  market.  The 
horses  are  collected  for  sale  at  the  top  of  Winchcomb  Street 
and  Albion  Street;  horned  cattle  and  sheep  near  Henrietta 
Street ;  and  pigs  in  the  Fleece  Yard.  The  Cattle  Fairs  have 
been  held  during  the  past  centuiy  in  various  localities,  and  are 
now  held  in  the  public  highways  mentioned,  until  some  more 
suitable  place  shaJl  be  provided. 
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Hie  dfo^}^  i?o<^:  during 't^  visit  of  Oeorgie  tlie  Hhiid  m 
1788  relates  the  change  the  iown  had  undergone  in  a  series  of 
paragraphs  as  follows : — 

"In  consequence  of  the  ovErflow  of  Cheltenham,  Tewkesbury 
and  Pjrestbury  Are  crowded.  Lod^ngs  have  increased  dn  such 
a  degree,  and  at  such  a  rate,  that  for  apartments  let  the  preceding 
^leason  at  4Aree  guineas,  no  less  than  twewty^five  ffuineas  per  week 
ha?e  been  asked  and  received." 

"Cheltenham  wiU  be  the  summer  village  of  all  that  is 
£Eishion&ble  and  all  that  is  dignified,  the  residence  of  the  royal 
family  being  a  thing  ^uite  new,  bo  far  from  the  metrc^olis. 
Already  we  hear  nothing  but  Cheltenham  modes*^the  Chelimham 
cap — the  OkeUen^am  bonnet — ^the  Cheltenham  butUms^Ah^ 
ChsUmham  buckles;  in  rshort,  all  the  fashions  are  complet^y 
Chelten/utmized  throi^ghout  Qreat  Britain.  The  approaching 
fashion  of  attending  the  ste^s  of /majesty,  will  coimplete  the 
of  its  prosperity." 

In  "A  Tour  to  CheHenham  Spa,"  edition  of  1805,  it  is  said 
that  "  The  market  is  on  Thursday,  when  butter  and  poultry,  are 
brought  from  the  neighbouring  villages ;  and  sinee  the  great 
increase  of  visitors,  the  country  people  bring  in  poultry,  and  the 
hucksters  bring  salmon,  eels,  gudgeons,  oi^p,  tench,  and  other 
£re6h  ivater  fish,  from  the  Severn  every  day  in  the  week  doriiig 
the  season ;  sand  in  the  months  of  July  and  August,  samlets  or 
botchexB  from  41b.  to  61b.  or  71b.  each ;  lobsters  or  cmy  fish  once 
or  Xwice  &  week,  hut  always  on  Tuesday  from  Oxford ;  soles  «nd 
other  sea  fish,  %  the  carriers  from  Bath.  Trout  and.  Jadk  may 
be  had  by  giving  orders  at  Cirencester." 

How  ohapged  sae  matters  since  tUis  was  recorded  1  By  iihe 
aid  of  that  mighty  power — steam,  the  Cheltenham  fishmonger 
can  now  supply  his  customers  with  the  choicest  qualities  dailyi 
One  ^9^  i  of  progress  was  the  election  of  a  Master  of  the 
Ceremomes,  The  number  of  visitors  in  1780  had  reached  to 
870,  aad  it  was  found  necessary  to,  secure  the  service  of  a  person 
who  could  regulate  iho  amusements.  iThe  first  choice  was  a 
fortunate  one  and  the  gentleman  selected  was  one  ev^  w^y 
qualified^  He  was  a  person  of  high  literary  attainments,  and 
was  the  author  of  ;the  fifst  "  CheltenluNn  Guide,"  Simeon 
Hoire^u,  £lsq.<,  retained  bis  situation  to  the  pedod  of  his  death 
ia  December.  1810.    He  had  the  honour  of  receiviog  his  Migpsigr 
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Gfcoi^  theTbird  on  the  occasion  of  bis  visit ;  and  on  his  Majesty's 
recovery  from  the  dangerons  illness  which  attacked  him,  soon 
after,  Mr.  Moreau  caused  gold  and  silver  medals  to  be  struck  to 
commemorate  the  happy  event.  He  lies  interred  in  the  centre 
of  the  Parish  Church.  A  plain  flat  stone,  on  which  is  simply 
inscribed  his  name,  his  office,  and  time  of  his  decease,  is  all 
that  denotes  his  resting  place.  His  successor  was  James 
King,  Esq  ,  of  Bath,  who  died  in  1816.  The  next  elected  officer 
was  A.  Fothringham,  Esq.,  whose  death  occurred  on  the  morning 
of  Saturday,  January  20th,  1820,  under  circumstances  t1;at 
deserve  a  passing  note.  His  lamented  lady  expired,  after  a 
short  illness,  on  the  previous  Sunday ; — and  at  the  very  moment 
when  the  hearse  arrived  to  convey  her  remains  to  the  grave,  his 
widowed  heart  gave  way  and  he  died  at  the  sight  of  the  mourning 
cortege.  On  the  Tuesday  following  they  were  interred  together 
at  Prestbury,  in  the  same  vault  wherein  five  of  their  children 
had  in  one  year  been  laid.  The  number  of  visitors  had  by  this 
time  so  far  increased  that  the  office  of  M.C.,  was  sought  far  as 
a  situation  that  was  both  hbnourable  and  remunerative.  Three 
candidates  now  offered  themselves — Charles  H.  Marshall,  Esq., 
Captain  Clough  and  Captain  Smith.  The  votes  recorded  were 
for  th*»  first  named  228,  for  the  second  200,  and  for  the  last  21. 
Mr.  Marshall  filled  the  office  until  1835.  On  Mr.  Marshall's 
resignation,  two  gentlemen  came  forward  as  candidates  for  the 
situation — Captain  Kirwan  and  Mr.  Sisson.  Captain  Kirwan, 
who  has  since  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieut-Colonel,  was 
elected  on  June  8th,  1835,  by  a  majority  of  235  votes,  and  is 
the  present  M  C. 

Aiiother  sign  of  the  town's  progress,  and  allied  to  the  office  of 
M.C.,  was  the  establishment  of  Assembly  Rooms  in  succession, 
first  small,  then  larger,  until  ultimately  the  present  one  #as 
erected,  which  for  its  size  and  period  of  erection  stands  without  a 
rival  in  England.  The  first  fashionable  gatherings  were  in  tne 
"  Long  Boom,"  at  tte  original  Spa,  next  were  the  **  Upper  and 
Lower  Rooms,'*  in  the  High  Street,  which  were  under  the  controul 
of  a  committee  of  amusements  elected  in  1791.  The  present 
Assembly  Rooms  were  first  opened  under  the  most  auspicious  mr- 
cumstances  on  the  evening  of  July  29, 1816,  upon  which  occasion 
the  immediate  patronage  and  presence  of  the  "Hero  of  a  hundred 
fights,"  graced  theoeremony.    It  is  indeed  an  kiterest^^  &et 
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that  tbese  magnificent  Rooms  were  publicly  opened  by  the  Duke 
and  Duchess  of  Wellington.  The  ceremony  was  attended  by 
1,400  of  the  aristocracy.  This  magnificent  suite  of  rooms  cost 
nearly  £60,000.  Eleven  costly  and  superb  chandeliers  are 
suspended  from  the  ceiling  of  the  great  Ball  Room,  which  has 
long  been  admired  for  its  extent  and  decorations.  The  ceiling 
and  walls  are  ornamented  with  relief  figures  of  exquisite  work- 
manship. At  the  Southern  end  of  the  room  is  one  of  the  largest 
windows  in  the  locality,  covering  nearly  the  breadth.  Pilasters 
with  Corinthian  capitals  are  arranged  on  all  sides.  The  cornice 
is  rich,  the  frieze  ornamented  with  groups  of  figures,  festoons, 
and  roses,  delicately  coloured.  The  ceiling  is  relieved  by  a 
great  variety  of  splendid  pateras,  enwreathed  with  entwining 
laurel  oak  and  vine  leaves,  with  clusters  of  grapes  intermingling. 
In  1861,  during  the  proprietorship  of  Mr.  Buckman,  the  Ball 
Room  was  re-embellished  with  great  taste  and  at  great  outlav. 
The  beautiful  and  delicate  frescos  are  brought  out  in  fine  relief' 
The  change  from  village  to  town  is  also  perceptible  in  the 
laying  down  of  stone  pavements,  and  the  introduction  of  street 
lamps.  Prior  to  the  Royal  visit  the  only  lights  of  a  night  were 
those  provided  by  Captain  Skillicorne,  and  these  were  to  be 
seeg  only  on  ball  nights,  in  the  avenue  leading  to  **  The  Long 
Room."  The  Commissioners*  Act  of  1786,  gave  them  the 
power  of  erecting  120  oil  lamps  in  the  public  streets,  which 
they  effected  in  the  following  year.  They,  however,  were  not  of 
a  brilliant  character,  for  the  contract  expresses  **  that  they  are 
to  bum  bright  only  one  hour  after  the  moon  rises."  The  local 
darkness  by  night  was  not  much  better. enlivened  in  more  recent 
times.  The  Chdtmham  Chronicle  of  1810,  contains  a  sugges- 
tion for  painting  the  street  posts  white  instead  of  black,  to 
prevent  acddent  by  night,  in  consequence  of  the  imperfect 
manner  in  which  th6  town  was  lighted.  The  application  of  gas 
laln)^  to  the  public  streets  was  made  in  1818,  under  a  special 
Act  of  Parliament,  and  for  many  years  afterwards  the  High 
Street  was  alone  lighted.  With  the  exception  of  the  Montpellier 
Pponnenade,  which  was  first  lighted  in  1825,  the  houses,  and 
streets  without  the  High  Street  were  not  provided  with  any 
means  of  lighting  except  at  the  expense  of  the  owners  or 
oeoapiers.  It  was  a  common  thing  to  see  the  evening  attendants 
atth^ParishOhuroh  who  resided  "cftitside  the  High  Street/' 
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(a8  the  rate-books  then  designated  it)  oan^ing  their  lighted 
lantern.  The  author  has  witnessed  the  Bev.  Sir  E.  Wolesele^y^ 
Bart.,  who  died  in  1852,  at  the  age  of  92,  regularly  psoceed 
with  a  lighted  lantern,  after  the  evening  service,  to  his  residence 
at  the  bottom  of  the  present  Eodney  Terrace,  followed  by  a 
domestic,  also  a  lantern  bearer.  This  now  lively  and  cheerful 
part  of  the  town,  thirty  years  ago  presented  a  very  rural 
appearance,  and  the  present  Woleseley  House  was  then  a  thatched 
cottage,  surrounded  with  trees  so  thickly  grown  that  scarce  a 
glimpse  of  a  residence  could  be  seen.  Woleseley  Terrace  occu- 
pies the  site  of  this  once  wild  and  rural  locale.  What  a  change 
has  taken  place  during  that  short  period  1  There  are  now  upwards 
of  800  lamps  lighted  by  gas,  and  extending  over  every  street  in 
the  parish,  at  a  cost  of  £4,299  annually. 

Another  proof  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  visitors  and 
residents  Is  to  be  found  in  the  size  and  abundance  of  Hotek 
and  Inns  which  now  stud  almost  every  principal  atreet.  This 
has  arisen  from  the  large  number  of  travellers.  In  the 
eighteenth  century,  *'  A  stage  coach  holding  six,  and  a  4il^nce 
carrying  three  passengers,"  were  tbe  only  means  of  conveyance 
from  the  metropolis  to  the  town,  and  then  the  passengers  weie 
set  down  at  Frog  Hill,'  on  the  London  Eoad,  a^  had  to  find 
their  way  as  they  best  could.  Since  then  upwards  bf  Seventy 
coaches  have  arrived  and  departed  from  Cheltenham  daily,  and 
the  steam  carriage  is  now  incessantly  pouring  in,  at  )t«ro  local 
Bailway  Stations,  its  hundreds  of  passengers  hourly  from  aU 
parts  of  the  world.  This  state  of  things  called  into  operation 
the  spirit  of  enterprise  in  the  erecUon  of  suitable  hotels.  FroUu 
the  many  that  belong  to  the  place  we  hove  selected  two  for 
illustration  on  account  of  their  architectural  featttrie&  and  lai^ 
extent.  The  Plough  is  the  oldest  establishment,  andis  mentioncNd 
in  the  accounts  of  the  town  long  prior  to  the  discovery  <tf  the 
Spa  Waters.  An  onginal  painting  is  pseserved,  vepreseBting 
it  as  it  stood  at  this  period.  This  picture  suggested  tbe  'larger 
ones  whidi  were  used  at  the  Centenary  Fete  at  Pittvil)e»  in 
1840,  and  which  represented  the  Plough  in  1733,  and  as  it  uaw 
stands. 

The  Plough  Hotel  has  been  gradmdly  increasing  in  size  and 
accommodation  ever  since  the  town  was  first  called  into  noiioe 
by  the  discovnry  ci  the  Mineral  Waters.    From  fint  tto.ktt 
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it  ha«  enjoyed  a  great  amount  of  patronage.  Even  so  earhr  «• 
1798,  in  "The  Cambrian  Directory,"  a  work  executed  Dy  a 
gentleman  after  a  tour,  it  is  said,  under  tlie  head  Cheltenham^ 
"Best  Inn— the  Plough  Hotel."  The  Plough  Hotel  has  been 
the  place  of  abode  of  some  of  the  most  distinguilhed  visitors 
who  have  honoured  the  town  wilfi  their  presence.  In  1886, 
when  Her  Majesty's  unde,  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  was  a 
sorjoumer,  His  Eoyal  Highness  selected  the  Plough  as  his  place 
of  residence,  and  expressed  his  satisiBction  upon  departing,  at 
the  excellent  character  of  the  arrangements. 


The  lai^sti  and  most  imposing  public  building  of  whiish  th6 
town  can  boast,  is  the  Qneen'sf  Hotel,  designed  by  K  W. 
Jerrard,  Esq.,  and  opened  as  an  Hotel  on  July  21,  1838.  The 
site  was  well  calcukled  to  display  the  arckiteetural  beauties  of 
this  noble  structu!re,  b^mg  situate  on  a  summit  commanding  a 
view  of  the  double  avenue  of  trees  forming  the  Promenade 
extending  to  the  High  Street,  and  ihoi  over  yerdtnt  range  of  the 
Cotsw^  Hitti'  in  the  distance,  altogether  one  of  the  most 
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beautiful  and  picturesque  situations  to  be  found  in  anjy  inland 
town  in' England,  The  Queen's  Hotel  has  a  grand  portico 
entrance,  combining  an  arcade  with  six  lofty  colunans  reposing 
on  it.  The  columns  and  entablature  are  imitations  of  the  Temple 
of  Jupiter  at  Borne,; — one  of  the  finest  structures  which  has  been 
preserved, of  Homan  architecture.  On  the  ground  now  occupied 
by  the  Queen's  Hotel  formerly  stood  the  Imperial  Spa,  a  building 
possessing  architectural  merit,  which  was  removed  to  its  present, 
position  in  the  Promenade,  to  give  place  to  its  more  lofty 
successor.  This  Hotel  Tiras  built  in  year  1837,  at  a  cost  of 
of  upwards  of  j640,000,  and  comprises  on  the  principal  and 
upper  floors,  70  best  bed  chambers,  30  servants'  sleeping 
apartments,  16  elegant  sitting  rooms,  richly  embellished,  and 
^  excellent  suites  of  apartments.  On  the  ground  floor  are  a 
noble  entrance  h^U  and  principal  staircase,  secondary  staircases, 
spacious  coff^ee-room,  50  feet  by  22  feet,  two  elegant  drawing 
rooms,  suite  of  four  handsome  apartments,  billiard  rooms,  and 
all  requisite  domestic  oflBices.  In  1852,  the  Hotel  having  been 
purchased  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Davis,  of  the  Promenade  Boarding 
House,  the  new  possessor  beautified  and  repaired  it,  both  within 
and  without.  The  new  proprietor  has  spared  no  expense  in 
embellishing  the  entire  building.  In  front  of  the  space  before 
the  entrance  are  two  fine  pieces  of  cannon  taken  at  Sebastopol 
in  1856,  and  erected  on  pedstals  at  a  cost  of  £300  to 
commemorate  the  names  of  distinguished  individuals  who  died 
in  the  war,  belonging  to  Cheltenham.  These  relics  of  war  were 
placed  in  their  present  position  after  a  public  procession  on  July 
5,  1858,  and  the  ceremony  of  inauguration  was  preformed  by 
Bear-Admiral  Sir  Maurice  Berkeley  now  Lord  Fitzhardinge,  and 
Col.  Berkeley,  M  P.  They  are  a  source  of  considerable  attraction 
to  visitors,  and  the  artisiic  skill  displayed  in  the  iron-work  upon 
which  they  are  elevated,  render  them  an  ornament  to  the  beautiful 
Promenade,  whose  view  they  terminate  at  the  highest  poii^t. 

**  We  are  moauted  at  last  with  due  honour  and  stat^ 
We  are  placed  where  the  high  bom,  the  lowly,  the  great, 
Eepass  us  so  often,  we  really  feel  prond, 
And  consent  to  be  silent  for  aye  to  the  cro^. 
We  are  captured  and  taken,  but  oh !  bv  my  aide 
Yonr  brightest,  your  noblest,  yoar  dear  ones  have  died, 
As  mementoes  of  these  we  are  destined  to  be 
In  Cheltenham  fair  hom«  of  the  brave  and  the  free.** 
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''  IC  tine  price  of  land  be  any  criterion  of  the  degree  of  esti«- 
mation  in  which  a  place  is  held,  a  late  sale  has  famished  a 
strong  presumption  that  Cheltenham  has  not  yet  attained  its 
full  size  and  consequence  ; — Of  three  small  orchards,  one 
containing  little  more  than  an  acre,  and  divided  into  two  lots^ 
w^  sdd  for  £1863  lOs. ;  another  about  an  acre  and  a  half  fo^ 
£1156  10s  ,  and  a  third  about  two  acres  for  £1188.  Total  for 
4^  s^cres,  £4208  1  We  remember  this  very  gronnd  selling  but 
a  few  years  ago  at  what  was  thought  a  high  price,  about  i690  an 
acre."'  {CheUenham  C%ro«tc^^,  July  20,  1809.)  "A  striking 
proof  of  the  increase  of  value  in  this  place — A  small  house  in 
the  High  Street,  which  was  let  20  years  back  for  JB12,  now 
returns  the  annual  rent  of  one  hundred  guineas." — {Cheltenham 
Chronicle,  1816).  The  tax  collector  also  appears  to  have  been 
benefitted  by  the  change. .  "  So  far  back  as  17  George  111,  the 
Spa  at  Cheltenham  was  made  the  first  instance  in  this  country 
of  a  rate  being  payable  on  any  portion  of  the  profits  of  mineral 
wd^Ax^'^—ffTeUerJ.  "Prosperity  of  Cheltenham.  —  It  has 
been  mentioned,  as  a  remarkable  proof  of  the  prosperous  con^ 
dition  of  this  town,  that  in  three  days  there  has  oeen  deposited, 
by  servants,  employees,  &c.,  in  the  Permim.ent  Mutual  Benefit 
Building  Society,  of  which  Mr.  J.  Downing  is  trustee^  no  less  a 
sum  than  &Zfi^^*' ---(Cheltenham  Examiner,  June  8,  1859.) 
The  publised  account  for  1860  of  this  B^efit,  Society  shows 
the  receipts  tor  the  year  to  have  been  £16,f  07  lis.  7d.,  and  the 
assets  £36,227  10s.  9d.  But,  perhaps  no  fact  can  more 
strikingly  illustrate  the  great  change  that  has  taken  plaee  in  the 
value  of  local  property  than  the  ancient  and  modern  wortb  of 
the  manorial  rights.  In  1628,  when  the  manor  waa  |>urchased 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  by  Mr.  Dutton,  the  sum  p^id  was  only 
£1200»  but  when  it  was  last  purchased  in  184^  it  realised 
£39,000 1  Another  instance  of  prosperous  reversion  was  thus 
announced  in  the  Cheltenham  Chronicle  in  1826 : — '*  In  the  tim^ 
of  Charles  the  Second,  the  great  grandfather  of  Mr.  Wood,  the 
banker  jat  Gloucester,  purchased  a  quantity  of  land  at  Cheltenham 
a|.  five  pounds  an  acre ;  which  same  land  the  latter  is  now  selling 
at  the  rate  of  1,000  guineas  per  acre.''  Mr.  Davies,  in  bis 
"  Cheltenham  Past  and  Present,"  remarks  that  in  1739,  "  Lady 
Stapleton  bad  built  for  her  private  residence  a  spacious  mansion, 
a  sboirt  distance  west  of  the  Church,  overlooking  in  the  direction 
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whichi  in  after  lime,  two  ^veiled  footpaths  conducted — the 
one  to  the  bridge  and  the  lower  end  of  St.  G^orge^s  Place^  and 
the  other  to  the  entrance  of  the  Old  Well  Walk,  whieh  was 
entered  orer  a  slight  draw^bridge  here  thrown  across  the  Ohelt. 
This  mansion,  then  called  the  'Great  Houses'  was,  after  her 
ladyship's  deaths  converted  into  a  boarding-house."  This  h^onse 
was  the  Clarence  Hotel,  and  stood  on  the  site  of  tl^Temporaiy' 
Church,  and  the^Eoyal  Grescenthas  been-bMlt  tiponChureh-mcad. 
According  to  a  drawing  int  the  possession  of  W.  N:  SHlicome, 
Esq.,  taken  in  1748,  it  woidd  seem  thAt  not  more'than  four 
hoaSes  of  any  description  were  then  scattered  over  a  ^  titict  of 
country  which  subsequoitly  became  the  sites  of=  the  Orescent, 
the  Promenades,  the  extensive  districts  of  the  MootpelHer, 
Stxffolk,  Bays  I^,  andLansdown  e8ta:tes,  with  the*  pc^ulous 
surrounding  neighboothoodfi^. 

Thus,  as  in  the  case  of  Weymouth  and  Brighton,  it  required 
the  countenatiee  of  Uoyalty  to  stamp  the  f^hion,  whibh  the 
Bang's  visit  did  in  1788 ;  since  when  Cheltenham  has  continued 
to  enjoy,  in  a  most  marked  degree,  the  patronage  of  the 
fashionable  world.  Indeed  visitors,  for  the  sdie  of  pleasure  and 
amusement^  are*  now  as  numerous  as  those  who  frequent  the  place- 
f(ir  their  health,  and,  as  Dr.  Qibney  remarks,  ^iKe  natural  capa- 
bilities of  the  town  aresuch  that  maaiy  have  beevt  tempted  td  make 
it  their  pemnanent  residence."  Cheltenham,  besides  being  t)ne  oV 
the  most  beautiful  towns  in  the  United  Kingdom,  ruMts  pre-^ 
eminently  as*  the  great  attnactmg  centre  of  fashiooaMe  resort; 
and  to  What' aire  these  its  peculiar  characteristics  to  be*  attributfed,^ 
but  to  th6%reat  pres^etfifinent  distinction  te  which  th6'  hi6althftil' 
qufitlities  of  its  twat^s  have  attained  P  These  qualities  have  not 
been  merely  tested  ibr  a  year  or  two,  they  have  not  just  rise»- 
iUlO  sudden  importance;  infto  a  mere  eph^nertd  notoriety,— ^h^ 
value  is'  the  tned  result  of  the  experience  of  a  oeirttiryi-*-4heit*' 
fame  and  their  "advuntagesinc»eAsing  as  time  pfogttfssesi  Ifot^ 
thb  midness  ofits  dimate,  ^  well  as  for  it»- native  waters;^ 
C^itenbAm  itkndt  alike  celebrated.  Its  vaki^like  situation' 
shekei^s  it  frdm'the  stormy  bkst  andWiUtiy  diM,  and  thehdtseses' 
bemg  for  the  most  part  detached,  a  free  current  of  air  is  spread 
through  all  parts  of  the  town.  Chckenham  is  'situated  in  6il*^ 
Srw.  l«t.,  Mid  2^  (V-  W'long,    The  main  boi^ of  tltet<3(Wn^ lies 
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m  an  extensite  basin  open  on  tlfae  Sioiilk  and'  Sonftli  West ;  tliis 
basin  is  195  feet  abote  ihb  lerel  of  the  sea,  and  195  feet  abore 
the  level  of  the  city  of  Gtoncester.  The  nmny  eaoses  whieb 
rendered  Cheltenham  so  famous  induced  visitors :  to  become 
residents,  and  thrts  led  td  improrements  of  an  unparalleled  Idnd. 
During  the  past  80  years,  crescents,  terraoes,  promenades,  spas^ 
and  public  edifices,  have  foUoired  each  otirer  in  rapid  aacoession, 
untD  the  whole  ground  witldn  the  parish  Hmits^^-which  ia  90 
miles  in  drcumferencc-^has  been  well  oceiq)ied. 

To  him  whoTs  worn  dowirwith  disease^--^hose  frame  bespeaks 
knguor  and  prostrated  pais--^  thecKmate,  waters;  amusemoits, 
and  faehionable  promenades  of  this  modem  Qjr^efa  present 
unrivalled  attractions.  T%e  spas,  with  their  beautiM  and 
seeluded  walks,  and  fine  architectural  bcdlding8,-^the  public 
balls'— the  horticultural  shows-— the  gala  fetes — ^the  annucd  races' 
— the  concerts— and  the  extensite  hnnthig  studs  of  the  locality, 
idi  combine  to  produce' pleasing  sensations,  and  to  relieve  the 
pains  of  the  invaKd.  Bitt,  we  should  do  injustiee  to  our  subject, 
did  we  not'  state  that  Cheltenham  has  also  other  and  higher 
characteiistics  to  recomm^d  it,  besides  those  just  enumerated. 
We  adlhde'to  the  variety  of  its  placea  of  worshipi  supplied  with 
iidthful  and  eloquent  pastor8^M;o  itS' large  educational  establish- 
ments—to4ta  libraries  and  reading  rooms,  and  to  the  advantages 
which  its  vicinity  affords  for  studying  the  sciences  of  Geology 
and  Botany.  When  we  reflect  upon  the  many  important 
results,  we  feel  amazed  at  the  transformation  which  Cheltenham 
has  undergone  from  the  mere  village  to  the  most  fashionable 
town  in  Europe.  We  look~bacFupon  the  revolutions  of  the  last 
century,  and  ask  ourselves  if  it  be  not  a  dream  of  the  past,  but 
our  researches  tell  us  that  it  i^  a  reality.  O^  a  truth  we  may  say  of 
Cheltenham  that  it  stands' a  liting  monument  of  unparalleled  pros- 
perity and  celebrily,  acquired  by  the  intrinsic  merit  of  its  native 
waters. 

**  Tea  all  art  tf^&f  tlnft  markM  tbemnl  scene*! 

No  more  thy  groTes  and  orchards  meet  the  eye, 
And  where  the  humble  Tillage  once  had  been, 

Stand  now  tbj  scolptnred  buildings  tow'ring  high, 
JmA  igflded  epii^t  that  din[ib'tb»  atof  slyv 

And  sweeping,  terra^e^  jeuuI  gc^miA>  fi«radiesi  t 

And  circling  crescents  I    Oh,  what  place  can  vie 

Y^htby  fkii^aTeniies  and  cooting  shades, 
OtiboM^raoh  beaiitooi»fonis  Mifa^MgDhy  pnmtmd^t^ 

Bifim^i  (kk  to  OhtUmktm. 
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.  We  hciTe  thus  directed  utt^tion  to  Cbelte^il^m  past  «ad 
present.  We  have  seen  that  a  ceptuiy  s\n(fe  it  presented  all  the 
i^pearance  of  a  rural  village.  It  was  then  as  much  admired  for 
its  picturesque  and  rustic  character^  as  it  now  is  for  its  varied 
and  beautiful  buildings.  The  gi'eat  tran&formatiQii  which  the 
place  has  undergone  can  be  inferred  from  evidence  within  the 
reach  of  all.  Cheltenham  originally  owed  its  prosperity,  both 
to  the  accidental  discovery  of  its  mineral  waters,  and  to  its. 
village-like  nature.  Its  walks  were  then  its  charm.  The  best 
proof  that  can  be  adduced  of  the  high  celebrity  in  which  it  has 
been  so  long  held  is  the  many  distinguished  persons  who  have 
made  it  the  place  of  their  sojourn.  Perhaps  no  watering  place 
in  England  can  show  a  gi^eater  amount  of  public  patronage  than 
this  town  has  received,,  as  the  next  chapter — devoted  to  an 
account  of  "  The  Visits  of  Eminent  Persons" —  will  fully 
demonstrate,  The  names  still  used  for  houses  and  streets  are 
memorials  of  the  sojourn  of  the  great  and  wealthv,  and  indicate 
the  localities  where  they  resided  and  the  titles  which  they  held, 
such  as  Fauconberg,  Essex,  Clonbrock,  Chester,  Manchester, 
Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Berkeley,  Wellington,  Eegent,  Portland, 
Clarence,  Devonshire,  Adelaide,  Beaufort,  Bedford, .  Brunswick, 
Camden,  Cambridge,  Exmouth,  Gloucester,  Grosvenor,  Vernon, 
Jersey,  Lansdown,  Northwick,  Oxfprd,  Sussex,  Sydney,  York, 
Buckingham,  Monson,  Gordon,  Marlborough,  Salisbury, 
Stamford,  Warwick,  Wolesley,  Powers-Court,  Somerset,  &c. 


CHAPTER  XVn. 

Vi%ii%  of  Eminent  persons. 


THE  celebrity  which  Cheltenham  has  enjoyed  since  the  first 
discovery  of  its  Mineral  Waters,  is  strikingly  apparent 
from  the  number  of  eminent  persons  who  have  visited  it.  Here 
have  repaired  Royalty  from  the  troubles  of  State— *the  warrior 
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from  the  fatigue  of  the  battle-field — the  author  from  the  confine- 
ment  of  a  literary  life.  Many  of  these  sojourners  rank  amongst 
the  most  influential,  personages  of  modern  Europe^  and  they 
have  put  on  record,  in  many  instances,  the  favourable  impression 
which  the  natural  beauties  of  the  town  presented  to  their  minds. 
So  early  as  the  year  1781,  seven  years  before  the  Boyal  visit,  a 
number  of  the  then  visitors  published  a  poetical  volume  entirely 
devoted  to  a  description  of  the  native  attractions. .  One  of  these 
productions  terminatea  with  an  invitation — 

<*  To  tante  the  pleasure  Cbelt'oliam  yields, 
To  breathe  its  air  and  ran^re  its  fields ! 
Here  all  live  friends ;  oo  low-bom  pride 
E'er  tries  despotic  to  preside : 
Society  here  eotwines  its  wreaths, 
Grood  natnre  o'lir  our  meeting  hreathes ; 
Its  magic  look  the  whole  ^bey. 
Whether  at  paiop,  at  ball,  or  olay. 
And  deep  in  Cheltenham's  hallow*d  boVrs, 
The  grave  might  spend  their  serioas  hoars ; 
The  gay  no  languor  can  inyade. 
The  poet  here  may  coiut  the  shade, 
The  Dean  on  smiling  beanty  stare. 
And  pale  misfortnne  dry  its  tear.** 
Chaltenham,  1781.  J.  W-w-a. 

Another  very  long  poem  devoted  to  a  detail  of  the  Old  Well 
Walk,  with  its  beautiful  avenue  of  elms,  then  young  and 
flourishing,  concludes— 

**  Bat  see  I  aBQther  blest  retreat, 

A  oQQaecrated  ahade ; 
"Where  neither  rain,  nor  dog-star  heat, 

Can  tonch  the  swain  or  maid  I 
The  friendly  shade  fair  Umes  oonpose. 

Whose  branches  well  unite ; 
And  monarchs  sure  might  enyy  those 

Who  share  the  calm  delight. 

^  tome  the  joys  of  London's  town, 

Aad  conrtly  pomps  i^mire; 
Or  wreathe  at  Baths  soft  pleasore^s  crown, 
'     '  If  foch  ambition  fire; 

Indnlge  me.  Heavens  I  1  ask  no  more. 

On  this  dear  spot  to  dwell ; 
And  taste  of  health  th*  untainted  store; 
That  flows  roniid  Chell*nham  Well.** 
qheltenha^  1781 
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We  have  the  hi^blest  Satisfaction  of  here  xecorditig  the  visits 
of  many  noble  and  celebrated  persons  to  this  "Queen  of 
Watering  Places,'"  commencing  with  one  so  notable  and  eventftd 
in  its  results — the 

VISKT  Of  KDHJ&  G»OBW  m. 

It  was  a  momentous  day  in  the  Wstory  of  moderpfCWdtinhte 
when  the  bells  of  the  Parish  CHiirch  rang  to  welcome  the  royal 
visit.  Moreau,  the  first  Master  of  the  Ceremonies,  hieis  th'us 
minutely  recorded  the  arrival  of  King  George  the  Third  :— "  In 
1788,  the  King  having  been  advised  by  hi» physician,  Sir  George 
Baker,  to  drink  thetwatsicof  Cheltenham  Spa,;  on  the  I2th  of 
July,  at  seven  in  the  morning,  their  Majesties*,  wilh  the  Princess 
Boyal,  Augusta,  and  EGzaheth,  left  Windsor  and  proceeded  to 
the  Earl  of  Harcourt's,  at  Nundiam^  in<  Oxfotrdshire,  where  they 
stopped  about  two  hours.  They,  alter  that,  renewed  their 
journey  to  Cheltenham,  which  they  reached  ab(^ul  five.  Earl 
Falconberg's  house  at  Bays  Hill  was  prepared  for  them,  and  the 
Earl  and  Countess  of  Conrtown  were  r«?at^  tp  receive  them. 
In  their  tour,  thejf  were  attended  by  Lady  Weymouth,  the  Hon. 
Cok  Digby,  and  Col.  Gwynne.  It  may  be  verfv  readily  enn- 
ceived  that  the  sight  of  a  Sovereign  so  well  beloved  must  inspire 
uiuversal  gladness ;  and  ^very  testimooy.of  affectioa/wav shown 
onthe  ooeasipu*.  Crowds  of  p^c^  were<«ssembled»,i^Dd>th«r 
bells  were  rang  at  most  places  on  the^jroad'; ;  lui.  iroiPlBiiji^^ 
number  thronged  in  the  streets  of  Cheltenham,  the  bells  pro- 
claimed the  joyful  intelligenfiei.  mi»ie<;  paradedt  idie  street,  and 
the  festivity  was  concluded  wiHi  a  genend' dlumination,  and 
plentiful  though  not  blameabt^  or  licei^t!6us  libations  to  the 
health  of  George  IIL.  the  Queea,  and  tfaei  Boyd  Family.  On 
the  14th,  the  King  in  the  inorning  be^^n  io'  drink  the  water, 
and  continued  its  usef  for  ft  month;  he  was  (Constantly  at  the 
Spa  a  little  after  six  in  the  morning,  when  he  drank  a  glass  of 
water,  and  then  walked  half  an  htlmr  vritif  the  Queen  and 
Princess,  who  lUcewise, used  the  wat^r..  After > the  walk,  the 
King  took  a  second  glass,  and  ationt  iiali^pafst  7  the  Boyal  party 
returned  to  Falconberg-house,  the  Qileen  and  Princess  in  the 
carriage,  and  his  Msgesty  on  fool«  About  eleven,  the  King  was 
constantly  on  horse^badc,  attended  by  Lord  Gdurtown  and  Col. 
Digby,  and  followed  by  two  of  the  grooms :   fte  Qjlfmh:  udd 
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Brincess  followed  in  two  coaohes,  atten^^  by;  sevranU :  Le^y 
Ado  B^asi^se,  the  amiable,  daughter  oif  Earl  Falpouberg,  con- 
staoUy  aceonipanied  the  Princess.  About  two,  they  returned; 
at  four  they  dined^  and  at  seren  appeared  in  the  walks.  Their 
rides  w-ere  generally  on  the  hills  to  .the  east  of  the  town,  but 
they  frequently  expended  their  rides  to  the  cities,  towns,  and 
neoghbouring  aeats.  On  th#  Sunday,  the  Koy^l  Family  attended 
DiTineMservice  at  the  Parish  €hurch::  Dr.  Halifai^,  bishOip^Qf 
Glonceatei:,  preached.  On  Satur4ay«  Auguat  1^,  they  left 
Chelteiilianit  about  «ight  in  the  morning ;  they  dro^e  very  slowly 
through, the  town.  The  principal  inhabitants,  and  the  .nobility 
and  gentry  who  were  Tisitorsiweret  assembled  on  both  sides  of 
the  street  opposite  the  Plough.  When  the  King  and  Queen 
passed  bv,  there  was  a  very  affecting  scene :  the  King  and  Queen 
alternately  on  both  sides  the  coach  taking  their  leave,  and  the 
aseemblad  multitude,  with  silent  aad  dutiful  re^peot^  re? ereotly 
bowing  to  ajnonarch  who  had  condueted  himself  towards  ,them 
with  the  courtesy  of  a  igentleman  without  kiting  the  d^ni^y  of  a 
King.  The  music  of  theiown  played  '  God' save  the  King/  in 
slow  time,  and  the  band  of  the  «2Slth  B^gLment  i  answered  in 
teapoQses.     Thus  ended  the  Hqyal  visit  to  Cheltenham." 

When  King  George  III.  and  famijiy  wexe  visitu^  jithe  towi^, 
they  regularly  attended  Divine  Worship  at  the  Parish  Church. 
I&  the  JKbfriii;;^  Fo9t  of  Judy  IBth,  11  S»,  h  the  following 
account : — 

"^CheUonham,  .Sunday. 

*'  frhia4aomiQg  th&King,  ;Que^,  and  Pracoases  albended  the 
Spa,i>aind  walked^]&om  Fauconberg  >HalL  to  the  Church.  Tiiey 
were  reseoved  ait. the  door  by  the  Bishop  of  Worcester  aad  the 
Ber/Mr.  iFseeman,  Sector  of  th^  parish.  This  day  the  choir  of 
li^act  aisgera  mustered  up  courage,  and  performed  two  Psalma. 
Th0i84th».  ^  Mow  |>leasant  .ad?e  it^y .  dwellings,  Loard,'  was  a  ve^ 
good  couj^»ipa]:t  oompositioin,  and,  mih  ikeJuHp  qf  a  ^^  ^§ood 
&Mto(Hi,  waaifl^ormedin  a  style. superior. to  anything  that/could 
b^fiOEpected*  Their  Majesties  ftsemed  lo  be  veiy.  much/pleased. 
as  tbDae»performett$  had  luot  jresolution  ^enough  last  Sunday  to 
peifovDB.  The .  Sector :  had  the  i  konour.  of  .preachiiig  the  Sermon 
— text,  Mathew  xxv.,  ver.  J^<9.  A£t»  Uie  Sermon  the  Bisho]) 
lad.B^otw  walked,  before,  their  .Ms^esties  to.  the  end  of  the 
Qbiireii^ardyiand<4ihen»bow^<and.tookilQav»»  ^e^ftoyalvititaBto 
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walked  into  the  High  Stireet,  attended  by  ia  great  nnmber  of 
persons,  particularly  young  men  and  maidens  from  the  country, 
and  then  came  to  Coffee  House  Yard,  they  turned  up  the  passage 
and  paid  a  visit  to  Lady  Mary  Boulby.  They  staid  in  her 
ladyship's  apartments  upwards  of  an  hour,  when  they  returned 
through  the  fields  to  dinner.  In  the  evening  the  usual  walk  in 
the  fields,  with  a  vast  concourse  of  %ell-dressed  persons.  Ther 
King  was  dressed  as  usual,  plain  blue,  with  the  same  brownbob, 
the  Queen  and  Princesses  very  plain,  their  bonnets  only  com- 
manded attention — her  Majesty's  and  the  Princess  Royal's  very 
elegantly  trimmed  with  light  green  and  white  ribbons;  an 
improvement  upon  the  Turc  bonnets,  the  Princess  Augusta  and 
Elizabeth,  bonnets  of  straw,  trimmed  in  the  same  taste,  with 
light  blue." 

On  the  previous  Sunday,  the  Eoyal  family  had  attended  the 
Church,  and  although  the  local  choir  *'  had  not  resolution  enough 
to  perform,"  yet  by  way  of  compensation,  the  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  celebrated  Dr.  Halifax,  bishop  of  Gloucester. 

Madame  D'Arblay,  one  of  the  maids  of  honour  to  her 
Majesty,  and  who  accompanied  the  suite,  published  a  *  Diary, ^' 
from  which  we  here  give  extracts : — 

She  says  "  that  the  crowd  gathered  together  upon  the  road^ 
waiting  for  the  King  and  Queen  to  pass,  was  immense,  and 
almost  unbroken  from  Oxford  to  Cheltenham.  Every  town  and 
village  within  twenty  miles  seemed  to  have  been  deserted,  to 
supply  all  the  pathways  with  groups  of  anxious  spectators. 
Yet,  though  so  numerous,  so  quiet  were  they,  and  so  new  to  the 
practices  of  a  hackneyed  mob,  that  their  curiosity  never  induced 
them  to  venture  within  some  yards  of  the  Boyal  carriage,  and 
their  satisfaction  never  broke  forth  into  tumult  and  acclafnation. 
Their  Majesties  travelled  wholly  without  guard  or  slate. 

'^  When  we  arrived  at  Cheltenham,  which  is  almost  all  one 
street,  extremely  long,  clean,  and  well-paved,  we  had  Ui  turn  out 
of  the  public  way  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  to  prooeed  to 
Fauconberg  Hall,  which  my  Lord  Pauconberg  has  lent  for  the 
King's  use,  during  his  stay  at  this  place.  :       / 

"  It  is,  indeed,  situated  in  a  inbst  sweet  spot,  snmmnded 
#Hh  lofty  hills  beautifully  Vari^ted,  md  bounded^  fyH  H^ 
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pmcipal  object,  with  the  bills  of  Malvern,  wbicb,  here  baiten 
and  there  cultivated — ^bere  all  chalk  and  there  all  verdure — 
}eroinded  me  of  Box-hill,  and  gave  me  an  immediate  sensation 
of  reflected  as  well  as  of  visual  pleasure,  from  giving  to  my  new 
habitation  some  resemblance  to  Norbury  Park. 

"  When  we  had  mounted  the  gradual  ascent  on  whidh  the 
house  stands,  the  crowd  all  round  it  was  as  one  head !  We 
stopped  within  twenty  yards  of  the  door,  uncertain  how  to 
proceed.  All  the  Royals  were  at  the  Windows ;  and  to  pass  this 
multitude — ^to  wade  through  it,  rather — was  a  most  disagreeable 
operation.  However  we  had  no  choice ,  we  therefore  got  out, 
and,  leaving  the  wardrobe  women  to  find  their  way  ^o  the  bajk 
door.  Miss  PlUnta  and  I  glided  on  to  the  front  one,  where  we 
saw  the  two  gentlemen,  and  where,  as  soon  as  we  got  up  the 
steps,  we  encountered  the  King.  He  inquired  most  graciously 
concerning  our  journey ;  and  Lady  Weymouth  came  down  stairs 
to  summon  me  to  the  Qneen,  who  was  in  excellent  spirits,  and 
said  she  would  show  me  her  room.  *  This,  ma'am  ! '  cried  I, 
as  I  entered  it — 'hthis  little  room  for  your  Majesty?'  *0, 
stay,'  cried  she,  laughing,  *  stay  till  you  see  your  own  before  you 
call  it  little  ! ' 

•*  Soon  after,  she  sent  me  up  stairs  for  that  purpose ;  and 
then,  to  be  sure,  I  began  to  think  less  diminutiviely  of  that  I 
had  just  quitted.  Mine,  with  one  window,  had  just  space  to 
crowd  in  a  bed,  a  chest  of  drawers,  and  three  small  chairs. 
The  prospect,  however,  from  the  window  is  extremely  pretty, 
and  all  is  new  and  clean.  A  little  parlour,  which  had  formerly 
belonged  to  Lord  Fauconberg's  housekeeper,  is  now  called  mine, 
and  here  Miss  Planta  and  myself  are  to  dine.  But  for  tea  we 
fdrtned  a  new  plan ;  as  Mr.  Fairly  had  himself  told  me  he 
understood  there  would  be  no  tea-table  at  Cheltenham,  I  deter- 
mined to  stand  upon  no  ceremony  with  Colonel  Gwynn,  but 
fairly  and  at  once  take  and  appropriate  my  afternoons  to  my 
own  inclinations.  To  prevent,  therefore,  any  surprise  or  alter- 
cation, we  settled  to  have  our  tea  up-stairs.  But  then  a 
difficulty  arose  as  to  where.  We  had  each  equally  small  bed 
rooms,  and  no  dressing  room,  but  at  length  we  fixed  on  the 
passage,  near  a  window  looking  over  Malvern  Hills  and  much 
beittltifttl  countty.  But  Ifet  m6  give  yoa  now  an  account  of  the 
house  and  accommodations.     On  the  ground  floor  there  (^^'b^^* 
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large  jind  yery  pleasant  room,  wUcb  k  made  the  dining  parlour. 
The  King  and  Boyal  Family  ako  breakfast  in  it,  by  themadves, 
except  the  Xiady-in- waiting,  Lady  Weymouth.  They  sup  there 
also,  in  the  same  manner.  The  gentlemen  only  dine  with  ihem« 
I  find.  They  are  to  breakfast  ¥rith  us,  to  drink  tea  where  they 
will,  and  to  sup — -where;  they  can^  and.I  rather  fam?y,  from  what 
I  have  yet  seen,  it  wilJ  be  commonly  wLuh.good  Duke  Humphrey. 
A  small  but  very  neat  dressing  room  for  his  Majesty  is  !on  the 
other  side  the  hall,  and  my  little  parbur  is  the  third  and  oalj 
other  room  on  the  ground  floor;  so  you  wiU  not  tbdnk  our 
Monarch,  his  consort  .and  offspring,  take  up  too  .much  of  the 
land  called  Uieir  own. 

"  Over  this  eatiiig  parlour,  xxn  ike  first  floor,  is  '<fehe  Queen's 
dsawipg  room,  in  which  she  is  obliged  to  dress  iMsd  to  undress, 
for  she  has  no  toilette  apartment  I  Whp^  after  that,  can  repine 
at  any  inconvenience  here  for  the  houselioldP  Here  after 
breakfast  she  sits  with  her  daughters  imd  her  lady,  and  Lady 
Courtown,  wbo,  with  her  lord,  is  lodged  in  the  towm  of  Chelten- 
ham. And  here  they  drink  tea,  and  live  till  supper  time.  Over 
the  King's  dressing  room  is  his  bed  room,  and  over  n^  store 
room  is  the  bed  room  of  the  Princess  Royal ;  and  here  ends  the 
first  floor.  The  second  is  divided  and  sub-divided  into  bed 
rooms,  which  are  thus  occupied.  Princess  Augusta  and  Princess 
Elizabeth  sleep  in  two  beds  in  the  lai^est  room.  .Xia4y 
Weymouth  occupies  that  next  laifgest  in  siee.  Miss  Planta  and 
n^yself  have  two  little  rooms  built  over  the  King's  bed  room ; 
and  Mrs.  Sandys  and  Miss  Maoentomb,  and  Lady  Weymouth's 
maid>  have  the  rest.  This  is  the  whole  hous^ !  Not  a.uumbut 
the  King  sleeps  in  it  I 

"A  house  IS  taken  inihe  town  Jot  Mr.  Fairly  and  Colonel 
Owynn,  and  there  lodge  several  of  the  servants,  and  among 
them  Colnmb.  the  pages  sleep  va  out^houses.  Even  the 
housemaids  lodge  in  the  town,  a  ^[uaarter  of  a  mile  or  more  from 
the  house  1 

"Lord  Courtown,  as  comptroller  of  the  household,  ,actt  here 
&r  the  King,  in,  distributii^g  his  royal  bounty  to  ihe  wdls, 
rooms,  libra^ — the  identical  librae  from  whic^  I  now  write* 
and  which  assumed  its  /appellation  of .  i^oyal  from  this  very 
circumstance — ^and  elsewhere.  .  He  has  sent  around  T^.m^gni- 
fioentjy. 
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**  We  are  surrounded  by  pleasant  meadows,  in  which  I  mean 
to  walk  a  great  deal.  They  are  so  quiet  and  so  safe,  I  can  go 
quite  alone ;  and  when  I  have  not  a  first-rate  oompanion,  my 
second  best  is — none  at  all  I 

**  Monday,  July  14th. — ^This  morning  I  was  again  up  at  five 
o'clock,  Miss  Planta  having  asked  me  to  accompany  her  to  the 
wells.  The  Queen  herself  went  this  morning,  at  six  o'clock, 
with  his  Majesty.  It  is  distant  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
Lord  Fauconberg's. 

**  Cheltenham  possesses  a  charm  for  those  resident  in  it,  or 
merely  sojourning  for  a  time,  more  especially  as  by  reason  of 
the  Eroyal  visit,  streets,  buildings,  and  thoroughfares  have 
acquired  their  present  names,  which  perpetually  recall  it  to  the 
mind.  I  have  elsewhere  alluded  to  the  '  wooden  house ;'  here 
we  have  the  fuU  particulars  relating  to  it.  Friday,  August 
1st.-— This  was  a  very  busy  day;  the  Puke  of  York  was 
expected,  and  his  fond  father  had  caused  a  portable  wooden 
house  to  be  moved  from  the  further  end  ol  Cheltenham  town 
up  to  join  to  Fauconberg  Hall.  The  task  has  employed  twenty 
or  thirty  men  almost  ever  since  our  arrival,  and  so  laborious, 
slow,  difficult,  and  all  but  impracticable  had  it  proved,  that  it 
was  barely  accomplished  before  it  was  wanted.  There  was  no 
room,  however,  in  the  King's  actual  dwelling,  and  he  could  not 
endure  not  to  accommodate  his  son  immediately  next  himself. 

*'  His  joy  upon  his  arrival  was  such  joy  as  I  have  only  seen 
when  he  arrived  first  from  Germany ;  I  do  not  mean  it  was 
equally  violent,  or  alas  1  equally  unmixed,  but  yet  it  was  next 
and  nearest  to  that  which  had  been  most  perfect.  Mr.  Bunbury 
attended  Ms  Boyal  Highness.  We  had  all  dispersed  from 
breakfast,  but  the  King  came  in,  and  desired  me  to  make  him 
some.  Mr.  Fairly  had  brought  him  to  my  little  parlour,  and 
having  called  Columb,  and  assisted  in  arranging  a  new  breakfast, 
he  lefk  us,  glad,  I  suppose,  of  a  morning  to  himself." 

This  ''  Diary,"  while  it  gives  the  fullest  account  we  have  of 
the  Boyal  visit,  at  the  same  time  illustrates  the  smallness  of  the 
town,  and  how  little  it  was  then  adapted  to  receive  visitors. 
Queen  Charlotte's  maid  of  honour  has  also  published  in  h^ 
"  Diary"  these  incidents.  We  give  an  extract  which  exUibits 
the  simple  mode  of  conversation  adopted  by  royalty : — 
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"Tl^JK«igK3^»0;fariK)itlieiW)Qmaiid«ld,  *SD,Ji»{Jfc.  Fairly 
.fgW)P ' 

"  'MOi  sir ;  he'^  vi^  bad  this,  woraing.' 

"  *  What's  the  matter  P— His  faoeP  ' 

" '  ]i^P>  ^U>i)ie  hftsigot  itibe  igont.  Tiicie  naiexn,  .)ke  thinks, 
tpve  brought  it  on. ' 

"'Wiftt^ipju^fooir 

"  *  yes, sir ; ifeeiPi j[iate>i«nie ; ihisioQt isiswdlad^pKwiigiQfWly.' 

** '  So  he's  quite  knocked  up  !     Can't  h^^QVOfi  ojwfc?  ^ 

''*Nq,  sir;  be'js .obliged  iojorder^  gauty  abote ^jMui  .stay  at 
hpme  jEq^d  autae.' 

"  The  K.iog  deolaved  the  Cheltenham  watejas  were  adsiixahle 
.friends  to  the  oojftstitutiK^,  by  bringing  disorders  out  ^  like 
habit.  Mr*  Fairly,  he  daiid*  lu^  not  been  well  for  aome  itime, 
and  a  s]nart  M  of  tha.gout  might  set  him  (all  to  rigbtsitgain. 

'*  Mm,  ijiought  I,  a,sni£^.fiit  of  ithe  gout  in  a  lonely  lod^ng 
at  a  wat^-drinking  pliMse  i  " 

'*The  King  and  Queen  ivralk^d  imthe  itame  sl^ateas  osx  tike 
terrace  at  W^sor,  toUowed  by  .the  three  Pianoesses  apd  tipeir 
attendants.  J)7erybody  stopp^. and, stood  up.as  they  pasaed, 
or  «8  they  ^pped  tbomselv^esto  apeak  Ux  any. of  .the^xnpany>" 

Mftdfime  D'Arblay,  the  anth^re^p /pf  the  ".Diary/^  fWSfu^a 
Mills BurpjEy,  the  daughter tftf  Jk* Bnrm^, Ah^w^hsurpf .p»^^f 
the  ewly  mempirs  pf .  the  great  Handel.  Eauoonhprg  tfiouse, 
wh^e  the.goyal  family  resided,  was  looated  on  Bi\ViS  Hill,  ./and 
^as  built  by  Mr.  Skillicorne  in  ll^X*  FnQif^it,  ^asia.^e 
pcwwflAding  view  of  the  entire  ooimtry.  At. that  ^e  ,tiie 
.whole  of  the  prensent  Says  JiiU  Estate  was  pasture  iand,  .i»ter- 
.sected  with  shady  .proves,  and  ornaiaented /With  fine  wa4  wide- 
^pr^ftding  trees.  The  fioypl  mansion  ^99  therefpre  *urrpttnd«d 
.^iih;a^natwr{dji^.k,tand  must  hove  he$^  .»  delightful  ehnnge 
from  a  metrpppMtun  PalApe.  Thi«  .xnan8i#P  >  hfts  pi^  refi^y 
been  pulled  down,  and  our  sketch,  engraved  from  a  drawing 
kindJy  supplied  by  W.  j!^.  SkiUiooine,  1)94.,  represents  it  jts  it 
:atoQd<  Wje  also  gife  jt^o  other  f^)»tiQ  iUn^t^aUons,  one  of 
.  /mhkh  ^howa^a  view  of  the  towm  &om  the  iKang's  ihouae  at  the 
•tinve  of  othe  Soyal  residence^  ^iamoiher  J^ken  toTnitheuppt^ns 
it  no^  9ti^ids  studded  with/Xip^anfion^.  Xhe  ifusnJA»re  /uaod  -by 
the  BoyalMoniTPh  waasioM  l£6£»^j9y^li^^^ilUr, 
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andpiany  "selios  of  Royalty"  wtare  scaUerediiaioiig'YoDeoiGas. 
The  antique  bedstead  on  which  his  Majesty  slept  dxtrng  Ms 
aqjosm,  paased  into  theiiands  of  E.  Finden,  Esq.,  of  PKstbtury. 


ie^*^^^^ 


"The  bedstead  on  inihich  Geoi^  III.  stept,  wh^  vi^itibg 
.ChjslteBham  in  the  year  1786,  was  sold  by  Mr.  Jaimes  Yil^r,  tit 
-Bn  aaetion  At  Fielding's  Victoria  Hotel,  Winch«omb  Street,  on 
Wednesday.  The  puiihaser  mm  F.  Fiftden,  Esq.,  lE^f  Prestbitiy." 
-^^'^(MeUeitkam  Journal,  J  uly^  1 8^6.  A  dressing  table  of  curiiotts 
^design,  and  of  oak,  belonging  to  the  King's  "  small  retom'' 
jBcntioned  in ilhe  "Diary,"  is  possessed  by  the  aatlmr.  The 
jglaas  which  the  Bqyal  Monarch  rognlarly  drank  from  aft  the  Old 
Wells  as  'Still  pj^served  at  thtat  est^lishmeiit. 

The  impression  which  the  scenery  of  €hehetiham  made  upoti 
ithe  Royal  mind  is  strikingly  apparent  from  an  incident  whic& 
jocosmred  some  time  afterwards,  "in  1788,  when  George  III. 
was  at  Weymouth,  he  was  enjoying  his  evening  walk  on  the 
•Esplanade,  when  suddenly  encountering  a  face  which  he  1necc>g- 
.niiied,  he  desired  one  of  hi»^  suite  to  reqoest  to  know  if  tbe 
/gentleman  was  not  from  Cheltenham.  The  gentleman  in 
qoestion. having  advanced,  was  introduced  ^  his  Majeflty,  Who 
seemed  delighted  at  an  opport«mity  of  making  many  almost 
4Mtttflnai'6nqmiiieft  with  nspeei  to  the  town,  its  piK9sp«rit^  laad 
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general  oondition ;  saying  with  peculiar  emphasis,  *  Ah,  you 
have  come  from  one  of  the  finest  counties  of  England,  and  good 
as  Dorsetshire  may  be,  it  can  bear  no  comparison  with  Chelten- 
ham and  the  vale  of  Gloucester,  the  finest  part  of  my  kingdom 
that  I  have  beheW  ''-^JFeller, 


YIEW  FEOM   BAYS   HILL,    1854. 

The  following  anecdotes  are  recorded : — "  One  day  he  rode 
out  to  Burley,  and  the  weather  being  rainy,  wore  his  great  coat. 
On  his  return,  he  overtook  a  farmer,  with  his  drove  of  sheep. 
His  Majesty  rode  with  him  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  conversing 
upon  the  value  and  properties  of  the  land,  and  the  prices  of 
sheep  and  cattle.  After  satisfactorily  answering  ail  his  Majesty's 
inquiries,  the  farmer,  grown  familiar,  asked  the  gentleman  if  he 
had  seen  the  King,  and  being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  he  no 
doubt  supposing  that  his  Majesty  always  appeared,  as  in  signs 
of  alehouses,  in  his  coronation  robes,  said,  *  Our  neighbours 
say  he  is  a  good  sort  of  a  man,  but  dresses  very  plain.' — *  Aye,' 
said  the  Kong,  '  as  plain  as  I  do,'  and  rode  on."  "  His 
Majesty's  servants  played  at  cricket,  (the  King  having  sent  to 
London  for  bats  and  balls,)  lest  they  should  sicken  for  want  of 
exercise."  "  The  Highman  Palantine  performed  his  conjura- 
tions before  the  Eoyal  family.  He  requested  the  King  to  cut  a 
bit  of  silk  out  of  the  Queen's  gown,  with  which  his  Majesty 
very  condescendingly  complied,  and  the  juggler  in  an  instant 
replaced  it"  '*  Being  straitened  for  want  of  room  at  the  lodge, 
the  King,  who  had  taken  notice  of  a  neatly  built  timber  houae. 
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at  the  end  of  the  town,  conceived  that  it  might  be  removed  in  a 
few  days,  and  be  placed  upon  an  elevated  spot  at  no  great 
distance  from  the  ro^^al  residence.  Mr.  Ashton,  an  ingenious 
mechanic  and  surveyor,  undertook  to  do  it.  It  was  accordingly 
effected,  though  there  was  a  bridge  to  pass,  and  an  ascent  of  50 
feet,  between  July  22nd  and  28th." — Gentleman's  Magazine 
for  1788. 

The  Morning  Post  in  1788  recorded  the  local  movements  of 
Royalty  in  paragraphs  such  as  the  following : — 

**  Lord  Fauconberg's  house,  occupied  by  their  Majesties,  is 
most  delightfully  situated,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
Cheltenham.  Their  Majesties  arrived  at  Cheltenham  at  five 
o'clock  on  Saturday  evening,  July  12th.  There  were  no  guards, 
and  only  four  footmen  with  the  carriage,  &c.  Nothing  pleased 
the  inhabitants  more  than  the  unguarded  manner  in  which  his 
Majesty  lived,  conversed,  and  moved  about  among  his  faithful, 
his  devoted  subjects^ike  a  father  in  the  midst  of  his  children." 

"  On  Monday  evening,  July  21st,  his  Koyal  Highness  the 
Prince  pf  Wales  arrived  here,  on  a  short  visit  to  their  Majesties. 
On  the  1st  of  August,  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York 
arrived,  and  occupied  the  Wooden  House,  originally  erected  in 
the  town,  and  carried  up  to  Bays  Hill  entire  on  the  28th  of  July." 

VISITS   OP  THE  EOYAL  FAMILY. 

The  good  impression  made  on  the  minds  of  the  junior 
members  of  the  Royal  family  by  the  visit  of  1788  was  not 
forgotten  in  after  years.  From  that  time  to  the  present,  descen- 
dants of  the  noble  line^  when  sojourning  in  the  town,  have 
enquired  fo*  the  residence  of  their  Royal  ancestor,  and 'sought 
out  every  incident  that  they  could  glean  concerning  him. 

The  Prince  of  Wales,  afterwards  George  the  Fourth, 
who  accompanied  his  Royal  Sire,  paid  Cheltenham  a  second 
visit  in  1806,  when  Prince  Regent.  He  testified  his  respect  to 
the  courtesy  shown  him  and  his  Royal  relatives  by  giving  a 
ball,  at  which  the  leading  nobility  and  gentry  were  invited.  It 
was  one  of  the  largest  and  most  fashionable  gatherings  the 
locality  ever  witnessed,  and  is  alluded  to  in  the  CheltenJiam 
Chronicle,  when  detailing  a  similar  event  in  connection  with  the 
Duke  of  Wellington's  visit.    In  1821,  the  Priuce,  th^n  George 
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tbe  Eonrtli^  went  on  a  tour  to  lirelaiid;  Is  returaitig^  he  seleeted 
titt  route  to  tke  metropolis  that  iudaded  Cheltenham^  and 
i^in  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  scenes  of  his  youth 
on,  September  14th  of  the  above  year. 

The  Dukb  op  Gloucesteb  paid  his  first  visit  in  1807, 
and:  continued  an  annual  sojourn  for  29  years  afterwards,  until 
the  time  of  his  decease.  The  length  of  time  which  the  noble 
Duke  spent  at  Cheltenham,  as  well  as  the  frequency  of  his  visits, 
tended  greatly  to  advance  the  popularity  of  the  place.  In  1819, 
Colonel  Berkeley  entertained  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
G-loucestCT  and  party  with  great  magnificence  at  Berkeley 
Castle,  all  the  principal  nobility  in  the  county  receiving  invita* 
tions  to  meet  the  Royal  guest.  After  a  stay  of  about  one  week 
thfc  Buke  proceeded  to  Woodchestfer  Park,  near  Stroud,  to  pay  a 
similar  visit'  to  Lord  Bucie,  who  then  resided  on  that  estate. 

The  Dtjkb  op  Sussex  arrived  in  the  town  on  September 
26-  1809.  He  joined  his  noble  relative,  the  Duke  of  Gloucester, 
who  was  then  staying  here,  and  the  two  distinguished  guests' 
mingled  with  the  amusements  then  in  progress.  They  were 
together  present  at  a  sermon  preached  at  the  Parish  Church,  oir 
behalf  of  the  County  InfirmarV.  The  preacher  was  the^  Rev. 
B.  Capel  Hemming,  and  after  a  sermon  from  the  text  Luke 
X.,  87^"  Go  thou  and  db  likewise,"  the  sum  of  iS57  17s:  6tf. 
was  collected.  Xhe  Djoke  oi  Sussex  went  on  a  visit  to  Berkeley 
Castle,  where  he  remained  until  his  return  to  the  Metropolis. 

Hm  Sbeene  Hio^ness  the  Prince  of  Obamge  was 
visiting  Cheltenham"  at'  the  same  tiine,  and  formed  one  of  the 
Rbyal  party. 

QuB^N  Adelaide  arrived  on  July  31, 182T.  Her  Maj^s^^ 
and  suite  occupied  apartments  ai  a  newly  built  hotel  near  the* 
Royal  Crescent.  The  proprietor,  after  her  Majesty's  departure, 
nam^d'  the  building  "  The  Clarence,'*  and  placed  the  Royal 
Arms  over-  the  portico.  The  est^lishment  was  afterward* 
removed  tb  "  The  Queen's,"  and- the  fbrmer  residence  of  royalty 
is  new  used' as  a  Magistratie'^  Office  and  local  Police  Station. 

Queen  VicroKiA  passed  through  the  town,  en  route,  accomi- 
pamed'by  her  Royal  parent,  the  Duchess  of  Kent^  on  Augusi 
1%  1880,  ih  an  open  carriage,  and  reecived  the  congratulations 
of  theinhabitfentfi/.  Mfer  Maje^ty^  Prince' Albert,  and  Royal^ 
Ftouly  have  twioe  ^nee  th^t  p^M  passed  tMroogh  Chelteid]^' 
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tiy  rdl,  atld  although  tfifr  pttblkj  oficiafe  hrtd'ulade  eVciry  prepara- 
tibtf  td  pay  respect  to  rbpAiy,  yet  the  prteriotis^'  artangements  of 
the  Royal  household  w«ould  nof  perttiit  the  ttaih  to  be  stayed  iri 
its'  progress.  The  ctergy ,  and  the  children  of  thfe  vftrious  Charity 
and  Sunday  Schools  assetobled'  together,  with  an  immense 
0(W!course  of  spectator^',  to  welcome  hear  Majesty  and  suite  as 
1^^  pasteed  through  the  station. 

Thb  BtJiSE  6V  CAliB^rDOB'  houottTed'  th^  tow*n  with  his 
prcssence  on  July  16,  1839:  "His* Royal  Highness  the  Duke 
of  Cambridge  arrived  in  thiS^  toiiTi  on  Wedhe^y  evening  from 
ttowifck,  when  he  was  greetedhy  af  merry  peal  ftom  the  bells  of  St. 
Mary'^  Oii  Thursdays  hi* Royal  Highne^  paid'  ai  visit  to  Pitt^ 
viUd>,  Wtth>Which  he  expressed  him^ff  highly  deligHted,  and  rtiucll' 
adteirife^  the  disposal'^  the  grOuAd*,  t^e  lake,  attd  pump  room. 
In*  tfte  tt»n*se  Of  the  d^  hte*  alsb' visited'tbe  Old'Kihg's  Wells  and 
fee  Moirtpeilier.  On-  Friday,  his=  Royal '  Highnesfti  accompanied^ 
by  Sir  William  Burdett*^  aftd  stlite,  p«d  a^vMt^to  Faucotibdrg 
limm  (noWr  theBf^hill  School)  near  the  OM  W^%  which  was 
Otfcupiod  by  hiir  Ro^l  Highness's^  lale  fatherL  His^  Royaf 
IBghnesft was  condi^edby  Mr.  Eall6n»  Uie pitepdeton  throtigh' 
eiteiyi  aipartiiranti,  aHid  appearedrto^tidEe  great  inbeDO^'in  vieiv^g 
the^  bedrroottii  study, .  he.^,  o£  his  late  Majesty  Q«orge>  the^ Third! 
▲ft^rremaiokig^atGkMiBiderabk  time  in^t^  siUdy^  ami  expiressingt 
his  admimtitti^at  ttiie  ridiWiews  obtained' frosoi  various'  parts-  of 
the  building,  his  Royal  Highte&s  departed  for  Gloucester,  fratin 
uriuMice  he.Mtttfned  in  the  evemng  andt^dimed  witb  Sir(  WiUiflm 
Bardeltb  In<tha  eoiinifrof  the^  evenings  the  following  address^ 
numerous^ signed^  altiiofigh  got  up  af^  one  o'c^konPridoy^i 
was  presented  to  his  Royal  Highness,  by  whom  it  was  most 
graciously  reoekiid<:HM 

**'  We,tbe  nndersigued  Inhabitants  of  Cheltenham,  most  respectfully  approach 
yonr  Royal  Highness  t6  oflyt'our  fklthfid  atid  respectftd  ai8Siirant!Cs  of  the  high 
sense  we  entertain  of  the  hononr  yon  have  been  gracionsly  pleased-  to  confer  on 
our  favonred  Town?,"  1^  enabHtr^  us  at  this  your  visit' tcf  embrftCb  the  hurried 
opportunity  of  assuring'yout  Royal  Highness  of  our  sincere  and  heartfelt  attach- 
ment to  your  Rbyaf  Hi^fesr  and  August  Family.' 

''His  Royal  Hig^iaess  left  Cheltenham  this^  morning  at  a 
quarter  after  eight,  ft»' Windsori  where  he  will  dine  with  his 
Majesty.*' — Cheltenham  Iree  Press,  July,  1835. 

"  July  16. — ^w^m,  Vlot^xiafa  uttiale,  theUuke  of  Cambridge, 
arrlvMl^     Buting  his  sojourn  he  visited  Bays  Hill  House, 
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formerly  the  residence  of  King  George  III..  His  Boyal 
Highness  examined  the  principal  apartments  in  the  house, 
respecting  all  of  which  he  made  very  particular  enquiries,  and 
seemed  to  take  great  interest  in  whatever  related  to  a  spot  which 
his  Eoyal  father's  partiality  and  affection  for,  had  rendered  so 
celebrated.  The  party  then  returned  and  proceeded  through 
the  Royal  Old  Wells  to  the  Montpellier,  where  a  large  concourse 
of  our  more  fashionable  yidtors  and  residents  awaited  His 
Royal  Highness's  arrival.  The  Royal  party  next  proceeded  to 
the  Montpellier,garden8,  and  then  returned  to  the  Plough  Hotel 
to  breakfast.  In  course  of  the  day,  his  Royal  Highness  visited 
Pittville,  its  pump  room,  pleasure  grounds,  and  promenades, 
and  inspected  the  other  parts  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood, 
the  delightful  situation  of  which,  and  the  perfect  order  and 
general  arrangement  which  prevailed  throughout  every  part, 
called  forth  repeatedly  from  his  Royal  Highness  the  warmest 
eulogiums.*' — Looker-On^  July  18,  1836. 

Sir  W.  Burdett,  Bart.,  Sir  J.  Reynett,  and  Captain  Kirwan, 
M.C.,  had  the  honour  of  accompanying  the  Duke  of  Cambridge 
to  the  principal  objects  of  interest  in  and  near  the  town. 

P&INCE  Geobge  of  Cambbidoe.— On  September  5th,  in 
the  same  year,  the  town  was  honoured  with  a  visit  from  the 
Prince  George  of  Cambridge,  who  inspected  the  same  spots  of 
interest  in  much  the  same  order  of  route  as  did  his  Royal  parent, 
the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  in  the  July  previous. 

The  Duke  of  Bbunswige  inspected  the  principal  objects 
of  interest  in  the  town,  and  expressed  himself  pleased  with  the 
natural  beauties  of  the  locality,  on  September  28,  1886. 

VISIT   OF  THE  DUKE   OF  WELLINGTON. 

'*  AH  bail !  great  Wellington  I  victorioni  chief, 
Most  gladlj  I  afiforded  thee  relief, 
For  inward  plaints  which  hannt  the  human  frame, 
With  joy  my  raptar^d  guest^  beheld  thee  here. 
When  thoa  my  walks  didst  with  thy  presence  cheer  ; 
With  admiration  on  thy  person  gaz*d, 
And  with  thy  glorioas  deeds  were  highly  pleas*d ; 
The  object  which  they  for  a  season  deem 
Worthy  alone  to  be  their  constaot  theme. 
And  well  hast  thoa  deserv'd  that  high  renown. 
Which  on  thy  deathlma  name  confers  a  crown." 

TiHUift  Chdka. 
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«  Sir  Arthur  WeDesley,  Duke  of  Wellington— the  hero  of  a 
hundred  fields,  in  all  of  which  his  banner  has  waTed  in  triumph ; 
who  never — I  invoke  both  hemispheres  to  witness — bear  witness 
Europe,  bear  witness  Asia — who  never  advanced  but  to  cover 
his  arms  with  glory;  the  captain  who  never  advanced  but  to 
be  victorious,  the  mightier  captain  who  never  retreated  but  to 
eclipse  the  gloiy  of  his  advance.  By  the  yet  harder  task  of 
unwearied  patience,  indomitable  to  lassitude,  the  inexhaustible 
resources  of  tranacendant  skill,  showing  the  wonders,  the 
marvels  of  a  moral  courage  never  yet  subdued." — Speech  of 
Lord  Brougham  in  Cheltenham  Exammer,  Sept.  4,  1839. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  connected  with  local  history  that  the 
"  hero  of  a  hundred  fights,"  the  greatest  Captain  of  the  age — 
he  whose  career  was  one  unclouded  day,  filled  with  renowned 
actions,  repaired  from  the  "din  of  war"  to  seek  renewed 
strength  and  energy  by  drinking  the  waters  and  breathing  the 
salubrious  air  of  the  "  Queen  of  Watering  Places."  After  the 
memorable  Battle  of  Waterloo,  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and 
family  repaired  to  France,  but  even  the  gaieties  of  Paris  had 
not  such  attractions  as  Cheltenham,  in  the  mind  of  the  Duke, 
and  consequently  he  decided  upon  departing  from  the  French 
metropolis  and  partaking  of  those  mineral  waters  which  have 
ever  been  proverbial  for  their  health-restoring  properties^.  As 
soon  as  it  became  known  that  the  great  warrior  was  expected, 
a  public  meeting  was  convened  of  the  inhabitants,  at  which  the 
late  Earl  Fitzhardinge  presided. ,  It  was  there  decided  that  a 
demonstration  of  popular  feeling  should  be  made,  (and  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed,  and  ample  funds  raised  for  the  purpose. 
The  Duke  of  Wellington  arrived  in  Cheltenham  on  July  7, 
L816.  Three  triumphal  arches  were  erected,  one  on  a  larga 
scale  for  the  purpose  of  carriages,  and  a  smaller  one  on  either 
side  for  foot  passengers.  These  were  located  at  the  High  Street 
entrance  to  Cambray,  and  extended  from  the  premises  now  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  Notcutt,  chemist,  to  those  on  the  opposite  side 
occupied  by  Mr.  White,  grocer.  These  arches  were  lofty,  and 
well-executed  works  of  art.  They  were  erected  of  wood,  painted 
to  imitate  stone,  and  portraits  of  the  Duke,  and  names  of  the 
principal  battl^  in  which  he  had  been  engaged,  were  con- 
spicuously represented.  The  arches,  together  with  the  principal 
lK>Q3es  of  tho  town,  were  illuminated  for  several  sucoessive 
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efremngs.  ®h  the  day  after  the  fibke's^^  arrival,  th^'  adSi^ss 
deteWedi  trpMm  at  the  public  mee^g^  was'  prtsented*  ^e  depa!- 
tfetkm' conewted  of  the  late  Bail'  Fitzbardmge,  Lord  Clarinai 
Sir'  W.  Cunninghflm,  Sir  Aarthttt^  Brooke-  Eaidknier,  General 
MenriC^,  attid'  olher  l^d&ntb.  Hue  noble  Ba^l^  then  Colonel 
BerMey,  wad  seleoted'  to  reiid  to  his  Grace  the  ft)llowing 
addi^fcss  :--^^' Mjr  lord, — Wfe  the  infaabitantsr  and'  visitors  <rf 
GhMt^mhain;  animated  with  the  Holiest  senthnents  of  joy  ai 
your  GkiBce 'S  arrivd  amongst  us,  hail  yoaf  r«t«im  to  Englamd, 
after  so  many  glbiions*  and^  unparalleled  ttiumphs  over  faer^ 
enemies,  witk  the  most  heart^^)^  oongratulationsi  Thongh  we 
have  been  a^jisuBtomed  to  dwell  wilii' delight  on  the>  brilliant 
vict(tt4es>of  our  troops  M  on'by  your  GMj^s^oonsmBimete'ddir 
rtid^valoifr,  yet  your  actus!'  presence'  in  Uiis'plaee^  has*  with  sf 
pecnlferforce-refrived  our  admiration  Ibr  the  iUtwtiwins  author 
of  those  achifevementSi  It  is  omrimjsfc  fervent  pittyen  Uia^the- 
ehject  which  has  procured  US'  the  hotmui'  of  ydur  G«aee's<  visit, 
miy  speedily  be  cmwned^  with^  the  happiest!  restthtr  to'  youiself 
etndho  the  county.'*  Td'the  addiesto  the 'Bake  retttmediaonost^ 
gWcibus  reply. 

On  Julr  9,  the'Bijdte'and  Dttebessattiendedrihetlieatrei  whic^^ 
was  crowded  t<i  exeessi  On  tlds<f6flowing>Mondiiy»  t^yforaodly 
oi^ned  the  Assembly  Bootns^  whic^  o6srneatty£6(^0(K)i  and' 
Wi^e^t/here  weloomfed'  by'  one  of  the  mesf  ftisdrionaMe  orowdi^ 
ever  assembled^beneafth  its  roof,  nuttbet^g'i]pw«i<dip€)fifmii^n> 
^ndted  of  tfte  atistoeretcy.  Ob  Iteuns^  the  £Nike>  left  for 
London,  baNring>r«eeived>an>iniieitatiiSfn  t&^dint  i«tth<  ttes^  Prince 
TUjgeiit^on  the  fbll6wiiig'day,  and<  did<  ufeti  return  again  to^ 
Chelttohatt^until  th^  mMdlb  of  the  ensuing'  Week^  wh^  h^ 
i^nmed  his  eoorae>^the  Wtttters^,  and<r^^iott<;  round^  the  sa^ 
i^ounding^ccmiitrf  ev^  day^  alwaysfieoompanied^  Lotd  Fitzrof 
9dB^ets«ti  or  etlmr  offieers-  of*  his  sttite.  Dntmg  Ms(  stay  he 
reieeiiited'  mfl3iy'ioviX;tttibtt8<^o«ri  tlse> ne^hboffriug*  gentr<fQ>  1^^ 
wast^enHevtiuited' at  Berkeley  Castle  bf  OoloiielBerkeleyi  0nd>  ai 
similar  eompthn^nt^  was  paid  him-  l^the  Mayor  and  Oorpovaitioft 
Off  Gk^oestei*^  wWe^  oft-  T^aesctopf,  Juljf*  SOlh,-  grtve^ais^^* 
banquet  inMMs  Ucttiour,  tlfe  Bt&e  of  Bdanfbrlv  the^Batt  of^Iiiveis^' 
pool;  and*  other:  disttng>dshed^personages^  being  idJEioi  pressnt^  Bt> 
ih»\d^it^&:    Ott  Wedfeeaday,'  ti^^  8ttot  of  '^Pofyj  thai  3^W  \^ 
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firstf  instance^  to  tiie^EEorl  of  Batiiturst's  sc^t;  deto>  ®i]«u0d9tet<, 
there  ta;  spend)  affewi  diar^i  and  tbenice  to  the  Marquts  of^Bath'si 
The  Btidh«88»  of  Weijinj^oiij  with  the  childiroD,  todk^  theit* 
depactaice  next^  day:  fbt  London.  On  leiiving*  Ghel^^snbaoH  iU' 
iUustriowt  victor  made  donations  to  the  Naiiontdi  School  at 
J^,  andito^the  Bi^peiiaarysnd^School  at  In^stryjeach  £M  i' 
theBuel^ss  alio  giving  £l<0!td^  the  ^tst^  aftd  £5  ta  eaohi  of  tbe^ 
latter. 

Thio hou6»iiii whiohi tii0 Buke  andfaimily'iiBsid^durlngitUebi 
meik  was  the  origiiuili  GMabrey  Hcnise;  but^  afteFsmvdS'  oi^fedi 
Wr^Uington  Mahsion.  B;  ^m  Urn  ifaoferi^i  and*  residence  o^ 
ColtMielBid^lU:  audi  was ^tt  thaitkn^  our  a6  the  best'  piaoeei 
that  could  have  been  secured.  It  was  surrounded  with  pleasure- 
grounds  tastefully  laid  out,  which  extended  from  the  present 
'  T^Kngton  aittldet^fllbng  the  Chelf  t&  the  Bath>fibad.  ms>once 
odebrated?  establiiAtdieiit!  is  now  no^  mer&;  i^  sit^  bemg> 
partially*  occupied'  by  bmlditigeL  Golovifsr  Bidd^^  the'  ow'tier^ 
being'  desirous  of  fetaibing  i&ai&  i«mettibt«Kce-  of^the  DukS' 
baving  oecupied  the^pi^mieeej  hi^Gtadej  ail^his  su^fge^on,  eanh- 
sented  to  plant?  an'  oab  in  thei  ^eaftuite  giKyuhdIM  froftti^g^  1^ 
houses  wlttch  was>  aoeoKdiiigly  d^tte^  w^  gre»t  ceremony,  onf- 
MoBfkyi  the  22«k!  of  July,  beingitfae^amx^'versary  ofi  the  battle 
a£  Salemancav— the:BukeiVtiwo'son8i  tlM  thto^thfui^Mantnis' 
of  Bonro  and  lmd.Q:  Welld^%^  wil^  LdrdiIliU|  liordiLyn^dook; 
and  other  distingiiishedl  ehai«ketenr,  taking'  part^  int  the<  pro^^ 
ceedingsi  Bti,  it  was  eoniBidered^^  that  so^e  mo9^  ol^ious^ 
memorial  should > also  be  mad«.  O6nse({u0»tl]ii;  in  the'  fdltowiug* 
yean  an  obelisk  in  tit»Bgyptikn.8l^/v^s  etefti^d  by  tkesidft  of' 
the  yomthfut  oM  plftntfed(  b^^;  1&e>  JXvA^  Thi^  olMiski  wtts^ 
smvounded-  by  an?  inm  pedisadtng.  On  the  pillar^  resting^  np^s? 
amasBive  pedestal;  wmr9^8ic!nliitu^einbli»nirtnoaA9e^senttition»i 
of  the  great)  befo'sriTidtoiM.  It  contitM^ii^stattdinglbr  twenty^^ 
sdvien-years,  wiiehiit) wa«iseldJby«uolioai'hi>I843^,  and^parohased^ 
fdit'  buildings  purposej^  i  Iw  9  sunk  iptannel jr  betieatliv  w  bM6-i«lte€? 
bust'of^  the^Binkei,  wtaai  tite^  fa)lewii^>  iaecivplkm 't^>^^<  Ailmigktf 
and  most  meroiM  Gt>d;  ycEhehsHfo  to^acde|rb  ovlp  hunMe  endear 
vbnrs!  in  offeripg  ai  tribute^  of  praifie  to  /Phee^  the>  GtteiT'  of:^ 
Vvetoiiyi  thatltiou'wast^  pi«ie0d.  ija-  sefect  aiid>  tpj  protect  ISm^ 
Gtoace  the(Bake(of  W^Uiogtonr  andibis  IfratreiafisooiatCB  in  air&iit 
-■**4qcngto&ii«ifrioBttrtji^  aibioiis^  nitk  wivDmii  wei  Mad^  bee»  at*- 
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enmity,  and  aided  by  their  assistance,  to  subdue  the  common 
foe;  who  had  for  many  years  disturbed  and  overthrown 
kingdoms.  Accept  our  most  fervent  prayers  and  thanksgiving, 
thet  this  town  should  have  been  selected,  from  its  invigorating 
springs,  to  renovate  the  health  of  our  illustrious  Hero,  who, 
with  his  amiable  consort  and  noble  Children,  planted  the  Oak, 
to  commemmorate  which  this  Obelisk  is  erected.  This  Tree, 
to  all  appearance  dead,  was,  by  Thy  Almighty  power,  incom- 
prehensible to  the  mind  of  man,  restored,  and  is  now  flourishing 
in  full  vigour.  Let  it  remind  us  that  we  also  must  die — at  the 
same  time  let  us  hope,  that  through  Thy  goodness  and  the 
mediation  of  our  blessed  Saviour,  we  may  rise  to  life  immortal. 
— Amen," 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  again  visited  Cheltenham  in  1828. 
His  Grace  arrived  on  August  15  th,  and  departed  on  August 
81st,  residing  at  the  Priory,  the  property  of  Captain  Marshall, 
the  then  M.C.,  and  an  officer  who  had  served  under  the  Duke 
in  the  Peninsula.  The  Duke  regularly  drank  the  waters  every 
morning  at  the  Old  Wells,  and  afterwards  repaired  to  the 
Montpellier  Promenades  and  mingled  with  the  fashionable 
throng.  On  Thursday,  August  21st,  the  Duke  patronized  a 
Promenade  Ball  at  the  Montpellier  Botunda :  on  the  following 
Monday  a  Dress  Ball  at  the  Assembly  Rooms,  and  on  Tuesday 
the  Theatre.  At  the  period  of  the  noble  Ddce's  second  visit, 
the  following  members  of  the  aristocracy  were  in  the  town : — 
Prince  Schwartzenburg,  the  Princess  Esterhazy,  Prince  Hazel- 
burg,  Prince  Puckler  Muskau,  the  Dukes  of  Buckingham, 
Beaufort,  and  Manchester,  the  Earls  of  Powis,  Digby,  Bathurst, 
Somers,  Beauchamp,  and  other  lords,  ladies,  and  branches  of  our 
nobility.  Accompanied  by  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset,  Sir  P- 
Harvey,  his  private  Secretary,  and  the  other  members  of  his 
suite,  the  Duke  of  Wellington  went  every  morning,  at  half-past 
seven,  to  the  Old  Wells,  to  drink  the  waters,  the  distinguished 
party,  on  the  occasion,  being  always  accompanied  and  followed 
by  great  crowds  of  people,  eager  to  obtain  a  sight  of  the  hero 
of  Waterloo.  His  Grace,  when  visiting  the  Spa,  subscribed 
both  to  the  support  of  th^  establishment,  and  also  towards  the 
expenses  of  the  band  of  music  wliich  daily  performed.  He 
entered  his  donations  under  date  in  the  subsorif^on  books  open 
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in  the  rooms ;  and  as  a  memento  of  the  great  Hero,  we  hsre 
transcribe  his  autograph. 

During  the  period  the  town  was  honoured  with  this  visit  the 
elite  of  the  English  nobility  came  here  to  meet  the  hero  of 
Waterloo.  We  give  by  way  of  illustrating  the  local  feding  then 
preyaient,  the  annexed  extracts  from  the  only  paper  then 
published  in  the  town — the  GheUenham  Ckronide — -which  will 
form  a  guide  of  the  movements  of  the  great  hero : — 

"  His  Grace,  accompanied  by  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset  (the  late 
Lord  Eaglaa)  arrived  at  the  mansion  of  Colonel  Eiddle,  in 
Gambray,  on  Sunday  afternoon,  at  5  o'clock.  The  house  was 
previously  occupied^by  the  Duchess  of  Wellington  and  family, 
who  had  arrived  two  days  before  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  the  Duke's  visit.  On  the  day  of  his  arrival  the  lawn 
in  front  of  the  mansion  was  thronged  by  an  assemblage  of 
persons  of  the  highest  rank,  anxious  to  see  and  greet  the  noble 
hero,  who  had  fought  so  well  his  country's  battles — ^the  states- 
man whose  consummate  skill  had  reconciled  the  jarring  interests 
of  rival  states — the  chastiser  of  the  once  formidable  Bonaparte, 
the  emancipator  of  the  Continent,  and  the  restorer  of  the  peace 
of  Europe.  Colonel  Eiddle  had  the  honour  of  conducting  the 
Duchess  of  Wellington  to  church  on  Sunday  morning,  and  her 
grace  was  the  *  observed  of  all  observers.' " — July  11,  1816. 

'*  Since  the  ball  at  Cheltenham  a  few  years  since,  which  the 
Prince  of  Wales  honoured  with  his  presence,  never  was  seen 
such  a  constellation  of  beauty  and  rank  and  fashion  as  at  the 
Assembly  Booms  on  Wednesday  evening,  which  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  Wellington  had  graciously  promised  to  attend. 
The  company  amounted  to  six  hundred.  The  duchess  was  in 
the  rooms  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening.  Soon  after  ten 
o'clock  the  Duke  arrived,  amidst  the  acclamations  of  persons 
assenibled  in  the  street,  the  band  playing,  '  See,  the  conquering 
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brilliantly  illuminated,  and  a  beautiful  tran9pare»(^  >of  ^JBiHaimin 
held  a  medallion  with  a  striking  likeness  of  the  illustrious  hero. 
His  Qnfi^  was  dressed  in  mourning,  with  the  garter  and  star  of 
the  Gafrter,vand  round^bis  4«avaiwas-a  supetb  collar  of  scarlet 
enamali^^  jdotdiyaE^  .d^nKa^s,  ^eW  &e  collar  ot  some 
foreign  order  onmighthood.  — ^July  18i,  XS16. 

"  The  second  baJ  under  the  auspices  of*the  Duke  and  Duchess 
of  Wellington,  was  honoured  beyond  all  former  precedent.  As 
jcarl>^s6  eight  o'clock,  the  4)ufi^)e  &f  'fashion  %sgaB,  axii  'before 
< eleven' th«tndy  superb  Assenslbly  BexMns  conti^n^d  fipwardB  df 
1460  ipersoBAgeB  ^of  distinction;" — ^ujg.  .4 ,  ^84  6. 

Tbe  moble  DnfceV  seeosd  fisit  is  also  teaosded  in  >tdie  isotQe 
local  paper-for  18^8  :^^'<  IDhe  eaithvnidsm  wMi  ^hioh  the  Dtike 
was  everywhere  welcomed  on  this  occasion  of  his  second  visit, 
was  a],moM  equal  to  that  which  his  presence  inspired  va  1816, 
when  he  visited  the  place  after  the  pacification  of  Europe,  wken 
all  his  victor  laurels  were  at  their  greenest.  I'he  3uke,  in 
addition  to  allhis  military  influence  and , renown^  wa3 now  also 
l*rime  Minister  of  tlngland,  and  was,  consequently,  rioi  quite  so 
easy  of  access  as  on  the  occasion  of  his  former  visit ;  the  cares 
of  State  and  Governmeirt  now  resting  upon  liim  necessarily 
al)sorbing  a  great  deal  of  his  time*  and  occupyiog  his  constant 
thought  and  attention.  iJuring  his  stay  in  Cfhelteriham,  which, 
upon  this  oocasion,  extended  from  August  l6  to  August  3l,  tlie 
Duke,  as  on  his  former  visit,  regularly  drank  the  waters  at  tlie 
Eoyal  Old  Wells,  proceeding  ihere  every  morning  sftiorily  after 
half-past  seven,  andgeneral^r  promenading  up  and  down  the  elm 
tree  avenue  for  about  twenty  minutes.  Aftet  his  second  glass,  he 
usually  mingled  with  the  company  at  the  adjoining  'Montpe^ier 
^r~then  in  tbe  fae^t  of  its  iashikiiiafale  Jreputadon^-^^nnversing  . 
iviih  iAm  nobiJity  imd  ^mitry  .patoronisingt  jifaie .  Spa,  /who^  irom  S 
}U>  1)0  o'clock  every  moruing,  wcm  uecuitom^  ie  throng  Ms 
iEzomeeade,!  listening  Jl;o  the  mxmD  qf  ithe  exoell^t  jnilitsry  iband 
.  Ihen  ^attached  do  the  aeitabUsiunent,  and  tke  dificoiitiiHianoe  of 
iWiuck  Ikus  fiontribiiited  .maitfirially  to  jtlto*  tk»  ni^mn^  of  the 
iCheltenham  reasons*  About  h^f^a«t  ei^  its  d^vko  jldt  aa 
>hts  return  ]iQaaie;.scai  his  exit^BOmcliipes  tuEniog dbto  .the.^shop 
,jof  Mc^AibrahAm*  UbiQ  f0ifia^»i1baa^^(mi^  ^  ButtpaBoflaaaij), 
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5lol0okr«hth6ba]»netBr,,iiid%t0iipeeul«t«^w^  old  ^enkle- 

Btancm  theipsobable  state  oi  tibe  veaibw;  at  lO^eia,  ileokitig 
da  tit  MawfiiS  Mmstuix^,  a  bnikling  (tiffin  tOttVfpjBBg  ithe  ftiie  nf 
ihepijeaent jHqntpriUer  Jlxchonge, jaadian 4ibjdot,  in Xko9edai^B, 
of  ooolidenible  latttaction  lio  the  Tieritors  of  ChflHenkaao. 
JtifHuniiiigtto  Ite  iBripi^.by  BUM,  ^1^  Gzaoe  rthen  break&aked); 
aad  /tMerTOvith  bim,  jplain  and  innpte^r^iQal  dupased  o^  ire 
immediately  proceeded  to  examine  the  mass  of  letters  and 
ulespatcbcs  ^which^siviaited  Jus  «tteiilioii,c anddx>  ^eply ^> «a^  of 
thtmiasi  required  answers.  Among  them  weie  almys  a  fp!«at 
many  from  old  soldiers  and  officers'  ^widows,  land  otlwr  appli- 
cants and  petitioners  soliciting  the  Bakers  interest  or  assistance, 
to  all  of  i  iwhich  some'  conrteotts  answer  iras  inyariably  retorned. 
Attention  to  this  inase  'Of  loorrespondence  tp^ularly  ooonpied 
ftom  ^wo  to  fonr  houfs  «f  the  morning,  accordiog  to  the 
'«haraoteT  of  tl^doonm^ts  which  vequired  his  attention;  and 
•  replies  to  ;which  Jwere  never  fdlowedto  acowaidate  or  get  into 
arreiff.  These  duties  per^rmed,  the  Buke  then  Q^uaUy  moimted 
his  horse,  and  rode^out^r  an  hoor^xr  two,  ^^era%  iinattended, 
except  by  his  sevrant,  butipeoasuxiaHy  accompanied  by  incode, 
wdn  sometimes  started  with  him  fpom  hie  oiisn  door,  at  pliers 
joined  him  on  his  ride.  At  four  o'clock  erery  i^ay  jiis  iQn&d 
visited  the  Montpellier  Baths,  and  there  took  a  warm  bath,  in 
which  he  always  remained  an  %enr,  during  which'  time  he 
uniformly  read  tbe  oew^pftpera,  never  bringing  iass  J;han  eight 
or  ten  with  him,  a^, haying,  a  £ran)e,set<9ierP96  thie  b^th  fgr^tihe 
jpurpoi^  of  keeping  the  paper  open  while  he  glanned  pyer  its 
iconteftts.  Erpm  the  Baths  jthe  J^nke  Jietiu»ed  home  .to  diiwer, 
and  aeldA^i went  out, after,  unless  when  imi^  by  pairti^uJirar 
friends^  or  for  the  pi3]:pose  of  patrpoiz^g  some  of  the  public 
^amusements,, which,, bowever,  hew;aSinot  very  sfoi|Ld ;of  4oing. 
Among  jOm  entertainments  ^hus  ihQ«o^rQcl>  >pn  pue  bo^sipn, wj|s 
the  Prp^nenade  B^U^  lat  the  MDutpelli^r  fiptunda,  at  that  tii^e, 
.*^d  for  ^eveial  .y^ea^  ,after,  .,the  .nwJs^t  taship^able  ,pf  ,^  tbe 
amusements  of  Cheltenham.  The  announcement  of  tbe.Oul^&'s 
intention  to  be  present  brought^  of  .epur^e,  a^eat  crowd  to  the 
ball  of  Thursday,  August  21,  upwards  of  seven  hundred  persons 
attending.  'His  "Grace  arrived  aboutlialf-past  nine,  and  remained 
for  one  h(»ur>^etftering  into  familiar  conversation  with  Sir 
Thomas  Lethbridge  and  several  general  opGerBt^pB6softt.<in  the 
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occasion.  On  the  Tuesday  following,  the  Duke  patronized  the 
Dress  Ball  at  the  Assembly  Eooms,  returning  for  this  purpose 
from  Badminton,  where  he  had  gone  the  previous  day,  on  a  visit 
to  the  Duke  of  Beaufort.  On  the  evening  following,  he 
patronized  the  Theatre;  Madame  Yestris,  who  had  jast 
commenced  her  engagement  for  the  season,  being  honoured  with  . 
•  a  bespeak'  for  the  Rencontre  and  the  farce  of  The  £100  Note" 

Wellington  Mansion,  where  the  great  hero  resided,  having 
been  pulled  down,  its  site  was  in  1862,  converted  into  a  nursery 
garden  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Pipe. 

The  repeated  visits  of  the  great  hero  had  rendered  his  person 
familiar  both  to  residents  and  visitors.  When  the  news  came 
of  his  decease  eveiy  outward  token  of  respect  to  his  memory 
was  shown.  An  excellent  funeral  sermon  was  preached  at  the 
Parish  Church  by  the  Incumbent,  which  was  published  and 
had  a  wide  circulation.  As  a  testimony  of  respect  to  departed 
worth,  a  subscription  was  set  on  foot,  and  a  special  and  superb 
edition  of  the  sermon  was  printed  at  the  office  of  the  Cheltenham 
lUxaminer,  and  presented  to  her  Migesty,  through  the  Hon.  Col. 
Phipps,  who  acknowledged  the  same  in  the  following  most 
gratifying  reply  :— 

"  Buckingham  Palace,  Feb.  17,  1868. 

"  Sir, — ^I  had  the  honour  to  present  to  her  Majesty  the  Queen, 
the  copy  of  the  sermon  preached  by  the  Eev.  F.  Close,  on  the 
funeral  of  the  late  Duke  of  Wellington.  Her  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  very  graciously  to  accept  this  «ermon,  and  I  am  com- 
manded to  request  you  to  convey  to  the  subscribers — by  the 
means  of  whose  subscriptions  this  copy  was  reprinted  and  bound 
for  her  Majesty — ^the  Queen's  high  appreciation  of  the  good 
feeling  of  those  who  thus  testified  their  sympathy  in  the 
mournful  regrets  which  her  Majesty,  in  common  with  her 
people,  feels  for  the  irreparable  loss  which  the  nation  has 
sustained. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

*'  Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

«  C.  B.  PHIPPS.'' 
"G.  Norman,  Esq." 
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VISITS   OP  THE   ROYAL   FAMILY  OF   FRANCE. 

The  exiled  family  of  the  unfortunate  Louis  XVI.,  arrived  on 
May  25th,  1811.  They  consisted  of  the  daughter  and  son-in- 
law  of  the  411-fated  monarch — ^the  Duke  and  Duchess  Of 
Angauleme.  They  resided  at  Sheldon's,  afterwards  called  the 
"York,"  in  the  High  Street.  Cheltenham  presented  such 
attractions  to  them,  that  in  two  years  afterwards  they  again 
paid  another  visit ;  and  from  that  time  to  the  present,  some  of 
the  branches  of  these  exiles  appear  on  our  "arrival  list." 
"Among  the  foreign  noblesse  which  at  present  honour  this 
town,  are  La  Duchesse  D'Angauleme,  and  La  Oompte  D'Artois. 
Louis  XVII.  is  expected  on  Monday.  The  former  at  present 
resides  in  Cambray  Lodge.  La  Duchesse  D'Angauleme,  only 
daughter  of  Louis  XVL,  married  the  otily  son  of  his  brother 
Count  D'Artois.  The  son  of  the  Count  D  Artois  is  the  present 
Duke  D'Angauleme,  and  the  sole  surviving  ohild  of  the  ill- 
fated  monarch.  This  interesting  couple  were  regarded  as  the 
union  which  should  and  might  perpetuate  the  claimants  to  the 
throne  of  their  ancestors.  They  were  driven  from  Courland, 
their  last  continental  retreat,  by  the  policy  of  the  present 
Alexander,  when  he  had  formed  his  first  alliance  with  Bonaparte.' 
In  England  they  were  never  received  at  court  by  the  king,  but 
they  have  experienced  the  most  delicate  and  marked  hospitality 
from  the  Qrenville  family,  and  lately  from  the  Prince  Regent." 
(€kdienham  Chronicle,  July  22,  l8l3). 

L6uis  XVni. — "Louis  XVIII.  arrived  in  this  town  on 
Monday;  and  joined  the  Duchesse  at  her  residence  iii  Cambray'" 
{Cheltei^am  OhronicU,  Aug.  5,  1813.)  During  their  stay,  tbey 
visited  Boddington  Manot  House,  and  paid  repeated  visits  to 
the  Salts  Manufactory. 

Ex-(^UEBN  OP  WuKTEMBURG. — "Among  our  arrivals  this 
week  we  have  to  announce  that  of  the  Ex-Queen  of  Wurtemburg, 
wife  of  Jerome  Bonaparte,  a  lady  rendered  peculiarly  interesting 
by  her  beauty  and  misfortunes,  and  amiable  inannef."  XOheltenham 
6%ro«wjfe,  Aug.  10,  1815).   ' 

Louis  Philippe,  King  of  the  French,  (when  Duke  of 
Orleafns),  and  family  arrived  *on  July  12,  1816,  and  after 
diiuMng  the  waters  for  nearly  three  itiontha,  were  sufBciently 
restored  to  health  to  depart  in  the  Septembisr  following. 

Tho  many  Visits  paid  to  the  town  by  different  members  of  the 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


322  HISTO&Y   OF  CHELTENHAM. 

royal  family  of  France,  at  once  proves  the  estimation  in  which 
the  place  is  held  by  foreign  nations.  An  interesting  incident 
lias  lately  been  brought  to  light  in  reference  to  the  royal  visitor 
last  recorded : 

"  His  Royal  flighness  the  Dae  D*Aamale,  who  oresided  at  the  72Dd  anniversary 
of  the  Royal  Literary  Fond  Dinner,  held  at  the  Freemason's  Tavern,  related  the 
following  anecdote  in  reference  to  English  literature  : — '  I  cannot  pretend  to  be 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  your  literature,  but  if  1  know  something  of  it,  I  owe 
it  to  two  circumstances.  The  first  is,  that  I  was  educated  by  a  fatlier  who  had 
been  an  exile,  as  I  am  now,  who  had  found  on  your  shores  the  same  hospitable 
shelter,  and  who  both  knew  and  loved  your  country,  your  language,  the  great 
works  of  your  literature,  as  well,  I  suppose,  as  any  foreigner  ever  did  or  can. 
I  remember  that  in  the  earliest  days  of  my  life,  when  he  was  himself  free  from 
all  political  responsibility,  in  the  happy  and  quiet  evenings  of  Neuilly,  he  used 
often,  after  having  shown  to  his  children  the  engraved  portraits  of  celebrated 
men  and  told  their  deeds,  or  plates  which  commemorated  the  military  achievements 
of  our  countrymen,  to  take  down  from  the  shelves  of  the  library  some  huge  folio 
volume  of  BoydeWs  Illustrated  Shaksptare,  a  copy  which  he  hnd  bought  himself 
at  the  Auction-room  at  Cheltenham,  and  give  us  an  outline  of  thd  finest  scenes  of 
your  great  dramatist,  reciting  occasionally  some  of  the  beautiful  passages  which  had 
remained  engraved  in  his  wonderful  memory.  That  was  my  first  impression  of 
English  literature,  and  one  which  will  never  be  effaced  from  my  mind  ;  for  it  is 
connected  with  one  of  my  earliest  recollections  .of  the  best  of  fiithers."* 
{Times,  May,  1861). 

It  was  in  1816,  as  will  be  seen,  that  Louis  Philippe  was  on 
a  visit  to  the  town,  when  he  purchased  the  works  of  the  immortal 
bard.  He  had  a  residence  at  Twickenham,  near  London,  from 
whence  he  often  made  excursions  with  his  family  for  the  joint 
purpose  of  improving  their  health  and  making  them  acquainted 
with  England.  When  in  Cheltenham  he  was  Duke  of  Orleans, 
and  free  from  the  troubles  of  the  State,  and  devoted  his  time  to 
the  education  of  his  family.  He  had  traversed  a  portion  of  the 
globe  previously,  an  exile  and  in  poverty.  In  fourteen  years 
after  his  visit  to  this  town,  he  was  unanimously  elected  King  of 
the  vast  nation  of  the  French. 

The  Duks  de  Nemours  and  suite  paid  a  visit  on  Sept.  10, 
1835.  His  Boyal  Highness,  the  son  of  Louis  Philippe,  King  of 
the  French,  inspected  the  principal  objects  of  interest  in  the 
neighbourhood.  In  thifee  years-  afterwards,  the  Duke's  Eoyal 
Mother,  the  late  Queen  of  Prance,  and  daughter  of  Eong 
Ferdinand  of  Naples,  and  her  suite,  paid  a  visit  to  this  town, 
where  she  had  been  a  sojourner  thirty-two  years  previously,  with 
her  then  infantine  family. 
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The  Ex-Quben  of  the  Fbengh  arrived  on  Sept.  7, 1858. 
"  The  Ex-Koyal  Family  of  France,  with  a  brilliant  suite,  paid  a 
visit  to  Cheltenham  on  Thursday  last.  The  royal  party  con- 
sisted of  the  late  Queen  Marie  Amelie,  the  Compte  de  Paris, 
the  Duo  de  Chartres,  Prince  Philippe  of  Wurtemburg,  the  Prince 
and  Princess  de  Joinville,  the  Princess  Blanche,  the  Princess 
Fran9ois,  and  the  Prince  Ponthiew.  The  suite  comprised  the 
Compte  and  Compiesse  de  Chabannes,  the  Marquis  Blanvoir, 
Baron  Guttenberg,  Madlle.  Musen,  Madlle.  St.  ^.ubin,  M.  le 
Abb^  Crabat,  M.  Guerard,  and  M,  Allaire.  During  the  morning 
they  visited  the  Eoyal  Old  Wells,  and  tasted  the  waters,  and 
afterwards  proceeded  to  inspect  Lord  Northwick's  Picture 
Gallery  at  Thirlestaine  House"  {Ghelt.  Journal,  Sept.  9,  1868.) 

Shsnstone  the  eminent  Poet,  paid  his  first  visit  on  Feb.  18, 
1734,  and  his  second  in  1762.  From  the  following  letter 
written  by  him  during  his  stay,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  curious 
custom  prevailed  in  Cheltenham  at  that  time — namely,  the 
rewarding  of  the  curate  of  the  parish  annually  with  a  new  hat, 
in  acknowledgment  of  the  best  sermon  preached  on  a  particular 
occasion  at  the  Parish  Church.  This  curious  epistle  is  published 
in  '*  Huirs  Select  Letters,"  and  is  as  follows  : 

"Cheltenham,  1762. 

"  To  Mrs.  A-»— .  I  am  but  just  arrived  at  home,  though  I  left  Cheltenham  the 
day  after  you.  I  staved  indeed  to  hear  Mr.  B  preach  a  morning  sermon,  for 
which  I  find  Mrs.  C—  has  allotted  him  the  hat  preferable  to  Mr.  C— ;— . 
Perhaps  yon  do  not  remember,  nor  did  I  hear  until  very  lately,  that  there  is  a 
hat  given  annually  at  Cheltenham  for  the  use  of  the  best  preacher,  of  which  the 
disposal  is  assigned  to  Mrs.  C— ,  to  her  and  to  her  heirs  for  ever.  I  remember 
I  used  to  be  a  little  misdeemfol  that  all  who  preached  there  had  some  such 

Sremium  in  their  eye.  The  hat,  it  is  true,  is  not  quite  as  valuable  as  a  Cardinal's, 
ut  while  it  is  made  a  retribution  for  excellence,  in  so,  (if  properly  considered), 
it  is  an  object  for  a  preacher  in  any  degree.  I  am  sorry,  at  the  same  time,  to  say 
that  as  a  common  hat,  merely  for  its  uses,  it  would  be  an  object  to  too  many 
country  curates»  whose  situations  and  slender  incomes  too  often  excite  our  blushes 
as  well  as  our  compassion. 

"  Shiwstone." 

Be.  Johnson,  so  intitnately  connected  with  the  spread  of 
the  English  language  by  the  means  of  his  **  Dictionary,"  was 
a  visitor.  According  to  the  QentlemafCs  Magazine,  this  was  in 
1749,  and  **  The  Eambler,"  published  in  following  years,  makes 
allusion  to  some  of  the  beautiful  scener^f  of  the  locality. 
Under  date  of  Feb.  19,  1751,  there  is  a  comparison  drawn 
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belweeii  the  fasWotiabfe  parties  df  Clielt^tfham,  Scarborough, 
and  other  places,  which  would  lead  to  the  inference  that  he  must 
several  times  have  been  a  sojourner. 

'  Handel,  whose  divine  Messiah  has  immortalized  him  to  all 
future  generations,  sought  the  invigorating  air  and  medicinal 
waters  of  Cheltenham  to  strengthen  his  frame  after  intellectual 
application.  According  to  the  Gentleman* s  Magazine^  it  was  in 
1744,  after  the  completion  of  this  most  magnificent  composition, 
that  the  great  man  was  a  visitor.  In  an  English  review  of 
Schoeler's  Life,  it  is  said  that  the  Messiah  was  produced  iii 
Dublin  in  1742,  and  that  its  author  returned  to  London  and 
reaped  so  great  a  pecuniary  reward,  that  he  was  enabled  to  make 
several  provincial  tours,  in  which  this  town  was  included. 
Handel  appears  identified  with  Cheltenham  in  various  ways. 
Here  it  was  that  Mf.  Watson,  the  Manager  of  the  Theatre, 
resided,  who  in  the  begintiing  of  the  present  century  revived  the 
performance  of  the  Messiah  in  the  Midland  and  Western 
Counties.  For  this  purpose  he  engaged  the  celebrated  Madame 
Catalan!  to  sing.  The  Cheltenham  Chronicle  in  1809  announced 
— "that  Mr. Watson  gives  Madame  Catalanl  one  thousand 
guineas  for  six  night's  performance  at  Birmingham.'*  The  same 
local  paper  weekly  announces  the  *^  Proposal  for  publishing  by 
subscription  a  splendid  edition  of  the  favoiirite  works  of  Handel, 
with  a  separate  accompaniment  arranged  for  the  pianoforte, 
by  Dr.  John  Clarke,  of  Cambridge.  Apply  to_Dr.  Clarke,  or 
H.  Ruff,  Cheltenham  Library."  The  same  paper  in  1811  also 
advertises  the  performance  of  Handel's  Messiah  at  the  Chelt- 
enham Parish  Church  by  100  performers,  and  among  the 
vocalists  is  Madame  CataJani.  The  charge  of  admission  was 
ten  shillings  and  sixpence.  Another  local  incident  is  the  fact 
that  one  of  Handel's  biographers — John  Bishop — is  both  a 
native  and  resident.  Mr.  Bishop's  edition  of  Handel's  Messiah 
has  done  much  to  make  that  greatest  of  musi6al  productions 
popular. 

The  Countess  op  Huntingdon,  who  did  so  much  to 
revive  the  religious  world  during  the  p^st  century,  was  a  frequent 
visitor  to  the  town.  In  her  memoir  b^  the  B^v.  H.  New, 
published  in  1858,  it  is  said :  "  From  a  leftier  of  the  Diichess  of 
Soalei'set,  dated  July  9th,  1751,  it  appears  that  her  ladyship 
had  removed  to  Cheltenham,   and  was  in  very  good  health* 
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Qloucester  and  Cheltenham  had  for  n?.any  years  enjoyed  the 
labours  of  her  ladyship's  chaplain  apd  ministers.  Messrs.  Venn, 
]\Iadan,  Talbot  and  others,  had  preached  in  the  churches,  and 
Lord  Dartmouth  had  thro^vn  open  his  house  at  Cheltenham  for 
divine  service." 

Lqrp  Byeon  was  several  times  a  visitor,  as  will  be  seen  on 
reference  to^  our  chapter  on  the  celebrated  authors  connected 
with  the  town.  The  great  poet  firsjt  arrived  in  September  1812. 
Sir  Isaac  H^rd,  garte^  king-at-arms,  then  a  resident,  was  a 
favourite  of  his  lordship.  During  his  sojourn, .  Sir  Isaac 
accompanied  Lord  Byron  on  ap,  antiquarian  toui^.tjirough  the 
Midlaijd  Countie^.  Another. , associate  of  the  gr^,  bard  was 
Col.  !6erVelev,  afterwards  the  Earl  Fitzhardinge,  witbi  whom  he 
co-9perated  m  obtainipg  all  the  leading  actors  to  pejrfprm  at  the 
Cheltenham  Theatre.  Lord  Byron,  during  his  patrppage  of  the 
local  dr^ima,  .  was  the ,  guest  of  Col  Berkeley,,  ,pii  had  the 
pleasure  during  his  stay  in  the  town,  of  witnessing  the  per- 
formances of  Mrs.  Siddons,  Kemble,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Liston, 
Grimaldi,  and  Col.  Berkeley.  Lord  Byron's  daughter,  his 
fayourite  "  Ada,"  ^the^  late  Countess  Lovelace,  was^ fil^,,^  firequent 
visitor.  His  revive,  Mrs.  Admiral  Byron,  was  a  yesideat  in 
the^town  until, her  decease  in  1861,  and  was  the  mother  of  the 
Rev.  J.  Byron,  wHo  has  held  the  incumbency,  of  th^  adjacent 
village  0^  Elmstone  Hard  wick  ever  since  1833. 

Sib  Walter  Scott  sought  relief  from  his  intense  appli- 
cation to  the  Waverley  productions,  by  a  visit  on  Npv.  22, 1826. 
He  took  a  course  of  the  mineral  waters,  and  testifted  the  help 
which  they  afforded  towards  his  restoration  to  healJih. 

The  Right  Hoi^.  Spencer  Perchval,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  who  was  assassinated  by  BeUingliam  in  the  lobby 
of  the  House  pf  Commons,  was  an  occasional  resident.  In 
1^12,  after  the  dreadful  catastrophe,  Mrs.  Perceval  and  her 
widowed  family  yepajred  to  the  town,  and  pccupieda  cottage  in 
Copistitution  Place — the  site  of  the  present  PromenaeJ.^  Terrace. 

Tp^  Rev.  W.  Jay  of  Bath,  was  sonae  time  a  resident,  « 
besides  beiiig  ^n  occasional  visitor.     "  On  the  death  of  my  .< 
daughter  Statira,  I  went  to  Cheltenham^. in o^r,by  a, change, of , 
scene  tg  deliver  my  mind  from  that  aeverje  ber(^?v§inent. ..  I 
became  the  guest  of  a  lady  of  that  town  who  was  a  member  of 
the  Established  Church.     She  informed  me,  with  deep  sorrow, 
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that  they  had  a  minister  at  their  church,  who,  as  they  feared, 
did  not  preach  the  gospel ;  and  she  desired  me  to  go  and  hear 
him,  in  order  to  judge  for  myself.  I  went,  and  on  leaving  the 
church  was  asked  whether  that  was  preaching  the  gospel? 
"  Why  really,  my  dear  madam,  that  is  a  very  awkward  question 
for  me  to  answer,  for  it  was  my  own  sermon."  (Kecollections 
of  W.  Jay,  by  his  Son.) 

The  Hebo  of  Algiebs.— -Lord  Viscount  Exmouth,  his 
lady  and  daughter,  arrived  on  Oct.  18,  1816,  under  orders  of 
their  medical  attendants  to  drink  the  waters.  A  procession  of 
the  inhabitants  met  the  Hero,  and  the  town  was  illuminated  on 
the  occasion.  Dr.  Coley,  a  resident  physician,  who  attended 
him,  served  under  the  noble  chief  whilst  in  India. 

The  Gband  Duke  Nicholas,  accompanied  by  Baron 
Nicolay,  Lieut.  Koutousoff,  Mons  de  Savorassoff,  Mons  de 
Glintse,  Dr.  Ciichton,  took  up  their  residence  at  the  Plough,  on 
Jan.  16,  1817. 

The  Gband  Duke  Michael  and  Suite  paid  their  visit  on 
Sept.  10,  1818.  His  Royal  Highness  took  an  interest  in  the 
National  School,  and  School  of  Industry.  He  was  surprised  at 
the  manufactory  of  the  Cheltenham  Salts. 

The  Pebsian  Ambassadob'  paid  a  visit  on  Oct.  14,  181^. 
He  gave  a  brilliant  party  at  the  Assembly  Eooms. 

CflABLES  James  Fox,  the  renowned  orator  and  distinguished 
statesman,  was  an  annual  visitor,  and  resided  at  Yemon  House, 
He  was  the  associate  of  our  townsman  Dr.  Jenner,  as  will  be 
seen  on  reference  to  the  memoir  of  that  eminent  man  in  another 
part  of  this  work. 

The  Pbince  and  Pbincess  of  Denmabk  arrived  on 
July  10,  1822. 

The  Gband  Duchess  Helena,  of  Eussia  and  Suite 
paid  a  visit  on  Aug.  25,  1831. 

The  Abchbishop  of  Cantebbubt  and  family  arrived  in 
May,  1809. 

The  Duke  of  Bbunswick,  Sept.  28,  1836. 

Sib  John  Ross,  the  celebrated  Arctic  navigator,  Dec.  24, 
1836,  and  again  on  Aug.  6,  1856.  Sir  John  Ross,  K.C.B., 
was  the  guest  of  Capt.  St.  Clair,  of  Staverton  Court,  during 
the  visit  of  the  British  Association ;  but  the  health  of  the  gallant 
yeteran  was  in  such  a  weak  state,  being  under  the  medical 
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treatment  of  Br.  Smith  of  this  town,  that  he  was  unable  to 
attend  more  than  a  few  of  the  meetings.  This  gallant  Arctic 
voyager  entered  the  navy  as  far  back  as  1786,  and  during  the 
late  war  was  constantly  actively  engaged.  His  most  important 
services  were  rendered  in  the  Arctic  regions,  where  in  1818  he 
proceeded,  along  with  Sir  W.  E.  Parry.  He  explored  Baffin's 
Bay  for  a  north-west  passage.  He  was  from  1829  to  1833, 
employed  on  a  fresh  expedition  to  the  Arctic  regions.  He 
received  the  honour  of  knighthood  and  companionship  of  the 
Bath  in  1 834.  During  the  war,  Sir  John  Eoss  was  thirteen 
times  wounded.  To  Captain  St.  Clair,  J. P.,  of  this  town  and 
Staverton,  his  messmate  and  most  intimate  friend,  he  presented, 
a  short  time  before  his  death,  two  scenes  of  his  early  exploits ; — 
the  first,  a  view,  painted  by  himself,  of  a  frigate  action ;  and 
the  second,  a  view  of  the  capture  and  destruction  of  a  three- 
decker  in  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar.  Sir  John  Eoss,  notwith- 
standing the  active  life  which  he  led,  was  the  author  of  many 
valuable  works.  Among  the  number  was  the  life  of  one  whose 
family  have  long  been  connected  with  the  town, — "  Memoirs  of 
and  Correspondence  of  Admiral  Lord  de  Saumarez."  Sir  John 
Eoss  was  severely  wounded  at  Ageseras,  when  serving  under  the 
late  Lord  de  Saumarez. 

Sir  E.  Bulwek  Lytton,  M.P.,  paid  his  first  visit  July  18, 
1840.  He  has  since  then  been  a  frequent  sojourner,  and  is 
associated  with  our  local  literati. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire,  and  his  mother,  the  Duchess  of 
Devonshire,  were  frequent  visitors,  and  their  names  are  well- 
known  for  many  private  charities  which  they  supported.  The 
noble  Duke,  so  celebrated  for  his  patronage  of  the  fine  arts, — ^as 
his  **  Palace  of  the  Peak  "  at  Chatsworth,  under  the  management 
of  Sir  Joseph  Paxton,  so  clearly  shows, — paid  his  last  visit  on 
May  20, 1840.  The  Duke  and  suite  occupied  apartments  at  the 
Queen's  Hotel,  and  the  many  pensioners  to  his  bounty  were  daily 
relieved  during  his  stay. 

The  Duke  and  Duchess  St.  Albans  will  long  live  in 
the  remembrance  of  the  residents  of  Cheltenham  for  their^many 
benefactions  daily  given  to  the  local  poor.  The  Duchess  was 
associated  in  early  life  with  the  town,  and  her  mother  lies 
interred  in  the  Parish  Churchyard,  where  a  monument  is  erected 
to  her  memory.    The  rich  and  bentvoleut  heiress  was  an  aunual 
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visitor ;  and  the  noble  Duke,  in  order  to  promote  the  fashionable 
amusements  of  the  place,  revived  the  ancient  practice  of  Hawking 
— his  Grace  being  the  High  Palconer  of  England.  The  sport 
was  a  source  of  attraction  both  to  visitors  and  residents. 

Sib  Habry  Smit^.— June  7, 1847.— The  "  Hero  of  AUiwal " 
was  on  the  following  day  presented  with  an  address  from  the 
inhabitants.  He  received  the  deputation  at  his  place  of  sojourn, 
the  Belle  Vue  Hotel,  and  acknowledged  the  compliment  paid 
him  in  eulogistic  terms,  praising  the  natural  attractions  of  the 
Queen  of  Watering  Places. 

SiE  Chables  Napieb  was  a  frequent  visitor  to  the  town. 
On  the  occasion  of  his  last  visit  he  was  honoured  with  a  public 
dinner  at  the  Queen's  HoteL  The  name  of  "  Ghurnee/'  the 
seat  of  the  gallant  commander's  principal  Indian  victory,  was 
displayed  in  gas  illuminations  at  the  principal  entrance.  In 
September  1848,  "  Major-General  Sir  Charles  Napier,  the  Hero 
of  Scinde,'*  appears  on  the  arrival  list.  He  was  a  resident 
when  last  summoned  to  take  the  command  of  the  British  Army 
in  India. 

The  Abchbishop  of  Dublin,  in  May,  1848.  His  Grace 
preached  in  the  morning  at  St.  Philip's  Church. 

The  young' Afbican  Pbince  Caulker  was  a  long  time 
located  at  the  residence  of  the  Bev.  J.  K.  Foster,  of  Bi*  John's 
Lodge,  in  this  town.  "This  interesting  youth  was  son  of 
Camar  Bar,  Chief  or  JLing  of  Bompey,  in  West  Africa,  brought 
to  England  under  the  patronage  of  the  Countess  of  Hunting- 
don's Missionary  Society,  1853.  During  his  six  yeara  stay  in  i 
CJieltenham,  he  had  the  affliction  to  lose  both  his  parents  and, 
his  sight.  His  uncle  has  succeeded  to  his  father's  throne  of 
power,  in  Bpmpey."  (Cheltenham  Examiner,  June  8,  1859). 

The  Mabquis  of  Bbeadalbane,  Lord  Chamberlain  to 
Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty,  arrived  in  August  1853.  ,  "He 
regularly  drank  the  waters  at  the  Boyal  Spa,  and  expressed 
himself  much  pleased  with  our  beautiful  town." 

TpE  LoBD  Chancellob.— "  Lord  and  Lady  Chelmsford, 
witi^  the  Hon.  Captain ,  Thesiger,  arrived  in  Cheltenham  oh 
Saturday  last,  on  b,  visit  to  Lord  de  Saumarez  at  Montpellier 
Lodge.  Yesterday  his  lordship  lunched  at  Soutbam,  the  seat 
of  ^1;^,  Bight;  Hon.  the  ijarl  of  Ellenborough."  {Cheltenham 
Examiner^  Sept.  8,  1858). 

Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


VISITS   OF   EMINENT   PERSONS.  829 

GENERAL    LEFEBVRB. 

The  wars  of  nations  and  the  many  trials  and  vicissitudes  of 
those  whose  military  profession  oblige  them  to  become  actors  in 
the  scene  of  strife,  have  furnished  abundant  materials  for  the 
historian  and  novelist.  The  soldier-hero,  in  numberless  instances, 
has  a  romance!  in  real  life  to  relate,  more  striking  and  remarkable 
than  the  imagif^ative  fiction  of  a  Bulwer.  Every  place  in 
Europe^  is  associated  by  some  incident  connected  with  the  Wars 
of  Eran^je  and  England  daring  the  Bourbon  and  Bonaparte 
dynasties.  Even  Cheltenham,  removed  and  retired  as  it  is 
from  any  military  station^  was,  notwithstanding,  called  into 
notice  by  an  event  which  it  will  be  our  aim  to  relate. 

During  the  twenty -three  years'  war  with  France,  many 
prisoners  were  made  by  both  nations.  These  were  taken  to 
different  towns^  under  various  regulations,  accordieg  to  rank  in- 
life,  until  eioh^iged  for  others.  The  French  prisoners  appear 
to  have  been  treated  with  kindness  by  their  English  captors, 
and  there  is  no  instance  of  any  complaint  being  found  in  any  of 
the  foreign  accounts  of  this  protracted  war.  The  prisoners,  on 
the  whole,  seem  to  have  been  well  behaved,  for  they  conquered 
much  stubborn  prejudice  that  then  existed,  and  became  **  at 
home  "  in  the  land  of  their  captivity. 

At  the  time  when  th«  war  was  at  its  height,  prisoners  of  war 
weire  brought  to  Cheltenham.  They  consisted  ci  three  generals 
and  several  private  soldiers.  They  were  located  in  Cambraj, 
the  Tewkesbury  Eoad,  and  the  High  Street.  They  were  allowed 
a  parole  of  three  miles  around  the  limits  of  the  town.  Among 
the  number  was  General  Lefebvre,  unquestionably  one  of  the 
most  valiant  and  remarkable  men  that  belonged  to  the  military 
ranks  of  the  great  Napoleon.  His  life  is  a  romance  in  hisstory, 
and  his  connection  with  this  place  necessarily  links  the  town 
with  the  general  'history  of  the  French  wars.  He  is  well 
remembered  by  many  of  our  residents,  and  is  spoken  of  as  a 
personof . a yery  affable  and  mild« demeanour.  A Ibinb,  Countess 
of  Buckingham,  was  at  that  time  among  the  number  of  visitors, 
and  she  gave  ^parties  on  a  large  and  brilliant  scale.  In  the  list 
of  the  company  present,  as  given  in  the  local  press,  the  names 
of  the  French  General  and  his  lady  tinvariably  appear^  The 
noblCf  captive  jnipgiei  with i the t upper  waiksvof. society,  and 
made  himself  famiUar  by  his  regular  attendance  at  all  public 
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places  of  resort.  •  Nearly  a  year  had  passed  pleasantly  away, 
(without  much  on  the  part  of  the  General  to  complain  of  in  the 
way  of  English  treatment,  beyond  the  restrictions  of  parole), 
when  the  news  ran  through  the  town  that  the  Frenchman  had 
fled  1  The  local  consternation  was  great  indeed.  The  town 
crier  immediately  proclaimed  the  news,  bell  in  hand,  to  the 
astonished  inhabitants.  The  only  resident  magistrate,  headed 
by  the  manorial  constables  and  a  few  of  the  townsfolk,  hurried 
to  the  outskirts  of  the  place  to  prevent  escape.  There  was  no 
police  force  in  those  days ;  and  if  there  had  been,  they  -could 
not,  with  all  their  Tlgilance,  have  effected  a  capture.  Lefebvre 
had  well  arritnged  his  plans.  When  next  heard  of,  he  was 
fighting  by  the  side  of  his  beloved  master,  Napoleon ;  and  in 
most  of  the  severe  engagements  which  had  preceded  the  battle 
of  Waterloo,  he  took  an  active  part.  Lefebvre  and  two  other 
captive  generals,  during  yieir  local  sojourn,  occupied  No.  131, 
High-street,  directly  facing  the  Colonnade.  Gen.  Lefebvre  was 
a  Count  of  the  French  Empire,  and  arrived  in  Cheltenham  with 
his  Duchess  in  February  1811.  He  was  taken  prisoner  in  a 
rencontre  near  Salagran,  just  previous  to  the  retreat  of  Sir  J. 
Moore ;  and  by  the  intercession  of  Col.  McLeod  of  this  town, 
was  placed  at  Cheltenham,  in  return  for  civilities  received  by 
him  at  France,  while  detained  in  that  country  as  prisoner  of 
war  by  Bonaparte.  He  was  treated  with  the  most  marked 
attention  by  all  the  resident  gentry,  and  was  invited  to  all  the 
parties  of  note.  "Gen.  Lefebvre  was  a  great  favourite  of 
Bonaparte,  who,  we  hear,  had  made  him  a  Count.  He  was 
married  to  the  daughter  of  an  eminent  banker  of  Paris.  This 
lady  had  been  now  about  twelve  months  in  Paris,  being  per- 
mitted to  come  over  and  reside  with  the  General  in  this  town." 
"  The  General  personated  a  German  Count,  took  a  post  chaise 
in  this  town  for  London.  Madame  Lefebvre,  who  was  attired 
in  boy's  clothes,  passed  for  his  son,  and  his  Aid-de-Camp  was 
in  the  humble  capacity  of  valet-de-chambre.  They  alighted  at 
an  hotel  in  Jermyn  Street,  London.  The  feigned  Count  stated 
his  intention  of  quitting  England  with  his  son,  and  that  he  came 
to  London  for  the  necessary  passports.  In  the  same  style  of 
travelling  the  party  reached  Dover,  where  a  smuggling  boat 
conveyed  them  to  the  coast  of  France."  {Cheltenham  Chronicle), 
In  the  Morning  Post  of  1812,   there  is  a  Proclamation  in 
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reference  to  the  escape,  and  a  government  reward  of  ten  guineas 
for  the  re-capture.  The  prisoner  is  described  as  "  thirty-eight 
years  of  age,  five  feet  ten  inches  high,  slender  made,  o?al 
visage,  fair  complexion,  dark  brown  hair,  grey  eyes,  has  a  small 
scar  on  the  right  side  of  the  face.  Amand  le  Due,  aid-de-camp 
to  Lefebvre,  is  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  five  feet  ten  inches 
high,  stout  made,  oval  visage,  fair  copaplexion,  dark  hair,  hazel 
eyes,  and  marked  with  the  small  pox."  It  was  deemed  prudent 
after  tliis  escape  to  remove  the  other  French  prisoners  then  in 
the  town.  An  order  was  shortly  afterwards  issued  for  their 
being  sent  to  Abergavenny.  The  next  news  that  appears  in  the 
local  paper  is  the  taking  of  Lefebvre  a  prisoner  for  the  second 
time : — 

"It  is  a  matter  of  exultation  to  our  townsmen,  and  genuine 
pleasure  to  ourselves,  to  have  learnt  the  re-capture  of  General 
Lefebvre,  who  recently  broke  his  parole,  and  escaped  with  his 
wife  and  servant  from  this  place.  He  was  taken  by  the  gallant 
Kutusoff  in  the  last  discomfiture  of  the  French  near  Wilna. 
During  his  stay  with  us,  the  polite  attention  of  the  nobility  and 
gentry  to  him  was  as  general  as  unremitting ;  invitation  followed 
invitation,  and  marks  of  kindness  succeeding  endeavours  to 
please ; — thus  every  effort  was  used  to  palliate  the  ideal  severity 
of  retrenched  liberty.  In  return  for  English  courtesy,  he  flew 
to  oppose  British  allies ;  and  the  sword,  which  honour  and 
gratitude  should  have  coi^ned  to  the  scabbard,  is  reared  against 
us.  We  understand  government  purposes  making  application 
to  the  Court  of  St.  Petersburg  for  the  above  officer ;  but  we 
conceive  he  will  save  the  Eussians  the  trouble  of  delivery,  by 
escaping  to  France  :  but  should  he  arrive,  he  may  rely  upon  not 
having  the  benefit  of  the  Cheltenham  Waters."  {Cheltenham 
Chronicle^  January  1813).  "  When  Gen,  LefebVre  was  taken 
prisoner  at  the  skirmish  of  Benevente,  in  Spain,  he  requested 
Sir  J.  Moore  would  allow  him  to  go  to  Calais  by  land,  as  a 
passage  by  sea  always  injured  his  health ;  and  that,  on  his 
honour,  as  an  officer,  he  would  proceed  to  Dover,  and  give  him- 
self up  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  Sir  J.  Moore  replied,  he  might 
meet  with  some  danger  in  crossing  the  channel,  but  he  would 
allow  him  an  English  frigate,  which  he  knew  would  go  safe  to 
any  part  of  the  globe  without  difficulty,  and  would  soon  waft 
him  over  the  bay."   {Cheltenham   Chronicle,  Jan.  26,  1813). 
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'^General  Lefebvre  is  at  this  moment  receiving  the  tributary 
cavalry  horses  in  that  capital,  for  retndunting  volunteers  for  the 
promised  retaliative  campaign  in  Russia."  {Cheltenham  Chronicle^ 
Feb.  18, 1813).  The  GiBneral  was  severely  wounded  in  a  conflict 
at  Brienne,  fighting  by  the  side  of  Napoleon,  and  shortly  afterwards 
died.  The  feeling  of  the  inhabitants  at  the  time  appeal^  manifest  in 
an  announcement  in  the  Cheltenham  Chronicle  of  Oct.  17, 1816, 
of  the  arrival  in  the  town  of  "  Bonaparte's  cdebrated  Military 
Carriage,^  taken  at  Waterloo,  with  its  curious  contents,  as 
presented  to  the  Prince  Regent  by  Blucher.  It  U  dtawn  by  the 
same  horses  and  driven  by  the  same  coachman  as  when  the 
property  of  the  ex-Emperor." 

Intimately  connected  with'  the  visits  of  the  many  "eminent 
personages  here  narrated  is  the  subject  of  local  amusements. 
The  earlier  visitors,  among  whom  were  Royalty  and  some  of  the 
first  English  and  foreign  families  of  title,  were  patrons' of  dramatic 
performances,  and,  as  a  consequence,  led  to  the  establishmeiit  of 
a  theatre  itt  the  town.  To  this  fortunate  circumstance  Chelt- 
enham owes  its  celebrity  and  fanie  in  the  pages  of  histrionic 
literature,  and  stands  distinguished  as  one  of  the  most  important 
dramatic  stations  of  the  past  century,  as  the  ,next  Chapter  will 
fully  detail. 


CHAPTER  XVm. 

Btamatfc    f^istots. 

THE  past  history  of  the  Drama  in  Cheltenham  abounds  in 
incidents  of  the  deepest  interest, .  connected  with  the 
progress  of  the  histrionic  art  during  the  past  century.  These 
incidents,  which  we  here  record,  reveal  the  pleasing  fact  that  no 
town  in  England  has  contributed  more  to  advance  land  elevate 
the  Drama  than  our  own.  Sniall  and  tural  as^was  the  local 
poptiiation^in  the  Elizabethan  fe*a,  it  ^et' gavV'^u^port  td  the 
poor  stroUing  player,  as  he  passed  en  route  with  his  rude  scenic 
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property.  So  early  as  (He  year  1612,  the  following  entry  occurs 
on  the  Manor  Rolls  :  "  Presentment — that  Dobbins  ^  sounded 
his  drum  up  and  down  the  town  of  Cheltenham,  in  the  Market, 
accompanied  by  R.  Gierke,  and  divers  other  young  fellows ; 
Gierke  following  Dobbins  with  a  truncheon,  like  a  lyvetenant  or 
or  marshallman,  and.  proclaiming,  that  whosoever  would  hear  a 
play  should  come  to  the  Sign  of  the  Grown."  The  borough 
was  eminent  for  the  quantity  of  malt  which  it  made,  which  led 
to  the  erection  of  malt  houses.  It  was  in  these  buildings  that 
the  Drama  was  "first  performed ;  and  even  Royalty  itself,  with 
all  the  fashionable  visitors  of  the  day,  had  no  better  place  to 
resort  to.  The  visit  of  a  body  of  comedians  is  thus  noticed  in 
the  Cirencester  Mying  Post^  of  Aug.  6,  1744 — the  second 
county  newspaper  established  : — 

"  We  hear  from  Cheltenham  Spaw,  that  the  Warwick  Company 
of  Comedians,  who  are  now  entertaining  the  quality  and  gentry 
there,  intend  going  from  thence  to  Stratford-upon-Avon,  with  ten 
plays,  selected  from  Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  Shakespere,  Be» 
Jonson,  Dryden,  Congreve,  &c.^  never  performed  there  before, 
being  provided  with  clothes,  scenes,  and  decorations  for  per- 
forming the  plays  of  these  celebrated  authors." 

Cheltenham  occupies  an  important  position  in  the  history  of 
dramatic  literature.  A,*^  the  period  when  its  mineral  waters  first 
began  to  attract  visitors  from  all  parts  of  Great  ^Britain,  a 
humble  theatre  graced  the  top  of  the  present  Pittville  Street,  in 
a  court  called  "  Cpffee  House  Yard."  Within  the  walls  of  this 
now  demolished  building,  have  appeared  the  greatest  and  most 
celebrated  of  modem  performers.  The  original  Cheltenhan^ 
Theatre,  although  only  an  old  malt-house  and  stable  adjacent, 
fitted  up  and  attached  to  premises*  then  known  as  "  Newcastle 
House,'  a  sort  of  boarding-house — did  in  fact  prove  to  a  Siddons, 
a  Kemble,  and  to  others,  a  stepping-stone  to  their  future  great- 
ness—raising thtm  from  the  depths  of  poverty  and  obscurity  to 
the  highest  rank  in  their  profession.  "  Near  Newcastle  House 
being  the  sphere  in  which  thp  brilliant  genius  of  a  Siddons  did 
not  disdain  to  shed  forth  its  lustre.  The  *  tyring  room '  being 
a  hay  loft,  tod  the  *  arena '  a  stable,  fitted  up  for  the  *  nonce,' 
The  heroine  in  her  sable  garb  of  woe,  came  always  in  her  chair, 
diressed  for  the  character  she  had  to  perform,  and  was  conducted 
by  a  miserable  flight  of  steps  to  the  general  green  room." 
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(Weller).  Here  it  was  that  John  Kemble  performed  for  the 
first  time  in  his  life,  when  a  poor  youth,  unknown  to  the  world 
even  by  name. 

The  ever-to-be-remembered  Mrs.  Siddons  stands  indebted  to 
the  urbanity  of  one  of  the  visitors  to  this  "  Queen  of  Watering 
Places  "  for  her  first  introduction  to  the  metropolitan  stage. 
This  was  the  Hon.  Miss  Boyle,  daughter  of  Lord  Dungarvon, 
an  accomplished  lady,  and  the  authoress  of  a  volume  of  poems. 
She  was  in  after-life  married  to  Lord  0*Neil,  of  Shane's  Castle, 
in  Ireland,  and  her  mother's  second  husband  was  the  Earl  of 
Aylesbury.  The  poetic  talents  which  this  young  lady  possessed, 
enabled  her  to  more  readily  discern  and  appreciate  those  which 
were  developed  in  the  acting  of  Mrs.  Siddons.  Miss  Boyle 
witnessed  the  performance  of  the  then  poor  and  almost  unknown 
actress,  at  Cheltenham ;  and  such  was  the  favourable  impression 
which  it  produced  on  her  mind,  that  she  wrote  to  Garrick,  who 
invited  Mrs.  Siddons  to  London— an  invitation  which  was 
accepted^  and  which  led  the  way  to  fortune  and  to  fame. 
Campbell,  the  well-known  poet,  has  published  a  copious  "  Life 
of  Mrs.  Siddons,"  and  he  commences  his  sketch  of  her  local 
career  by  remarking  : — "  In  the  course  of  the  year  1744,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Siddons  were  both  engaged  to  act  at  Cheltenham. 
That  place,  though  now  an  opulent  and  considerable  town,  con- 
sisted in  those  days  of  only  one  tolerable  street,  through  the 
middle  of  which  ran  a  clear  stream  of  water,  with  stepping- 
stones  that  served  as  a  Bridge."  The  author  states  that  Miss 
Boyle,  accompanied  by  her  mother  and  the  Earl  of  Aylesbury, 
having  decided  upon  spending  an  evening  at  the  theatre,  went 
to  the  box-keeper  to  enquire  concerning  the  piece  selected  for 
representation.  Upon  being  told  that  it  was  "  Venice  Preserved," 
''  they  all  laiughed  heartily)  and  promised  themselves  a  treat  of 
the  ludicrous  in  the  misrepresentation  of  the  piece.  Some  one 
WHO  overheard  their  mirth,  kindly  reported  it  to  Mrs.  Siddons. 
She  had  the  part  of  Belvidera  alloted  to  her,  and  prepared  for 
the  performance  of  it  with  no  enviable  feelings.  In  spite  of 
much  agitation,  however,  she  got  through  it.  She  went  home, 
after  the  play,  grievously  mortified."  Of  the  abilities  manifested 
by  the  then  poor  actress,  in  the  truly  arduous  character  which 
she  attempted  under  such  unfavourable  circumstances,  we  are 
enabled  to  judge  by  the  effect  produced,  which  is  thus  narrated 
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by  Mr.  Campbell ; — "  Next  day,  Mr.  Siddons  met  in  the  street 
with  Lord  Aylesboiy,  who  inquired  after  Mrs.  Siddons'  health, 
and  expressed  not  only  his  own  admiration  of  her  last  night's 
excellent  acting,  but  related  its  effects  upon  the  ladies  of  his 
party.  They  had  wept,  he  said,  so  excessively,  that  they  were 
unpresentable  in  the  morning,  and  were  confined  to  their  rooms 
with  headaches.  Mr.  Siddons  hastened  home  to  gladden  his 
fair  spouse  with  this  intelligence.  Miss  Boyle  soon  afterwards 
visited  Mrs.  Siddons  at  her  lodgings,  took  the  deepest  interest 
in  her  fortunes,  and  continued  her  ardent  friend  until  her  death." 
The  following  passage  from  the  work  entitled  "  John  Halifax, 
Qentleman,"  (7th  edition),  graphically  describes  Mrs.  Siddon's 
at  the  Coffee  House  Yard  Theatre.  '*  In  a  few  minutes  we  had 
started  in  a  flutter  of  gaiety  and  excitement  for  Coffee  House 
Yard.  It  was  a  poor  place,  little  better  than  a  barn,  built  in 
the  lane  leading  out  of  the  High  Street.  This  lane  was  almost 
blocked  up  with  play-goers  of  all  ranks,  and  in  all  sorts  of 
equipages,  from  tbe  coach  to  the  sedan  chair,  mingled  with  a 
motley  crowd  on  foot,  all  jostling,  fighting,  and  screaming,  till 
the  place  became  a  complete  bear  garden.  The  crowd  grew 
denser  and  more  formidable.  I  looked  beyond  it  up  towards 
the  hills  that  rose  in  various  directions  round  the  town ; — how 
green  and  quiet  they  were  in  a  still  June  evening.  But  now 
there  came  a  slight  swaying  in  the  crowd,  as  a  sedan  chair  was 
borne  through,  or  attempted  to  be — for  the  effort  failed.  There 
was  a  scuffle,  and  one  of  the  bearers  was  knocked  down  and 
hurt.  Some  cried  '  Shame !'  -others  seemed  to  think  this  incident 
only  added  to  the  frolic.  At  last,  in  the  midst  of  the  confusion, 
a  lady  put  her  head  out,  and  gazed  around  her.  It  was  a 
remarkable  eountenance ;  once  seen,  you  could  never  forget  it. 
Pale,  rather  large  in  outline — an  aquifine  nose — full,  passionate 
yet  sensitive  lips — and  very  dark  eyes.  She  spoke,  and  the 
voice  belonged  naturaUy  to  such  a  face.  "  Good  people,  let  me 
pass— *I  am  Sarah  Siddons.''  The  crowd  divided  instant-* 
aneously,  and  in  moving,  set  up  a  cheer  that  must  have  rang 
through  all  the  town.  There  was  a  minute's  pause,  while  she 
bowed  and  smiled-^uch  a  smile !  and  then  the  sedan  curtain 
closed.  It  was  a  glorious  night.  At  this  distance  of  time, 
when  I  look  back  upon  it,  my  old  blood  leaps  and  burns.  I 
repeat,  it  was  a  glorious  night  I     Before  the  curtain  rope  we 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


336  HISTOBT   OF   CHELTENHAM. 

had  time  to  glance  about  us  on  that  scene — the  inside  of  a 
theatre.  Shabby  and  small  as  the  place  was,  it  was  filled  by 
all  the  beau  monde  of  Cheltenham,  which  then,  patronised  by 
^y^ty ,  rivalled  even  Bath  in  it s  fashion  and  folly.  Such  a  dashing 
of  diamonds  and  spangled  turbans,  and  Prince  of  Wales'  plumois. 
Such  an  odd  mingling  of  fashion^  which  was. then  in  a  transition 
state,  the  old  ladies  sticking  tenaciously  to  the  stately  silkeii 
petticoats  and  long  bodices,  while  the  younger  belles  had  began 
to  flaunt  in  the  French  fashions  of  flimsy  muslin's,  stort 
waisted,  narrow  skirted.  But  the  play  began.  I  am  (not  going 
to  follow  it :  all  the  world  has  heard  of  the  Lady  Macbeth  of 
Mrs.  Siddons.  This,  the  first  and  last  play  I  ever  witnessed, 
stands  out  to  my  memory,  after  more  than  half  a  o^iiury,  as 
clear  as  on  that  night.  Still  I  can  see  her  in  her  fijrst  scenes 
*  reading  a  letter' — that  wondrous  woman,  who,  in  spite  of  her 
modern  black  yelvet  and  point  lace,  did  not  act,  but  was  Lvudy 
Macbeth :  still  I  hear  the  awe-struck,  questioning,  weird-like 
tone,  that  sent  an  involuntary  shudder  through  the  house,  as  if 
supernatural  things  were  abroad — *  Thei/  made  themselvearrv^ir/' 
And  still  there  quivers  through  the  silence  that  piteous  cry  of  a 
strong  heart  broken — 'All  the  perfume  qf  Arabia  wiU  never 
sweeten  this  little  hand/*  Well,  she  is  gone,  like  the  brief  three 
hours  when  we  hung  on  her  very  breath,  as  if  it  would  stay 
even  the  wheels  qf  time»  But  they  have  whirled  on— whirled 
her  away  with  them  into  the  infinite,  and  into  eai^hly  oblivion  I 
People  tell  me  that  a  new  generation  only  smiles  at  the  tradi* 
tional  glory  of  Sarah  Siddons.  They  never  saw  her.  .  For  mci 
I  shall  go  down  to  the  grave  worshipping  her  still." 

Mrs.  Siddons  wrote  a  journal  of  her  life,  and  in  reference  to 
this  locality,  she  remarks — "  Mr.  Zing,  by  order  of  Mr.  Garrick, 
who  had  heard  some  account  of  me  from  the  Aylesbury  family, 
came  to  Cheltenham  to  see  me  in  the  '  Fair  Penitent.'  I  knev« 
neither  Mr.  King  nor  his  purpose,  but  I  shortly  afterwards 
received  an  invitation  from  Garrick  himself,  upon  ^veiy  low 
terms.  Happy  to  be  placed  where  I  presumptuously  auguml 
that  I  should  do  all  that  I  have  since  achieved,  if  I  could  but 
once  gain  the  opportunity,  I  instantly  paid  my  respects  to  the 
great  man.  I  was  at  that  time  good-looking;  and  certainly^ 
all  things  considered,  an  actress  well  worth  my  poor  five  pounds 
per  week," 
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Mrs.  Siddons  pursued  her  career  in  London  and  the  provinces 
witli  greater  success  than  has  ever  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  other 
actress.  That  she  was  the  most  extraordinary  woman  that  ever 
trod  the  stage,  is  universally  acknowledged.  After  realizing  an 
independency  she  retired  fit)m  public  life.  In  a  short  time 
after  her  withdrawal  from  the  stage,  death  deprived  her  of 
several  near  relatives,  which  broke  her  constitution,  and  brought 
on  a  severe  indisposition.  To  remedy  this,  she  was  advised  to 
take  up  her  abode  in  Cheltenham,  advice  which  was  acted  upon, 
as  is  evident  from  the  following  letter  :— 

TO  MRS.  7ITZ  HUGH. 

"  Birch  Farm,  Cheltenham,  Jane  1803. 
"Dear  Madam,— The  serenity  of  the  place,  the  sweet  air  and  scenery  of  my 
cottage,  and  the  medicinal  effects  of  the  waters  have  done  some  good  to  my 
shattered  constitution.  1  am  unable  at  times  to  reconcile  myself  to  my  fate. 
The  darling  being  for  whom  I  mourn  is  assuredly  released  from  a  lile  of  suffering, 
and  numbered  amongst  the  blessed  spirits  made  perfect.  But  to  be  separated  fur 
eyer,  in  spits  of  reason,  and  in  spite  of  religion,  is,  at  times,  too  much  for  me. 
Give  my  love  to  dear  Charles  Moore,  if  you  chance  to  see  him.  Have  you  read 
his  beautiful  account  of  my  dear  Sally  P  It  is  done  with  a  truth  and  modesty 
which  has  given  me  the  sincerest  of  all  pleasures  that  I  am  now  allowed  to  feel, 
and  assures  me  still  more  than  ever  that  he  who  could  feel  and  taste  such  excel- 
lence was  worthy  of  the  particular  regard  she  had  for  him. 

"  Yours  very  truly, 

"Sakah  Siddons." 

Mr.  Campbell  relates — "  During  her  stay  at  Birch  Farm,  she 
was  consoled  by  having  her  little  daughter  Cecilia  with  her.  Her 
brother,  John  Kemble,  and  Charles  Moore,  also  came  to  her  in 
this  retreat ;  and  the  whole  congenial  party  left  Cheltenham  in 
July  to  make  an  excursion  among  the  scenery  of  the  Wye, 
which  proved  of  benfit  to  Mrs.  Siddons'  spirits." 

"  Birch  Farm,"  so  feelingly  alluded  to  by  Mrs.  Siddons  in  her 
letter — "the  sweet  air  and  scenery  of  my  cottage,"  —  was 
situate  at  the  top  of  North-street,  on  the  site  of  Camden  villa, 
and  near  the  present  Clarence-square.  This,  and  the  whole  of 
what  now  constitutes  the  Fittville  Estate,  was  at  the  period  the 
great  actress  wrote,  a  rural  and  retired  portion  of  the  vicinity, 
and  occupied  as  farm  land. 

"  The  theatre  at  Cheltenham  was  under  the  management  of 
its  proprietor,  Watson.  He  was  of  a  respectable  family  of 
Quakers  in  Clonmel.  In  John  Kemble's  younger  days,  he  was 
a  near  ally  of  his,  and  both  belonged  to  a  strolling  company. 
They  lived,  or  rather  by  Watson's  account,  ^tarts^i  together. 
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At  one  time  they  were  left  penniless ;  and  after  continued 
vicissitudes,  Watson  assured  me,  such  was  their  distress,  that 
at  that  time  they  were  glad  to  get  into  a  turnip  field,  and  make 
a  meal  of  its  produce  uncooked :  and,  he  added,  it  was  while 
regaling  on  the  raw  vegetable,  that  they  hit  upon  a  scheme  to 
recruit  their  finances;  And  a  lucky  turnip  it  turned  out.  It 
was  neither  more  nor  less  than  that  John  Kemble  should  turn 
Methodist  preacher,  and  Watson  perform  the  part  of  clerk. 
The  scheme  was  organized,  and  Tewkesbury  was  the  first  scene 
of  action.  They  drew  together,  in  a  field,  a  numerous  congre- 
gation ;  and  Kemble  preached  with  «uch  piety,  and  so  much 
effect,  that  a  large  collection  rewarded  his  labours,"  (Kelly'a 
Eeminiscenes). 

The  Kemble  family  performed  in  a  barn  at  the  Oldbury,  in 
Tewkesbury,  alternately  with  the  Coffee  House  Yard  Theatre,  at 
Cheltenham.  At  the  period  this  anecdote  alludes  to,  they  were 
in  destitute  circumstances,  and  walked  from  one  performance  to 
another  across  the  fields,  subsisting  upon  what  they  could  pick 
up  in  their  path.  The  elder  Kemble  was  the  manager,  and  his 
wife  and  young  family  were  the  principal  performers.  The 
remarkable  abiUties  of  Kemble  must  be  evident  from  the  fact 
that  he  was  enabled  to  so  ably  personate  the  preacher.  Two 
members  of  this  family  were  driven  to  perform  the  same  act 
^uring  their  journeys  along  the  foot  road  between  the  two  towns. 
The  money  on  these  occasions  were  received  in  a  large  old- 
fashioned  nutmeg  grater  with  a  hinged  cover.  This  relic  was 
preserved  at  the  Cheltenham  Theatre  with  scrupulous  care,  by 
the  late  dramatic  veteran,  Mr.  Adamson,  the  box-office  keeper, 
who,  in  return  for  favours  granted  in  his  declining  age,  presented 
it  to  the  late  warm  patron  of  the  Drama — Earl  Fitzhardinge. 

The  author  of  "  John  Halifax,  Gentleman,"  has  thus  described 
the  scene.  The  fictitious  sermon  was  preached  on  the  spot 
known  as  the  *'  Bloody  Meadow,"  and  to  an  audience  composed 
mostly  of  the  agricultural  population.  "  His  harangue,  although 
given  as  a  sermon,  was  strictly  a  moral  essay,  such  as  might  have 
emanated  from  any  professor's  chair.  In  fact,  he  had  given  for 
his  text,  one  which  the  simple  rustics  received  in  all  respect,  as 
coming  from  a  higher  and  holier  volume  then  Shakespere, — 
'  Mercy  is  twice  blessed,  it  blesseth  him  that  gives  and  him  that 
t^kcs.*    And  on  that  tcott  did  he  dilate  j  gradually  warming 
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with  bis  subject.  We  had  nerer  heard  such  eloqnenee.  At 
eighteen  and  twenty  it  dazzled  me.  No  wonder  it  afPected  the 
rest  of  the  audience.  Eeeble  men  leaning  on  forks  and  rakes, 
shook  their  old  heads  sagely  as  if  they  understood  it  alL  And 
when  the  speaker  alluded  to  the  horrors  of  war — ^a  subject  that 
came  so  bitterly  home  to  every  heart  in  Britain — ^many  women 
melted  into  sobs  and  tears.  At  last,  when  the  orator,  himself 
moved  by  the  pictures  he  had  conjured  up,  paused  suddenly, 
quite  exhausted,  and  asked  for  a  slight  contribution  to  b^^lp  a 
deed  of  charity,  there  was  a  general  rush  towards  him.  '  No — 
no  my  good  people ; — No]  I  will  not  lake  from  any  one  more 
than  a  penny,  and  then  ^only  if  they  are  quite  sure  that  they 
can  spare  it.  Thank  you  all,  my  veiy  worthy  and  approved 
good  masters,  and  a  fair  harvest  to  you.'  He  bowed  them  away 
in  a  dignified  and  graceful  manner,  still  standing  on  the  hay 
cart.  He  descended  from  the  cart.  His  companion  burst  into 
roars  of  laughter ;  but  the  preacher  looked  grave.  *  Hang  me 
if  I'll  be  at  this  trick  again.  But  starvation  is— excuse  me — 
unpleasant,  and  necessity  has  no  law.  It  is  of  vital  consequence 
that  I  should  reach  Cheltenham  to-night ;  and  after  walking 
twenty  miles,  one  cannot  walk  ten  more,  and  afterwards  appear 
as  Macbeth  to  an  admiring  audience.'  The  fact  that,  under  a 
like  necessity,  the  same  amusing  play  was  played  out  here  years 
ago,  as  I  told  you,  by  John  Philip — ^no,  I  will  not  conceal  his 
nam3,  the  greatest  actor,  and  the  truest  gentleman  our  English 
stage  has  ever  seen— John  Philip  Kemble." 

We  further  record  another  incident,  which,  although  trifling 
in  itself,  yet  illustrates  the  trials  and  vicissitudes  which  this 
talented  family  passed  through.  Mr.  Eoger  Kemble  had  set 
apart  John  Kemble  to  be  educated  for  the  church.  The  son, 
however,  left  the  trammels  of  a  college  life,  and  launched  into 
the  then  precarious  profession  of  a  theatrical  performer.  He 
had  walked  from  Bristol  to  Wales,  and  from  thence  through 
Gloucester  to  Cheltenham.  His  necessities  were  great,  and  he 
was  relieved  by  a  subscription  raised  by  the  company  attached 
to  his  father's  theatre  at  Brecknock.  John  Kemble,  on  his 
arrival  in  this  town,  made  his  first  attempt  at  performing  on  the 
stage.  '*  Here  he  made  his  dehut ;  and  although  he  continued  to 
be  received  with  some  applause,  his  remuneration  was  so  trifling, 
that  he  was  at  times  involved  in  rather  ludicrous  situations, 
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arising  from  extreme  distress.  One  night,  when  he  was  to 
appear  as  Yentidius,  in  *  All  for  Love/  he  was  much  embarrassed 
by  his  landlady  retaining  his  shirt,  which  she  had  to  wash,  until 
he  paid  fifteen  pence  which  was  due,  but  which  it  was  impossible, 
in  this  emergency,  to  raise.  The  rest  of  the  company  were  in 
equal  distress ;  and  to  add  to  the  want  of  a  shirt,  only  one 
ruffle  could  be  found  among  them.  To  elude  the  observations 
of  the  audience,  Ventidius  was  therefore  obliged  to  manoeuvre, 
ahd  he  pinned  the  single  ruffle  on  his  right  hand,  and  went 
through  the  whole  of  the  first  act  with  his  left  hand  wrapped  up 
in  his  cloak ;  but,  naturally  supposing  that  the  audience  would 
consider  it  strange  that  he  should  use  only  his  right  hand,  he 
kept  occasionally  shifting  the  ruffle  from  one  hand  to  the  other, 
and  thus  evaded  observation."  {Theatrical  Times). 

In  August,  1809,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Kemble  were  in  the 
height  of  their  prosperity,  and  attracted  crowded  houses  in 
Cheltenham,  playing  in  the  "  Soldier's  Daughter,' .and  "  Much 
A.do  about  Nothing." 

Stephen  Kemble,  in  his  declining  years,  turned  poet,  and 
published  a  volume,  entitled  "  Odes,  Lyrical  Ballads,  and  Poems, 
on  various  subjects,  by  Stephen  George  Kemble,  comedian." 
Remembering  the  kindness  he  met  with  in  early  life  from  the 
local  friends  of  the  Drama,  he  thus  appeals  for  support  as  an 
author,  in  the  CAelien/uim  Chronicle  of  May  25,  1809.  ''  Long 
experience  engendered  hope  that  the  same  generous  public  that 
had  so  often  listened  to  me  with  indulgence,  might  still  cherish 
a  favourable  impression  towards  me,  and  thus  be,  in  some  small 
degree,  prepared  to  receive  graciously  perhaps  the  last  effort  of 
a  veteran  actor  to  amuse  them." 

Kelly  has  recorded  the  local  vicissitudes  of  another  great 
name — Edmund  Kean.  The  unrivalled  personator  of  that 
extraordinary  creation  of  Shakespere — Eichard  the  Third, 
arrived  with  a  strolling  company  in  the  town,  and  played  to 
empty  benches.  Kean  was  driven  to  the  necessity  of  begging 
a  meal  upon  trust.  Knowing  that  the  daughter  of  a  butcher, 
residing  near  the  Bed  Lion,  in  the  High  Street,  was  a  frequenter 
of  his  canvass  theatre,  he  appealed  to  her  for  a  small  beef  steak 
"  on  tick,"  to  be  paid  out  of  the  night's  receipts.  The  girl 
complied  with  the  request ;  but  just  as  the  actor  had  obtained 
the  favour,  the  ^ri's  father  walked  into  the  shop,  and  Kean,  to 
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prevent  his  seeing  it,  hid  the  long  coveted  dinner  behind  him. 
A  hungry  dog  passing  at  the  time,  seized  the  steak  for  his  prey ; 
and  that  night,  "  Crooked-back  Dick  "  was  performed  with  a 
empty  stomach !  But  such  are  the  fluctuations  in  an  actor's 
life,  that  in  a  few  years  afterwards,  when  Kean  visited  this  town, 
he  was  paid  £50  for  a  morning  performance,  the  same  sum  at 
Tewkesbury  in  the  afternoon,  and  again  at  Gloucester  in  the 
evening — thus  making  £150  in  one  day  ! 

"The  all  powerful  attractions  of  Edmund  Kean  were  on 
Tuesday  last  fully  shewn,  by  the  throng  which  attended' our 
theatre  to  witness  his  unrivalled  performance  of  Eichard  III. 
At  the  early  part  of  the  previous  week  all  the  boxes  were  taken ; 
and  such  was  the  desire  to  see  him,  that  even  the  gallery  became 
the  resort  of  respectability;  the  musicians  relinquished  their 
seats  in  the  orchestra,  taking  their  station  behind  the  scenes." 
{Cheltenham  Chronicle,  September,  1814). 

The  fame  thus  honourably  acquired,  has  descended  to  the 
son.  In  the  year  1861,  the  rank  and  fashion  of  Cheltenham 
assembled  in  the  same  crowded  manner  to  witness  the  perform- 
ances of  Mr.  Charles  Kean,  whose  abilities  as  an  actor  have 
gained  for  him  the  especial  patronage  of  the  Queen  of  these 
realms. 

In  the  obscure  building  in  Coffee  House  Yard,  the  im- 
mortal personages  who  performed  within  its  rude  walls,  were 
the  means  of  first  making  the  Drama  locally  popular.  The 
taste  thus  created  had  its  influence  in  due  time.  In  1782,  a 
theatre  was  erected  near  the  site  of  the  existing  York  Tavern. 
This  building,  when  compared  with  its  successor,  was  of  but 
small  dimensions ;  but  its  historical  associations  are  now  inter- 
esting. In  this  local  Temple  of  the  Muses  have  performed 
some  of  the  most  eminent  actors  of  the  past  century,  at  a  time 
when  they  were  poor  ana  unknown.  Among  the  number  who 
performed  regularly  in  this  primitive  theatre,  was  Miss  Mellon, 
the  late  Duchess  of  St.  Alban's.  To  the  honour  of  Mrs.  Siddons 
"  be  it  said  that,  at  the  verj^  particular  desire  of  some  friends, 
she  obligingly  played  here  five  nights,  the  first  season  it  was 
opened — 1782 — in  the  characters  of  Portia,  Calista,  Mrs.  Sullen, 
Belvidera,  and  Indiana."  {Chelienham  Guide,  1786). 

The  success  which  attended  this  first  attempt  was  so  great, 
that  Mrr.  Watson,  in  1805,  was  induced  to  erect  the  late  neat 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


^42  HISTOBT  OP    CHELTEKHAii. 

and  commodious  theatre  in  Cambray.  This,  for  a  number  of 
years,  was  continually  crowded;  and  its  prosperity  was,  to  a 
great  extent,  aided  by  the  frequent  amateur  performances  of  the 
Earl  Fitzhardinge,  and  his  two  brothers,  the  Hon.  Frederick  and 
Augustus  Berkeley. 

In  1788,  the  performances  at  the  Cheltenham  Theatre 
were  patronized  by  King  George  III.  and  family.  His 
Majesty  was  so  pleased  with  what  he  witnessed,  that  before 
leaving  the  town  he  constituted  it  a  Theatre  Boyal  by  his 
lett^s  patent.  His  Majesty's  first  visit  is  thus  described  l^ 
Madame  D'^rblay  in  her  Diary.  The  authoress  was  one  of 
the  maids  of  honour,  and  present  on  the  occasion.  After 
mentioning,  that  during  the  breakfast  in  "  the  little  parlour  '^ 
at  Fauconberg  House,  one  of  the  company  expressed  a  wish 
to  go  to  the  Coffee  House  Yard  Theatre,  she  says — "  We  talked 
over  his  usual  theme— plays  and  players— and  he  languished  to 
go  to  the  theatre  and  see  Mrs.  Jordan.  Nor  did  he  languish 
in  vain :  his  royal  master,  the  Duke,  imbibed  his  wishes,  and 
conveyed  them  to  the  King ;  and  no  sooner  were  they  faiown 
than  an  order  was  hastily  sent  to  the  play-house,  to  prepare 
a  royal  box.  The  Queen  was  so  gracious  as  to  order  Miss 
Planta  and  myself  to  have  the  same  entertainment.  We  went 
into  a  box  near  the  stage,  which  is  elways  impropriated  for 
Mr.  De  la  Bere,  as  chief  magistrate,  whenever  he  chooses  to 
make  use  of  it.  Mr.  De  la  Bere,  and  the  sweet  little  Anne 
Dewes,  accompanied  us  to  their  box. 

"The  delight  of  the  people  that  their  King  and  Queen 
should  visit  this  country  theatre,  was  the  most  disinterested  I 
ever  witnessed ;  for  though  they  had  not  even  a  glance  of  their 
royal  countenances,  they  shouted,  huzzaed,  and  clapped  for 
many  minutes.  The  managers  had  prepared  the  front  boxes 
for  their  reception,  and  therefore  the  galleries  were  over  thenL 
They  made  a  very  full  and  respectable  appearance  in  this  village 
theatre.  The  King,  Queen,  Duke  of  York,  and  three  Princesses 
were  all  accommodated  with  front  seats ;  Lord  Harcourt  stood 
behind  the  King,  Lady  Harcourt  and  Mr.  Fairly  behind  the 
Queen ;  Lord  and  Lady  Courtown  and  Lady  Pembroke  behind 
the  Princesses,  and,  at  the  back,  Colonel  Gwynn  and  Mr* 
Bunbunr;  Mr.Boulbyand  Lady  Mary  were  also  in  the  back 
group.*^ 
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The  last  visit  is  thus  recorded  in  the  Morning  Post  of 
Aug.  15,1788:  Cheltenham. — The  Theatre.— Their  Majesties, 
'  for  the  last  time,  on  Friday  evening,  honoured  the  theatre  here 
with  their  presence.  The  house  was,  as  it  will  never  be  seen 
again,  except  on  the  same  occasion.  All  the  pit  was  laid  into 
the  boxes,  and  the  two  first  rows  of  the  gallery ;  the  remaining 
part  of  the  gallery  was  at  the  pit  prices.  The  King  and  Queen 
came  early.  Amongst  the  audience  were  the  following  splendid 
list  of  names :  Earls  Bathurst,  Oxford,  Harrington,  Courtown  ; 
Lords  Rivers,  Apsley,  Maitland,  Faulkland,  Hamilton,  Ducie ; 
Ladies  Pembroke,  Harcourt,  Courtown,  Maitland.  .The  upper 
boxes  were  crowded  with  all  the  fashion  that  Gloucester,  Wor- 
cester, and  the  county  could  send.  Amongst  these  were  Dod- 
dington  Hunt,  and  John  De  la  Bere,  Esqrs.  Mrs.  Wells,  who 
had  been  sent  for  by  order,  appeared  both  in  the  play  and  farce, 
Julia  in  the  "Midnight  Hour,"  and  Cowslip.  Tlie  best 
applause  was  the  express  approbation  of  their  Majesties,  signi- 
fied through  the  means  of  the  Manager,  Mr.  Watson.  The 
playbills  of  the  evening  were  printed  upon  satin.  Mrs,  Watson 
attended  their  Majesties  with  tea,  between  the  play  and  enter- 
tainment. The  following  address  was  spoken  by  Mr.  Charlton. 
It  was  much  applauded : — 

When  the  Majestic  spirit  of  the  Law 
Ifeels  a  Reliet  from  Cheltenham's  humble  Spa ; 
When  George,  oar  GonstitntioVs  sacred  shield, 
Here,  aids  his  Own,  the  Sceptre  long  to  wield, 
All  heart's  must  worship  this  dear,  hallow'd  ground. 
Health  at  whose  Fount  the  King  of  Freemen  foand  1 
Long  ma^  this  spring  preserve  Great  Britain  free, 
By  cheering  Him  who  guards  our  Liberty ! 
Here  may  his  virtuous  consort  often  dwell, 
Th*  ador'd  Hygaia  of  our  K^al  Well ! 
And,  oh  i  may  these,  High  Windsor's  channing  Graces, 
In  this  low  vale,  show  oft  their  blooming  faces ! 
Were  the  meek  eye  unfolds  the  modest  mind. 
Though  young,  examples  to  all  Womankind. 
But,  we  intrude,  our  homage  now  is  due. 
To  sacred  Majesty,  to  you,  and  yon. 
[Bowing  to  their  Majesties,  then  to  the  Princesses,  and  lastly  to  the  audience.] 
Deigning  to  visit  our  small  rustic  scene, 
Proves  that  you  think  no  subjects  calling  mean* 
Oui  humble  manager  still  hopes  each  year. 
Of  Duteous  Loyalty  to  shed  the  tear. 
And  thank  again  his  Boyal  Patrons  here. 
Iiong  may  your  future  joya  excel  the  past, 
And  Cheltenhami  honoured  thus,  for  agea  last^ 
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The  great  poet,  Lord  Byron,  during  his  visits  to  Cheltenham, 
greatly  assisted  to  establish  the  Drama  on  a  popular  footing. 
In  connexion  with  the  late  Earl  Fitzhardinge,  he  laboured  to 
secure  the  engagement  of  all  the  most  eminent  actors  of  the 
day,  and  Mr.  John  Kemble  ftnd  Mrs.  Siddons,  performed  under 
his  patronage  the  respective  characters  of  Macbeth  and  Lady 
Macbeth ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Liston  the  characters  of  Solomon 
and  Loretta  in  "  The  Quaker."  The  noble  bard  was  a  frequent 
guest  at  the  table  of  the  then  Colonel  Berkeley,  at  Berkeley 
Castle,  and  associated  with  the  great  dramatists  and  literary 
characters  of  the  age,  who  at  that  time  daily  thronged  the  old 
baronial  abode.  The  interest  which  Byron  and  Colonel  Berkeley 
took  in  the  inimitable  Joseph  Grimaldi,  in  his  declining  years, 
does  honor  to  the  memory  of  both.  "Joe,"  the  prince  of 
clowns,  was  invited  to  Cheltenham  three  times,  and  performed 
two  nights  on  each  visit,  during  which  time  lie  was  one  of  the 
guests  at  the  Castle,  and  dined  regularly  with  Byron  and  some 
of  the  leading  nobility  of  the  county.  Some  idea  may  be 
formed  of  the  influence  of  the  patronage  which  was  bestowed 
upon  the  laughter-making  Joe,  when  his  proceeds  of  the  receipts 
amounted  to,  on  the  first  visit,  £194,  the  second  to  £186,  and  the 
third  to  £150;  and  this  will  appear  the  more  striking,  when  it 
is  mentioned  that  this  was  only  half  the  actual  sum  taken,  the 
other  half  going  by  agreement  to  Mr.  "Watson,  the  proprietor. 
Grimaldi's  first  visit  was  in  1812,  his  second  in  1822,  and  his 
last  in  1823,  when  his  declining  health  (which  was  temporarily 
restored  by  drinking  the  Cheltenham  waters),  rendered  him 
unfit  for  any  public  engagement  afterwards.  Grimaldi  left 
behind  him  a  journal  of  his  life,  which  has  been  edited  and 
published  by  Mr.  Charles  Dickens,  and  from  which  we  make  a 
few  extracts,  in  order  to  illustrate  the  popular  feeling  in  favour 
of  the  drama  in  this  locality  at  that  period  : — •*  *  Grimaldi,'  said 
Colonel  Berkeley,  *  after  breakfast,  at  which  meal  we  expect 
your  company,  and  that  of  Mr.  Watson,  you  shall  have  a  course 
with  the  greyhounds  yonder ;  then  you  shall  return  and  dine 
with  us.  We  shall  have  dinner  early,  so  as  to  enable  you  to 
reach  the  theatre  in  time  to  perform.'  Upon  their  return  to 
the  castle,  they  found  most  of  the  company  with  whom  they 
had  breakfasted  assembled  together,  and  shortly  afterwards  they 
sat  down  to  dinner.     Lord   Byron   sat  on  Grimaldi's  left. 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  repast.  Lord  Byron  invited  him  to  eat 
a  little  apple  tart,  which  he  thought  he  could  manage,  as  he 
was  very  fond  of  it,  and  the  tart  being  placed  before  him  he 
commenced  operations.  Lord  Byron  looked  at  him  for  a 
moment,  and  then  said,  with  much  seeming  surprise,  *  Why, 
Mr.  Grimaldi,  do  you  not  take  soy  with  your  apple  tart  ?'  *Soy, 
my  lord.'  'Yes,  soy;  it  is  very  good  with  salmon,  and  there- 
fore it  must  be  nice  with  apple  pie.'  Grimaldi  did  not  see 
the  analogy,  he  bowed  assent  to  Byron's  proposal,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  pour  some  of  the  fish  sauce  over  his  tart.  After  one 
or  two  attempts  to  swallow  the  vile  mess,  he  addressed  Lord 
Byron,  remarking,  *  However  much  the  confession  might  savour 
of  bad  taste,  he  really  did  not  relish  soy  with  apple  tart.' 
Grimaldi  repaired  again  in  the  month  of  August  to  Cheltenham. 
During  his  stay  he  so  far  recovered  as  to  be  enabled  to  play  at 
the  theatre,  then  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Farley.  Here 
he  encountered  Mr.  Bunn,  who  informed  him  that  Mr.  Charles 
Kemble  was  then  starring  at  Birmingham,  and  that  Colonel 
Berkeley  having  promised  to  play  for  his  benefit,  he  had  come 
over  to  Cheltenham  to  ascertain  what  part  the  Colonel  would 
wish  to  play.  Grimaldi  strolled  into  the  green-room,  and 
there  met  Colonel  Berkeley,  who  said  that  he  very  much  wished 
to  play  Valentine  to  his  Orson ;  to  which  Grimaldi  replied,  it 
would  give  him  great  pleasure  to  afford  him  the  opportunity 
whenever  he  felt  disposed.  *  Very  well,'  said  Colonel  Berkeley, 
'then  we  will  consider  the  matter  settled.  You  must  come  to 
Cheltenham  for  one  night.  I  will  make  all  the  necessary 
arrangements  with  Farley :  your  son  shall  play  the  Green 
Knight,  and  I  will  give  one  hundred  pounds  as  a  remuneration. 
We  will  try  what  we  can  do  together,  Joe,  to  amuse  the  people 
at  Cheltenham.' " 

In  Ruff's  "Beauties  of  Cheltenham,"  published  in  1806, 
occurs  the  following  account  of  the  state  of  local  theatricals  in 
that  year : — "  Of  the  theatre  itself,  it  may  be  said,  without 
flattery  or  falsehood,  that  it  vies  with  any  throughout  the  king- 
dom— except  those  of  the  metropolis.  The  band  is  led  by 
Mr.  Buckingham,  a  veteran  in  the  service  of  Euterpe.  In  short, 
the  internal  beauty  and  management  of  this  theatre  reflect  great 
credit  on  the  liberality  and  management  of  Mr.  Watson.  The 
scenery,  executed  by  Mr.  Seward,  must  not  be  fo^otten*   the 
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whole  is  in  perfect  unison  with  the  foregoing,  and  it  may  be 
said  with  truth,  that  few,  if  any  theatres  in  the  kingdom,  exceed 
this  in  design  and  execution.  The  first-rate  actors  find  a  liberal 
reception  by  the  managers  of  the  Cheltenham  Theatre.  Every 
season  the  visitors  are  regaled  with  the  most  popular  perform- 
ances, in  which  the  rich  notes  of  Inoledon,  the  naivete  of 
De  Camp  or  Mellon,  or  the  broad  farce  of  Munden  or  Bannister, 
are  displayed  with  the  happiest  effect.  We  cannot  omit  to 
notice  the  achievements  of  Mr.  Richer  on  the  tight  rope. 
Fortune  can  do  little  in  unbefriending  such  a  man,  since  he  is 
without  a  rival."  Such  was  the  condition  of  the  Drama  in 
Cheltenham  nearly  60  years  ago,  and  how  striking  a  contrast  does 
it  afford  to  the  present  dearth  of  public  amusements  of  a  theatrical 
kind.  The  Mr.  Bicher  alluded  to,  was,  we  believe,  the  most 
eminent  tight-rope  dancer  on  record,  and  was  highly  esteemed, 
and  admitted  into  the  first  circles  of  society.  This  individual, 
who  contributed  greatly  towards  establishing  the  fame  of  our 
once  flourishing  theatre,  died  recently  at  the  adjacent  village  of 
Swindon,  in  affluent  circumstances. 

There  are  many  now  living  who  can  testify  to  the  liberal 
patronage  which  was  formerly  bestowed  upon  the  Drama  of  this 
place — when  the  theatre  was  nightly  thronged,  and  the  same 
pieces  were  repeated  by  desire,  amid  the  plaudits  of  the  audi- 
tories. Among  the  many  novelties  which  were  produced  about 
this  period,  was  the  performance  of  Bichard  the  Third,  by  a 
Miss  Fisher,  only  thirteen  years  of  age.  This  young  lady  was 
styled  "  The  Young  Eoscia,"  and  appears  to  have  caused,  by 
her  performance,  an  extraordinary  sensation.  An  event  so 
remarkable,  is  deserving  of  publicity ;  and  in  order  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  its  occurrence,  and  to  illlustrate  the  zeal 
with  which  theatricals  were  formerly  maintamed,  we  publish, 
the  following  notice,  which  appeared  in  the  Gloucester  Journal 
of  July  8, 1805 : — "  Thb  Cheltenham  Theatee. — ^The  Young 
Eoscia.— We  live  in  a  very  extraordinary  age,  and  wonderfid 
characters  are  daily  starting  up,  both  in  the  political  and. 
dramatical  world.  A  young  man,  barely  26  years  old,  conquers 
Italy,  routs  the  finest  armies  of  Austria,  and,  within  four 
succeeding  years,  seats  himself  upon  a  throne  of  a  mighty 
empire,  which  had  been  filled  by  a  long  line  of  hereditary 
monarchs«    What  Bonaparte  is  as  a  politician,  the  Young  Boscia 
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appears  to  be  as  a  player ;  and  we  must  contemplate  ber  as  an 
object  of  real  astonishment.  The  above  phenomenon,  whose 
name  is  Fisher,  has  every  right  to  the  title  by  which  she  is 
emphatically  called — '  The  Young  Boscia,'  She  made  her  debut 
on  the  Cheltenham  boards  in  the  character  of  'Eichard  the 
Third/ — a  character  which,  of  all  others,  requires  great  judg- 
ment and  discrimination,  and  a  constant  attention  to  stage 
eflfect ;  for,  whenever  Richard  is  silent  with  his  tongue,  he  is 
significant  by  his  actions.  There  is  much  abstraction  in  the 
soliloquies,  and  perpetual  bustle  in  the  camp  scenes ;  both  of 
these  were  no  small  obstacles  to  encounter,  but  both  were  most 
successfully  surmounted  by  the  Young  Boscia.  The  figure  of 
this  most  extraordinary  being  is  elegant,  proportionate,  and 
interesting ;  her  countenance  is  remarkably  expressive ;  and  the 
intelligence  of  her  features,  and  the  strength  and  flexibility  of 
her  voice  give  her,  in  these  respects,  a  decided  superiority  over 
her  rival  of  the  opposite  sex.  She  is  not  yet  thirteen  years  of 
age  ! !  The  first  soliloquy  of  Eichard  was  delivered  with  judg- 
ment and  force ;  and  the  scene  in  which  he  murders  King  Henry, 
was  played  with  peculiar  skill  and  discrimination,  and  drew  down 
loud  and  deserved  applause.  In  the  celebrated  scene  with  Lady 
Anne,  she  was  uncommonly  happy,  though  perhaps  rather  too 
loud — where  Richard  presents  her  with  his  sword  to  stab  him, 
&c.    The  expression  of — 

*  To  the  Tower !  aye,  to  the  Tower  1  * 

was  admirably  delivered ;  and  in  the  soliloquy,  after  the  young 
princes  are  sent  thither,  she  was  uncommonly  happy  in  describing 
the  vices  of  men,  and  the  ambition  of  Richard.  The  quarrel 
with  Buckingham,  a  very  difficult  scene,  was  exceUently  played* 
The  news  of  his  defection,  and  of  the  invasion  of  Richmond, 
was  received  in  a  manner  which  itstonished  the  audience ;  and 
the  celebrated  exclamation — 

*  Off  with  his  head  t— so  much  for  Buckingham  I  * 

drew  down  thunders  of  applause.  The  tent  scene,  and  the 
battle  scene,  close  the  life  of  the  usurper ;  and  these  were  played 
in  a  very  superior  style  of  excellence.  The  spirit,  the  ecergy, 
and  the  fury  of  a  disappointed  usurper,  were  never  more 
admirably  delineated*  In  her  dying  scene,  she  was  eminently 
Bttccessfid.    Upon  the  whole^  the  talents  of  Miss  Fisher  suffer 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


348  HISTORY    OF    CHELTENHAM. 

no  diminution  from  comparison.  The  voice  of  approbation  was 
loud  and  general ;  and  the  present  commendation  will  receive 
a  support  from  every  one  who  was  fortunate  enough  to  witness 
her  exertions.  It  is  but  fair  to  mention  that  she  had  travelled 
the  whole  of  the  preceding  night,  without  the  refreshment  of 
slumber ;  and  that  her  father  declares  that  she  never  saw  the 
play  of  *  Richard  the  Third  '  acted  before  !  Let  these  things  be 
considered,  and  they  will  justify  us  in  asserting  with  Johnson, 
that  she  *  is  not  the  greatest,  only  because  she  is  not  the  first.' 
Her  performance  of  Richard  was  allowed  by  those  who  had  seen 
both  of  them,  greatly  to  exceed  that  of  her  well-known  rival," 
Henry  Betty.  This  last-named  celebrity,  called  the  "  English 
Rosciiis,"  performed  at  Cheltenham  in  June,  1806. 

"  Fashionable  Theatricals.  The  anticipated  Amateur  Play  at 
our  theatre,  on  Tuesday  evening,  was  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
performances  of  its  nature  we  ever  witnessed;  and  it  was 
maintained  with  such  mastery,  that  though  the  night  had  passed 
previous  to  its  conclusion,  the  audience  were  amused  and 
delighted  to  its  end.  The  vindictive  lago,  supported  by  Col. 
Berkeley,  (Earl  Fitzhardinge),  was  a  perfect  portraiture ;  and 
while  it  gave  the  just  and  living  picture  of  the  poet's  genius, 
reflected  matchless  lustre  on  the  talents  of  the  performer. 
Capt.  Austin  represented  the  Moor,  and  Capt.  Berkeley  Cassio." 
{Cheltenham  Chronicle^  1814). 

On  July  9th,  1816,  the  late  Duke  of  "Wellington,  and  a  large 
party  of  the  nobility,  attended,  when  the  celebrated  Madame 
V  estris  performed  in  the  "  Rencontre,"  by  His  Grace's  desire. 
The  Duke  and  Duchess  paid  a  second  visit  in  August,  1828, 
when  the  same  actress  was  again  engaged,  and  played  in  ''  The 
One  Hundred  Pound  Note." 

On  October  3rd,  1809,  the  theatre  was  honoured  with  the 
presence  of  three  members  of  the  Royal  Family,  who  were  then 
on  a  visit — the  Duke  of  Sussex,  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  and 
His  Serene  Highness  the  Prince  of  Orange.  The  pieces  played 
were  the  "  Busy  Body  "  and  **  Turnpike  Gate,"  and  were  for 
the  benefit  of  Miss  Jameson.  The  celebrated  local  tight-rope 
dancer,  Richer,  performed  the  whole  of  his  inimitable  manoeuvres, 
with  his  accustomed  ease  and  elegance,  and  was  cheered  with 
the  warmest  plaudits  of  their  Royal  Highnesses,  who  appeared 
highly  satisfied,  as  well  as  of  a  very  crowded  audience.    The 
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Cheltenham  Chronicle^  of  Sept.  20,  1810,  announces,  that  after 
the  performance  of  Mrs,  Jordan  on  the  Tuesday  previous,  the 
receipts  were  £113  19s. 

One  of  the  most  successful  of  our  local  female  performers, 
after  Mrs.  Siddons^  was  the  Miss  Mellon  before  alluded  to.  Her 
mother  and  father-in-law,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Entwisle,  kept  the  Post 
Office  for  a  number  of  years  in  this  town.  It  was  in  connection 
with  our  original  theatre,  that  Miss  Mellon  was  enabled  to  gain 
that  fame  which  afterwards  led  her  to  fortune.  It  was  in  our 
Old  Well  Walk  that  she  was  first  seen  and  admired  by  her  after 
husband — the  rich  banker.  The  then  poor  Miss  Mellon  was 
advised  to  play  in  London — an  event  which  led  to  her  becoming 
Mrs.  Coutts.  A  few  years  afterwards,  when  Duchess  of  St. 
Albans,  she  once  more  visited  this  town,  and  became  a  warm 
patron  of  that  theatre  which  had  been  chiefly  instrumental  in 
placing  her  in  the  titled  and  wealthy  position  which  she  then 
occupied.  We  remember,  with  satisfaction,  the  crowded  houses 
which  assembled  to  greet  her  presence  in  the  box,  and  the 
unlimited  nature  of  her  gifts  to  the  local  poor ;  and  last,  though 
not  least,  her  erection  of  the  tablet  in  our  churchyard  to  the 
memory  of  her  deceased  parents. 

*'  It  was  at  Cheltenham  that  Miss  Mellon  displayed  those 
abilities  for  the  stage  which  in  after-life  acquired  her  fame. 
Here  it  was  that  she  resided  with  her  mother  and  father-in-law, 
who  kept  a  music  shop  and  post  office  on  the  premises  now 
occupied  by  Mr.  Williams,  brush  maker,  in  the  High  Street." 

The  intimate  connection  of  this  lady  with  the  early  history  of 
our  local  theatricals,  is  so  little  known,  that  we  will  quote  from 
the  "Memoirs  of  the  Ducliess  of  St.  Albans,"  a  passage 
illustrating  her  first  benefit,  and  her  interview  with  Mr.  Coutts. 

"  Mrs.  Entwisle,  by  her  frank  lively  manner,  and  love  of 
gossip,  was  very  popular  among  the  middle  classes ;  so  that, 
with  her  innate  skUl,  she  had  always  the  power  of  *  making  good 
her  own  story '  to  a  large  majority,  who,  in  their  turn,  spread 
the  story  further ;  and,  therefore,  when  she  detailed  how  *  hardly 
the  master  of  ceremonies  had  behaved  to  the  dutiful  child,  who 
had  relinquished  every  shilling  of  her  earnings  for  her  mother's 
support,*  there  were  few  residents  in  Cheltenham  who  did  not 
hear  of  and  sympathize  in  the  tale.  Miss  Mellon  accordingly 
came  down  to  gather  a  golden  harvest  from  such  well-prepared 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


B80  HISTO&T  Of  OHBLTBNHAM, 

ground.  Her  female  friend,  of  conrse»  accompanied  her ;  and 
when  these  two  handsome  and  ladylike  young  women,  guarded 
by  the  Argus  parent,  Mrs,  Entwisle,  went  round  to  request 
patronage,  it  may  be  supposed  that  few  were  inclined  to  refuse 
them:  in  short,  Miss  Mellon's  benefit  was  such  a  dazzling 
triumph  over  the  mortified  master  of  the  ceremonies,  that  it  is 
said  he  never  fbrgave  it.  At  that  time  there  was,  among  the 
visitors  at  Cheltenham,  an  elderly  invalid  gentleman,  who  did 
not  join  in  society,  but  passed  many  hours  daily  taking  exercise 
in  the  Long  Walk.  Mrs.  Entwisle  soon  discovered,  by  hints 
dropped  by  his  servant  to  the  lodging  people, — who,  however, 
did  not  know  his  name, — ^that  *  his  master,  notwithstanding  his 
penurious  appearance,  was  considered  one  of  the  richest  people 
in  London ;  but  that  he  was  very  unhappy  in  consequence  of 
thinking  that  his  wife,  also  advanced  in  years,  was  going  out  of 
her  mind, — which  preyed  on  his  spirits  so  much,  that  he  had 
been  ill,  and  was  now  trying  Cheltenham  for  a  change.  Her 
immediate  reflection  was,  that  the  richest  gentleman  in  London 
might  take  a  box  at  the  theatre  for  the  benefit  night,  though  he 
was  ever  so  sad;  and  this  idea  was  commimicated  to  her 
daughter.  A  respectful  note  of  solicitation  to  that  effect  was 
given  to  the  attendant  at  the  pump-room,  a  few  days  before  the 
performance,  to  present  to  the  remarkable-looking  old  gentleman ; 
but  as  no  answer  was  returned,  the  three  females  decided  that 
^  the  moping,  thin  old  creature,  was  too  fall  of  his  own  troubles 
to  care  about  those  of  other  people.'  On  the  day  but  one  after 
sending  their  note,  Miss  Mellon  and  her  iViend  were  sauntering 
very  early  in  the  Long  Walk,  when  thev  were  overtaken  by  the 
old  gentleman.  He  introduced  himself  to  Miss  Mellon,  whom 
he  said  he  knew  by  sight  in  Drury-lane  green  room,-*-to 
apologize  for  not  having  sooner  answered  the  application,  for 
which  he  accounted  by  a  great  pressure  of  London  corres- 
pondence ;  but  he  trusted  his  silence  had  been  considered  an 
assent  to  patronising  her  laudable  filial  efforts,  of  which  he  had 
heard  admirable  accounts  at  every  turn  in  Cheltenham.  The 
young  ladies  tendered  their  best  thanks  and  brightest  smiles. 
Their  new  Mend  mentioned  that  he  had  the  pleasure  that  morning 
of  sending  to  the  post  office  his  answer  respecting  the  box ;  and 
after  a  conversation  of  some  length,  they  separated,  mutually 
pleased.    On  hastening  home,  they  found  Mrs.  Entwisle  in 
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ecstacies.  There  is  no  knowing  what  grand  vision  had  been 
conjured  up  in  her  wild  brain ;  but  the  tangible  circumstance 
was,  that  she  held  in  her  hand  an  open  letter  from  the  old 
gentleman, — *  the  richest  person  in  Loudon,' — ^who  had  enclosed 
Eve  guineas  for  a  box,  which  he  desired  should  be  kept  for 
Mr.  Coutts ;  Mr.  Coutts  !— /Ac  Mr.  Coutts  ! — ^well  might  the 
servant  hint  that  his  master  was  '  the  richest  person  in  London ;' 
— a  man  whose  name  was  a  proverb  of  wealth  even  in  country 
towns.  Thus  Mrs.  Entwisle  raved,  wondering  at  her  husband's 
stupidity,  that  when  any  one  had  called  for  letters  to  Mr.  Coutts, 
he  had  not  directly  guessed  he  was  the  thin  old  gentleman,  and 
told  her  so  !  But  the  young  friends  defended  Mr.  Entwisle,  by 
exclaiming  against  the  idea  of  anyone  supposing  that  the  great 
Mr.  Coutts,  who  managed  the  royal  family,  and  commanded 
everything  he  liked,  could  be  an  old,  pallid,  sickly,  thin  gentle- 
man, in  a  shabby  coat  and  brown  scratch  wig.  Peace  was  soon 
restored,  as  Mrs.  Entwisle  was  in  a  sunny  humour  after  the 
day's  adventure.  The  new  acouaintahces  met  generally  in  their 
early  promenade  in  the  Long  Walk ;  and  when  the  day  of  the 
benefit  performance  arrived,  Mr.  Coutt's  paid  Miss  Mellon  the 
compliment  of  promising  to  occupy  the  box,  although  he  had 
only  takem  it  to  patronize  her,  without  intending  to  go."  (Mrs, 
C.B.Wilson). 

The  authoress  thus  alludes  to  a  townsman  who  has  done  much 
towards  creating  a  local  taste  for  the  legitimate  Drama : — "  When 
the  Drury-lane  season  terminated.  Miss* Mellon  went  immediately 
to  stay  with  her  mother  in  Cheltenham.  A  great  patroness  of 
her's  was  there,  the  Viscountess  Templetown,  the  amiable  Lady 
Mary  Montague,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Sandwich.  When 
Miss  Mellon's  second  benefit  was  announced,  Lady  Templetown 
bespoke  the  pieces,  and  mentioned  the  actress  so  effectually 
among  the  distinguished  visitors  at  Cheltenham,  that  the  second 
benefit  exceeded  that  of  the  first."  The  playbills  are  still  extant, 
at  Mr.  T.  B.  Shcnton's,  at  Cheltenham.  "  Sept.  11, 1804,  under 
the  patronage  of  Lady  Templetown,  for  the  benefit  of  Mifes 
Mellon,  *  The  Child  of  Nature,'  Amanthis,  Miss  Mellon  \  with 
'  Lovers'  Quarrels,'  Jacintija,  Miss  Mellon ;  to  conclude  with 
*The  Midnight  Houx/  Elora,  Miss  Mellon." 

In  ^  shop  of  Mr.  Stone,  No.  331,  High  Street,  maybe  seen 
oue  of  the  earliest- known  play  biUs  aionouncing  the^peifounance 
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of  Miss  MelloB.  This  local  relic  of  the  Drama  reveals,  both 
in  its  orthography  and  typography,  a  humble  state  of  things. 
It  is  of  small  size,  is  preserved  in  a  glazed  frame,  and  dated 
1802.     It  is  here  given  verbatim. 

"  Mr.  Buckle's  night.  Several  ladies  and  gentlemen  luive  expressed  a  wish 
to  see  Miss  Mellon  perform  again,  Mr.  Bnckle  is  proud  to  announce  that  she  has 
obligingly  consented  to  perform  for  bis  benefit,  which  is  the  only  night  she  can 
possibly  appear  here,  as  Drary-lane  Theatre  opens  on  Saturday  nest.  Theatre 
Koyal,  Cheltenham.  On  Thursday,  Sept.  9,  1802,  their  Majesty's  servants 
will  act  Mrs.  Cowley's  fashionable  Comedy,  *  A  Bold  Stroke  for  a  Husband  ;*  the 
part  of  Olivia,  Miss  Mellon :  to  which  will  be  added,  *  The  Devil  to  Pay,'  Miss 
Mellon  having  been  particularly  requested  again  to  perform  the  character  of  Nell. 
Boxes,  3s.  6d.;  Pit,  2s. ;  Gallery,  Is.  Doors  open  at  6,  and  begin  at  7.  'Hckets 
and  places  for  the  boxes  to  be  taken  of  Mr.  Adamson,  box-keeper,  at  the  Theatre, 
from  10  to  3,  and  afterwards  at  No.  8,  or  Mr.  Entwisle,  music  shop,  and  of  Mr. 
Buckle,  No.  167.    Cheltenham  :  Printed  by  Shenton,  at  the  Mercury  Press." 

The  Cheltenliam  Chronicle^  of  March  9th,  1816,  announces, 
that  on  "  Wednesday,  was  married,  at  St.  Pancras'  Church, 
Middlesex,  Thomas  Coutts,  Esq.,  to  Miss  Harriet  Mellon.  The 
charitable  disposition  of  this  lady,  entitle  her  to  the  good  wishes 
of  all.  She  is  daughter  of  Mrs.  Entwisle,  of  this  town,  and  is 
now  the  mother-in-law  of  the  Dowager-Countess  of  Guildford." 
The  same  paper  also  records  on  the  11th  May  following,  the 
death  of  the  mother  of  the  Duchess,  at  the  age  of  63.  The 
Parish  Church  was  hung  with  black,  upon  the  occasion  of 
Mrs.  Entwisle's  funeral.  The  service  was  conducted,  and  the 
sermon  preached,  by  the  Eev.,  Dr.  Foulkes,  and  the  procession 
included  two  thousand  parishioners.  Her  daughter,  the  Duchess 
of  St.  Albans,  during  her  visits  to  the  town,  erected  monuments 
to  her  mother's  memory,  both  in  the  church  and  churchyard. 
These  memorials  were  restored  a  few  years  since  by  Miss  Burdett 
Coutts,  the  heiress  to  the  rich  Duchess,  during  a  local  sojourn. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Shenton,  to  whom  Mrs.  Wilson  acknowledges  her 
obligation  foi*  contributions  towards  her  memoir  of  the  rich 
Duchess,  has  been  for  many  years  a  popular  amateur  performer. 
The  Cheltenham  Examiner,  of  April  1,  1857,  records, — "  That 
Mr.  T.  B.  Shenton,  our  veteran  amateur  and  townsman,  has  just 
been  presented  with  an  elegant  silver  snuff  box,  by  J.  HoUs,  Esq., 
as  a  token  of  the  personal  appreciation  of  the  donor,  and  as 
some  return  for  the  services  which,  at  a  short  notice,  were 
rendered  by  him  in  supplying  his  (Mr.  KoUs)  place  at  the 
performance  given  by  the  gentlemen  amateurs,  at  the  Royal 
Old  Wells,  on.Fiiday  the  20th  ult," 
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The  theatre,  which  was  for  so  many  years  a  source  of 
attraction  both  to  visitors  and  residents,  was  destroyed  by  fire 
on  May  3,  1839  It  was  a  calamity  that  will  long  be  remem- 
bered, and  was  one  of  the  most  destructive  local  fires  known,  as 
will  be  evident  from  the  accounts  in  the  local  press  : — 

**  AWFUL     FIEB. — TOTAL     DESTEUCTION    OF    THE 
THEATEE    EOYAL. 

"  It  is  our  painful  duty  to  describe  the  utter  demolition  of 
this  much  improved  place  of  rational  amusement.  The  first 
intimation  of  this  awful  calamity  was  given  about  four  o'clock 
yesterday  morning — strange  to  say,  not  by  any  beholder  of  the 
fire,  but  by  a  person  occupying  a  room  in  the  adjoining  house, 
whom  the  extreme  heat  awoke,  and  who  then  discovered  the 
cause  to  be  the  entire  envelopment  of  the  theatre  in  one  mass 
of  flame. 

"  After  some  delay,  the  engines  arrived,  but  not  till  such  time 
as  the  total  destruction  of  the  building  was  completed.  The 
chief  object  of  those  conducting  the  directions  of  the  hose  was, 
therefore,  the  protection  of  the  adjoining  houses  :  in  this  attempt, 
we  are  happy  to  say,  the  parties  concerned  were  completely 
successful, — not  one  of  the  surrounding  buildings  being  at  aU 
damaged,  with  the  exception  of  a  cellar  occupied  by  Mr.  Garrett. 
It  was  a  most  merdful  circumstance  that  there  was  scarcely  a 
breath  of  air  stirring.  The  stationary  appearance  of  the  flames 
can  be  best  illustrated  by  the  comparison  of  an  enormous  Are 
purposely  enclosed  within  four  walls,  whence  they  shot  up  in  a 
continued  and  overwhelming  column,  of  intense  brilliancy  and 
fearful  beauty.  One  by  one  as  the  ponderous  beams  fell  in, 
myriads  of  sparks  clustered  above  the  high  and  sparkling  beacon 
of  ruins.  So  intense  was  the  action  of  the  fire,  that  no  single 
article  could  be  saved ; — everything  perished, — pit,  gallery,  boxes, 
ceiling,  stage,  scenery,  dresses,  properties,  books,  music, — all 
became  amalgamated  in  one  huge  mass  of  burning  matter. 

**  One  of  the  musicians,  Mr.  North,  lost  a  valuable  double 
bass ;  and  the  wardrobe-keeper,  some  private  dresses.  We  are 
happy  to  say  these  are  the  only  sufferers  in  the  theatre,  except 
the  manager,  Mr.  Grattan,  whose  loss  is  veryujonsiderable.  The 
toil  and  expense  of  the  last  eight  months  employed  in  beautifying 
the  theatre,  adding  to  and  repairing  the  scenery,  (of  whicbi  in 
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conjunctioii  with  many  others,  we  were,  last  night,  speaking  in 
terms  of  the  highest  praise),  his  hopes  of  being  compensated 
for  the  losses  he  has  already  sustained,  now  the  fine  weather  has 
set  in,  and  from  the  impossibility  of  fulfilling  his  star  engage- 
ments, are  all  lost  and  thrown  away. 

"  No  cause  can  be  assigned  from  which  the  fire  could  have 
sprung.  The  performances  last  evening  were  "  Douglas  "  and 
"  The  Little  Jockey,"  in  neither  of  which  are  there  any  pistols 
or  stage  fire  used.  The  foot  and  chandelier  lights  were 
extinguished  in  Mr.  Grattan's  presence  at  11  o'clock.  The 
house  was  then  gone  over  by  Mr.  Cox,  Mr.  CoUett,  and  Mr. 
Smith,  of  High  Street,  and  found  to  be  perfectly  secure ;  there 
have  been  no  fires  used  for  two  days.  Soon  after  the  alarm, 
Mr.  Grattau,  Mi*.  Cox,  and  Mr.  Kartell  were  on  the  spot,  but 
to  save  the  theatre  was  hopeless."  {Cheltenham  Free  Press, 
May  4,  1839.) 

We  recall  with  pleasure  the  many  dramatic  representations 
witnessed  in  this  temple  of  entertainment,  aided  by  the  talent 
of  Ward,  Wallack,  Sheridan  Knowles,  T.  P.  Cooke,  Yates, 
Anderson,  Spencer,  Macready,  Boncicault  (the  author  of  "  The 
Colleen  Bawn,")  Penley,  Crisp,  Howard,  and  a  host  of  oth^urs 
equally  celebrated.  The  local  amateurs,  who  are  numerous,  have 
done  mnch  to  popularize  the  drama;  while  the  large  smmi 
given  to  witness  their  performances  have  benefitted  tb^ 
charities  of  the  town, — ^thus  practically  demonstrating  the 
beneficial  influence  of  the  study  of  dramatic  literature.  Well 
knd  truly  was  this  influence  expressed  in  a  prologue  spoken  by 
W.  M.  Tartt,  Esq.,  J.P.,  upon  the  occasion  of  one  of  these 
amateur  performances  for  benevolent  objects,  given  at  the 
Assembly  Booms,  in  January,  1849,  and  which  called  from  the 
IHtJies  the  remark, — '*  The  result  is  good,  and  the  meanii  aie 
harmless :" 

"  Bat  should  they  fail,  be  it  understooci, 
We  take  your  money  only  to  do  good, 
And,  if  yoa  cannot  yield  us  your  applausei 
Withhold  your  blame  in  homage  to  our  cause ; 
We  come  to  aid  *  the  greatest  of  the  three,* — 
The  pute  and  holy  being— Charityr** 

Besides  the  theatre  destroyed  by  fire,  there  existed  anotheti 
which,  although  unassuming  in  character,  for  many  years  enjoyed 
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a  deserved  popularity.  Tbis  was  the  Sadlers*  Wells  Theatre, 
situate  at  the  bottom  of  St.  George's  Place,  and  still  in  use  as  a 
private  dwelling.  It  was  established  by  a  talented  family  of  the 
name  of  Seward,  and,  in  character,  was  similar  to  the  Marionette 
Theatre  of  the  metropolis.  Automaton  figures  moved  and  acted 
with  all  the  reality  of  life,  whilst  the  deception  was  heightened 
by  well-executed  scenery.  This  place  was  well  supported,  and 
perhaps  was  the  best  provincial  exhibition  of  its  kind.  Its 
decay  was  coeval  with  the  death  of  its  original  founders. 

Cheltenham  is  further  associated  with  the  past  history  of  the 
Drama,  from  its  possessing  a  record  which  has  tended  to  elucidate 
the  text  of  Shakespere  on  a  most  interesting  subject.  The 
ancient  custom  of  applying  the  title  of  "  Sir  "  in  lieu  of  the 
modem  one  of  "  Keverend "  to  divines  of  the  Church  of 
England,  was  prevalent  at  the  time  Shakespere  wrote  his  plays, 
and  consequently  the  great  dramatist  uses  the  prefix  "  Sir  "  in 
the  sense  that  we  now  use  that  of  "  Rev."  The  practice  of  this 
custom  is  fully  proved  by  the  record  of  burials  during  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth,  preserved  in  the  vesti-y  at  the  Cheltenham  Parish 
Church.  The  perpetual  curates  or  incumbents  who  held  the 
living  since  the  Reformation,  are  registered  "  Sir," — the  last 
instance  being  that  of  **  Sir  John  Evans,  Curate  of  Cheltenham," 
under  date  of  August  31st,  1574.  We  directed  attention  to 
this  fact  in  1 844,  and  the  public  announcement  had  the  effect  of 
producing  a  discussion  of  the  subject,  and  of  settling  the 
question  at  issue.  Mr.  Halliwell,  who  has  done  so  much 
towards  elucidating  the  text  of  the  inimitable  bard,  availed 
himself  of  the  discovery,  and  addressed  the  following  letter, 
which  was  promptly  replied  to  by  the  clerk  in  charge  of  the 
document : — 

«  Brixton  Hill,  Surrey,  Nov.  17tb,  1853. 

"  Sir, — I  should  feel  very  deeply  obliged  if  you  could  furnish  me  with  a  literal 
copy  of  the  entry  in  the  Cheltenham  Kegister  of  Burials,  Aug.  Slat,  1574,  of  the 
burial  of  *  Sir  *  John  Evans,  Curate  of  Chelteniiam.  I  merely  desire  it  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  the  ancient  custom  of  clergymen  being  styled  *Sir,*  to 
illustrate  a  passage  in  Shakespere ;  and  being  solely  for  a  literary  object  of  this 
kind,  I  feel  sure  you  will  obligingly  excuse  this  intrusion. 

«J.O.  Halliwiil." 

To  Mr.  Halliwell  we  are  also  indebted  for  the  preservation  of 
the  site  of  Shakespere's  residence  at  Stratford,  and  for  its 
becoming  public  property. 
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Another  local  incident  connected  with  Shrtkespere,  is  the  fact 
that  his  favourite  Jug  and  other  relics  were  for  many  years 
deposited  at  the  adjacent  residence  of  Mrs.  Tuberville,  at 
Charlton  House;  and  at  that  lady's  decease  in  1844,  these 
mementos  of  the  immortal  bard  passed  to  Mrs.  Fletcher,  of 
Gloucester,  formerly  Miss  Hart,  of  Tewkesbury,  a  collateral 
descendant  of  Joan  Hart,  the  bard's  favourite  sister.  The  Jug 
is  of  cream-coloured  earthenware,  ornamented  with  raised  figures, 
in  somewhat  clear  relief.  It  is  divided  longitudinally  into 
eight  compartments,  and  horizontally  subdivided,  and  within 
these  some  of  the  principal  deities  in  Grecian  mythology  are 
represented.  A  few  years  since,  a  neat  silver  top  was  added, 
intended  as  a  profile  of  the  bard.  This  relict  was  originally 
given  by  Shakespere  to  his  sister  Joan,  from  whom  it  has 
regularly  been  possessed  by  the  female  descendants — the  Harts 
of  Tewkesbury.  Many  members  of  the  Hart  family,  who  al§o 
take  the  name  of  Shakespere,  lie  interred  in  the  churchyard  of 
the  Abbey  Church,  at  Tewkesbury,  where  monuments  to  their 
memory  still  exist. 

There  are  also  local  associations  which  show  a  connection 
with  the  tragic  muse.  In  the  vicinity  have  been  born  those 
who,  in  their  day,  exerted  by  their  dramatic  compositions  a  great 
influence  on  the  public  mind.  Northway,  near  Ashchurch,  was 
the  birth-place  of  William  Cartwright  (1611);  Tewkesbury 
that  of  Kichard  Estcourt  (1668);  and  Bourton-on-the-Hill  that 
of  Sir  Thomas  W.  Overbury  (1581).  All  these  were  the  con- 
temporaries of  Skakespere,  and,  like  him,  tended  to  create  that 
taste  for  the  stage,  which  will  endure  so  long  as  the  world  values 
the  representation  of  human  virtues.  It  was  in  the  town,  or 
around  it  in  the  environs,  that  so  many  of  our  modern  dramatic 
writers  composed  their  celebrated  works.  Here  have  repaired 
Sheridan  Knowles,  Bulwer,  Jerrold,  Kemble,  Millett ;  and  here 
it  was  that  "  The  Love  Chase,"  "  Ion,"  and  "  Alladin,"  were 
principally  composed. 

We  have  seen,  at  the  commencement  of  this  chapter,  that  the 
locality  was  always  favourable  to  the  encouragement  of  the 
Drama ;  that  long  before  a  building  was  set  apart— more  than 
two  centuries  since — the  poor  strolling  player  found  his  patrons 
among  the  inhabitants  of  **  Old  Cheltenham."  There  are  records 
extant  which  shew  the  early  period  at  which  ploys  were  locally 
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encouraged  for  religious  objects.  The  parochial  documents  of 
Tewkesbury  and  other  neighbourhing  places,  reveals  some  very 
curious  facts. 

**  The  county  histories  prove  that  dramatic  performances 
were  formerly  practised  in  the  church.  One  account  states  that 
the  following  entries  were  recorded  in  the  churchwardens'  books  ; 
'  A.D.  1578,  paid  for  the  players  geers,  six  sheepskins  for  Christ's 
garments ;'  and  under  date  of  1585,  *  Order  eight  heads  of  hair 
for  the  Apostles,  and  ten  beards,  and  a  face  or  vizor  for  the 
Devil  ! '  These  curious  extracts  are  further  shown  to  be 
historically  true  by  the  following  entry  which  appears  in  the 
book  kept  by  the  bailiffs  of  the  borough  for  1584  : — ^  Laid  out 
hy  them  unto  players^  in  wine  to  the  justices,  rent  for  their 
market  standing,  and  to  the  clerk  of  the  market,  and  in  seneschal 
money,  £3  15s.  8d.'  It  is  truly  singular,  yet  nevertheless  true, 
that  at  one  period  religious  plays  were  performed  at  most  churches 
of  England  after  Divine  service,  and  at  Tewkesbury  Abbey 
Church  among  the  number."   {Bennett's  Tewkesbury.) 

Fosbrooke  quotes  Smythe  and  Strutt  to  verify  the  charges 
contained  in  vestry  documents  in  reference  to  players,  and  cites 
the  performance  of  "  The  Lord  of  Misrule,"  on  Sunday,  at 
Wooton  Church,  and  adds  that  the  "  company  marched  to  church 
with  drummers  thundering  !  "  After  plays  were  discontinued  in 
churches,  they  were  performed,  by  the  aid  of  wooden  figures 
dressed  in  character,  in  the  public  streets ;  and,  according  to 
Hall,  this  county  was  especially  celebrated  for  its  religious  plays. 
Punch  and  Judy  is  a  relict  ^f  these  old  miracle  plays :  "  the 
representation  is  of  the  august  scene  in  the  hall  of  judgment, — 
Punch  being  a  corruption  of  the  name  of  a  principal  char&cter, 
Pontius  Pilate,  and  Judy,  of  Judith  his  wife."  {Chambers^ 
Journal,  May,  1861). 

The  modern  history  of  the  Drama,  locally  speaking,  is 
rendered  further  interesting  by  the  connection  by,  residence  of 
one  of  the  greatest  delineators  of  dramatic  literature  of  the 
present  age.  It  is  a  singular  coincidence  that  the  same  retired 
and  beautiful  locality  should  have  been  selected  by  Macready  for 
his  residence,  as  was  chosen  by  a  Siddons.  Not  far  from  the  spo  t 
where  Birch  Farm  was  located,  and  where  the  tragic  actress  abode 
in  her  declining  years,  Macready,  full  of  well-earned  honours,  and 
in  the  enjoyment  of  health  and  domestic  happiness,  now  abides. 
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It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  our  local  press  has  recorded  the 
first  appearance  of  this  great  man  on  the  stage.  The  editor  of 
the  Cheltenham  Chronicle^  of  Sept.  26,  1816,  introduces  the 
following  notice  in  his  account  of  dramatic  news,  "  At  Covent 
Garden,  last  week,  Mr.  Macready  came  out  as  Orestes  in  the 
*  Distressed  Mother.'  His  voice  and  person  are  well  adapted 
to  the  stage.  He  was  highly  applauded  by  a  crowded  audience ; 
and  we  are  much  deceived  if  he  does  not  ultimately  bear  away 
the  palm  from  most  of  his  contemporaries."  The  prophecy  has 
been  fulfilled.  Macready  has  won  the  laurels  of  fame,  and  has 
retired,  honoured  and  respected,  to  that  town  whose  local  press 
forty-five  years  ago  predicted  his  future  success  in  life.  Long 
may  he  continue  his  abode  among  us,  and,  like  the  inimitable 
Siddons,  derive  invigorating  strength  and  support  in  his  later 
years  from  the  salubrious  air  of  Cheltenham.  Macready  has 
done  much  to  advance  the  cause  of  the  legitimate  drama.  His 
performances  in  this  town  at  the  Cambray  Theatre,  will  for  ever 
live  in  the  remembrance  of  those  who  had  the  good  fortune  to 
witness  them.  This  eminent  tragedian,  like  John  Kemble  who 
made  his  first  start  in  life  in  Cheltenham,  was  educated  for  the 
Church.  This,  no  doubt,  accounts  for  his  success  in  after-life, 
through  being  enabled  to  unite  a  high  intellectual  culture  with 
the  profession  of  an  actor.  So  it  should  always  be  ;  the 
performer  ought  ever  to  thoroughly  understand  and  appteciate 
the  composition  of  the  author  he  attempts  to  illustrate  on  the 
stage.  William  Charles  Macready  was  born  in  London  on 
March  3,  1793,  and  received  his  education  at  Rugby,  under  the 
celebrated  Dr.  Arnold.  Here  he  was  distinguished  for  his 
classical  acquirements;  and  had  he  entered  the  church  as 
intended,  he  might,  with  his  great  oratorical  powers,  have 
become  a  popular  preacher.  But  Shakespere  had  more  influence 
over  his  highly  gifted  mind  than  any  ecclesiastical  institution, 
however  wealthy ;  and  it  was  fortunate  for  the  interests  of  the 
Drama  that  his  thoughts  were  .so  directed.  We  are  indebted 
to  him  for  many  refinements  of  the  stage,  and  for  elevating 
the  tone  of  natural  ta§te.  His  career  was  one  of  the  most 
marked  success.  Not  only  England,  but  America  and  France 
courted  his  services;  a];id  it  is  said  that  he  drew  together 
the  largest  theatrical  a^jjiences  that  e^er  assembled  in  the 
United  States, 
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"  Mr.  Macready  lives  in  all  the  endearments  of  domestic 
association — his  private  character  is  most  exemplary,  and  his 
nature  most  benevolent  to  all  those  who  come  within  its  scope. 
In  a  word,  he  is  in  every  sense  eminently — the  gentleman." 
{Theatrical  Times.) 

The  family  connections  of' this  great  man  have  been  many 
years  residents.  His  brother.  Major  Macready,  lies  interred  in 
Leckhampton  churchyard,  and  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was 
held,  induces  surviving  relatives  to  adorn  his  tomb  with  a  variety 
of  fioral  productions,  which  render  it,  as  it  deserves  to  be,  a 
source  of  attraction  both  to  visitors  and  residents.  The 
memorial  is  a  massive  cross,  and  affection  has  covered  the  grave 
with  flowers  of  all  hues. 

'*  Mr.  Macready,  whose  heart  is  as  simple  and  affectionate  ^s 
his  genius  is  mighty,  has,  since  his  retirement  from  the  stage, 
devoted  a  large  share  of  his  energies  to  the  benevolent  task  of 
.extending  educatioju  amongst  the  youth  of  his  country."  {CJieU- 
enham  Examiner ^  April  6,  1859.) 

The  best  testimony  to  the  private  virtues  of  the  great 
tragedian  is  to  be  found  in  the  following  lines,  penned  as  a 
dedication  to  an  e]|tquisite  volume  of  poems,  recently  published 
by  his  daughter,  Miss  Catherine  F.  B.  Macready  : — 

"TO  MY  FATHER. 

"  For  ever  loved,  revered — my  heart'8  first  friend, — 
Tender  as  love  itself,  and  true  as  truth, 
I  would  that  men  might  see  thee  with  mj  eyes. 
Know  thee  as  I  have  known — then  shotild  fine's  wreath 
(Bound  on  thy  brows  of  yore)  new  semblance  take, 
And  show  thee  halo*d  with  celestial  light ! 
Yet  I,  who  know  thee  best,  and  have  enshrined 
Thy  virtues  in  my  soal,  shall  feeblest  prove 
To  speak,  how  dear  thy  worth  I^That  which  has  been 
Most  noble  in  thee,  never  can  be  known. 
Oh,  loviug  lips,  long  silent  in  tiie  grave, 

'    Could  bat  the  old  life  warm  them  for  a  space, 
How  would  they  echo  now  ray  poor  applause. 
And  oh,  if  this  adventurous  tongue  can  boast 
The  transcript  of  one  pure  intent,  true  thought, 
Orgenerous  aspiration,  unto  thee 
Alone  be  praise  !    All  good,  ray  life  can  show 
Is  of  thy  teaching,  and  in  offering  thee 
This  lowly  tribute  of  my  grateful  love, 
God  knqws,  I  give  thee  M  thine  own  again  (  " 
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The  Dramatic  history  of  Cheltenham,  it  must  be  confessed, 
belongs  to  the  past.  The  crowded  auditories  which  assemble  to 
witness  the  occasional  performances  that  take  place,  demonstrate 
that  a  taste  for  the  Drama  yet  exists  in  the  locality ;  but  no 
public  theatre  has  supplied  the  place  of  the  one  destroyed  by 
fire.  This  state  of  things  is  most  deeply  to  be  deplored ;  for, 
while  on  the  one  hand  we  admit  that  much  reformation  is  needed 
in  the  theatrical  taste  of  the  present  day,  yet,  on  the  other  hand, 
we  contend  that  the  stated  performance  of  the  legitimate  Drama 
— the  productions  of  Shakespere,  Otway,  and  Massinger — 
would  be  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  community,  by  creating 
a  love  for  virtuous  actions.  The  theatre,  in  a  reformed  state, 
would,  in  our  opinion,  be  an  important  and  highly  influential 
school  of  morality,  and  we  should  rejoice  to  once  more  witness 
the  erection  of  a  building  in  this  town  devoted  to  the  rational 
and  instructive  amusements  of  the  Drama. 

The  regular  and  stated  representation  of  the  legitimate  Drama 
in  this  town  is  much  required  from  the  circumstance  of  its  being 
a  place  of  resort  for  the  wealthy  and  fashionable,  as  well  as  for 
the  invalid.  However  salutary  the  effects  of  the  long-since 
justly  celebrated  chalybeates  of  Cheltenham  may  be,  yet  we  were 
always  of  opinion  that  the  end  for  which  they  have  been  resorted 
to,  would  even  be  more  effectually  attained  by  opportunities 
being  afforded  to  invalids  of  enjoying  the  innocent  and  exhili- 
rating  delights  of  varied  recreation.  Rational  amusements  are 
alone  wanting  to  give  a  full  and  more  effective  force  to  its  great 
and  attractive  power,  by  rendering  it  at  once  the  seat  of  health, 
the  abode  of  recreative  enjoyment,  and  innocent,  invigorating 
pleasure.  It  is  not  the  mere  abstract  "efficacy  of  the  waters 
themselves,  powerful  no  doubt  as  they  are  in  their  effects,  which 
can  afford  the  visitor  all  that  he  proposes  to  himself,  or  expects 
to  await  him  during  his  sojourn  at  a  fashionable  watering  place ; — 
he  expects  to  find  an  agreeable  combination  of  different  little 
pleasures  and  amusements  on  various  scales  of  attraction, — all 
calculated  to  promote,  by  their  operation  on  the  mind,  in  several 
succession,  the  great  and  paramount  benefit  which  he  hopes  to 
derive  to  his  bodily  health  from  the  frequent  use  of  these 
healing  waters. 

When  reflecting  upon  the  more  celebrated  individuals  who 
have,  in  by-gone  days,  contributed  by  their  histrionic  talents  to 
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amuse  tbe  visitors  and  inhabitants  of  Cheltenham,  we  can  but 
regret  the  want  of  a  theatre  at  the  present  day.  That  a  town 
surrounded  with  a  population  of  50,000,  should  not  possess  a 
temple  wherein  the  tragic  muse  might  be  celebrated,  is  remark- 
able, and  certainly  not  in  unison  with  human  progression.  Never 
was  there  a  time  more  than  at  the  present  moment,  when  the 
friends  of  the  drama  ought  to  exert  themselves,  and  endeavour 
to  create  a  public  taste  for  theatrical  performances.  The 
tendency  of  the  age  is  evidently  towards  temperance,  and  the 
time  formerly  employed  in  more  debasing  pursuits,  will,  in 
future,  be  bestowed  upon  objects  more  rational.  A  gloomy  state 
of  society,  without  pleasurable  excitement,  will  invariably  lead 
to  drunkenness  and  infidelity.  Man  was  made  to  enjoy,  as  well 
as  to  labour,  and  one  of  the  best  means  that  can  be  adopted  to 
aid  the  great  moral  movement  now  in  progress,  would  be  the 
establishment  of  innocent  recreations,  through  the  medium  of 
the  legitimate  Drama.  The  stated  performance  of  first-rate 
actors  at  Cheltenham,  besides  contributing  to  the  public  amuse- 
ment, would  have  a  direct  tendency  to  promote  good  morals ; 
for  in  the  plays  of  the  best  authors  there  is  nothing  which  can 
possibly  be  objected  to  by  the  strictest  moralist,  nor  does  religion 
itself  say  one  word  against  the  drama.  Its  great  founder  never 
deprecated  the  theatrical  establishments  of  Herod  the  Great, 
although  the  Jews  were  taxed  to  support  them  ;  and  even  St. 
Paul  quotes  a  dramatic  poet,  which  shews  his  acquaintance 
with  the  Attic  Drama.  False  notions  have  too  long  been  current 
respecting  the  play  and  players ;  but  if  objections  are  calmly 
weighed,  they  will  be  found  to  be  made  against  the  abuse,  and 
not  against  the  right  me  of  the  stage.  The  greatest  writer  of 
the  present  century,  the  Kev.  Dr.  Channing,  truly  remarks  : — 
"  I  can  conceive  of  a  theatre,  which  would  be  the  noblest  of  all 
amusements,  and  would  take  a  high  rank  among  the  means  of 
refining  the  taste  and  elevating  the  character  of  the  people. 
The  deep  woes,  the  mighty  and  terrible  passions,  and  the  sublime 
emotions  of  genuine  tragedy,  are  fitted  to  thrill  us  with  human 
sympathies,  with  profound  interest  in  our  nature,  with  a  con- 
sciousness of  what  man  can  do,  and  dare,  and  suffer,  with  an 
awed  feeling  of  the  fearful  mysteries  of  life.  The  soul  of  the 
spectator  is  stirred  from  its  depths ;  and  the  lethargy  in  which 
so  many  live,  is  roused,  at  least  for  a  time,  to  some  intenseness 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


3i62  HIATOEYOF   CHBIiTENHAM. 

of  tlkought  and  sensibility.  The  Drama  answers  a  high  purpose 
when  it  places  us  in  the  presence  of  the  most  solemii  and  striking 
events  of  human  history,  and  lays  bare  to  us  the  human  heart 
in  its  most  powerful,  appalling,  and  glorious  workings." 


CHAPTEB    XIX. 
political    l^tstotB. 

HISTORY  and  tradition  unite  in  proving  that  at  one  time 
Cheltenham  returned  two  members  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  It  was,  doubtless,  from  the  circumstance  of  the 
town  being  monastic  property,  that  such  a  righjt  was  fir^t 
created.  So  early  as  the  ninth  century,  a  Priory  existed,  and 
the  principals  of  these  reUgious  institutions  were  summpned  to 
serve  in  Parliament,  and  their  various  constituences  were  com- 
pelled by  legal  enactments  to  contribute  towards  their  support. 
That  the  town  of  Cheltenham  was  represented  in  Parliament  so 
early  as  the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  is  evident  from  the  fact  related 
by  the  editor  of  "  Camden's  Britannia,"  that  the  King  ex- 
changed away  the  manor  in  order  to  rid  himself  of  two  trouble- 
some members  —  "tertain  religious  men,  ^ho  intermingled 
secretly  in  matters  of  state.  (Edition  of  1695,  p.  178.)  Prinn 
has  also  recorded  the  particulars  of  thi^  interes,ting  fact.  The 
historians  who  record  the  statistics  connected  with  the  various 
monasteries  and  Catholic  institutions  which  once  were  scattered 
over  this  extensive  country,  include  Cheltenham  among  the  list 
of  places  sending  Parliamentary  representatives.  Eichard  de 
Cheltenham,  Abbot  of  Cheltenham,  in  the  fourteerith  century, 
is  particularly  mentioned  by  Prinn,  as  M.P.,  pf  the  borough. 
Another  Abbot  of  Cheltepham  is  also  alluded  to  in  Hillarii 
Commissiones,  5  Eliz.  vol.  2,  as  having  defended  the  jights  of 
the  Stanway  copyjiol^e^'s  in  former  ti^es,  in  Parlia^i^n^.    Tlus 
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was  the  celebrated  Abbot  who  was  afterwards  the  principal  of 
Tewkesbury  Abbey,  where  he  was  buried  in  1609,  and  where 
a  beautiful  Gothic  altar  tomb  yet  exists  to  his  memory.  The 
attempts  which  were  at  different  times  made  to  gain  an 
exemption  from  this  privilege,  on  the  ground  of  its  expense, 
also  confirm  our  view  of  the  case.  One  of  the  terms  of  the 
grant  of  the  manor,  made  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Edward  IV.,  to  the  Abbess  of  Sion,  was,  "  to  be  free  of  charges 
of  knights  and  burgesses  of  Parliament."  As  a  general  rule 
only  Mitred  Abbeys  were  allowed  to  send  Parliamentary  repre- 
sentatives. But  other  ecclesiastical  bodies  were  also  empowered 
with  the  same  right  of  which  this  town  is  an  example.  This 
arose  from  the  intimate  connection  which  then  subsisted  between 
the  Church  and  State,  and  at  the  Parliaments  which  were  then 
summoned  at  Gloucester  and  other  places,  the  affairs  oi  %hG 
Church  engaged  more  attention  than  those  of  the  State. 

The  dissolution  of  religious  institutions  by  Henry  VIII. 
caused  a  large  amount  of  poverty  in  England,  and  consequently 
produced  a  complete  change  in  the  representive  system.  The 
chaotic  condition  of  those  towns  which,  like  Cheljtenham,  were 
monastic  property,  was  truly  lamentable,  and  many  of  them  fell 
into  decay  and  obscurity.  This  was  so  much  the  case,  that  a 
sufficient  number  of  members  could  not  be  obtained  to  serve  in 
Parliament,  and  Quee^  Elizabeth  had  to  appoint  a  body  to 
examine  into  the  constitution  of  the  various  towns  which 
neglected  to  send  representatives,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
whether  or  not  the  same  ought  to  be  exempted.  This  enquiry, 
the  "Pascha  Recorda"  and  Parliamentary  documents  of  the 
period  relate  at  length,  and  Cheltenham  is  among  the  places 
mentioned  as  not  having  sent  members  according  to  ancient 
custom.  Dyde  affirms  that  the  town  was  in  such  a  state  of 
poverty,  that  the  Lord  of  the  Manor  petitioned  Elizabeth  to  be 
relieved  "  both  from  the  trouble  and  expence  of  sendipg  two 
members  to  Parliament,  as  had  been  the  practice  in  former 
times,"  and  also  that  the  said  Lord  of  the  Manor,  William 
Norwood,  Esq.,  had  an  injunction  filed  against  him  for  not 
carrying  into  force  various  rights  of  the  borough,  "  but  more 
especially  that  of  neglecting  to  see  duly  fulfilled  the  ancient 
custom  of  the  electors  of  returning  at  every  election,  when 
called  on  by  the  Crown,  two  members  tp  Paylian^e^t,"    The 
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trial  of  William  Norwood,  Esq.,  which  took  place  in  the  thirty- 
second  year  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  is  among  the  Prinn 
manuscripts,  and  Sir  John  Popham,  the  Queen's  Attorney- 
General,  in  his  opening  speech,  upon  stating  the  case  to  the 
court,  remarked  that  the  defendant,  among  other  things,  claimed 
to  be  free  from  sending  knights  and  burgesses  to  Parliament." 
This  trial  having  been  decided  in  favour  of  the  Lord  of  the 
Manor,  no  attempt  was  again  made  to  enforce  the  return  of 
members  to  Parlament ;  the  practice  fell  into  disuse,  the  town 
into  an  insignificant  village,  and  but  for  the  records  of  the  past, 
its  once  great  and  important  chartered  privileges  would  have 
been,  long  ere  this,  forgotten. 

The  poverty  of  the  borough  (anciently)  becomes  apparent 
from  the  attempt  which  the  then  voters  made  to  get  excused 
from  their  Parliamentary  duties,  more  especially  when  the  small- 
ness  of  the  sum  required  is  considered.  The  wages  received  by 
M.P.'s  were  fixed  by  the  16th  of  Edward  II.,  at  the  low  rate  of 
four  shillings  per  day  for  County,  and  two  shillings  for  Borough 
members.  There  are  instances  where,  upon  the  plea  of  poverty, 
a  less  sum  was  fixed.  Sir  John  Strange,  the  MP.  for  Dunwich, 
agreed  to  take  "  a  cade  and  half  a  barrel  of  herrings  for  his 
wages."  Cheltenham  was  not  the  only  place  which  raised  the 
objection  on  the  score  of  expence.  The  large  county  of  Lanca- 
shire was  returned  by  the  sheriff  as  a  place  "  where  no  cities  or 
boroughs  could,  on  account  of  their  poverty,  send  any  citizens 
as  burgesses  to  Parliament." 

From  the  Elizabethan  era  downwards,  there  is  a  complete 
blank  in  the  political  history  of  the  town.  The  inhabitants 
having,  for  nearly  two  centuries,  been  deprived  of  their  ancient 
electoral  rights,  hailed  with  delight  the  movement  set  on  foot  to 
amend  the  representative  system  of  England,  by  Earl  Grey, 
Lord  John  Kussell,  and  others,  and  the  passing  of  the  Reform 
Bill  was  celebrated  on  September  26,  1831,  by  a  public  dinner 
at  the  Assembly  Rooms,  and  by  an  illumination  on  August  10, 
1832.  To  commemorate  the  event  a  statute  of  William  IV. 
was  erected  in  the  Imperial  Nursery,  near  the  Queen's  Hotel. 
This  Act  enabled  the  ratepayers  of  Cheltenham  once  more  to 
become  electors,  and  from  the  first  carrying  out  of  that 
memorable  enactment,  the  thread  of  our  political  history,  may 
be  said  to  recommence. 
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It  is  an  interesting  fact,  and  one  deserving  of  record,  that, 
althougli  the  place  for  so  long  a  time  lost  the  privilege  of 
having  a  representative  o£  its  own,  yet  at  different  periods  the 
residents  have  taken  an  interest  in  county  elections.  So  early 
as  the  year  1666 — the  reign  of  Charles  II. — we  are  informed 
by  Atkyns  that  upwards  of  200  persons  residing  in  the  town 
and  hundred  were  qualified  to  vote  for  the  county  by  virtue  of 
their  freehold  possessions.  At  the  great  county  election  in 
1776,  one  of  the  most  warmly  contested  and  protracted  on 
record,  67  inhabitants  of  Cheltenham  polled,  as  will  be  here- 
after detailed. 

Intimately  connected  with  the  modern  portion  of  our  political 
history,  is  the  name  of  Captain  Grey.  When  the  great  Eetorm 
agitation  was  convulsing  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land, 
this  individual,  by  His  powerful  and  eloquent  speeches,  aroused 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  to  a  sense  of  the  value  of  the 
proposed  Eeform  Act,  as  a  means  of  enabling  Cheltenham  to 
obtain  a  Parliamentary  representative.  Consequently,  public 
meetings  were  held  from  time  to  time,  until  the  Bill  passed, 
and  at  them  the  respected  Captain  invariably  attended,  and  in 
most  instances  he  was  chosen  as  the  chairman.  For  twenty 
years  Captain  Grey  was  an  inhabitant  of  Cheltenham,  and, 
although  blind,  during  a  portion  of  that  period,  he  took  an 
active  and  consistent  p|irt  in  connection  with  political  move- 
ments. He  died  on  April  26,  1835,  and  as  a  proof  of  the 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held,  it  will  be  necessary  to  mention 
that  his  remains  were  honoured  with  a  public  funeral.  Lord 
Segrave  (Earl  Fitzhardinge),  Hon.  C,  F.  Berkeley,  M.P.,  and 
J.  Brown,  Esq.,  of  Salperton,  were  among  the  pall-bearers, 
while  the  followers  comprised  the  principal  inhabitants  of  all 
shades  of  political  opinions ;  and  as  the  mournful  cavalcade  pro- 
ceeded to  St.  Mary's  Churchyard,  it  was  watched  by  thousands 
of  spectators,  many  of  whom  had  come  from  a  distance.  Capt. 
Grey  commanded  the  1st  troop  of  Gloucestershire  Yeomanry, 
raised  durirg  the  French  war,  and  had  a  handsome  piece  of  plate 
presented  to  him  by  the  officers  on  August  15th,  1809. 

At  thf  taking  of  the  census  in  1881,  the  population  was  found 
to  be  22,942,  and  consequently,  under  the  Keform  Act,  the  town 
became  entitled  to  a  parliamentary  representative.  The  10th 
day  of  December^  1832,  was  fixed  for  the  nomioation  gf  a 
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candidate,  and  the  Hon.  Craven  Fitzhardinge  Berkeley  had  the 
honour  of  being  returned,  without  opposition,  the  first  member 
of  this  "  Queen  of  Watering  Places.**  Three  years  afterwards 
a  general  election  occurred,  when  the  standing  member  again 
solicited  the  suiFrages  of  the  electors  in  the  Liberal  interest,  as 
did  also  William  Penn  Gaskell,  Esq.,  B.A.  (a  descendant  of  the 
founder  of  Pennsylvania)  on  the  Radical  interest.  The  election 
took  place  in  1835,  and  at  the  close  of  the  poll  the  result  was 
as  follows  : —  ^ 

Hon.  C.  F.  Berkeley  (Liberal)  4.12 

W.  P.  Gaskell,  JSsq.  (Radical)  25 

Majority  of  Votes  for  Berkeley 387 

For  the  second  time  Mr.  Berkeley  was  accordingly  returned  as 
th^  Parliamentary  representative ;  and,  at  the  general  election 
in  1837,  he  again  declared  himself  a.  candidate.  At  the  same 
time  he  was  opposed  by  Jonathan  Peel,  Esq.^  a  conservative 
gentleman,  and  nearly  allied  to  Sir  Robert  Peel,  Bart.  The 
contest  terminated  thus  : — 

Hon.  C.F.  Berkeley  (Liberal)  632 

Jonathan  Peel,  Esq.  (Conservative) 398 

Majority  of  votes  for  Berkeley 334 

the  next  general  election  was  in  1841,  and  Mr.  Berkeley  once 
more  presented  himself  on  the  hustings,  and  was  again  destined 
to  be  the  successful  candidate,  although  the  contest  wa's  a  severe 
one.  Two  other  persons  were  also  put  in  nomination  with  him — 
James  Agg  Gardner,  Esq.,  Lord  of  the  Manor,  a  gentleman 
ptofessing  conservative  principles,  and  Col.  Peyronet  Thompson. 
At  the  close  of  the  poll  the  numbers  were  thus  declared : — 

Hou.  C.  F.  Berkeley  (Liberal)  764 

J.  A.  Gardner,  Esq.  (Conservative) ...        655 

Col.  Thompson  (Radical)        4 

Majority  of  votes  for  Berkeley 109 

In  1847,  another  general  election  occurred,  and  the  event  gave 
rise  to  one  of  the  most  spirited  and  exciting  political  agitatioiia 
which  the  town  ever  witnessed.  The  candidates  were  the  Hon. 
C.  F.  Berkeley,   Sir  Willoughby  Jones,  Bart.,  of  Norfolk,  eind 
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Capt.  C.  Smith, — the  two  latter  gentlemen  being  in  the  conser- 
vative interest.     The  contest  thus  terminated  : — 

Sir  W.  Jones,  Bart.  (Conservative) 1015 

Hon.  C.  F.  Berkeley  (Liberal)  907 

Capt.  C.  Smith  (Conservative)  4 

Majority  of  votes  for  Jones        108* 

The  return  of  Sir  W.  Jones  was  opposed  by  a  petition  to 
Parliament,  on  the  ground  of  alleged  bribery  practices.  On 
May  28, 1848,  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  reported 
that  the  last  Election  for  Cheltenham  was  null  and  void,  in 
consequence  of  the  agents  of  Sir  W.  Jones  having  been  guilty 
of  bribery.  This  decision  led  to  another  contest.  On  July  28, 
184.8,  the  Hon.  C.  F.  Berkeley  and  J.  A.  Gardner,  Esq.,  the 
same  candidates  as  in  1841,  were  again  proposed,  and  the  result 
was  as  follows  : — 

Hon.  C.  F.  Ifterkeley  (liberal)  1028 

J.  A.  (Gardner,  Esq.  (Conservative) 859 

Majority  oi  votes  for  Berkeley 169 

A  petition  was  presented  against  the  Hon.  C.  F.  Berkeley, 
founded  upon  a  then  local  practice  of  giving  electors  refresh- 
ments. On  Aug.  24, 1848,  the  House  of  Commons  committee 
who  heard  the  case,  declared  the  election  to  be  void,  on  the 
ground  that  several  friends  of  Mr.  Berkeley  had  practised 
treating.  Thus,  once  again  the  suffrages  of  the  electors  had  to 
be  solicited.  By  these  decisions,  both  Sir  W.  Jones  and  the 
Hon.  C.  F.  Berkeley  were  disqualified  from  sitting  in  Parliament 
until  after  a  dissolution  had  taken  place.  Consequently,  both 
political  parties  brought  forward  new  candidates.  The  Liberal 
interest  was  represented  by  Grenville  C.  L.  Berkeley,  Esq.,  a 
cousin  of  the  late  M.P.,  and  the  Conservative  interest  by  Bickham 
Escott,  Esq.,  a  gentleman  of  the  county  of  Somerset.  On 
Sept.  2, 1848^  the  nomination  took  place,  and  the  following 
were  the  number  of  votes  recorded  : — 

Grenville  C.  L.  Berkeley,  Esq.  (Liberal)       986 

Bickham  Escott,  Esq.  (Conservative)  .;.        ...        835 

Majority  of  votes  for  Berkeley  ...        ...        .m        1^1 
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Grenvillc  Charles  Lennox  Berkeley,  Esq.,  wlio  was  thus 
returned  for  the  first  time  for  the  borough,  was  second  son  of 
the  late  Admiral  the  Hon.  Sir  George  Berkeley,  G.C.B.,  by  the 
daughter  of  Lord  George  Lennox.  He  was  bom  in  London, 
1806;  married,  1827,  Augusta  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  J.  H. 
Leigh,  Esq.,  of  Stoneleigh  Abbey,  and.  sister  to  the  first  Lord 
Leigh.  '  He  was  formerly  a  captain  in  the  52nd  Regiment  of 
Light  Infantry.  He  held  office  under  the  Aberdeen  adminis- 
tration ;  and  after  he  retired  from  the  representation,  of  this 
borough,  he  was  chosen  M.P.  for  Evesham.  At  the  general 
election  in  1 852,  the  same  candidates  entered  the  field  as  in 
1847,  and  the  choice  of  the  voters  rested  for  the  seventh  time 
upon  the  original  member — the  Hon.  C.  F.  Berkdey.  On 
July  8, 1852,  these  gentlemen  were  again  nominated,  and  the 
official  return  was  thus  declared  : — 

Hon.  C.  F.  Berkeley  (Liberal)  999 

Sir  Vf  Jones,  Bart.  (Conservative) 869 

Majority  of  Totei  for  Berkeley 130 

The  lamented  death  of  the  Hon.  C.  E.  Berkeley,  who  had 
represented  the  borough  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  a  period 
of  twenty-three  years,  again  caused  the  electors  to  make  another 
choice.  Two  candidates  presented  themselves.  One  was  Gren- 
ville  C.  L.  Berkeley,  a  former  member,  and  William  Kidler,  Esq., 
a  banker  of  the  town.  The  nomination  occurred  on  July  14, 
1855,  and  the  returns  were  as  follows  :— 

Grenville  C.  L.  Berkeley,  Esq.  (Liberal)     760 

William  Ridler,  Esq.  (Conservative) 178 

Majority  for  Berkeley     682 

In  consequence  of  Mr.  Berkeley  receiving  a  lucrative  appoint- 
ment under  government,  as  Commissioner  of  Customs,  he  had 
to  resign  his  parhamentaiy  office.  The  result  was  another 
election  in  the  borough.  On  May  8,  1856,  Capt.  (now  Col.) 
Berkeley,  a  cousin  of  the  former  representative,  and  G.  Halliwell, 
Esq.)  one  of  the  local  magistrates,  were  put  in  nomination.  At 
the  close  of  the  poll,  the  numbers  were,— 

Captain  Berkeley  (Liberal)     ...        841 

G.  Halliwell,  Esq.  (Conservative)     ...'       655 

Majpxity  for  Berkeley     186 
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In  tbe  fblTowiBg  year,  an  election'  again  took  place.  The 
nomination  day  was  on  March  27th,  1857.  The  sitting  member 
was  unopposed — a  circumstance  without  a  precedent  since  the 
town  had  enjoyed  the  right  of  returning  a  representative.  This 
incident  was  so  ably  alluded  to  in  the  Address  issued  at  thd 
lime  by  the  eleeted  member,  that  we  here  transcribe  it  in  Keu  of 
« the  state  of  the  poll  :**— 

"  TO  THS  ELSCTOES  Of  THZ  B0B0U6H  Of  OUXLTSNHAX. 

**  GentlemeD, — I  return  yoa  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  distinguished  honoor 
which  you  have  again  conferred  upon  me,  in  electing  me  as  your  Representative 
in  l^e  Honse  of  Commons.  That  honour  is  considerably  enhanced  #hen  1 
remember  that  this  is  the  first  Mtction,  since  1832,  at  which  tiie  Candidate  breogliC 
forward  by  the  Liberal  Party  has  been  returned,  without  opposition,  by  the  Urge 
and  independent  constituency  of  the  Borongh. 

**  I  trust  that  this  will  be  the  commenoement  of  a  new  era  in  the  history  •f 
Cheltenham,  and  that  with  the  cessation  of  Party  strtfii,  om  highly-fkvoured  town 
will  go  on  increasing  in  prosperity. 

**  While  faithfully  maintaining  the  Liberal  opinions  which  I  have  expressed  in 
my  previous  addresses,  I  shall  at  all  times  iiave  great  pleasure  in  giving  my  best 
atteotion  to  suggestions  received  from  any  of  my  constituents. 

**  Again  returning  you  my  grateful  thanks  for  tbe  generous  confidence  you  have 
thus  unanimously  reposed  in  me, 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 
Gentlemen, 
Your  obliged  and  faithful  servant, 

"PBANCIS  W.  f,  EKBKBLE*." 
"  George  Hotel,  Marcl»  27, 1867/' 

At  the  general  election  in  1859,  the  former  member  again 
solicited  the  suf^ttges  of  the  electors,  as  did  also  Chartes 
Sehreiber,  Bsq.,  a  gentleman  whose  family  connections  reside  in 
the  town.  The  day  of  nomitiatioii  was  on  April  S^Oth,  and  from 
tlie  Itetumifig  Officer's  statement  annexed,  it  will  be  seen  that 
it  was  one  of  the  severest  contests  the  borough  had  witnessed, 
tbe  votes  being  nearly  equal  for  both  candidates  :^ 

Colonel  F.  W.  F.  Berkeley  (Liberal)     932 

Charles  Sehreiber,  Esq.  (Conservative) 910 

Majority  for  Berkeley      12 

Prom  the  foregoing  statistics  it  will  be  seen,  that  for  a 
period'  of  nearly  thirty  years  .the  town  has  enjoyed  the  pri- 
vilege of  being  represented  in  the  great  conncU  of  the  nation 
During  this  time  it  has  made  considerable  progress  in  population, 
and  oonsequeutly  there  has  beeu  a  proportionate  ibcmKseib'  thb 
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number  of  electora.  In  1832,  when  the  Reform  Act  came  into 
operation,  there  were  not  a  thousand  persons  eligible  to  vote ; 
but  in  1843,  the  number  of  registered  electors  of  the  Borough 
of  Cheltenham  were  declared  by  the  revising  barrister  to  be 
2,100;  and  in  1845,  he  fixed  the  number  at  2,300 ;  in  1851, 
at  2,295  ;  in  1860,  at  2,385  ;  in  1861,  at  2,695  ;  and  in  1862, 
at  2,493.  With  a  population  of  40,000  persons,  it  is  certainly 
to  be  desired  that  increased  political  rights  may  be  acquired, 
and  that  the  most  fashionable  and  celebrated  watering-place  in 
England  will  once  more  recur  to  its  ancient  practice  of  electing 
two  parliamentary  representatives.  May  the  historian  of  the 
future  be  enabled  to  record  the  enjoyment  of  extended  political 
rights  by  the  inhabitants  of  Cheltenham,  and  may  those  who 
shall  have  obtained  those  rights,  consider  that  they  hold  them 
as  a  trust  highly  responsible,  not  for  the  benefit  of  their  con- 
stituency alone,  but  for  the  community  at  large,  for  the  purpose 
of  advancing  the  moral,  political,  and  social  well-being  of  the 
whole  human  race. 

From  what  has  been  adduced,  it  appears  that  members  of 
"  the  noble  House  of  Berkeley  "  have  represented  the  borough 
in  Parliament  since  the  passing  of  the  Eeform  Act.  The  present 
M.P.  has  filled  the  office  since  1856.  He  is  Lieut.- Colonel  of 
the  Sbuth  Gloucestershire  Militia,  and  holds  similar  rank  in  the 
Hussars  and  Horse  iG^uards.  He  is  allied  by  marriage  to  the 
present  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the  Bishop  of  Winchester, 
having  married  Miss  Sumner,  eldest  daughter  of  Colonel  H. 
Sumner,  M.P.  In  Dod's  "  Parliamentary  Companion  "  for  1861, 
the  M.P.  for  the  borough,  is  thus  described  : 

"  Berkeley,  Francis  William  Fitz-Hardiuge,  M.P.  for  Cheltenham,  eldest  son 
of  the  Bight  Hon.  Sir  Manrice  F.  Fitz-Hardinge  Berkeley,  by  his  first  wife  Lady 
Charlotte,  sixth  daughter  of  the  fourth  Duke  of  Richmond.  Bom  1826 ;  married 
1857,  Georgina,  only  daughter  of  Col.  Holme  Sumner,  of  Hatchlands,  Surrey. 
Educated  at  Rugby.  Appointed  Captain  Royal  Horse  Guards,  September,  1853  ; 
retired  Decern W,  1857,  when  he  became  Honorary  Colonel  of  the  South 
Gloucester  Militia ;  appointed  Lient.-Col.  Commandant  of  the  same  regiment, 
1860.  A  Liberal :  in  favour  of  the  extension  of  the  suffrage  to  £5  honseholders, 
and  vote  by  Ballot,  the  abolition  of  Chnrch  Rates,  and  the  general  bat  not  com- 
pnlsory  education  of  the  people." 

The  Hon.  Col.  Berkeley  is  the  eldest  son,  and  consequently 
the  heir  to  the  title  and  estates  of  the  gallant  and  patriotic 
statesman  and  defender  of  his  country — the  Lord  Fitzhardinge, 
9Q  lon^  knowQ  99  the  Bi^ht   lion.  Sir  Mfturice  Fit^hardinge 
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Berkeley,  who  on  August  3, 1861,  was  created  by  the  Queen 
to  the  dignity  of  **  a  Baron  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  by  the  name,  style,  and  title  of  Baron 
Fitzhardinge,  of  the  city  and  county  of  Bristol." 

This  nobleman  was  bom  in  1788.  He  first  married  in  1 823, 
a  daughter  of  the  fourth  Duke  of  Eiohmond,  who  died  in  1833. 
In  1 834,  he  contracted  a  second  marriage  with  Lady  Charlotte, 
third  daughter  of  Earl  Dncie.  This  gallant  nobleman  first 
entered  the  Navy  in  1802,  and  distingoished  himself  in  1803, 
at  the  capture  of  a  schooner  and  boats.  He  commanded  the 
gun  boats  in  the  Tagus,  co-operating  with  the  troops  in  the  lines 
of  Torris  Yedras,  for  which  he  was  thanked  in  public  by 
the  Duke  of  Wellington.  He  commanded  the  Thunderer, 
84  guns,  at  the  capture  of  St.  Jean  d'Acre,  for  which  he  was 
made  a  C.B.,  and  received  a  gold  medal.  He  was  made  a  Vice- 
Admiral  of  the  Red  in  1858,  and  a  Admiral  of  the  Blue  in  1 862  ; 
was  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  from  April,  1833,  to  December, 
1834  ;  from  July,  1837,  to  March,  1852;  and  from  1852,  to 
December,  1857.  He  represented  Gloucester  in  Parliament, 
from  December,  1832,  to  April,  1833 ;  from  1836  to  1837  ;  and 
from  1841  to  1857.  He  was  created  in  1861  a  Knight  of  the 
Cross : — 

"  Her  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  Vice- Admiral  the  Bight  Hon.  Sir 
Maurice  Frederick  Fitzhardinge  Berkeley,  K.C.6.,  to  be  an  Ordinary  Member  of 
the  Military  Division  of  the  First  Class,  or  Knights  Orand  Cross,  of  the  Most 
Hononrable  Order  of  the  Bath."    {Oourt  Gazette,  July,  1861.) 

He  has  also  for  many  years  served  the  office  of  a  deputy  lieu- 
tenant of  the  county.  By  his  first  marriage  he  has  two  sons 
and  two  daughters.  The  eldest  son  is  the  Hon.  M.P.  for 
Cheltenham, — the  second  son  is  the  Hon.  Charles  Paget  Fitz- 
hardinge Berkeley,  M.P.  for  Gloucester.  The  eldest  daughter 
married  Lord  George  Gifford. 

*'  Charles  P.  Fitzhardinge  Berkeley,  born  in  1830,  nArried  Dec.  6,  1856, 
Lonisa  Elizabeth,  only  daughter  of  the  late  Henry  Lindow,  Esq.;  •Frederica 
Charlotte  F.  Berkeley,  married  April  2, 1845,  to  Lord  Gifford.  Fenella  Fitz- 
hardinge,  married,  in  1851,  to  Major  H.  Armytage,  of  the  Ouards."  {Burk^t 
Peerage.) 

The  first  visit  of  the  newly-created  Lord  Fitzhardinge  to  the 
town,  after  his  accession  to  the  title,  was  on  Nov.  27,  1861, 
upon  the  occasion  of  his  presiding  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Colonial 
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Missionary  Society,  at  the  Assembly  Rooms.  The  opportunity 
was  taken  to  present  his  Lordship  with  an  Address,  con- 
gratulating him  upon  the  honour  which  had  been  so  justly 
conferred  upon  him.  The  address  was  presented  at  the  Queen's 
Hotel,  by  a  deputation  comprising  representatives  of  all  classes 
and  parties,  and  the  particulars  of  the  meeting  will  be  found  in 
the  chapter  on  Modern  Events. 

The  inhabitants  of  Cheltenham  were  also  anciently  connected 
with  the  elections  of  members  for  the  county.  The  journals  of 
the  House  of  Commons  contain  an  entry  in  relation  to  the 
town  at  one  of  these  contests,  which  is  probably  the  oldest  on 
record.  From  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First  down  to  George 
the  Third,  in  petitions  that  had  been  presented,  the  polling  of 
the  freeholders  of  the  Borough  occurs  in  connexion  with  some 
very  curious  facts. 

In  April  1640,  the  committee  of  privileges,  touching  the 
election  of  Sir  Robert  Tracey,  reported  that  they  found,  "many 
misdemeanours  in  the  said  election,  and  were,  therefore,  of 
opinion  that  Sir  Humphrey  Trpcey,  sheriff  of  the  County  of 
Gloucester,  should  be  sent  Ibr  as  a  delinquent  by  the  serjeant- 
at-arms" — whidi  order  was  rescinded  on  Mr.  George's  under- 
taking for  the  appearance  of  Sir  Humphrey.  There  «re  oth^r 
entries  in  1662,  1695,  and  1702,  touching  the  petitions  from 
Sir  John  Guise,  Bart.,  against  the  several  returns  of  Sir 
Baynham  Thi-ockmorton,  Mr.  Howard,  Mr;  Stevens,  and  Mr. 
Howe.  April  y,  1694,  the  committee  and  the  house  determined 
"  That  Sir  Thomas  Estcourt,  having  a  mtgority  of  votes  on  the 
poll,  was  duly  elected  and  returned,  although  he  had  declared  a^ 
the  election  that  he  desired  not  to  be  chosen."  In  June  177P, 
''the  Hon.  George  Berkeley,  and  a  number  of  freeholders, 
petitioned  against  the  return  of  W.  B.  Chester,  Esq.,  and 
the  partiality  shown  by  the  High  Sheriff  of  the  County,"  &c. 
Out  of  this  cas^  arose  the  first  material  improvement  in  the 
registration  of  land-tax  assessments.  The  merits  of  tl^e 
petition  were  tried  in  1777.  It  appeared  to  the  committee 
that  the  owners  of  many  estates  paid  no  land  tax,  c(i^ectly. 
Small  estates  carved  out  of  larger,  had  been  purchased  free  of 
land  tax,  the  owner  of  the  principal  estate  paying  the  tax  for 
the  whole  after  the  dismemberment,  and  was  rated  for  it.  In 
the  course  of  a  few  years  it  often  became  difiicult  for  the  own^ 
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of  the  parcel  of  land  to  prove  that  hw  land  was  assessed  or 
paid  for.  The  next  eotry  in  this  case  is  an  amusing  example  of 
parliamentary  infallibility.  A  difficulty  arises  by  reason  of 
divers  electors  having  one  and  the  same  name.  The  coknmittee 
solve  it,  not  by  any  resolution  to  proceed  with  the  examination 
of  that  individual  who  can  speak  to  the  most  important  matters 
under  consideration,  or  give  the  best  evidence  to  such  facts  as 
bear  most  stringently  on  the  questions  referred  to  them.  There 
are  three  persons  of  the  name  of  **  John  Ballinger,"  of  Chelt- 
enham, who  had  polled  in  the  Cleeve  district.  Resolved — 
"  That  as  several  John  Ballingers  appear  on  the  poH,  the 
evidence  shall  be  confined  to  the  John  BaUinger  who  polled  oii 
the  first  day."  The  committee,  after  a  three  months'  sitting, 
declared  the  sitting  member  duly  elected ;  finding,  at  the  same 
time,  no  cause  to  impeach  the  conduct  of  the  High  Sheriff. 

It  would  seem,  on  reference  to  all  the  documents  connected 
with  the  subject,  that  the  inhabitants  in  ancient  as  well  as  in 
modern  times,  have  generally  voted  on  the  side  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty.  At  the  severely  contested  election  (last 
mentioned)  in  1776,  the  Liberal  candidate  had  a  majority  of  41 
over  the  Conservative,  at  Cheltenham.  The  poll  commenced  on 
May  6,  1776,  and  ended  on  the  17  th  following.  In  order  to 
illustrate  the  number  of  freeholders  then  in  the  borough,  we 
extract  the  names  of  those  who  voted  from  "  the  Poll  Books  for 
Booth  XL,  Cheltenham  Hundred,"  as  scrutinized. 

For  Hon.  Gborob  Birkelei,  Libbrax,  49,  viz.  :— 

James  Arkel,  James  Averis,  John  Ballinger,  William  Benfield,  Thomas 
Barnard,  Richard  Beldier,  Daniel  Cook,  John  Creffer,  Thomas  Carpenter,  John 
Cook,  Robert  Cox,  Thomas  Clark,  John  Collins,  Richard  Cberrin^n,  John 
Cooper  (Arle),  Thomas  Collett,  Thomas  Clements,  John  Cox,  Thomas  Finoh, 
Robert  Fisher,  John  Gregory,  Williarti  Gregory,  sen..  William  Gregory,  jnn,, 
Richard  Hooper,  Thomas  Hamphmrs,  Richard  Humphreys,  Robert  Huooock, 
Richard  Hooper,  Benjamin  MasoD,  William  Neaie,  Thomas  Pope,  Jameti  Patoiss, 
William  WiUs,  Tnoroas  Wills,  Thonus  Towosend  (fee  farm  rent  \ipon  the  Manor 
of  Cheltenham),  John  Roberts,  John  Read  (Arle),  '^  illiam  SkiUieo^ie,  Edmund 
Smith,  Thomas  8tone,  William  Sorman,  John  Ssndford,  James  Sergeant, 
Thomas  Thornton,  Edward  Wood,  Samnel  Wells,  John  White,  Thomas  Yatman, 
John  Acock. 

For  B.  W.  Chbstir,  Esq.,  Conibrvatiti,  8. 

Rev.  T.  W.  Bidwell,  John  Chester,  John  De  la  Bare,  David  Davis,  John 
Gregory,  Daniel  Lloyd,  Richard  Newman,  Edward  Timbrell. 

At  the  general  election  in  1701,  three  candidates  entered  the 
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field  for  the  comity  —  John  Howe  and  Maynard  Colchester, 
Esqrs.,  Conservatives  (the  sitting  members),  and  Eichard 
P.  Cocks,  Esq.,  a  Whig.  On  this  occasion,  the  freeholders 
resident  in  Cheltenham  gave  the  preference  to  the  Liberal 
candidate  by  25  votes  to  4,  and  he  was  elected  by  the  County 
in  lieu  of  Howe,  who  had  rendered  himself  unpopular  by  his 
prosecution  of  Dissenters.  In  order  to  form  an  idea  of  the 
state  of  public  excitement  at  that  time,  which  was  the  last 
year  of  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary,  we  should  consult  the 
journals  of  the  day.  It  is  an  interesting  fact,  that  the  last 
words  penned  by  the  great  Lord  Macaulay,  in  his  fragmentary 
"  History  of  England,"  published  by  his  sister,  in  March  1861, 
had  reference  to  this  county  election,  in  which  the  Cheltenham 
freeholders  took  so  conspicuous  a  part.  The  departed  historian 
thus  graphically  records  the  local  feeling  then  prevalent : — 

**  There  was  one  district  to  which  the  eyes  of  hondreds  of  thoasands  wece 
turned  with  aoxioos  interest— Qloucestershire.  Would  the  patriotic  and  high- 
spirited  gentry  and  yeomanry  of  that  great  county  again  confide  their  dearest 
interests  to  the  Impudent  Scandal  of  parliaments,  the  renegade,  the  slanderer, 
the  mountebank,  who  had  been,  during  thirteen  years,  railing  at  his  betters  of 
every  party  with  a  spite  restrained  by  nothiog  but  the  craven  fear  of  corporal 
chastisement,  and  who  had  in  the  last  Parliament  made  himself  conspicuous  by 
the  abject  court  which  he  had  paid  to  Lewis,  and  by  the  impertinence  with 
which  he  had  spoken  of  William.  The  Gloucestershire  election  became  a 
national  affair,  rortmanteaus  fall  of  pamphlets  and  broadsides  were  sent  down 
from  liondon.  Every  freeholder  in  the  country  bad  several  tracts  left  at  his 
door.  In  every  market  place,  on  the  market*  day,  papers  about  the  brazen 
forehead,  the  viperous  tongue,  and  the  white  liver  of  Jack  Howe,  the  French 
King's  buffoon,  new  about  like  flakes  in  a  snow  storm.  Clowns  from  the  Cots- 
wola  Hills  and  the  Forest  of  Dean,  who  had  votes,  but  who  did  not  know  their 
letters,  were  invited  to  hear  these  satires  read,  and  were  asked  whether  they 
were  prepared  to  endure  the  two  great  evils  wluch  were  then  -considered  by  the 
common  people  of  England  as  the  inseparable  concomitants  of  despotism,  to 
wear  wooden  shoes,  and  to  live  on  irogs.  The  dissenting  preachers  and  the 
clothiers  were  peculiarly  zealous,  For  Howe  was  considered  as  the  enemy  both 
of  conventiclea  and  of  factories.  Outvoters  were  brought  up  to  Gloucester  in 
extraordinary  numbers.  In  the  city  of  London  the  traders  who  frequented 
Blackwell  Hall,  then  the  great  emporium  for  woollen  goods,  canvassed  actively 
00  the  Whig  side.** 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

HAVING  deyoted  a  chapter  to  a  detail  of  the  first  discovery  of 
the  far-famed  Mineral  Waters,  the  first  establishment  of  the 
Eoyal  Old  Well,  and  first  planting  of  the  fine  avenue  of  elm 
trees,  we  now  purpose  to  notice  the  various  Pump  Booms  at 
present  used  for  dispensing  these  health -restoring  waters  to  the 
public.  The  various  Spas  are  justly  regarded  as  among  the 
"  lions  "  of  the  place.  These  institutions  have  been  so  judiciously 
laid  out  in  their  walks  and  drives,  that  each  has  a  marked 
character  of  its  own,  and  presents  to  the  spectator  peculiarities 
of  style,  of  architecture,  and  landscape  gardening.  This  variety 
and  distinctiveness  of  the  ground  plans  of  the  Spas  adds  to 
their  attractiveness,  and  suits  the  taste  of  all  who  may  be 
desirous  of  partaldng  of  their  advantages.  In  this  respect, 
Cheltenham  surpasses  all  other  watering  places,  for  the  most 
delicate  invalid  can,  in  the  midst  of  a  crowded  town,  repair  to 
the  Spa,  and  in  the  walks  enjoy  all  the  solitude  of  the  country. 
In  the  formation  of  the  Spas,  all  tastes  have  been  met.  The 
Eoyal  Old  Well,  whose  walks  are  immortalised  by  the  many 
Eoyal  and  noble  personages  who  have  visited  it,  presents,  from 
its  central  situation  and  ancient  avenue  of  trees,  attractions  of 
no  ordinary  nature.  The  Montpellier,  with  its  garden,  affords 
a  like  retreat  on  a  smaller  scale ;  and  the  unique  Gothic  Cambray 
Spa  is  easily  accessible  from  its  locality.  Pittville  Spa,  from  its 
distance,  invites  exercise,  and  its  noble  Pump  Eoom  and  "  Fairy 
Lake  "  fill  the  beholder  with  the  most  pleasing  sensations. 

ROYAL  OLD  WELL. 
The  historical  associations  connected  with  the  Eoyal  Old 
Well  inyest  it  with  peculiar  interest,  both  to  the  resident  and 
visitor.  Here  it  was  that  those  mineral  waters,  whose  fame  is 
now  known  throughout  the  civilized  world,  were  first  accident- 
ally discovered  in  1716-16.  In  1738,  the  establishment  was 
founded,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  it  has  gone  on 
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improving.  The  original  Pump  Boom  was  but  a  small  cottage  t 
it  was  followed  by  a  more  spacious  one ;  this  gave  way  to 
another,  which  the  requirements  of  the  age  rendered  too  plain 
and  distasteful,  until  ultimately  the  piescnt  classic  structure 
was  reared,  which  in  dimensions  exceeds  any  similar  building  in 
the  town  and  county.  The  Old  Well  Walk  stands  without  a 
riyal. 

**  O'er-arched  with  elms, 
WftTing  aloft  their  tow' ring  branches  proud." 

The  picturesque  view  afforded  by  the  long  and  uniform  row 
of  majestic  trees  must  be  witnessed  to  be  realized  :  no  language 
can  adequately  describe  the  effect  produced  upon  the  beholder 
who  sees  it  for  the  first  time.  The  venerable  spire  of  St.  Mary's 
Church  forms  a  terminus  to  the  prospect,  rising  in  perspec- 
tive 4rom  the  centre  of  the  walk  on  the  north,  while  on  the 
reverse  side,  the  view  ends  with  a  mimic  representation  of 
an  old  baronial  castle,  the  summit  of  which  is  approached  by 
a  spiral  staircase.  Amongst  the  many  pleasing  devices  in  the 
walks  and  grounds,  are  rock-beds  beneath  the  shade  of  some 
trees,  where  various  beautiful  specimens  of  the  fern  tribe 
belonging  to  the  locality  have  been  cultivated. 

AN  APOSTROTHB. 

A  ntW  WtOM  TWS  T01»  Of  THE  WlLt  WAtK,  CHlLTMfHAlt. 

{From  Poetietd  Guide,  1781.) 

fiere^  Walks,  beaet  with  branahlDg  fMet» 

A  grateful  shade  bestow } 
When  Summer's  unrelenting  breete 

Enenrates  all  below. 

0 1  let  me  here  with  •— —  stray, 

And  mark  yon  shining  spire ; 
See  Nature  e?'rj  charm  display, 

To  wake  tlie  Muse's  fire  I 

And  oft  admire,  with  ravishM  eyes,  ^ 

Each  lovely  smiling  view  t 
There,  hills  that  meet  the  concaye  skies,, 

And  lose  their  tops  in  blue  ^ 

Here  meads,  by  Flora's  bounty  hkt%*Af 

Array'd  in  lively  grren ; 
And  villas,  deep  in  woods  embrac'cl, 

That  eheer  the  varied  soene^ 
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Blytian  vale  I  thy  bonods  V\\  tiace^ 

When  Sol  first  paints  the  sky  ; 
And  when  he  sinks  with  broadeiiM  face, 

In  haste  to  close  his  eye. 

And  oft  as  Morn  shall  shed  her  dews, 

Fair  Chelt'Dham^  let  thf  spring, 
With  copious  draughts  refresh  the  mnse. 

Thy  matchless  joys  to  sing. 
Cheltenham,  1781.  T.  B-n-r-d. 

Tke  first  diseoTery  of  these  celebrated  waters  is  assoeiftted 
with  the  legend  of  the  pigeons.  It  is  said  that,  in  171&«  Mr. 
Mason  haying  purchased  a  field  at  the  foot  of  Bays  Hill, 
observed  that  pigeons  fioeked  to  the  head  of  a  stream  which 
flowed  through  it,  to  peck  calcareous  particles  there  deposited  in 
its  course.  On  this  account,  the  pigeon  has  ever  been  an 
ornament  connected  with  the  Koyal  Old  Wells. 

Another  incident  which  attracted  attention  at  the  time,  was  that 
of  a  horse  who  was  in  a  diseased  condition,  having  become 
cured  from  drinking  at  the  springs.  These  narrations  we  p.Ye 
on  the  authority  of  manuscripts  quoted  at  large  in  a  former 
part  of  this  work,  and  we  see  nothing  in  them  but  what  is 
probable.  It  is  a  known  fact,  that  at  Vichy,  in  the  month  of 
April)  when  the  snow  melts  upon  the  mountains,  and  the  wind 
passing  over  the  springs  in  the  direction  of  the  Fay  de  Dome, 
has  carried  the  vapour  to  a  conuderable  distance,  the  ruminating 
^imals  on  the  left  bank  of  the  AUier  swim  acroes,  and  drink 
with  avidity  at  the  salutary  s]^ring8  of  the  establishment.  The 
waters  are  then  fit  for  use. 

The  date  above  cited  as  the  one  when  the  waters  first  attracted 
$ttMition,  is  no  doubt  correct,  for  Alkn,  who,  in  1(>99,  published 
his  "  Chalybeate  and  Purging  Waters  of  England,"  makes  no 
mention  of  the  place.  The  first  account  of  an  analysis  is  in 
1721,  by  Drs.  Baird  and  Greville — the  former  a  medical  prao- 
titioner  at  Worcester,  and  the  latter  at  Gloucester.  The  first 
published  description  of  the  discovery  by  the  pigeons  and  horse^ 
was  by  Kulty,  in  his  '*  Methodical  Synopsis  of  Mineral  Waters," 
who  remarks, — '*  it  is  not  unlikely  to  be  the  true  one,  several 
ef&cacious  mineral  springs  having  been  discovered  by  diseased 
animals  being  seen  to  resort  to  them  and  to  regain  their  health." 
The  justly  cekbrated  medicinal  virtues  of  the  waters  arise  solely 
from  the  geological  structure  of  the  soil  through  which  they 
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pass.  Along  the  oourse  of  the  Lias,  medicinal  springs  abound ; 
there  is  tio  other  part  of  England  where  they  rise  so  thickly,  or 
of  a  quality  that  exerts  a  more  powerful  influence  on  the  human 
frame.  The  mineral  waters  of  Cheltenham,  for  instance,  so 
celebrated  for  their  virtues,  are  of  the  number ;  and  the  way  in 
which  they  are  elaborated  in  such  vast  quantities,  seems  to  be 
simply  as  follows : — They  all  rise  in  the  Lias — a  formation 
abounding  in  sulphate  of  iron,  lime,  magnesia,  lignite,  and 
various  bituminous  matters;  but  they  have  their  origin  far 
beneath,  in  the  saliferous  marls  of  the  New  Eed  Sandstone  which 
the  Lias  overlies.  In  the  inferior  formation,  they  are  simply 
brine  springs ;  but  brine  is  a  powerful  solvent — ^passing  through 
the  Lias,  it  acts  upon  the  sulphur  and  the  iron ;  becomes,  by 
means  of  the  acid  thus  set  free  and  incorporated  with  it,  a  more 
powerful  solvent  still ;  operates  upon  the  lime,  upon  the  magnesia, 
upon  the  various  lignites  and  bitumens  ;  and  at  length  rises  to 
the  surface,  a  brine-digested  extract  of  Liasic  minerals.  The 
several  springs  yield  various  analyses,  according  to  the  various 
rocks  of  the  upper  formation  which  they  pass  through — some 
containing  more,  some  less  lime,  sulphur,  iron,  magnesia ;  but 
in  all,  the  dissolving  menstrum  is  the  same.  And  such,  it  would 
appear,  is  the  mode  in  which  nature  prepares  her  simples  in 
this  rich  district,  and  keeps  her  medicine  chest  ever  full. 

Let  us  trace  the  progress  of  a  single  pint  of  the  water  thus 
elaborated,  firom  where  it  first  alights  on  the  spongy  soil  in  a 
wintery  fthower,  till  where  it  sparkles  in  the  glass  in  the  Pump- 
room  at  Cheltenham.  It  falls  among  the  flat  hills  that  sweep 
around  the  ancient  city  of  Worcester,  and  straightway  buries 
itself,  all  fresh  and  soft,  in  the  folds  of  the  Upper  New  Bed 
Sandstone,  where  they  incline  gently  to  the  east.  It  percolates^ 
in  its  downward  progress,  along  one  of  the  unworkable  seams 
of  rock  salt  that  occur  in  the  superior  marls  of  the  formation ; 
and  as  it  pursues,  furlong  after  iurlong,  its  subterranean  journey^ 
savours  more  and  more  strongly  of  the  company  it  keeps; 
becomes  in  succession  hard,  brackish,  saline,  briny ;  and  then, 
many  fathoms  below  the  level  at  which  it  had  entered,  escapes 
from  the  saliferous  stratum,  through  a  transverse  Assure,  into 
an  inferior  Liasic  bed.  And  here  it  trickles,  for  many  hundred 
yards,  through  a  pyritiferous  shale,  on  which  its  biting  salts  act 
so  powerfully,  that  it  becomes  strongly  tinctured  by  the  iron 
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oxide,  and  acidalated  by  the  sulphur.  And  now  it  forces  its 
upward  way  through  the  minute  creyices  of  a  dolomitic  lime- 
stone, which  its  salts  and  acids  serves  partially  to  decompose ; 
so  that  to  its  salt,  iron,  and  sulphur,  it  now  adds  its  lime  and 
its  magnesia.  And  now  it  flows  through  beds  of  organic 
remains,  animal  and  vegetable, — now  through  a  stratum  of 
belemnites,  and  now  a  layer  of  fish, — now  beside  a  seam  of 
lignite,  and  now  along  a  vein  of  bitu|aen.  Here  it  carries  with 
it  a  dilute  infusion  of  what  had  been  once  the  muscular  tissue 
of  a  crocodile,  and  here  the  strainings  of  the  bones  of  an 
ichthyosaurus.  And  now  it  comes  gushing  to  the  light  in  an 
upper  Liasic  stratum,  considerably  higher  in  the  geologic  scale 
than  the  saliferous  sandstones  into  which  it  had  at  first  sunk, 
but  considerably  lower  with  reference  to  the  existing  levels. 
And  now  take  it  and  drink  it  off  at  once,  without  pause  or 
breathing  space :  it  is  not  palatable,  but  never  did  apothecary 
mix  up  a  more  curiously  compounded  draught ;  and  it  is  as  i 
salutary  as  it  is  elaborate,  as  the  statement  annexed  will  fully 
demonstrate. 

Medical  Analysis. — By  F,  A.  Abel  and  Thomas  H,  Howney, 
of  the   Bjoyal  College  of  Chemistry^  London, 

SULPHUBBTTBD   SALINI^   WaTBE.— No.  1. 

Temperatare  of  the  Water,  57,2°  F. ;  Temperature  of  the  Air  at  the  time  of 
observation,  71,6°  F. ;  Eeaction  of  Water  distinctly  Alkaline;  Acetate  of  Lead 
Paper  blackened ;  Taste  Saline ;  Smell  of  Solphnretted  Hydrogen ;  Specific 
Gravity,  10,064  at  60°  F. 


Sulphate  of  Soda  - 
Chloride  of  Sodium   - 
Chloride  of  Magnesium 
Chloride  of  Calcium  - 
Bromide  of  Calcium  - 
Iodide  of  Calcium     - 
Carbonate  of  Magnesia 
Carbonate  of  Lime   • 


Grains  in  an 
Imperial  Gallon. 
2,340,562 
2,297,876 
626,197 


92,575 
20,272 
Traces. 
19,719 
220,808 

Amount  of  Residue  obtained  by  direct  experiment,  6,' 


Grains  in  an 

Imperial  Gallon. 

Carbonate  of  Iron     -    -    -      05,999 

Phosphate  of  Lime    -    -    -      Traces. 

Phosphate  of  Iron     -    -    -       01,834 

Silicic  Acid 10,129 

Organic /Crenic  Acid  -    -     168,246 
Matter   (  Extractive  Matter      00,231 


6,704,447 

,451.--Free  Carbonic 
Acid  in  the  Water  at  57,2°  F. ;' 32,705  Cubic  Inches  in  an  Imperial  Gallon.— 
Sulphuretted  Hydrogen  not  present  in  estimable  quantities. 

Strong  Saline  Water.— No.  4. 

Temperature  of  the  Water,  57,2°  F. ;  Temperature  of  the  Air  at  the  time  of 
Observation,  71,6°  F. ;  Reaction  of  the  Water  slightly  Alkaline;  Taste  Saline) 
3mell,  slight  of  Sulphuretted  Hydrogen ;  Specific  Gravity,  1,00796,  at  60°  F. 
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Grains  in  an 

Imperial  Gallon. 

Sulphate  of  Potass*  - 

-    -      Traces. 

Sulphate  of  Soda  -    - 

-    -     949,410 

Chloride  of  Sodium  - 

.    -  6,903,310 

Chloride  of  Magnesium 

^    -       80,003 

.    -       30,63:^ 

Iodide  of  Magnesium 

.    -       04,361 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia 

-    -       68.026 

Grains  ih  an 
Imperial  Gallon. 
Carbonate  of  Lime  -  -  -  170,611 
Phosphate  of  lirae  -  -  -  Traces, 
Silicic  Acid  -.----  27,468 
Organic)  Crenic  Acid  -  -  03,332 
Matter  )  Extractive  Matter     180,530 


7,417,683 


Amount  of  Solid  Matter  found  lur  direct  experiment,  7,417,774.— Free  Carbonic 
Acid  in  the  Water  at  67,2®  F.,  25,294  Cubic  Inches  in  an  Imperial  (Jalion.— 
Salphuretted  Hydrogen — a  trace. 

The  Old  Well  grounds  and  gardens  were,  until  set  apfkrt  for 
building  purposes,  seren  acres  in  extent ;  and  the  principal 
walk,  with  its  ancient  avenue  of  elms,  is  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  in  length.  Independent  of  the  scientific  analysis  of  this 
establishment,  S.  Moreau,  Esq.,  the  first  Master  of  the  Cere- 
monies, who  received  King  Gkorge  IIL,  when  on  his  visit  to 
Cheltenham,  has  thus  recorded  his  opinion  of  the  waters  of  the 
Eoyal  Old  Well : — "  All  that  I  have  now  to  add  on  this  subject 
is,  that  notwithstanding  the  great  virtue  of  this  water,  it  would 
be  the  highest  presumption  to  advance  that  it  is  infallible  in  its 
operation  and  e£fect,  yet  so  indubitable  are  its  powers,  that 
during  the  sixteen  years  I  have  attended  this  place,  I  have  seen 
above  14,000  persons  resort  to  it  for  different  complaints.  I 
have  known  but  very  few  who  did  not  reap  benefit  from  the  use 
of  it,  and  they  who  have  steadiness  to  persevere,  will,  1  have  no 
doubt^  be  persuaded  of  the  tfuth  of  what  I  am  now  asserting.'* 
The  visitors  to  this  Spa  have  also  the  sweet  strains  of  music  to 
aid  them  in  acquiring  a  cheerful  spirit,  which  is  known  to  be  so 
desirable  for  the  invalid.  Musical  Promenades  are  held  during 
the  water-drinking  season. 

Intimately  connected  with  the  history  of  this  establishment, 
is  the  career  of  Hannah  Forty.  She  was  for  upwards  of  forty 
years  pumper,  and  waited  upon  George  the  Third  during  his 
visit,  who  had  her  portrait  taken  before  he  left  the  town.  She 
was  so  popular,  that  at  her  decease  a  subscription  was  set  on 
foot  by  th^  visitors  to  the  Spa,  and  a  marble  monument  erected 
near  the  pulpit  in  the  parish  church,  on  which  occurs  the 
inscription  quoted  below.  "For  many  years,  this  well  was 
known  as  *Mrs.  Forty's  well,*  the  venerable  old  lady  having 
personally  officiated  at  the  salutary  fountain,  and  such  celebrity 
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had  she  acquired  by  her  courteous  demeanour,  that  her  name 
was  familiar  in  eyery  quarter  of  the  globe.*'     (^Welter), 

"  In  a  grave,  beneath  the  yew-tree  in  this  churchyard,  are 
deposited  the  remains  of  Hannah  Forty,  (wife  of  William  Forty, 
of  this  town,  gardener),  who  died  on  the  9th  August,  1816. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Knight.  She  was  appointed  Pumper  at 
the  Old  Wellp,  in  this  town,  on  the  12th,  Sept.,  1772,  and 
continued  in  that  situation  until  the  1st  July,  1816,  discharging 
for  nearly  43  years  the  duties  of  her  office,  with  credit  to  herself 
and  with  satisfaction  to  the  many  visitors  who,  during  that  long 
period,  resorted  to  the  original  springs,  a  few  of  them  to  whom, 
for  several  seasons,  she  had  dispensed  the  blessings  of  health, 
have  felt  a  satisfaction  in  erecting  this  memorial  to  her  long  and 
meritorious  services.** 

THE   CENTENARY  FJT?, 

On  the  Sth  of  August,  1838,  one  of  the  most  magnificent 
provincial  f^tes  on  record,  in  commemoration  of  the  Centen«ify 
of  the  Eoyal  Old  Wells,  took  place  at  this  establishment.  A 
number  of  residents  were  ehosen  at  a  public  meeting,  and  con- 
stituted ''  The  Centenary  Committee,"  to  whom  were  entrusted 
the  arrangements,  and  ample  funds  w«re  subscribed  and  plaoed 
at  their  disposal.  In  the  morning  a  public  breakfast  was  held. 
In  the  afternoon  an  oak  was  planted  in  the  oeptre  of  the  orchard, 
and  named  "  The  Royal  Vietoria  Oak.**  In  the  evening  the 
fete  commenced.  When  the  shades  of  night  had  t^hickened, 
the  whole  scene  was  enchai^ting;  the  avenue  of  trees  was 
illuminated  with  tho^and^  of  V^his,  forming  innumerable 
arches  of  gold  and  green,  in  the  manner  of  a  cathedral  nave, 
the  sweet  strains  of  music  poured  forth )  the  eommuigUng  of 
all  ages,  of  rapki  fashion,  beauty  and  fortune,  in  dense  mass^, 
revived  the  remembianee  of  Grecian  festivals,  in  which  the 
refinements  of  life  alo^e  were  to  be  seen,  and  wh^re  the  cares 
and  distinctions  of  ihe  world  were  for  a  while  forgotten.  The 
entertainments  were  varied,  and  concluded  with  a  clever  pyro- 
technical  representatipn  of  the  eruption  of  Mou^t  Vesuvius.  After 
this  memorable  fetje,  a  number  of  gentlemen  were  i^ppointed  as  ^ 
deputation  from  the  tqwn  to  present  to  k^  Majesty  the  Queen« 
a  gol4  medal,  commemorative  of  the  event.  T^^  medal,  as  a 
wQf k  of  ayt,  vaq  ap  e^quif itfi  ^>wii?(W  <rf  vorWflg  ift  gold.    0» 
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the  obverse  side  of  the  medal  there  was  a  representation  of  the 
Boyal  Old  Well  Walk,  and  on  the  reverse  side  was  the  following 
inscription  : — ."  To  commemorate  the  Centenary  of  the  Royal 
Old  Wells,  Cheltenham,  established  August,  1738."  The 
deputation  were  presented  to  her  Majesty  at  her  levee,  held  at 
St.  James's  Palace,  April  17,  1839,  by  Earl  Fitzhardinge,  and 
most  graciously  received.  After  the  presentation  of  a  suitable 
address,  and  of  the  medal,  each  member  of  the  deputation  had 
the  honour  of  kissing  her  Majesty's  hand.  On  the  return  of  the 
Jeputation,  they  were  met  at  Andoversford  by  the  Centenary 
Committee,  and  escorted  to  the  Plough  Hotel,  where  a  dinner 
was  given  to  them. 

THE  BOTAL  WELL  MUSIC  HALL, 

The  Eoyal  Old  Wells  was  altered  by  the  present  proprietor, 
Mr.  S.  Onley,  jun.,  in  1848,  when  all  the  old  buildings,  including 
the  Pump-room,  were  taken  down,  and  the  noble  classic  structure 
which  now  ornaments  the  grounds  reared  in  its  stead,  the  pro- 
prietor being  his  own  architect.  The  new  Pump-room  has  been 
called  "The  Royal  Wells  Music  Hall,"  for,  besides  affording 
accommodation  to  the  Spa  visitors,  it  has  been  used  as  a  Con- 
cert-room, and  many  crowded  and  fashionable  auditories  have 
assembled  within  it.  The  first  artistes  in  Europe,  both  vocal 
and  instrumental,  who  have  performed  in  the  Hall,  have  publicly 
by  testimonial  given  a  favourable  opinion  of  the  acoustic  qualities 
of  the  building,  and  of  its  adaptation  for  music  meetings.  The 
Music-hall  is  of  the  Corinthian  order  of  architecture.  The 
exterior  was  ornamented  with  a  portico  40  feet  high,  supported 
by  four  columns.  On  either  side  of  the  entrance  are  two 
immense  windows  of  plate  glass,  the  largest  of  their  kind  in  the 
locality.  The  interior  presents  architectural  and  artistic  details 
of  a  high  character.  Eight  chastely  executed  fluted  Corinthian 
columns,  35  feet  high,  support  the  classic  roof.  The  dimensions 
of  this  magnificent  room  are  82  feet  by  55  feet,  and  on  public 
occasions  the  conservatory,  which  opens  en  suite  on  the  right,  is 
used,  which  is  35  feet  by  18  feet  wide,  and  also  a  raised  stage 
at  the  opposite  end,  40  feet  by  24  feet.  A  painting  in  the  room 
deserves  particular  notice ;  it  is  on  the  stage,  and  forms  a  drop 
scene,  which  was  painted  by  C.  Marshall,  Esq.,  of  her  Majesty's 
Theatre,  and  stands  unrivalled  as  a  specimen  of  the  scenic  art. 
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It  represents  the  Lake  of  Como,  witli  its  classic  ruins  and  ever 
yerdant  environs.  At  the  opposite  end  of  the  room,  where  the 
waters  are  dispensed,  is  a  conservatory. 

MONTPELLIER    SPA. 

In  1801,  the  site  of  the  Montpellier  estate,  which  was 
originally  farm  land,  was  purchased  by  H.  Thompson,  Esq. 
The  presence  of  mineral  waters  in  the  soil  led  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Spa  and  Salts  Manufactory.  The  present  Vittoria 
House,  the  residence  of  the  late  C.  Shaw,  Esq.,  was  erected  by 
Mr.  Thompson  for  the  purposes  of  a  Spa,  and  the  waters  were 
conveyed  there  by  means  of  pipes.  "  But  finding  the  visitors 
preferred  drinking  them  nearer  to  their  source,  he  was  induced 
to  erect  a  room  immediately  over  the  wells.**  The  Montpellier 
Pump  Room  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  company  in  1809, 
but  not  being  large  enough  for  the  increased  number  of  visitors, 
the  present  Pump-room  was  erected,  and,  in  1826,  Pearson 
Thompson,  Esq.,  the  son  of  the  first  proprietor,  added  the 
Botunda,  whose  classic  dome  is  so  conspicuous  an  object.  The 
exterior  pf  the  building  is  ornamented  by  a  light  and  spacious 
portico,  presenting  a  row  of  twelve  pillars,  ranged  in  due  pro- 
portion to  the  size  of  the  windows,  of  which  there  are  eight  in 
front,  with  the  principal  entrance  door  in  the  centre.  The  dome, 
even  externally,  gives  the  edifice  a  majestic  finish.  The  original 
room,  which  is  long,  abuts  the  entrances,  and  is  a  spacious 
apartment,  ornamented  with  wall  devices  representing  Eastern 
scenery.  The  Rotunda  communicates  with  this  room  by  large 
folding  doors.  This  is,  in  fact,  the  Pump  Room.  It  is  52  feet  in 
diameter ;  its  dome  rises,  to  the  height  of  54  feet.  The  dome 
is  supported  by  sixteen  pilasters,  ornamented  with  Grecian 
capitals,  the  concave  finished  with  sunk  pannels,  supporting  on 
the  top  a  lantern,  composed  of  sixteen  glazed  compartments, 
the  curb  of  which  is  ornamented  with  pateras,  and  the  covering 
with  a  flower  six  feet  in  diameter.  In  front  of  the  entrance  is 
the  pump,  standing  on  a  handsome  marble  counter,  and  sur- 
mounted by  a  beautiful  model  of  the  celebrated  Warwick  vase. 
This  neat  and  classic  structure  was  designed  by  J.  B.  Papworth, 
Esq.  The  far  famed  **  Swedish  Nightingale,"  Jenny  Lind,  gave 
a  concert  in  this  Rotunda  during  her  visit  to  Cheltenham,  in 
1848.    In  front  of  the  Spa  is  a  spacious  garden,  tastefully  laid 
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out  wiik  walks  and  plantations.  This  has  been  designated  the 
Montpellier  Garden,  and  forms  a  promenade  for  the  use  of 
those  who  frequent  the  Spa.  The  Montpellier  Gardens  were 
opened  by  a  public  fete,  on  July  28,  1830.  The  Montpellier 
iSpa,  Gardens,  and  Estate,  in  1852,  passed  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Mr.  0.  F.  Wickes,  for  many  years  the  lessee  of  Pittviile. 

AlfALYSIS  or  THB  WATEBS   O?  MONTPELLIXE  SPA. 

No.  2. — loduretted  and  Sulphuretted  Saline. 

OaspoQB  contents  in  a  pint :  cub.  in. 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen L6 

Carbonic  Acid .4) 

Saline  Coutenta :  Orains. 

Muriate  of  Soda 35.3 

Sulphate  of  Soda 28.4 

■  ■  "       of  Magne&ia 7.2 

■  ■  of  Lime 8.1 

Oxide  of  Iron 42 

Hydriodate  of  Soda. 15 

Specific  Gravity,  1.008.  

74.57 

No.  4,— Pure  Saline. 

Gaseous  contents  in  a  pint :  cub.  in. 

Carbonic  Acid 1.4 

Saline  contents :  Grains. 

Muriate  of  Soda 52.4 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia 14.2 

of  Soda 17.2 

Bi-Carbonate  of  Soda 1.2 

Sulphate  of  Lime 2,7 

Carbonate  of  Lime  and  Carbonate  of  Magnesia        .  1.1 

Hydriodate  of  Soda  k  Hydrobromate  of  Soda— a  trace  

Specific  Grarity,  1,009  88.8 

No.  4,  **  A.*'— ^ong  loduretted  Saline. 

Gateons  Contents  in  a  Pint :  cab.  in. 

Carbonic  Acid •        .  1.6 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen— a  trace 

SiJine  Contents :  Grains. 

Muriate  of  Soda             51.4 

of  Lime 8.3 

■  of  Magnesia       ......  7.5 

Sulphate  of  Soda 140 

■  '  '  '      of  Magnesia 17.1 

I    ■  I    of  Lime 2.1 

Bi-Carbonate  of  Soda 2.4 

Carbonate  of  Lime  and  Carbonate  of  Magnesia       .         3.2 

Hydriodate  of  Soda .25 

Specific  Gravity,  1 .0101  

1'06;25 
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No.  5.— lodnrefted  Magoesiaa  Saline. 

Gaseous  Contents  jn  a  Pint :  cub.  in. 

Carbonic  Acid         .        .        ...        :        .        .  •     1.3 

Saline  Contents  :  Grains. 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia 47.0 

■      of  LijDe 3.1 

Muriate  of  Magnesia 10.5 

of  Lime 13.1 

of  Soda 9.7 

Bi.Carbonate  of  Soda 1.7 

Oxide  of  Iron .4 

Hydriodate  of  Soda,  with  a  small  quantity  of  Hydro- 

bromate  of  Soda 35 

Specific  Gravity,  1,009  ^ 

85.85 

napoleon's   rOUNTAIN. 

The  Montpellier  Garden  has  for  some  years  past  been  the 
depositoiy  of  a  work  of  art,  interesting  from  its  historical 
Associations.  This  is  a  marble  fountain  of  graceful  form  and 
beautiful  workmanship.  Its  locality  is  the  upper  end  of  the 
gardens,  in  the'  centre  of  a  verdant  and  evergreen  lawD,  and 
when  in  full  play  it  produces  an  effect  upon  the  beholder 
pleasing  in  the  extreme.  The  design  of  the  fountain  is 
n  child,  wbose  features  express  the  period  of  infancy,  fondly 
clasping  the  neck  of  a  swan,  from  whose  mouth  the  water 
issues,  as  also  from  a  cirole  of  cherub  heads  below.  This  gem 
of  art  is  a  specimen  of  the  artistic  taste  of  Kapoleon  Bonaparte, 
having  been  designed  by  the  great  warrior  in  his  palmy  days, 
when  all  Europe  trembled  at  his  power.  This,  and  several 
other  works,  were  entrusted  to  an  artist  of  note  in  Italy  for 
execution.  During  the  memorable  French  wars,  they  were  on 
their  way  to  the  Emperor  at  Paris,  when  they  were  captured  by 
a  privateer  belonging  to  the  port  of  Bristol.  The  fountain, 
which  has  long  been  located  in  these  gardens,  was  allotted  to 
one  of  the  sailors  in  the  general  division  of  the  spoil,  and  of 
him  was  purchased  by  the  late  T.  Henney,  Esq.,  J.P.,  and  Mi*. 
Harward,  who  have  permitted  it  to  occupy  its  present  position. 
The  original  idea  of  the  designer  has  been  marred  by  the  sub- 
stitution  of  the  beaked  head  of  an  eagle  for  that  of  a  swan — 
the  latter  having  been  broken  off  by  accident.  At  the  period 
the  Sherborne  Spa  occupied  the  site  of  the  Queen^s  Hotels  this 
relic  of  Napoleon  was  placed  in  a  classic  building  which  termi- 
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nated  the  broad  walk  on  the  east.  We  trust  that  some  future 
historian  w^l  have  to  record  its  removal  to  some  public  and 
conspicuous  part  of  the  town.  We  present  an  illustration  of 
this  beautiful  work  of  an  artist  of  Grenoa,  taken  for  the  late  T. 
Henney,  Esq.,  when  in  its  pristine  state.  From  letters  which 
were  found  in  the  vessel  at  the  time  of  its  capture,  it  would 
appear  that  Napoleon  was  the  sole  designer. 

The  Montpellier  Gardens  are  also  celebrated  as  being  the  place 
where  the  Pavilion  was  erected  which  was  used  at  the  Eglin- 
ton  Tournament.  The  name  of  the  Earl  of  Eglinton  will  always 
be  associated  with  the  gorgeous  pageant  he  held  in  August, 
1839,  at  his  castle  in  Ayrshire,  at  which-  the  present  Emperor  of 
France  was  one  of  the  knights,  and  at  which  the  Duchess  of 
Somerset,  then  Lady  Seymour,  had  the  distinction  to  take  the 
part  of  the  "  Queen  of  Beauty,'*  The  Pavilion  was  purchased 
by  the  proprietor  of  these  gardens,  and  when  in  its  pristine 
state  was  a  most  attractive  object.  These  gardens  are  upwards 
of  eight  acres  in  extent,  and  in  1861  they  were  purchased  by  a 
joint  stock  company,  consisting  of  noblemen  and  gentlemen  in- 
terested in  the  welfare  of  the  town.  The  objects  for  which  this 
company  is  established  are,  amongst  others,  "  To  lay  out  and 
maintain  the  Montpellier  Gardens  as  a  place  for  public  amuse- 
ment, recreation,  and  resort.  To  erect  thereon  a  hall  for 
musical  and  other  purposes,  and  for  public  assemblies  and 
entertainments,  with  convenient  ante -rooms,  museum,  hot- 
houses, conservatories,  tennis  and  racket  courts,  Turkish  and 
other  baths,  and  other  necessary  or  convenient  offices  and 
buildings." 

The  Montpellier  Promenade,  which  leads  to  the  Eotunda,  is 
remarkable  from  the  novel  style  of  architecture  displayed  in  the 
fronts  of  the  houses.  This  arises  from  the  use  of  stone  statues 
instead  of  pillars,  which  produce  a  striking  effect.  These  re* 
present  female  figures  clothed  in  long  garments,  and  called  by 
the  Greeks,  Caryatides.  The  figures,  which  extend  the  whole 
length  of  the  Promenade,  are  well-executed  and  rest  upon 
pedestals.  The  origin  of  the  introduction  of  these  elegant 
figures  into  architecture  is  thus  explained  by  Vitruvius :— "The 
inhabitants  of  Carya,  a  city  of  Pdoponcsus,  having  joined 
with  the  Persians  against  the  Grecian  States,  and  the  Greeks 
having  terminated  the  war  with  glorious  victory,  with  one  con- 
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sent  commenced  hostilities  against  the  Caryatides.  They  took 
the  city,  destroyed  it,  put  all  the  males  to  the  sword,  and 
carried  the  females  into  captivity,  and  to  treat  them  with  still 
greater  ignominy,  forbade  them  to  divest  themselves  of  their 
robes,  or  of  any  of  their  ornaments,  so  that  they  might  not  only 
be  once  led  in  triumph,  but,  in  a  manner,  suffer  the  same  mor- 
tification all  their  lives,  by  constantly  appearing  in  the  same 
dress  as  on  the  triumphal  day.  And  further,  as  an  everlasting 
testimony  of  the  crime  of  the  people  of  Carya,  the  architects 
of  that  time  employed  the  representation  of  these  women  to 
support  the  entablature  of  the  public  buildings.  One  of 
the  porticos  of  the  Erechtheum,  at  Athens,  is  supported  by 
Caryatides  of  the  same  size  as  those  which  now  ornament  our 
town. 

PiTTVILLE   SPA. 

This  Spa  has  been  pronounced  the  most  beautiful  and  extensive 
establishment  of  its  kind  in  Europe.  Its  first  construction  and 
the  laying  out  of  its  drives,  six  miles  in  extent,  cost  half  a 
million  sterling.  In  1824.  the  many  walks  and  drives  which 
now  cqnstitute  the  Pittville  estate  were  first  laid  out  by  Joseph 
Pitt,  Esq.,  M.P.  Pittville  Pump-Room  was  designed  by  a 
resident  architect,  Mr.  J.  Forbes.  The  foundation  stone  was 
laid  with  full  Masonic  honours,  on  May  4, 1825,  and  the  cere- 
mony was  witnessed  by  an  immense  concourse  of  spectators ;  the 
Masonic  procession  on  the  occasion  was  an  imposing  spectacle. 
Divine  service  was  celebrated  in  the  Parish  Church  by  the  Eev. 
J.  EdWc\rds,  vicar  of  Prestbury ;  the  sermon  was  preached  by 
the  Bev.  J.  Portis,  the  Masonic  Grand  Chaplain  of  Somerset. 
At  the  conclusion  of  Divine  Service,  the  procession  proceeded 
from  the  church,  passing  up  the  High-street,  through  Winch- 
comb-street,  to  Pittville,  where  every  accommodation  had  been 
made  for  the  reception  of  visitors  to  view  the  ceremony,  by  the 
erection  of  two  extensive  elevations,  commanding  excellent 
views  of  the  imposing  scene.  The  ceremony  was  com- 
menced by  the  Deputy  Provincial  Grand  Master  expressing  to 
Mr.  Porbes,  the  architect,  his  high  approbation  of  the  design 
and  ground  plan,  which  was  then  exhibited  to  the  spectators 
and  received  with  universal  acclamation.    Several  xoins  wfre 
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placed  in  the  cavity,  whicb  was  covered  by  a  silver  plate  bearing 
the  following  in^cripijon : — 

"  In  the  Reign  of  EU  Most  Gracious  Majesty  King  George  the  Fourth,  whea 
Chelteoham,  in  consequence  ot  its  celebrated  Mineral  Waters  had,  daring  half  a 
centory  preceding,  increased  from  an  inconsiderable  village  to  » tovrn  confining 
a  population  of  upwards  of  20,000  souls ;  and  from  its  continued  prosperity 
justined  the  most  sanguine  expectations,  that  its  importance  would  still  advance 
in  an  nnprecedented  degree,  the  First  Stone  of  this  Edifice,  the  PlTTVlLLl!) 
PUMP-ROOM,  the  Property  of  Joseph  Pitt,  Esq.,  M.P.,  und  a  priucipal  feature 
in  the  projected  Buildings  fit  Pittville,  over  one  hundred  apr^  of  Lf nd,  a  part  of 
the  Estate  there  belonffing  to  that  gentleman,  was  laid  by  Thomas  C^uarrington, 
Esq.,  Depnty-Grand  Auister  of  the  Province  of  Gloucestershire,  actieg  by  dele- 
iration  from  the  Most  Noble  Henry  Charles  Somerset,  Doke  of  l^^anfort,  K.G., 
Grand  Master  of  the  Most  Ancient  and  Honourable  ^oiety  pf  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons,  in  and  over  that  Province,  on  the  4th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  1825,  and  the  ^ra  of  Masonry,  6826 ;  Mr.  John  Forbes,  of  Ohelten. 
ham,  being  the  Architect. — May  the  nndertaking  promote  the  general  prosperity 
of  the  Town  of  Cheltenham." 

The  stone  was  then  slowly  lowered,  amidst  the  most  enthu- 
siastic cheers,  the  band  playing  "  God  save  the  King." 

The  building  occupied  five  years  in  its  erection.  It  was 
completed  in  1830,  and  opened  July  20,  by  a  public  breakfast, 
attended  by  the  leading  families  of  the  county.  Pittville  Spa  is 
in  style  purely  Grecian,  varied  and  embellished  only  according 
to  the  taste  and  genius  of  the  architect.  The  Ionic  order  has 
been  selected  for  decoration ;  and  the  subject  chosen  for  imita- 
tion is  th^  Temple  of  Hyssus^  at  Athens.  The  body  of  the 
building,  which  is  90  feet  in  length  and  43  in  brea^th^  is 
surrounded  by  a  colonnade  of  20  feet  wide,  the  roof  supported 
by  fluted  columns  of  22  feet  in  length,  and  with  capitals  richly 
ornamented.  In  the  middle  of  this  roof,  and  over  the  principal 
entrance,  a  figure  of  Hygeia  is  placed ;  and  the  two  wings, 
ornamented  with  those  of  ^sculapius  and  Hippocrates  respec^ 
tively,  produce  a  fine  effect.  The  main  building  bears  an 
eleganj;  superstructure,  of  corresponding  character  and  prna- 
ment,  consisting  of  a  room  at  each  end,  presenting  externally 
three  window?  each,  the  intermediate  space  being  faced  with 
ornaments  and  pilasters.  In  the  centre  of  the  building  is  an 
elegant  dome,  raised  Xo  the  height  of  70  feet,  around  which 
and  enclosed  by  neat  iron-work,  is  a  gallery,  from  which  is 
presented  to  the  ey^  a  panoramic  view  of  the  surrounding  vale* 
bounded  by  the  Malvern  and  Cotswold  hills,  and  extending  on 
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the  soutti-west  to  the  mountains  of  Wales,  as  represented  in  our 
engravingj  l^he  staircasej  leading  to  the  upper  room,  and  also 
to  the  gallery,  ascends  from  a  vestibule  at  the  back  of  the 
building,  the  entrance  to  which  is  from  the  north-west  end  of 
the  colonnade.  The  style  and  arrangement  of  this  magnificent 
design  differs  from  the  exterior  only  as  it  surpasses  it  in  variety 
of  embellishment  and  richness  of  decoration,  so  as  at  le^st  to  equal 
any  expectation  which  a  sarvcy  of  its  bold  and  splendid  exterior 
may  inspire.  On  each  side  of  the  principal  entrance  are  two 
columns  and  pilasterSi  separated  by  large  windows  c^  11  feet  in 
height,  to  correspond  with  four  others  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  room,  whose  intercolumniations  are  open ;  behind  these  are 
three  windows.  In  froAt  of  whicb  the  pump  is  placed,  decorated 
by  a  marble  tripod,  after  a  model  from  fiocchigiani's  "  Monu- 
menti  Artichi."  The  whole  produces  a  very  striking  effect,  when 
seen  from  the  promenades,  on  approaching  the  principal  en- 
trance. At  each  end  of  the  building  there  is  an  entrance  with 
columns  and  pilasters,  detached  in  a  manner  similar  to  those  in 
the  principal  front.  The  walls  within  are  ordafraented  with 
columns  and  pilasters,  relieved  by  niches  and  recesses,  breaking 
in  pleasing  outlines.  The  ceiling  at  each  end  of  the  room  is 
arched  with  a  tlat  sweep,  and  ornamented  with  bands  and  double 
sunk  panels^  enriched  with  foliage,  the  centre  of  the  building 
being  a  square  space  opening  to  the  dome.  This  space  is 
lighted  from  behind  and  in  front  by  windows  beneath  the  dame, 
the  interior  of  whicli  springs  witb  enriched  sunk  spandrills  and 
segmental  soffites,  and  finished  with  tapering  panels  and  appro- 
priate decorations,^  thef  top  of  the  d6me  being  completed  by  a 
sky-light.. 

The  Anniversaiy  of  the  Centenary  Fete  was  celebrated  at  this 
Spa  on  August  13,  1840,  on  a  scale  of  magnificence  that  will 
be  long  remembered.  The  most  remarkable 'feature  in  the  Pete 
was  the  erection  of  the  Temple  of  Hygeia,  which  floated  on  the 
beautiful  lake,  and  displayed  the  skill  of  the  artist  to  advantage. 
It  was  covered  with  thousands  of  variegated  lamps,  and  was 
divided  into  three  compartments.  In  the  first,  under  the  figures 
A  D.  1733,  was  a  transparency  representing  Cheltenham  as  it 
was  in  that  year.  There  were  the  rivulet  and  the  stepping- 
stones,  which  then  formed  the  only  contrivance  by  which  to 
cross  from  one  side  of  the  High-street  lo  the  other,  and  a 
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picture  of  the  celebrated  Plougli  Hotel,  copied  from  an  original 
painting.  In  the  compartment  on  the  other  side,  under  the 
figures  jl.d.  1840,  was  a  representation  of  the  High-street  of 
that  day. 

Pittville  Spa,  from  its  first  opening,  has  maintained  an  almost 
national  celebrity.  This  is  evident  from  the  large  amount  which 
in^past  years  has  been  received  for  admission  from  visitors  only, 
independent  of  the  subscriptions  from  residents. 

The  following  account  of  a  visit  to  Pittville  Spa,  is  extracted 
from  a  work  entitled  "  Letters  on  Cheltenham :" — **  We  passed 
to  the  grounds,  picturesquely  planted,  embracing  no  less  than 
120  acres  of  land,  Jaid  out  in  walks  and  drives,  which  at  every 
turn  presented  some  new  object  of  interest  or  attraction.  What 
a  perfect  scene  of  faerie-land  broke  upon  our  view  as  we  stood 
upon  the  margin  of  the  Pittville  Lake,  formed  by  the  waters  of 
the  Swilgate,  which,  as  its  name  implies,  flows  like  molten  silver 
hence  to  Tewkesbury.  On  either  side  of  us,  forming  a  classical 
termination  to  the  lake,  was  an  elegant  stone  bridge  of  fanciful 
architecture,  over  which  these  gardens  are  approached  from  the 
town.  Looking  along  the  centre  avenue,  the  colossal  pile,  with 
its  multitude  of  columns,  broken  into  every  variety  of  light  and 
shade  by  the  reflection  of  the  passing  clouds,  or  standing  out  in 
the  brilliancy  of  sunlight,  as  they  cleared  away,  gave  dignity  to 
the  scene ;  whilst  the  luxuriant  plantations,  glittering  like  gold 
at  one  instant,  or  sinking  into  deep  shade  at  the  next,  from  the 
same  cause,  were  formed  into  every  variety  of  picture  by  the  • 
continual  change  of  colour,  as  the  gay  groups  of  sylph-like 
forms  flitted  across  in  all  the  tints  that  taste  and  fashion  can 
devise.  Few,  very  few,  towns  can  boast  of  such  attractive 
gardens,  already  taking  rank  with  some  of  the  finest  in  the 
kingdom.  Altogether,  it  has  been  told  me,  that  little  less  than 
half  a  million  of  money  has  been  expended  upon  this  Pittville 
property." 

At  the  Pittville  Spn,  *'  Sulphuretted  Hydrogen,"  says  Dr. 
Gibney,  "is  found  in  considerable  quantity,  and  if  care  is  taken 
to  prevent  its  escape,  we  shall  then  have  a  water  similar  to  that 
of  Harrowgate.  As  the  purgative  operations  of  the  Pittville 
Spas  are  precisely  similar  to  those  of  the  other  wells,  its  great 
supply  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  will  render  it  very  efficacious 
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in  diseases  of  the  skin  and  other  disorders,  for  which  Harrow- 
gate  has  been  recommended." 

Attached  to  the  establishment  is  the  Cosmorama,  which  con- 
tains views  of  Home,  Amiens,  Bielstein,  Antwerp,  Mount  St. 
Bernard,  and  other  places* 

The  annexed  sketch  represents  Essex  Lodge,  so  named  in 
memory  of  the  Earl  of  Essex,  who  was  formerly  Lay  Kector  of 
Cheltenham,  and  consequently  owner  of  the  glebe  land  on 
which  the  Pittville  estate  is  built.  It  is  used  as  a  Spa  for  the 
convenience  of  those  who  cannot  extend  their  walks  to  the  pump- 
roam,  and  was  in  operation  during  the  period  the  beautiful 
edifice  beyond  was  in  course  of  erection.  It  is  romantically 
situate  at  one  of  the  angles  which  leads  to  the  main  drive  to  the 
lake  and  to  the  upper  pleasure  grounds. 

Analysis  of  the  waters  at  Pittville  Spa,  by  F,  A.  Abel,  and  T.  H.  Bowney,  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Chemistry :— Depth  of  the  Main  WeW  about  90  feet ;  tem- 
perature of  the  water,  &7°  F. ;  temperature  of  the  air  at  the  time  of  observation 
67*'  F.    Reaction  with  Litmus  Alkaline.    Taste  of  the  water,  agreeably  saline 
Kmell,  slight  of  Sulphurated  Hydrogen.    Specific  gravity,  1,00763,  at^O®  E. 

Grains  in  Imp. 
Gallon. 

Sulphate  of  Potassa 2,9512 

Sulphate  of  Soda 112,8666 

Chloride  of  Sodium 481,1933 

Bromide  of  Sodium 3,2928 

Iodide  of  Sodium traces. 

Carbonate  of  Soda 20,1481 

Carbonate  of  Lime 7,7021 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia 11,3897 

Phosphate  of  Lime           .        .        *        .        .  traces. 

SilicidAcid 2,7755 

Organic  CCrenio  Acid 0,3591 

Matter  i  Extractive       .        .        .        .        .        .  8,5993 

646,1777 
Amount  of  fixed  residue  found  by  direct  experiment  645,6053 

Free  Carbonic  Acid  in  the  water  at  50^  F.    16,354  cubic  inches  in  imperial 
gallon.    Sulphuretted  Hydrogen  present  in  inestimable  qualities 


CAMBEAY    SPA. 

Cambray  Spa  is  justly  celebrated  for  its  chalybeate  waters, 
possessing  peculiar  and  distinct  medicinal  properties,  as  may  be 
seen  on  reference  to  the  official  analysis  by  the  eminent  0hemists^ 
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Faraday  and  Accum.  It  is  an  Exquisite  specimen,  on  a  small 
scale,  of  the  ornamental  Gothic  style,  and  its  octagon  fc»rm,  and 
situation  on  the  south  side  of  Eodney-terraoe,  at  the  junction  of 
various  main  roads,  serves  as  an  ornament  to  the  locality.  It  was 
erected  by  the  proprietor,  Baynham  Jones,  Eisq.,  who  also  owned 
the  orignal  Chalybeate  Spa.  This  was  situate  but  a  short  distance 
from  the  present  pump-room,  where  the  waters  were  for  many 
years  dispensed.  The  Cambray  Chalybeate  Springs  were  first 
discovert  in  1804.  Euff,  in  his  "Beauties  of  Cheltenham," 
speaking  of  the  Cambray  Spa  Waters,  says—"  We  cannot  give 
a  stronger  proof  of  their  efficacy,  than  by  noticing  the  rapid 
restoration  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  Bart.,  who  came  to  Chelten- 
ham in  May,  1805,  very  seriously  ill,  and  deprived  of  the  use  of 
his  limbs.  The  worthy  baronet  was  restored  in  a  few  days  to  a 
state  of  convalescence;  and  by  persevering  in  drinking  the 
waters,  and  bathing  the  parts  affected,  left  Cheltenham  in  the 
month  of  September,  in  perfect  health." 

Analysis  of  the  Cambray  Spa,  (the  Aperient  Saline,)  by  Michael  Faraday,  Esq., 
F.K,.S.,  &c.,  in  a  wine  imperial  pint.  Specific  gravity,  1006.7. — Salts  in  a  dry 
state. 

Grains. 
Muriate  of  Soda         ....*....  51.06 

Muriate  of  Lime .  8.60 

Muriate  of  Magnesia a  trace. 

Sulphate  of  Soda ,        .  17.04 

Carbonate  of  Lime 0.80 

Carbonate  of  Iron a  mere  trace. 

77.50 

Carbonated  Chalybeate,  by  Frederick  Accum,  Esq.,  F.L  S.,  &o,,  in.  a  wine  gal* 
on.     Specific  gravity,  1.0011. 


Carbonate  of  Iron     . 
Muriates  of  Lime  and  Magnesia 
Muriate  and  Sulphate  of  Soda   . 
Sulphate  of  Lime 
Caroonate  of  Magnesia  and  Lime 


Carbonic  Acid  Gas  24  Cubic  Inches. 


THE    PARK   SPA. 


Grains. 

7.05 

15.50 

24.00 

9.00 

8.95 

64.50 


A  spring  producing  an  abundant  supply  of  pure  Saline  water 
haying  been  found  tp  e^ist  qq  the  farl^  e§t(ite,  at  a  depth  of 
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About  50  feet,  possessing  all  the  properties  of  the  old  well- 
known  No.  4  of  the  established  Spas,  Mr.  Billings,  the  proprie- 
tor, has  tested  its  efficacy  by  obtaining  from  Messrs.  Heathfield 
and  Burgess,  of  London,  the  subjoined  analysis :  it  proves  the 
water  to  be  equal  in  strength  to  any  yet  found  in  Cheltenham. 

A  small  classic  pump-room  has  recently  been  erected  over 
the  welt  sunk  by  Samuel  Bendall,  the  forty  years*  experienced 
well-sinker  and  pumper  of  the  Montpellier  Spa,  and  under  the 
recommendation  of  eminent  members  of  the  faculty,  the  waters 
have  for  some  time  been  administered  to  the  public  in  their 
purity  and  proved  to  be  extremely  efficacious. 

Analysis  of.  the  Park  Spa  Waters,  bj  Messrs.  Heftthfield  and  Bargess. 

Imp.  Gallon. 
Grains. 

Sulphate  of  Soda 77.00 

Sulphate  of  Lime 86  00 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia        .        .        .        «        •        .        .  66.00 

Chloride  of  Sodium 602.00 

^Carbonate  of  Lime 20.00 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia 8.00 

*Oxide  of  Iron .30 

Carbonate  of  Soda a  trace. 

Organic  matter,  waste,  &c. .70 

860.00 
*  These  Substances  are  l»eW  in  solution  by  free  Carbonic  Acid. 


CHAPTER    XXL 

ENGLAND,  as  a  country,  is  justly  celebrated  both  for  the 
number  and  extent  of  its  publicly-endowed  charities.  This 
spirit  of  national  benevolence  has  been  imbibed  by  some  of  the 
more  ancient  residents  of  wealth  and  influence  in  this  locality. 
HenceCheltenham  can  claim  a  place  in  the  list  of  publicly-endowed 
towns,  and  can  boast  of  benefactors  distinguished  in  their  day 
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both  for  their  piety,  learning,  and  exalted  rank*  la  conse- 
quence of  the  increase  in  value  of  landed  property  in  the  locality, 
bequests,  the  income  of  which  is  derivable  from  land  or  houses, 
have  enhanced  greatly  in  value.  The  bequests  from  which  the 
inhabitants  are  now  deriving  advantage,  were  left  in  the  reigns  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  Charles  I.  and  II.,  Queen  Anne,  George  I. 
and  III.  We  have  the  satisfaction  of  recording  in  this  work, 
the  whole  of  these  public  charities,  and  trust  that  it  may  be  the 
means,  in  some  cases,  of  perpetuating  their  existence.  Accord- 
ing to  priority  of  date,  each  bequest  is  here  presented  to  the 
reader  in  consecutive  order.  The  name  of  the  founder,  the 
object  of  the  charity,  the  nature  of  the  endowment,  and  the 
present  annual  income,  will  be  found  fully  detailed.  Annexed  to 
the  description  of  each  charity  are  verbatim  extracts  from  the 
donor's  will,  terriers  of  estates,  and  other  authentic  documents, 

pate's  grammar  school. 

The  town  of  Chellenham  has  an  endowed  Grammar  School, 
founded  in  1578  by  Richard  Pates,  Esq.,  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth.  The  property  left  to  support  the  charity  in  the  life- 
time of  the  founder,  realized  but  J670  a  year.  It  is  now  worth 
£1,000  and  upwards  annually,  and  being  landed  property  let 
out  on  lease,  at  the  expiration  of  the  term,  it  reverts  to  the 
charity,  and  is  consequently  re-let  at  the  current  value,  which 
gradually  increases  the  income.  The  Charity  Estate  comprises 
some  of  the  most  valuable  portions  of  the  town,  besides  houses 
in  Gloucester,  land  at  Swindon,  and  a  farm  at  the  Leigh.  From 
a  survey  of  the  estate  made  in  1849,  on  the  part  of  the  parish, 
by  Messrs.  D.  J.  Humphris,  and  E.  E.  Newman,  surveyors,  it 
appears  from  their  report  that  the*  '*  annual  income,  at  the 
expiration  of  the  present  leases  will  be  £2,933  5s.,  and  the 
estimated  value  in  fee,  £38,093."  Three-fourths  of  the  annual 
income  go  to  the  support  of  the  Grammar  School  and  Alms-house, 
and  the  residue  for  the  establishment  of  a  Divinity  Lecture  at 
Corpus  Christi  College,  Oxford ;  the  President  of  that  College 
and  the  seven  senior  scholars  are  the  trustees  of  the  charity. 
Mr.  Pates  commenced  the  Grammar  School  in  his  life-time,  and 
lived  to  watch  its  progress  for  seventeen  years.  By  this  means 
he  was  enabled  to  draw  up  an  account  of  its  future  expenditures. 
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and  found  his  grant  thereon.  According  to  an  entry  on  the 
Rolls  at  the  Manor  Office,  the  foundation-stone  of  the  school- 
room was  laid  on  April  28,  1571.  In  1585,  the  indenture  was 
executed,  and  in  1587,  possession  of  the  property  was  given  up 
to  the  trustees.  For  a  long  period  after  the  first  establishment, 
from  the  favourable  notices  which  occur  respecting  the  masters, 
it  is  evident  that  the  school  was  a  useful  institution.  But,  like 
similar  charities,  in  more  recent  times  it  fell  into  decay.  From 
the  Chancery  Reports,  it  appears  that,  for  many  years,  the  num- 
ber of  scholars  on  the  foundation  was  scarcely  more  than  twenty. 
By  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  present  tirustees,  with  the 
committee  who  represent  the  parish,  tlus  school  has  now  become 
an  honour  to  the  town.  Like  Birmingham,  Shrewsbury,  and 
other  places  where  Grammar  Schools  are  ably  conducted,  Chel- 
tenham has  now  begun  to  reap  benefit,  and  the  increased  and 
increasing  income  of  the  charity  will  afford  ample  opportunity 
for  establishing  the  Grammar  School  on  a  basis  equal  to  any 
provincial  one  in  England.  A  scheme  having  been  approved  by 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  the  premises  adjoining  the  original 
school-room  obtained,  the  trustees  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
a  head-master.  The  choice  rested  upon  E.  R.  Humphreys,  Esq., 
M.A.,  LL.D.,  and  H.  M.  Jeffrey,  Esq.,  M.A.,  of  St.  Catherine's 
Hall,  Cambridge,  as  second-master  on  the  foundation.  The 
school  was  publidy  re-opened  on  May  1,  1852,  on  which  occa- 
sion addresses  were  delivered  by  Dr.  Norris,  President  of  Corpus 
Christi  College,  the  principal  trustee.  Rev.  E.  Close,  Dr.  Hum- 
phreys, and  R.  S.  Lingwood,  Esq.  Nearly  two  hundred  scholars 
were  on  the  foundation  the  first  half-year  after  the  re-opening, 
and  applications  for  further  admission  were  made,  which  could 
not  be  met  for  want  of  school-room.  To  meet  the  exigency,  an 
additional  school-room  was  erected  at  the  rear  of  the  premises, 
sufficient  to  accommodate  one  hundred  and  fifty  additional 
scholars.  Premises  adjoining,  known  as  "  Yearsley's  Boarding- 
house,"  were  also  purchased,  which,  while  it  extends  the  accom- 
modation for  scholars,  also  affords  a  residence  for  the  head- 
master. 

The  Rev.  H.  Hayman  was  the  next  appointed  head-master. 
He  was  one  of  the  preachers  in  the  Temple,  and  Head-Master 
of  St.  Olave's  School,  London.  Since  his  settlement  the  scholars 
have  attained  classical  and  academic  distinctions  to  a  degree  that 
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reflfidts  credit  to  the  town  at  large.  A  majority  of  the  succears- 
fol  eandidated  belonged  to  this  school  at  the  Middle-Class 
Examinations  in  1860.  About  the  same  time  three  candidates 
that'  wei'e  sent  to  Oxford  for  the  examination  of  those  not 
members  of  the  nnirersity,  obtained  tbe  title  of  A.A.,  two  of 
them  winning  honours.  The  reports  at  the  annual  gathering, 
according  to  ancient  custom,  in  1862,  shows  a  most  remarkable 
aniount  of  proficiency,  and  perhaps  no  school,  considering  the 
short  time  that  it  has  been  renovated,  can  boast  of  so  niany 
honours  having  .been  obtained  by  its  scholars.  These  facts 
demonsti^a^s  that  the  benevolent  bequest  of  Mr.  Pates  will  onee 
again  contribute  to  the  present  and  future  prosperity  of  this 
highly  favom-ed  educational  town.  This  old  acade'my  can  boast 
of  having  had  masters  in  the  early  period  of  its  history,  who 
were  alik^  emment  for  their  learning  and  benevdence.  Christo- 
pher Bayley,  M.A.,  who  died  in  1654,  was  matster  for  thirty- two 
years,  and  bequeathed  a  sum  of  money  for  erecting  a  Market- 
place, which  stood  opposite  the  present  Hough  Hotel.  Another 
eminent'  master  was  William  Kogers,  M.A.,  of  the  ancient 
famlJy  of  that  name  at  Dowdeswell.  '$ov  thirteen  years  this 
exeelient  man  filled  his  office  until  his  decease,  in  1701,  and 
reeeived  the  thanks  of  the  trustees  fat  his  services.  He  is  de- 
scribed on  the  Manor  Rolls  as  "  a  good  man  and  excellent 
schokr."  Both  these  disinterested  persons  are  interred  in  the 
Parish  Cburch,  where  monuments  exist  to  their  memory. 

The  vialue  of  this-  academy  to  the  locality  is  greatly  enhanced  by 
scholarships  and  exhibitions  connected  with  it,  as  follows: — 
Townsend  Fellowship,  tenable  for  four  years,  to  Pembroke  College, 
Oxford,  £^0  annually  :  Classical  Scholarship  of  ^20  annually, 
for  two  years :  Berkeley  Scholarship,  founded  by  Earl  Fitz- 
hardinge,  £10  annually :  Bedford  Scholarship,  founded  by  Earl 
Kussell,  £10  annually,  for  two  years :  Civil  Service  Scholarship 
of  £10  annually,  and  Commercial  Scholarship  of  £10  annually. 

"  Mr.W.  H.  Corfield,  a  pupil  at  theCheltenham Grammar  School, 
has  just  been  elected  to  a  open  demyship  in  natural  philosophy, 
of  about  £70  per  annum,  at  Magdalene  College,  a  scholarship 
examination  being  also  included.  This  may  be  regarded  as  one 
of  the  first  fruits  of  the  department  of  pbysical  science,  in  this 
school,  as  re-organized  under  the  present  Head-Master,  the  Rev. 
H.  Hayman.    The  success  is  peculiarly  gratifying,  inasmuch  as 
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Mr.  Corfield  is  a  full  year  younger  than  the  usual  age  of  com- 
petition, and  the  examination  extended  over  a  period  of  fiv/e 
days." — iCheltenha^  Examiner,  March  13,  1861.) 

The  value  of  these  scholarships  in  drawing  out  native  talent, 
will  be  best  seen  on  reference  to  the  Townsend  fellowship,  here^ 
after  detailed. 

The  following  distinctions  were  gained  by  pupils  in  tbia 
school,  between  March,  1860,  and  Easter,  1861: — The  Senior 
Mathematical  Scholarship  in  the  University  of  Oxford;  an  Open 
Fellowship,  Merton  College,  Oxford;  a  Second  Class  in  Law 
and  History,  ditto,  ditto ;  the  fourth  place  of  the  year  on  the 
Classical  Tripos,  University  of  London;  Townsend  Schcrfarship, 
Pembroke  College,  Oxford ;  Open  Demyship  in  Magdalen  Col- 
lege, ditto  (chiefly  by  Physical  Sciences) ;  Gentlenian  Cadetship 
{chie%  by  Mathematics),  this  boy  has  since  come  out  at  Addis- 
combe  for  Woolwich,  second  of  his  year,  with  prize  for  Chemist^} 
title  of  A. A,,  Oxford,  with  first-qlass  honours,  and  the  Local 
Comn^ittee's  Prize ;  four  similar  titles,  with  second-elass  hon- 
ours, and  all  accompanied  with  the  Local  Comnuttee's  Prize ; 
three  Oxford  Junior  Certificates,  one  receiving  the  same  prize ; 
one  Cambridge  University  Juuior  Certificate,  with  Distinetion  in 
Latin. 

"Mr.  Lewis  Sergeant-^son  of  Mr.  Sergeant  of  York  House 
--r-the  author  of  a  poem  entitled  *  Garibaldi,'  published  some 
months  9go,  in  one  of  our  local  contemporaries,  last  week  ob- 
tained the  first  of  two  Scholarships  given  at  St.  Catherine's 
College,  Cambridge.  Mr.  Sergeant  had  been  a  private  pupil  of 
Mr.  Jeffr^,  aecond  foundation  master  of  our  Grammar  SchooJ," 
{^Chelteaham  Examiner ,  June,  1861.) 

It  is  also  the  only  locally  endowed  school  on  a  royal  foiin** 
datipn,  and  legally  belonging  to  the  University  of  Oxford ;  ^n 
this  account  the  youths  attending  the  scliool  very  properly  wear 
the  Oxonian  Cap.  There  is  a  tradition  that  Queen  Elizabeth 
visited  the  school,  after  it  had  conimenc^d,  cmd  was  so  pleased 
with  the  zeal  of  Mr.  Pates,  that  she  gave  him  the  property  which 
now  forms  the  principal  part  of  the  endowment.  This  tradition 
has  been  handed  down  by  the  family  whoge  ancestor  was  one  of 
the  original  trustees.  It  is  not  improbable,  considering  the  warm 
interest  h^r  Majesty  took  in  the  school,  and  especially  as  she 
passed  through  the  place  m  route  during  the  period. 
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In  1852,  Prince  Albert  addressed  a  complimentary  letter  to 
tbe  head-master,  on  the  occasion  of  practical  science  being  added 
to  the  other  subjects  taught.  The  school  was  also  honoured 
with  a  visit  from  Lord  John  Eussell,  who  afterwards  founded 
the  Bedford  Scholarship. 

Mr.  Fates  was  a  man  in  humble  circumstances  of  life  when 
young,  but  being  a  person  possessing  great  acuteness,  he  was 
employed  by  Edward  VI.,  Henry  VIII.,  and  Queen  Elizabeth, 
to  survey  and  let  out  the  land  that  had  been  confiscated  in  this 
county  to  the  throne,  at  the  dissolution  of  the  monasteries.  Mr. 
Pates,  in  after  life,  practised  as  a  lawyer,  and  was  evidently  a 
person  of  great  local  influence;  a  proof  of  which  is  the  fact  that  he 
held  the  oflSces  of  Eecorder  of  Gloucester,  Steward  of  the  Manor 
of  Prestbury,  and  he  was  also,  at  five  successive  severely  con- 
tested elections,  chosen  M.P.  for  the  City  of  Gloucester.  From 
the  manner  in  which  his  will  is  worded,  it  would  appear  that  his 
early  education,  which  was  at  Corpus  Christi  College,  was  a  work 
of  charity,  apd  hence,  he  says,  that  it  was  "  in  token  of  his 
thankful  remembrance  "  of  such  instruction,  that  he  appointed 
the  president  and  scholars  of  the  said  college  his  trustees.  He 
founded  and  endowed  several  other  charitable  institutions  in  this 
county,  besides  those  which  exist  in  our  own  town ;  among  the 
number  is  the  St.  Bartholomew  Alms-house,  Gloucester.  Mr. 
Pates  was  buried  in  Gloucester  Cathedral,  where  a  handsome 
monument  is  erected  to  his  memory,  and  it  has  been  several 
times  repaired  by  the  President  of  Corpus  Christi  College.  It 
is  situated  in  the  south  aisle,  and  is  supported  by  columns* 
Mr.  Pates  is  represented  in  the  garb  of  a  lawyer,  in  a  kneeling 
position,  with  a  child  behind  him ;  Mrs.  Pates  is  represented  in 
a  similar  attitude,  surrounded  with  three  children.  He  died 
October  29,  1688,  at  the  age  of  73.  The  inscription  on  the 
monument,  which  is  in  Latin,  was  composed  by  himself,  and  has 
been  thus  translated  into  English  : — "  Kichard  Pates,  Esq.,  late 
of  this  city,  who  lived  73  years,  and  died  October,  1588,  erected 
this  monument  for  himself,  wife,  and  children—^ 

Why  do  fuolisb  mortals  wish  for  the  thread  of  life 
To  he  exteoded  i    Life,  no  less  Wretched  than  evil. 
Shew  me  the  Man  whose  Heart  is'aot  corroded  with  date  * 
Shew  me  the  Man  whose  mind  is  not  conscious  of  wrongi 
In  Heaven,  life  is  void  of  cares,  and  guiltless  of  sin. 
This  is  true  life }  every  other  life  only  kills,** 
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The  poet  Shenstone,  who  visited  Cheltenham  in  1762,  pays 
this  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Pates,  written  at  the  spot  of 
his  interment : — 

*'  Pure  Charity,  that  comes  not  in  a  shower. 
Sudden  and  loud,  oppressing  what  it  feeds ; 
But,  like  the  dew,  with  graduid  silent  power, 
Felt  in  the  bloom  it  leaf  es  along  the  meads. 

The  happy  gratefol  spirit,  that  improTes  ^ 

And  brightens  every  gift  b;^  Fortune  given  \ 
That  wander  where  it  will,  with  those  it  loves, 

Makes  every  place  a  home,  and  home  a  heaven. 

All  these  were  his— oh !  thou  who  read'st  this  stone. 

When  for  thyself,  thy  children,  to  the  sky. 
Thou  humbly  prjsyest,  ask  this  boon  alohe. 

That  ye  like  him  may  live,  like  him  may  die/* 

Bichard  Pates  deserves  a  public  monument  in  the  town  which 
he  has  so  much  benefitted.  His  contemporaries  in  literature 
used  to  adopt  water  as  a  simile  to  show  the  value  of  education, 
and  a  statute  to  his  memory,  blended  with  a  fountain,  would 
combine  two  objects,  which  the  inhabitants  of  Cheltenham  would 
be  glad  to  see  accomplished. 

The  age  in  which  the  founder  lived  was  a  most  memorable 
one,  for  it  was  the  era  of  the  Eeformation.  The  property  which 
now  supports  the  charity  was  originally  left  by  our  Catholic  an- 
cestors for  the  endowment  of  local  chantries  and  priories,  and  at 
the  confiscation  became  the  property  of  the  crown.  At  the  dis* 
solution  of  these  monasteries,  the  poor  were  thrown  upon  their 
own  resources,  both  for  instruction  and  the  relief  of  their  phy- 
sical wants.  Such  was  the  unfortunate  condition  of  this  lo<^ity 
(in  common  with  England),  at  the  commencement  of  the  reign 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  hence  we  find  that  so  many  schools  for 
the  instruction  of  the  children,  and  alms-houses  for  the  support 
and  refuge  of  the  poor  and  aged,  were  generally  instituted  in 
that  particular  reign.  This  state  of  things  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  some  pl^anthropic  and  influential  individuals,  and 
among  the  number  was  Eichard  Pates,  Esq.,  the  founder  of  the 
Cheltenham  Eree  Grammar  School  and  Alms-liouses,  a  man  (as 
the  wording  of  the  will  by  which  he  left  the  endowment  fully 
proves)  of  the  utmost  benevolence.  A  careful  perusal  of  the  will 
of  Mr.  Pates,  which  is  one  of  the  most  clear  and  definite  docu- 
ments ever  penned,  proves  that  the  object  whieh  he  had  in  view 
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was  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  locality.  Cheltenham, 
at  the  time  of  the  endowment,  and  the  whole  of  the  surrounding 
hamlets  and  Tillages  then  comprised  in  the  "  Cheltenham  Hun- 
dred," contained  little  more  than  500  inhabitants.  In  the  work 
of  removing  the  "  moral  and  mental  darkness  of  the  age,"  Pates 
was  assisted  by  various  grants  from  Elizabeth,  "  of  her  royal 
mind  and  noble  inclination,  and  of  her  divine  and  fervent  zeal 
for  the  advancement  of  learning  and  good  literature,  and  for  the 
sustenance  of  the  poor  people."  In  the  Elizabethan  era,  Latin 
and  Greek  were  greatly  in  vogue,  so  that  the  teaching  of  it 
among  the  poor  was  a  most  desirable  object.  These  were  there- 
fore two  things  appointed  by  the  founder  to  be  taught,  and  in 
addition,  the  elementary  rudiments  of  education,  and  the 
sciences  and  fine  arts.  Annexed  are  extracts  from  the  original 
grant,  which  will  explain  the  intentions  of  the  donor  : — 
•*  Whereas  our  said  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen's  Majesty,  by  her 
highess's  letters  patent,  bearing  date  at  Westminster,  the  seventii 
day  of  January,  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  her  most  graciouA  reign, 
being  weU-pleased  to  make  the  said  Eichard  Fate  more  liable 
sufficient  to  perfect  and  accomplish  that  good  work  which  he 
then  intended,  in  the  edifying  building,  and  perpetual  foundation 
and  maintenance  of  a  J^ree  Grammar  School  anii  Hospital  in  the 
town  of  Cheltenham,  in  the  county  of  Gloucest^,  of  her  royal 
mind  and  noble  inclination,  and  of  her  divine  and  fervent  zeal 
for  the  advancement  of  learning  and  good  literiiture,  and  f(^  the 
sustenance  of  the  poor  people  there ;  and  of  her  certain  know- 
ledge and  mere  intention,  hath  for  her,  her  heirs  and  successors, 
given  and  granted  unto  the  said  Eichard  Pate,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  all  the  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments  hereafter  par- 
ticularly mentioned."  Item — "  It  is  ordained  that  every  scholar, 
at  his  first  admission  into  the  said  school,  shall  pay  fourpence,  if 
his  parents  be  inhabiting,  or  himself  lodging  in  the  parish  oi 
Cheltenham ;  and  shall  pay  eightpence  if  his  parents  be  not 
dwelling,  neither  he  himself  lodging  in  the  said  parish ;  which 
money  die  said  schoolmaster  for  Uie  time  being  shall  receive  and 
keep,  and  the  same  shall  be  registered  in  a  book  for  that  pur* 
pose,  antl  of  the  same  shall  yield  and  make  a  perfect  account  to 
the  visitors  of  the  said  school  at  the  several  visitations.  With 
whieh  money  the  said  schoolmaster  shall  buy  and  provide  such 
Latin  and  Greek  books  as  shall  be  most  necessary  for  the  public 
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use  of  the  said  scholars,  to  be  tied  fast  with  little  chains  of  iron 
fixed  for  that  purpose  in  some  convenient  place  of  the  said 
school."  "  The  number  of  fifty  scholars  at  the  least,  of  which 
number  four  at  the  least  shall  have  knowledge  in  the  Greek 
and  Latin  tongues,  and  be  able  to  make  exercises  in  prose 
and  verse,  in  those  tongues  and  speak  the  Latin  tongue  ex- 
tempore, and  five  other  of  that  number  able  to  translate 
any  piece  of  familar  English  speech  into  Latin,  and  four 
other  able  to  make  a  sentence  of  true  Latin  between  the  no- 
minative case  and  the  verb,  and  fourteen  other  able  and  ready 
to  learn  the  rules  or  accidence  to  the  rules  of  construction,  and 
the  residue  of  that  number  of  good  children  of  good  aptness  to 
learn."  "  Provided  always,  that  both  the  said  school-master  and 
usher  do  teach  the  grammar  allowed  and  approved  by  the  com- 
mon authority  of  the  Queen's  Majesty  that  now  is  (Elizabeth), 
and  of  her  highness's  heirs  or  successors,  Kings  or  Queens  of 
this  realm  of  England  for  the  time  being."  Mr.  Pates,  in  his 
cautiously-framed  will  also  says^  **  It  is  ordained,  whensoever  the 
governors  of  the  said  school  for  the  time  being,  shall  appoint 
the  day  of  the  yearly  visitation  of  the  said  school,  that  the  said 
governors  by  the  private  letters  of  them,  or  some  of  them,  or 
otherwise  shall  give  warning  thereof  to  the  said  schoolmaster  for 
the  time  being,  by  the  space  of  four  days  at  the  least ;  against 
which  day  of  visitation  the  said  schoolmaster  shall  invite  some 
of  the  learned  men  of  his  acquaintance,  or  others,  dwelling  in, 
or  near  the  said  town  of  Cheltenham,  or  the  city  of  Gloucester, 
to  be  there  present  at  the  said  visitation,  at  which  visitation  the 
said  visitors  appointed  for  the  time  being  shall  spend  the  time 
from  eight  or  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  until  eleven,  and  from 
one  until  three,  in  the  said  visitation  day,  in  opposing,  trying, 
and  examining  the  scholars  of  the  said  school  for  the  time 
being,  according  to  the  covenant  afore  remembered.  And  that 
after  such  examinations  are  ended,  the  visitor  then  present  shall 
determine  and  judge  which  four  scholars  of  the  said  school  have 
shown  themselves  best  scholars  of  the  whole  number  in  the  said 
disputations;  and  ako  which  three  of  the  next  three  fourmes  to 
the  highest  fourme,  have  proved  themselves  the  best  scholars, 
severally  of  the  said  three  fourmes.  And  according  to  such 
determination  and  judgment  shall,  with  some  convenient  oration 
in  Latin,  give  conclusion  to  that  day's  exercise."     After  these 
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rariotts  examin^tioiw  were  concluded,  prizes  were  to  be  bestowed, 
which  to  us  at  the  present  day  seem  ?ery  curious  and  trifling 
artides,  but  at  the  time  the  donor  was  living,  they  were  no 
doubt  handsome  and  useful  presents — money  in  the  Elizabethan 
era  being  of  a  very  different  value  to  the  current  coin.  "  And 
dispose  such  gifts  and  rewards  as  the  said  Richard  Pates,  the 
founder,  (knowing  that  honour  and  reward  yielded  to  virtue  and 
learning  doth  ^eatly  augment  the  same,  especially  in  youth, 
hath  appointed  to  be  for  ever  provided  for  that  purpose,)  that  is 
to  say,  to  the  best  of  the  four,  a  pen  of  silver  wholly  gilt,  value 
2s.  6d. ;  to  the  second  best,  a  pen  of  silver,  parcel  gilt,  value 
Is.  8d. ;  to  the  third,  a  pen  of  ^ver,  value  Is. ;  to  the  fourth,  a 
penner  and  inkhorn,  value  6d. ;  which  four  shall  be  termed  the  four 
visitors  of  the  said  school  for  that  year,  and  that  the  other  three 
adjudged  the  three  best  scholars  of  the  next  three  several  fourmes 
to  the  highest,  have  every  one  of  them  a  quire  of  paper,  price 
4d.  for  their  retrards."  When  the  prizes  were  severally  given  to 
the  scholars  specified  at  the  conclusion  of  the  oration,  the  whole 
company  were  to  form  themselves  into  a  procession  and  go  to 
the  pari^  chureh.  This,  it  Should  be  borne  in  mind  by  the 
reader,  was  to  be  kept  up  tjvery  year.  "  The  whole  company  of  the 
scholars  shall  go  in  decent  order,  by  two  by  two,  into  the  parish 
church  of  Ghellenham,  the  four  visitors  coming  last,  next  before 
the  said  schoolmaster  and  usher,  each  of  them  having  a  laurel 
garland  on  his  head,  provided  for  that  purpose,  and  the  other 
three  rewarded  scholars  shall  go  together  in  one  rank,  next 
before  the  said  four  visitors,  each  of  them  holding,  his  quire  of 
paper  folded  up  in  his  right  hand.  And  in  the  said  chureh  they 
shall  all  kneel  or  stand  in  some  convenient  place  to  be  appointed 
by  the  said  schoolmaster,  and  then  say  or  sing  some  convenient 
psalm  or  hymn,  with  a  prayer,  wherein  shall  be  some  eonvenient 
mention  of  the  church,  the  realm,  the  town,  and  the  said  founder 
or  his  posterity  then  living."  This  was  doubtless  instituted  by 
by  Mr.  Pate,  in  order  to  keep  dive  the  interest  of  the  charity, 
by  preventing  its  falling  into  obscurity.  This  was  his  especial 
aim,  as  the  several  parts  of  his  will  clearly  prove. 

In  reference  to  the  foundation  of  scholarships,  the  founder 
covenants — "That  at  all  and  every  time  or  times,  when  and  as 
often  as  any  room  or  rooms  within  Corpus  Christi  College,  for  a 
scholar  or  scholars  of  the  County  of  Gloucester,  shall  be  void 
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and  vacant,  tliat  then  the  said  president  shall  choose  or  admft 
into  such  room  or  rooms,  one  or  more  of  the  scholars  of  tke  said 
school  at  Cheltenham,  being  then  as  well  qualified  in  every 
respect  as  any  other  scholar  as  shall  stand  against  him  or  them 
to  be  elected  out  of  the  said  school  at  Cheltenham." 

The  surplus  of  the  estate  is  to  be  divided  among  different 
objects  at  discretion.  "  The  sum  remaining  in  surplusage,  shall 
be  yearly  for  ever  bestowed,  partly  in  bread,  to  be  distributed 
among  the  poor  dwelling  in  Cheltenham,  on  Good  Friday,  in  the 
morning,  and  partly  upon  poor  maidens'  marriages  in  Cheltenham, 
and  partly  upon  reparation  of  the  highway  leading,  being  and 
lying  between  Gloucester  and  Cheltenham,  or  upon  any  of  these 
or  other  charitable  deeds,  as  to  the  discretion  of  the  said 
patrons  and  governors  for  the  time  being  shall  seem  most  con- 
venient." 

To  the  late  T.  Henney,  Esq.,  a  magistrate  of  the  town,  the 
public  are  indebted  for  a  knowledge  of  the  original  grant  of  Mr. 
Pates.  Mr.  Henney  took  a  warm  interest  in  the  charity,  and  at 
his  own  expense  caused  the  document  to  be  printed  in  1820.  In 
1S47,  when  the  question  of  restoration  was  again  in  agitation,  in 
consequence  of  tbe  prior  copies  being  lost,  Mr.  Henney  again  had 
the  i^rant  printed.  At  a  vestry  meeting  held  on  £ast^  Tuesday, 
1852,  the  grant  and  reports  were  ordered  to  be  printed  and  cir- 
culated among  the  ratepayers.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
careful  way  in  which  the  original  grant  was  drawn  up  by  Mr. 
Pates,  from  the  fact  that  when  it  was  re-published  for  the  parish 
at  the  Examiner  office,  (with  the  committee's  report)  it  filled 
sixty-four  closely-printed  pages  1 

On  June  1,  1843,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Hale, 
Bead,  Goding,  Hollis,  Humphris,  and  the  Minister  and  Church- 
wardens, were  elected  to  inquire  into  the  charity  in  so  far 
as  related  to  its  scholastic  application.  This  committee  reported 
annually.  In  1848,  the  head-master  being  deceased,  the  affairs 
of  the  charity  took  a  new  and  unexpected  turn.  By  this  event 
the  charity,  so  far  as  the  Grammar  School  is  concerned,  fell 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  3  and  4  Vic. 
cap.  77,  entitled  "An  Act  for  Improving  the  Condition  and 
extending  the  Benefits  of  Grammar  Schools."  The  following 
committee  was  appointed  on  Easter  Tuesday,  1848  : — The  Kev. 
F.  Close,  and  Messrs.  Wm.  Hasell,  G.  J.  Engall,  Charles  Hale, 
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D.  J.  Humphris,  John  Goding,  Wm.  HoUis,  Samuel  Chas.  Harper, 
Geo.  Bowe,  and  "Robert  Sole  Lingwood,  "  to  consider  if  any  and 
what  steps  ought  now  to  be  taken  by  the  inhabitants  of  Chelten- 
ham, for  improving  the  condition  of  the  Cheltenham  Free  Gram- 
mar School."  The  committee  persevered  in  their  efforts,  and 
through  the  assistance  of  one  of  the  number,  E.  S.  Lingwood, 
Esq ,  solicitor,  were  enabled  to  proceed  with  the  most  marked 
success.  The  trustees  at  present  acting  unlike  their  predeces- 
sors, also  manifested  a  desire  for  the  restoration  of  the  charity, 
and  aided  in  obtaining  so  desirable  an  object.  The  committee 
were  heard  before  the  Masters  in  Chancery  during  several  terms, 
and  ultimately  on  November  11,  1851,  obtained  the  scheme  at 
present  in  use,  and  on  November  14  following,  the  case  was 
finally  closed  in  the  Vice-Chancellor's  Court,  before  Sir  R.  T. 
Kindersley,  who,  in  ordering  the  expenses  of  the  suit  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  estate,  passed  a  high  eulogium  on  the  committee  for 
the  assistance  they  had  rendered.  The  deep  interest  which  the 
existing  trustees  had  manifested  in  the  matter,  induced  the 
parish  to  withdraw  the  suit  from  Chancery,  where  it  had  been 
for  forty  years.  This  was  a  consummation  most  devoutly  to  be 
wished,  and  henceforth  the  entire  income  of  the  charity  will  be 
devoted  to  the  original  object  for  which  it  was  intended  by  its 
benevolent  founder.  In  order  to  illustrate  the.  expenses  of  this 
Chancery  suit  in  past  years,  we  put  on  record  a  few  items  from 
the  annua]  balance-sheets  as  taxed  by  the  court : — 


YXA&.                                        Y0&  WHAT  ]^U£POSB.  AliOtTNT. 

1840 RelatorcostB    £490    0    6 

BefendaDt's  taxed  coats  34118    7 

Relatoi's  taxed  costs   176  10  11 

1841 Relator^s  taxed  costs  113  12    2 

Attorney-General's  taxed  costs  21    6  10 

Defendant's  taxed  costs  717  13    5 

Passing  the  acoonnts    95    7    2 

1842 Passing  the  accounU  40    0    0 


Totalamoant £1996    9  7 

1837 Granting  Leases  and  Fines £64    0  0 

1840 New  Leases  and  Connterparts    84  11  6 

1841 New  Leases  and  Coanterparts  222    7  6 


Totalamouttt £370  19    0 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


THE  ENDOWED    CHABIT1E8.  405 

IN  CONTRACT  TO  THIS  WE  GITS  THE  EZ?Ein)ITnRX    01  THX  CHABITT 
ESTATES  AS  OBDBRED  IN  THE  WILL  OF  MR.  PATES. 

To  the  Master  of  the  said  School,  to  be  yearly  paid £16    0  0 

To  the  Usher  of  the  said  School,  the  yearly  sum  of 4    0  0 

For  the  charge  of  the  yearly  risitation  of  the  said  School 1    7  0 

To  the  Bailiff  for  gathering  the  rents  of  the  property  annually  0    6  8 

For  the  yearly  repairs  of  the  School  and  Alms-houses 0  16  0 

To  six  poor  people  in  the  Alms-house,  Is,  per  week  each 15  12  0 

Livery  Gowns,  ic.,  for  the  said  inmates 2    8  0 

Totalamount £40    9    8 

VISITATION  XX7SNSBS  ORDERED  BT  MR.  PATES. 

"  For  the  charge  of  the  yearly  visitation  of  the  said  School,  ac-  £  i.  d. 
cording  to  the  order  afore  specified  in  that  behalf  as  followeth : 
For  the  charge  of  a  dinner  the  day  of  the  said  visitation,  for 
the  persons  then  assembled  there  with  the  visitors  of  the  said 
School,  and  for  horse-meat  there  20s.,  and  for  the  reward  of 
Seven  Scholars  of  the  said  School,  according  to  aforesaid 
order,  7s 17    0 

VISITATION  EXPENSES  IN  1844. 

"  By  Cash  paid  expenses  incurred  by  the  Trustee^  in  a  visitation 
to  the  Charity  on  June  2, 1841,  by  the  President,  one  Bursar, 
and  one  Tutor  of  Corpus  Christi  College,  b  king  the  amount 

OE  THEIR  bill  AT  THE   HOTEL  AT  CHELTENHAM  (!)  with  a 

proportion  of  their  travelling  expenses,  the  President  and  Bur- 
sar being  then  upon  a  progress  elsewhere.-* ,.     10    4    6 

The  evil  of  the  law  proceedings  ancT  financial  management 
consequent  thereon,  was  strikingly  illustrated  by  reports  pre- 
sented at  a  vestry  meeting  convened  for  the  purpose  in  May, 
1859  : — "  By  the  year  1855,  the  revenues  of  the  charity  ought 
to  have  amounted  to  £2,250  a  year,  and  deducting  one-fourth 
due  to  the  charity,  would  give  the  sum  of  £1,686  coming  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Cheltenham,  which  sum  was  now  reduced  to 
£600,  mainly  owing  to  the  keeping  up  of  the  lease  system. 
There  would  now  be  an  end  to  the  fee  system,  for  which  there 
was  never  any  necessity,  and  which  was  against  the  language 
of  the  good  man  who  bequeathed  the  charity.  The  master  only 
received  £216  a  year  from  the  fund,  instead  of  J6616.'* — 
{Address  of  G.  K  Williams,  Esq.) 

The  charity  has  occupied  the  attention  of  the  parishioners,  in 
vestry  assembled,  for  half  a  century.  It  is  now  gratifying  to  be 
enabled  to  record  that  the  future  income  will  be  solely  applied 
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to  its  legitimate  object.  The  cessation  of  law  proceedings  has 
been  brought  about  through  the  praiseworthy  exertions  of  G.  E. 
Williams,  Esq.,  Clerk  to  the  Improvement  Commissioners,  who 
by  dint  of  perseverance  in  moving  resolutions  at  vestry  meetings, 
saved  the  interests  of  the  charity  from  being  further  injured  by 
legal  expenses. 

In  order  to  perpetuate  this  most  excellent  bequest,  we  here 
pnblish  a  full  description  of  the  property  which  forms  the 
endowment  of  the  venerable  "  Schola  Grammatica,"  and  Alms- 
houses. 

Pate's  Ch&rity^  for  the  Endowment  of  a  Free  Grammar  School  aod  Alms-honses 
in  the  Parish  of  Cl^eltenham. — ^Terrier  of  the  Charity  Estates,  description  of 
property  helonging  to  the  charity. 

IN  CHELTENHAM. 

The  Old  Swan  Inn  and  premises,  High -street. 

Two  houses  and  premises,  Nos.  185  and  186  Worth  side  of  High-street,  and 

garden. 
House  and  shop,  Nos.  189  and  190,  North  side  of  High-street. 
House  and  premises,  No.  812,  South  side  of  High-street. 
House  and  shop.  No.  313,  Sooth  side  of  High-street. 

Three  houses  and  premises,  Nos.  314, 315,  and  31 6,  on  South  side  of  High-street. 
Two  houses  in  New-street,  and  two  houses  in  Ambrose-street. 
House  and  two  shops.  No.  181,  on  the  North  side  of  High-street,  and  premises 

behind. 
House  and  premises.  No.  182,  on  the  North  side  of  High  street. 
Pari  of  King's  Head  Inn,  South  side  of  High-street. 
Three  houses  and  premises,  Nos.  203,  204,  and  205,  High-street,  and  17  houses 

on  tlie  East  side,  and  8  on  the  West  side  of  Mitsom-street. 
House  and  premises  on  the  West  side  of  Milsom-street,  called  the  Stone  House. 
Three  houses,  Nos.  207, 208,  and  209,  on  the  North  side  of  High-street,  and  13 

cottages  on  the  West  side  of  Milsom-street. 
Part  of  Kegent  Cottage,  and  part  buildings  behind,  aad  land  on  the  West  side  of 

Regent-street*  " 

House  and  premises,  No.  368,  on  the  South  side  of  High*street,  with  Tavern  and 

and  Wine  Vaults  in  Regent-street,  and  land  containing  in  length  from  North  to 

South)  106  ieet  9  inches. 
Three  houses  on  the  North  side  of  New-street. 
Two  houses,  Nos.  195  and  196,  on  the  north  side  of  High-street,  three  cottagfes 

on  the  East  side  of  King  street,  two  cottages  and  land  on  the  East  side  of 

King-street. 
House,  No.  169,  on  the  North  side  of  High-street,  And  garden  and  15  houses  on 

the  West  side  of  Ambrose- street. 
Three  villas  called  Oxford  Villas  and  K^sham  Villa,  Sandford  Lod^  ^od  22 

houses  in  Corp  us- street. 
Land  adjoining  iCeynsham  House. 
163,  High-street,  and  28  houses  in  Henrietta-street. 
164, 165,  and  166,  on  the  North  side  of  High-street. 
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Cowcombe  Shade,  Oa.  Ir.  4p, 

Foar  houses  on  the  East  sicfift  of  Km^-Stttiiet. 

Two  houses,  workshoos,  and  premises,  on  the  North  side  of  High -street.  No.  192, 

Land  in  the  Marsh,  Oa.  Ir.  84p. 

House  and  premises.  No.  396,  on  the  South  side  of  High^street. 

Brewery,  stable,  workiihop^,  outbuildings,  and  land  Sherborne-street. 

Female  Training  School,  late  Hospital  and  Dispensary,  ind  other  pfremises  on 

the  North  side  of  High -street. 
Five  houses^  worktops,  buildingti^  and  yard  in  Albion-street. 
House,  No.  248,  Higli-street,  buildings  and  land  on  the  South  side  High-steeet, 

adjoining  Bloomsbury-place. 
Two  houfsfe^i  No.  20!^  oil  the  Ndtth  side  of  High^Atrtedt,  wftli  ^teden  ftWd  W)«»ge 

behind. 
House,  No.  201,  on  the  North  side  of  High-street.  ' 

House,  No.  200,  and  land  on  the  North  Side  of  Higli-ftti^fei 
Plot  of  grouAd  in  the  Low6t  Field  on  «he  NoH^  tide  df  tfa6  Tunpikte  Rttad 

leading  froiii  Chiltetaham  to  Tewkeisbury. 
House,  No,  2.92,  on  the  South  side  of  High-street.      ■ 
Five  houses,  Nos.  287.  28S,  S89,  290,  and  S9l,  on  the  Sduth  side  6f  HTgh^St^eet, 

with  land,  and  fotir  hotises  and  lind  in  I>^v«hbhir@-lfre6t,  biyrinf  a  AroAtagt  6f 

139  feet  towards  thbt  street, 
Five  houses  on  land  on  the  West  side  of  Devonshire-street,  and  land  having  a 

frontag'e  of  66  fe6t. 
Three  faotued  on  ia^  oh  tK)9  Wts&t  Me  of  DeVtofashire-itrfetft; 
floose  No.  297,  oh  the  South  side  of  High-street,  a  hou»et>ehiad  in  Nbw-dtreet, 

and  garden  between. 
Five  hotiws  on  the  West  sid:*  of  D^vot^i^erfetrfefet. 
Land  bounded  on  the  West  by  N<e\^-street,  anft  on  the  £ast  by  the  lEnftpp. 
House  and  premises^  No.  61  on  the  NoHh  side  of  High-strest,  and  Hartley 

House,  in  Albion-street. 
Two  cottages  and  liiid  in  th^  Farish  of  Si^udbn,  contaiiiing  3a.  Ur.  I7p. 
Hioute,  232,  in  the  High  streil^  eitendmg  to  6ack-street. 
Houctes  and  shops.  No.  419,  oh  the  South  side  of  High-itreet»  with  two  cottager 

and  workshops  adjoining :  also  house  and  shop,  No.  42t)  a^oining,  with  yard 

^hd  ontbufldin^.  . 
Chiurity  School  if  Betddstnire^-street. 

IN  GFLOUCESTkB. 

Tenement  and  garden^  heretofore  called  Trinity  College,  in  the  Parish  of  Holy 
Trinity,  but  now  part  and  parcel  oT  the  Bull  Inn  and  Malt  house. 

Tentnttieht  iformer^^  called  Grace  iiane  OcUege,  situate  on  th^  ^m  tide  of  St. 
John's  L^ne. 

Part  of  a  messuage  or  tenement  in  Northgate-street,<on  the  South  side  of  D'ol- 
pnin  Lane. 

House  and  garden  in  Notthgate-6tybet. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  bharity  posd^^d  ft  farni  dft  Jjoi^  109 
acres  in  extent.  Thie  Coutt  of  Ohianeerjr  directed  thii  to  be  ^Id, 
and  the  ni^dttey  #ad  applied  to  Aieet  th^  pufcbatse  of  "  Yie^i'stey's 
Boarding  Ho^ose,"  and  the  other  »dditi!(ynsto  the  oti^nal  sdh^l 
buHdrng. 
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PATE  S   ALMS-HOUSE. 


Bichard  Pate,  Esq.,  in  1578,  founded,  endowed,  and  erected 
an  Alms-house,  or  as  it  was  styled  in  the  Elizabethan  era,  a 
hospital,  for  the  support  of  six  natives  of  Cheltenham,  who  had 
attained  the  age  of  60  years.  The  grant  securing  this  bequest, 
is  a  continuation  of  the  same  document  alluded  to  in  the  pre- 
ceding account  of  the  Grammar  School.  The  benevolent  donor 
has  evinced  great  care  and  forethought  in  the  foundation  of  this 
charity,  securing  comfort,  both  physically  and  spiritually  to4he 
recipients,  ancl  laying  down  rules  for  perpetuating  the  benefits 
arising  therefrom.  During  the  lifetime  of  the  donor,  and  for 
many  years  afterwards,  the  inmates  received  but  £3  per  annum 
each,  in  accordance  with  the  original  instructions;  since  the 
increased  value  of  the  property  bequeathed,  they  have  received 
each  £20  per  annum,  besides  being  entitled  to  a  rent-charge  of 
12s.  upon  Hatherly  Farm.  The  Alms-house  originally  erected 
by  Mr.  Pate  contained  all  the  conveniences  and  comforts  so 
feelingly  detailed  in  the  grant.  It  existed  in  the  High-street, 
near  the  present  Eoyal  Hotel,  on  the  site  of  the  premises  now 
occupied  by  Mills  Brothers,  and  extended  backwards  to  Albion- 
street.  A  representation  of  the  building  is  preserved  on  a 
parchment  terrier  of  the  charity  estates,  and  it  is  remembered  by 
inhabitants  now  living.  It  was  of  ancient  form,  built  of  stone, 
and  of  a  substantial  character.  To  the  house  was  attached  a 
chapel,  over  the  centre  of  which  was  suspended  an  exposed  beU, 
which  was  wont  to  summon  the  inmates  to  their  daily  devotions. 
In  this  act  they  were  frequently  joined  by  some  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  the  late  E.  Hatch,  Esq.,  who  was  parish  church- 
warden for  21  years,  was  among  the  number  who  frequently 
mmgled  with  the  worshippers.  The  building  was  approached 
by  a  court  yard  neatly  ornamented  with  a  grass  plat,  and  behind 
were  garden  ground,  pasture  land,  and  an  orchard,  as  detailed 
in  the  extract  from  the  grant  annexed.  Over  the  entrance  door 
was  inscribed  "  Holy  and  Indivisible  Trinity  Alms-houses, 
founded  by  Richard  Pate,  Esq  ,  A.D.  1578."  The  bell  which 
was  wont  to  summon  the  ancient  occupants  to  worship  was  in 
the  possession  of  the  late  Mr.  T.  Haines,  builder,  and  yet  exists 
in  the  workshops  in  Windsor  Terrace :  it  is  now  used  to  an- 
nounce the  time  of  departure  for  the  workmen.     In  the  .Court 
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KoU  at  the  Manor-office,  occurs  the  following  entry  by  J.  Prinn, 
Esq.,  Steward  of  the  Manor,  made  in  the  year  1690  : — "  There 
are  also  within  this  town  a  Eree  Grammar  School,  now  under 
the  management  of  Mr.  Robert  Rogers,  A.M.,  of  the  said  Uni- 
versity, a  good  man  and  an  excellent  scholar;  also  an  Alms-house, 
both  built  of  excellent  handsome  freestone  in  the  seventh  year 
of  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign  by  Richard  Pate,  Esq.,  of  Minster- 
worth,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  and  both  by  him  well'  en- 
dowed." In  1801,  under  the  powers  of  an  enclosure  act,  allot- 
ments of  land  were  made  in  lieu  of  tithes.  To  effect  this,  the 
property  of  the  parish  had  to  be  examined  by  a  tithe  commis- 
sioner, and  an  award  given.  In  the  award  under  this  act,  the 
Alms-house  is  thus  described : — 

Annual  Tithe 
Payment.  Owners,  Property.  Quantity, 

£   8.   d:  a.   r.  p. 

3    8    4...  |^°^J^^**"**^|Alm8.hon8e8,CoQrt,  Garden 0    1    5 

3  19    2 Ditto    Garden  &  Orchard  adjoining  thereto... 0    1  13 

By  virtue  of  a  clause  in  the  supplement  to  this  act  the  Alms- 
house was  taken  down,  and  on  its  site  was  reared  the  Vittoria 
Hotel,  a  place  of  fashionable  resort  for  some  time,  but  which  in 
its  turn  was  also  destined  to  obscurity,  having  been  converted 
into  the  three  private  dwelling-houses  now  standing.  The  Alms- 
house was  rebuilt  in  its  present  position  in  Albion- street,  and 
has  a  stone  front,  with  the  name  and  date  of  its  founder  in- 
scribed thereon.  It  has,  however,  no  chapel,  nor  orchard  and 
pasture  attached,  as  in  olden  time,  and  the  building  itself  is 
altogether  different  from  what  was  intended  by  the  donor.  It 
occupies  the  site  of  a  former  billiard-room,  which  under  the 
enclosure  act  was  valued  at  only  £1  15s.  8d.,  and  the  ground 
estimated  to  measure  only  17  perches.  This  exchange  of  sites 
was  injurious  to  the  charity,  the  quantity  and  situation  of  the 
former  rendering  it  most  valuable  property,  whilst  the  small 
quantity  of  the  present  is  valueless,  and  the  situation  is  most 
objectionable.  Except  the  increase  in  the  payment,  the  Alms- 
house inmates  are  not  in  so  good  a  position  as  in  the  lifetime  of 
the  founder,  although  the  income  of  his  estates  has  increased 
twelve  times  in  amount  since  his  decease ;  the  number  of  six  are 
all  that  are  at  present  on  the  foundation. 
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The  Cheltmham  Chronicle  of  May  21»  1812,  ccmtains  tfce 
following  advertisement  of  the  sale  of  the  site  of  the  old  Alms- 
houses, and  the  editor's  comment  thereon  : — 

"  Exfiellent  lituation  in  CbelteDhara. — ^To  be  soM  "by  private  contraiot,  a  piece 
of  freebold  ^rooad,  with  the  old  baildiags  thereon,  most  eligibly  «ituated  ia  ti\e 
ftishionable  part  of  High-street,  opposite  the  New  Assembly  Rooms.— For  par- 
ticulars apply  to  Mr.  Smith,  Bank.*' 

"  A  neat  and  commodions  Alm«-honae  has  lately  been  ere(?ted  on  the  notth  side 
•of  our  town;  the  pooa:  dependants  fiemored  from  their  late  dwellin|r,  &nd  the 
ground  advertised  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  constrnction  of  a  more  regular  pieee 
of  building,  in  conformity  to  the  other  houses  in  the  principal  street.  The  old 
hospital  was  founded  in  the  year  1 574,  by  Bichavd  Bite,  Esq.,  who  was  recorder 
of  Gloucester,  1556,  and  oeofiraied  by  Qoeen  Elizabeldi  in  1561.  'fhe  charity 
was  originally  designed  for  three  men  aKU  three  women.  The  houses  at  present 
are  occupied  by  six  aged  females,  whose  support  does  not  arise  entirely  from  the 
primitive  endowment,  but  from  occasional  doniitions  and  subscriptions,'^ 

The  exchange  of  the  sites  was  effected  in  1811,  by  virtuift  of 
the  supplemental  enclosure  act,  and  at  the  same  time  the  sum  of 
£250  was  paid  to  the  trustees,  by  Mr.  Smithy  the  purchaser  of 
the  original  buildings,  who  afterwards  disposed  of  the  property 
for  ^62,000. 

Extract  from  Mr.  Pate's  grant : — "  It  is  ordained  that  the 
hospital  be  for  erer  called  and  named  by  the  title  of  the  Hos- 
pital or  Alms-house  of  the  Holy  and  Indivisible  Trinity,  Ib 
Cheltenham,  of  the  foundation  of  Eichard  Pate,  Esq.  And  that 
there  shall  be  from  time  to  time  for  ever,  remaining  and  sus- 
taining there,  six  poor  people,  whereof  two  at  least  shall  be  poor 
women,  and  that  they  shall  have  every  one  of  them  a  private 
chamber  in  the  said  hospital,  and  a  private  garden  at  the  back 
side  thered!,  and  shall  have  in  common  the  kitchen  of  the  said 
hospital,  and  the  well  there  being,  and  the  pasture  and  the 
profit  of  the  orchard  and  close  lying  and  being  at  the  back  side 
of  the  said  hospital  and  for  their  further  relief  as  in  the  order  of 
employment  herea^er  following  in  money  and  clothes  is  ap- 
pointed for  them.  Item. — To  the  six  poor  people  of  the  said 
hospital  yearly,  as  foUoweth,  viz., — to  every  one  of  them  on  the 
Friday  of  every  week  in  the  year.  Is.  in  money,  amounting  yearly 
to  £15  12s.  And  for  the  charge  of  40  yards  of  black  frieze,  to 
be  distributed  among  them  yearly,  between  the  feasts  of  St. 
Michael,  the  Archangel  and  All  Saints,  to  make  them  livery- 
gowns  therewith,  viz.,  to  every  of  the  said  poor  men  seven  yards, 
and  to  either  of  the  said  poor  women  five  yards,  at  Is.  the  yard. 
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40s.,  and  to  every  of  them  the  said  poor  peo[^  fourpence  apieo^ 
to  be  delivered  to  them  over  and  beside  theif  week's  wages,  ^ 
every  of  the  feasts  of  All  Saiats,  Christmas,  Easter,  and  Pente- 
cost, yearly  in  toto  £18.     Itern^ — The  churchwardens  of  the 
Parish  Church  at  Cheltenham,  for  the  time  bdng,  shall  have  the 
election  or  placing  of  some  one  or  more  for  supplying  or  filling 
of  the  said  room  or  rooms,  so  being  void  and  vacant.     Item. — 
And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  one  of  the  said  poor  people  shall 
be  able  to  read  the  common  prayers  in  the  chapel  of  the  aidd 
hospital,  and  that  such  reader  shall  be  some  old.  or  impotent 
priest  or  minister  that  cannot  conveniently  serve  in  any  place  of 
cure  or  public  ministry,  of  reason  of  such  his  impotency  or  age, 
if  any  such  maff  be  had  conveniently.     And  that  generally  in 
such  elections,  utter  decays  of  substaace  happening  by  having  or 
breeding  of  many  children,  or  by  fire  or  tempest,  or  by  robblay, 
or  by  wreck  on  the  seas,  or  by  unwise  laiding  or  soietiship,  or 
by  sickness,  or  by  such  oUier  means  as  shall  be  mercifully  or 
specially  considered  of;  and  further,  that  none  ahall  be  admitted 
but  such  as  for  the  space  of  three  years  before  have  been  of  good 
name  and  fame,  and  have  been  void  of  all  notorious  crimes,  and  that 
a  special  regard  be  had  to  preferring  honest  widows  or  widowers, 
before  others.    Item. — It  is  ordaiited  that  every  of  the  said  poor 
people  of  the  said  hospital,  shall  twice  in  every  day  of  the  year, 
immediately  after  the  tolUiig  of  the  bell  of  the  chapel  of  the  saM 
hospital,  resort  to  the  said  chapel,  and  there  be  exercised  for  the 
space  of  one  whole  hour,  in  hearing  divine  service  and  common 
prayer  read  by  the  minister  of  the  said  hospital,  and  in  default 
thereof,  shall,  neverthdess,  be  there  continuing  and  remaining 
together  in  private  prayer  and  contemplation  during  the  said 
time,  viz.,  from  eight  until  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  every 
day,  and  in  the  afternoon  from  half-past  two  until  hcdf-past 
three,  between  the  feasts  of  All  Saints  and  the  Conversion  of  St. 
Paul,  and  during  the  residue  of  the  whole  year,  from  foiur  until 
^Ye  o'clock  in  the  aft^noon  of  every  day  for  ever.     Except  he 
or  she  having  some  lawful  cause  to  the  contraiy  be  lioenaed  to 
be  absent  by  the  said  schoolmaster,  or  in  hi»  absence,  by  the 
usher  for  the  time  being,  in  which  their  said  prayers  private  and 
public,  they  shall  both  forenoon  and  afternoon,  pray  eapeoialfy 
for  Christ's  Church,  and  all  the  members  thereof,  for  our  sove- 
reign Lady  Elizabe^  the  Queen's  Msgesty  that  now  is,  and  after 
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her  decease,  for  the  Kings  or  Queens  of  this  realm  for  the  time 
being,  and  for  peace  and  concord  in  all  Christendom,  and 
especially  in  England,  and  for  the  preservation  of  the  offspring 
of  the  said  Richard  Pate,  their  founder,  then  living,  and  for  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Cheltenham.  Item. — It  is 
ordained,  that  none  be  chosen  or  admitted  to  be  of  the  poor 
people  of  this  foundation,  but  such  as  shall  be  of  the  age  of 
three- score  years  at  the  least,  and  shall  also  be  born  within  the 
parish  of  Cheltenham,  and  for  want  of  such,  then  some  other 
bom  in  the  parish  of  Leigh." 

THE  TOWNSEND   EXHIBITION. 

Education,  useful,  liberal  education,  will  ever  remain  "  one 
of  the  requirements  of  the  age."  Hence,  we  should  attach 
great  importance  to  the  efforts  that  were  made  by  those  benevo- 
lent individuals,  at  different  periods  between  the  sixteenth  and 
eighteenth  centuries  to  establish  and  permanently  endow  schodls 
and  college  fellowships,  for  the  gratuitous  instruction  of  the 
children  of  this  town.  Among  the  number  of  bequests  of  this 
class,  was  one  for  the  supporting  of  a  scholar  at  Pembroke  Col- 
lege, Oxford,  to  be  elected  out  of  the  Cheltenham  Free  Grammar 
School.  The  donor  was  George  Townsend,  Esq.,  an  individual 
who,  by  perseverance  and  industry,  arose  from  the  humblest 
walks  of  life,  to  be  an  eminent  counsellor  of  the  court  of  Charles 
II.  Mr.  Townsend  became  possessed  of  several  valuable  estates 
in  this  vicinity,  the  whole  of  which  he  bequeathed  for  charitable 
purposes.  The  donor  received  his  education  at  Mr.  Pate's 
Grammar  School,  in  this  town.  Mr.  Townsend,  when  he  grew 
affluent,  knew  from  experience,  that  amongst  the  humbler  classes 
there  existed  those  who  possessed  talents,  but  had  not  the 
means  to  cultivate  them,  to  the  advantage  of  themselves  or 
society  at  large.  Hence,  Mr.  Townsend,  not  forgetting  the 
means  whereby  he  was  himself  enabled  to  rise  to  eminence, 
bequeathed  property  for  the  support  of  a  youth  residing  in  this 
town,  at  Pembroke  College,  who  was  an  attendant  at  Mr.  Pate's 
School.  The  estate  left  for  this  purpose  is  situate  at  Cold  Aston, 
about  12  miles  distant.  In  the  life  time  of  the  donor,  it  let  for 
£80,  and  it  is  now  worth  £240  per  annum.  The  estate  was 
bequeathed  for  the  support  of  eight  scholars,  four  to  be  periodi- 
cally sent  from  the  endowed  Grammar  Schools  of  Cheltenham 
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Gloucester,  Winchcomb,  and  Campden,  and  four  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  trustees,  the  President  and  Scholars  of  Pembroke 
College.  The  average  annual  value  of  each  of  these  exhibitions 
is  £50,  when  only  the  four  school  exhibitors  are  elected.  They 
are  enhanced  by  the  donor  having  willed  that  any  of  the  said 
scholars  shall  be  eligible  to  hold  the  following  church  livings, 
which  were  his  private  property,  being  purchased  shortly  before 
his  decease,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  value  of  the  exhi- 
bition : — Colbrook,  Bucks,  donative ;  Slifford,  Essex,  rectory, 
value  £507  per  annum ;  Uxbridge,  Middlesex,  donative^  value 
£111  per  annum;  Thurrock  Greys,  Essex, vicarage,  value  £160 
per  annum.  The  donor  has  ordained  that  merit  shall  be  the  only 
test  of  qualification  to  be  adopted  at  the  election  of  these  scholars. 
The  youths  regularly  attending  the  school  are  to  be  summoned 
together  on  the  day  of  trial,  in  the  presence  of  the  minister, 
baUiflf,  and  churchwardens  of  this  parish,  when  certaui  questions 
on  history  are  to  be  put,  and  examinations  in  the  English,  Latin, 
and  Greek  languages  are  to  take  place,  and  the  youth  who 
manifests  the  most  skill  and  correctness  in  his  replies^  is  to  be 
declared  duly  elected  to  the  fellowship.  This  charity  was 
founded  in  1 683,  and  is  the  more  interesting  on  account  of  the 
founder  having  been  himself  a  scholar  at  the  very  school  he  has 
endowed.  The  exhibition  will  now  be  of  great  value  to  the 
town,  as  the  number  of  scholars  at  the  Grammar  School  are  so 
considerable  as  to  render  it  certain  that  there  will  be  many  com- 
petitors. A  laudable  stimulus  will  thus  be  given  to  education, 
and  the  most  diligent  scholar  in  his  studies  will  carry  off  the 
prize. 

Extract  from  Mr.  Townsend's  will. — "  And  rfhereas  I  am  seized 
in  fee  of  the  reversion  of  a  messuage  and  lands  in  Little  Aston, 
called  Little  Aston  Farm,  in  the  parish  of  Cold  Aston,  in  the  county 
of  Gloucester,  and  the  tythes  of  corn  thereof,  I  give  and  devise  the 
same  farm  and  tythes,  and  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  Master, 
Fellows,  and  Scholars  of  Pembroke  College,  in  the  University  of 
Oxford,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same  to  them  and  their  suc- 
cessors for  ever,  upon  special  trust  and  confidence,  nevertheless, 
and  to  the  intent  and  purpose  that  they  pay,  employ,  and  bestow 
the  rents,  issues,  and  profits  thereof  in  manner  following,  that  is 
to  say,  the  first  year  and  a  half  year's  rent  thereof  after  my 
decease  for  and  toward  the  necessary  building  of,  or  repairing  of 
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tbe  said  ooilfige;  the  next  hdM  year's  rent  thereof  for  and 
towards  -Ihe  providing  of  fitting  studies  and  necessary  bedsteads, 
feather  beds,  otb»  bedding,  and  fumitiire,  of  chambers,  to  be 
.used  in  succession  by  scholars  her^fter  to  be  placed  within  the 
said  eoUege,  rent  free,  in  respect  to  the  said  first  year  and  hdlf 
year's  rent  by  me  as  aforesai^  given,  which  scholars  I  will  and 
d&^re  to  be  in  number  eight,  to  be  chosen  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  December  yearly,  the  first  election  to  be  on  the  second 
year  after  my  decease,  whereof  I  will  that  one  of  the  four  of  the 
first  eight  scholars  be  chosen  by  the  Mayor  aad  six  of  the  senior 
Ald^men  of  the  City  of  Gloucester,  and  the  cMef  s^oolmaster 
of  the  chief  school  there  for  the  time  being,  out  of  the  scholars 
of  the  said  sd^l ;  another  out  of  the  sohdars  of  the  Chdten- 
ham  School,  in  which  I  was  a  scholar ;  smother  out  of  Oampden 
School ;  and  a  fourth  out  of  Northkach  School ;  the  three  last- 
naaned  scholars  to  be  chosen  by  liie  chief  schoolmasters,  minis- 
ters, bailiffs,  or  oUier  chief  officers  for  the  said  three  towns  for 
Uie  time  being,  and  in  equality  of  voices,  the  said  schoolmasters 
to  have  the  casting  voice ;  and  my  desire  is  that  each  scholar  so 
deeted  go  to  the  said  ooUege  with  writings  under  seal  of  their 
said  elections,  at  the  feast  of  the  Anmunoif^iosi  of  the  blessed 
Virgin  Mary,  thence  next  ensuing;  and  each  scholar  for  and 
during  ^ht  years  thence  next  ensuix^,  to  have  an  eighth  part 
of  the  said  rents,  and  the  rest  of  the  said  rents  dmring  the  first 
four  years  of  tl^t  time  go  to  the  furtiber  benefit  of  the  said 
College;  and  my  further  will  is,  that  on  this  said  fitet  Wednes- 
day in  December,  in  the  last  of  the  said  four  y€ars,  elections  be 
made  in  like  manner  as  aforesaid,  in  the  said  city  and  eeeh  of 
the  said  market  towns,  of  one  fitting  scholar  to  go  to  the  said 
University  at  the  feast  of  Annunciation  next  ensuing,  and  ea^ 
of  them  fof  ^ht  years  to  have  an  ^hth  ptart  of  the  Sadd  rent 
for  his  maintenance  in  tl%  said  college;  and  so  on  for  every 
fourth  year,  elections  be  made  to  go  to  the  said  college  in  man- 
ner and  foifm  aforesaid ;  and  every  scholar  to  have  a  like  share 
of  the  eighth  part  of  the  said  rents  for  and  towards  his  mainte- 
nance as  aforesaid;  and  during  the  vacancy  or  absence  of  any 
such  scholar  from  the  said  college,  the  others  of  them  to  have 
his  share  and  part  of  the  said  r^ts ;  provided  always  and  my 
will  is,  that  none  but  fitting  granmiar  scholars,  fit  to  go  to  the 
said  University,  be  ^cted ;  and  in  case  aoy  sueh  not  fitting 
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seh&lar  be  elected,  I  will  that  he  be  refused  by  the  master  of  the 
said  college  to  be  admitted  there,  aod  in  his  stead  another 
scholar  of  Gloucester  School  be  elected ;  and  my  desire  is  that 
the  said  scholars  during  their  four  last  years  of  residence  in  the 
said  college,  addict  the  studies  to  Divinity,  for  whose  encourage- 
ment therein,  I  wUl  that  my  rectory  of  Sliibrd,  and  vicarage  of 
Grays  Thowck,  in  Essex,  and  the  donations  of  Uxbridge  aind 
Oolbrook,  so  often  as  any  of  them  shall  fall  void,  be  omferred 
on  such  of  the  said  scholars  as  shall  be  fitting  divines." 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  add  that  in  past  times,  as  well 
as  at  the  present  day,  the  intentions  of  the  donor  have  been 
fully  realised.  The  late  Rev.  T.  P.  Henney,  M.A.,  soft  of  the 
late  T.  Henney,  Esq.,  J.P.,  of  Cheltenham,  who  was  educated 
at  Pate's  Grammar  School,  in  the  town  of  his  birth,  won  the 
Townsend  Exhibition,  and  attained  to  great  eminence  as  a 
scholar  in  after  life.  He  was  successively  elected  fellow,  tutor, 
examiner,  and  bursar  of  Pembroke  College,  Examining  Chaplain 
to  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  and  was  appointed  to  a  Prebendary  Stall 
in  Lincoln  Cathedral.  In  1862  a  scholarship  of  £90  per 
annum  was  founded  in  commemoration  of  Mj.  Henney,  in 
connection  with  Pembroke  College.  The  periodical  elections 
secure  the  best  scholar  in  the  school,  and  the  competitions  have 
a  tendency  to  promote  and  stimulate  the  acquisition  of  know- 
ledge. 

"We  have  much  pleasure  in  announcing  that  Mr.  Henry 
Swann,  a  pupil  of  the  Cheltenham  Grammar  School,  has  been 
recently  admitted  by  the  Master  of  Pembroke  College,  Oxford, 
to.  one  of  the  Townsend  Exhibitions  belonging  to  the  school." 
— {GheUenham  Exaanmer,  March  13,  1861.) 

Among  the  many  who  by  the  aid  of  this  charity  have  been 
enabled  to  advance  themselves  in  life,  may  be  mentioned  the 
celebrated  Dr.  Moore,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  son  of  a 
butcher  in  humble  circumstances  in  Gloucester,  and  the  Eev« 
J.  Lightfoot,  A.M.,  the  well-known  botanist,  and  the  companion 
of  the  great  Pennant.  The  evangelical  preacher,  George 
Whitfield,  owed  his  eariy  fame  to  the  fact  of  his  preparing 
himself  for  a  candidate  for  Townsend's  Exhibition  at  the  Crypt 
School,  at  Gloucester ;  and  as  a  proof  of  the  practical  value  of 
our  ancient  local  Gk'^ammar  Schools,  it  may  be  cited  that  the 
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learned  native  astronomer,  Dr.  Bradley,  received  his  education 
at  the  NortUeach  Grammar  School. 

townsend's  school  bequest. 

Amongst  the  local  educational  bequests,  was  an  annual  sum 
payable  out  of  an  estate  left  by  George  Townsend,  Esq.,  in  1683. 
Like  many  other  charities  left  during  the  seventeenth  century, 
the  annual  sum  originally  contemplated  by  the  donor  was  ex- 
ceedingly small.  The  great  increase,  however,  of  all  classes  of 
property  in  this  locality  since  that  period,  has  greatly  enhanced 
the  value  of  the  bequest.  Mr.  Townsend  willed  £4  yearly  "  for 
teaching  poor  children  to  read  and  write,  residing  in  the  parish 
of  Cheltenham."  The  propertv  bequeathed  now,  and  for  many 
years  past,  has  allowed  £20  annually  for  this  object.  The  bequest 
was  the  means  of  establishing  the  first  school  for  the  local  poor, 
which  is  yet  continued  under  the  name  of  the  **  Old  Charity 
School,"  ipevonshire- street,  and  receives  support  from  Mr. 
Townsend's  estate.  The  source'  from  whence  this  fund  is 
derived,  is  a  very  extensive  and  ancient  estate,  situate  at  the 
adjacent  village  of  Wonniugton.  Of  the  value  and  fertility  of 
this  estate,  the  reader  may  form  some  idea  from  the  fact  that  at 
the  present  day  it  realises  £250  annually.  The  hous§  is  large, 
and  in  all  probability  was  erected  at  the  early  part  of  the  six- 
teenth century.  The  estate  was  very  anciently  one  of  great 
importance ;  and  its  different  possessors,  prior  to  its  alienation 
to  Mr.  Townsend,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  are  related  by 
most  county  topographers.  The  land  comprises  155  acres,  the 
rental  of  which,  added  to  the  tithes  of  the  parish,  make  up  the 
income  of  the  charity.  The  estate  at  Wormington,  in  the  life*- 
time  of  the  donor,  realised  about  £70  annually.  In  1804  it  let 
for  £150,  and  in  consequence  of  an  enclosure  of  some  lauds,  it 
has  increased  since  then  £100  annually  in  value. 

Between  1768  and  1807,  the  trustees  out  of  the  savings  of 
income,  purchased  to  the  amount  of  £800,  in  the  three-per-cent. 
consols,  and  the  dividends  were  applied  to  enclosing  and  im- 
proving the  estate. 

Extract  from  Mr.  Towsend's  will. — "  Whereas,  1  am  seifced 
in  fee,  with  the  Manor  of  Wormington,  with  the  appurtenances, 
with  a  close  in  Winchcomb,  in  the  aforesaid  county  of  Glouces- 
ter, and  a  portion  of  tythes  in  Neather  Guitiugs ;  and  as  for 
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and  concerning  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  portion  of  tythes 
and  of  the  said  rest  and  residue  of  the  said  lands  and  tenements 
of  the  said  Manor  of  Wormington,  I  wil]  and  appoint  the  same 
to  be  disposed  and  employed  in  the  uses  and  interests  and  pur- 
poses following,  that  is  to  say,  four  pounds  yearly  for  the  teach- 
ing of  poor  children  to  read,  and  for  buying  of  them  books  in 
each  of  the  towns  of  Winchcomb,  Northleach,  Campden,  and 
Cheltenham,  in  the  said  county  of  Gloucester,  willing  and 
ordering  that  the  said  children  repair  to  the  schools  and  be 
taught  both  forenoons  and  afternoons  of  all  days,  not  being 
holy  days  or  festival  days  appointed  by  the  Church  of  England, 
not  excepting  the  weeks  of  Easter,  Pentecost,  or  Christmas,  to 
avoid  their  being  offensive  at  home  or  elsewhere ;  and  I  further 
will  and  appoint  three  shillings  weekly  to  be  disposed  of  in  the 
church  of  Winchcomb  every  Lord's  Day,  by  the  ministers, 
bailiffs,  churchwardens,  or  overseers  of  the  poor  there,  to  such 
of  the  poor  there  present  as  shall  be  frequenters  of  the  church, 
and  there  present  at  most  part  or  whole  of  Divine  Service,  and 
not  to  any  other  poor,  sick,  or  impotent  person  of  the  same 
town.  And  I  will  and  appoint  twelvepence  weekly  to  be 
bestowed  in  bread,  and  distributed  in  like  manner  to  each  of  the 
poor  of  the  towns  of  Northleach,  Campden,  and  Neather 
Guiting." 

TOWNSBND*S  APPBBNTICESHIP  BEQUEST. 

George  Townsend,  Esq.,  in  1683,  also  left  a  portion  of  the 
annual  proceeds  of  his  estate  at  Wormington,  before  detailed 
"  for  the  binding  and  putting  forth  of  a  poor  boy,  able  to  read, 
to  be  an  apprentice,"  belonging  to  Cheltenham.  The  amount 
which  annually  accrues  to  the  town  from  the  charity  is  £15,  and 
the  trustees  effect  an  apprenticeship,  the  preference  being 
given  to  a  boy  educated  at  the  Old  Charity  School,  now  amal- 
gamated with  the  school  in  Devonshire-street.  The  donor  has 
ordered  that  his  trustees  shall  meet  together  every  year  at 
Winchcomb,  and  out  of  the  estate  have  given  to  them  an 
ordinary  of  the  value  of  eight-pence,  and  an  extra  five  shillings 
for  ale.  After  the  dinner,  each  trustee  is  to  have  presented  to 
him  a  pair  of  new  kid  gloves.  This  request  of  the  donor  is 
strictly  complied  with,  and  the  trustees  annually  assemble  to 
oommemorate  the  good  man's  benefactions  at  Winchcomb,  and 
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aithc^gl!  tke  ohahge  of  tim^  has  kkcreased  tlie  expense  of 
'^  ordinaries/'  yet  a  little  is  added  from  private  sonroes  to  tbe 
"  eigbt-pfcrice,"  in  bfder  to  increase  the  eomfOTts  and  tbe  hikaity 
of  the  annual  gath^ng. 

Extract  from  Mr.  Tdwnsend's  will.^-**  And  I  wi^l  and  appoint 
that  twei^ty  and  five  pounds  yeiirly  he  laid  forth  fot  the  binding 
and  putting  forth  of  five  poor  boys,  able  to  read,  to  be  appren- 
tices, whereof  I  appoint  one  tb  be  cJf  each  of  the  towns  of 
Northleach)  Winchconab,  CampdeUj  atid  Cheltenhain,  and  the 
fifth  to  be  of  Neatber  Ghiiting,  or  of  Blockly^  in  the  county  of 
Worcester.  And  if  so.  many  be  not  found  fitting  there,  then  of 
poor  boys  oUt  of  othe^  places,  aH  the  discretion  of  my  said 
trnstees,  or  their  successors.  Willing  also  that  my  said  trustees 
prefer  such  as  shall  be  cotnmended  ib  them'  by  the  miniatdtsi 
churchwardens,  or  overseers  of  the  poor,  or  other  officers  of  the 
said  towns.  And  I  will,  desire^  and  order  that  my  said  trustees^ 
or  the  greater  number  of  them^  and  all  assistants  to  them,  be 
chosen  as  hereinafter  is  mentroned,  for  the  better  execution  of 
these  my  trusts  in  them  reposed,  meet  yearly  in  Winohcomb,  in 
the  first  Saturday  in  the  month  of  May,  and  that  they  bore 
there  an  eight-penny  ordinary  for  themselves  ohLy,  and  that  five 
shillings  shall  be  ftiriher  allowed  them  for  beer  after  dinner,  acnd 
other  their  joint-expenses  there,  an(J  that  every  one  of  thdm  have  it 
pair  of  gloves  given  him,  not  exceeding  the  price  of  twelvepence. 
And  that  the  receiver  of  the  said  rehh,  and  disposer  thereof  for  the 
said  several  purposes^  provide  two  bookd  for  accounts  thereof, 
whereof  one  to  be  kept  by  him,  and  the  other  by  one  whom  my 
trustees  shall  think  fit ;  wherein  shall  be  contained  all  the  receipts 
and  payments  made,  the  names  of  all  appirentices  placed  or  ap- 
pointed to  be  placed,and  the  names  of  trustees  or  assistants  choseti, 
and  all  other  concernments  to  be  posed,  audited,  allowed  axkd 
subscribed  by  the  said  trustees  and  assistants  at  their  year!^ 
meetings." 

WALWYN's   CHAEITt. 

Jn  1627,  John  Walwyn,  Esq;.,  bequeathed  the  annual  sum  of 
£2  10s.,  chargeable  upon  the  adjacent  manor  of  Swindon,  to  the 
Cheltenham  Churchwardens,  to  be  by  them  annually  distributed 
amongst  the  poor  of  their  p^ish.  This  is  the  oldest  loca 
abarit^  of  iU  kmd^  and  wb^  similar  bei^uests  0{  a.me«e  m^ni 
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date  ba?e  fellen  to  decay,  or  become  consolidated,  Mr.Walwyn** 
wishes  have  been  from  the  first  carried  out.  The  ancient  beouest 
is  distributed  yeariy  on  the  first  day  of  May,  amongst  twenty 
aged  and  indigent  persons  in  sums  of  2a.  6d.  each. 

obobge's  chabity. 

Prom  the  ancient  church  tablet,  we  learn,  that  in  "162(0, 
Bobert  George,  Esq.,  gave  by  will  3s.  4d.  to  be  paid  y^^rjy  to 
the  poor,  and  the  like  sum  to  the  minister,  for  ever."  Thf^ 
Charity  Commissioners  in  1824,  in  respect  to  this  old  beqi^est, 
report — "  The  present  incumbent,  the  Rev.  C.  J^rvi^,  b^s  once 
received  this,  but  there  is  no  account  of  any  other  payjuent**' 
This  beqqest  was  left  as  a  remuneration  for  the  iiicun^bpnt  fqi; 
the  time  being  to  preach  a  sermoQ  in  "  the  sowing  season,"  on 
the  parable  of  the  sower. 

poob's  obounds  chabity. 

The  land  forming  this  bequest  is  situate  in  Bouncer's  Lan^, 
adjoining  the  New  Cemetery,  and  contains  27a.  2r.  jp.  jPor 
many  years  this  land  has  been  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Charles 
Field,  of  this  town,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a  rental  of  £63  per 
annum.  This  amount  has  for  many  years  been  disbursed  py 
the  churchwardens  on  St.  Thomas's  day,  and  the  n^odp  of  dis;- 
tnbution  has  been  to  issue  tickets  entitling  the  recipierjts  to 
food  or  clothing  to  the  value  of  half-a-crown  or  five  shillings, 
such  tickets  to  be  accepted  and  responded  to  by  any  tradesmai^ 
in  the  town  who  is  himself  chargeable  to  the  rates,  and  the 
object  has  been  to  afford  this  gratuity  to  such  persons  as  l^ave 
not  received  pari$h  relief  from  the  Union. 

The  Poor's  Grouncjs  were  purphased  in  ^^e  reign  ^  Ch^i^ 
II.,  ^d  Invested  in  the  churcl^w^rd/ens  as  trusteies  o^  tl^e  p^yl; 
of  the  parish.  During  the  period  of  the  Cpmmonweai^ii,  many 
small  bequests  to  the  poor  were  Igst,  apd  after  jthe  Restqration, 
sjteps  m^re  taken  to  collect  the  sums  of  ^opftey  lent  oni;  i^n 
securities,  and  to  iijivest  the  same  yi  the  purchase  of  lan^. 
Hence  the  origin  of  the  Poor's  Grouncjj?  i^  n[iQst  wiijijii^fyparial^e^, 
of  those  of  Chelteojiham  in  particular. 

Mcii^u  <iAy^  iioX  ''  (duiriti^  for  the  benefit  of  ihe  poor  and 
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for  putting  out  apprentices  were,  in  1667,  consolidated  and  laid 
out  in  the  purchase  of  lands  called  the  Poor's  Grounds,  which 
though  worth  only  £8  5s.  per  annum,  are  now  (1800)  let  for 
£18,  and  applied  according  to  the  intentions  of  the .  respective 
donors."  The  amalgamation  of  all  the  small  charitie84nto  tb« 
Poor's  Lands  Charity  is  recorded  on  an  ancient  tablet  in  the  Parish 
Church.  On  a  parchment  roll  in  the  parish  chest,  containing 
some  particulars  of  the  older  charities,  and  signed  by  the 
churchwardens,  it  is  said  that  "In  1667,  the  Poor's  Grouds 
were  purchased  with  divers  charities  left  by  several  pious 
persons." 

Following  the  order  of  date,  the  next  record  of  bequests 
occurs  in  the  old  vestry-book.  The  first  entry  is  on  October  17, 
1636,  and  is  an  account  of  a  vestry  meeting,  for  the  purpose  of 
placing  out  at  interest  some  of  the  charities  of  the  parish,  and 
is  signed  by  the  then  churchwardens,  Christopher  Bayley, 
Walter  Pard,  and  Thomas  Comford.  Although  a  folio  page  is 
taken  up  with  a  description  of  the  charities,  some  of  it  is  in 
such  an  illegible  character  that  it  cannot  be  transcribed  entire. 
One  charity  is  spoken  of  as  left  by  will,  Nov.  5,  1632,  and 
another  by  a  Walter  Parry,  amounting  to  £2  13s.  4d.  per 
annum.  The  next  entry  is  as  follows : — "  Given  by  John 
Norton,  deceased,  to  remayne  to  ye  poore  yearly  £3,  paid  to 
Sturney  Eoberts,  and  ye  other  churchwardens  the  sevene  day  of 
April,  1637."  In  five  years  after  this  date,  the  annexed  is 
recorded  in  a  very  clear  and  conspicuous  hand :  doubtless  the 
recorder  in  this  instance  was  the  minister  for  the  time  being — 
"In  ye  yeare  of  our  Lord  God,  1642.  Memorandum;  that 
fiftie  pounds  given  and  bequeathed  by  ye  last  will  and  testament 
of  Alexander  Parker,  of  Ham,  gent.,  for  ye  yearly  use  of  the 
parish  of  Cheltenham,  was  paid  unto  Walter  Mason,  one  of  ye 
churchwardens  of  ye  said  parish,  and  this  year  ye  said  fiftie 
pounds  was  let  out  by  bond  unto  Lodwick  Parker,  gent.,  Henry 
Mason  being  his  suretie.'  The  last  notice  of  local  bequest 
recorded  in  this  old  vestry-book  prior  to  the  Poor's  Grounds 
purchase,  is  the  following ; — "  In  ye  yeare  of  our  Lord  Gt)d 
1650,  memorandum,  that  twenty  shillings  given  and  bequeathed 
by  ye  last  will  and  testament  of  Thomas  Finch  Emily,  deceased, 
to  ye  use  of  ye  poore  of  ye  parish  of  Cheltenham,  was  paid 
unto  John  Chostnow,  John  Collett,  Bobert  Milton,  and  Matthew 
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Cox,  clmrcbwardeiis  of  ye  said  parisli  in  this  yeare,  which  said 
twenty  shillings  is  to  remain  as  a  stock  to  yee  use  of  ye  poore 
for  eever  to  be  let  out  by  the  present  and  succeeding  church- 
wardens." These,  doubtless,  are  a  portion  of  the  charities 
which  were  amalgamated  in  the  seventeenth  century,  and  the 
gross  sum  applied  to  the  purchase  of  the  Poor's  Grounds. 
This  is  corroborated  by  the  circumstance  of  bequests  that  were 
left  after  the  purchase  being  mentioned  in  the  parish  documents, 
while  no  allusion  to  the  above  is  made.  The  Poor's  Grounds 
were  let  out  by  the  churchwardens  from  the  very  first,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds divided  amongst  the  poor.  In  the  parish  chest,  on  a  large 
parchment  brief,  is  preserved  a  lease  of  these  grounds,  bearing 
date  1693,  and  it  is  the  earliest  document  of  its  kind  known. 
The  lessee  is  John  Wills,  who  is  described  as  the  son  of  a  former 
lessee.  The  parties  granting  the  lease  are  Walter  NichoUs  and" 
John  Finch,  the  churchwardens.  The  term  was  for  eight  years, 
"  The  pasture  land  £8,  and  the  underwood  at  £10  per  annum, 
called  Broadlesow,  Broadlesow  Bottum,  and  Oatie  Pedid." 
The  most  recent  lease  occurs  amid  some  government  correspond 
dence  in  the  parish  chest.  The  lessee  was  John  Gardner,  Esq., 
at  a  rental  of  £20  per  annum.  Until  within  the  last  30  years, 
it  was  customary  to  annually  let  these  grounds  by  public  auction 
at  the  Eight  Bells  Inn.  Tue  present  lessee,  as  we  have  said,  is 
Mr.  C.  Field,  at  a  rental  of  £63  per  annum.  The  manner  in 
which  the  proceeds  of  the  rental  of  these  grounds  has  been 
expended  in  former  years,  and  even  down  to  a  comparatively 
recent  date,  there  is  no  written  evidence  to  show.  It  was,  in  all 
probability,  very  anciently  distributed  in  the  way  desired  by 
those  persons  who  ieit  the  bequests  before  detailed,  the  gross 
amount  of  which  was  applied  to  the  purchase  of  these  grounds. 
During  the  lifetime  of  a  former  incumbent  of  this  parish,  the 
Bev.  G.  Jervis,  it  was  distributed  amongst  the  indigent  in  bread 
and  money.  At  the  suggestion  of  the  commissioners  of  public 
chaAties,  at  the  time  they  visited  the  town,  the  churchwardens 
now  distribute  the  amount  in  tickets  which  entitles  the  bearer  to 
6s.  or  2s.  6d.  worth  of  provisions  at  the  shop  of  any  tradesman 
in  the  town.  These  tickets  are  given  away  on  St.  Thomas's  day, 
and  for  the  sake  of  order,  the  churchwardens  have  limited  the 
recipients  of  the  charity  to  those  who  have  been  bom  in  the 
town,  and  who  have  attained  the  age  of  60  years.     By  these 
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irmmi  nlpw^ds  pf  800  of  our  old  inhabitiaiitiB  ate  annually 
rdieved.    The  net  ineomb  in  1861  was  £54  lis.  3d. 

st4.nsby's  chabity. 

The  property  bequeathed  in  tliis  locality  is  for  a  variety  of 
objects,  and  afiaong  the  number  the  very  desirable  one  of 
periodically  apprentieing  out  boys,  **  poor  children  of  honest 
day-laborers,*'  residing  within  the  limits  of  the  parish  of  €heU 
tenhara.  The  first  benefactor  of  this  dass,  was  the  Rev.  W. 
Stansby,  a  rector  of  the  adjacent  village  of  Badgworth,  during 
the  reign  of  Queen  Anne;  who  left  his  estate  situate  iu  that 
parish  in  the  hands  of  trustees,  who  were  to  divide  the  rentals 
and  appropriate  the  proceeds  in  apprenticing  out  boys  bdonging 
tp  this  and  several  of  the  adjoining  parishes.  The  Bev.  E. 
"Walker,  by  virtue  of  his  ofSce  of  incumbent,  is  the  present 
acting  trustee  for  Cheltenham,  and  according  to  the  amount 
received  from  the  property,  which  is  ££8  19s.  per  annum, 
awards  it  to  different  tmleamen,  ifirho  undertake  to  bring  up  in 
a  full  knowledge  of  their  trade  and  profesion,  the  various 
youthful  recipients  of  the  charity  entrusted  to  their  care.  The 
property  bequeathed  by  the  Bev.  W.  Stansby  for  the  desirable 
Qbg0ct  of  apprenticing  out  the  poor  children  of  dur  locality, 
consisted  of  seven  very  fertile  plots  of  land,  situate  in  the 
parish  of  Badgworth,  The  income  was  J16  7b.  up  to  1842  5 
the  amount  of  the  rental  of  the  land  in  quantity,  17a.  2r.  29p. 
Qi^  the  occasion  of  making  the  railway  fmm  OheHenham  to 
Gloucester,  the  principal  5eW  was  required,  which  was  sold  to 
the  cofiopalLy  for  £410  14s,  9d>,  and  the  proceeds  invested  in  the 
purchase  of  £46^  7s.  6d«  Bank  3  per  cent.  Annuities^  The 
rpsddue  of  the  lands  were  by  virtue  of  an  enclosure  act,  amalga- 
mated ani  let  to7.  E.  Yiner,  Esq.,  for  £16  10s.  a  year.  Thedivi* 
dsud  £rpm  the  fuiided  propeHy  amounts  to  £13  9s*,  milking  thb 
annual  income  of  the  charity  £28  l^s.,  about  six:  times  more  m 
amount  than  was  rpaljsed  for  many  yews  after  the  dorfor^s 
decease.  The  Bev.  W.  Stansby  executed  his  ^vill  on  May  3rd^ 
1704. 

Extract  from  the  Bev.  W.  Stansby's  will.— "  That  they,  the 
said  trustees,  shall  out  of  the  yearly  rents  of  the  said  trust 
estjQtef,  pay,  pr  cause  to  be  paid,  to  my  said  itiuscees  of  the  parishes 
of  Badgworth  and  Greet  Sburdiugton/the  ^om  of  ^Ve.pounda 
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yearly  for  ever ;  to  my  trustees  of  the  parish  of  Churchdown, 
^he  sum  of  three  pounds  yearly  for  «ver ;  and  all  the  residue 
aad  Temainder^  the  yearly  profits  of  the  said  trust  estate,  I  give 
and  bequeath  to  my  trustees  of  Cheltenham,  to  be  disposed  of 
in  manner  following : — %e  several  sums  of  £5  and  £S  and  the 
•sum  annually  remaining  or  accruing  to  Cheltenham,  shall  be 
expended  or  applied  by  my  trustees  in  their  respective  parishes, 
«aeh  trustee  acting  within  his,  own  parish  only,  in  the  disposal 
'of  this  bequest,  with  the  assistance  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor, 
within  two  y«ars  ferthest  after  the  receipt  thereof,  to  the  binding 
^©ut -or  apprenticing  of  one  or  more  diild  or  children  of  honest 
day-labourers,  to  some  useful  trade  or  occupation ;  but  in  no 
case,  or  at  any  time,  to  be  given  with  or  to  the  children  ©f 
Usurers,  Beer-seUeps,  or  persons  of  winced  life  or  conversation, 
either  known  or  reputed  as  «uch,  nor  to  any  of  the  family  of 
Halling-s,  of  Badgwo!»th,   eic^t  remaikable  for  goodness  or 

ionesty And  if  the  said  perisli  of  Cheltenham 

sbali  misapply  all  or  any  of  the  ^said  yearly  revenue,  or  remainder 
iof  4he  profits  of  the  said  trust  ^tate,  then  4rhe.6aid  parishes  of 
^Cbavlton  Kings  an<}  Leckhampton  aball,  for  the  -term  of  eight 
yeaiTB,  rec^ve  and  enjey  ike  sarae«  equally  to  be  divided  between 
4hem  in  as  ample  and  beneicial  a  manner  as  Cheltenham  might 
^or  coistM  have  dpne.  And  if  any  of  the  said  parties  of  Charlton, 
>9tanton,  Broekwort^,  or  Lecjphampton,  shall  at  any  time  mis- 
apply their  «aid  yemrly  legacies  accruing  4o  thjem  by  the  forfeiture 
t>f  any  of  the  said  paris^bes  of  Ghelt^tham,  Badgworth,  or 
Churchdown,  thca  in  emh  case  the  .parish  or  paries  so 
^rvevting  ihe  b«qu«st,  ^sbati  for  that  time  lose  the  benefit 
ithereof,  and  the  sevwal  sums  of  money  which  ^heyougbt  to  have 
jeeo^ved,  «faall  for  the  term  of  eight  years  ihen  unexpired,  be 
equally  divided  among  >the  other  |mnsli«s." 

LADY   CAPEL's   CHABJTX. 

The  Bight  Hon.  Dorothy  Lady  Capel,  widow  of  the  Baron 
Hf  Xeiwke^ury,  .1^  willi  bearing  ilabe  1719,  bequeathed  the 
rentals  of  certain  farm  estates  in  Kent,  for  the  support  of  twelve 
«cbioola,  in  irariotts  parts  of  England,  :and  in  particular,  of  a 
Soys'  Soboel  si,  Ch^enham.  The  amount  whiph  annually 
accrued  to  this  town  from  this  Lady's  .beqi^est  averaged  from 
&S&i9  MQt  HAd  the  aom  was  gLcen  to  the  ipaatar,  for  ihe  ^ticaa 
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being,  of  **  the  Old  Charity  School/*  formerly  carried  on  over 
the  north  porch  of  the  Parish  Church. '  Lady  Capel's  charity 
was  anciently  made  highly  beneficial  to  Cheltenham  by  the 
addition  of  a  sum  of  money,  raised  by  annual  subscription^  from 
several  of  the  more  wealthy  inhabitants.  This  desirable  plan 
fell  into  decay,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  school  became  a  mere 
nonentity ;  and  from'  its  being  carried  on  in  a  small  room  in  the 
centre  ot  the  town,  and  surrounded  by  a  graveyard,  the  health 
of  the  children  was  endangered,  and  a  strong  objection  was  made 
to  its  continuance  in  so  unsuitable  a  situation.  In  consequence 
of  these  facts  being  made  known^  through  the  medium  of  the 
Charity  Committee's  reports  made  in  1843-4,  to  the  parish, 
public  attention  was  directed  to  the  school,  and  since  then  a 
number  of  annual  subscribers  have  been  obtained  towards  its 
better  support,  and  a  neat  and  commodious  school-room,  in  the 
Gothic  style,  with  spacious  play-grounds  attached,  has  been 
erected  in  Devonshire-street.  It  is  of  considerable  value  to  the 
locality  in  which  it  is  placed,  not  alone  from  the  discipline  and 
education  freely  dispensed,  but  from  the  absence  of  any  other 
school  around  it  in  a  neighbourhood  occupied  by  the  humbler 
classes.  This  is  undoubtedly  the  oldest  local  Charity  tichool, 
not  classical.  It  first  originated  in  an  annual  endowment,  now 
amounting  to  £20,  made  by  G-  Townsend,  Esq.,  in  1683.  At 
the  period  it  was  founded,  the  bequest  realized  but  M  annually ; 
and  being  the  only  school  of  its  kind,  the  matter  was  taken  up 
by  the  inhabitants,  and  more  especially  as  the  increasing  value 
of  the  donor's  property  would  enhance  the  income. 

The  Charity  School  was  established  in  the  year  1713,  by 
voluntary  contributions  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cheltenham  and 
its  vicinity,  and  was  opened  on  Nov.  14th  of  the  same  year* 
In  that  year  the  subscriptions  amounted  to  £40.  During  the 
first  sixteen  years  the  school  was  held  at  a  house  in  the  High* 
street,  at  a  guinea-a*year  rent  s  but  as  from  the  year  1729  we 
find  no  more  payments  for  rent,  or  receipts  of  Mr.  Thos.  Smithi 
the  landlord,  we  may  reasonably  conclude  that  at  this  date  it 
was  removed  to  the  Parish  Church. 

Among  its  supporters  were  many  fiamilies  of  distinction,-^ 
the  Berkeley's,  the  De-la-Bere's,  Sir  John  Howe's  family,  the 
Duiton's,  Lad^  Capel's,  JNorwood,  Priuu,  and  many  others.  Sir 
John  Howe's  family  contributed  M  annual  subscriptions,  besides 
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a  £23  donation  the  first  'year,  and  a  £6  donation  for  many 
conBecutive  years.  The  De^la-Beres  were  unceasing  friends  and 
supporters  of  the  school,  from  the  commencement  up  to  the  year 
1810,  when  the  name  became  extinct  by  the  death  of  the  KeT. 
John  De-la-Bere,  who  was  then  treasurer.  From  this  time  we 
may  date  the  falling  off  of  the  school ;  for  until  the  year  1818 
no  treasurer  was  appointed,  the  number  of  subscribers  dimin- 
ished, and  the  few  who  remained  took  but  little  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Charity. 

In  1723  the  boys  wore  blue  coats,  yellow  stockings,  caps  and 
bands ;  they  spun  the  wool,  and  knitted  their  own  stockings,  for 
which  they  received  a  trifle  as  pocket  money.  The  cost  of 
clothing  a  boy  at  that  time  was  16s.  per  annum.  In  the 
remembrance  of  several  persons  now  living,  the  boys  were  all 
clothed  alike,  in  pepper-and-salt  coats,  corduroy  trowsers  and 
stout  shoes ;  and  about  thirty  years  since  a  gentleman  gave  every 
boy  a  pair  of  leather  inexpressibles  and  strong  shoes,  at  his  own 
expense. 

The  efforts  thus  made  to  educate  the  boys  of  the  poor  were 
farther  aided  by  the  endowment  of  Lady  Capel,  who  died  in 
1721.  The  first  payment  from  Lady  Capel's  estate  was 
received  by  the  school  on  May  12,  1722,  and  amounted  to 
Jt7  lOe. ; — it  now  amounts  to  £35  a-year.  The  first  master 
was  Peter  Maurice ;  his  salary  was  £20  per  annum. 

Extract  from  Lady  Capel's.  will : — *'  In  the  name  of  Ood| 
Amen. — 1,  Dorothy  Lady  Capel,  Baroness  Dowager  of  Tewkes- 
bury, the  relict  of  the  Eight  Hon.  Henry  Lord  Capel,  Baron 
of  Tewkesbury,  deceased.  As  concerning  the  real  and  personal 
estates  ^herewith  God  hath  blessed  me,  1  dispose  thereof  as 
followeth,  that  is  to  say>  Whereas  1  am  seized  of  a  good  estate 
of  inheritance  in  fee  simple  to  me  and  my  heirs  of  and  in  all 
that  the  farm  and  lands  called  Parry  or  Perry  Court,  with  the 
closes  and  lands  thereto  belonging,  situate  and  being  in  Preston^ 
Feversham,  Ospring,  and  Leddenham,  in  the  county  of  Kent. 
And  of  and  in  all  that  messuage  in  the  parish  of  St.  Yedastus 
or  Forsters  in  the  City  of  London :  of  the  manor  of  Biohmond 
in  the  county  of  Surrey,  and  in  all  that  my  capital  messuage,  &c., 
at  Kew  Green,  and  of  and  in  divers  other  messuages,  farms«  and 
lands,  held  of  the  said  manor.  1  am  also  seieed  according  to 
the  custom  of  the  manor  of  Bamett,  in  the  county  of  Hertlordi 
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t)f  atid'hi  !ffi  tfaat  intessirage  and  knds  hereto  hdm^'Ag,  tA\ed 
'Pndrlessliill  Ftffai,  trtid  t)f  ditert  «nd  ^Blrstomaly  land  hcW  of  ^te 
isaid  manor.  I  do  teineby  -give,  derise  and  ^bequeath,  ^1  tfeatH^ 
•said  forms  and  tands,  and  all  other  my  knds,  fee.,  in  the  eonnty 
^  Kent,  tratt)  the  Hon.  8.  Molynenx,  Esq.,  prraelpwl  '9tcnisty 
to  his  ORoyal  Highnes  (Prince  "Geoi^e  of  Wales,  Sk  Ttalip 
Jadfcson,  of  Richmond,  in  the  cofnhtyofSurrey,  John  Leiy,ilsq., 
of  Kew  Oteen,  and  <i!hriatopher  Appfkly,  of  the  Midd^  Teoarpte, 
London,  and  their  heirs  to  have  and  to  hold -for  ever  npon  twiet, 
•shall  yeariy  mttke  Up,  stfiie,  and  adjnst  dn  a  book  *o  ht  'hept  for 
l^t  pm«i>ose, 'a  jusN; and  trae account  of  thfesaid  property,  and 
'i^bsc^be  their  names  l^erennte,  ^md  ^hdl  flifterwvrds  divide 
the  (Jlenr  money  yeariy -arising  l/h^^iom  krto  twelve  equri  ^pa^ts, 
%o  be  applied  for  the  support,  «use,  nnd  benefitof  the  said  ehaidty 
Schools  for  ever,  tlhat  is  to  say,  ikte  chmrily  rsietoeft  (or  boys  ^amd 
girls,  M  Ritshmond,  4n  the  eofn%  df  Sttrrey;  the  'bharity  sobool 
for  boys  at  Mertlake,  in  the  same  county ;  the  chai9fy  school 
for  boys  at  Brentford  Butts,  in  the  county  of  Middlewat ;  ^ 
oharitywhool  for  boys  at  Eal»tig,in  l^e  eamie^M)uin<y  5  the  eharity 
%choelfc^r%oye^ChiBltenbam  ^and  Tewkesbuiy,  4n  theoounly 
^  Gloiicester ;  the  cHai%  school  €tt  Perershsm,  in  the  eeBnty 
^  !Kent ;  'tbe  duality  schedl  fit  Halt^histle,  in  the  county  ^f 
fforthuBQ^erland ;  the  ^ritysehool  for  girts  in  the  pwrieb  of 
St.  Andrews,  Molbdm,  (where  I  was  bom),  the  ohari^  ^d«)ol 
At  Ohiswiok,  in  f he  %aid  eonrity  df  Mid(^seft,  and  Iheietoity 
-si^od  tot  Hammersmith,  in  t^  pari^  '0f  ¥u]iham.'' 

(Pit)m  these  attract^itw^llbe  ise^nthat  the  donor  hascndi^ived 
deven'sjchoiQ^s.  The  remakingtw^fth  ^part  of  the  onnuaH^neome 
^sing  li^om  the  estates,  is  >to  be  alloted  ^to  the  parish  ^of  >Kew> 
in  Bnney,  either  i«r  ^he  pitrpose  of  dfi^portiiig  ^a  si^hoei,  w 
«ppi«ntieing  out  ^ct^sldren.  ^tbe  i£^9mer  is  ve^  judiokii% 
ehosen.  Jn  ease  .any  one  <)f  ^^e  ^si^mioIs  «hould  at  imy  time  \» 
diseontinwed,  4^08e  reaKtiniiig  ^itre  to  'dentine  ^  iiidvantege 
€iqiaally  j  i$od  k  ease  they  ^IhmjM^^  of  the^i  i&li^  denay,  ^tibea 
the  income 'of  the  charily  ia  to  be  appropnated  forutibe  tuppoit 
of  sis  (dergymen^s  widows. 

The  e«ti^ from  fwhejove ihisGharity is ^cnrivediiaifgiigiHBome 
d^pidated)  J^^pairs  iweee  <  needed  of  an  sentensive  kind.  To  meet 
this  expense,  ««um  is . annually  mthdransn  fisom  the  iQeome^ 
9Pbich^ttoes  the  'snm  ^r  Gbdienham  to~^£U.   >Aifttirthi«is 
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paid,  the  ott'ginal  suin  wffll  be  avaflabfe  for  the  jmrposes  bf  flifc 
Charity. 

cox's   CHAtlTTY. 

In  IV27,  Giles  Cox,  Esq.,  then  churchwarden  of  this  parish, 
bequeathed  a  pei^etual  annuity  of  £4  annually,  for  the  purpose 
of  either  educating  or  apprenticing  out  a  poor  lad  belonging  to 
Cheltenham.  The  amount  is  payable  by  the  lessee  for  the  time 
being  of  a  ground  called  "  Picked  Oakley,"  at  Charlton  Kings. 
The  lessee  is  W.  J.  Agg,  Esq.,  of  Hewletts,  who,  in  order  to 
carry  out  the  excellent  intention  of  the  donor,  and  to  prevent  it 
from  being  frustrated  by  tbe  change  which  time  has  effected  in 
the  rate  of  apprenticeship  premiums,  has  allowed  the  sum  to 
increase  to  JB20.  By  adopting  this  plan,  Mr.  Agg  is  enabled  to 
apprentice  out  a  lad  eVery  five  years,  born  in  the  parisb  of  Chelt- 
enham, to  some  discreet  person  following  a  trade  or  handicraft 
in  some  other  town  or  village;  as  willed  by  Mr.  Cox, 
June  18,  1727. 

Extract  from  Mr.  Co?:'s  will  ;-^**  All  that  enclosure  of  Pasture, 
balled  Picked  Oakley,  in  the  parish  of  Charlton  Kings,  adjoining 
to  Cheltenhaui,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  by  estimation  five 
acres,  upon  trust,  out  of  the  rent,  issues,  and  profits  of  the 
jpreraises,  pay  for  ever,  to  some  man,  not  bteihg  Master  or  Usher 
of  the  Eree  School,  who,  in  Cheltenham  aforesaid^  &lioukl  teaok 
boys,  parishioners  of  Cheltenham,  of  the  meaner  sort,  to  read 
and  write,  after  the  death  of  the  said  Giles  Cox,  £4  yearly,  or 
£4-  yearly  for  ever,  every  year,  ip  placing  one  boy,  parishioupr  of 
Cheltenham  aforesaid,  an  apprentice,  not  in  the  same  parish,  to 
Some  honest  tradesman  j  and  tbe  surplus  of  the  said  issues  and 
profits,  if  any,  to  retain  and  have  to  their  own  use,  for  their 
trouble  in  the  said  trust." 

MIS9  Wj^LL^S   OHABIT'T. 

Nearly  opposite  the  entrance  to  tbe  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
the  High  Street,  and  but  a  short  distance  from  the  angle  of 
St.  George's  Street,  is  a  spacious  dwelling,  ornamented  on  one 
»ide  with  a  modem  plate-gkfes  front  -shop,  in  the  window  df 
which  is  displayed  jewellery  in  all  its  varieties,  and  on  the  other 
side  by  a  projecting  sign,  whose  ifhree  pendant  gilt  balls  denote! 
the'abode  of'fin  **Unde,"  *who  practises  the  mysterious  art  of 
passing  people's  frt>peiity  "iiqp  tfee  spout."    IJntfl  'witWa  iht 
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past  quarter  of  a  century,  this  building,  then  a  private  house, 
presented  the  most  aristocratic  frontage  in  that  part  of  the  town. 
It  was  elegantly  furnished  within,  and  its  ground  in  the  rear 
was  so  extensive  as  to  reach  to  Eegent-place,  and  formed  in  fact 
the  site  upon  which  the  east  side  of  St.  George's  Street  and  the 
Wesleyan  Chapel  is  erected.  This  large  plot  of  land  was  most 
tastefully  laid  out  as  an  ornamental  garden.  A  summer  house, 
on  which  the  honeysuckle  entwined,  and  a  moss  house,  stood  on 
an  elevated  mound  on  the  extreme  end,  on  either  side  of  which, 
conspicuously  placed  on  pedestals,  were  the  statuary  figures  of 
Cupid  and  Pysche.  In  the  year  1781,  two  lovers  were  often 
observed  taking  their  walks  amid  these  ornamental  and  winding 
paths,  within  sight  of  the  God  of  Love,  who  stood  with  his  bow 
and  sheath  full  of  arrows,  as  if  ready  to  pierce  the  heart  of  the 
standers-by.  The  two  personages  presented  a  great  contrast  in 
their  respective  ages.  The  lady  looked  as  if  the  shades  of  nearly 
three-score  years  had  descended  upon  her  brow, — the  gentleman 
a  gay  and  fashionable  personage  of  about  twenty-one  I  But, 
notwithstanding  this  great  discrepany  in  age,  it  was  confidently 
announced  that  the  couple  were  to  be  firmly  united  in  the 
indissoluble  bonds  of  matrimony.  Eumour  was  rife  as  to  the 
motives  which  prompted  the  suitor.  The  bride  elect  resided 
in  her  own  house,  and  had  other  mansions  to  boot,  including 
St.  George's  Square  opposite,  besides  a  very  competent  personal 
estate.  The  wedding  was  finally  arranged,  and  the  friends  of 
both  parties  invited.  The  affair  was  likely  to  have  been  a  gay 
one,  and  the  invitations  issued  were  numerous.  But,  how 
uncertain  is  the  occurrence  of  things  projected  by  poor  humanity. 
The  weddmg  did  not  take  place, — the  old  lady  lost  her  intended 
husband  1 

«  Ab,  me  I  for  aught  that  ever  I  could  read, 
Could  ever  hear  by  tale  oi  history, 
The  coarse  of  true  love  never  did  ran  smooth  i 
fiat  either  it  was  different  in  blood ; 
Or  else  misgrafted,  in  respect  of  years**' 

But  good  always  comes  out  of  evil,  and  Miss  Wells's  loss  was  a 
perpetual  gain  to  the  poor  of  Cheltenham.  ''  Can  such  things 
be,"  the  reader  will  naturally  askP  We  reply  that  we  are 
relating  a  romance  of  real  life,  and  that  in  consequeace  of  that 
broken  match,  twelve  aged  and  infirm  inhabitants  of  this  town 
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every  year,  in  the  month  of  March,  receives  a  sum  of  money 
towards  their  support,  as  we  shall  hereafter  show  from  officisd 
documents.  These  poor  pensioners  will  perpetuate  to  future 
ages  the  origin  of  this  singular  bequest.  The  affair  is  also 
recorded  on  a  tablet-shaped  painted  board,  elevated  within  the 
Parish  Church,  near  the  mary-gold  window.  The  loss  of  her 
youthful  suitor  naturally  shocked  the  nervous  system  of  the 
intended  bride,  and  she  stood  in  need  of  the  assistance  of  both 
spiritual  and  medical  advisers.  Among  the  former  was  a 
Dissenting  Minister,  who  in  order  to  soothe  the  affliction  which 
the  unhappy  event  had  caused,  offered  his  hand  and  heart  as  an 
effectual  remedy.  The  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  deed  was 
this  time  properly  done,  and  Miss  Wells  was  safely  transformed 
into  Mrs.  Williams.  We  will  now  briefly  relate  the  facts  of  this 
singular  case,  and  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  "  truth  is 
stranger  than  fiction." 

The  charity  known  as  Miss  Wells's  takes  its  origin  from  the 
year  1782.  It  was  originally  only  the  interest  arising  from  £\  70, 
but  is  now  more  than  that  sum.  Half  of  the  dividends  is 
payable  to  six  poor  persons  connected  with  the  Cheltenham 
Parish  Church,  and  the  remaining  half  to  six  poor  persons 
attending  the  services  at  Bethel  Baptist  Chapel.  The  amount 
is  dispensed  in  the  month  of  March  by  the  trustees,  the  ministers 
of  the  respective  places  of  worship  before  named,  for  the  time 
being.  The  interest  now  amounts  to  £6  12s.  annually,  which 
is  distributed  by  the  churchwardens  on  behalf  of  the  Kev.  E. 
Walker,  and  by  the  Rev.  J.  Freeman,  minister  of  Bethel  Chapel. 

Miss  Wells  was  for  many  years  an  inhabitant  of  this  town, 
and  resided  in  that  portion  of  the  High-street  (No.  172)  which 
now  adjoins  St.  George's  Street.  This  property  was  her  own, 
as  was  also  the  greater  portion  of  the  site  of  the  last-named 
street,  and  St.  George's  Square  opposite.  This  extensive  property 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  "  gay  Lothario,**  and  for  a  whQe 
Miss  Wells  had  a  most  constant  suitor.  At  length  a  marriage 
was  finally  decided  upon,  and  the  preliminaries  were  "  signed 
and  sealed."  The  day  prior  to  the  wedding  mom  arrived ;  but 
**  there  is  many  a  slip  between  the  cup  and  the  lip.** — ^A  resig- 
nation was  sent  in  by  the  "  gny  Lothario,*'  who  contended  that 
property  was  a  poor  compensation  for  the  absence  of  youth  and 
beauty  I    This  insult  was  repelled  by  Miss  Wells,  who  instituted 
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a  law  sTut  for  a  breach  of  promise  of  marriage.  The  trial  iock 
place  at  the  Gloucester  Assizes,  held  on  August  30, 1782,  ami 
the  jury  brought  in  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  with  £170  damages. 
Xhis  money  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  townsman  and  magis- 
trate. Dr.  Newell*  until  September  20,  1815,  when  by  will  it 
was  bequeathed  for  the  object  above  described.  Miss  Wells 
afterwards  married  the  Rev.  H.  H.  Williams,  formerly  minister  of 
Bethel  Chapel,  Cheltenham.  She  lived  to  the  patriarchal  age  of  87k 
and  died  at  her  residence  in  this  town,  on- Nov.  20, 1815.  Thus 
twelve  of  our  aged  inhabitants  are  annually  receiving  benefit  in 
consequence  of  a  breach  of  promise  of  marriage  1  The  sum  thus 
bequeathed  has  now  increased  in  value  from  a  variety  of  causes. 
Shortly  after  the  decease  of  the  donor,  her  husband,  the  Uev.  H.  H. 
Williams,  paid  the  sura  of  £170  to  Dr.  Newell,  and  after  con- 
sultations on  the  subject  between  several  of  the  parishioners, 
especially  the  Eev.  C.  Jervis,  Dr.  Newell,  the  holder  of  the  bond, 
Mr.  Seager,  the  acting  executor,  Mr.  T.  Gwinnett,  solicitor, 
Bev^  H.  H.  Williams,  Mr.  B.  Wells,  Mr.  Fisher,  &c.,  it  was 
determined  to  vest  the  money  in  the  navy  5  per  cents,,  in  the 
name  of  the  Bev.  C.  Jervis  and  the  Rev.  H.  Ji.  Williams,  The 
5  per  cents,  afterwards  merged  into  the  4  per  cents.,  and  the 
sum  was  transferred  also.  It  was  finally  fixed  in  the  new 
Zi  per  cents*,  and  at  the  time  the  last  dividend  was  made  it 
was  worth  £188  1 5s, 

Extract  from  Miss  Wells's  will — **  I  direct  and  appoint  that 
the  sum  of  £170  be  paid  out  of  the  said  settled  property,  to 
discharge  a  bond  given  by  me  to  Thomas  Newell,  Esq.^  of 
Cheltenham ;  which  bond  was  given  in  order  that,  after  my 
decease,  the  said  sum  of  i8170  should  be  placed  out  at  interest, 
for  the  benefit  of  six  poor  men  ^nd  six  poor  women  residing  at 
Cheltenham  aforesaid,  of  the  age  of  sixty  years  or  upwards,  one 
half  of  them  belonging  to  the  Baptist  congregatipn .  there,  and 
the  other  bdf  belonging  to  the  Established  Church  of  England 
there,  Tbe  interest  to  be  annually  distributed  apong  them  in 
the  month  of  March,  by  or  under  the  direction  of  the  miflisters 
of  the  respective  places  of  worship  there." 

The  original  trustees  in  whp^e  names  this  singular  charily  is 
vested  are  now  deceased ;  the  last  survivor,  the  Bev.  H.  H. 
Wiljiaw,  died  December  1,  1862,  at  the  age  of  87,  and  was 
ifttewed  i^.the  We^yan  Buriajl  Qrpund,  iu  St,  Peprge's  Streej:^ 
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ae^rding  to  his  reqaest^  as  tiie  place  OBoe  formed  part  of  bk 
own  gaiden  and  tiue  scene  df  the  courtship  which  lead  to  the 
tml  fcHT  a  breach  of  jpfromisOi  Wiig  the  property  of  Mias  Wells, 
the  founder  of  the  qharitj,  whom  he  afterwards  married. 

COLOKEIi  OLI«NJElY'a   SEQUi;STS. 

Lient.^olcmel  J.  H^  OUney  was  a  ma^^rate  of  the  town, 
and  resided  at  t^  manaioti  formerly  occupied  by  J«  C.  Straford, 
Esq.,  at  the  Cambray  entrance  to  the  Bath  Head.  This 
benevolent  gentleman  died  on  January  16, 1836,  and  be<|ueatb6d 
a  large  amount  to  public  charities.  Among  the  number  of  his 
bequests  kas  the  sum  of  £8,000  to  the  cities  and  towns  of 
Cheltenham,  Qhmce^r^  Tewkesbury  and  Winchcomb.  This 
sum  #^,  however,  left  *with  the  provislo  that  each  of  the  b^ofe- 
named  plaoes  shoilld  purchase  ik^  ground  (m  which  the  said 
Almshouses  were  to  be  erected  within  ten  years  After  the  testator's 
deoeaSCi  The  inhabitants  of  Cheltenham,  m  order  therefore  to 
secure  to  th^mself^s  the  advantage  of  thia  munificent  bequest, 
oon^ened  a  Public  Meeting  at  the  Town  Hall,  cm  January  6  j  1 846^ 
within  ten  days  only  of  the  time  required  by  the  ddnor's  willb 
It  should,  hoWe?er,  h6  mentioned  that  (he  delay  was  not 
occasioned  by  anjr  rekictande  on  the  part  of  the  town  to 
otmtribute  towards  the  purdiase  of  the  landC  but  sdely  on  account 
of  a  prottactcd  and  vexatious  law-suit  which  was  pending  in 
i}kd  Irish  Couxt  of  Chancery^  and  which  l$ft  it  doubtful  whether 
the  amoiint  bequealhed  eoidd  be  paid  out  of  the  estate.  Kb 
soon  as  the  law'^suit  ti^ok  a  lavourable  turn,  aod  the  applieation 
of  the  cktrity  was  more  probable,  the  med^ng  in  que^ion  waa 
called^  and  presided  over  by  the  Bev.  P.  Close.  A  subsori|rtion 
was  open^ed,  a  suffici^t  sum  was  raised,  imd  the  ground  ptir-* 
chased  ai^  oonvey^  to  trusteesu  The  site  is  in  the  Tewkesbury 
Eoad,  contiguous  to  St.  ?i^»f 's  Cfauroh-^a  he&lthy  apot,  and 
well  calculiited  £g»  the  eteotioA  of  an  Almsboose. 

The  sum  left  by  Oddnci  C^dy  was  part  of  a  mortgage  of 
£S^,0Od  stetrred  by  bond  upon  the  estatea  of  Lord  Aldfooroogh, 
in  Ireland*  Under  the  Sequeistiered  Detates'  Act  the  property 
was  sdd,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  nsali^zed  more  than  was 
anticipated  ffom  the  depressed  value  of  Irish  lailds.  The 
Executors  appiJt^  in  1849  to  the  Bxi^ls  Court  fbcr  po^er  to  can^ 
(Hit  lbs  intetitii^ns  ^  &s  donoff#    The  case  was  idfoireA  1^  the 
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Master,  and  in  two  years  afterwards  it  was  reported  that  the 
bequest  was  open  to  legal  objection  from  its  interfering  with  the 
Statute  of  Mortmain.  The  judgment  was  given  with  this  saving 
point,  that  the  case  should  be  taken  to  a  superior  court  of  law 
for  final  decision.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  legal  proceedings 
will  not  be  further  protracted,  for  the  charity,  when  carried  out, 
will  be  a  boon  to  many  an  a^ed  inhabitant,  and  the  ground 
having  been  secured,  and  the  bequest  ready  for  application,  it 
only  waits  a  favourable  construction  from  a  court  of  law  to  call 
into  existence  "  OUney's  Almshouses." 

Extract  from  Colonel  Ollney's  will. — "Tfie  following  is  a 
scheme  by  which  I  desire  all  the  Almshouses  intended  to  be 
founded  by  me  to  be  regulated,  and  which  are  to  be  called 
*  Ollney's  Almshouses.*  As  I  have  directed  the -sum  of  J68,000 
to  be  set  apart  for  each  of  the  four  sets  of  Almshouses  as  soon 
as  a  proper  site  has  been  presented  for  that  purpose.  The 
building  should  consist  of  one  general  sitting  room  or  hall,  for 
the  concurrence  of  the  inmates  to  take  their  meals  and  sit  in. 
The  hall  to  contain  two  fire-places,  for  the  convenience  of  the 
poor  inmates — one  foif  the  men,  the  other  for  the  women ;  and 
on  one  side  of  the  hall  a  kitchen  is  to  be  erected,  and  on  the 
other  a  decent  parlour,  with  one  fire-place,  for  the  convenience 
of  their  friends.  And  I  desire  that  over  these  rooms  for  general 
use,  should  be  placed  the  bedrooms  of  the  poor  inmates, — nine 
on  each  side ;  of  which  I  intend  ten  to  be  for  the  >poor  men, 
and  eight  for  the  poor  women, — each  charity  altogether  con- 
sisting of  eighteen  persons.  1  desire  that  £106  may  be  expended 
in  furnishing  each  Almshouse,  and,  as  near  as  the  nature  of 
circumstances  will  admit,  in  the  following  manner : — ^Fireirons 
and  fenders  for  each  of  the  rooms,  of  common  use ;  a  table, 
forms,  two  chairs,  and  the  usual  apparatus  for  cooking  for  the 
kitchen,  and  likewise  one  iron  bedstead,  two  chairs,  one  table, 
fireirons,  and  a  fender  for  each  of  the  bed-rooms.  I  wish  to 
allow  a  sufficient  fund  out  of  the  £8,000  to  be  set  apart  to 
produce  £10  annually,  to  be  laid  out  in  repairs.  I  desire  that 
six  shillings  a  week  should  be  paid  to  each  of  the  poor  men,  and 
four  shillings  a  week  to  each  of  the  poor  women ;  and  I  intend 
the  sum  of  thirty-six  shillings  annually  to  be  expended  in  pro- 
viding each  of  the  poor  men  a  coarse  blue  cloth  coat  and 
waistcoati  and  one  pair  of  corduroy  breeches ;  and  for  each  of 
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tbe  poor  women,  annually,  the  sum  of  thirty  shillm^s,  to  be 
expended  in  providing  each  of  them  with  a  coarse  bine  stuff 
gown,  petticoat  and  bonnet.  And  I  wish  the  worthiest  and 
most  deserving  of  each  to  be  selected  aa  superintendent  Master 
and  Matron,  to  whom  I  give  -an  additional  sum  of  three 
shillings  per  week  to  the  Master,  and  two  shillings  and  sixpence 
to  the  Matron.  I  desire  that  no  person  whj  has  within  seven 
years  received  parochial  assistance  be  admitted  into  such  Alms^' 
house.  In  every  other  respect  I  give  the  full  power  of  selection 
to  the  Mayor  and  Corporation,  or  governing  body  of  the  place 
in  which  such  Almshouse  is  to  be  founded.  And  I  desire  that 
there  shall  be  a  written  recommendation  aa  to  character  in  the 
first  instance,  procured  by  any  candidate  for  admission  from  the 
clergyman  of  the  parish  of  such  candidate.  Those  only  to.  be 
admissible  who  have  been  upwards  of  seven  years  inhabitants 
of  the  towns  in  which  the  said  charities  arfe  to  be  founded,  and 
who  are  of  the  age  of  fifty-six  years  at  the  least.  I  direct  that 
the  poor  inmates  shall  attend  divine  service  twice  on  every 
Sunday.  And  I  constitute  the  Mayor  and  Corporation^  or  other 
governing  body  of  such  place  in  which  my  charity  is  established* 
to  be  sole  visitors,  and  to  have  full  power  to  expel  any  persoB 
for  immoral  or  other  improper  conduct,  or  drunkenness." 

He  also  bequeathed  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Glouceatel 
Infirmary,  £1000,  and  to  the  School  of  Industry  at  Chelt- 
enham, ^600. 

UKQUHABT's   CHABITY. 

Jhe  most  recent  benefactor  to  the  publicly  endowed  charities  U 
J.H.Urquhart,  Esq , who  has  left  a  portion  of  his  personal  property 
for  the  support  of  the  poor  during  the  winter  period  of  the  year* 

£xtract  from  the  will  of  Jnes.  Harvey  Urqnhart,  Esq.,  late 
of  Seven  Oakes,  Kent,  dated  July  21,  1841,  and  proved  a€ 
Doctors'  Commons,  June  26,  1850.  The  Testator  died  May  2, 
1850. — **  I  direct  my  Kxecutrix  and  Executor  heretofore  named 
as  soon  as  convenient  after  my  decease  to  purchase  and  invest 
ia  their  joint  names,  £3,000  Stock,  in  3^  per  cent.  Bednced  Bank 
Annuities,  out  of  such  part  only  of  my  personal  estate  and 
effects  as  by  law  is  capable  of  being  devoted  by  the  will  to 
charitable  purposes,  and  my  will  is  tiiat  my  said  executrix  and 
executor,  and  the  survivors  of  them  upon  the  trust  folloMnng, 
that  is  to  say,  to  pay  tl^e  interest^  dividends^  and  aauttalinoomd 
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Ibeveof^  tmlOy  or  permit  the  dame  to  be  reoeked  by  wy  sAid  wi(% 
tftd  h«r  assigns'  (hiring  her  nattfral  Ifk,  and  ttom  wtnH  ttitw  ber 
deeeaaey  ivpoRi  trust,  that  they,  n>y  stM  tFU8tee»  Hor  the  tioie 
)Kfmg,  do<  aiKt  shall;  dttaiid  aa«t  be  podsessed  of  the  mm  of  £l,^Q^, 
^being  one  third  paTt  of  the  sasd  tio>ck  opon  tmst,)  to  pay  and 
apply  the>  divkiendls  autl  interest,  or  annual  incofne  tbereef,  to 
i^  gwardianv  trttstees^  or  Qthev  officers  belonging  to  the  alms- 
toisee  of  ^mett  Oa^es^  aforesaid,  to  be  by  them  applied  to>  the 
Mml  eh«rity«  And  I  direct  that  the  receipt  of  any  one  of  thtt 
Mfd<  guardians  or  trustees,  ibr  the  time  being,  ot  the  said 
eiMdtaMd  institivtion,  shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient  d<i*9chafge  for 
miy  said  trustees  I6r  the  same  di¥ide&ds  or  annual*  income. 
Anid  jIlOOO,  being  one  other  third  part  of  'the  said  9^  per  cent^ 
fianfc  Anttu^ies^  upon  t^usi,  that  they  my  said  trusteee  do  and 
•faiatt  pay  the  interest,  annual  ineome,  and  diyifdends  of  the*  said 
iDMtieiiiedf  sum'  of  i0IOdO>  untc^  the  churcWarde«»  for  the  tiwe 
being  oi  the  parish  of  Cheltenhaffn  alo9>esmd,  t^  bo  by  them 
kom  titttte  toi  time  M^  out  in  the  prof  iding  of  eloihing  and  fsel^ 
iDbiieh  sMl  be  by  them  dislribvted  annually,  at  Christmas, 
MDdttget  ten  poov  lfiffnilies,-*-'to  be  seleicted  by  the  said  ellurdi- 
frardens,r*^iftlia^tifig  tfaff  said  parisb  of  Che^nbam,  and  who 
shall  not  h»ve  iPeeeiired  parocfbial  relief,  or  relief  f^m  any  poey« 
hm  moA  doariiig  the  preceding  year.** 

Ill:  a  torvisspoadenee  w^eh  t^e  €hunrehw«rden»  have  iMd 
during  the  year  1861  with  the  Charity  Commissionere^  euquHiy 
was  made  as  to  the  aotual  sttm  misled  tmder  the  provisions  of 
Ihe  WiU  of  Ibet  kite  J.  H.  Ur^harty  hsq,,  and  on  apiDiyiog  to 
MfMUAi^  Haim  and  Lewri^  o4i  liaeohi's  Inn^  solickor»  to  the 
limttf  tho  Chasfskmadam^  Mceived  the  ft^lbwring  statomtinli  t-^ 

**  Th^-kftntf  if  41000  W0«  a  Ivf^cy  of  aew  8  per  cestai  not  of  cmh.  To"  pay 
tftiB|i#Wi'QliCH9r  13s..9u^aDd.tfteo9ttt.oftJie;p<titiofrijMCl}aAQBryy£^  16».84» 
tb  tano^  Al^  Q^  Zd  wa^wU  out  b«  ordeM^t  thftCoarl^lfiATiAiL£i>d7  l^  U> 

!CaS  BAPTIST  GHA&Itl&a.. 
BsqjMMtottt  poet  peofotoi^of  ibm  Baptist  perMMtoOr  ftttd 
fartht  gettesaJt  sapemseftc^  BetAel  Cbapeiv  haife  been  k#t  by 
ImsA  mMttbecs  of  thci  sost^  at  ^ariocMi  pevtods^  from  the  fiitl 
lanaaiaaB  q£  the  oongregadom.  f  be  foiivwiog  ave  eaanmnied 
k.  thai  Ciiaiky  €oMmiss«Hiev8'  Sepoi^^  made  i»  1 82(4|  beifi§^  Hm 
ktt  «flUial  daciioiti^  i«la*i«#  U*  tbe>  sahject^ 
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UABKE  S    CHAEITY. 

John  Darke,  Esq.,  of  Prestbury,  gave  to  the  poor  of  the 
congregation,  in  1783,  the  sum  of  £50.  This  legacy  was 
subject  to  some  prior  interest,  which  terminated  in  1791,  whea 
the  sum  was  invested  in  the  funds,  and  produced  £1  1 9s.  6d. 
annually.  The  executor  of  Mr.  l)arke  added  to  the  bequest, 
and  thus  Was  founded  Ballinger's  Charity. 

ashmbad's  charity. 

By  Will  dated  Dec.  7.  1742,  John  Ashmead,  Esq.,  left  hitf 
estate  **  towards  the  relief  of  sueh  poor  persons  of  the  con** 
gregation  of  Prutestant  dissenters  commonly  called  Baptists, 
meeting  for  Divine  woi'ship  in  Tewkesbury  and  Cheltenham,  a* 
to  ihem,  the  said  trustees,  shall  seem  most  convenient."  Inl 
175t^  a  d«ed  was  executed,  by  whicii  Cheltenham  was  rendered 
iadepende»f  of  Tewkesbury,  and  the  recipients  were  to  receive 
the  bequest  "  from  the  trustees  and  principal  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church  constituted  at  Ciieiu^ukiim."  To  render  this 
the  more  secure,  a  regular  trust  deed  of  Bethel  Chapel  was 
executed  Oct.  1,  1767,  which  has  been  regularly  renewed  whe^ 
the  trustees  are  reduced  by  death  to  the  number  of  two.  The 
annual  income 'of  Mr.  Ashmead*s  estate  produces  £86  4s.  6d'., 
besides  fines  payable  every  twenty  years,  from  £10  to  £150^, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  property,  which  ia  mostly  land, 
leased  for  building  purposes  for  different  periods,  similar  to  that 
left  foi  the  endowment  of  Pate's  Grammar  School.  The  property 
is  as  follows :— 
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»     BALLIXGEU'S    CHARITY. 

By  Will,  dated  May  27,  1805,  John  Ballinger.  Esq.,  thus 
bequeathed  : — "  I  give  and  devise  the  sum  of  £49  lis.  4d.  in 
the  4  per  cents.  Bank  Slock,  which  stands  in  my  name,  being 
what  was  purchased  with  a  legacy  of  £50  left  to  the  poor  of 
the  Baptist  congregation  at  Cheltenham,  by  Mr.  John  Darke, 
6\'  Prestbury,  and  as  much  of  my  own  money  as  will  purchase 
in  the  same  bank  stock  what  will  make  with  that  sum  £100 
stock,  so  that  the  poor  may  have  £4  yearly  dividend  among 
them,  whereas,  now  they  have  but  £i  198.  6d.,  and  that  the 
profits  or  dividends  arising  therefrom  be  divided  and  given  to 
the  poor  of  the  said  Baptist  congregation  at  Cheltenham,  on 
ihe  1 4th  February,  year  by  year,  and  that  within  a  fortnight 
after  the  distribution  of  the  same,  the  managers  of  the  said 
charity  do  lay  in  some  convenient  part  of  the  meeting  house, 
and  there  to  remain  for  two  Lord's  Days  at  least,  an  account, 
how  and  to  whom  the  money  was  disposed  of." 

Lloyd's   chauity. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Lloyd,  widow,  of  Cheltenham,  by  Will  dated 
October  22,  1808,  bequeathed  "  upon  trust,  to  pay  unto  the 
minister  for  the  time  being,  of  the  religious  soci'^ty  or  congre- 
gation of  Protestant  Dissenters  in  Cheltenham,  called  Baptists, 
the  sum  of  £100  in  trust,  and  for  the  general  purposes  of  the 
iaid  society." 

bansporb's   charity. 

Edward  Ransford,  Esq.,  of  Bristol,  by  Will,  dated  August  20, 
IS  18,  gave  £400,  *<  and  the  dividends,  interest,  and  profits 
thereof  from  time  to  time,  paid  to  the  managers,  deacons  or 
ministers  of  the  Baptist  interest  at  Cheltenham,  towards  the 
support  of  that  interest)  but  so  long  only  as  they  profess  to 
believe  and  preach  the  particular  doctrines  now  professed  by 
them.  But  in  case  the  said  Baptist  interest  should  decline  to 
preach  and  believe  such  doctrines,  the  said  dividend  arising  from 
the  said  £400,  shall  be  paid  and  applied  to  the  managers, 
deacons  or  ministers  of  the  Baptist  Chapel  at  Tewkesbury,  if 
they  shall  continue  in  the  faith  they  now  profess.  But  in  case 
at  any  time  after  the  said  Cheltenham  interest  shall  decline,  and 
return  to  and  believe  the  doctrin6  l  hey  now  profess  as  Particular 
Baptists,  then  I  give  and  direet  the  treasurer  and  trusteds  of  tho 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


THE   £Nl>OWEl)   OHABITlkS.  437 

Bristol  Baptist  Fund  Society  in  the  City  of  ristol,  to  pay, 
apply  and  dispose  of  the  same  dividends  to  and  or  the  support 
and  uses  of  the  said  Baptist  interest  at  Cheltcnh&m  again." 

wells'   charity. 

In  1816,  Miss  Wells  left  half  of  the  interest  of  £170  to  be 
annually  distributed  among  six  of  the  poor  attendants  of 
Bethel  Chapel. 


BEQUESTS  TO  CHELTENHAM  CHAPEL. 

By  Will,  bearing  date  Jan.  15,  1815,  Benjamin  Friend,  Esq., 
a  resident  of  the  town,  bequeathed  the  interest  arising  from  the 
sura  of  £200  towards  the  support  of  the  Minister,  for  the  time 
being,  of  Cheltenham  Chapel.  Annexed  is  a  copy  of  Mr. 
Friend's  will : — *'  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Rev.  John  Brown, 
Minister  of  the  New  Chapel,  Cheltenham,  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  pounds.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  trustees  for  the 
time  being  of  the  said  Chapel,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds. 
And  I  declare  that  the  trustees  for  the  time  being  of  the  New 
Chnpel  at  Chelienhaiti  aforesaid,  shall  stand  possessed  of  the 
said  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  hereinbefore  bequeathed  to 
them,  upon  trust  to  phice  out  and  invest  the  same  in  or  upon 
Government,  real  or  other  good  security,  at  interest,  and  to  pay 
the  dividends,  interests,  proceeds  thereof,  when  and  as  often  as 
the  same  becomes  due,  and  be  received,  unto  the  said  John 
Brown,  so  long  as  he  shall  continue  minister  of  the  said  Chapel, 
and  to  the  future  pulpit  minister  of  the  said  Chapel  for  ever." 

In  1837,  H.  Bromfield,  Esq.,  of  this  town,  also  bequeathed 
the  sura  of  two  hundred  pounds  to  the  trustees  of  Cheltenham 
Chapel,  "  for  producing  an  annuity  for  the  resident  minister  for 
the  time  being."  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  agree- 
ment made  between  the  Chapel  trustees,  the  minister,  and  tha 
executors  of  the  donor : — "Purchasing  stock  in  the  names  of 
four  of  the  trustees,  who  also  execute  a  declaration  of  trust 
reciting  the  bequest,  and  declaring  that  they  stand  possessed  of 
the  stock,  and  that  they  will  pay  to  or  permit  the  resident 
minister  to  receive  the  dividends  as  they  become  due.  And  that 
on  the  death  of  two  such  trustees,  the  two  surviving  shall  transfer 
the  stock  into  the  names  of  two  other  trustees  with  tbern* 
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selves,  9nd  so  9s  oftep  9s  two  shall  die.  Signed,  Jnp.  B^rfield^ 
Jan.  24,  1838.'*  "  I  hereby  engage  as  regards  the  investment 
of  the  money  by  the  trustees,  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  Mr/ 
P.  Barfield.     Signed,  John  Brown." 

OTHEB  EXISTING  CHARITIES. 

Mrs.  Ann^  Wicks  died  at  Regent-street,  Cheltenham,  on  June 
17,  1841.  Her  personal  estate  was  estimated  at  J680,000,  and 
her  real  estate  at  £9,000.  Amongst  the  number  of  places  to 
which  she  bequeathed  portions  of  her  property  was  Frampton- 
on-Sevem,  in  i\m  nounty-^the  irittage  in  wHcii  ahe  was  born. 
She  willed  to  Frampton  Church  £1,000,  for  a  communion  plate; 
£50  for  a  cloth  to  the  communion  table ;  f  TOO  to  rail  in  the 
churchyard  ;  £500  for  the  purpose  of  generally  improving  and 
enlarging  the  church;  £100  to  the  vicar;  and  £500  for  a 
monument  to  be  erected  to  her  memory.  The  interest  of  hey 
entire  Bank  Stock  she  desired  to  be  distributed  annually  to  this 
popr  of  Frarapton  on  her  birth-day — April  23. 

Miss  Jane  Cook,  an  old  inhabitant  of  the  town,  who  died  in 
1851,  gave  to  the  Church  Missionary  Society  £5,000  ;  the  five 
acres  of  ground  on  which  the  Church  of  England  Training 
College  is  erected ;  ground  for  the  establishment  of  9  Boy's 
Orphan  Asylumn  ;  £2,600  to  the  London  Society  for  promoting 
Christianity  among  the  Jews;  Irish  Church  Missions, £200  and 
£60  annually  to  the  District  Churches.  The  extent  of  thi^ 
lady's  bequests  may  be  inferred  from  the  following  inscriptioQ 
on  a  monument  erected  to  her  memory  in  St.  Peter's  Church,  t9 
t^hich  she  was  also  a  benefactress: — *•  In  Memory  of  Miss  Jane 
Cook,  who  died  February  lUh,  1851,  aged  7^^  vears.  Being 
anxious  to  promote  the  glory  of  God,  she  devoted  her  Property 
to  the  dissemination  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  apd  to  the  support  of  Missions  among  the  heathen,  99 
well  as  to  the  Society  for  promoting  Christianity  among  the 
Jews.  She  contributed  larj^ely  towards  the  erection  of  a  Church 
on  Mount  Zion,  in  Jerusalem,  for  Divine  Worship  according  to 
the  Ritual  of  the  United  Church  of  England  and  Ireland,  wber^ 
salvation  through  *  Jesus  of  Nazareth  *  might  be  proclnimed  tQ 
'  the  lost  sheep  of  the  House  of  Israel.'  She  was  also  a  liberal 
Benefactress  to  this  Church  and  Parish,  and  ever  adopted  tliQ 
language  of  the  P§almist — *^'Qt  i^nto  us,  0  Lord,  not  unto  u^ 

Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


nuB  iuPDwiD  oHimmtBi 


4M 


bit  unto  Thy  name  ^ve  the  praise,  far  Vny  loving  mercy  and 
for  Thy  truth's  sake.' " 

Miss  Qook  died  worth  £37,069  Bank  Stock,  and  £84,788 
3i  per  cents,  besides  shares  in  many  .public  companies,  and  t 
large  veal  estate.  M^jor  Barrett,  in  1638,  foeque^ediCi5Q  I9 
the  Gloucester  Infirmary.  In  1842,  Mts.  Sarah  BateUftti^ 
win  £500  to  the  Female  Orphan  Asylum,  in  Winchcom^ 
Street  In  1849,  George  Bichardsi,  Esq.,  of  the  Promesaila 
bequeathed  £10,000  to  be  divided  amoi^  i^arious  local  benevQ^ 
lent  institutions.  The  late  Mrs.  Catherine  Ball,  of  Cheltenham* 
widow,  who  died  on  the  86th  of  January,  I860,  besides  her 
estfttet  in  Ireland,  was  possessed  of  personality  in  Eii|flan4 
valued  at  £20,000.  The  follow mg  were  her  ^sharitable  bequests  ^ 
to  the  foor  of  Drumholme,  Ireland,  £100;  Irish  Chu^ 
Missiwis,  £100 ;  Irish  Church  Education,  £100  ;  Reformation 
Society.  j^lOO  ;  Scripture  Eeaders,  Irelattd,  £100 ;  British  and 
Forei^  Bible  Society,  £100  ;  Society  to  diatAbutittf  and 
Teacliing  the  Bible  in  the  Irish  language,  £100;  Cheltenham 
Branch  Chwch  Missionniy  and  Pastoral  Aid,  £l^  each; 
CMtenhani  Hospital,  £50  ;  Female  Befn^,  Oheitenham,  £5^  \ 
to  the  ministers  ^  St.  Paul's,  St.  Petei^s,  and  other  Chttteh^ 
ift  Cheltenham  for  the  poor,  £50  for  «aeh  district.  Leatint 
£300  for  the  erection  of  almshouses  for  poor  widows  of  Si. 
Paul's,  Cheltenham,  and  £300  for  the  endowment  thereof.  To 
tf  Scripture-reader  she  has  left  a  freehold  house,  and  to  the  widow 
of  another  Scripture-reader,  £100. 

THE  BNPOWED   CHARITIES   OP  CHBtTJNHAM, 
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R.  Pite,  Em^,  M.P., 
J.  Walwyn,  £^. 
T.  Oi:orge,  Esq. 

W.  Perry,  Esq. 
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A.  PniOitr,  £>q. 
T.f.  Emily,  KtQ. 
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jAdj  CaBel.  1719 

O.Cox,E8g.  1727 

Miss  Wells.  1782 
Dateofl^st^atHatherly  1794 

Col.  Ollney:     .  1836 

t  H.  Urquhart,  Esq.  I860 

J.  Ashmetd,  Vsq.  174-2 

Darke  and  Ballinxer.  1805 

Mrs.  Lloyd.  1808 

E.  Ransford,  Esq.    '  1813 

^.^Fmnd,  Esq.  1816 

B.>Broytiield,  Esq.  ^3837 


Vlhen 
Foun- 
ded. 


For  \rhat  purpose. 


Annually  apprenticingr  a  boy  .  . 
Knriowiiig  Lady  Capel's  School , 
Annu»llv  apprenticing  a  boy  .  . 
Free  School  ftir  boys  .... 
Annually  apprenticing  a  buy  .  . 
Annually  to  the  poor  .... 
Inmates  of  Fate's  Alms  House     . 

Alms  Houses 


Annually  to  the  poor  at  Christmas  , 

Poor  of  Bethel  napti^t  Chapel     .    , 

Ditto 

Minister  and  General  Purposes  of  do. 

Manager,  Deacon,  Minister  of  do 

Minister  of  Cheltenham  Chapel  . 
Ditto 


Present 

nnual 

Ii  come*. 


&     ».     d. 

15  0  0 
20  0  0 
28  19  10 

16  0    0 
4    0 
6  12 
0  12 

JiitRrrst 

£8.000 
Inter*  st    of 

£1,000 


0 
0 
0 
of 


86    4 

3  10 

2  10 

Iatere.-,i ' 

£400 
Iiittrest 
£200 
Ditto 


.  The  number  of  public  charities  and  benevolent  institutions  in 
the  town  are  truly  remarkable.  From  so  many  that  reflect 
honour  and  credit  to  these  benevolent  supporters  we  select  for 
description  and  illustration,  the  General  Hospital,  and  Female 
Orphan  Aaylum. 

THE    HOSPITAL. 

TheCheltenham  General  Hospital  and  Dispensary  is  judiciously 
located  in  a  most  hea'thy  spot  in  Sandford  fields.  It  was  erected 
by  voluntary  contributions,  and  cost  nearly  £9,000.  The  first 
stone  of  this  structure  was  laid  January  25,  1848,  by  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  Dunally.  It  is  a  noble  building,  designed  in  the 
Classic  style  by  Mr.  D.  J.  Humphris,  and  its  external  appearance 
and  internal  arrangements  are  admirably  adapted  for  the  purposes 
intended.  On  the  ground  floor,  the  front  entrance  is  beneath  a 
portico  supported  by  four  fluied  Ionic  columns,  and  approached 
by  nine  steps.  The  entrance  hall  is  of  noble  dimensions, 
24ft  10  by  16ft.  It  is  separated  from  the  corridor  by  two 
pillars.  The  Board  Room  is  24ft  by  16ft.  In  each  wing  there 
is  a  ward  42ft  by  2 1  ft  6  inches  and  14ft  high.  In  the  front  of 
iheeast  wing  is  the  museum,  33  It  by  21ft.  In  each  of  the  front 
]inngs  i9  a  ward  SSft  by  21ft.     At  the  back  of  the  centre,  is  a 


Digitized 


by  Google 


SSB  ZllIKyWB9>   OHJl»ITIBa  441 

place  for  three  cisterns,  one  filled  with  800  gallons  of  liot 
water,  another  with  300  gallons  of  hill  water,  and  a  third 
filled,  by  means  of  a  force  pump,  with  3,000  gallons  of 
water.  The  whole  of  the  apartments  are  supplied  with  gas 
lights,  and  hot  and  cold  water.  The  number  of  gas  lamps  in 
t^  house  is  35,  and  the  meter  is  of  sufficient  size  to  regist» 
one  million  feet  of  gas.  The  gardens  around  the  Hospital  are 
two  acres  in  extent.  In  a  work  by  Sir  George  Ballinghall, 
M.D.,V.E.S.K.,  Regius  Professor  of  Military  Surgery  in  the 
University  of  Edinburgh,  and  Consulting  Surgeon  to  the  Eoyal 
Infirmary,  after  stating  that  his  observations  had  extended  to 
numerous  hospitals  in  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa,  as  well  as  to  a 
recent  examination  of  the  principal  establishments  of  the  kind 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  he  says — "  In  adverting  to  the  exterior 
form  or  ground  plan  of  larger  Hospitals,  one  very  commonly 
adopted  is  that  of  a  body  with  wings  projecthig  from  eith^ 
extremity,  somewhat  in  the  form  of  the  letter  H  To  this  there 
seems  to  be  no  reasonable  objection.  It  answers  in  a  great 
measure  the  important  desideratum  of  giving  the  air  free  access 
to  the  Building  "  (which  he  had  previously  shewn  was  not 
ihe  case  when  the  plan  was  quadrangular.)  '  It  is  a  form  to  be 
observed  iu  some  of  the  best  Hospitals  in  the  country,  and  was 
successfully  adopted  in  several  of  the  Military  or  Barrack 
Hospitals  erected  during  the  war.  Of  this  form  of  Hospital  I 
have  selected  lor  publication,  from  numerous  others  in  my 
possession,  a  sketch*of  the  General  Hospital  at  Oheltenham,  and 
this  for  two  reasons.  First,  because  it  is  one  of  the  neatest, 
most  commodious,  and  compact  little  Hospitals  with  which  I 
am  acquainted  ;  and,  secondly,  because  I  consider  it  a  good 
example  of  how  much  may  be  done  in  the  way  of  Hospital 
Building  with  a  very  moderate  sum.  The  whole  has,  it  appears, 
been  erected  for  £7,695,  including  an  extensive  system  of 
drainage,  and  the  front  wall  and  gates  of  the  large  enclosure 
around  it.  This  building  I  consider  highly  creditable  to  the 
Architect,  Mr.  Humphris."  The  total  cost  was  ^88,395.  The 
wings  have  separate  staircases ;  that  on  the  west  side  is  appro- 
priated to  males,  that  on  the  east  to  females,  the  centre  of  the 
house  being  occupied  by  the  officers  of  the  establishment.  The 
bath-rooms  are  convenient,  with  a  constant  supply  of  hot  and 
9old  water,  both  of  which  requisites  in  the  sick-room  are  also 
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httH  <m  in  the  different  irairds.  The  ardiitect,  Mr.  D,  f; 
Humphris,  provided  «t  his  own  cost  "  tfee  lifts,"  by  wbfieh 
proraions  and  xAkier  necessmries  are  carried  by  BMehinery  from 
the  basement  to  the  upper  floors. 

The  Establls^iiMint  of  a  General  Hospital!  in  iJkd  town  it  of 
siodeni  origin,  and  was  efl'ected  on  May  3,  1^1$.  On  MJareh 
8,  of  t^iat  year,  a  Vestry  Meeting  was  convened  and  adjonmed 
to  the  Assembly  Eooms,  to  March  9  following.  At  theaa 
meetings  it  was  onaainously  resoited  to  lound  a  Dispensary. 
At  the  first,  the  Eer.  Dr.  Foul^^s,  the  iooanibent,  pre^ded,  atii 
at  the  latter,  Lord  Ashtowa.  Drs.  Jatioeson  and  Parry  were  kha 
first  Pbjrsiciaiis,  and  Messrs.  Seager,  and  Newdl,  the  ftrsl 
Surgeons.  The  beoaerolent  undertaking  proved  a  f^reatboon;  a 
CSasuaity  Ward  was  afterwards  tMlded,  and  in  1839,  the  inatlta* 
tion  becafne  a  ^General  Hosfntal.  Progress  has  marked  its  caveer 
from  the  first;  the  pfemtses  used,  having  been  too  small  f(ir  the 
number  of  patients,  it  was  auocessiveiy  i«nioved  to  Wincdionh« 
street,  North-strect,  the  late  "  Free  Prees  Office,"  tJhe  Femala 
Training  School,  High  Street,  until  ultimately  the  noble  binildtng 
»ow  termed  "  The  General  Hospital,"  was  erected.  Thus,  from 
the  day  cyf  its  foundation,  pro^erity  has  markedits  career,  ita 
advantages  have  been  duly  appreciated  by  the  tnore  aHuent,  aa 
the  following  list  .of  benefactors  strikingly  maniifeets.  On  the 
passing  of  the  Chelteniham  and  <^xfOTd  Bavlwj^  Act^  that 
Company  paid  as  compensation,  the  sum  of  £6,117  12s.  M. 
for  the  premises  formerly  used  as  the  Hospital  in  the  Htgh- 
street,  it  being  poposed  that  the  line  should  pass  through  them. 
This  event  led  to  the  erection  of  the  new  edifice. 

According  to  the  report  issued  in  1861,  £1,000  had  beew 
anonymously  contributed  by  a  lady  towards  erecfting  the  ohapet, 
the  subscriptions  for  the  year  amounted  to  £1,875  16s.  dd.,  Iha 
donations  to  £412,  and  the  congregational  collections  to  £46^, 
the  legacies  to  £^59,  dtvideuda,  Sec.,  j^l4.  In-patients.  547  ; 
Out-patients,  4,679. 

From  this  k  will  be  seen  that  t^e  total  average  annuail  iaoome 
is  between  two  and  three  thousand  pounds,  while  upwards  of 
600  In«patients  are  received  and  nearly  5,000  Oort^patieiytS)  m 
addition  to  advice  and  medicines  given  at  the  Br^mch  Dtspen«ary 
ifn  Oxford  Passage,  near  the  Hiji^  Street.  A  moft  exquiaite  work 
of  art  iata  be  seen  in  the  Hospital.    It  is  a  statuary  i^presenAatiott 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


<rm  waM>vx9  ovaiuivw^ 


Ut 


oC  the  *'  Grood  Samaritan/'  and  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  £600, 
whieh  was  raised  mainly  through  the  exertion  of  a  deceased  medical 
gentleman,  G.  IFowler,  £sq. ;  it  is  the  work  of  a  Maoiohestfir 
•rtist. 

DONATIONS  TO  THE  HOSPITAL* 

Zeg^mes  of  Fifty  Pounds  and  upwards,  bequeathed  since  tie 
establishment  of  the  Institution, 

|!xeontors  of  the  late  C. 

Ufathieaoo,  Esq 100  0  9 

T    TomJittfl,  (one  moiety)  180  8  0 

JJrs  LigWhurn Ill  0  4 

P.  Boissier,  Enq.. 50  0  0 

H.  Broomfield.Esq 09  0  0 

Major  Barrett ^  4fi0  0  O 

Lady  Drake 207  12  10 

Mrs.   Bate  600  0  0 

Bon.  CarcfKne  flower 50  0  0 

Mite  CoUioeon  _...  177  1  « 

JoHn  Bailey,  Esq.  .........     60  0  0 


i^    fl. 

John  Kicbards,  Esq 100    0 

Mr*.  VaiUnnt  60    0 

MistGilhrnan 110    9 

WiUUm  Tidd,  Ei»q.„ 60    0 

Mr*.  Roughton  90    0 

Mrs.  Beaty  500  14 

A.M«U.»w.Biq 200    0 

George  Richards,  Esq 500    0 

Mrs.  Jane  Gubb%   « 200    0 

Mrs.  J.  Tarmer  60    6 

Miu  DeLancy  98  11 


« 
0 
0 

0 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Benefactors  of  Tifty  founds  and  upwards. 


S.  AndereoB,  Esq.  

Manr  Askew  .« 

4  Friend  per  Major  Askew 
Hon.Craven  Herkeley.M.P, 
Ch^riee  Tufton  Bliek,  B^k]. 
Sir  WiUittin  Burdett,  Bfurt, 

Jli»bert  C«pppr,  Esq 

Mrs.  Capper 

B.eT.  D.  Capper  

Paptaia  Oarpcmter,  B,.N. 

Captain  Carr 

Rev.  Francis  Close 

J.  Clutterbuck,  Esq 

MiatCooH    ., 

Rev.  R  Duke 

R.  Elli-on,  Esq 

Enrl  Fitahardm^  

Qeorge  Freeman,  Esq 

Thomas  FailJHmes,  E»q.... 

John  G  trdner.  Esq 

Mrs.  JutiD  Gnrthier 

Sainufl  Oist  Giai,  Bnq.  ... 
The  Duke  (»f  Gluuoester.. 
W.  Pemi  G.^kell,  E^q.  . 

He..  F.  D.  Q.lby 

C.  L.  Harford,  Esq 


£    s.    d. 

146  10    0 

62  LO    0 

50    0    0 

52  10    0 

110    0    0 

52  10    0 

1060    0    0 

621     0    0 

100    0    0 

768  10    0 

52  10    0 

52  10    0 

76    0    0 

60    0    0 

52  10 

5J    0 

151     6 

60    0 

5^  10 

200    0 

55    ^ 

70    0 

104  10 

.  1U5    0    0 

52  10    0 

52  10    0 


Rey.  T.  Harward  60    0 

Adrahvm   Mathcrall,  Esq.     50    0 
Bev.  Thomas   F.  Hrnnty    W  10 

W.  H.  Hr-nuey,  Esq 62  10 

Tlioraas  Heuney,  Esq 100    0 

Mn.  Henoey  810    0 

Miss  Hjnoka  I*)0    0 

E.  HoUnnd,  Esq.... 70    0 

Will  am  Inglftdiw,  Esq....  110  10 

Franeis  Jerrtfd,  Esq 52  1(J 

Thoinat  Jones,  Esq. 5^  10 

Mrs.  Mor^Hn  Hill    ...,..,.   121     0 

J.ihn  Vlortlock,  Esq 2G2  10 

Thomrts  Birr,  Esq 30    0 

Captain  Parr       ...., 50    0 

Thoraas   Pilkin^'ton,  Esq.    52  10 

Messrs.  Pitt  and     o 105     0 

Propneturs  of  Berkshire  ft 
Glouoestershire  Froviii* 
cial  Assurance  Company  107  17 
R.  A.  Rosenhagcn,  Esq.         73  10 
Hon.  Lord  de  8au mares...     72  18 

Hon.  Lord  Sl»erb«»rue 106     0 

R  C.  Cherwood,  E>q 52  10 

Mts.  Henry  l^ioinpson    ...     50    0 
Henry  Norwood  Trye,  E^    ^  3^0 
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John  Tamer.  Esq 75  10 

Rev.  Dr.  Wurneford   100  0 

Joseph  Wilkinson,  Esq. ..!     84  0 

G.  E.  WilliHm%  Esq 52  10 

Earl  F«tzliardinKe,  costs  re- 
ceived for  a  libel  from  ^he 
proprietor  of  the  Chclt- 

enhHin  Chrou^cle 59  0 

B.  Anderson,  Esq.,  House 

in  Townsend-street,  and  600  0 

Mrs.  Colonel  Lenuon 250  0 

Mrs.  Crew  ,.600  0 

G.  Rarvey,  Esq 52  10 

E.  K.  Lamb,  Ksq     60  0 

W.  E.  Lawrence,  Esq 100  0 


£  8.  a. 

John  Walker,  Esq 55  0  0 

Mrs.  Shipley  50  0  0 

MissVelley 100  0  0 

J.  Bemnn,  Esq 55  0  0 

Rev.  F.  D.Gilby 50  0  0 

T.  J.  Welles,  Esq.  (part  of 

legHcy) 100  0  0 

Miss  Baron 60  0  0 

T.  Champion  Esq    62  10  0 

T.  Barker,  Esq    : 100  0  0 

Mrs.  Capper 1000  0  0 

Mrs.  General  Campbell...     65  0  0 

J    Wilkinson  800  0  0 

Mrs.  Masin 500  0  0 

W.S 150  0  0 


PEMALB   ORPHAN  ASYLUM. 

The  patronage  of  Royalty  has  not  been  con6ned  to  tho 
Mineral  Waters  of  the  place,  but  has  extended  itself  to  benevo- 
lent objects.  The  Female  Orphan  Asylum  was  founded  by  the 
kindly  aid  and  influencee  of  Queen  Charlotte  in  1806.  This 
asylum  clothes,  boards,  and  educates  upwards  of  forty  children 
•who  are  trained  to  various  trades  suitable  to  their  taste  and 
abilities.  Orphans,  and  half-orphans,  are  alike  eligible  for  election, 
at  the  age  of  eight,  and  remain  until  they  are  fifteen  years  of 
age.  The  best  testimony  to  the  usefulness  of  the  Institution  is 
to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  hundreds  of  good  domestic  servants 
and  others  moving  in  a  higher  sphere  of  life,  have  received  their 
instruction  at  the  Asylum. 

The  present  elegant  and  commodious  Gothic  edifice  in 
Winchcomb  Street,  was  erected  for  the  use  of  the  oi*phans  in 
1838.  There  have  been  several  benefactions  to  this  excellent 
Institution  by  residents  and  friends.  In  1836,  Colonel  Ollney 
bequeathed  £500,  and  in  1845,  Mrs.  Sarah  Bate  bequeathed 
£500.  The  income,  which  is  derivable  from  voluntary  contribu- 
tions, avarages  about  £600  annually.  Specimens  of  the  Orphans' 
skilful  needlework  was,  in  1842,  presented  to  Her  Majesty 
Queen  Victoria,  who  was  so  pleased  with  the  preseut,  as  to 
become  one  of  the  patrons  oi  the  Asylum.  T.  Barber,  Ksq., 
the  Secretary,  who  died  in  1860,  bequeathed  a  legacy  oi  £3o0. 
The  total  annual  income,  as  reported  in  January^  1861,  was 
£1,00128. 
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CHAPTER  XXII.  . 
i^otietn    (2Dt)urcI)es. 

THE  inhabitants  of  Clieltenham  have  reason  to  congratulate 
themselves  on  the  number  of  Churches,  and  the  variety 
and  order  of  architecture  wliich  they  severally  display.  The 
erection  of  eleven  new  churches  in  a  space  ot  thirty  years,  at 
once  shows  the  very  rapid  increase  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
number  of  inhabitants  We  shall  here  describe  these  edifices 
in  the  order  of  date  at  which  the  congregations  were  founded. 

TRINITY   CHURCH. 

The  rapid  increase  of  the  population  of  the  town  made  it 
expedient  to  find  additional  church  accommodation.  Application 
was  made  to  Government  for  the  loan  of  £4,000,  and  to  the 
trustees  of  the  rectory  for  the  advancement  of  a  like  sum,  towarda 
the  erection  of  a  new  church.  The  first- mentioned  sum  was, 
however,  never  obtained  ;  and  as  a  consequence  the  undertaking 
was  for  a  long  time  delayed.  In  this  crisis.  Lord  Sherborne, 
the  then  Lord  of  the  Manor,  nobly  came  forward,  and  advanced 
the  required  sum,  secured  upon  the  rental  of  a  certain  number 
of  pews.  The  interest  of  his  lordship  was  purchased  by 
J.  A.  Gardner,  Esq.,  the  present  Lord  of  the  Manor.  This> 
the  first  modern  church  erected  in  the  town,  was  commenced  in 
1820;  and  on  April  II,  1823,  the  ceremony  of  consecratioa 
was  performed  by  ihe  Hon.  Dr.  Ryder,  then  Bishop  of  Gloucester, 
And  afterwards  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield.  The  undertaking' 
was  accomplished  at  an  expense  of  £10,000,  from  a  design  by. 
Mr.  Underwood.  The  edifice,  which  is  dedicated  to  the  Holy 
Trinity,  is  74  feet  in  length,  51  feet  in  breadtli,  and  will  seat 
900  persons.  Its  location  was  judicious,  being  placed  at  the 
top  of  Portland  Street,  adjoining  the  PittviUe  estate,  and  where 
no  other  place  of  worship  was  near.  It  is  a  most  substantial 
building  of  stone,  in  the  Gothic  style,  and  over  the  principal 
f^^^ance  is  a  square  tower^  surmounted  by  eight  light  ginn^e8». 
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The  interior  is  divided  into  three  aisles  and  two  spacious  galleries. 
The  organ  was  erected  by  Mr.  Hale,  of  Promenade  House.  The 
space  beneath  the  church,  as  well  as  the  ground  around,  have 
been  used  as  a  place  of  interment,  and  a  large  number  of 
influential  residents  arfd  visitors  have  been  buried  therein, — the 
walls  of  the  edifice  within  and  the  space  without  being  nearly 
covered  with  memorials  bf  the  dead,  the  sum  of  £500  having 
been  raised  by  the  sale  of  the  vaults,  was  invested  in  government 
secunty  as  a  reparr  fucd.  The  income  of  the  minister  is  secured! 
by  tber  d-eed  of  confsecratron  upon  the  rents  of  certain  pews-. 
The  Rev.  J.  Browne,  LL.B.,  the  late  respected  mitiistef,  was 
presented  with  a  residence  cafled  "The  Hayes,''  delightfuHy 
situate  in  Ifittvilie  Circus,  by  the*  congregation  of  this  church, 
j|»  ff  testimonia!  of  their  respect  and  esteem.  He  died  in  1857*. 
and*  was*  deservedly  honottred  with  a  public  ftmerat.  A  monument 
to  his  memory  was  erected,  by  subscription,  and  placed  in  front 
of  the  church,  where  he  had  so  successfully  and  faithfully 
ministered*  ttie  greater  period  of  his  life. 

TMs  church,  hke  the  parent  edifice,  has  always  been  fuffy 
attended.  It  is  quite  inadequate  in  si^e  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  present  numerous  flock  that  assembles  to  worship,  and 
which  has  increased  iu  numbers  since  the  settlement  of  the*  Rev. 
&.  Caithrop,  M.A.,  the  successor  to  Mr.  Browne.  The  Very  ReV. 
Hie  t}^wn  of  C&rlisle,  prior  to  his  being  presented  with  the 
iiicttmbcncy  of  the  parish,  wa^  curate  at  this  dhurch'.  The 
congregation  support  a  day  school,  and  many  benevolent  insti- 
tutiotta  connected  with  missionary  and  temperance  movementsr. 
According^to  published  statements,  Jll'200  per  annum  have  beeJn' 
OTtbicribed  bj  the  attendants  of  Trinity  Church  for  charitable 
objects.  The  tabular  statement  of  the  sums  collected  for  the 
year  ending  J^anuary  IStTl,  show  £1227  8s.  6id. 

•^he  Rev.  Jtjhn  Browne  was  born  at  Riverstown,  coftttityof 
Cbrt,  the  family  seat.  Hewas  educated  at  Eton,  and  proceeded 
to  Trinity  Coil^e,  Cambridge,  where  he  was  a  FeHow  Com- 
moner, and  totfk^  his  degree.  For  nine  years  he  w^s  cnrtite  of 
Ciastle  Bromwieh,  Warwickshire,  and  after  leaving  it,  came  td 
Cheltenham,  when  he  was  appointed  to  Trinity  Church,  where  he 
remained  nntif  the  time  of  his  decease*  His  congregation  some 
years  ago  presented  Mm  with  i^600,  collected  so  delicately  and 
QpiMj,  that  he  wssr  not  «W8(re  anything  was^  geing  oh  tin  (be 
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movitiiig  oF  presentatkm.  He  kad  for  a  long  tii»e  been  deftttymfg 
ekureil^  expenses  kom  fads  private  purse,  and  the*  eonj^regatioa 
eoileeteii  the>  above  simb  ta  fepaj  kini,  and  wi»lied  tlie  siurpkis 
(abwA  £800)  to  be  devoted  towards  bailding  a  larger  koose  lor 
He  HicreB&iH*?  ftiuitiy.  Easi  Haj^es  was  tkus  originated." 
{Cheltenham  Mxamimr^  Aug.  5,  18*57.) 

ax.  JOHM'ft    CUU&CH. 

Tke  second  modern  churck  erected  in  the  town  was  dediooteJ 
to  1^  Jo  lu,  and  tke  site  ckosen  was*  tk(e  top  oi^  Bevkekj  l:^trcet. 
It  was  btiiit  at  ike  jotni  expense  of  tke  Jiev.  W.  id.  FkiUtps,  B.!)., 
•I'  Gloucester,  amd  tke  Jiev.  J.  M<mlo«i.  it  wa»  oottsea»&ed  by 
tke  liigki  Bk:v.  Hr.  iktkei,  Biskop  ol'  Giouoestes^  January  fi^ 
1829,  and  will  aeeomodate  8(M)  persona.  U  is  built  in  tke 
dasaio  style ;  tke  eutcunce  is  orasmeiMte^i  witk  twoi  loity  piMara, 
over  wkie^  in  tke  centre,  is  a  tower  ooutainiug  a  public  dock* 
In  a  gallery  at  tke  entrance  doors  is  an  excellent  organ.  A  Day 
Sckool  room  is  situate  near  tke  editice,  and  was  erected  by  tke 
eoBgvegation.  SSeveral  neat  raura^  tablets  adorn  tk»  ckurck 
wiftbin.  iSt.  iokn'a  Ckufch  was  designed  by  Mrr  J.  P^wortk, 
fke  anAilrar  o#  several  eminent  works  on  arckiteetur»  and  land- 
scape gardening.  A  fine  painting  is  situarte  near  tke  altar.  The 
BMMical  departiuaiit  Las  long  enjoyed  a  kigk  celebrity,  aad  lull 
etiorat  serfiotts>  aye  pedbrmed  witi^  great  taste  8»id  alwlityv 
Attaeked  to  6ke>  edifiee  are  ^iokool  Eooms  for  ilatly  grauiitoue 
instruction.  Tk&  kist-ei«cted  mkiisCer  war  tke  £ev.  G.  Jiob«rt% 
M.A.,  formerly  viear  of  Monmoutk,  tken  incuad»ent  of  Idt.  Amm^ 
iiimekouse,  and  Lecturer  of  1^.  Andrews^  Holbenir  Me  ie  also 
iAown  a»  an  autkor,  and  among  otk^  worke  ke  pvbliskedi^ 
••The  Life  of  a  Biskop." 

ST.    J^llfta's    CMUJiGB. 

In  Suffolk  Sqsarev^was  commeoced  in  1820,  a  new^ehvick^ 
Whickr  was  eonsecrated^oH  October  6,  l^^%  by  the  iiigkt  iieVr 
Df ;  MobIc,  J^iskop  of  Giottoester,  and  deckea;te4t  to  iiiu-  JaoMs^ 
it  is  a  light  and  elegant  edifice  in  tke  Gotlno  style  f  aod  thv 
iifterior,  wkiek  is  surroaoded  by  galleries,  c^plaj^t  two  rows  el 
fofty  Gotkie  piUaf »  and  arekes^  terminating  witk  a  coved  oeiiiugu 
The  ckwrek,  which  is  estimated  ta  seaft  14<')4X  persoae^  was  boiii 
by  skares,  and  400  sittings  were  aet^apai^forlkeauppoel^ottkt 
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minister.  The  organ  cost  £700,  and  was  built  by  Gray,  of 
London  ;  and  in  consequence  of  its  power,  several  musical 
festivals  on  a  large  scale  have  been  in  past  years  held  in  the  church. 
Over  the  large  Gothic  window,  at  the  principal  entrance,  is 
a  public  clock.  In  JSorwood  Street  is  a  school  room  founded 
by  the  congregation.^  Tablets  to  the  memory  of  some  of  the 
deceased  worshippers  have  been  erected  in  the  church.  Mr. 
Jenkins,  a  resident  architect,  was  the  designer  of  St.  James's 
Church. 

The  congregation  is  a  wealthy  and  influential  one,  as  is 
evident  by  the  amount  of  the  collections  made  for  benevolent 
and  religious  objects.  The  £ev.  S.  Chamberlayne  was  the  last 
elected  incumbent.  His  predecessor,  the  Eev.  F.  D.  Oilby, 
filled  the  office  for  a  period  of  fourteen  years  until  his  retirement 
in  1857.  The  annual  statement  of  sums  collected  in  this  edifice 
for  the  year  endmg  January  1861,  was  £1077  88.  lOid. 

ST.  Paul's  church. 

St.  Paul's  Church  is  a  successful  atteinpt  at  adapting  the 
glassic  ^tyle  of  architecture  to  religious  buildings.  This  noble 
building  whs  built  after  designs  by  Mr.  Forbes,  Mie  architect  of 
Pittvihe  Spa,  and  was  intended  to  accommodate  1600  persons* 
The  front  is  a  fine  elevation  with  lotty  pillars,  and  is  well 
displayed  by  having  a  large  space  of  ornamental  ground  before 
it.  From  a  pediment  over  the  entrance  rises  a  tower  surmounted 
by  a  dome,  at  the  base  of  which  a  public  clock  is  placed.  This 
Qhurch  was  consecrated  July  12,  1831,  lly  the  Right  Bev.  Dr. 
Monk,  Bishop  of  Gloucester,  and  contains  a  lar^e  number  of 
tjree  sittinups.  It  was  erected  partly  by  conthbuiions  and  .partly 
by  grant  irom,  the  Church  Building  Commissioners.  The  for- 
mation of  a  congregation  in  this  particular  locidity  was  owing  to 
the  zeal  of  the  Kev.  Sir  Henry  Thompson,  Bart.,  who  laboured 
^8  the  minister  gratuitously  for  two  years  after  the  edifice  was 
completed^  and  also  presented  the  organ  now  used.  His  mother, 
liady  Thompson,  gave  tiie  clock ;  and  her  ladyship  also  at  the 
same  tiwe  presented  clocks  to  the  churches  of  St.  John  and  St. 
James. .  Spacious  school  rooms  for  infants  and  children  of  more 
mature  age,  are  erected  near  the  edifice,  in  connection  with  the 
Normal  College.  The  incumbent  is  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Bromby,  the 
l^nnoipal  of  the  ^lormid  Codege, 
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^  •The  largest  and  handsomest  6f  the  local  proprietarj  churches 
is  Christ  Church,  which  displays  its  lofty  exterior  on  the  summit 
bf  an  elevated  ground  at  Lansdown.'  It  is  a  splendid  edifice, 
arid  exhibits  the  style  of  Gothic  architecture  prcviilciit  In 
England  during  the  thirteenth  and  rmiiteentb  centuries.  It 
meas^ui'es  in  length  130  feet,  atid  is  107  feet  in  breadth.  The 
tower,  an  exquisite  specimen  of  the  ornamental  Gothic,  is  174 
feet  in  height,  and  isaconspicuoa:  object  from  upl.md  sitimtioDS^ 
both  in  this  and  the  adjoining  counties.  Tiie  pulpit  is  of  stone, 
carved  in  harraotiy  with  the  style  of  the  interior.  This  noble 
pile  was  ei-ected  after  design^  by  F,  Jearrad,  Esq.,  and  no 
fexp'enSe  wtis,  spared  to  render  it  complete  and  attractive  In 
the  gallery  at  the  tower  entrance,  is  a  fine-toned  organ.  This 
church  wa&  built  by  shares,  and  thvs  living,  afler  the  expimtion 
pf  40  years  from  the  date  of  erection,  derives  to  the  incumbent 
bf  the  parish.  Christ  Church  is  estiumted  to  coutain  2,000 
■sittings,  and  was  built  in  1840,  A  clock  was  added  after  the 
completion  of  the  edifice,  which,  from  its  elevated  position  in 
the  tower,  may  be  seen  and  heard  nt  a  coDsidcrabtc  dlsttinee. 

The  foundation  stone.of  this  beautiful,  structure  was  laid  in 
October  1?37,  by  the  then  Incumbent  of  the  parish — Dr.  Close. 
The  following  inscription  was  engraved  upon  the  plate  afced 
to  the  stone  ; — - 

'  "  The;  first  stone  of  Christ  Chmrch,  in  the  haMlet  of  Ahtone,  in  the  parish  of 
Cbeltealiam,  built  and  eRd,uw«d  accocdiog.  to  the  5  Q^o,  lY,  cap.  103,  see.  5.  The 
Kev.  i^rancis  Close,  A.M.,  iPerpetQal  Curate  of  Cfieltenhara *,  the  Rev.  William 
Cams,  A.M.,  Fellovr  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge;  Pearson  Thompson,  Esq., 
fiatheriey  .  Cottrt,  Gheltenham-^Life  Trustees.  Was  hid  by  the  said  Francis 
C^ose,  on  the  iOth  Qctoher,  1837,     R.  W.  aod  Q,  Jeayrad,  Architeqts." 

School  rooms,  ill  the  early  English  style,  are  lituate  near  the 
6hutch.  Mui'al  tablets  of  a  well-executed  character  adorn  the 
interior  6f  the  sacred  edifice.  The  Kev.  Canon  Boyd  was 
minister  until  his  appointment  to  the  living  of  Paddingtou* 
He  was -sntfceeded  by  the  Hev.  J.  Fenu  ia  1859.  The  retnra> 
of  the  amdnnt  subscribed  by  this  coiigri^gation  annually  average 
i  1 300,  and  "in  1854  it  was  as  much  m  £2,007  13s.  IJd. 
Mtertwb  sermons  on  behalf  of  the  Hospital  in  Februaiy,  1859, 
the  haridsotiie  sum  of  £95  18s.  lOd,  was  collected.  In  ISBO^ 
the  tjoritributrbns  amounted  to  J^  1 3  7  7  T  7s .  7dp 
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ST.  Philip's  chubch. 
In  a  line  with  Great  Norwood  Street,  on  the  Park  Estate,  a 
church,  dedicated  to  St.  Philip,  was  raised  in  1844.  It  is  in 
the  early  Gothic  style,  and  the  architectural  harmony  is  well 
preserved  throughout.  It  is  a  neat  structure,  and  a  tower, 
surmounted  by  four  pinnacles,  rises  to  an  appropriate  height. 
The  interior  has  a  neat  appearance,  and  the  walls  are  enlivened 
by  many  handsomely-executed  marble  tablets,  and  among  the 
number  are  several  to  the  memory  of  the  Burdett  family,  relatives 
to  the  rich  heiress.  Miss  Angela  Burdett  Coutts.  The  ground 
around  the  edifice  is  set  apart  for  burials,  and  a  number  of 
tomb  and  flat  stone  mementos  of  the  dead  have  been  reared. 
Connected  with  the  congregation  is  a  day  school,  carried  on  in 
a  room,  erected  in  the  early  Gothic  style,  in  the  Leckhampton 
Koad.  Mr.  Shellard  was  the  architect  of  St.  Philip*s  Church. 
The  Eev.  J.  E.  Kiddle,  M.A.,  late  minister  of  this  church,,  was 
an  eminent  author  as  well  as  divine.  He  published  a  Latin  and 
English  Dictionary,  and  many  other  popular  scholastic  works. 
He  resided  at  Tudor  Lodge,  near  to  the  church, — a  unique 
specimen  of  the  domestic  Gothic  style  of  architecture. 

ST.  Peter's  church. 

The  revival  of  a  taste  for  ecclesiastical  architecture  is  a 
gratifying  sign  of  the  times ;  and  our  own  locality  has  set  an 
example  well  worthy  of  imitation,  in  the  erection  of  St.  Peter's 
Church,  in  the  Tewkesbury  Koad.  This  successful  attempt  at 
representing  the  peculiarities  of  a  style  prevalent  in  England  ere 
the  Conqueror's  race  had  ceased,  was  executed  by  resident 
artists — a  fact  highly  creditable.  The  structure  belongs  to  the 
Norman  Komanesque  order,  and  consists  of  a  chancel,  nave, 
north  and  south  transepts,  with  a  central  circular  tower  and 
lanthorn.  There  is  an  organ  chamber  on  the  north,  and  sacristy 
on  the  south,  abutting  on  the  chancel,  which  terminates  with 
a  semi-circular  ground  apse,  pierced  with  fine  narrow  single-light 
windows.  The  north-west  porch  to  the  nave  has  a  richly-carved 
entrance ;  and  at  the  north-west  angle  of  the  nave  is  an 
ornamental  and  characteristic  bell  turret,  which  serves  as  a 
staircaise  to  the  west  gallery.  The  principal  feature  of  the 
church  consists  in  the  construction  of  the  large  central  circular 
tower,  open  the  entire  height — 90  feet,  which  with  its  ejegau^ 
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triforium,  produces  internally  an  imposing  effect.  The  tower  is 
supported  by  Ihe  domed  spandrils,  and  the  whole  weight  rests 
upoD  the  four  massive  corner  pillars.  The  roofs  are  open,  and 
constructed  with  rafters  nud  principals.  The  chancel  is  elevated 
on  six  steps,  and  paved  with  encaustic  tiles :  it  is  fitted  up  with 
a  massive  oak  communion  table, — ^a  handsome  copy  of  the 
Glastonbury  monastic  chair  being  |ilaced  stall-wise  on  each  side 
of  it.  The  communion  rails  afiford  an  imitation  of  Norman  oak 
carving.  The  pulpit  is  of  Pains  wick  stone,  and  has  sunk 
arcading  on  three  sides.  The  font  is,  with  the  exception  of  the 
designs,  a  copy  of  the  one  in  Lincoln  Cathedral.  It  consists  of 
a  square  bowl,  supported  by  a  central  pier,  surrounded  by  four 
disengaged  shafts  at  the  angles.  Tlie  designs  on  the  panels 
are — The  baptism  of  our  Lord ;  the  entrance  of  Noah  and  his 
family  into  the  ark;  the  healing  of  the  sick  at  the  Pool  of 
Bethesda ;  and  a  pilgrim  journeying  to  the  heavenly  city.  The 
windows  are  of  stained  glass — the  subject  of  that  in  the  east 
end  being  "  The  Last  Supper.'*  The  brackets  for  the  branches 
which  support  the  gas-lights  from  the  walls  are  extremely 
beautiful.  The  architect  was  Mr.  S.  W.  Daukes,  of  London  and 
Cheltenham,  and  the  builder  the  late  Mr.  T.  Haines.  The 
communion  table  and  chairs  were  executed  by  Messrs,  Urch  and 
Seabright,  and  the  communion  plate  by  Messrs.  Martin,  Baskett 
and  Martin.  The  foundation  stone  of  the  edifice  was  laid  on 
Sept.  6,  1847,  by  Sir  W.  Joaes,  Bart.,  of  Norfolk ;  and  the 
consecration  took  place  March  22,  1849.  The  cost  of  erection 
amounted  to  £4,630.  The  church,  which  is  capable  of  accom- 
modating 1050  persons,  is  endowed  with  £50  per  annum  from 
the  Church  Extension  Society,  £100  per  annum  from  Govern- 
ment, and  £60  from  the  late  Miss  Jane  Cook,  togather  with  a 
piece  of  land  in  the  Swindon  Road  for  the  poor  of  the  district. 
The  locality  in  which  the  structure  is  situate  was  coostituted 
August  8,  1845,  by  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  a  distinct 
parish  for  ecclesiastical  purposes,  under  the  title  of  "  St.  Peter's 
District."  The  Rev.  W.  Hodgson,  A.M.,  was  elected  the  first 
incumbent, — an  office  which  will  not  be  affected  eather  by  the 
voidance  or  death  of  the  incumbent  of  the  Parish  Church,  St. 
Peter's  district  being  complete  and  distinct  for  religious  pur- 
poses. The  ground  around  the  edifice  has  been  doYoted  to 
IntermeutB,  and  is  the  only  inodem  churchyard  besides  that 
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beldiigi%  to  Trinity  Gliurch,   bOnfeeorated '  wftklil^'th6?"iiteit&^ 
of  tbe  pamh.  *  "  >  t 

In  1858,  the  thte6^  centre  perpendicular  light*  fit  ti!i€  west 
end  of  Stv  Peter's  Church,  were  filled  with  stained  glass,  to  the 
mefflory  bf  Miss  Hodgson,  the  daughter  ^i  tln6  incumbent. 
They  represent  scenes  in  the  life  of  St.  Pet^r,  and  the  whole- 
effect  is  peculiarly  chaste  and  ecclesiastical,  forming  an  additional 
ornanaentto  the  beautiful  interior  of  the  chU|:eh.  In  lfe59,  the 
curate  of  the  church  was  presented  with  a  testimonial  4li  th^ 
shape  of  a  handsome  time  piece,  bearing  the  followitig' iri-^ 
scriptiofl :— •^  Presented  td  the  Eev.  George  Pruen  Ghjiffit4is;MvA.v 
by  frictids^  and  parishioners  of  St.  Peters,  Gheltenheina,  aaaamali 
token  of  affeetiouate  regard,  and  -  tfceir  high  es^imatioti  of  a 
feithful  ministry  whidl,  during  two  «nfd*  a  htt\f  jjreitts,  he  hai^ 
exercised  amongst  them. — June  14,  18^9.*'  .'     ; 

ST.  LUKB*»  cauicH. 

The  National  Schoolroom  in  the  Bath  Iload  haviiig  been' 
licensed  as  a  place  of  worship,  according  to  the  rites  of  thq 
Ghurch  of  England,  was  set  apart  Jbt  the  celebration  of  Divtn€( 
service  on  Sundays.  By- this  Tneans  a  congregation  was  formed, 
so  numerous  as  to  i?eqtfire  a  larger  building,  aind^^he  erectiou  of 
St.  Luke's  Church  on  a  site  of  land  a;s  near  as  could  be  pto- 
cured  to  the  schooli^oOm  Was  set  on  fbotr  The  edificf  i^  de^i^n^d 
after  'the  early  Eilgli^h  style;  and  a  spiral  towejr  rises  froin'  the 
centre.  It  is  situated  iu  Sir  Matthew  Wood's  Rpiii;"  and  1)ut'iff 
sbort  distance  froni  the  Pi-pprietary  College.  It -will  hold  one 
ttiousahd  persons.  The  seatd  are,  to  a  great  eitent,  free^ — ^ 
sufficient  number  befu^  let  to  rais6  a  "salary  for  the'  ministei'i 
It  Waa  erected'  iii  1855,  at  a  cost  of  i-4;00b.  The'  inteWoi* 
well  develops  the  early  Gothic  style  of  architecture.  The  R^fW 
W.  F.  Hdtrd^ock  vfra^  the  first  incumbent,  electdfi  at  the  erection 
of  theedijftce.'    ■  '  ^  '"■'  -     /  -;■[  _  '  :'  \'  ' /"     ,'-;"^ 

.,      ''"/•',./■.     'tHB  f*EMPO»iLlWr;CHt||tCH.;      ,.,;'■'     ,^  \:'.,il 

TfaePaiisb  Church  having  been  £or  sometime  id}os^d;^^di)iringi 
the  prbgrss^  d^the  works  wiueh  were  carried^  on  in  (^onsequeatje 
et  t^e  Oxder  in  Couiusil,  it  became  neeessa:ry  t(»  seek  some  otkei^ 
ediiee!  to  iaocombod^te  the  maily  w^o^shipp^siwho' ^regidftity 
as8btQl)led  theiremy    Th«  Tem^porajsy  Churelr  wias  conse^u^tly 
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Qre(*e4  in  18$9,  iott  trbe  sfite  Qf  the  CteretJoe  .Ho^fc^J,  jMid  bi^t  % 
sbiort  disitfince  frQrp,  th^.  parent  edifice*  jt  is  a  uiQsti,  svioof^ssfwlt 
a^empt.ta  meet  a^  exigency,  find  a  pa?8ep-by  wjjw  knew  nothmgt 
of,  jft$  his^iy,  wpnW  uot  fijfippQse  that. it  was  iatended  far  $i 
B«we  t^pdporary  struqtttre.  The  material, is  cojrrugated  iron^ 
flutediiawd  '  paiati^d  sfeqne  <?(4our.  It  ^HiU  seat  16  QO  per&oqs^ 
ai^d  i'9rl33  in-fengthj  by  6>  fe^t  in  brcadtb.  The  initeriosr  haa  a, 
ifpjy  light,  appearanoe,,  ^luJ  is  fitted  up  ^vith  all  the  \iisual' 
aeOQwpwmeatsof  .a  obftifcK  The.prgao  is  pkced  in  ^  gallery- 
at)  tbe)iW98t\  end*  Tbi^  !  Temarkable  n>o?:eable>  structure .  was- 
oaraplet^don  No?.  1>;  18&9.  v 

,  ST.,  mark's  church. 

T;}ie  freekold  land  «stat^  ou  the  (floupester  Boad,  near  the 
lilicjllai^  Station,  conaprises  a;  district  of  2p00  apres.  The 
i^uipber  oC,  .iahabitaqitS:,lj(;)cated  ,upon  it  without  the  meaup  of ,  ai 
ptap^  whereiip.  to.worship,  atrracted  attentiou,  a^d  a  subscitiptioa 
was  atjt  on  foot  for  tjie  purpose  of  erecting  a  cl^urch.  The 
appeal  proving  sucpessfi^l,  the  foundation  stoi^  of  ,St»  Mark's 
Gbvrch,  >«as  laid  pn  Sept-  i?0,  I8d0,  byytheEey.  W.  Carus,  MA., 
ope  of  th(?ttrijstjee«  pf  the  parish  Eectory.  The  edifice  is  on  an 
elevated,  sit^jtion, ,  and  is  designed  to  represent  jtb.e  pqinte4 
Qottic,.  £tyle!  of  the  foijirteenth  Qent^ry.  J.  Middl§ton»  i?^q*, 
was  the  architect;  and  the^  estimate  of  the  cost  was.ip3,l25» 
T]?i^,  ftftv;.,G.,P,  Griffiths  was  tlie  first  appointed  ii^c^mbept. 
t,^.  cqi^jregatjon  will  have  tyho  advfintage  pfjaiiesident  olergyr. 
Bfi^-^^  by .  thp  erection  of  a  p^fspftagej ,  hou^^e^  and  al^p  th^, 
e^l^l>l)sbi»ent  of.  a  s(?hoolr-a  mpst  desirable  object  in.this;4ai(y 
increasing,  cliat^i^t.  .The>  scbpolr^om  was  pp^ed  pn  Aug,  5, 
I^H^Uj  anjd  the  church  was  ccmseqrated  by  the  Bightr  B.ev.  Dr. 
Thon^^ojn^  Bishop  of  Gloucester,  on  Bleb.  8^  1862, 
,  Tl^e; Church  itself  is  designed  tp  ^ccommpd^te  a  pongregation 
pf  ,5l7;|^r5pns,  ^11  seated,  aiid  pf.  this  nurpber  267  sittings  ap^ 
fi^ee.,  ;  It  consist?  of  a  chancel,  nave,  and  tpwer,  though  thp 
li^tter,  owing,  to  a  want  of  funds,  has  not  yet  been  erected.  The 
chajncel  is  33  feet  by  20,  with  vestry  on  the  west^n  side,  and 
companion  facing  the  congregation.  The  nave  is  74  ft.  l?y  44, 
a,\i^  48  feet  in  height  ^  the  pujpit  and  readingdesk  being  pla^ied 
on  either  side  at  its^  junction  wi|h  the  chanccU  The  roofs  are^ 
a^'diedi  and  open^  and  to?  appearance  of  the  stained  tin^be^rs,. 
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with  the  circular  windows  of  coloured  glass  beneath,  gives  to 
the  interior  a  very  graceful  and  pleasing  effect.  The  pulpit, 
reading  desk,  and  font  are  of  stone.  The  builder  was  Mr.  J. 
Acock  ;  the  sub-contractor  for  the  interior  fittings,  Mr.  J.  Free- 
man, and  for  the  plumbing  and  glazing,  Mr.  Bourne.  The  funds 
for  the  construction  have  been  supplied  mainly  by  voluntary 
contributions  and  church  collections  in  the  town  and  neighbour- 
hood. The  Church  Building  Society  have,  we  believe,  made  a 
"  grant  in  aid  "  of  £500  ;  while  the  incumbent,  the  Rev.  G.  P. 
Griffiths,  has  contributed  the  munificent  sum  of  £11  Oi),  of 
which  £500  was  towards  the  building,  and  £600  towards  the 
endowment  fund. 

In  noticing  the  erection  of  this,  the  last  new  church  in  the 
parish,  we  must  also  direct  attention  to  the  fact  that  no  church 
has  existed  in  the  hamlet  of  Arle,  which  adjoins  Allstone  and 
"Westali,  since  the  days  of  the  Protestant  Reformation,  as  the 
following  account  will  narrate.  The  erection  of  St.  Mark's 
Church  therefore  meets  the  spiritual  wants  of  an  increasing 
neighbgurhood,  which  have  hitherto  been  for  centuries  neglected. 

Arle  Church  formerly  existed  at  the  adjacent  village  of  Arle 
— an  ancient  hamlet  of  Cheltenham,  and  now  part  of  the  parish. 
The  discoveries  of  antiquarians,  both  from  documentary  evidence 
and  ecclesiastical  relics,  prove  the  former  existence  of  this  ancient 
edifice,  of  which  no  memorial  now  stands. 

In  the  valuable  registries  of  Cirencester  Abbey,  collected  and 
published  in  Prynn's  MSS.,  Arle  is  designated  Alra,  and 
described  as  having  a  church,  which  *•  was  given  to  the  mother 
church  of  Chiltham  (Cheltenham)  by  Walter  de  Bruscella,  whose 
heirs  continued  long  after  at  Leckington  (Leckhampton)." 

Exhumations  of  recumbent  effigies  and  flat  grave  stones 
of  the  Crusader  period,  as  well  as  portions  of  stone-work  of  the 
Norman  style,  have  occurred  during  the  past  century.  Among 
the  portions  of  the  old  church  which  have  been  found  was  a 
massive  beam,  bearing  the  sacred  monogram  in  Norman-Latin, 
and  the  dale  of  1250,  This  was  probably  the  support  of  the 
rood-loft,  which  was  placed  between  the  chancel  and  the  nave ; 
and  the  discovery  with  so  early  an  inscription,  proves  the  very 
remote  period  at  which  the  structure  must  have  been  reared.  "  In 
various  parts  of  the  village,  portions  of  stone  effigies,  bearing 
evident  marks  of  high  antiquity,  have  been  excavated  at  different 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


UOBBSN  CHtJROHBS.  455 

times ;  relics  of  the  Norman  order  of  architecture  and  portions 
of  human  bones  are  of  frequent  occurrence."  (Snell). 

Arle  Church  no  doubt  was  used  as  a  temple  of  worship  until 
the  period  of  the  Reformation,  for  it  is  incidenily  alluded  to  in 
ecclesiastical  valuations  up  to  that  period.  Arle  was,  in  the 
monastic  era,  a  place  of  importance,  and  gave  name  to  a  family 
of  wealth  and  influence.  There  is  an  estate  in  the  hamlet  called 
Arle  Court,  of  very  great  antiquity.  For  a  long  period  it  was 
occupied  by  a  family  who  derived  their  name  from  the  place. 
The  last  on  the  male  side  of  this  ancient  family  was  John  Arle, 
who  died  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  The  daughter  of  this 
John  Arle  married  Robert  Greville,  who  afterwards  sold  the 
estate  in  the  second  year  of  Henry  VIII.,  to  WiiHam  Greville, 
his  brother,  one  of  the  most  learned  and  illustrious  judges  of 
that  period,  whose  remains  are  interred  near  the  communion  table 
of  our  parish  church.  By  the  marriage  of  the  daughter  of 
Judge  Greville,  the  estate  reverted  to  the  Lygon  family,  and  in 
like  manner  to  Sir  Fleetwood  Dormer,  who  married  Catherine, 
daughter  of  John  Lygon,  who  was  only  son  of  Bichard  Lygon, 
of  Maddersfleld,  in  Worcestershire,  by  his  second  wife,  Margaret, 
daughter  of  John  Talbot,  Esq.,  of  the  Shrewsbury  family.  The 
estate  shortly  afterwards  devolved  to  Judge  Dormer,  and  again 
to  Mrs.  Catherine  Dormer,  of  whom  it  was  purchased  by  the 
Hon.  John  Yorke.  It  was  next  possessed  by  T.  Packer  Butt,  Esq., 
of  Minehinhampton,  whose  family  still  hold  it.  What  now 
forms  a  portion  of  the  Arle  Court  Estate  was,  at  a  very  early 
period,  a  separate  manor,  the  property  of  an  important  ecclesi- 
astical establishment.  In  those  days  when  convents  and 
Catholic  temples  first  existed  in  England,  each  devotee  strove 
to  provide  for  their  support  and  maintenance  by  bequests  of 
various  kinds.  The  "Lanthony  Priory"  was  endowed  by 
Walter  de  Hereford,  and  among  the  land  bequeathed  was 
the  manor  of  Redgrove  at  Arle;  the  Priory  held  possession 
of  the  property  until  the  dissolution  of  monastic  institutions  by 
Henry  VIII.,  at  which  period  it  was  rented  by  William  Lygon 
"  for  six  shillings  reserved  rents.'* 

An  andent  and  shaded  avenue  of  trees  still  exists  near  Arle 
Court.  There  is  an  air  of  antiquity  abont  the  spot,  and  if  we 
can,  in  imagination,  add  to  the  scene,  the  once  Norman  church, 
we  may  form  some  idea  of  the  primitive  appearance  of  Alra. 
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1  .  •.  •  .•,■"<  '.')/.  ■'!'.•.'. 

CHE1»TWHA14  was  the  Bbi)i£le  ot  persoaw  fepWing  Nowson- 
forwing  sentinaQiiU  at  a  y^ryi^rty  ptffipd-K  lu  thet  17th 
century  there  were  three  families  iti;  thjB  towa  Tfho.  represented 
the  three  denominatiooe   of   i'rie^ds,  -English  Pre^l^yiwans 

^  (Uuitaifiaps),  aud  Baptists.  These  were  the  MasQi^s  (Friends) 
who  occupied  the  property  since;  converted  into, tj^e. Old  WelU,; 
the  Sturo^s  (Unitarians),  who  owned  the  Manor  oC  SHfind<^» 
and  prope|.:ty  in  t(ie  towp ;  and  the  Ashmeads  (Bi^ptist^y^  wlip 
were  also  cpnaiderable  property-holder?.  Judgi^ig  ,ffowni(,l|e 
bequesjbs;  which  hayj^  be^  mac|e,it  is  eriid^iU  that)  ikfm  em^ 
Pissepter^  WWP  peysors ; oif  ipfluenoe, jind  it  ,is.n.ot(th^rpforeiA 
njattejrof  surprise  that  a  Friends'. meeting  hou$e..shQuWiha(ViB 

..been  e^eaed  sq  earjy  as  1660,  a  Unitarian  Chapei  in,  I66?,,fti>d 

,a  Baptiiat  CJiapel  in,  17QQ,,t)ie  beqneista Wooing  to wWcblaa^- 
named  pl^^^  at  tl^e  present  (^ay»  are  nearly  £1,00  per  anviujD. 
With  the;  i^creaae  of  population  l)v^Qnte]:s  have  a]$p  m^hipliet^, 
and  the,  ,towi[^  is  now;  adorncjcji  with  j(nany  ejegant,  P<tape8  of 

.worshipy  ^s  we  sh^  e^nd^avowr  to  detail.  i  . 

Tfiil    CONORDGATIOKAI.    CHA'PEt.  " 

The  Congregational  Church,  in. Winclico«nb  S<frj?e;t,  iaone/of 
,the  handsomest  structures  belonging  to  Di^enteris  ia,thp,^ww« 
It  is  of  the  Decorated;  Go tjiip,  and  was  built  from  ^esjgufi  by 
Mr.  S»  Onieiy,  architect.  This  elegant  building  was  ope^^^  f?r 
divine  worship  ou  June  8,  1852^  It  is  estimated  i^  bftye  cq^t 
^68,000,  and  will  spat  1200,.  ,  ^      . 

The  Cong^egatipnalists,  or,  aa  they  arc  historically  a^led, 
Independents,  ivere  among  the  earliest  bodies  form^  upou 
Nonconformist  principle^  in  the  county.  Although  ^q  e^^y  as 
the  year  1699  they  ^existed  at  Mafsh^eld,  ai^d  plaqes;Qontigu,o,ua, 
yet  there,  is  no  account  of  their  having  been  kuownaj^^CJ^elt- 
enbam  prior  to  1814.    la  that  year,  and  for  aotpe^M^ie^ift^- 
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jv7^d8«!8|QT^iiI  yowgt  cfmdidftte^ior  ^«.9iipi8tT7  legnItMrfy/OWH 
•dpcted  w«r»bip  acipaxdiag  to  .the  praoti^  of  ♦ke,  Co9g?fgap 
!tionali3ts,  \n  tie, old  ch^pe)>  ni^ar  Albiou  Street.  ■  la  A8i7i 
J[Hg\xbury  cbiip^i  itt  Qypsvenor  Street^  wf^*  b>iilfc  hj  Mwt  W^lfi 
ofsL^Vfts,  Swpex.  ^  Thie  firat  ^limster  w?i8  the  Ilav.,J.  Snow, 
tipn  Qf  the  Baptist  persuasion,  fpr  whpse  ^pe<Jial4ise  )th|a  e4ififie 
jwas  erected.  At  ^he  secession  of  Mr., Snow,  the  bnildiijig  wm 
sold  i)y  auoWcgi^  imd  was  pqrch^s^d  by  th0t  la^e.  ftey*  Jenkiu 
ThoTBas,  who  afterwards  sold  .  i|t  fpr.  £1,300 .  tp  the.  late 
T..  WilfK)n,  Esq.,  and  t^le  I^y^  Joh^  Bnwleii,  wJk)  invested  it  in 
jthp,  .h«#ds  of  fiyq  different,  t^Hstees  for  the  v»ejo{  Congref 
gatiouiUistfe  by  whom  it  wrq  opened  jo  li827.  The  huqaber  of 
worshippers  at  first  was  not  pum^ouQ,!  butt  likte  the  other.  loe4 
aftftucon&nrwing  eoQieties,  the  Independents  hjty^.pow  ine^enied  so 
inuch  ^  ^0  establish  branch  ch?ipels ;  in,  QO^nection  .ivitU  th? 
jpajrent  Que.  ;  The  Eqv.  W.  Caropbejl  ^as  ^he  stated,  mini^^  9f 
JJighbviiiy, Chapel  fr^m.l832,to  1838,  iwd.wftsioUpwed  byjih)? 
'Kpy,  §.  Martin,  nq^j^f  ,>ye?tfnip8it^n,undei  whpjse  ministry 'th9 
number  of  attendants  greatly  inqre^s^d-  .Dwriftg.M;K,  Martin*? 
pastorate  the  chapel  debt  was  cleared  off,  school-rooms  were 
built  and  their  cost  defrayed. 

j.>  TJbe.fley,  A,  M-Btown,,IiI^.p.,  ww.the  nepLt  pft$tPr*  ftnd 
jPQmn^Aced  hia  duties  Jan.  8,,  1843.  Tb«i  pIiQ<|ttenee^ainK} 
earne^tne^  of  this  eva^geUqal  preacher .  soon,  attracted  hwfge 
audiences.  The  co^gregatioa  bepqp^ing.tOQ  large  for  iHighbm^y 
iPhapel>  th«  present  noble  edifice^was;  pi^oje^ted  and  eoAiplQted 
,und^  the  auspices  4)f  the  Bev.  Dr,  Brown,  wha^at  th^cp^iod 
of  i^&  opening,  had,  completed :  the  niQth  yeariof  hi*  mioisitryi 
^d  with,  an  increasing, eongregation  cQnnectedt  therewith-:;  ,  i , 
j  ,i  At  the.  Congregational  awmal  injecting,' held  at  th«fe)yal  Old 
yVells  ipk.June  ,li861,  theJRey*  T-  Baines  a%d^din  cQn^pnatubtoiy 
ti^ms  to  the  fact  of  the  debt  w.^he^  building  fuad  of  theicbM^efe 
naviilg  been,  liquidated*  He  thought  it  no  dightj  thiftg  fof  that 
congiegation  to  have  paid  f  IQ^OQOin  aeven^yeara,  aftditeatified 
that  the  work  had  been  inost  cheeyfuUy  and  wiUingfly  a^eomr 
plished.  The  Congregational  Chapel,  in  the  Tewkesbuiy  Jioad, 
was  originally  built  by  the  Primitive,  Melhodista,  of  wfcom  it 
was  purchaaed  by  the  i  Bristol  and  Crloucestarshire  Con^r 
gaticmal  IJnion,  .  :    „ 

i.   "JPreis^iatim  tQ  J)r.  ^irwWirrrThp  nemWrs  of  ^tfve Uav.  JKu. 
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Brown's  bible  cl»sd  took  occasion,  on  tbeir  assetet)lii^  last 
Thursday  at  Highbury  School,  Grosvenor  Street,  to  present  the 
rcT.  doctor  with  a  handsome  writing  desk.  It  wa^  presented  in 
the  name  of  the  members,  by  Messrs.  Alder  and  Chick,  and  is 
compost  of  Coromandel  wood,  and  bears  a  pkte  with  the 
inscription ;— *  To  the  Rev.  A.  M.  Brown,  LL.D.,  from  thfe 
members  of  his  bible  class,  March  81st,  1859.'  The  desk  is 
very  elegantly  fitted  up,  with  every  requisite  in  a  superior  style." 
{Cheltenham  Examiner,  April  6,  1869). 

Highbury  Chapel  is  now  used  as  a  school-room,  and  the 
British  system  is  adopted  with  success.  The  large  numbers 
who  have  in  years  past  been  educated  at  this  school  must  render 
its  influence  of  a  very  extensive  character. 

^*  Hiffhbury  BrUiah  School,  Grosvenor  Street. — This  school 
has  again  been  examined  by  J.  Bowsteftd,  Esq.,  Her  Majesty's 
Inspector,  who,  having  last  yeal*  reported  that  the  school  hiad 
attained  to  a  position  of  first-class  efficiency,  reports  this  year 
that  it  continues  to  be  a  well-ordered  and  efficient  school/* 
{Cheltenham  Examiner,  June  1861). 

THE   BAPTIST   CHAPELS. 

The  history  of  the  Baptist  Dissenters  is  in  fact  the  histoiy  of 
the  rise,  origin,  and  progress  of  th«  great  principles  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty.  They  were  identified  with  the  first  struggle 
that  was  made  on  behalf  of  the  inalienable  rights  of  conscience, 
and  which  ended  in  the  acknowledgment  of  the  duty  of  every 
individual  to  enquire  for  himself  in  matters  of  religion,  and  to 
maintain  and  practice  his  rightful  conclusions.  The  Baptists, 
or  Anabaptists,  first  sprung  up  in  Germany,  at  the  period  the 
great  Luther  was  laying  the  foundation  of  the  Protestant 
Beformation.  Although  so  early  as  the  year  1400  there  were 
individuals  in  England  who  denied  the  efficacy  (^  infant  baptism, 
and  who  were  persecuted  for  broaching  their  opinions,  yet  it  was 
not  until  the  period  of  the  commonwealth  that  they  openly  made 
an  attempt  to  form  Baptist  societies. 

The  first  notice  of  Baptists  existing  in  Gloucestershire  occurs 
in  Calamy's  life  of  the  celebrated  divine,  Baxter.  Baxter  was 
driven  from  Kidderminster  on  account  of  his  Nonconformist 
sentiments,  and  sought  shelter  at  Gloucester,  in  the  year  1660. 
His  biographer  says  "  Hg  retired  to  Gloucester,  where  he  found 
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a  ciril,  courteous,  and  religious  people.  It  was  in  tbis  retire- 
ment that  he  met  with  the  first  Anabaptists  that  erer  he 
was  acquainted  with.  About  a  dozen  young  men  or  more,  of 
considerable  parts,  had  received  the  opinion  against  infant 
baptism  and  were  re-baptised,  and  laboured  to  draw  others  unto 
them  not  far  from  Gloucester.  The  minister  of  the  place, 
Mr.  Winnel,  being  hot  and  impatient  with  them,  it  was  thought 
hardened  them  the  more.  He  wrote  a  considerable  book  at  that 
time  against  them  ;  but  the  nation  having  then  no  great  experience 
of  the  tendency  of  their  principles,  blamed  Mr.  Winnel  for  his 
asperity  towards  them.**  The  seed  which  these  "  dozen  young 
men  "  sowed,  fell  upon  good  ground,  for  at  the  passing  of  the 
Act  of  Uniformity,  in  1662,  we  find  that  the  following  ejected 
ministers  in  the  county  embraced  their  principles,  and  minis- 
tered to  Baptist  congregations  at  the  places  named : — Rev.  T. 
Jennings,  at  Brirapsfield  ;  Bev.  T.  Fisher,  at  Yanworth  ;  Rev. 
T.  Frinn,  at  Kemply ;  Rev.  J.  Head,  at  Bourtonon-the-Water; 
Rev.  T.  Palford,  at  Stroud.  In  addition  to  these  may  be 
mentioned  several  persons  ejected  at  the  same  period  from  the 
office  of  master  at  some  of  the  endowed  free  schools  of  the 
locality,  and  who  afterwards  became  pastors.  From  the  same 
valuable  work  we  also  learn  the  origin  of  the  various  divisions 
which  exist,  even  at  this  day,  among  this  sect.  In  1661,  says 
Calamy,  "  began  the  miseries  of  Gloucester ;  for  while  the 
Anabaptists  increased  on  one  side,  one  Mr.  Hart  came  from 
Herefordshire  with  Mr.  Vaughan,  a  gentleman  who  drew  many 
to  separation ;  and  next  came  Mr.  Bacon,  who  drew  to  Anti- 
monianism."  The  Baptists  from  this  period  have  gone  on 
trpidly  increasing  in  numbers,  so  much  so  that,  at  the  present 
day,  there  scarcely  is  a  town  or  even  the  smallest  village  in  this 
extensive  county  in  which  a  congregation  does  not  exist.  This 
fiact  stands  prominently  forth  to  the  observation  of  even  the  most 
cursory  visitor  to  our  locality,  and  is  a  proof  of  what  is  to  be 
achieved  by  a  firm  and  uncompromising  adherence,  in  the  hour 
of  trial  and  persecution,  to  the  principles  of  religious  liberty. 
Cheltenham  had  its  professors  of  this  faith  at  a  very  early  period, 
for  the  resident  Baptists  had  become  sufficiently  numerous  in  1700 
to  erect  a  place  for  their  religious  meetings.  This  building, 
which  is  yet  remembered  by  many  of  our  old  residents,  had  a  very 
antiquated  appearance,  and  was  only  38  feet  in  length  by  30  in 
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BfjJ  too  311] J Jl  for  tlie  increased  nuiiibtr  of  profe8^Qrj^,,.,jtt  injas 
taken  down  iu  IB 20,  and  tbe  boh^  spacious  chapel  betpre-naii^iiea 
erected  m  ita  pkce^  at  tbe  coat  ol'  £1,600.  T^'b^  fQilpwing 
ministers  successively  served  at  these  two  original  .plaq^  ^^j.iw 
Baptists;' — .Me  vs.  Joseph  Price,  Eliezar  llening,  ^npiftas  perbfs^', 
Samuel  Dunscombej  High  H.  VYiiiiains,  George  Gl|)b3,  ^e,u;L;y 
WaUoH  and  Jenkjn  Thomas,  After  the  resiguatioii  ot.  tb^  l^St-* 
named  in d efati ga h if  p as i o r,  t he  pu Ipi t  wn s  t u p pJ  i pd  by  va^f oua 
persons,  until  tbe  settlement  of  the  Kev.  Jas.  Suiiih.;  ,11^,1839, 
anotlier  chapel  of  this  denomination  was  opened,  ij|;i^,^gje|jjif 
Btreet,  and  the  congregation  aasembling  tiiei^  under  the  ini^stry 
oi  the  He?.  W  G,  Lewis,  erected,  in  IS 44,  tie  ve?^'  apacoQUS 
and  noble  Gothic  edifice  now  ornamenting  Clarepfle,, Street* 
Anotlier  congregation  has  also  been  lormed,  so  that^juheUenbam 
has  now^  three  distinct  Baptist  chapdn  A  proof  that  th^ 
Baptist  cause  was  formerly  espoused  by  local  residej^a  pf  ^ealt)^ 
and  influence,  is  ibe  fact  that  bc^iuests  were  made  for  th^^be^pi^t 
pf  the  poor  professors.  The  rent  of  tbe  land  on  which,  houses 
in  Chapel  Street  and  other  places  adjacent  (ire  buiit,,  and  also 
ELOliey  in  tlic  funds  were  left  for  annual  diitributipa^^  ai^pi^gst 
the  poor  attendants  of  Bethel  Chajjcl,  the  particulars,  ojf  whie^i 
will  be  found  in  the  chapter  on  "  Endowed  Charities.'' .  Eb^msKei) 
phapel  iu  King  Street,  originally  built  by  the  Wesl,e^aoi^  was 
occupied  by  the  Baptists  \  and  tlie  congregEitio;;!  ,ujqd6r  th^ 
pastorate  of  the  £ev,  J*  Smith,  before  referred  to,  ^Qt\,p^  id.  jxew^ 
place  of  worship,  kuowu  as  Catnbray  Chapel,  in  1856^  i^TM?! 
edillee  is  in  the  Itahau  style,  from  designs  by  ilx.  ,Ii|j  J)«fng^rf} 
liuid,  tbij  Borough  Surveyor-  The  cost  of  ereetioa  lya^  £6,000^ 
The  uiinister,  tbe  Eev»  J.  Smith,  ia  the  wcll-kno^i;i  author  p^ 
many  devotional  works.  The  celebrated  meircpolitan  preach^ri 
the  Eev.  C,  Spargeou,  has  fj'e(j[uenUy  preached  iu,^his  buildiipg 
to  large  audiences.  <  ;  •.   , 

The  foundation  atone  of  Salera  Chapel  was  laid  Q^  ^oy.  f», 
1843,  cuid  the  building  was  o]iened  on  June  6,  1844-  The  coat 
of  ei'ection  was  £4,000.  In  the  gallery,  iibultiogtihe  very 
beautifui  window,  is  an  exccUent  organ.  The  only  lo,cat  hurial 
ground  belonging  to  tlie  dcnominalion  is  the  ont^.,  attached;  to 
Bethel  Chapel.  •      ,..    • 
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The  Bkplfeti  hfet«  branch  bhtoebfttDflOst  of  the!  heighb<y<i¥in!^ 
yiHages;  and  'schools  and  other  ienevoknt  idstkutions  ift6 
connected  wfth  the  differeftt'(Jongiregfitwnl3.       '     " 

The  firsiintrodiiction  of  W^gleytitt  Methodism  iti.  Gheltenbairi 
was  Owing  U  the  indiv^laal  exertions  of  theJofT'eat  founder 
hiflftscflf*  Tfce  dxtraiordkirtvy  dar^eifdf' John. Wesley  has  beeii 
fohFtnnatfely  dethUfed  by  hJm  irt  ^is  WelUknowiv  jo^Urttal*  Fr(*fi 
Ais  terjr  <$bploiis  vrork  we  learn  that  Mr,  Wesley  fiirst  visited 
Ghrikenhgfto'^oti  Aiirg  4,  1744.  The  sp^  Waters  were  just  then 
bec^rtkig  famottu,  =  and  the  place  -iras  em^gfng  frt)m  its  obsottre 
ajnd  711^^^6411(6  chahicter,  and  attracting  the  attontioii  of  the 
titleiJ  smd  wealthy.  At  tMi  period  the  btfly  Dissehting  chapefe 
in  thetoytn  w^i-e^^the  ^^)ti^t  Ohapeli  Friends*  Mefeting-hotise; 
mid  th^'Utiitarian  Chap^,>eat^  of  which,  from  its  antiqtflty, 
i4«9«^de6dingly  ^n^tiU  ctnd  dil;(pMate<l.'  The  vetferabk  fbttdd«r 
df  Methodism  could  nol^vail  hiniself  of  either  of  thede  places, 
sk>  hd  jfedortfed  to  the  ^arkfet  Vhee,  i  rttde  strncture,  open 
bnfttt  tsVdefe,  and  snpport)^d 'by  sfohe  pillnrs,  whifeh  occupied  'thQ 
fmntf^ofithe'  present  Plough  Hdteli  **Here,'*  sttys'Mp.WeB!^, 
•*  It  being  'the  ^efftsott  for^driiilrittg  the  waters,  I  addressed  ond 
of  the  Itfi^esi'  atHtieab^s  that=  ever  assembled  there.  The  Ibdtibett 
ill  Uvfirycrelaied  R^dlstiitb6rt6el  hnt  liponl  my  speakirig  t<^  them, 
thfty.-werei  ttttientlt^.*^  Thfis^  visit  is  also  mentioned  in  ^*The 
I^fe  "dif  the  "Coiintesfe  of  Hutrtingtion,"  wherein  it  is  stated-  that 
MtJ  Wesley  colleotied'  the^awtdiewefe  as  thisy  were^  c<^miAg^  out  erf 
the<Parr^  dl^ufrch,'aBd  afterwtols  hartingued  them.'  ItM^^pis^nK 
thiathi» preaching. had  tb^tt^  little  weight  with  tlie inhabtlantsi 
but(,  mithihg  (lauttW^d'aithfi*  fitst  Vece{>tioti,  On -October  "2 ftthv  m 
rt»e  srt|n*<  year,|ihei  paid  d  seobiWl  tisit,  preaching  from  the  textj 
••By' graoa  yc  are  sa^cdi''  which,  howev^t,  was  equafljy  un-* 
subbessful/ foi^,  he- says,  **♦  thrf  company  sefemed  just  as  much  t© 
understand  what  I  sai^l'a^^if  I  had  been  talking  dreek  afwi 
Latin;'^  .II«^  Wetit  ithe  «arae^'diiy  «6  the  adjacent  vJlla^. of 
Gothet'i^glbn,  ^hereiv6''had'a  most  inltelligent  ^dit6iy:  aiid>$t; 
is^orthy  of.  tt^ate,  IhAt  Mf.^  Wesliey  preached  scferaji  times'  ai 
tbat^  place,  ^and  «ipress<&8  himself  highly  pleaded  witj^  'thet 
£rttentiow  which  b^  «e«iwithi  '  At  thrjjir^eftt  day  ^rothferiiigtoa; 
•^-^^a^kit^d  and  obadm^  as*  it' isM^s  stUlA  Bisse«tin|^  elatiouu 
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4S2  HI&TOftY   OF    GBBLTENHAM. 

It  was  not  until  twenty-two  years  afterwards  that  be  again 
attempted  to  disseminate  his  tenets  in  this  town,  and  he  then 
appears  to  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  the  use  of  a 
dwelling  house  for  the  purpose.  He  made  this  visit  on  March  1 7, 
1766,  and  appears  somewhat  pleased  at  the  result.  He  says, 
"  At  ten,  I  preached  at  Cheltenham.  Here  I  was  in  a  strait. 
The  house  would*  not  hold  half  the  people,  and  the  wind  was 
keen  enough.  I  preached  in  the  open  air,  and  I  did  not  observe 
any,  rich  or  poor,  go  away  until  I  had  completed."  This  last- 
mentioned  date  may  be  said  to  commence  the  history  of 
Methodism  in  this  town.  It  appears  that  converts  were  then 
made,  one  of  whom  opened  his  dwelling  house  for  meetings. 
That  such  must  have  been  the  case  is  evident,  from  the  fact  thiat 
Mr.  Wesley  records  a  vis;t  in  the  October  following  in  these 
words ; — **  I  visited  the  little  society,  and  found  them  quite  free 
from  bigotry  or  prejudice."  On  Jan.  16, 1768,  in  noticing 
another  visit,  Mr.  Wesley  remarks : — "  About  ten  I  preached  at 
Cheltenham — a  quiet  and  comfortable  place,  though  it  would  not 
have  been  so  if  either  the  rector  or  the  Ana-baptist  preacher  had 
prevented."  This  great  man  did  not  again  visit  our  town  until 
sixteen  years  afterwards :  this  was  on  March  17,  1784,  when 
his  audience  was  but  small,  and  to  use  his  own  words*  '*  cold 
and  dead  enough."  This  was  his  last  visit,  for  he  was  now 
81  years  of  age  I  but  he  lived  seven  years  afterwards,  engaged 
to  the  last  in  his  favourite  and  laudable  pursuit.  Thus,  at 
various  times,  during  a  period  of  forty  years,  Mr.  Wesley  broached 
his  sentiments  to  this  then  humble,  but  now  highly  favoured  and 
populous  town.  The  converts  to  the  cause,  about  the  period  of 
their  founder's  decease,  rented  the  small  chapel  which  formerly 
existed  near  Albion  Street.  Here,  amidst  much  ridicule  and 
persecution,  they  occasionally  met  for  the  purpose  oi  public 
worship,  for  strengthening  and  consoling  each  other,  and  for 
general  religious  improvement.  A  few  years  afterwards  the 
ministerial  office  was  filled  by  Mr.  Oliver  Watts,  a  bookseller, 
who  had  then  settled  in  the  town.  The  population,  through 
the  fame  of  the  mineral  waters,  had  now  increased  to  full  20,000, 
and  bigotry  having  become  greatly  abated,  the  congregation  so 
far  improved  that  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  erect  a  suitable 
temple  for  religious  worship.  After  mwk  perseverance  and 
many  trials  n  subscription  was  set  on  foot,  and  in  181^  the 
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foundation  stone  of  a  chapel  was  laid  in  King  Street,  and  in  the 
following  year  it  was  opened  for  public  worship,  and  named 
"  Ebenezer."  This  temple  in  point  of  size  formed  a  striking 
contrast  to  the  one  wherein  the  Wesleyans  first  assembled  ;  but 
such  had  been  the  ^reat  acquisitions  since  that  period  to  their 
body,  that  even  the  King  Street  Chapel  was  found  too  small  for 
the  congregation.  Another  chapel  was  accordingly  built, 
forming  an  auxiliary  to  the  above,  in  the  Bath  Eoad,  besides 
various  others  in  the  neighbouring  villages.  But  even  these 
were  in  time  found  to  be  also  inadequate,  and  consequently  the 
present  Wesley  Chapel,  in  St.  George's  Street,  was  built  in  1839. 
The  foundation  stone  was  laid  on  Oct.  2,  in  that  year,  and  the  ' 
chapel  was  opened  Aug.  21.  This  edifice  is  a  truly  noble,  lofty, 
and  spacious  structure,  supplied  with  a  powerful  organ,  and 
surrounded  with  a  large  burial-ground.  In  1846,  another 
chapel  was  erected  in  Norwood  Street,  near  to  the  previous  one, 
and  called  "  Bethesda."  The  Primitiye  Methodists  erected  a 
place  of  worship  in  the  Tewkesbury  Road,  which  is  now  the 
property  of  the  Congregationalists.  Bethany  Chapel,  in  Begent 
Street,  wa»  built  by  the  Associatiou  Methodists  in  18^8. 

In  some  of  the  early  numbers  of  the  Jrminim  Magazine,  in 
the  MethodiU  Magazine,  and  in  various  biographical  sketches 
which  appeared  during  the  life^time;  of  Wesley,  are  notices 
illustrative  of  the  spread  of  Methodism  in  this  town  and  county, 
and  which  eonfirra  the  account  now  given.  The  first  time 
minisiters  bdonging  to  this  denomination  were  sent  into  this 
county  was  by  order  of  a  Conference  held  in  London  in  1779, 
when  three  were  appointed.  The  first  local  chapel  erected  wa$ 
at  Gloucester^  and  it  was  built  by  a  vote  of  a  Conference  held  at 
Bristol  in  1786,  although  at  this  time  there  were  only  three 
stated  ministers  in  the  entire  county.  This  is  an  early  illus* 
tration  of  that  zeal  for  which  this  body  has  always  been  famed, 

COUNTESS   OF  HUNTINGDON'S   CHAPEL. 

The  late  Bobert  Capper^  Esq.,  a  magistrate  of  the  town,  was 
proverbial  for  his  benevolence.  The  chapel  in  North  Place  is  a 
monument  of  his  disinterestedness,  it  having  been  erected  at  his 
sole  expense  in  1816.  It  was  first  occupied  by  the  Bev.  J.  Snow, 
then  a  Baptist  minister,  and  a  seceder  from  the  Established 
Church.     In  1819,  Mr.  Capper  presented  the  building  to  the 
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trdsteefe  '6f  #te '  tetd  G<>iiirtefes  if  Huntiiigddhi  >  $^  the  settieei 
Ww  eoidtfcted'ln  st^ccfessioti  by  minist^ets  settt  from  the  C)c>llegfe 
at  Ch^shtinlt  in  Hertfotd^hii^e'.  ,  The  frottt  televalion  iis  tof  stone, 
ffi^h  (i-othic  sfash  wihdbws.  The  building  is  6'7  feet' long,  and 
47  feet'  i^ide,  arid  Will 'ebntftin  8^0  persons.  Anorgtin  is^lttced 
itt'thie  galteHr  o'^er  thefrbntetitrance  vand  the-sfpace  be*>eath  the 
diapel  tijts  been  for  i^any  years  a  schooM-oom.  '  A  residence  feir 
a  wflfi^st^r  is'  attached-  at^  the-  Portland  Sti^eet  entrance.-'  Th* 
Kef ;  L»  J.  Wale,  who  his  been  the  minister  sinee  IS^^i: -^1^6 
(Mi'Sdpt;  6i,  4843,  pTfesented  liy  his  congregatlotf  tf5th  two  pi^ees 
of  plate,  the  te^timottial  bearing  ihrh  insdriplioft  j-^**  IPresented 
to  theReV.  L.  Ji^AVtikci  Siept.  5,  1843,  by  the  meitibew  of  hfe 
cottgregaltion^  as  a-  mai'k  of  esteem  for  his  'sevefl  years*  faitj^ful 
labours;'*  "^liiday  schools  and  also  viHag<j  statiottB  nrfr  don^ 
iiected  with  this  place  of  worship.  ■    '     . ,  ;  m  m     j  ,  ?^ 

t  'Thig  eaftabjishtoeht  of  a  place  of  woi^ip  iii  ^etowft  in't<jO!k'i 
nebtibi^  wHh  th«  OountesB  of 'Huntingdon  di^nbimiiilattbfi,  Wm 
o#iri^  to  this  kbocirs  -of  the  pious  foutider  herself.  Lady 
Himtiiigdoi  was'  a  frequent  visitor  to  the  town,  atid  sent 
ministers  at  differMJt  pbriods  to  s|)mad  thfe  efaiiigielfical  ttuths  of 
t?ie  gospel  '^  In  this  gbodivorkshfewas^aid^d  by  lS)^d  Dartmoikth, 
(fben  aTdsident  ^of  (iheltettham),  who  permitted  lieVttd^hip^fe 
folfowersto  celebrate  Divitte  worship  in  his  own  dwcWing  hboS6: 
JLi^dy  Hutltittgdoto^itsotartiettded  het  worfcoff  <  love  in  the  towti  so 
eariy  as'lhe  year  17*51,  tfow^  u^jW'ards  of  h  <ietttury  'since.  In 
hteir  meitfoir  by  the  Uev  A.II.  Nw,  it  ife  sriid^^-'^ThfeGototesa 
bad  beeti  to  Uheltenham  Sevei^ititites,  and  expressed  a' hi(3'pe  to 
beei^abled  to  pay  atfeentibtito  this  intemsting  Md  of 'labo^ift 
Soon  after  the  efetabiishment  of'her  iMtege/  the  Ohwateitfe* 
Association  ifequest^  the  aidof  •  her  sttidenHs,  aiid  »her  laid^^i^ 
seht  ^  some  of'  them  tb*  preach  at  Cheltenham  and  f  dtbet  partfe'  b( 
Gloaeeitershire,  Her  ladyship  had  bdem  mjuested  «o'«upply  A 
chapel  at  Cheltepl^am  with  h^r  ,sti^dents,^  but  p^ing  to  some 
unforseen  circumstances  she  'withdrew  her  mmisters  from  the 
tdWnr  l!li&p>ot\  iinpre^i^^,»hiowev6r,  which  *were  t|/iaSdli'Siere 
hat  erased 'from^  the  mittds'  of'  her  pe6ple  V'and  eVenthaliy  Itif  th* 
year  1 808;  thef  foundation  of  a'  chapel  was'Md  by 'BdWlatid'Hilli 
oh'thc  phi\  Of  herlady^hii)^8'cbrinexiOn,'whfch'Wayopimed^inlhe 
ft)lk)^Wr^g  year,' and  \^a8  sUppWed  hj  VariOiis  taihiMfersv'tiiitil  th6 
RteVi  J6hn  Bi*oiwtt'  ^k^  appoiatdd  »be  tesMent  ]pnht(^l    li^Wl^\ 
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Kobert  Capper,  Esq.,  came  to  reside  at  Cheltenham,  and  built, 
at  his  own  expense,  a  handsome  and  commodious  place  of 
worship,  called  Portland  Chapel,  which,  after  a  short  time,  was 
vested  in  the  hands  of  her  ladyship's  trustees.  For  some  time 
this  edifice  was  supplied  by  a  rotation  of  ministers ;  but  in  the 
year  1834,  the  Rev.  L.  J.  Wake  was  appointed  the  minister, 
where  he  still  continues  to  discharge  his  duties." 

FRIENDS*  MEETING  HOUSE. 

The  very  neat  and  substantial  Meeting  House,  at  present  used 
by  the  Society  of  Friends,  was  erected  in  1836.  This  religious 
body  have  also  a  cemetery  in  Grove  Street.  The  original  Meeting 
House,  which  adjoins  the  new  one,  was  erected  at  Manchester 
Place  in  1660.  This  building  was  afterwards  occupied  by  the 
Unitarians,  and  has  since  been  used  as  a  schoolroom  in  connexion 
with  the  Church  of  England,  and  is  now  a  private  dwelling- 
house.  It  bears  evident  marks  of  having  been  built  at  an  early 
period.  Upon  inspecting  the  interior,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
edifice  has  been  enlarged  at  three  different  times — a  proof  that 
the  principles  must  have  been  embraced  by  many  of  the  residents. 
The  erection  of  a  substantial  and  neat  meeting  house  demon- 
strates that  the  present  society  aire  still  alive  to  the  maintenance 
of  those  principles  of  nonconformity  and  simple,  unadorned 
Christianity,  which  their  ancestors  so  ardently  and  disinterestedly 
laboured  to  diffuse.  Cheltenham  was  the  only  place  throughout 
the  county  where  the  first  converts  to  the  Friends  were  allowed 
to  hold  their  meetings  without  being  persecuted.  In  the  Parish 
Church  are  tablets  to  the  memory  of  several  of  the  deceased 
Friends,  proving  that  their  principles  had  been  formerly  adopted 
by  residents  of  wealth  and  infiuence.  Among  the  early  preachers 
at  Cheltenham  was  William  Penn,  the  founder  of  Pennsylvania. 

UNITARIAN    CHAPEL. 

The  first  planting  of  Unitarianism  at  Chelt^ham  was  owing 
to  the  exertions  of  the  learned  John  Biddle,  who  was  a  native 
of  Wotton-under-Edge,  in  this  county,  master  of  the  Crypt 
Free  Grammar  School  at  Gloucester,  and  translator  of  the 
Greek  Testament.  The  persons  from  whose  writings  the  life  of 
this  great  man  is  to  be  gathered  were  his  contemporaries,  and 
his  warm  religious  and  political  opponents.    From  them  we  leam 
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that  Biddle  was  one  of  the  greatest  acholaiFS  of  his  day,  and 
that  although  continually  persecuted,  he  never  ceased  hotn  dis- 
aeminating  his  principles,  both  in  the  pulpit  and  th^  press. 
They  speak  of  him  as  a  person  of  "  great  holiness  of  character,'' 
and  as  being  able  to  recite  verbatim,  either  in  Greek  or  Latin, 
the  whole  of  the  New  Testaipent. 

Biddle  spread  his  sentiments  throughout  the  county;  and 
having  been  imprisoned  at  Gloucester  for  so  doing,  he  was 
dismissed,  in  1644,  from  the  office  of  master  to  the  Crypt  School. 
<•  His  disciples,"  as  his  biographers  styled  his  converts,  "  con- 
tinued to  meet  secretly ;  and  at  intervals  between  his  variolas 
cruel  imprisonments,  he  was  enabled  to  visit  them,  and  by  his 
preaching  kept  alive,  consoled,  and  confirmed  ijntir  convictions." 
It  is  also  said  that  many  ministers  of  the  Established  Church, 
and  other  influential  persons  in  oifice,  privately  imbibed  his 
notions,  and  treasured  up  the  works  which  be  published.  If 
the  converts  of  Biddle  then  residing  in  Cheltenham  did  not  al 
the  first  erect  a  structure  wherein  they  might  celebKate  divine 
worship  according  to  the  dictates  of  th.eir  consciences,  it  must 
certainly  have  been  directly  afterwards.  After  Uriitarianism  had 
been  thus  locally  preached  for  eighteen  years,  its  reviver  died  in 
prison  in  London,  in  the'  same  year  (1662)  thi[t  the  notorious 
Act  of  Uniformity  was  passed,  which  drove  2,000  ministefB  from 
the  Church  of  England. 

The  successor  to  Biddle  in  his  office  of  schoolmaster,  was  the 
Bev.  John  Cooper,  who,  afber  holding  it  for  sixteen  years,  was 
presented  with  the  perpetual  curacy  of  Cheltenham.  Mr.  Cooper 
was  one  of  the  number  that  was  ejected  in  1662,  and  directly 
afte)  wards  he  was  elected  minister  of  the  Unitarian  eongregatioH 
which  thep  existed  in  this  town,  which  office  he  diligently 
discharg-ed  for  twenty  years,  until  his  death,  which  was  in  1682, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-two.  In  the  ministerial  office  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Kevs.  Balph  Taylor,  Henry  Sturmey,  Thomas 
Maeock  and  AUea  Cear,  the  latter  of  whom  died  pr^  to  the 
year  1 698,  and  his  immediate  successors  are  not  k^QOWQi  thQ  last 
ascerlainable  minister  hm^  the  Bey.  John  Welles,  who  died 
about  1789,  and  with  him  decayed  the  first  attempi  tQ  forqpi  9 
congregation  of  local  Unitarians. 

It  is  a  singulair  ooineidence  that  Unitariai)  wor6]iip  waq 
«]ioon8<»Giialy  xesoxam&aofii  on  th^  reiy  spot  where  \\  v^a 
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originally  celebrated,  after  the  lapse  of  half  a  century — the 
ancient  Unitarian  chapel  having  stood  near  the  site  of  the  late 
Mechanics'  Institution  in  Albion  Street,  and,  like  all  the  primitive 
edifices  of  the  Nonconformists,  was  hidden  from  general  obser* 
vation,  being  approached  by  a-  narrow  passage  from  the  High 
Street,  called  "  Meaking's  Passage."  This  building  was  of  great 
antiquity,  furnished  with  a  gallery,  the  pulpit  and  sittings 
ornamented  with  curious  carvings,  and  capable  of  containing 
150  persons.  At  the  period  before  referred  to,  when  the  first 
recorded  minister  of  this  ancient  sanctuary  was  elected,  Chelt* 
enham  had  just  recovered  from  the  evil  effects  of  the' civil  wars, 
and,  according  to  Sir  Eobt.  Atkins,  contained  1,600  inhabitants, 
200  of  whom  were  freeholders.  After  this  event  the  place 
gradually  declined  to  a  small  village,  so  much  so,  that  there  are 
yet  surviving  those  who  boast  that  they  could  in  their  youth 
name  all  the  then  inhabitants.  It  was  at  this  epoch  that  the 
decendants  of  the  original  worshippers,  finding  their  numbers 
diminished  and  in  pecuniary  difficulties  on  account  of  their 
minister,  had  recourse  to  a  mortgage  on  their  humble  temple, 
which  was  granted  them  by  one  of  a  similar  persuasion  residing 
at  Warwick.  This  was,  however,  their  last  effort  as  a  congre- 
gation ;  for,  at  the  death  of  the  minister,  the  building  was 
consigned  to  the  mortgagee,  and  closed  as  an  Unitarian  ohapel. 
Shortly 'after  this,  the  followers  of  the  zealous  John  Wesley 
commenced  their  itinerant  labours  in  this  locality,  and  rented  a( 
the  mortgagee  this  building,  where  several  individuals  suc- 
cessively preached  both  on  the  Sunday  and  during  the  week, 
and  continued  possession  until  1813,  when  the  congregation 
removed  to  the  present  chapel  in  King  Street,  which  was  erected 
for  their  use.  The  next  renters  were  the  Independents,  and  the 
services  were  conducted  by  three  young  candidates  for  the 
ministry  from  Painswick,  named  Clift,  Richardson,  and  HorHck, 
the  last  of  whom  became  minister  of  an  independent  chapel  in 
the  Forest  of  Dean.  These  continued  to  preach  until  the 
erection  of  the  Countess  of  Huntingdon's  Chapel  in  1816. 
The  next  oeeupier  was  that  eccentric  individual  of  the  Baptist 
persuasion,  long  known  by  the  name  of  "  William  Bliss,"  who 
retained  possession  until  the  building  became  so  dilapidated 
that  it  was  deemed  unsafe  to  be  used  for  any  purpose^  and  was 
eonsequently  abandoned,  aud  became  the  common  property  of 
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all,  no  person  laying  claim  to  it.  The  desire  to  improve  the 
town  in  consequence  of  its  great  increase  in  population  and 
prosperity,  called  for  the  formation  of  the  present  Pittville  Street ; 
and  power  was  given  under  the  provisions  of  the  Commissioners' 
Act,  to  remove  many  old  buildings,  and,  among  the  number, 
this  then  ruined  edifice.  Thus,  after  having  been  the  humble 
instrument  of  founding  four  of  our  now  most  numerous  and 
flourishing  congregations,  perished  the  first  temple  raised  by  the 
Nonconformists  of  Cheltenham.  The  zeal,  piety,  and  un- 
exceptionable character  of  the  early  pastors  of  this  interesting 
monument  of  the  labours  of  our  ancestors  in  behalf  of  religious 
freedom,  are  very  clearly  declared  in  a  work  published  in  1698, 
now  in  the  library  of  the  Eev.  B.  Harden,  M.A.,  late  minister 
of  the  Unitarian  Baptist  congregation,  Worship  Street,  London. 
It  is  entitled,  **  The  Grounds  and  occasions  of  the  Controversy 
concerning  the  Unity  of  God,  the  methods  by  which  it  has  been 
managed,  &c.  By  a  divine  of  the  Church  of  England."  The 
writer,  alluding  to  our  locality,  remarks : — "  The  Eev.  John 
Cooper  succeeded  Mr.  Biddle,  the  master  of  the  Crypt  School, 
in  Gloucester,  afterwards  minister  of  Cheltenham,  in  Gloucester- 
shire, and  after  the  Act  of  Uniformity,  minister  of  an  Unitarian 
congregation  in  that  place.  We  appeal  to  all  who  knew  him 
whether  he  was  not  a  man  always  composed  and  grave,  but  of 
a  most  sweet  and  obliging  temper  and  conversation.  He 
suffered  those  abuses  from  intemperate  and  riotous  men,  when 
the  nation  was  running  mad  they  knew  not  for  what,  that  it 
broke  his  health  and  hastened  his  end.  His  daughter,  Mary, 
died  about 'a  year  and  a  half  since,  a  known  Unitarian,  so  that 
the  minister  who  preached  her  funeral  sermon  commended  her 
to  his  auditors  for  a  pattern  of  Christian  virtues,  however 
erroneous  in  her  judgment.  Mr.  Cooper  was  succeeded  in  the 
guidance  of  the  Unitarian  congregation  by  the  Eevds.  E.  Taylor, 
H.  Sturmy,  T.  Macock,  and  A.  Kear,  all  of  thenl.very  serious 
and  diligent  in  their  way,  devout  and  pious,  strictly  honest,  and 
charitable  to  their  power,  however,  not  so  accomplished  in 
human  learning."  In  the  original  edition  of  the  ''Noncon- 
formists* Memorial,"  in  Dr.  Caiamy's  "  History  of  the  Ejected 
Ministers,"  and  in  *'  Baxter's  Life  and  Times,"  are  accounts  of 
Mr.  Cooper's  ejectment  firom  the  living  of  Cheltenham.  His 
death  is  thus  registered:—"  In  ye  yeareof  our  Lord  God  1682, 
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obit,  Eev.  John  Cooper,  minister  of  ye  Unyterian  Conventicle 
of  ys  place,  March  ye  18." 

Unitarianism  was  again  revived  by  the  settlement  of  Mr, 
Fuiber,  one  of  the  Bath  Unitarian  congregation,  in  the  town, 
in  1832,  he  having  commenced  in  that  year  conducting  Uni- 
tarian religious  services  in  his  own  dwelling-house.  This 
continued  for  three  years,  when  the  Mechanics*  Institution  was 
rented  and  used  as  a  place  for  public  worship  in  1835.  In  1837, 
the  congregation  removed  to  the  old  Friends'  Meeting-house, 
when  stated  ministers  were  elected, — the  Rev.  F.  B.  Barton,  B.A,, 
to  1839  ;  Rev.  F.  Bishop  to  1841 ;  Rev.  L.  Lewis  to  1845  ; 
Rev.  W.  Smith  to  1847 ;  Rev.  H.  Solly  to  1851 ;  Rev.  John 
Dendy,  B.A.,  to  1853,  and  from  that  period  the  Rev.  J.  Gow,  B.A, 

In  1 844,  the  Unitarian  Chapel  at  Bayshill  was  erected,  at  a 
cost  of  £2,000.  It  is  an  elegant  structure  in  the  Anglo-Norman 
style,  and  was  designed  by  H.  R.  Abraham,  Esq.,  of  Torrington 
Square,  London.  The  open  wood  roof  of  the  Norman  era  is 
displayed  in  the  interior.  The  first  organ  was  formerly  in  the 
Wesleyan  Chapel  at  Gloucester,  and  was  presented  to  it  by  a 
daughter  of  one  of  the  Chapters  of  Gloucester  Cathedral,  whom 
John  Wesley  had  converted.  A  burial  ground  is  attached,  and 
also  a  schoolroom.  The  foundation  stone  of  the  chapel  was 
laid  July  13, 1842,  and  it  was  opened  on  Good  Friday,  1844. 

FBESBYTEBIAN   CHUBCH. 

To  meet  the  increasing  demand  for  accommodation  for  religious 
worshippers  connected  with  Dissenting  bodies,  Cheltenham 
Chapel,  situate  mid-way  between  the  High  Street  and  St.  George's 
Place,  was  erected.  It  was  first  opened  August  2, 1809,  by  the 
late  celebrated  divine,  the  Rev.  Rowland  Hill,  who  regularly 
preached  the  anniversary  sermon  afterwards  until  the  period  of 
his  decease.  The  Rev.  W.  Jay,  of  Bath,  also  took  part  in  the 
services.  It  was  vested  in  fifteen  trustees,  and  the  trust  deed 
sets  forth  the  congregation  as  Protestant  Dissenters,  and  the 
minister  to  preach  and  maintain  the  doctrinal  articles  of  the 
Church  of  England.  The  Rev.  J.  Brown,  of  the  Countess  of 
Huntingdon's  connexion,  was  the  minister  of  the  chapel  until 
the  time  of  his  death  in  1846. 

Cheltenham  Chapel  has  had  several  benefactors  since  its 
erection.     In  1814,  J.  Friend,  Esq.,  bequeathed  £400 ;  and  in 
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1837,  H.  Broomfield,  E«q.,  £200.  The  kouse  bwhioh  thg> 
minister  resided,  in  St.  George's  SqtJate,  adjaceat,  was  also  m 
l?€quest,  as  a  token  of  re«pect  to  tbe  Rev,  J.  Brown.  A  moau- 
ijtient  to  Mr.  Brown's  memory  is  erected  in  the  chapeL  A 
considerable  space  of  ground  around  the  building  ha&  heea 
^>propriated  to  burials,  and  many  interments  have  taken  pkkce^ 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  Brown,  the  services  were  conducted 
l^y  ministers  of  various  denominations.  Ultimately  the  trusteeft 
presented  the  building  to  the  Presbyterian  body.  The  ILev.  Dr» 
Eobert  Steel  was  t^  first  elected  minister;  and  since  his 
settlement,  the  sect  so  recently  introduced  has  become  popular^ 
as  crowded  auditories  and  a  newly  erected  schoolroom  attest. 
Pr.  Steel,  in  1862^  was  chosen  pastor  of  a  congregation  at  Sydney, 
Australia,  and  waa  succeeded  by  the  Eev.  T.  Macpherson,  M.A.« 
of  Birmingham. 

KOMAN   CATHOLIC   CHTJECH. 

The  history  of  the  present  Catholic  congregation  does  not 
date  back  but  little  more  than  half  a  century.  The  earliest 
professors  of  the  faith  appear  to  have  been  individuals  who  had 
settled  here  during  the  stirring  times  of  revolutiouary  action  in 
France,  in  the  capacity  of  teachers  of  foreign  languages.  The 
number  who  assembled  to  celebrate  worship  was  e&tremely  small 
in  the  first  place,  aud  met  in  a  private  house.  Among  the 
number  who  came  to  the  town  (and  who  cBJioyed  a  considerable 
patronage  as  a  teacher  of  languages)  was  the  Abbe  Csesar.  He 
was  the  chaplain  and  spiritual  adviser  of  the  unfortunate 
Louis  XYI.,  and  like  his  royal  master  fied  from  the  stormy 
scenes  of  strife  and  bloodshed  to  the  beautiful  and  retired 
''Queen  of  Watering  Places.'^  During  his  abode,  aroom  in 
the  York  Hotel  was  fitted  up  for  worship,  and  the  services  were 
regularly  conducted  by  the  Abbe.  The  number  at  this  period 
was  far  from  numerous,  but  on  the  increase.  The  Abbe  died 
in  1811,  and  was  interred  in  the  parish  churchyard,  where  a 
stone,  erected  by  subscription  among  his  pupils,  may  be  seen, 
bearing  this  simple  inscription : — "  To  the  memory  of  the  Bev. 
Alexander  Caesar,  Preach  priest,  who  , died  Sept.  24,  1811." 
The  Eev.  J.  Birdsall,  a  priest  of  wealth  and  influence,  a.  few 
years  previous  to  the  Abbe's  decease,  had  become  a  resident^  and 
by  his  exertions  and  proselytism  a  numerous  oongsegation  was 
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formed^  adid  a  spadous  thaip&l  ereeted  ia  Somerset  Phoe,  and 
united  wiili  t^  Benedieiine  Order.  Here  the  numbers  were 
soon  doubled,  as  is  evident  from,  the  fact  that  upwards  of  5i^e 
thousand  members  signed  an  atddress  of  loyalty  at  the  time  the 
Ecdesiastioal  Titles'  Bill  was  being  promoted*  Mr.  fiirdadil 
conducted  the  serrices  for  a  number  of  years,  and  at  his  decease 
the  congregation  erected  within  the  edifice  a  handsome  monu- 
Hftent  to  his  memory. 

The  Earl  of  Kenmare  and  Lord  Gastlecross  took  a  warm 
interest  in  the  estabHskment  of  a  congregation,  and  paid  repeated 
visits  to  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  local  professors 
to  gain  that  object.  The  Ghdtenham  Ohroniele  of  March  11^ 
I8IS4  in  recording  the  arrival  list  observes  : — "Earl  Ken  mare 
and  Lord  Castlecrossv  the  Catholic  delegate,  hare  arrived  ilk 
this  town.  May  they  return  with  the  tidings  that  the  members 
of  the  present  British  Legislature  is  divested  of  that  intolerant 
spirit  which  blurred  tire  cotttiuct  of  their  predecessors  ;  that  the 
Catholics,  a  loyal,  long-suffering  class  of  our  fellow  subjects, 
who  have  fought,  bled,  and  died  in  the  service  0^  their  country, 
have,  by  legal  decision,  a  prospect  of  enjoying  a  suitable  reward 
for  their  merit  and  exertions,  and  that  holy  religion  be  no  longer 
subservient  to  narrow  policy.'^ 

The  royal  family  of  France  during  their  residence  in  the  town 
appear  to  have  attended  the  Catholic  Chapelj  as  £he  following 
extract  from  the  Cheltenham  Chronicle  exhibits; — "Monday, 
August  9,  1813,  the  remains  of  Charles  Kosalie  de  Rouen 
Chabot,  Comte  de  Jarnac,  wete  conveyed  from  Pine  Cottage  to 
the  Catholic  Chapel  in  this  tovs  n,  where  they  remained  during  the 
celebration  of  Mass  and  the  funeral  cei^emony,  whence  they  were 
conveyed  to  Gloucester  Cathedral  for  interment.  Most  of  the 
royal  family  now  residing  here  were  present." 

The  chapel  in  Somerset  Place  (to  which  was  attached  a  day 
school,  which  is  now  near  St.  Paul's  Church)  becoming  too 
small,  a  movement  was  set  on  foot  for  the  erection  of  a  new 
edifice.  The  result  was  the  building  of  the  present  church 
dedicated  to  St.  Gregory,  which  is  unquestionably  one  of  the 
finest  modem  Gothic  structures  that  the  town  can  boast  of.  It 
was  opened  in  May,  1857,  by  Cardinal  Wiseman,  and  was 
designed  by  Charles  Hansom,  Esq.,  architect,  of  Clifton.  It 
represents  the  early  decorated  style  of  the  iSth  century,  and 
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the  estimated  cost  was  £12,000.  The  tower  and  spire  is 
170  feet  high,  and  the  length  of  the  church  from  the  tower  is 
1B7  feet,  the  nave  alone  measuring  90  feet.  Both  the  interior 
and  exterior  exhibit  some  suburb  carvings  in  stone.  The  altar 
contains  some  exquisHe  specimens  of  artistic  skill — three 
sculptured  pannels  representing  the  Annunciation.  The  "  Ladye 
Chapel"  is  separated- from  the  nave  by  handsome  rails  of  orna- 
mental brass.  The  stained  glass  windows  are  admirable  speci- 
mens of  artistic  skill,  and  many  of  them  are  placed  as  memorials 
iu  departed  members  of  the  faith.  The  entrance  porch  is  very 
ornamental,  and  in  a  niche  the  Good  Shepherd  appears  pro- 
minent. The  stone  pulpit  is  a  work  of  the  highest  order  of  art, 
and  of  the  entire  edifice  it  may  be  said,  that  the  beauty  of  its 
design  and  the  elaboration  and  finish  of  every  detail  merit  the 
highest  commendation. 

THE  JEWS^   SYNAGOGUE. 

The  ancient  House  of  Israel  first  commenced  public  worship 
in  a  small  upper  room  at  the  St.  George's  Place  entrance  to 
Manchester  Walk,  about  forty  years  since.  In  this  place, 
religious  worship  was  regularly  conducted  until  the  erection  of 
the  present  Synagogue  in  St.  James's  Square.  The  foundation 
stone  of  the  Jews'  Synagogue  was  laid  with  Masonic  ceremony, 
July  25,  1837.  The  event  attracted  a  numerous  auditory,  who 
were  addressed  by  the  Eev.  J.  Levy,  first  in  Hebrew  and 
afterwards  in  English.  The  Synagogue  was  erected  after  designs 
by  Mr.  W.  H.  Knight,  a  resident  architect.  The  body  of  the 
Ark  is  imitation  jasper ;  the  pediment  is  supported  by  Cor- 
inthian columns,  and  the  doors  are  protected  by  a  rich  Indian 
curtain.  The  edifice  is  lighted  by  a  dome,  neatly  ornamented 
with  cornice  and  fretwork.  On  a  mural  tablet  is  displayed  a  copy 
of  a  prayer  for  the  Queen  and  Koyal  Family.  The  building  was 
consecrated  May  14,  1839.  The  Jews  have  a  cemetery  in  Elm 
Street,  Tewkesbury  Road. 
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CHAPTEE    XXIV. 

(i^ele&rateif  ^utj^ors  connecteif  totti)  t^  ^oton. 

CHELTENHAM  has  Literary  associations  of  an  interesting 
character.  By  birth,  residence,  and  by  visits,  the  Queen  of 
Watering  Places  is  connected  with  Poets  and  Historians,  dead 
and  living,  whose  works  have  acquired  for  them  undying  fame. 
Among  the  number  are  Shenstone,  Lord  Byron,  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  Thomas  Campbell,  Sir  E.  Bulwer,  Southey  (the  late),  and 
Tennyson  (the  present  poet  laureate),  Thomas  Moore,  the 
poet  of  Ireland,  Hon.  Mrs.  Norton,  B'Israeli,  the  author  of 
"  Coniugsby"  and  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Thomas 
Haynes  Bayly,  Eev.  J.  Middleton,  Mrs.  Cornwall  Baron  Wilson, 
Thomas  Henry  Sealy,  Ainswort,  Capt.  Marryatt,  Dr.  tJenner, 
Dr.  Barron,  Charles  Dickens,  Mi9.  Siddons.  Phillips,  Talfourd, 
Kemble,  Sheridan  Knowles,  Mrs.  Grey,  Miss  Pickering,  Bev.R. 
Montgomery,  Sergeant  Alien,  Gilbert,  Horace  Smith,  Warren, 
Washington  Irving,  Douglas  Jerrold,  Harriet  Martineau,  Lady 
Morgan,  Lady  Bulwer,  Holland,  Dr.  Johnson,  Dr.  Fosbrooke, 
Sir  H.  Bishop,  Dr.  Wright,  Professor  Buckman,  Hepworth 
Dixon,  Mrs.  Gore,  Bev.  J.  E.  Eiddle,  Handel,  Charles  James 
Fox,  Miss  Culloch,  Beamish,  Sydney  Dobell,  Horace  Dobell, 
Myers,  Newman,  Byrne,  Cradook  Newton,  Sir  J.  Boss,  Dr« 
McOabe,  Dr.  Gibney,  Theodore  Hook,  Bev.  G.  Croly,  and  many 
others. 

The  poet  Campbell  has  been  several  times  a  visitor.  He  was 
attracted  to  the  town  from  its  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
great  actress,  Mrs.  Siddons.  The  poet's  well-known  life  of  this 
celebrated  ornament  of  the  stage  evinces  accurate  local  research 
into  the  town's  history,  as  may  be  seen  in  reference  to  the 
quotations  from  it  in  the  chapter  on  Dramatic  History  in  this 
work.  Campbell  resided  in  Suffolk-parade  during  his  first 
sojourn.  His  friend  and  contemporary,  Cyrus  Bedding,  has 
preserved  the  fact  of  his  local  connection,  by  recording  it  on  the 
pages  of  the  *'  New  Monthly  Magazine."    The  national  poet  of 
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Ireland,  Thomas  Moore,  will  be  long  remembered  among  the 
local  literary  circles.  He  was  a  frequent  guest  of  the  late 
J.  Corry,  Esq.,  of  7,  Montpellier  Spa-buildings,  a  gentleman 
intimately  connected  both  with  the  literature  and  commercial 
policy  of  the  sister  isitt,  stod  who  #njdyed  the  poet's  friendship 
from  boyhood  to  the  grave.  The  poet's  widow  is  still  an  occa- 
sional Ttsitor,  Md  resides  at  Skrpe^toti  CcTfttage,  ifr  eke  tldj^ent 
County  of  Wilts.  It  is  a  most  interesting  fact  that  Lord  Byron 
it  closely  identified  Yfiik  the  locality.  At  the  period  when  thc^ 
reyiewet9  were  riyailing  each  other  iB  discussing  the  merits  of 
"  Childe  HaaPold»"  ite  author  was  enjoying  the  beautful  scenery 
of  Gh^tenham.  Here  it  was  iktAi  he  wa»  engaged  in  ed^eotiog 
materials  and  contemplating  his  well-knoWn  poem,  "The 
Corsair.'*  Hi»  fanrourite  loutige  was  a  stile,  which  leads  ftom 
Bays  Hill^  near  Stoneleigh  Tilla^  through  a  passage  in  Lansdown 
Crescents  From  this  then  quiet  spot,  the  poet  could  commai>d 
a  most  beautiful  view  of  the  yale  of  Grlouoester,  termfinating  on 
the  right  with  the  lofty  hills  of  Malireru  capped  wilh  the  eamp 
of  the  l^rate  and  patriotic  Caraotacus.  The  great  poet  arrired 
in  the  town  in  Se|)tember  1812,  and  oooltinued  his  visits  until 
April  1813.  His  time  appeiwrs  to  have  been  deoupied  in  his 
literary  purs>u4t»,  and  he  was  in  the  habit  of  daily  passing  honr& 
alone  in  some  lonely  or  tomantio  place  neiLr  the  towu^  where  the 
fields  of  loiature  esieted  unaddrned>  and  doubtless  tended  to 
inspire  kkn,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  that  beautiful  imagery 
80  pre^aletit  iii^  his  poetry  com|K)sed  ^t  thk  peridd.  He  was  a 
patron  of  the  DranlBy  and  associated  with  Mr.  Siddoms,  KemMe, 
and  Colonel  Berkeley.  The  ticinity  abounds  with  walks  of  a 
rural  chaf acter,  an;d  it  tiaf  ht  said:  with  truth  that  no  other 
fashionable  Watering  Place  in  England  can  command  so  many 
oontigftous  '*  nooks  and  glens  "  as  GUI'  own  town*  These  ever 
yeldanl  and  pictureque  spots  hate  charmed  mauy  a  literary 
^udeut.  The  boldest  and  most  forcible  delineations  of  the 
pleasure  which  a  country  prospect  produees  on  the  mind,  as 
embodied  in  the  characters  in  the  inimitable  Iria^dy  of  *'  Ioa»" 
were  suggested  to  its  atithor,  Jueti^^  Talfourd,  by  his  visits  to 
our  neighbouring  hills.  Tl^  ft  locality  so  fanxly  beimitifl^l  should 
have  fascinated  a  Byron  is  not  therefore  ^o  much  a  matter  of 
surprise.  In  Moore's  life  of  the  jjoety  ia  preserved  a  series  of 
letters  written  by  Ldjrd  Byioui^dutlng:  the  p6iv^  of  his  tesidtnoe^ 
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extcinding  o^ev  six  months*  The  letters  refer  principally  to  the 
publication  of  hh  works,  and  the  reTkws  c(Hiceming  theift^ 
They  are  addressed  to  Lord  Holland^  Murray  the  publisher,  and 
£og€rs,  the  poet.  In  one  of  these  letters  to  Lord  Holland, 
dated  from  High-street,  Cheltenham,  Sept.  10,  18 112,"  the  poet 
thus  aUttdes,  at  the  concluuon,  to  the  locality  -*-"  My  best 
respects  to  Lady  Hr,  h^  departure  with  those  of  my  other 
friends  was  a  sad  event.  It  has  now  reduced  me  to  a  state  of 
most  cynical  solitude.  By  the  waters  of  Cheltenham  I  sat  down 
and  drank  when  I  remembered  thee,  0  Ge<»rgiana  Cottage! 
As  for  harps,  we  hanged  them  upon  the  willow  that  grew 
thereby. — Byron."  The  spot  alluded  to  is  that  portion  of  the 
Cholt  whieh  adjoins  the  residence  of  Lady  Agar,  in  the  Bath- 
road.  Willows  grew  on  the  side  of  the  riyer  in  a  continuous 
line  by  Wellington  Mansion,  until  the  past  f&w  years.  Lord 
Byron's  daughter,  who  married  Lordi  King,  a  lineal  descendant 
of  the  philosopher  Locke,  was  also  a  periodical  visitor.  This 
lady  was  the  late  Countess  of  Lovelace,  and  well-known  as 
"  Ada^  sole  daughter  of  my  house  amd  heart."  The  local  con^ 
neotion  was  continued  by  the  residence  of  the  poet's  relatives, — 
Mrs.  Admiral  Byron  in  the  towfl,  and  the  Eev.  J.  Byron,  A.M., 
who  has  for  so  many  years  been  identified  with  the  Hardwick 
vicarage.  By  a  singular  coincidence  Lord  Byron  and  another 
celebrated  poet,  Hajrnes  Bayley,  both  resided  in  the  same  house 
in  the  High-street  (No*  430),  which  has  been  recently  converted 
into  busmess  premises,  in  the  oceupation  of  Mr.  Beckingsale^ 
draper.  Charles  Phillips,  the  author  of  the  life  of  the  inimitable 
Irish  orator,  Curran,  and  Mis.  Grey,  whose  affecting  narrative  of 
*'  The  Gambler's  Wife,"  has  won  for  the  authoress  a  moral  fam^ 
may  be  elaimed  as  former  residents.  This  is  also  true  of 
Sergennt  Allen,  a  leading  member  of  ihe  Oiiotd  Circuit,  and  of 
the  £ev.  E.  Montgoipery,  the  author  of  the  remarkable  poem, 
'*  Satan,"  the  former  waa  originally  a  schoolmaster  in  the  town, 
imd  the  latter  was  his  pupik  Both  in  after  life  were  destined 
not  only  to  acquire  a  literary  fame^  but  also  to  occupy  a  promi- 
nent position  in  their  different  professionsv  the  bar  and  the 
pulpit.  Among  others  who  have  taken  up  their  abode,  may  be 
enumerated  General  Sir  Walter  Baleigh  Gilbert,  Mrs.  Smythiers, 
the  novelist,  Phillipart,  the  well-known  collector  of  military 
anecdotes.  Miss  Seward,.  I^e  poetess.  Sir  C.  Napier,  Sir  W. 
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Napier,  and  Admiral  Napier,  the  celebrated  military  historians 
of  India,  Millett,  the  author  of  the  Drama  of  "  Aladdin,"  the 
builder  of  the  Imperial  Hotel,  and  father  of  Captain  Millett. 
Sheridan  Knowles,  during  the  period  he  was  writing  his  popular 
play,  "The  Love  Chase,"  was  a  resident.  The  forcible  deli- 
neations of  the  horse,  and  the  sports- of  the  hunting  field,  which 
occur  in  the  play,  were  composed  by  the  gifted  author  from 
daily  observation  and  enquiry  at  the  horse  repository  adjoining 
his  own  residence,  Sudeley-place,  Winchoomb- street.  The 
town  and  its  environs  have  been  the  favourite  spots  for  study 
of  the  Poet  Laureates,  Southey  and  Tennyson.  The  family  of 
Tennyson  for  several  years  resided  at  No.  10,  St.  James's-square. 
Alfred  Tennyson,  the  present  Poet  Laureate,  is  therefore  most 
intimately  associated  with  the  town.  The  poet  Shenstone  in 
1734,  and  Sir  Walter  Scott  in  1826,  sought  relief  from  the  ill 
effects  of  a  too  close  application  to  literary  pursuits,  by  a 
recourse  to  the  mineral  waters  of  Cheltenham.  Sir  E.  Bulwer 
Lytton,  Bart.,  the  author  of  the  ever  popular  play  of  "  The 
Lady  of  Lyons,"  Lady  Bulwer,  Hon.  Mrs.  Norton,  Dickens^ 
Douglas  Jerrold,  Miss  Pickering,  Horace  Smith,  Samuel  Warren, 
author  of  "Ten  Thousand  a  Year,"  Washington  Irving,  the 
fascinating  American  writer,  MaiweD,  author  of  "  My  Life," 
Home  Tooke,  Thelwall,  Stocqueter,  the  Indian  tourist  and 
historian,  Miss  Harriet  Martineau,  the  political  novelist,  Lady 
Morgan,  Medwin,  the  collector  of  Lord  Byron's  correspondence, 
Kev.  G.  Croly,  LL.D.,  author  of  "  Memoirs  of  George  IV.  and 
Cataline,"  Sir  I.  Brooke,  author  of  "  Travels  in  Borneo,"  Rev. 
G.  R.  Gleig,  author  of  "The  Subaltern,"  T.  C.  Grattan,  author 
of  "  Highways  and  Byways,"  Theodore  Hook,  Rev.  .T.  Hewlett, 
author  of  *' Peter  Pringle,"  Lover,  the  ballad  composer  of 
Ireland,  Mrs.  Maberley,  author  of  "  Melanthe,"  Morier  ("Haggi 
Baba"),  Sir  G.  Brydges,  Bart.,  the  Persian  historian.  Sir  J. 
Malcolm,  author  of  "Sketches  in  Persia,"  Capt.  Marryatt, 
Ainsworth,  and  D'Israeli,  have  all  been  local  sojourners  and 
mingled  with  the  visitors  and  residents. 

The  poet  of  Scotland,  Robert  Bums,  is  also  identified  by  the 
residence  of  his  two  sons,  Lieut.-Col.  W.  N.  Burns  and  Major 
J.  G.  Bums>  whose  public  patronage  to  dramatic  literature  at 
once  prove  them  to  inherit  a  parent's  taste  for  what  is  so  justly 
calculated  to  refine  and  elevate  society.    The  immortal  Jenner, 
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the  discoverer  of  vacoination,  and  the  author  of  works  on 
Natural  History  and  Philosophy,  was  for  many  years  a  resident 
physician ;  and  in  1814,  at  his  residence  No.  8,  St.  George's 
Place,  formed  the  first  literary  society  in  the  town.  His  friend 
and  biographer.  Dr.  Baron,  also  a  name  distinguished  in  liter- 
ature, resided  in  St.  Margaret's  Terrace  until  his  death.  Mrs. 
Siddons,  the  renowned  representative  of  the  tragic  muse,  her 
brother  Kemble,  and  contemporary  Kean,  were  residents  in  the 
early  part  of  their  career  ;  and  those  talents  which  in  after  life 
created  so  much  sensation,  were  first  developed  in  Cheltenham. 
The  well-known  wofk,  "  Memoirs  of  the  Duchess  of  St.  Albans," 
by  Mrs.  Gornwell  I3aron  Wilson,  was  studied  during  a  visit. 
Here  it  was  that  the  immortal  Handel  became  a  sojourner  after 
the  first  performance  of  that  inspired  production  "  The  Messiah." 
Charles  James  Fox  here  sought  repose,  in  the  company  of  Jenner, 
from  the  fatigues  of  the  senate  house  and  the  study.  Here,  too, 
have  stayed  Sir  Henry  Bishop,  for  ever  identified  with  every 
Englishman's  ballad,  **  Home  sweet  Home."  That  prolific  and 
ever  popular  novel  writer,  Mrs.  Gore,  is  also  one  of  those  who 
may  be  classed  among  the  local  literatu 

Dr.  Wright  has  been  locally  connected  by  a  residence  of  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  His  labours  have  done  much  to 
advance  a  knowledge  of  the  local  geology,  and  he  is  also  the 
editor  of  works  in  Bohn's  libraiy.  "  Ur.  Wright  of  Chelten- 
ham—than whom  there  are  few  abler  geologists  in  England." 
(Rev.  S.  Lysons.)  Another  resident  was  Professor  Buckman,  of 
the  Royal  Agricultural  College,  the  author  of  a  large  number  of 
works  on  Botany,  Geology,  Antiquities,  and  Agriculture,  and 
who  has  written  upon  the  geology  and  botany  of  this  locality. 
Mr.  R.  Etheridge,  F.G.S.,  the  Curator  of  the  Geological  Institute, 
London,  was  a  long  resident.  He  was  formerly  Curator  of  the 
Philosophical  Institution,  Bristol.  The  name  of  Beamish  has 
long  been  locally  allied.  His  literary  industry  is  strikingly 
apparent  hova  the  continual  emanations  which  issue  from  hit 
pen  on  almost  every  subject  of  value  and  interest  connected  with 
modem  science  and  statistics.  His  *'  Statistics  of  Cheltenham  ** 
evince  an  amount  of  no  ordinary  research,  which  renders  the 
work  one  of  reference  and  authority.  The  "Life  of  Sir  I. 
Brunei,  O.E.,"  was  the  latest  work  of  Mr.  Beamish,  and  evinces 
a  tixie  biographical  and  tqientific  spirit. 
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Among  the  number  of  modern  poems  which  have  enjojed  a 
national  celebrity,  that  of  *•  The  Roman/*  by  Sydney  Yendys, 
stands  most  distinguished.  The  graphic  yet  naturardiction  of 
the  composition,  asf  well  as  the  truthfulness  of  its  jdetails,  will 
ensure  its  parmanent  popularity.  It  has  received  from  the  entire 
press,  as  well  as  from  the  most  noted  of  living  poets,  unqualified 
praise,  like  his  later  productions  "  Balder  "  and  the  "  Battle  of 
Inicerman.**  The  author  has  been  many  years  a  resident  in  the 
town,  but,  prompted  by  that  modesty  which  ever  accompanies 
true  genius,  appeared  before  the  public  under  an  assumed  name 
— the  real  one  being  Sydney  Dobell.  "  His  poems  exhibit  a 
singular  mixture  of  the  philosophical  and  the  poetical  spirit. 
Many  of  his  passages  are  as  spiritual  in  conception  and  lavish 
in  imagery  as  the  finest  portions  of  Shelley."  (Chambers' 
Encyclopaedia). 

The  name  of  Myers,  educated  at  our  Proprietaiy  CoUege,  is 
for  ever  associated  with  the  Bum's  Festival  at  the  Crystal 
Palace.  Although  then  only  seventeen  years  old,  the  adjudi- 
cators of  the  Bum's  prize  money  confessed  that  they  had  some 
difficulty  in  deciding  as  to  the  respective  merits  of  Isa  Craig 
or  our  townsman  Myers, — so  equally  were  they  matched.  In 
1861,  this  gentleman  gained  the  Chancellor's  Cambridge  medal 
for  the  best  English  poem.  He  also  stands  distinguished  for 
}ii»  poetical  description  of  that  remarkable  painting  which  once 
graced  the  gallery  at  Lord  Northwick's  mansion.  His  poem  on 
Belisarius  has  never  been  equalled  for  truthfulness  in  Eoman 
historical  details. 

Another  poet  educated  at  the  same  establishment  has  acquired 
a  fame  for  faithful  delineations  of  the  inner  life. — The  name  of 
Newman  need  only  be  mentioned  to  remind  our  readers  of  the 
prize  poem  *•  The  Praise  of  Labour,"  which  has  from  time  to 
time  appeared  in  the  local  press. 

The  local  poet,  Cradock  Newton,  author  of  "  Arnold,  a  Dra- 
matic History,"  published  by  Bogae,  and  "  Dora  Herbert,"  is 
the  descendant  of  a  very  ancient  family  who  have  long  held  the 
manor  of  Bitton  in  this  county.  Sudge  in  his  account  of  the 
ifaanor,  (History  of  Gloucestershire),  states,  that  in  1483  it 
descended  to  Sir  Thomas  Newton,  by  virtue  of  his  marriage 
with  the  daughter  of  Sir  John  Barr.  •*  This  family  derive  their 
pedigree  from  Howel  ap  Gfono.  Loid  of  Newton  m  House. 
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The  family  name  was  Cradock  for  many  generations,  till  Sir 
Richd.  Cradock,  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England,  on  his  marriage 
with  Emma,  daughter  of  Sir  T.  Perret  of  Islington,  changed  his 
name  to  Newton."  Accoi^ding  to  Leland,  ^'  he  dwelled  or  was 
born  at  Newtown,  in  Fowisland,  and  so  was  called  Newton  after 
that  place." 

Horace  Dobell  is  the  author  of  an  ^n^iijeAt  medicrf  work, 
"  The  germs  and  vestigei  of  disease." 

A  well-written  and  able  defence  of  the  founder  of  Penn- 
sylvania, William  Penn,  in  the  "  Cheltenham  Literary  Annual " 
for  1866,  was  from  the  pen  of  W.  M.  Tartt,  Esq.,  J.P.,  a 
gentleman  whose  literary  taste  is  apparent  from  the  many  con- 
tributions which  he  makes  to  the  local  press  and  public  bodies* 

Hejre  it  was  that  Wilderspin  spent  a  large  portion  of  his  life 
in  carrying  out  the  Infant  School  system,  which  he  perfected, 
and  in  which  he  was  assisted  by  tbip  Pwn  of  Carlisle.  Hi| 
works  were  mostly  written  at  the  infants'  school  at  Allstone, 
which  he  establisbed  in  his  own  private  abode  (at  present 
occupied  a?  the  country  residence  of  Mr.  Normsm  of  the 
Cheltenham  Umaminei'.) 

To  William  Byrne,  a  resident  poet,  we  are  indebted  for  a  detail 
of  incidents  connected  with  the  history  and  legends  of  tW 
locality.  This  volume  contains  numerous  extracts  from  one  of 
his  works,  which  contains,  among  many  others,  a  much  admired 
poem^ — **  Sunday  Morning  at  the  Parish  Church,  Cheltenham." 
His  writings  have  been  favourably  reviewed  by  the  press,  and 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen  signified  her  approval  of  the  author's 
eompositions,  by  letter,  soon  after  publication. 

The  prize  for  a  poem  on  ^*  Garibaldi,'*  offered  by  a  gentleman 
connected  with  the  local  press,  in  1861,  was  won  by  Lewis 
Sergeant,  a  scholar  of  Pates'  Gramojar  School,  and  who  after- 
wards obtained  the  first  of  two  scholarships  in  St.  Catherine's 
College,  Cambridge. 

Hepworth  Dixon,  whose  "Life  of  Bacon,"  and  ** Defence  of 
William  Penn"  are  so  deservedly  esteemed,  and  whose  editorship 
of  the  Jtbenaum  has  been  so  successful,  was  a  resident,  and 
connected  with  the  C^limham  JoumaL 

The  Bev.  J.  £.  Siddle,  M.A.,  the  late  Incumbent  of  St.  Philip's 
Church,  was  the  author  of  the  English  and  Latin  Dictionary,  ' 
which  ia  in  general  use,  beisides  many  historical  wor^ 
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The  Rev.  C.  H.  Bromby,  M.A.,  the  Principal  of  the  Training 
College,  and  Incumbent  of  St.  FauFs  Church,  has  been  for 
many  years  past  known  by  his  numerous  works  on  education. 
His  fame  as  an  author  is  not  confined  to  England,  but  has 
spread  itself  even  to  the  United  States.  We  observed  in  a 
Michigan  newspaper  the  following  eloquent  quotation : — 

**  Training  or  Childeen.— There  is  in  this  great  work  emphatically  a  right 
order  and  a  wrong  oider  of  prosecnting  religions  tmth.  In  matter  and  in 
manner  we  most  remomber  the  periods  of  child-life  both  in  onr  schools  and  in 
onr  families.  We  must  do  more  than  crowd  the  memory  with  texts  or  dry 
abstractions,  if  we  would  awaken  the  consciousness  of  God's  presence  and  of  6od*s 
love,  His  power,  His  providence,  His  hatred  of  sin,  His  love  of  goodness, — then 
it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  we  bear  in  mind  all  along— the  child's  age, 
his  mental  capacity,  his  modes  of  thought.  In  other  words,  we  must  follow  the 
example  of  the  Great  Teacher,  and  ait  at  His  feet  and  see  how  He  spoke  to  us  of 
the  Father.  Of  His  teaching,  I  have  to  observe  this  two-fold  fact :  first,  that  it 
was  uniformly  illustrative,  and,  secondly,  that  the  iUostntions  were  borrowed  only 
from  tiuch  objects  upon  which  the  conceptions  of  His  hearers  were  defined  and 
distinct.  We  too  must  not  mount  higher  in  oar  illustrations  than  the  distant 
conception  of  onr  children.  While  they  are  still  infants,  and  learn  through  the 
outward  senses,  we  must  show  what  God  is,  from  what  He  does.  We  point  to 
the  green  fields,  and  to  the  beautiful  woods,  and  to  the  blue  sky,  and  show  His 
love.  We  listen  to  the  storm  and  wind,  and  feel  His  power.  In  the  Bible  I  would 
select  the  aecount  of  the  creation,  the  deluge,  and  the  scene  at  the  Red  Sea,  as 
well  as  some  of  the  simple  mirades  in  the  lives  of  David  and  Daniel  in  the  Old 
Testament,  and  of  onr  blessed  Lord,  to  illustrate  the  power  and  the  providence 
of  God." 

In  the  department  of  theological  literature  the  town  has  had 
many  prolific  writers,  including  the  incumbents  of  most  of  our 
churches  and  some  ministers  of  the  Dissenting  congregations. 
The  Bev.  A.  Morton  Brown,  LL.D.,  is  the  author  of  "  Leaders 
of  the  Lollards,"  "  Evenings  with  the  Prophets,"  &o.  The 
Eev.  L  D.  Hull  wrote  the  "  Lays  of  many  years."  The  Bev. 
F.  J.  Perry  founded  his  beautiful  poem  "  The  Village  "  from  the 
rural  scenery  in  the  vicinity. 

The  Bev.  Dr.  Croly,  rector  of  St.  Stephens,  Walbrobk,  who 
died  in  December,  1860,  was  a  visitant.  "Dr.  Croly  had 
connexions  and  attached  friends  in  Cheltenham.  He  was 
amongst  its  occasional  visitors.  He  was  greatly  esteemed  by 
those  who  had  the  privilege  of,  enjoying  his  society.  As  a 
successful  writer  he  had  been  before  the  public  for  nearly  half 
a  century.  One  of  the  earliest  works  was  his  poem  on  '  Paris 
'  in  1815,'  and  it  was  one  of  his  best.  In  1820,  he  published 
his  'Angel  of  the  World';  in  1824,  his  play  of  *  Pride  shall 
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have  a  fall';  and  in  1828,  his  magnificent  biblical  romance  of 
*  Salathiel  *,  which  in  eloquence  and  splendour  has  been  rarely 
equalled.  These,  and  his  amusing  '  Tales  of  the  Great  St. 
Bernard',  and  his  latest  volume  of  poetry,  in  1851,  under  the 
title  of  'Scenes  from  Scripture,  with  other  poems',  comprise 
his  principal  works  of  fiction.  He  was  a  contributor  to  Black- 
wood and  other  magazines."  {Cheltenham  Examiner^  Dec. 
5,  1860). 

Mr.  C.  Hale,  an  old  resident,  has  shown  considerable  research 
in  his  "  Graves  of  our  Fathers." 

That  prolific  writer,  Jellinger  C.  Symons,  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
Inspectors  of  Schools,  who  died  in  I860,  was  long  connected 
with  the  town,  and  married  a  daughter  of  B.  Kendal,  Esq.,  one 
of  the  Cheltenham  magistrates.  His  valuable  work  "  Arts  and 
Artizans  at  home  and  abroad,"  is  one  of  the  best  extant  as  an 
authority  for  ascertaining  the  staple  commodity  of  any  nation. 
He  was  successively  editor  of  the  Cheltenham  Exammer  and  Free 
Press.    The  C/itic  in  noticing  his  demise  observes  :  — 

"  Mr.  Symons,  who  was  the  soa  of  a  country  clergyman,  was  born  in  1809, 
and  received  his  education  at  Corpus  Christi  College,  Cambridge,  where  he 
graduated  B.A.  in  183  L.  He  was  called  to  the  Bar  at  the  Middle  Temple  in  184<3, 
but  soon  began  to  combine  with  the  more  special  duties  of  his  profession  a  devotion 
to  literary  questions  of  a  social  character,  and  more  especially  to  the  statistics  of 
crime,  education,  and  other  kindred  topics.  His  writings  soon  attracted  the 
attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  by  whom  he  was  appointed  one  of  the 
Inspectors  of  Schools.  The  various  pamphlets,  lectures,  speeches,  &c.,  and  more 
elaborate  treatises  on  educational  and  social  subjects,  which  he  published  between 
that  date  and  the  present  year,  fill  upwards  of  six  pages  in  the  new  catalogue  of 
the  British  Museum.  Mr.  Symons  is  also  remembered  for  a  controversy  which  he 
carried  on  against  Dr.  VThewell,  and  all  the  leading  astronomers  of  the  day, 
respecting  the  revolution  of  the  moon  on  its  axis,  and  for  an  interesting  essay 
on  the  authorship  of  'Junius.*  " 

Allies,  the  Worcestershire  historian,  and  Mrs.  Eison,  authoress 
of  "  Letters  on  the  Continent,"  have  been  among  the  number 
of  resident  literati^  and  also  Mr.  Hull,  the  author  of  "The 
Geology  of  the  country  around  Cheltenham.** 

In  that  branch  of  literature  which  is  united  with  the  science 
of  music,  the  locality  can  also  boast  of  having  had  eminent 
professors.  The  names  of  Kirstein,  Sapio,  and  Pio  Cianchettini, 
will  long  live  in  the  memory  of  those  who  have  ever  listened  to 
their  performances.  Few  among  the  living  have  enjoyed  so  long 
a  share  of  popularity  as  Barnett.    Long  ba3  this  emincDt 
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composer  been  a  resident.     He  is  the  author  of  those  celebrated 
operas  "  The  Mountnin  Sylph,"  "  Fair  Rosamond,"  &c. 

The  name  of  another  resident  professor,  John  Bishop,  has 
long  been  associated  with  the  musical  world  by  his  editions  of 
the  works  of  the  greatest  of  composers,  arid  by  many  contri- 
butions allied  to  the  subject  of  music.  To  him  we  are  indebted 
for  making  Handel  familiar  to  the  million.  His  life  of  that 
great  man  which  appeared  in  1856,  was  the  first  English  work 
that  gave  the  correct  date  of  the  birth  of  the  immortal  author 
of  the  "  Messiah."  In  Victor  Schoeler's  Life  of  Handel, 
published  in  1857,  the  discoveries  and  researches  of  Mr  Bishop 
are  quoted,  and  his  contribution  towards  a  correct  biography 
of  the  unrivalled  composer  acknowledged.  Mr.  Bishop  is  a 
native  of  Cheltenham,  and  branches  of  the  family  are  identified 
with  our  local'  dramatic  literature  and  music.  His  last  work, 
published  in  1862,  was  "  Remarks  on  the  present  state  of  Church 
Music."  He  has  ako  announced  a  new  work  of  a  very  valuable 
character. 

"  Mr.  Bishop,  of  Cheltenham,  is  engaged  on  a  new  edition  of  Barnard's  Church 
Music.  Barnard's  work,  beside  its  intrinsic  merits,  illastrates  the  ritual  history  of 
.the  Church  of  Eugland  in  a  very  interesting  way.  The  editor  is  kaown  to  be  a 
skilful  and  accurate  musician.*'  {ChitiCi  18b2). 

The  Hon.  Miss  F.  B.  Burton  was  a  resident  until  her  decease. 
This  literary  lady  was  the  authoress  of  many  works  of  the 
highest  order.  Miss  Burton's  aim  was  to  render  the  most 
learned  subjects  in  a  popular  form,  and  her  position  in  society 
enabled  her  to  publish  at  a  merely  nominal  price.  The  lady's 
best  known  work  is  "  Astronomy  Fj.miliarized,"  published 
in  1838,  which  contains  all  that  can  be  said  upon  the  subject, 
and,  as  a  specimen  of  the  authoress's  abilities,  we  extract  from 
the  chapter  on  Comets,  which  possesses  interest  at  the  present 
time : — 

"  An  abstruse  calculation  of  M.  Arrago's  pronounces  more  than  seven  million 
Comets  frequen'ing  our  planetary  system.*  Of  these,  140  appeared  in  the  course 
of  the  last  ceniury,  within  the  Earth's  orbit,  without  being  again  seen.  One 
especial  observation  ^cerits  attention.  Amidst  the  countless  directions  from,  and 
in  which,  Comets  are  rushing  throughout  our  solar  system,  there  is  one,  from 
whence  all  are  excluded;  namely,  ihe  line  ot  the  celestial  ecliptic,  around  which 
travel  the  £irih  and  the  other  solar  planets.  Comets  are  found  approaching  the 
oeleatiftl  eoUptio  impetuqusLy,  from  the  most  direct,  to  the  moat  slanting  conrte 
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act^o^s  it ;  biti  no  Comets  move  atonff  any  portion  of  it.  The  unerring  rtiihuten^si 
of  creatiye  (iare  thus  guarding  the  path  of  its  solar  worlds  from  undue  proximity 
even  with  their  regenerators.  Aj^ents  of  grandeur  proportionate  to  energies  thitfi 
awful — what  a  spectacle  is  permitted  to  man,  in  beholding  bodies  thus  tremendous, 
tMversing  immensity  with  such  appnlling  rapidity  ;  and,  within  limits  preWribed, 
wheeling  about  with  «  regularity  so  precise." 

Millett,  the  portrait  painter,  who  resided  so  long  in  tlie  town, 
was  the  author  of  that  very  popular  play,  "  Aladdin."  He 
built  with  the  money  earned  by  his  talents,  the  Imperial  Hotel 
in  the  Promenade,  now  called  the  Imperial  Club.  He  was  th6 
father  of  Capt.  Millett,  who,  until  recently,  was  also  a  resident. 

"Millett  thi  Portrait  Painter,  and  his  Hotel  at  CHSLTENHAk.-l- 
Of  another  friend,  about  this  period,  (1820),  I  have  a  curioni  theatrical  anecdote 
to  relate.  Mr.  Millett  was  a  miniature  paimer  of  fasliionable  repute,  and  one  of 
the  best  rirtists  in  his  line  of  that  day.  He  had  just  finished  a  likeness  of  the 
famous  Kiug  of  Poyais,  Magregor,  fa  royal-looking  personage  he  wus,)  which  I 
called  to  see,  and  we  afterwards  strolled  out  together.  Ueiding  the  playbills  on 
the  waHs,.we  saw  "Aladdin'*  announced,  at  which  Millett  laughed,  and  sa^, 
*  Tou  would  hardly  believe  that  some  years  ago  I  tried  my  hand  at  dramatic 
writing,  and  really  sent  in  a  piece  under  that  very  title,  of  which  I  hate  devtt 
beard  since.  I  should  like  to  go  and  see  this  novel^  of  the  same  name.'  *  The 
play*s  the  thing,*  answered  I,  and,  after  a  quiet  chop  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  the 
theatre  we  went.  After  the  play,  the  curtain  drew  up  for  the  grand  spectacle  of 
the  '  Wonderful  Lamp  ;*  and  not  the  least  extraordinary  and  amusing  part  of  !t 
was  performed  in  our  box  by  my  compauioa.  On  the  opening  scene  he  gave  me 
a  dreadful  kick  on  the  shins,  exclaiming,  *  That*s  mine  !  that's  mine !'  A  Httle 
change  took  place,  and  he  added,  aotto  voce, '  Or  very  like  it.*  The  short  and  the 
long  of  it  was  that '  Aladdin  *  was  Millett's  drama,  converted  into  one  6(  the  liibst 
successful  spectacles  ever  produced ;  and  perhaps  he  was  the  first  dramatist  wlio 
ever  went  to  see  a  piece  of  liis  own  performed  without  knowing  it.  By  my  advice 
he  wrote  to  Mr.  Harris  the  next  day,  stating  the  circumstances,  and,  in  return, 
received  from  that  gentieraun  a  letter  of  thinks  and  a  cheque  for  a  hundrol 
guineas.  Whether  it  was  to  follow  the  example  of  his  hero,  I  cannot  isell,  but  he 
left  off  painting  in  London  and  settled  in  Cheltenham,  wh^re  he  built  a  most 
magnificent  palace  for  an  hotel,  and  let  it  at  a  rent  of  £600  k  year.*'  (Auto- 
biography of  William  Jordan,  vol.  iii.) 

Another  resident  artist  carried  the  first  prize  in  1843,  for  a 
design  of  the  Cartoons  for  the  New  Houses  of  Parliament  :— 

•*  For  one  of  the  cartoons  now  exhibiting  m  Westflrintter  Hali,  a  premintn  ef 
£300  has  been  awarded  to  one  of  our  townsmen,  Mr.  £.  Arniit^f  e^  13,  George 
Street,  Adelphi,  and  Prestbury  Mansion, Cheltenham.  The  subject  of  the  drawing 
is  *  Caesar's  first  invasion  of  Britain,'  and  the  Times  has  thus  remarked  upon  it:— 
'  This  cartoon  is  very  splendid :  the  sobrject  is  treated  aftet  the  manner  of  Le  Brno, 
and  reminds  the  spectator  of  some  of  the  pictures  of  that  arti^  in  the  Louvie.** 

The  local  School  of  Art  is  distitiguished  for  tlie  ihatty  priced, 
both  local  dnd  natidttal;  ^6b*its  t&etialbd^  MV(i  obtained. 
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Accordinjif  to  a  return  of  the  various  Art  Schools  in  England, 
made  in  1857,  Cheltenham  had  educated  1,350  students,  which, 
in  proportion  to  I  he  population,  was  the  largest  number  of  any 
place.  According  to  the  eighth  annual  report,  issued  in  1861, 
the  average  number  in  attendance  was  205.  The  report  states 
that  '*  the  testimony  which  has  been  again  borne  to  the  suc- 
cessful teaching  in  the  school  by  the  Inspector  from  the  Science 
and  Art  Department,  South  Kensington,  must  prove  highly 
gratifying  to  all  interested  in  the  progress  of  Art  amongst  us. 
Fifteen  medals  and  twenty-one  prizes,  exclusive  of  those  which 
have  been  awarded  to  students  of  the  Training  College  and  other 
public  schools,  have  rewarded  the  industry  of  the  pupils,  and 
sustained  the  character  of  the  school.  Of  these  fifteen  medals, 
the  Committee  have  the  pleasure  to  state,  nine  were  awarded  to 
lady  students."  According  to  the  report  of  1862,  the  attendance 
at  the  school  amounted  to  286.  The  national  medal,  in  1858, 
was  won  by  one  of  the  students,  Mr.  K.  T.  Waite.  "  We  are 
assured  by  a  competent  judge  that  the  drawing  of  Mr.  Waite  is 
one  of  the  best  of  its  kind  which  has  yet  been  placed  in  the 
South  Kensington  Museum.  {Cheltenham  Examiner,  July  14, 
1868). 

Thomas  Haynes  Bayly,  the  founder  of  a  new  style  of  English 
ballads,  and  whose  poetical  productions  will  endure  as  long  as  a 
taste  exists  for  English  poetry,  is  most  closely  linked  with  the 
town's  history.  In  Cheltenham,  Bayly  not  only  lived  but  died. 
Here  he  rests  in  peace.  He  reposes  beneath  a  willow  tree 
planted  by  a  friendly  hand  in  the  new  burial  ground.  The 
poet's  "  last  home "  is  amid  the  luxuriant  turfy  grass  to  the 
left  of  the  chapel,  and  it  is  as  quiet  and  secluded  a  spot  as 
could  have  been  selected  for  a  poet's  grave.  Located  at  a 
distance  from  the  main  walks,  the  last  resting  place  of  the  poet 
is  not  easily  discernable,  but  **  the  pilgrim  to  the  poet's  tomb," 
and  we  trust  there  may  be  many  yet,  may  discover  it  by  the  aid 
of  the  drooping  willow  which  hangs  its  head,  as  if  in  grief,  over 
all  that  is  mortal  of  him  whose  words  have  penetrated  many  a 
heart  and  caused  a  tear  of  affection  to  be  shed.  Bayly  sought 
relief  in  the  beautiful  air,  scenery,  and  mineral  waters  of  the 
place,  from  the  effects  of  ill-health.  But  all  aids  failed  him, 
and  he  calmly  resigned  his  spirit  unto  Him  who  gave  it.  Thomas 
Haynes  Bayly  resided  at  No.  480,  High-street,  where  he  died 
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on  April  22,  1839,  after  a  protracted  illness,  at  the  age  of  42 
years.  He  was  interred  in  the  new  burial  ground,  and  for  a 
long  time  afterwards  only  a  foot  stone  was  erected  to  mark  the 
spot  where  the  poet's  remains  rested.  At  length  a  memorial 
was  reared,  interesting  from  the  kindly  feelings  which  prompted 
it.  Mrs.  Morgan,  an  ardent  admirer  of  the  poet's  productions, 
then  residing  at  Norwood,  came  to  Cheltenham,  planted  the 
willow  tree  which  now  mournfully  hangs  over  the  grave,  and  at 
ber  own  expense  erected  a  head  stone.  The  inscription  simply 
records  the  name  and  date  of  decease — eulogy  has  been  deemed 
unnecessary  for  a  poet  whose  productions  are  so  familiar.  A 
design  is,  however,  cut  out  of  the  stone  from  a  drawing  executed 
by  Mrs.  Morgan.  As  a  work  of  art  it  is  trifling,  but  the  idea 
which  it  conveys  is  most  significant.  It  represents  a  butterfly 
escaping  from  its  chrysalis  state,  emblematical  of  resurrection, 
and  symbolical  of  the  author's  celebrated  ballad,  "  I'd  be  a 
butteiiy."  The  lady  who  has  thus  endeavoured  to  perpetuate 
the  poet's  memory  in  Cheltenham,  is  the  Mrs.  Morgan,  to  whom 
the  author  dedicated  his  beautiful  posm,  "  'Twas  in  a  happy 
summer  hour,"  which  is  presented  in  his  memoir  published  by 
Bentley. 

In  St.  James's  Church,  in  this  town,  a  mural  marble  tablet 
has  been  erected  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Bayly.  It  bears  the 
following  inscription,  written  by  Theodore  Hook : — "  Sacred  to 
the  memory  of  Nathaniel  Thomas  Haynes  Bayly,  Esq.,  who 
died  in  this  town,  the  22nd  of  April,  1839,  aged  42  years.  He 
was  a  kind  parent,  an  affectionate  husband,  a  popular  author, 
and  an  .accomplished  gentlemen.  To  commemorate  the  good 
qualities  which  she  duly  appreciated,  this  tablet  Las  been  erected 
by  his  disconsolate  mother." 

The  Rev.  J.  Middleton,  the  author  of  "  Pompeii,"  a  resident  poet 
of  high  celebrity,  at  a  lecture  at  the  Literary  and  Philosophical 
Institution,  in  1 840,  read  a  poem  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Bayly, 
and  in  1852  Mr.  Thornton,  also  a  resident  poet,  paid  a  tribute 
to  his  memory.  Both  these  poetical  productions  were  worthy  of 
their  authors  and  the  occasion  which  called  them  forth.  In 
acknowledging  the  latter  compliment,  the  widow  of  the  gifted 
poet,  in  a  letter  to  its  author,  thus  concludes ; — "  I  also  send 
you  an  extract  from  the  reviews  of  one  of  his  prose  works, 
'  Kindness  in  women.'     I  shall  be  most  happy  to  frame  the 
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verses  you  wrote  at  hia  ^ave,  and  place  them  ija  my  drawing- 
room.  My  drawing-room  is  now  ornamented  with  pictures  done 
for  me  by  friends,  from  some  of  Haynes  Bayly's  songs,  ajid  I 
expect  soon  to  be  presented  with  his  pedigree  to  hang  among 
them.  His  pedigree  is  a  very  ancient  one,  being  descended 
from  Elizabeth  Woodville,  who  was  Lady  Grey  of  Grobby — 
consequently,  being  Queen  of  King  Edward,  she  was  ancestor 
to  Lady  Jane  Grey.  Haynes  Bay  ley,  therefore,  comes  in  under 
the  same  line  as  her  present  Majesty,  and  the  late  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington— the  former  being  twenty-first  in  descent  from  Edward 
L,  and  the  latter  nineteenth  in  descent  from  the  same  king. 
Pray  believe  me,  truly  yours,  Helena  Haynes  Bayly.'*  Although 
a  private  communication,  we  have  quoted  from  this  letter, 
feehng  assured  that  the  public  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  the 
poet's  widow  still  survives  and  still  retains  a  taste  for  that 
poetical  literature  which  her  gifted  partner  so  much  cultivated 
when  among  the  living.  The  fact  is  especially  interesting  lo  the 
musical  portion  of  our  residents.  How  frequently  have  we 
heard  crowded  and  fashionable  auditories  at  the  Assemby  Rooms, 
during  a  concert,  loudly  applaud  and  encore  the  compositions  of 
Bayly,  and  few  who  did  so,  perhaps,  were  aware  that  the  author 
lived  and  died  near  the  spot  in  which  they  were  assembled.  The 
poet  is  no  more,  but  his  widow  yet  lives,  and  the  letter  which 
furnishes  us  with  this  latter  fact,  and  which  we  have  been 
quoting,  is  of  recent  date,  being  headed  "  Monkstone,  county 
of  Cork,  Ireland,  December  8,  1852." 

The  author  is  also  indebted  to  Mrs.  Bayly  for  facts  com- 
municated in  reference  to  the  present  notice.  This  lady,  whose 
family  relations  were  residents,  is  still  a  periodical  visitor. 

On  approaching  the  Gloucester-road  from  Christ  Church  the 
eye  is  met  by  a  noble  residence  surrounded  by  stately  trees,  and 
firming  a  picturesque  termination  to  the  view  from  a  declivity 
of  the  hill  on  which  the  sacred  edifice  is  placed.  This  building 
is  celebrated  as  the  birthplace  of  Thomas  Henry  Stjaly,  a  poet 
and  writer  of  celebrity,  who  died  at  Bristol,  in  184! 9.  Alstone 
Lawn,  for  such  is  the  name  of  the  mansion,  was  the  property  of 
the  Sealy  family  until  within  the  past  thirty-six  years.  They 
appear  to  have  been  persons  moving  in  the  higher  circles  of 
society,  and  were  regarded  as  possessing  wealth  and  local  in- 
fluence.   Born  in  such  circumstances,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
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that  the  poet  received,  when  young,  a  first-class  education. 
Thomas  Henry  Sealy  was  born  at  Alstone  Lawn  in  1 8 1 L : 
when  he  died  he  was  only  thirty-seven,  that  fatal  age  to  genius  1 
After  rambling  about  the  world  for  a  time,  in  which  period  he 
visited,  amongst  other  countries,  the  classic  land  of  Italy,  and 
there  drank  deeply  of  that  perennial  fountain  of  poetic  inspira- 
tion, he  settled  down  at  Bristol,  where  the  exigencies  of  his 
family  fixed  him  for  a  number  of  years.  Here  he  conducted 
several  literary  undertakings,  but  with  less  fortunate  results  /or 
himself  than  moral  benefits  to  the  community.  He  was  well 
Tersed  in  Italian  literature  and  poetry,  ancient  and  modern;  and 
some  of  his  translations  from  that  langaage  are  greatly  admired 
for  fidelity  and  spirit.  But  he  did  not  confine  himself  to  the 
humbler  ofiice  of  re-creating  the  work  divine  oi  other  hands ; 
he  aspired  to  the  personal  honour  of  the  poet's  vocation.  A 
volume  of  poems,  published  under  the  quaint  title  of  "The 
Little  Old  Man  in  the  Wood,"  will  be  remembered  by  the 
poetical  reader.  Natural  history  and  antiquities  also  eng  ged 
his  attention.  He  had  a  curious  eye,  and  had  observed  nature 
for  himself.  For  several  years,  down  to  1843,  he  was  editor 
of  "  The  Western  Archseological  Magazine,"  published  in 
Bristol.  At  that  period  he  embarked  his  genius  and  his  fortune 
in  a  weekly  newspayer,  called  TJie  Great  Western  AdnertUer^ 
which,  after  a  hard  struggle  for  existence,  failed,  and  involved 
its  editor  and  proprietor  in  ruin.  The  losses  in  this  under- 
taking, were  estimated  at  £12,000.  From  the  mental  effects  of 
this  calamity  he  never  recovered.  His  misfortunes  preyed  upon 
a  mind  naturally  Sj^isitive,  wasted  his  health,  and,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  harassing  labours  to  which  they  gave  rise,  in  fac^ 
necessitated,  threw  him  into  the  consumption  which  carried  him 
to  a  premature  grave,  just  as  the  finer  qualities  of  his  mind 
w^e  beginning  to  develope  themselves,  and  his  status  in  the 
world  of  intellect  acknowledged.  All  who  had  the  happi- 
ness of  his  acquaintance  loved  and  honoured  him  sincerely. 
Many  more,  who  knew  him  only  in  his  works,  admired  the 
subtle  soul,  the  delicate  irony,  the  virgin  freshness,  powers  and 
truth  which  pervaded  them  like  a  possessing  spirit.  Of  all 
English  writers  his  genius  most  resembles  that  of  Goldsmith 
and  Charles  Lamb.  His  writings,  immature  as  some  of  them 
undoubtedly  are,  belong  to  that  favourite  order  of  English 
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classics,  and  will  hereafter  claim  their  place  upon  the  shelres 
with  these  productions. 

For  some  time  before  his  failure  he  conducted  a  periodical 
under  the  title  of  "Sealy's  Western  Miscellany,"  also  published 
at  Bristol,  and  in  this  he  published  some  of  his  most  charming 
tales.  The  book,  however,  by  which  he  is  best  known,  and  by 
which  he  will  be  remembered,  is  '*  The  Porcelain  Tower."  Of 
a  work  so  popular  it  is  needless  to  say  anything  in  this  place. 
His  anonymous  articles — scattered  through  many  journals  and 
reviews — would,  if  disposed  of  differently,  have  brought  him 
the  fame  which  can  alone,  to  the  aspiring  mind,  compensate  for 
the  loss  of  fortune.  But  this,  the  fact  which  we  have  just 
alluded  to,  denied  to  some  extent ;  at  least  it  threw  difficulties 
in  his  way.  He  was,  however,  emerging  into  distinction. 
Nature  had  made  him  a  literary  man,  and  she  had  not  withheld 
the  power  to  compass  great  intents.  Had  he  lived  he  would 
have  achieved  them.  He  fought  his  part  out  nobly ;  and,  to 
the  last,  his  brave  spirit  struggled  against  difficulty  and  de- 
pression. Militant  or  triumphant,  his  mind  was  equal  to  his 
fate.  He  died  untimely  for  himself  and  for  the  world.  But  he 
perished  in  a  high  service;  and  he  has  left  many  fellow  labourers 
behind  who  loved  his  virtues  and  honour  his  memory. 

Sir  James  Steuart,  who  is  identified  with  Scottish  literature, 
was  for  many  years  a  resident,  and  died  in  the  town  in  1839.  In 
Chambers^ %  Journal  for  that  year  occurs  the  following  biograph- 
ical notice : — "  In  August  last,  died  at  Cheltenham,  Sir  James 
Steuart,  of  Coltness,  Baronet.  This  obitur.ry  notice  would  also 
be  apt  to  pass  unnoticed.  Yet  to  those  who  know  a  little  of, 
and  feel  some  interest  in,  the  domestic  history  of  our  own 
northern  portion  of  the  island.  Sir  James  Steuart  was  a  some- 
what remarkable  man.  He  was  alive  in  1745,  though  only,  it 
is  true,  as  an  infant.  His  father,  in  the  month  of  October  in 
that  memorable  year,  proceeded  from  Holyrood  House  as  an 
ambassador  from  Prince  Charles  Stuart  to  Louis  XV.  of  Prance, 
in  order  to  arrange  for  a  French  invasion,  which  was  to  have 
overturned  the  Hanoverian  dynasty  in  Britain.  Such  strange 
things  may  the  life  of  a  single  man  bring  into  connection  with 
our  own  peaceful  age  1  Sir  James's  mother  was  sister  to  the 
Lord  Elcho  who  acted  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  insurrection, 
and  at  Culloden  is  said  to  have  entreated  the  Prince  to  charge 
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with  the  wreck  of  his  anny  against  the  too  Tictorious  troops  of 
Cumberland.  Sir  James  himself,  this  very  old  gentleman  who 
died  a  few  weeks  ago  at  Cheltenham,  was  a  friend  of  Lady 
Mary  Wortley  Montagu  I  She  speaks  of  him  in  some  of 
her  letters  as  a  fine  young  officer.  She,  it  will  be  recollected, 
was  born  a  subject  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary !  He 
was  also  a  pet  of  the  Duchess  of  Douglas,  a  singular  specimen 
of  the  old  world,  who  spoke  broad  Scotch,  uttered  all  sorts  of 
broad  jokes,  and  never  w«nt  out  of  her  way  for  any  body ;  this 
duchess's  husband  was  made  a  duke  at  the  Union  in  1707,  and 
fought  on  the  government  side  at  Sheriffmuir ;  transactions  which 
appear  almost  resolved  into  ancient  history.  The  former  Sir 
James,  the  Prince's  ambassador,  was  a  man  of  vigorous  talent, 
and  wrote  the  first  treatise  of  any  importance  in  our  language 
on  political  economy.  Yet  he  was  not  exempt  from  super- 
stitions, such  as  those  which  shaded  the  majestic  intellect  of 
Johnson,  and  from  which  perhaps  no  man  of  that  age  was 
altogether  free.  He  had  agreed  with  a  youthful  friend  named 
Trotter,  that  whichever  of  them  died  first,  should  come  back,  if 
possible,  to  give  an  account  of  the  other  world  to  his  surviving 
companion.  A  grove  near  Coltness  House,  in  Lanarkshire, 
where  they  had  often  studied  together  in  summer,  was  the  place 
appointed  for  this  re-appearance ;  that  there  might  be  no  mistake 
or  misapprehension,  the  hour  was  to  be  noon,  and  the  deceased 
party  was  to  come  in  the  form  and  'appearance  he  usually  bore 
in  life.  Mr.  Trotter  died,  and  for  maay  years  before  his  expa- 
triation in  1745,  Sir  James  went  regularly  at  mid-day  to  the 
appointed  place,  in  the  hope  of  meeting  his  friend.  Seventeen 
years  of  exile  elapsed,  during  which  his  mind  was  engrossed  by 
one  of  the  most  rationalising  of  all  studies.  Yet,  when  permitted 
by  the  clemency  of  George  111.  to  return  home,  and  resume 
possession  of  his  paternal  mansion,  he  had  still  ttie  same  feeling 
respecting  his  engagement  with  Mr.  Trotter.  He  resumed  his 
meridian  visits  to  the  grove,  and  continued  them  to  the  end  of 
his  life,  even  when  the  gout  had  made  him  scarcely  able  to  walk. 
He  used  to  say,  in  apology,  that  we  do  not  know  enough  of  the 
world  beyond  the  grave,  to  entitle  us  to  say  that  it  is  impossible 
for  one  who  has  entered  it  to  return  to  this  terrestial  sphere. 
We  must  look  with  additional  interest  on  the  scarcely  yet  dried 
obituary  notice  of  the  last  Sir  James  Steuart,  when  we  find  him 
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connecting  tlia  present  age  with  a  tale  sorouring  so  nm^  of^— 
we  may  almost  say — the  seventeentli  century.  Does  the  grove 
of  Coltness  still  exist  ?  The  estate,  alas  !  has^  been  sold  to  a 
mining  company  for  its  iron  and  coal.  We  would  fear  that  under 
its  new  circumstances,  romantic  associations  respecting  its 
surface  may  be  little  regardisd.  Yet  it  were  worth  while  to  take, 
some  car^  of  the  mansion  and  its  *  pertinents '  of  the  five  Sir 
James  Steiaarts  of  Boltness^—all  of  whom  were  men  of  some 
eminence  in  the  service  of  their  country,  though  in  different 
walks — the  second  being  perhaps  the  most  remarkable.  He  was 
a  fellow-adventurer  of  William  of  Nassau  in  his  voyage  of 
November,  186B,  wrote  his  manifesto  for  Scotland,  and  after 
the  succesful  achieven^ent  of  the  Eevolutiou,  became  his  Lord- 
Advocate  (first  officer  of  the  executive)  for  that  country.  *  Jamie 
Wylie  '  was  the  popular  name  of  this  statesman,  on  account  of 
his  dexterous  movements  amidst  the  trouble  politics  of  that  era; 
and  that  the  name  was  not  undeserved,  one  anecdote  will  show. 
In  1 708,  when  the  Chevalier  St.  George  was  hovering  on  ike 
coast  with  a  French  fleet,  some  one  represented  to  Sir  James 
that  of  course  the  man  who  wrote  so  important  a  paper  for 
William  could  not  but  be  in  great  danger — '  Hoot^'  replied  the 
old  politician, '  I'll  e'en  write  his  manitesto  too  !' 

It  will  be  seen  that  we  have  classed  Dr.  Jenner  the  immortal 
discoverer  of  vaccination  among  qur  local  literati.  In  Ghelten^ 
ham  he  practised  as  a  physician,  and  by  a  singular  coincidence 
his  biographer,  Dr.  Baron,  was  also  a  resident  medic^  practi- 
tioner. Dr.  Jenner  was,  moreover,  a  native  of  the  county, 
having  been  born  at  Berkeley.  It  is  an  inte^resting  fact  that 
the  original  portrait  of  Dr.  Jenner  is  still  preserved  at  Chelten- 
ham. This  memorial  of  the  great  man  consist^  of  a  large  and 
beautifully  executed  half-length  painting  in  oil.  It  was  painted 
by  the  great  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence  in  IS  10,  and  is  now  in 
the  possession  of  Miss  Baron^  St.  Margarett's  Terrace,  a  relation 
of  Dr.  Baron,  the  author  of  Jenner's  life.  In  that  able  work 
this  portrait  is  referred  to  by  Jenner  in  a  letter  to  James  Moore, 
Esq.,  dated  February  26th,  1810,  "  When  I  was  last  in  town  my 
friends  urged  me  to  sit  to  Lawrence,,  and  I  complied."  The 
engraved  portrait  which  adorns  Dr.  Baron's  work  of  the  great 
philanthropist  is  an  exact  copy  of  this  noble  work  of  art. 

The  number  of  literary,  apd  soient^c  residents  ia^  strikingly. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


OEIiEBSATEP  AT7THOB8.  4dl 

apparent  from  the  orgftnizatibne  wHch  hare  in  years  past  been 
effected  to  promote  the  spread  of  knowledge.  So  early  as  the 
year  1813,  the  justly  celebrated  Dr.  Jenner  attempted  the 
formation  of  the  first  Literaiy  Society,  at  his  residence,  No  8, 
St.  George's  Place.  In  after  years  similar  attempts  were  made, 
and,  at  meetings  from  time  to  time  held,  essays  were  read  by 
Sir  George  Whitmore,  Dr.  Chichester,  Dr.  Boisragon,  Dr. 
Bobinson,  Kev.  G.  Bonnor,  Dr.  ConoUy,  Mr.  Moss,  Mr.  H. 
Davies,  and  many  others.  The  influence  which  these  united 
efforts  exercised  is  manifest  by  the  members  raising,  by  the 
means  of  shares,  a  sufficient  amount  to  erect  the  late  Literary 
and  Philsophical  Institution,  which  for  so  many  years  ornamented 
the  promenade,  and  of  which  we  present  a  representation.  In 
an  architectural  point  of  view  the  building  is  deserving  of  notice, 
from  its  being  a  model  of  the  Temple  of  Theseus.  The  building 
of  the  Temple  of  Theseus  was  the  work  of  the  age  of  Pericles,  in 
the  year  that  Aphepsion  was  Archon,  467  years  before  Christ. 
It  was  built  of  Pentelic  marble,  and  was  honoured  at  its  opening 
by  games  and  festivals;  and  alao  by  the  celebrated  contest 
between  (Eschylus  and  Sophocles.  The  front  of  the  portico  of 
the  Institution,  like  Theseus,  is  hexastyle,  having  six  columns, 
which  are  fluted,  and  also  in  the  arrangement  of  its  intercolum- 
niations,  which  approachea  near  to  the  Systytos.  The  metopes 
in  front  of  Theseus,  were  soulptured  in  alto  relievo,  representing 
the  labours  of  Hercules  ;  on  dther  side  four  metopes  only  were 
sculptured,  representing  eight  of  the  achievements  of  Theseus. 
In  the  portico  of  the  Institution,  these  are,  from  motives  of 
economy,  left  plain.  The  proportions  of  the  development  of  the 
syffit  of  the  corona;  the  mutules,  with  the  distribution  of  their 
guAtffi;  the  tryglyphs,  and  also  the  autss,  are  preserved  with  the 
utmost  fidelity.  The  portico  being  the  architectural  feature 
intended  to  attract  most  attention,  the  remainder  of  the  front 
is  purposely  preserved  tranquil  and  unobtrusive.  The  interior 
of  the  building  contained  a  spacious  lecture-room,  library, 
reading-rooms  and  museum^.  In  the  latter,  among  the  curiosities, 
was  preserved  a  mummy  which  was  publicly  unrolled  at  the 
Institution  before  large  companies,  in  October,  1842,  by  D.  W. 
Nash,  Esq., ;  it  was  brought  to  England  by  Captain  Lowe,  E.N. 
There  was  also  a  fine  specimen  of  Monastic  art,  in  basso  relievo, 
discovered  at  Earls  C^oome,  Worcestershire,  representing  the 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


492  HI8T0UY  or  chklt^ham. 

leading  events  in  the  Life  of  Christ ;  and  many  other  specimens 
connected  with  history,  science  and  the  fine  arts,  worthy  of  being 
preserved.  The  Society  having  been  dissolved,  the  fine  classic 
building  was  taken  down  in  November,  1861.  The  museum, 
library,  and  works  of  art  are  still  preserved  with  a  view  to  their 
being  applied  for  the  purposes  of  a  public  institution  to  be  here* 
after  established  in  the  town. 


CHAPTEE   XXV. 

Hocal  Instances  of  Honsebftg. 

THE  salubrity  of  the  air  of  Cheltenham  has  been  an  acknow- 
ledged fact  and  enlarged  upon  by  the  most  eminent  medical 
writers  of  the  past  century.  The  proofs  which  have  led  to  this 
admission  are  to  be  found  in  the  Registrar's  reports,  which  have 
from  time  to  time  been  issued,  and  to  the  longevity  which  the 
inhabitants  generally  attain.  The  average  number  of  deaths  for 
past  years,  compared  with  other  towns  of  the  same  population, 
'show  how  favourable  the  locality  is  to  health.  In  1832,  when 
that  dreadful  scourge,  the  cholera,  was  destroying  its  victims  by 
hundreds  at  the  neighbouring  towns  of  Gloucester  and  Tewkes- 
bury, not  a  single  death  occurred  from  that  dire  disease  in 
the  town,  and  during  the  raging  of  the  epidemic  there  was  an 
unusually  small  number  of  deaths  from  any  cause.  A  still  more 
decisive  proof  is  to  be  found  in  the  great  age  attained  by  the 
inhabitants,  whether  of  such  as  are 

**  Native  and  to  the  manor  born/* 

or  of  those  who,  from  visitors,  in  pursuit  of  health  and  pleasure, 
have  become  from  choice,  enrolled  amongst  our  resident?.  We 
purpose  to  put  on  record  from  an  unerring  authority — **  the  book 
of  the  dead" — some  local  instances  of  the  prolongation  of 
human  life  which,  we  presume,  have  never  been  exceeded  else- 
where. 

"  Cheltenham,  from  its  position  and  other  circumstances,  may 
be  regarded  as  one  of  those  most  favourably  placed.    The 
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general  healthiness  of  the  town,  for  a  permanent  abode,  is 
clearly  proved  by  the  advanced  age  attained  by  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  inhabitants,  and  in  its  comparative  exemption  from 
fevers  of  a  pernicious  character,  and  from  devastating  epi- 
demics."   (Lee). 

"  It  was  this  purity  and  salubrity,  combined  with  the  shel- 
tered position  of  the  town,  which  induced  the  late  Sir  Benjamin 
Bell,  who  considered  the  climate  as  mild  as  that  of  any  portion 
of  the  coast  of  Devon,  to  select  Cheltenham  for  the  residence 
of  his  numerous  consumptive  patients/'  "  So  tempered  is  the 
climate,  by  the  very  circumstances  of  its  situation,  so  bountifully 
has  this  favoured  spot  been  adorned  with  all  the  charms  of 
scenery,  that  it  would  seem  as  if  in  its  formation  the  hand  of  an 
All-merciful  Providence  had  devised  it  for  the  fountain  head  of 
health."     (Weller). 

Dr.  Gibney  says  that,  "  the  climate  of  this  place  is  particu- 
larly well  adapted  for  health,  there  being  neither  great  extremes 
of  heat  nor  of  cold.  The  yearly  mean  heat  indicated  by  the 
thermometer  for  seven  consecutive  years,  is  51  deg.  36  min.,  a 
temperature  sufficiently  indicative  of  the  mildness  of  the 
atmosphere.  Ihe  town  is  so  sheltered  by  hills  from  the  north 
and  east  winds  that  consumption  and  winter  coughs  are  less 
prevalent  than  at  other  places ;  and  the  hills  are  at  such  a 
distance  as  to  attract  a  great  proportion  of  the  moisture,  which 
would  otherwise  impair  the  salubrity  of  the  air  of  the  town. 
ThQ  winds  most  common  at  Cheltenham  are  from  the  south  and 
west,  which  are  esteemed  the  least  prejudicial  to  health."  And 
Dr.  M'Cabe  further  remarks  that  "  there  are  neither  swamps 
nor  marshes  to  infect  the  air  with  their  pestilential  exhalations, 
and  induce  intermittent  fevers,  with  their  long  train  of  conse- 
quences, which  ultimately  break  the  constitution  ;  nor  cold  nor 
piercing  winds  to  drive  the  blood  from  the  surface  to  the  internal 
and  vital  organs,  and  occasion  colds,  catarrhs,  and  inflamations, 
which,  in  the  variable  climate  of  England,  are  too  frequently 
followed  by  pulmonary  consumption." 

''  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  health  of  the  town  at  the 
present  not  very  healthy  season,  when  we  state  that  although  its 
population  is  nearly  forty  thousand,  the  total  number  of  burials 
during  the  last  three  weeks  have  been  only  eight !  There  is,  pro- 
bably, not  another  town  in  England  of  its  size  which  can  show 
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such  a  low  rate  of  mortality  as  is  indicated  by  the  above 
gratifying  fact" — Cheltenham  Uxaminer,  Dec.  17,  1856. 

The  population  of  the  Cheltenham  Union  was,  prior  to  the 
last  census,  over  44,000,  and  yet  the  Registrar  General's  report 
— made  up  to  the  29th  Sept.,  1860,  showed  a  decrease  in  the 
number  of  deaths  compared  with  the  corresponding  quarter  in 

1859.  The  number  of  deaths  in  the  former  period  being  221 
and  in  the  latter  170.      The  Cheltenham  Examiner ,  of  Nov.  21, 

1860,  in  publishing  the  tabular  statement  at  length,  observes — 
**  From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  Cheltenham  still  holds  its 
place  as  one  of  the  most  healthy  localities  in  the  county.  Taking 
the  death  returns  as  showing  the  actual  state  of  health  in  each 
locality,  the  returns  give  a  result  equally  gratifying,  as  it  places 
Cheltenham  in  the  most  favoured  position  among  the  other 
towns  in  the  county.  The  above  figures  show  that,  by  means 
of  our  sanitary  improvements,  our  good  town  still  maintains  its 
position  as  standing  A  1  among  the  cities  of  the  kingdom  in 
the  books  of  the  Registrar  General." 

"  Persons  who  come  to  Cheltenham  directly  find  how  suita- 
ble the  climate  is  to  health,  Which  must  be  principally  ascribed 
to  the  purity  and  salubrity  of  the  air.  Indeed,  Gloucestershire 
is  famous  for  the  healthiness  and  longevity  of  its  inhabitants. 
In  the  reign  of  James  the  Eirst,  eight  old  men,  whose  ages 
added  together  made  eight  centuries,  performed  a  morris-dance. 
That  gome  should  reach  the  age  of  one  hundred  is  not  wonder- 
ful in  several  situations  and  countries,  but  that  they  should  be 
able  to  dance  is  certainly  a  circumstance  peculiar  to  this  fine 
county." — Guide  to  Wateriny  Places  (Longman.) 

"  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Cheltenham  the  air  is  soft  and 
mild  and  even  in  the  wintry  season  not  ungenial  to  its 
long-lived  inhabitants.  If  the  best  proof  of  the  healthfulness 
of  the  air  of  any  place  is  to  be  deduced  from  the  customary 
longevity  of  the  people,  many  very  old  persons  are  daily  to  be 
seen  in  Cheltenham ;  and  even  the  silent  repositories  of  the 
dead  are  vocal,  to  record  the  great  age  of  many  of  the  town  and 
neighbourhood." — Journey  to  Cheltenham  Spa,  1781. 

"  A.mong  the  spectators  who  witnessed  the  procession  on 
Monday  (inauguration  of  the  Russian  guns)  was  a  Mrs.  Wintle, 
in  her  94th  yeat.  The  old  lady  listened  with  great  glee  to  the 
Royal    salute  fired  from  the  guns  in  Prefstbury  Part,  and 
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appeared  fully  to  ente^  into  the  spirit  of  the  proceedings.  To 
how  many  events  of  the  past  century  must  this  woman's 
memory  date  back.  She  was  a  girl  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
American  War  of  Independence;  was  17  at  the  time  of  the 
battle  of  St.  Vincent,  23  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  first 
French  Revolution,  and  she  can  remember  many  occasions  of 
national  mourning  and  rejoicing  arising  out  of  the  terrific 
strug2;les  which  followed  that  event.'' — Cheltenham  Examiner^ 
July  7,  1858. 

The  death  of  a  well-known  frequenter  to  the  Cheltenham 
Market  is  also  recorded  in  the  same  local  paper  of  January  27th 
previous. 

**0n  Sunday  last,  in  the  hamlet  of  Woodraancotfe,  Ann 
Kitchen,  aged  105  years,  breathed  her  last.  Deceased  was 
formerly  a  market  woman,  and  as  such  attended  Oheltenham 
weekly  for  many  years.  For  the  last  two  years,  however,  she 
had  been  bed-ridden,  but  possessed  her  feculties,  both  visual 
and  intellectual,  unimpaired  up  to  the  period  of  her  death. 
Deceased  was  the  oldest  woman  in  the  county." 

"  It  may  be  satisfactory  to  those  who  feel  an  interest  in  Chel- 
tenham to  be  informed  of  the  following  facts : — The  ages  of 
the  only  five  persons  who  were  buried  in  Cheltenham  during 
the  past  week,  ending  August  4th,  amounted  in  the  aggregate 
to  399,  on  an  average  of  eighty  years  each  I  And  in  the 
following  week  there  were  only  two  persons  buried  in  the  town, 
out  of  a  population  of  40,0oO;  the  smallest  number  on  record 
in  any  one  week  for  a  great  many  years.  It  is  also  gratifying 
to  know  that  during  the  portion  of  the  year  1860,  which  has 
already  expired,  there  have  been  considerably  less  deaths  than 
there  were  in  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year."— (7M^^- 
ham  Examiner i  Aug.  15,  1860. 

A-t  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  at  Chelt- 
enham, in  July,  1861,  it  was  oflScially  anhounced  by  the 
chairman,  Mr.  Downing,  that  among  the  number  of  persons 
receiving  parochial  relief,  **  370  are  upwards  of  Id  years  of  age 
to  94  yeare  of  age,  which  is  the  age  of  the  oldest  pauper  out  of 
the  house,  although  we  haVe  an  older  pauper  in  the  house." 
At  the  present  time  there  are  two  recipients  of  out-door  relief 
who  were  95  years  of  age  last  birthday. 

"One  instance  of  longevity,  and  of  the  reteniion  of  bodily 
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bealth  and  activity  for  nearly  a  century,  is  worthy  of  being 
recorded.  In  April,  1818,  William  Lake,  a  native  of  Bod- 
dington,*  died  there  at  the  close  of  his  99th  year.  He  was  in 
the  constant  and  daily  habit  of  walking  to  Cheltenham  and  back 
again — a  distance  both  ways  of  nine  miles — until  a  few  days 
previous  to  his  death,  and  to  the  last  he  perfectly  possessed  his 
mental  faculties."  (Griffiths.) 

At  a  public  dinner,  given  to  celebrate  the  extension  of  gas 
lamps  in  the  public  streets  from  Cheltenham  to  Leckhampton, 
in  January,  1862,  among  the  guests  present  was  an  old  inhabi- 
tant, named  Purser,  who  had  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
105  years  1 

"  During  the  past  month,  an  unusual  number  of  aged  persons 
have  died  in  Cheltenham,  no  less  than  thirteen  having  beea 
interred  in  our  .parish  cemetery  above  70  years  of  age.  Of  this 
number,  eleven  had  passed  their  75th  year ;  seven  had  exceeded 
80 ;  four  had  passed  85 ;  one  had  reached  99 ;  and  one  died 
at  103.  Their  united  ages  make  a  total  of  1071  years,  or  an 
average  of  upwards  of  82  years  to  each  person.  These  statistics 
are  such  as  few  towns  in  England,  of  similar  size  to  Cheltenham, 
can  boast."  {Cheltenham  Examiner,  April  2,  1862.) 

In  1807,  Dr.  Jameson  copied  from  the  tombstones  in  the 
Parish  Churchyard,  the  ages  of  864  persons,  the  majority  of 
whom  were  above  60 ;  fifteen  were  90  years  old,  and  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  were  between  the  ages  of  65  and  96. 
Similar  is  the  testimony  of  Moreau,  who  investigated  the  matter 
a  few  years  previous.  "In  the  year  1800,"  he  says,  "the 
churchyard  bears  record  to  the  memory  of  225  persons,  who, 
within  80  years  of  the  past  century,  died  between  the  ages 
of  65  and  96." 

Kuff,  speaking  of  the  Old  Well  Walk,  remarks,  "  These  trees 
were  planted  for  Capt.  Skillicome  by  Mr.  Andrews,  a  respectable 
surveyor  of  Cheltenham,  who  died  in  1743 ;  and  a  strong 
instance  is  afforded  of  the  healthiness  of  the  place,  and  how 
greatly  it  is  conducive  to  longevity,  that  his  widow  died  in  1808, 
aged  94  years,  and  had  been  sixty  years  a  widow ;  and  her 
mother  died  at  the  age  of  92  years." 

For  nearly  half  a  century,  there  was  an  inmate  of  the  Chelt- 
enham Workhouse,  named  Sarah  Bradstock,  who  retained  her 
faculties  to  the  last,'  and   lived  to  be  within  four  months 
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of  106  years.  To  perpetuate  the  memoi^  of  this  local  veteran, 
a  monument  was  erected,  at  the  public  expense,  over  her  grave 
in  the  New  Burial  Ground,  where  she  was  interred  in  1347. 

Annexed  is  a  list,  extracted  from  the  local  registers,  of  some 
of  the  more  aged  inhabitants,  with  the  year  when  interred,  and 
the  age  at  the  last  birthday  prior  to  decease. 


INSTANCES    OP    LONGEVITY    ATTAINED    BY    DECEASED 
INHABITANTS    OF    CHELTENHAM. 


Tear  of 
decease. 


Name. 


Age. 


1791     Hannah  Leach 96 

1795    Anne  Hopkins 93 

1800     Mary  Stevens  92 

1803    Anne  Andrews 94 

1815     Ann  Ang^elic 91 

"       Maiy  Lane   102 

**       Richard  Sherrington   91 

1825     Richard  Lily    106 

"       Esther  Stroud  1C4 

«       Tlionifts  Williams 102 

"       Thomas  Morgan  91 

1830    Dinah  Chestero    103 

1833    Sarah  Brown    98 

1835     Eliza  Harding 100 

"       Elizabeth  Fry 103 

1886    Robert  Chambers 99 

18>J7     Martha  Williams 99 

1839  Mary  Belteridge  97 

"       John  Brown...' 99 

1840  William  Pantin    96 

1842  Elizabeth  Workman. 102 

1843  Sarah  Kinfrham    97 

Sarah   Uiam 99 

"       Thomas  Starr  90 

«       Sarah  Wellsman  90 

"       Ann  Sweeney   92 

1844  Benjamin  Johnson    95 

«       William  Holford 92 

"       Isabella  Rogers    91 

1845  Francis  Crompton  93 

"       Anne  Blessauxnax   91 

«       Elizabeth  Weake 90 

«       Mary  Smith 90 

"       Jane  Heming   92 

1846  James  Hawkins   90 

"       Mary  Page   90 

"       AnneLowe  91 

«       Sarah  Bagott    90 

**      GUbert  Jones' 91 


Tear  of 
decease. 


Name. 


Age. 


1846  Elizabeth  Little 94 

1847  Thomas  Mason 91 

S.imu^-1  Davis   96 

Sarnh  Brndstock 105 

"        Mary  Gardner 91 

*'       Caroline  Tanner  90 

1848  Thomas  Walker  91 

Ann  Griffith. 91^ 

"       Ann  Green    92 

1849  William  Jordan    92 

«       Richard  Webb 96 

"       W.  Jordan    90 

"       Elizabeth  Champion    90 

Elizabeth  M.  Keating 97 

"       Elizabeth  Pimble 98 

«       Ann  C.Douglas  92 

"       Jane  Rose 94 

1850  Sarah  Kench    90 

"       Francis  Radnal    93 

"       Ann  Webb    97 

'*       John  West    92 

"       Elizabeth  Morgan   92 

"       Phillipa  Shaw 95 

1851  Nicholas  Allen 90 

«       William  Wilks 91 

1852  MaryMaisey    97 

"       Elizabeth  Greening 91 

«       Elizabeth  C.  Stephens 91 

«  Rev.  Sir  R.Wolseley,  Bart.  92 

"       Jane  Johnstone    94 

«       Charlotte  Cotton 97 

1853  AnnDavies 91 

"       Louisa  Cook 96 

"       Ann  Iredell : 92 

«       Harriett  Till 94 

«       Martha  Rose 91 

"       Charlotte  Scott 104 

1864    David  Home 91 

"      Elizabeth  Cook    97 
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1854  Maria  Ward 96 

"       Arara  Williams 91 

"       M.  HawJinson  91 

"       Lavinia  Leoon 90 

1855  Sarah  SalHs 92 

"       Robert  Lambert  93 

«       John  GriffiD 92 

"       JohnJ.  Sextie 90 

"       Thomas  Jones 90 

"       William  Walkeley   90 

"       Hannah  Deeton   91 

"       Major  Browne 92 

"       William  Berry 98 

1856  ITiomas  Clutterbuck   90 

1867    Timothy  Callagan   9fi 

Elizabeth  Taylor 96 

"       AnnVickerage «.  97 

"       Mary  Belcher  94 

"       Sarah  Mason   91 

"       Elizabeth  Lee.. 91 

"       Ann  Leonard  92 

"       Ann  Clarke  90 

"       Mary  Masters  92 

"       Moses  Moses'   ,.  90 

"       William  Griffiths 95 


1857  Eichard  Saunders 91 

"        Catherine  Flanney  98 

"       Ann  Loyd 99 

1858  Letitia  Barry   91 

"       Charlotte  Jacobs 94 

1859  Solomon  Samuels 92 

"       Sarah  Parry 93 

"       Kate  Levison   91 

"       Sarah  Jones 94 

♦*       Charlotte  Osbaldibton 90 

Thomas  Wells 90 

"       Margarett  Wooley   90 

"       Thoraes  Hemin    90 

1860  Elizabeth  Griffiths   97 

John  Karnev   93 

Mary  Kingd'om   92 

1861  AnnTownsend 92 

"       John  Hardy 93 

"       John  Baker 92 

"       Mary  Durham 90 

"       Ann  Melvin 90 

Mary  Martin    93 

«       Amy  Webb    98 

1862  Bartholomew  Cassidy  103 

"       Charlotte  Scott   100 


CHAPTER    XXYI. 

0 1  tbe  old  Elm  Tree,  that  for  ages  past 

Has  bow*d  its  majestic  head 
To  the  gentle  breeze  and  the  sturdy  blast, 

Still  flourishes  o*er  the  dead. 
And  whenever  I  gaze  on  its  aspect  bold, 

Or  give  ear  to  its  mournful  creak, 
Do  I  think  what  a  tale  would  it  unfold, 

Could  its  leaves  or  its  branches  speak. — J.  Cabf£NT£R. 

THE  large  number  of  trees,  including  almost  every  known 
variety,  which  grow  in  the  parish  of  Cheltenham,  by  their 
beautiful  foliage  and  diversity  of  form  contribute  greatly  to 
impart  that  picturesque  character  to  the  Queen  of  Watering 
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Places  for  which  it  has  been  so  long  and  so  justly  celebrated. 
¥yom  time  immemorial,  one  of  these  trees  has  acquired  great 
notoriety  among  both  visitors  and  residents,  in  consequence 
of  its  past  history  being  interwoven  with  a  tradition  of  romantic 
interest.  It  is  called  *'  Maude's  Elm,"  and  is  so  lofty  in  stature 
that  it  forms  a  prominent  object  for  miles  around.  It  is  situate 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  tlie  road  which  forms  thie  parish 
boundary  at  Swindon,  aud  b.ut  a  short  distance  from  the  centre 
of  the  town.  The  general  form  of  the  tree  is  gra<?eful ;  and  its 
boughs,  ever  green  and  verdant,  overspread  a  considerable 
distance,  whilst  its  gigantic  proportions  and  towering  height 
impress  the  beholder  with  awe  and  wonder.  The  trunk  of  the 
tree  is  21  feet  in  circumference,  and  it  appears  to  be  in  a  healthy 
and  solid  state.  The  roots,  laid  bare  by  the  constant  tread  of 
footsteps,  extend  several  yards  from  the  trunk  into  the  pubHc 
road,  and  present  a  novel  and  remarkable  appearanee.  Swinidon, 
with  its  old  church,  displaying  a  unique  Norman  towei?,  and  ivy- 
clad  walls,  surrounded  with  its  ever  solemn  grassy  graveyard, 
together  with  the  tasteful  drives  and  plantations  pf  Switidon 
Hall — has  become,  from  its  close  proximity  to  the  town,  a  place 
of  favourite  resort.  Maude's  Elm  is  passed  on  the  journey  to 
this  sequestered  village,  and  consequently  it  is  located  on  a  spot 
of  increasing  public  thoroughfare.  The  rude  blast  for  centuries 
has  raged  against  this  venerable  elm,  but,  excepting  a  few  uppi^r 
limbs  which  have  been  dismantled,  it  has  escaped  uninjured. 
Gilpin,  the  most  eminent  describer  of  the  picturesque  in  nature, 
in  his  account  of  our  local  scenery,  particularly  points  to  Maude's 
Elm  as  one  of  the  finest  trees  in  Cheltenham*  It  is  nearly  a 
century  since  he  recorded  the  impressions  which  the  wide- 
spreading  elfp  had  made  upon  his  sensitive  mind  ;  and,  since  his 
time,  many  thousands  of  visitors  have  bent  their  way  to  insp^t 
its  fine  and  graceful  fo^m.  That  celebrated  character,  the  Duchess 
of  Devonshire,  (mother  of  the  late  Duke  of  Devonshire,  pf 
Chatsworth,  and  the  patron  of  Sir  Joseph  Paxton),  was  such  an 
ardent  admirer  of  this  noble  member  of  the  forest,  that  she  was 
daily  to  be  seen,  during  her  residence  in  the  town,  taking  her 
beat,  and  reading  her  favourite  authors  beneath  the  shade  of  its 
foliage.  It  was  during  one  of  these  daily  visits,  that  ^  little 
boy  who  had  charge  of  a  horse  attracted  the  Duchess's  attention. 
StrupX  with  the  intelligent  expression  of  cou^t^enan^  ii^  fi  jfpath 
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80  young  and  destitute,  her  Grace  accosted  him,  and  presented 
a  donation.  The  boy,  although  only  nine  years  of  aj^e,  in  return 
for  this  mark  of  kindness,  i  elated  what  he  knew  of  tl.e  origin  of 
Maude's  Elm.  -The  Duchess  was  so  struck  at  the  recital  of  the 
narrative,  that  she  adopted  the  child,  educated  him,  asid  he 
became  a  visitor  to  Devonshire  House!  Her  Grace,  in  after 
life,  gave  him  capital  on  several  occasions,  to  enab  e  him  to 
set  up  in  business  ;  but  his  eccentric  mode  of  living  caused  him 
to  pass  through  many  viccissitudes — one  week  rolling  in  wealth, 
and  the  next  in  abject  poverty.  He  died  at  Cheltenham  in  1844, 
This  was  Miles  Watkins,  so  long  known  as  **  The  King  of  the 
Cheltenham  Royal  Fariiily."  In  1640,  the  Duke  of  Devonshire, 
during  his  visit,  had  a  drawing  of  the  elm  executed,  as  a 
memento  of  his  mother ;  and  finding  that  Miles  Watkins  was 
still  alive,  and  had  attained  his  70th  year,  he  gave  him  pecuniary 
assistance,  to  enable  him  to' live  comfortably  in  his  declining 
years.  Vie  present  two  illustrations — one  which  shows  a  distant 
view  of  the  tree  with  Christ  Church  in  the  distance,  as  seen  from 
Swindon  Bridge,  and  the  other  the  tree  upon  a  nearer  approach. 
We  also  avail  ourselves  of  extracts  from  the  works  of  three 
local  poets,  \\  ho  have  described  in  verse  the  history  of  Maud's 
Elm,  and  which  wei'e  published  in  1852. 

The  adjacent  village  of  Swindon  retains,  unaltered,  its  rural 
and  ancient  character,  having  escaped  the  hand  of  the  innovator 
— a  fact,  no  doubt,  attributable  to  its  quiet  and  retired  position. 
The  brook,  as  in  days  of  yore,  denotes  the  boundary  of  the 
village  dwellings,  and  the  approach  from  Cheltenham  across  the 
stream  is  still,  as  it  was  anciently,  by  way  of  a  bridge.  At  this 
last-named  spot  was  enacted  the  tragedy  which  gave  birth  to  the 
traditionary  history  of  Maude's  Elm  .The  inhabitants  of  Swindon 
were  one  night  alarmed  by  the  shrieks  of  an  aged  and  frantic 
mother,  who  declared  that  her  only  child  was  lost.  The  missing 
fugitive  was  an  industrious  daughter,  who  had  been  sent  to 
Cheltenham  with  some  spun  wool,  the  joint  produce  of  herself 
and  mother.  Her  name  was  Maude  Bo  wen,  the  pride  of  the 
Tillage,  who  had  just  attained  her  majority,  and  was  possessed 
of  great  personal  attractions.  Search  was  made  in  vain  during 
the  darkness  of  the  night,  but  at  daybreak  a  sad  scene  presented 
itself.  In  the  brook  lay  the  lifeless  body  of  the  beautiful  Maude, 
which  appeared  to  have  lain  there  for  some  time.    On  the  bridge 
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close  by,  another  corpse  was  discovered.  This  proved  to  be 
Godfrey  Bowen,  the  uncle  of  Maude.  An  arrow  had  penetrated 
his  heart :  he  grasped  with  his  left  hand  the  hand-rail  of  the 
bridge,  and  in  his  right  hand  were  some  rent  portions  of 
Maude's  dress. 

When  night's  last  shadow  had  passed  away. 
And  the  crjrstal  drops  upon  every  spiay 
Heralded  io  the  blushes  of  day, 
A  ghastly  scene  was  revealed  to  the  eye. 
That  cansed  the  blood  from  the  cheek  to  fly ; 
Eor  the  stoatesl  vill»ger  gasped  for  breath, 
As  he  wildly  gazed  on  the  doable  death. 

On  tlie  dimpled  bosom  of  a  stream. 
That  flowed  anruffl-'d  as  lifers  yonng  dream, 
The  Swindon  maiden  lay  cold  and  dead, 
A  holy  calm  o'er  her  features  spread. 
As  though  her  spirit  in  peace  had  fled. 
No  mil  night  murderer's  stab  could  be  traced. 
No  ruffian  blow  had  her  beauty  defaced, 
So  'twas  thought,  in  the  height  of  mad  despair, 
^  She  had  cast  away  life  and  sorrow  there. 

Old  Margaret  wept  o'er  the  lifeless  clay 
Of  the  budding  blossom  thus  torn  away ; 
But  no  floud  of  grief  could  fCwaken  the  dead,— i 
The  silvery  voice  was  for  erer  fled. 

But  the  heart  was  pained  with  another  form. 
By  the  murderer's  hand  made  food  for  tiie  worm. 

On  a  rustic  bridge  that  spann'd  tlie  stream, 
Whence  tow  to  the  hcHvens  Maude's  stifled  scream, 
Godfrey  Bowen  was  stiffening  there. 
Uis  clotted  blood  taiuting  the  moruing  air ; 
An  arrow  shot  witn  unerring  aim, 
Was  buried  deep  in  his  hearts  of  shame, 
While  his  right  hand  grasped  with  tenacioiune«, 
A  tattered  shred  uf  the  virgin's  dress. 

A  mystery  clouded  the  horrible  deed, 
And  heaven  alouK  tlie  truth  c  luld  read  I 
^or  in  tliusK  days  uf  d^'sp  'tic  wrong, 
Who  dared  to  wag  the  insolent  lomcueP 
Who  dared  to  utter  in  f  .iiitest  breath 
Wh«t  the  living  thought  of  the  maiden's  death  P 
.  The  lip  WHS  sealed,  and  the  tongue  was  tied 
By  blouted  tyranny's  power  and  pride. 
But  tliere  was  ONE  who  viewe*!  with  a  smile 
The  headman's  axe  and  the  faggot  pile ; 
He  breathed  his  thoughts  in  the  silent  shade. 
And  vowed  revenge  for  tite  Swindon  maid  ! 
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Godfrey  Bowen  to  the  grave  was  borne, 
With  Dol  oi>e neighbour  iiis  fate  to  mourn  ; 
*Twa8  known  he  was  miserly,  stern  and  odd, 
And  laid  not  his  heart  on  the  altar  of  Ood  ; 
*Twa8  known  he  had  tortured  the  widow*s  heart. 
And  play'd  to'nis  Maude  an  ungracious  part; 
*Twa8  felt  in  the  sorrow  for  her  that  was  gone, 
The  rain  wu  wruoght  by  his  basenfss  alone. 

—Clinton. 

lu  those  ancient  times,  it  was  customary  for  the  lords  of  the 
manor  of  Cheltenham  and  Swindon  to  elect  their  own  coroners, 
who  were  generally  residents,  which  enabled  justice  to  be  locally 
administered  without  delay.  The  lord  of  the  Swindon  manor 
at  once  summoned  his  coroner,  and  a  verdict  of  "  felo-de-se  " 
was  returned  against  Maude,  who  it  was  decided  had  committed 
suicide.  According  to  custom,  the  body  of  the  alleged  self- 
murderess  was  ordered  to  be  buried  in  the  nearest  cross-road, 
without  Christian  burial. 

Alas,  for  Maude  I  a  horrible  doom. 
Denied  her  body  a  Christian  tomb ; 
By  malice,  revenge  aud  terrible  hate, 
A  coroner's  verdict  pronounced  her  fate. 
They  dug  her  a  grave  on  the  king's  highway, 
With  no  kind  lips  o'er  her  corpse  to  pray; 
Thev  bnried  her  there  in  the  dead  of  night, 
While  the  torches  flashed  their  lurid  light ; 
No  pall,  no  coffin,  no  virgin  shroud, 
No  relatives  moaning  their  griefs  alond ; 
No  priest  to  fulfil  his  mi>8ion  just. 
Ashes  to  ashes,  and  dnst  to  dnst : 
Was  this  enough  for  the  vengefal  foe, 
To  the  wormy  bed  un shriven  to  go  P 
No,  not  enoflgh ;  for  a  fearful  thing 
Is  revenge  when  it  burns  to  leave  a  sting  I 
'  Joitiee  was  warped  and  the  law  defied, 
And  the  maiden  branded  a  auieide  I 
A  stake  was  from  an  elm  tree  riven, 
And  through  the  spotless  body  driven. 

—Clinton. 

A  glance  at  the  map  contained  in  Ogilby's  "  Britannia,"  pub- 
lished by  government  authority,  in  1675,  from  an  ordnance 
survey,  will  demonstrate  that  the  site  of  Maude*s  Elm  must 
have  formed  the  centre  of  a  spot  where  four  roads  branched  off 
— the  one  through  Hardwick  to  Tewkesbury,  and  others  to 
Cheltenham,  Cleeve,  and  Gloucester.  Here  it  i^^as  that  the  once 
fair  and  beautiful  village  maid  was  interred.    In  accordance  with 
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the  fashion  of  the  day,  an  elm  stal^e  was  driven  through  her 
body,  which,  in  process  of  time,  grew  to  the  stately  tree  which 
now  exists,  and  which  yet  retains  the  name  of  "  Maude's  Elm." 

In  those  days  it  was  tho  castom,  when  folks  killed  themselves,  to  thrust 'em 
In  their  graves  without  a  coffin,  without  shroud  or  winding-she^t, 
And  when  midnight  winds  were  blowing, thus  they  buried  fair  Maud  Bowea, 
In  the  grave  which  they  had  digged,  where  the  four  cross  roads  do  meet. 
0 !  sad  death  for  village  beauty,  0 !  vile  grave  for  one  so  sweet ! 

And  it  seems  the  elm  stake  shooted,  in  the  maiden's  body  rooted. 
And  with  leaves  and  tender  branches  raised  its  head  above  the  ground  ; 
And  so  wond'rous  was  its  growing,  that  it's  noble  head  was  showing 
Very  shortly  as  the  highest  object  in  the  country  round. 

—Byrne. 

Margaret  Bowen,  the  mother  of  Maude,  was  deprived  of  the 
means  of  existence  by  the  death  of  her  affectionate  daughter. 
The  shock  which  her  enfeebled  frame  suffered  at  the  sudden 
catastrophe,  nearly  proved  fatal  to  her ;  and  she  never  after-w 
wards,  except  at  short  intervals,  regained  her  wonted  cheer- 
fulness. Her  distress  was  still  further  heightened  by  being 
ejected  from  her  freehold  cottage,  which  was  seiaed  by  the  lord 
of  the  manor,  who  claimed  it  as  an  escheat  by  virtue  of  the 
verdict  of  the  coroner's  inquest.  Without  a  home  to  shelter 
herself,  the  distracted  mother  wandered  from  house  to  house  in 
the  village,  and  found  among  her  neighbours  marly  who  com- 
misserated  her ;  but  the  thought  of  her  dear  child  seemed  ever . 
to  pervade  her  whole  mind,  and  she  grew  more  and  more 
melancholy.  At  different  periods  she  was  missing,  and  then 
would  again  mingle  with  the  inhabitants  of  her  native  village, 
whose  sympathy  she  had  won  by  many  acts  of  kindness.  It 
seemed  as  if  she  was  a  wanderer  and  outcast  upon  the  earth, 
and  each  time  that  she  returned  to  pay  her  visits,  it  was  observed 
that  she  looked  more  and  more  dejected.  But,  although  not  a 
regular  visitant  in  the  place  of  her  nativity  and  among  her 
friends,  yet  it  was  ascertained  that  there  was  one  spot  where  she 
was  generally  to  be  found,  and  that  was  at  her  daughter's  grave. 
The  fond  mother  was  daily,  in  all  seasons  of  the  year,  however 
inclement,  to  be  seen,  with  the  affection  of  a  true  mother, 
shedding  the  tear  of  grief,  watching  and  watering  the  elm  tree 
which  was  growing  from  the  stake  which  had  so  barbarously 
pierced  the  pallid  corpse  of  her  whom  she  loved  most  dearly. 
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One  morning,  while  seated  at  this  plnee,  as  was  her  wont,  her 
attention  was  arrested  by  an  unusual  procession  of  carriages  and 
horsemen  coming  from  Swindon.  It  proved  to  be  the  lord  of 
the  manor  and  suite  on  their  road  to  Cleeve  Church,  to  celebrate 
the  christening  of  a  first-bom  son  and  heir.  The  lord  appeared 
annoyed  at  the  position  which  Margaret  occupied,  and  requested 
two  of  his  attendants  to  go  forward  and  to  remove  her  before 
the  cavalcade  passed  by.  But  neither  threat  nor  persuasion 
could  move  the  devoted  parent  from  the  last  resting-place  of  her 
loved  one,  unconsecrated  as  it  was.  At  length  orders  were  given 
to  obtain  forcible  possession  of  Margaret,  but,  just  as  the  vassal's 
arm  was  uplifted,  an  arrow  struck  him  to  the  heart,  and  he  fell 
'instantly  dead.  The  arrow  came  from  a  thick  wood,  which  then 
grew  on  the  side  of  the  old  Gloucester  Eoad,  but  upon  search, 
no  traces  of  the  archer  could  be  found.  By  the  lord's  order, 
poor  Margaret  was  seized,  bound,  and  conveyed  to  Gloucester 
Gaol,  charged  with  the  twofold  crime  of  murder  and  witchcraft. 

What  cavalcade  cornea  slowly  on, 
With  plumes  and  banner,  mirth  and  glee  ; 

The  joyous  scene  will  change  anon 
To  one  of  death  and  misery  I 

Sir  Robert  de  Vere,  and  his  lady  fair, 

BedecKed  with  silks  and  jewels  rare, 

Came  forth  from  the  H:ill  on  thnt  snn.lit  day, 
Attended  by  knights,  in  waving  plumes. 
And  beautiful  girls,  whose  choice  perfumes 

As  they  pasBcd  alonir,  scented  the  air ; 

And  prHnciiig  steeds,  with  trappings  gxy, 

Garlanded  o'er  with  flowers  of  May ; 

While  pages,  and  vassals  of  every  grade, 

Brought  up  the  rear  of  the  cavalcade. 

Where  is  it  wending,  that  gorgeous  train. 
So  lavishly  decked  with  the  golden  grain  I 
'Tis  a  day  of  joy,  lor  that  lady  fair 
Hath  blesxed  her  l^rd  with  a  son  and  heir. 
And  the  sinless  babe  they  are  benring  now, 
For  baptismal  wHter  to  Ihvc  his  brow  : 
But  little  they  rrck  of  the  terrible  doom 
That  will  spread  around  thern  its  pall  nf  gloom. 
And  change  their  joy-m  its  hey-day  flood. 
To  bitterest  sorrow,  and  tears  of  blood. 

"  WTiat  beggar  is  this  that  stops  my  path  P*' 
Sir  Robert  de  Vere  exclaimed  in  wrath. 
When  he  saw  the  form  of  the  widow  wild. 
Bent  on  the  grave  of  her  murdered  child. 
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**  Uag  I  Fiend  I  and  Witch  I  why  art  thoa  there, 
To  blast  my  sight  with  thy  hoary  hair  P 
I  thought  thy  bones  were  rotting  ere  this— > 
Do'st  come  to  shadow  my  new* born  bliss  P 
Up,  ap,  and  away,  and  cross  no  more 
My  summer  path  like  a  stream  of  gore !" 

The  form  of  Margaret  moved  not  an  inch, 
Not  hers  the  spirit  to  cower,  and  flinch. 

,  "  Thou  hravest  me !  hut  I  know  thy  drifl— 

Avaunt !  or  Til  have  thee  caged,  and  whipt; 
Thy  mummy  skin  and  marrowless  bones 
Shall  be  lashed,  'til  thy  lieart  with  anguish  groans.** 

The  mandate  was  heard,  bnt  heeded  not, 
Meg's  crouching  form  seemed  glued  to  the  spot. 

"  Hubert  I  advance,**  cried  the  Lord  de  Vere— 
**  This  witch  is  rcoWed  my  power  to  jeer ; 

Lay  hands  upon  her,  and  drag  her  hence, 

A  dungeon  shall  be  her  recompense !" 

From  the  gorireons  train  came  forth  the  slave. 
To  tear  old  Meg  from  her  daughter's  grave ; 
When  an  arrow,  shot  with  nnrrring  aim, 
Pierced  his  heart  as  he  seized  tiie  daroe. 
He  »t>«gfrered,  and  fell  like  a  heavy  stone, 
And  died  without  a  struggle,  or  groan. 

The  Lord  of  the  Manor  turned  deadly  pale. 

And  his  heart  for  a  moment  began  to  quail. 

For  he  thouitht  of  the  unsnen  urrow  that  sped, 

And  numbered  Godfrey  among  the  dead. 
**  Drag  hither  the  wretch  !'*  at  length  he  cried, 
"  Yon  slave  i«  not  ihe^r#/  »ho  has  died 

From  the  sinful  force  of  her  potent  spell ; 

She  is  in  league  with  the  fiends  of  hell ; 

^.way  with  the  witch  to  the  dungeon's  gloom. 

The  fiery  faggot  shall  he  her  doom  !" 

Old  Meg  was  forced  from  her  danii^hter's  grave. 
Unheeded  the  piercing  khrieks  she  gave ; 
Her  tears  and  prayeis  were  of  no  avail  — 
She  lodged,  that  night,  in  Gloucester  jail ! 

— CuirTow. 

In  a  fortnight  afterwards,  the  afflicted  mother  took  her  trial ; 
and  with  the  aid  of  so  iiiflu«3ntial  a  prosecutor  as  the  lord  of  the 
manor,  it  was  not  difficult  to  obtain  a  verdict  of  guilty.  The 
judge,   in  passing  sentence,  enlarged  upon   the  necessity  of 
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severely  punishing  all  wIk)  practised  witchcraft,  and  ordered  her 
to  be  burned  to  death  on  the  precise  spot  where  the  lord's 
attendant  had  been  shot,  which  was  none  other  than  her 
daughter's  grave  !  The  sentence  was  carried  out  to  the  letter 
on  the  following  morning.  The  unfortunate  victim  of  the 
credulity  of  a  past  age,  was  brought  in  a  rude  cart  from 
GJoucester,  guarded  by  officers,  and  seated  upon  a  bundle  of 
straw,  which  was  to  kindle  the  flames  that  were  to  burn  her 
alive.  A  heap  of  faggots  had  been  piled,  in  a  circular  form  ; 
and  as  Margaret  was  being  led  forth  to  the  stake,  to  be  tied  up, 
a  murmur  ot  pity  and  of  regret  ran  through  the  assembled  crowd, 
as  they  beheld  the  wan  and  emaciated  form  of  one  who,  in  the 
days  of  her  prosperity,  had  ever  acted  with  kindness  and  benevo- 
lence towards  all.  The  fire  wa6  but  just  kindled,  when  the 
solemn  silence  was  broken  by  the  Lord  of  the  Manor  penetrating 
the  assembly,  and  taunting  the  dying  woman  with  exercising  the 
art  of  witchcraft.  He  had  not  spoken  many  words  before  an 
arrow,  from  some  invisibe  hand,  penetrated  his  person,  and  after 
uttering  several  convulsive  groans,  he  fell  dead  at  the  feet  of  the 
burning  Margaret.  In  a  few  moments  afterwards  the  blazing 
pile  seemed  to  have  reached  it  height,  the  stake  was  ^heard  to 
fall,  and  nothing  was  to  be  seen  but  a  heap  of  mouldering  ashes. 
An  event  so  tragical  exercised  a  great  influence  over  the  residents 
at  the  time,  and  the  superstitious  character  of  the  age  gave  addi- 
tional colouring  to  the  affair.  Conjecture  and  speculation  were 
continually  at  work  to  clear  up  the  incidents,  and  the  tree  daily 
growing  in  size  seemed  to  stand  forth  as  a  living  monument  of 
crime  and  punishment.  The  Lord  of  the  Manor  having  perished, 
his  property  passed  into  the  hands  of  strangers.  The  house 
which  afforded  shelter  to  Margaret  Bowen  was  unoccupied  and 
unowned.  Nearly  half  a  centuiy  had  elapsed  since  the  tragedy 
had  been  enacted  at  Maude's  Elm,  when  the  villagers  were  sur- 
prised at  finding  a  stranger  spending  a  large  portion  of  the  day 
beneath  the  elm,  and  also  residmg  during  the  night  in  the 
decayed  dwelling  of  the  reputed  witch  : 

Above  the  grave  of  hapless  Maude, 

The  young  elm  tree  began  to  shew 
Limbs,  and  (yroportious,  strou);  and  broad, 

While  from  the  stately  body  grew 
Branches,  and  leaves,  that  shadowed  o'er 
l%e  root,  to  lon^  baptuedr  in  gore. 
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Bepeath  that  fr<^h-limbftd,  young  elm  tree, 

The  unknown  stood,  and  as  he  gazed 

The  scene  around,  his  eye  was  glazed, 
Mis  cate-worn  spirit  seemed  to  flee 

To  days  long  Tauished,  and  his  frame 
Shook  like  an  aspen,  when  the  wind 
Of  Aatumn  hlows  upon  the  rind : 

Old  age  was  dead,  and  he  became 
A  liring  youth  again.    He  threw 

Sis  hat  and  staff  upon  tne  ground, 
And  kneeling  near  the  elm  tree,  drew 

A  sight  from^  borrow's  oell  profooiu^. 
A  tear  upon  his  pale  cheeks  strayed, 
While  thus  he  mourned  the  Swindon  Maid. 

When  fhou  ^ert  s^uatched  from  earth,  my  tainted  Mande, 

All  joys  were  gone ; 
I  Boiiv;ht  the  wars,  the  soldier's  bloody  trade, 

But  still  my  heart  was  lone. 

Oh,  thou  bast  been  a  Iot^  meonligfat  beam 

In  saddened  hours ; 
And  I  have  strewed  thy  grave  in  fancy's  dream. 

With  wreathe  of  mountain  flowers. 

Though  Time  hath  laid  his  hands  upon  my  head. 

My  heart  is  young ; 
Though  I  have  fainted  upon  sorrow's  bed. 

To  thee  I  stUl  have  clung. 

E'en  when  I  roamed  the  hills,  a  careless  boy, 

My  hettrt  iras  thine ; 
I  thought  thou  wottld'st  have  been  a  thing  of  joy 

And  hope,  in  life's  decline. 

With  bleeding  heart,  I^plnck  a  young  green  bough 

From  that  elm  tree. 
Whose  obscure  root,  some  flfty  years  ago, 

Drew  the  dead  blood  from  thee. 

Upon  thy  lowly  grave,  sweet  love,  I  fling 

My  weary  bones ; 
'Ere  long,  we  both  shol]  meet  befdre  the  King 

Of  Kings,  and  Throne  of  Thrones. 

T-CtlMtON. 

The  oecupant  of  the  long  closed  cottage  was  one  whose 
appearance  bespoke  that  he  was  verging  upon  fourscore  years. 
This  remarkable  circumstance  soon  arrested  attention,  and  upon 
giving  his  reason  for  desiring  to  end  his  days  in  that  humble 
dwelling,  the  new  comer  was  allowed  uninterrupted  possession. 
The  naorrative  of  his  life  he  would  often  tell  until  it  became 
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familiar  as  "  household  words  "  to  every  villager.     It  was  con- 
veyed from  father  to  son,  and  thus  orally,  the  traditional  history 
of  '*  Maude's  Elm"  has  descended  down  to  our  own  day.   The  tale 
was  published  at  Tewkesbury  about  a  century  since,  under  the 
title  of  "  A  true  Belation  of  Maude's  Elm,"  but  the  work  is 
now  rarely  to  be  met  with,  except  in  the  library  of  the  anti- 
quarian.    The  occupier  of  Margaret  Bo  wen's  cottage  was,  in 
fact,  the  hero  of  most  of  the  remarkable  events  connected  with 
her  history.     He  was  enabled  to  clear  up  all  that  appeared 
shrouded  in  mystery.     His  name  was  Walter,  and  his  birth- 
place was  Swindon.     From  his  earliest  years  he  bad  loved  Maude 
Bowen,  and  was  most  ardently  beloved  by  her.     He  was  so 
skilled  in  the  use  of  the  bow  and  arrow,  as  to  be  called  "  Walter 
the  Archer."    Godfrey  Bowen,  the  uncle  of  Maude,  who  was 
found  shot  on  the  bridge,  was  a  most  avaricious  man,  and  in 
order  to  obtain  possession  of  the  freehold  house  which  would 
revert  to  his  niece  at  the  mother's  death,  offered  marriage  to 
Maude.    The  girl  indignantly  refused  the  offer.     No  sooner 
had  poor  Maude  escaped  from   this  trial  than  she  had  to 
encounter  one  of  a  severer  nature.     The  Lord  of  the  Manor, 
having  been  struck  with  her  great  personal  attractions,  at  once 
sought  to  make  her  his  mistress.    Maude  repelled  him  with  that 
moral  firmness  which  ever  shields  and  strengthens  the  virtuous 
from  the  attack  of  the  seducer.     Finding  all  persuasion  useless, 
the  Lord  employed  the  uncle  Godfrey  to  aid  him  to  gain  his 
unlawful  end.     This  man,  animated  with  the  two-fold  desire  of 
acquiring  gold  for  his  unholy  services  for  the  present,  and  the 
future  prospect  of  being  possessed  of  the  family  freehold,  became 
a  ready  tool.     On  the  night  when  Maude  was  missing,  Waller, 
her  affianced,   upon  heanng  of  the  affair,  immediately  sallied 
forth  with  his  bow  and  arrows.     He  searched  ever>  thicket,  and 
had  almost  despaired  of  finding  her  whom  he  loved,  when  the 
sudden  shrieks  of  a  female  arrested  his  attention.     It  was  dark, 
but  he  could  discern  the  form  of  his  Maude  struggling  with 
her  uncle  Godfrey,  and  the  Lord  of  the 'Manor  slaudmg  by. 
He  drew  his  bow  and  shot  Godfrey  dead  on  the  end  of  the 
bridge  v\  here  his  body  was  foun3.     Thus  at  liberty,  Maude  fled, 
and  Walter  hoped  that  she  had  reached  her  house  in  safttv,  but 
ahs  I  her  foot  must  have  stuuibled,  and  she  found  a   watery 
grave.    The  Lord  was  observed  to  decamp  in  an  opposite  diiectiou. 
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Fearins:  prosecution  for  murder,  if  discovcre<l,  and  knowinj^ 
tlie  rfvenj^eful  charaoler  oi  the  Lord,  Waiur  flfd,  and  no  traces 
of  him  were  fonnd  nntd  he  came  once  more  lo  Lake  up  hiS  abode 
amid  the  scenes  of  bis  early  youth.  He,  however,  lived  not  far 
off.  On  the  main  road  to  Gloucester,  wliich  then  passed  not  far 
from  the  present  **  House  in  the  Tree,'*  undei  an  assumed  name, 
be  kept  an  iun,  where  he  lived  in  the  fondly  cherished  hope  of 
one  day  seeing  the  guilty  punished.  The  locality  of  his  resi- 
dence enabled  him  to  soon  learn  all  that  was  going  on  at 
Swindon.  She  who  by  right. ought  to  have  been  his  mother-in- 
law,  found  at  Walter's  iim  afsi^ady  asylum,  and  there  it  was  she 
spent  those  intervals  of  time  when  she  was  absent  from  her 
native  village.  Walter  entered  ardently  into  all  her  plans,  and 
watched  and  guarded  her  from  the  thicket  when  she  was  seated 
on  her  daughter's  grave.  He  it  was  who  shot  forth  the  arrows 
which  killed  both  the  Lord  and  his  attendant,  and  thus  he  avenged 
on  those  who  had  deprived  him  of  one  whom  he  had  hoped  to 
have  fondly  called  his  own.  Thus  Walter  had  lived  to  see  the 
author  of  his  woes  come  to  an  untimely  end. 

The  wish  was  granted ;  Walter  Gray 
In  Swindon  lived  for  many  a  day : 
And  ot  the  tear  would  clond  hia  eye, 
And  oft  his  breast  would  hea?e  and  sigh, 
When  he  recoant-ed  perils  o'er 
That  girt  him  on  a  distant  shore ; 
When  he  the  saddened  tale  wonld  tell 
Of  what  the  Swindon  maid  hefell. 

Wealth  when  united  to  a  title  often  exercises  an  undue  influence 
in  localities,  and  Might  too  often  overcomes  Right.  But  Pro- 
vidence generally  orders  and  overrules  the  best  laid  scheme  of 
the  most  accomplished  villain.  The  Lord,  finding  that  so  long 
as  the  mother  of  Maude  was  living,  he  could  have  no  peace  for 
his  guilty  conscience,  resolyed  upon  ]ier  death,  and  resorted  to 
the  plea  of  witchcraft  to  accomplish  his  purpose.  He  succeeded, 
but  the  same  hour  that  his  innocent  victim  perished  in  the 
flames,  also  witnessed  his  own  most  cruel  death.  He  had  buried, 
but  a  short  time  previously,  his  wife,  and  also  his  only  son  and 
heir.  He  was  the  last  of  bis  race,  and  with  him  died  the  family 
title,  and  the  manoripl  estate  soon  passed  into  the  hands  of 
strangers.  Many  generations  have  come  and  gone  since  he  met 
with  his  well  merited  death.    His  name  and  pedigree,  as  if  by 
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way  of  retribution,  perished  with  him.  Cheltenham,  then  an 
obscure  viilage,  has  become  a  lar^e  and  populous  town.  New 
roads  have  been  formed,  and  changes  so  great  have  been  effected, 
that  scarcely  a  relic  of  the  past  can  be  found.  But  amidst  ail 
the  revolutions  which  modem  improvements  have  effected, 
Maude's  Elm  to  this  day  occupies  its  original  position :  it  stands 
a  majestic  monument  to  the  memory  of  injured  ionocenoo. 

Eaeh  y^ar,  the  Swindon  Maidens  bound 
Ji  votive  wreath  the  grave  around. 
And  ever  on  the  First  of  Miy, 
The  tad  reoonreot  of  the  day, 
Wheiv  Margaret,  and  Mande  were  both 
Made  martyrs  unto  fiendish  wrath, 
They  met,  and  sang  this  simple  lay : 

Twine  a  wreath  for  the  dead 

In  her  lowly  bed ; 
Oatlier  %h&  fakest  flowers  that  bloom^ 
To  weave  a  garland  of  rich  perfnMe, 
And  solemoly  let  the  token  be  laid 
On  the  hallowed  grave  of  the  Swindon  Maid. 

The  Snowdrop  bring, 

Wan  herald  of  Spring, 
The  Pimpernel,  and  the  Thistle  down, 

LnstroQS  gems  of  every  hue, 

Glistening  with  morning  dew, 
CoU  to  embellish  oor  Floral  Crowns- 
Twine  a  wreath  for  the  dead ! 


CHAPTEE   XXVII. 
^anitats   f^fetorj;. 

ONE  of  the  most  evident  proofs  that,  as  a  nation,  we  are  pro- 
gressing morally  and  socially,  is  the  attention  which  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Public  Health  has  excited  during  the  past  few  years. 
In,thi8  loc<|lity  the  movement  has  been  watched  with  interest,  and 
the  inhabitants,  through  the  medium  of  a  legislative  enactment, 
are  reaping  the  advantages  of  the  most  modern  discoveries. 
The  past  history  of  the  town,  as  relating  to  tl^e  parochial 
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regulations  for  preserving  the  Public  Health,  not  only  demon- 
strates the  improvements  which  have  gone  on,  step  by  step, 
but  it  also  brings  to  light  many  interesting  incidents  connected 
with  three  consecutive  periods — ^when  the  borough  was  decay- 
ing from  its  ancient  importance — when  it  was  rising  into 
popularity  by  the  discovery  of  its  Mineral  Waters, — and  when 
it  had  become  **  The  Queen  of  Watering  Places,"  with  a  large 
population  requiring  an  'Improvement  Act,"  to  preserve  and 
beautify  its  natural  attractions.  The  sanitary  affairs  of  the 
town  were  formerly  managed  by  officers  connected  with  the 
Manor  Office.  During  the  past  century  it  was  partially  Regu- 
lated by  successive  enactments,  until  the  passing  of  an  Act  in 
1852,  which  extends  its  operations  over  the  entire  parish. 

TOWN  IMPEOVEMENT  ACTS. 

The  first  legal  attempt  to  regulate  sanitary  af^irs  was  by  an 
Act  passed  in  1786,— 26th  George  TIL,  intituled  "  An  Act  for 
paving  the  footways  and  passages  in  the  Town  of  Cheltenham, 
in  the  county  of  Grloucester,  and  for  better  cleansing  and  light- 
ing the  said  Town  ;  for  taking  down  certain  old  buildings  now 
standing  therein ;  and  for  removing  and  preventmg  other 
nuisances  and  encroachments."  Twenty  years  afterwards 
another  enactment  was  deemed  necessary,  and  in  1806,  the  46th 
of  George  III.  came  into  operation.  It  was  "  An  Act  for 
amending  and  enlarging  the  powers  of  an  act  passed  in  the 
twenty-sixth  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  Paving  the  Foot- 
ways and  Passages  in  the  Town  of  Gbeltenham,  m  the  County 
of  Gloucester,  and  for  better  cleansing  and  lighting  the  said 
Town ;  and  for  removing  and  preventing  nuisances  and  annoy- 
ances therein."  This  continued  in  force  for  fifteen  years,  until 
repealed  by  1  and  2  of  George  IV.,  which  is  "dated  June  23rd, 
1821,  and  the  rapid  manner  in  which  the  town  had  increased 
in  population  is  thus  set  forth  in  the  preamble :  — "  And 
whereas,  since  the  passing  of  the  said  mentioned  act,  the 
number  of  the  inhabitants  and  the  number  of  the  houses  and 
buildings  in  the  town  of  Cheltenham,  have  greatly  increased, ' 
and  the  said  town  has,  on  account  of  the  salubrity  of  its  air 
and  mineral  waters,  become  a  place  of  great  public  resort.." 
'  Under  the  powers  of  this  Act,  forty*eight  Commissioners,  self- 
eleoted,  regulated  the  parochial  cleansing,  paving,  and  lighting 
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for  thirty  years.  But  such  was  the  rapidity  with  which  the 
town  went  oil  increa^^ing  in  extent  and  number  of  inhabitants, 
that  even  tiiis  modem  Act  became  in  time  inadequate  and 
inefficient.  It  was  reamed  tor  the  present,  forgetting  the  future, 
and  in  language  so  ambiguous  as  to  be  capable  of  a  two-fold 
interpretation.  Thus,  new  streets  which  had  been  formed  since 
the  passing  of  the  Act  were  not  acknowledged  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, and  were  suffered  to  go  unrepaired.  The  Sewerage, 
too,  was  in  a  dangerous  position.  In  the  borough  was  situate 
6,541  houses,  out  of  which  number  only  736  were  belonging  to 
the  Cheltenham  Sewers  Company,  so  that  upwards  of  5,000 
houses  had  no  legal  outlet  and  might  be  compelled  to  stop  up 
their  drains  and  have  resort  to  the  contaminating  practice  of 
cesspools.  These  private  sewers  mostly  emptied  themselves 
into  the  Chelt,  and  so  polluted  the  stream  (once  so  celebrated 
for  its  purity  as  to  yield  fish  in  quantity),  that  effluvia  arising 
from  it  rendered  it  a  public  nuisance.  The  repair  of  the  public 
roads  was  placed  in  a  most  anamolous  position  by  the  Act,  the 
ComQiissioneis  not  claiming  any  jurisdiction  over  certain  roads 
in  the  town  whose  united  extent  amounted  to  fifteen  miles. 
For  ten  years,  this  portion  of  the  borough  was  regulated  by  a 
"Board  of  Highways,"  consisting  of  ratepayers  annually 
chosen  by  the  ratepayers.  This  continued  until  1846,  when  its 
legality  having  been  questioned,  a  surveyor  was  annually  ap- 
pointed instead,  up  to  1852.  The  ancient  hamlets  are  now 
essentially  a  part  of  the  town,  and  some  of  the  most  fashionable 
houses  are  situate  therein,  including  Lansdown,  Bayshill,  and 
Bath-road.  The  hamlets  of  Westall,  Sandlord,  Naunton, 
Alstone,  and  Arle,  which  in  fact  commence  in  the  centre  of  the 
Promenade,  were  not  taken  cognizance  of  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, and  had  separate  surveyors.  In  a  pecuniary  point  of 
view,  this  was  most  objectionable.  Besides  the  Lamp  and 
Paving  Bate  of  the  Commissioners,  amounting  annually  to 
jB5,000,  there  were  separate  rates  for  a  portion  of  the  town  roads 
and  hamlets,  with  separate  surveyors  and  collectors.  The  rate 
for  the  township  for  roads  averaged  £2,300  annually  ;  for  the 
hamlets  of  Westall,  Sandford,  and  Naunton,  £923 ;  and 
hamlets  of  Alstone  and  Arle,  £600,  The  most  important 
portions  of  Cheltenham  are  what  is  called  "  private  estates,." 
These    are    Pittville,  Lansdown^   Montpellier,  and    Bayshfll, 
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"The  Commtssionew  had  no  controul  oyer  the  property  of  t)iese 
delightful  dri?es,  and  their  continuance  in  their  present  attrac- 
tive form  was  sorely  dependent  upon  private  arrangements, 
while  the  owners  were  subject  to  annual  rent  charges  tar  more 
expensive  in  their  nature  than  a  public  rate^  and  less  secure  in 
their  tenure  in  a  legal  point  of  view.  The  residents  upon 
these  estates  being  either  partially  or  wholly  exempt  from  the 
payment  of  the  Commissioners'  rate,  as  well  as  some  other 
portions  of  the  town,  the  burden  fell  partially  upon  the  residue 
of  the  inhabitants.  .  By  this  system,  £43,000  worth  of  assess- 
ments went  entirely  free  from  payment :  the  rateable  value  of 
the  houses  in  the  parish  being  £182,000,  and  the  Commis- 
sioners* rate  extending  only  to  houses  whose  assessments 
amounted  to  £139,568. 

The  defects  in  the  Commissioners'  Act  of  1821  became  daily 
more  apparent,  and  produced  inconveniences  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  the  town  at  large.  To  remedy  the  evil  a  public 
meeting  was  convened,  at  which  it  was  resolved  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  Public  Health  Act,  11th  and  I2th  Victoria.  The 
required  number  of  signatures  having  been  obtained,  a  memorial 
was  forthwith  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Health,  and  the  result 
was  a  local  investigation  by  E.  Cresy,  Esq.,  Superintending 
Inspector.  Mr.  Cresy  opened  his  court  of  inquiry  at  t'le 
George  Hotel,  February  22nd,  1849,  and  continued  sitting  daily 
until  he  had  acquired  all  the  necessary  information.  In  the 
November  following  his. report  was  issued,  and  occupied  forty- 
six  closely  printed  pages.  It  detailed  at  length  all  existing 
regulations  with  a  most  able  classification  of  statistical  facts. 

The  facts  of  the  case  having  thus  been  made  known  through 
the  aid  of  a  government  enquiry,  the  subject  was  fully  discussed 
in  all  its  bearings.  It  was  however  soon  discovered  that  inde* 
pendent  of  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health,  there  were 
matters  of  importance  which  it  would  be  desirable  to  incorporate 
with  it,  but  which  could  not  be  legally  done.  The  best  mode 
therefore  appeared  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  a  local  Act  fpunded 
upon  Mr.  Cresy's  report,  with  such  additional '  clauses  as  a 
fashionable  town  required.  A  committee  was  chosen  at  a  public 
meeting  to  carry  out  this  object,  consisting  of  inhabitants  repre- 
senting all  interests,  trades,  and  opinions.  After  a  lengthened 
deliberation  they  fhtmed  a  Town  Improvement  Bill,  consisting 
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of  156  clauses,  and  introduced  it  into  Parliament  in  tlie  session 
of  1851.  It  was  opposed  by  petition  ^m  a  portion  of  the 
inhabitants,  but  the  petition  in  its  favour  reoeiyed  the  larger 
number  of  signatures.  It  passed  the  House  of  Commons,  but 
was  rejected  by  the  House  of  Lords.  The  inhabitants  in  public 
meeting  assembled  decided  upon  again  pressing  the  Bill  in  the 
next  Session,  and  re-elected  the  same  committee  with  power  to 
carry  their  wishes  into  effect.  A  Bill,  in  substance  similar  to 
the  previous  one»  and  containing  135  clauses,  was  presented  to 
the  House  of  Commons  in  the  Session  oi  1852.  It  passed  both 
Houses  successfully,  and  on  May  28,  1852,  received  the  Boyal 
Assent.  It  is  entitled,  "  An  Act  for  better  paving,  draining, 
cleansing,  supplying  with  water,  regulating  in  regard  to  markets, 
interments,  hackney  carriages,  and  other  purposes,  and  other- 
wise improving  the  Borough  of  Cheltenham  in  the  County  of 
Gloucester."  This  Act,  which  is  remarkable  for  perspicuity,  is 
strictly  the  product  of  local  talent.  S.  H.  Gael,  Esq.,  was  the 
consulting  counsel ;  Mr.  G.  E.  Williams,  the  Magistrates'  derk, 
and  Mr.  W.  H.  Gwinnett,  the  Clerk  to  the  Commissioners,  were 
the  solicitors.  Yiewed  in  aU  its  relations,  the  passing  of  the 
Town  Improvement  Act  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
important  events  connected  with  the  modem  history  of  Chelten- 
ham. By  giving  to  the  ratepayers  the  power  of  periodically 
electing  thirty  Commissioners,  the  public  will  have  a  guarantee 
that  residents  who  have  an  interest  in  the  place  will  be  chosen 
to  manage  the  local  affairs.  Armed  with  power,  not  alone  to 
prevent  but  to  remove  all  that  can  injure  health,  annoy  the 
inhabitants,  or  disfigure  the  town,  we  doubt  not  that,  as  time 
flows  on,  good  results  will  be  witnessed.  The  operations  of  this 
Act  extend  to  the  entire  parish,  and  rich  and  poor  alike  will 
receive  its  benefits.  The  Act  was  put  in  force  immediately  upon 
its  passing,  and  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  Commissioners  waa 
held  at  the  Public  Office,  on  June  7,  1862.  J.  A.  Gardner, 
Esq.,  the  Lord  of  the  Manor,  was  elected  chairman  ;  J.  Fallon, 
Esq.,  barrister-at-law,  vice-chairman;  and  Mr.  G.  E.  Williams, 
the  first  clerk. 

The  CheltenhaAi  Improvement  Act  of  1852,  is  a  most  yolu- 
minous  document  and  shows  the  amount  of  pains  taken  by  the 
original  authors  in  collecting  together  every  thing  that  could 
protect  the  interests  of  the  town.    It  contains  136  sectionSs 
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besides  incorporatin<if  by  refereace  only,  106  from  tbe  two 
Public  Health  Acts,  46  from  the  Commissioners*  Clauses  Act, 
86  from  the  Towns'  Improvement  Glauses  Act,  58  from  the 
Town  Police  Clauses  Act,  23  from  the  Cemeteries'  Clauses  Act, 
130  from  the  Lands'  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  49  from  the 
Public  Baths*  Act,  8  from  the  Poor  Rates'  Becovery  Act,  and  88 
from  the  Nuisances'  Removal  Act.  The  total  number  of  sections 
amount  to  653.  The  whole  of  these  valuable  clauses  wereclassified 
and  arranged  and  the  immense  mass  of  legal  matter  published  in 
one  volume,  in  1853,  by  a  local  solicitor,  Mr.  Septimus  Pruen, 
and  it  will  ever  form  a  most  valuable  work  of  reference 

As  an  illustration  of  the  mode  of  raising  loans  for  local  pur- 
poses, and  the  manner  of  transacting  business  under  the  old 
Commissioners'  Acts,  we  annex  the  following  advertisement 
from  the  Cheltenham  Chronicle  of  1810 : — 

'*At  a  rapetin?  of  the  Commissioners,  appointed  ander  the  Cheltenham  Paving 
Act.  holden  this  day  at  the  Tuvin  Hall,  in  Cheltenham,  it  was  resolved,  that  in 
cooseqnencK  of  the  large  expenditure  which  has  been  iooarred  in  the  nomerona 
alterations  and  improvpments  of  the  Town,  it  has  become  necessary  to  have 
recoarse  to  an  extraordinary  rste  for  the  present  year  only. 

**  That  therefore  the  present  Viilaation  of  the  property  in  the  town  be  increased, 
in  the  proportion  of  adding?  thirteen  pounds  to  every  twenty  pounds  now  rated; 
and  thnt  a  rate  of  five  shillings  in  the  pound  be  raised  on  the  said  compound 
Taluation,  and  assf-^sed  accordingly,  upon  the  several  booses,  shops,  offices,. 
gHrden",  public  wells,  buildings,  tenements,  and  premises  chargeable  by  the  Act; 
and  that  the  Clerk  do  give  noiic^.that  such  rate  will  be  allowed  by  the  Commis» 
•ionerii,  at  their  next  meeting  on  the  first  day  of  January  next;  un'ess  in  the 
meantim  a  sun  shall  be  raised  sufficient  in  tbe  opinion  &f  tbe  Commissioners  to 
render  such  a  rate  unnece^isary. 

**l]th  December,  1810. 

**  At  the  same  meetinK,  the  following  gentlemen  agreed  to  advance  the  sum  of 
one  iiundred  pounds  each  by  way  of  loan  at  £5  per  cent,  viz  ■ — Doctor  Jenner, 
Colonel  Riddell,  Thomas  Gray,  Esq  ,  Doctor  Jameson,  William  Read,  Esq.,  Thos. 
Pruen,  Esq.,  B.  Wells,  Esq  ,  W.  K.  Jessop,  Esq.,  Mr.  Edward  Smith,  Francii 
Welles,  Esq.,  T.  Gwinnett,  E»q  ,  and  C.  New  inarch,  Esq.", 

Public  Sfwbrs. — Until  1833,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
ancient  drains  claimed  by  the  Commissioners,  the  only  sewers 
for  the  town  were  the  open  brooks  and  ditches  and  private 
drains.  A  joint-stock  com{>any,  comprising  residents  interested 
in  the  locality,  was  formed,  and  went  to  Parliament  for  a  bill  to 
legalize  their  object.  Oij  April  20,  .1833,  ^he  royal  assent  was 
given  to  the  bill,  3  William  IV.,  "For  the  better  sewage, 
cleansing,  and  draining  the  town  of  Cheltenham,  in  the  county 
of   Gloucester."      The  great  want  of  such  an  Act  may  be 
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I^eaned  Ax>m  the  pieambla : — "  WhereM  Uio  town  of  Ckehen* 
haiQ,  in  tke  county  of  Glouoester,  has  greatly  increased  in 
houses  and  buildings,  and  the  same  is  become  large  and  popn« 
lotts,  but  for  waat  of  sufficient  and  proper  common  sewers  and 
drains,  mu^  inconvenience  has  arisen,  and  is  still  likely  to  arise ; 
but  such  ioconvenieDoe  might  be  prevented,  and  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  inhabitants  greatly  improved,  and  much  public 
benefit  obtained,  if  proper  and  suitable  common  sewers  were 
made  for  effectually  cleansing  and  draining  the  said  town."  This 
incorporation  was  styled  the  "  Cheltenham  Sewers'  Company." 
It  was  empowered  to  raise  capital  of  £7,600»  and  to  in- 
crease it  by  a  further  sum  of  £5,000,  and  to  raise  £4,000  by 
mortgage.  The  length  of  the  main  sewer  in  the  High  Street  is 
2,200  yards,  and  of  the  sewers  which  branch  from  it  into  the 
adjacent  streets,  3,692  yards,  making  a  total  of  5,892  yards  of 
sewers.  These  were  executed  in  a  most  substantial  manner  at  a 
cost  of  £7,600.  In  1849  it  was  stated  in  evidence  at  the 
Grovemment  inquiry,  that  the  number  of  houses  which  used  the 
sewers  of  the  Company  was  786,  and  that  the  annual  amount 
of  the  sewers'  rates  paid  by  the  owners  was  £718  7s.  The 
houses  thus  benefitted  were  situate  in  19  streets.  The  increas- 
ing wants  of  the  town  required  a  still  more  effectual  sewerage. 
Powers  were  properly  taken  under  the  Improvement  Act  of 
1862,  to  sewer  the  entire  parish.  To  carry  this  desirable  object 
into  effect  the  Commissioners  purchased  aU  the  property  of  the 
Sewers'  Company,  so  that  all  the  drainage  is  now  under  the 
control  of  the  body  corporate. 

This  purchase,  with  the  plans  since  adopted  with  regard  to  the 
sewage,  has  tended  to  perpetuate  that  celebrity  which  it  has  so 
long  enjoyed,  by  removing  and  prev^ting  all  causes  of  pollution. 
The  rights  of  the  Sewers*  Company  and  all  their  property  and  in- 
terest in  the  matter  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Improvement 
Commissioners,  in  1 85 7,  for  the  sum  of  £9,000.  The  last  of  the 
additional  sewers  since  added,  and  the  extent  of  sewage  may  be 
learnt  from  the  Borough  Surveyor's  Beport  in  1857  : — 

Miles.    Qrs.     Yds. 

Brick  Sewen     , s 14       0       810 

PipeSewen       1        2        24A 

Togethw     16        8        115 
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I  estimate  these  to  cost ...     .^     .,. 

Add  to  this  the  eost  of  the  parchate  of  the  86wer 
ComiMDy's  works      .,.     .«,     ,«.     .^ 

Making  a  total  of ... 

The  extent  and  operations  of  the  new  Improvement  Act  i« 
manifested  by  the  annual  financial  statements  issued  by  the 
eorporate  body.  In  the  account  published  in  July,  1862,  the 
receipts  and  expenditure  for  the  past  year  are  staled  to  be  as 
follows; — 

Ahdrad  tf  ihe  Bsmpts  and  Pgymeuis  ^  th»  GkHieHham  Improvement 
Commissioner*,  from  ike  30M  dap  of  S^ember,  1S60,  io  the  30/A , 
dajf  of  September,  1861. 

Beceifts. — ^Balance  of  last  Account,  £3,500  14«.  5d. ;  Commissioners'  Rate 
*I5,001  63.  6d.;  Sale  of  Ashes,  per  Inspector,  £106  128.  lOd.;  Sale  of  Mandre, 
nor  Smirqror,  £lS4f  Os.  6d. ;  Lioenoes,  per  Mr.  G.  £.  Williams,  £SS  ISsw  Od., 
Street  Bepain,  £264>  13s.  lid.;  House  Drainage  Works^  £113  los.  Od.;  Jatm 
and  Samuel  Harpur  for  Road  Repairs,  £60 :  Sundries,  £12  10s.  Od.—Total. 
£19.322  89.  28. 

Pi.T]acNT8. — Highways,  £4  012  7s.  Id. ;  Scsrtiiger,  £1,985  66.  3d. ;  Fa^osit, 
£602  Is.  8d.;  Salaries,  £1,439  148.  Od.:  Tradesmen's  BiUs  £165  17s.  6d.> 
Rates  and  Taxes,  £50  16s.  7d.;  Fire  Brigade,  £23  lOs.  6d.;  Gas  Cornpany, 
£4,318  Ifis.  7d.;  Annuitants,  £240  Os.  lOd.;  Rents  £l32l8s.  2d.;  Fire  Plugfs, 
£248  48.  Od.}  Sradries  tiz., Borings,  Haahing  Sewers,  and  Petty  D^ursements, 
£106  18s.  lOd.;  Repairs  to  the  Arch  over  the  Chelt,  £98  6s.  6d. ;  Valuation  of 
Literary  Institution,  £35  4s.  Od. ;  Messrs.  Lloyd,  Price  and  Co.,  Interest  and 
Repayments  on  Loans,  £799  Is.  4d. ;  Election  Expenses,  £88  9s.  6d. ;  Sewer 
Tanks,  £364  9s.  Od. ;  Fairview  Strei-t  Improveownt,  £63  7s.  ^d.;  HonM 
Prainage  Works.  £255  Ss.  Id,;  Special  Repairs  to  StreeU,  £586  16s.  8d.;  M^ 
Hawkesley,  for  inspecting  site  for  Cemetery,  £31  lOs.  Od. ;  Balance  in  Treasurer's 
kands,  £3,688  8s.  3d.— Total,  £19,822  8s.  2d. 

BURIAL   GROUNDS, 

The  Burial  Grounds  within  the  parish,  together  h«Te  an  area  ol 
6  acres,  8  roods,  and  32  pcfrches,  and  the  New  Cemetery  on  tbtf 
parish  boundary  18  acres.  The  most  ancient  is  the  ground 
directly  around  the  Parish  Church,  which,  until  the  erection  of 
Trinity  Church  in  1 826,  was  the  only  plaoe  of  interment  accord-* 
ing  to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of  England*  That  portion  of 
the  churchyard  which  terminates  with  the  walk  leading  to  the 
Wdii  Walk  and  Cheater  Walk,  is  crowded  with  memorials  of  the 
dead,  as  ia  also  the  church  within ;  and  from  the  designs  of 
some  of  the  decayed  stones,  it  is  evident  that  the  spot  has  been 
used  as  a  place  of  sepulchre  eyer  since  its  first  consecration! 
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This  ground,  until  within  the  past  half  century,  was  private 
property,  being  held  by  the  lay  impropriator,  J.  Pitt,  Esq.,  of 
whom  the  parish  bought  it  in  1806,  for  the  sum  of  £100. 
This  being  inadequate  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  population,  an 
additional  piece  of  land  adjoining  was  purchased  for  £700. 
This  was  immediately  facing  Chester  Walk,  and  the  vestry  meet- 
ing to  sanction  the  purchase  was  held  on  August  3l8t,  1812, 
the  ratepayers  agreeing  to  pay  the  amount  in  annual  instalments 
of  £100,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent.  The  ground 
is  filled  with  tombs  and  vaults,  where  repose  the  remains  of 
many  persons  of  note,  and  among  the  number,  the  mother  of 
the  late  celebrated  Duchess  of  St.  Albans,  and  several  ancestors 
of  James  Wood,  the  rich  banker,  of  Gloucester,  who  were  large 
local  owners  of  property.  The  rapid  increase  in  population 
soon  forced  the  ratepayers  to  seek  further  means  of  meeting  the 
demand  for  interments.  In  1829,  the  matter  was  discussed  in 
successive  vestry  meetings,  and  it  was  ultimately  resolved  to 
take  advantage  of  the  Church  Building  Acts  for  raising  the 
means  of  purchasing  ground.  By  virtue  of  the  powers  of 
8  George  IV.,  the  New  Burial  Ground  in  High  Street,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  town,  was  conveyed  upon  trust  for  the  parish ; 
the  sum  of  £4,500  was  the  cost  of  purchase  and  erection  of 
Chapel  thereon,  which  was  raised  by  loans  of  £160  and  £100 
each  from  persons  resident  in  the  town.  This  was  secured  by 
bonds,  one  of  which  was  to  be  paid  off  annually,  with  interest 
at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent.,  and  a  rate  to  be  annually  levied  to 
effect  that  object  until  the  whole  amount  should  be  discharged. 
The  New  Burial  Ground  was  consecrated  and  opened  on  Sept. 
19,  1831.  The  deed  authorising  the  purchase  and  empowering 
the  Churchwarden  to  levy  rates  for  the  redemption  of  the  pur- 
chase money  is  among  the  Vestry  documents,  and  is  as 
follows : — 

""Whereas,  the Inhabitantt  of  Cheltenham,  in  the  County  of  Oloace^ter,  being 
desirous  of  procnring  a  Bnrial  Ground  for  the  raid  Parish,  in  addition  to  that 
Already  existing,  it  was  agreed  at  a  meeting  of  the  PariKhiunen  of  the  said  Parish 
of  Cheltenham^  in  Vestry  assembled,  to  purchase  the  ground  from  Ajin  Ballipger 
and  others. 

''Now,  We,  his  Majesty's  Commissioners  for  Building  New  Churches,  acting 
Wider  the  authority  of  the  said  several  Acts  passed  for  building  and  promoting 
the  building  of  additional  Churches  in  populous  Parishes,  being  of  opinion  that 
the  said  Pieces  or  Parcels  of  Land  are  sufficient  and  properly  situated  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid ;  and  approTing  of  the  times  and  proportions  which  have  been 
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•p«ed  upon  lor  tbe  repayment  of  tbe  tarn  of  Four  Thoatand  Five  Hnndred 
Ponnds;  do  hereby,  in  parsnance  of  all  powers  and  authorities  whatsoever 
TPsted  in  ns  for  this  purpose,  anthorise  and  empower  the  said  Parish  of  Chelten- 
bam,  lo  procure  and  purchase  the  said  Pieces  or  Parcels  of  Land,  at  the  pnce  of 
Three  Thousand  Pounds,  for  the  purpose  aforessid,  and  to  fence  and  enclose  the 
same ;  and  to  make,  levy,  raise,  snd  collect  Bates,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  and 
repaying  the  said  snm  of  Three  Thousand  Pounds  to  be  paid  for  the  purchase  ; 
and  the  said  snm  of  One  Thousand  Five  Hundred  Ponnds,  the  cost  ol  enclosing 
the  said  Land,  with  Interest  at  the  rate  of  Five  Pounds  per  cent,  per  annum,  at 
the  times  and  in  the  proportions  aforesaid ;  and  of  paying  the  Expenses  inci- 
dental to  tbe  said  Pnrchase. 

"Given  under  oar  Common  Seal,  this  Fifth  day  of  February,  One  Thousand 
Eight  Hundred  and  Thirty,** 

Like  tbe  two  preceding  purcliases  by  tbe  parisb,  tbe  entire  of 
tbe  debt  on  tbis  extensive  cemetery  bas  been  paid  off.  At  tbe 
Easter  Vestry  meeting  in  1858,  tbe  auditors  reported  tbat  '*tbe 
wbole  of  tbe  bonds  belonging  to  tbe  Burial  Groiind,  amounting 
to  £4,500,  were  discharged,  and  tbat  tbe  cburcbwardens  would 
in  future  bave  at  tbeir  disposal  an  income  of  £200  annually 
arising  from  vaults  and  graves."  At  tbe  close  of  tbe  meeting 
tbe  following  resolution  was  carried  unanimously,  with  acclama- 
tion  : — Moved  by  Mr.  Hale,  seconded  by  Mr.  Goding,  "  Tbat 
tbe  tbanks  of  tbis  Meeting  be  tendered  to  William  Uasell,  Esq., 
for  bis  past  services  as  Parisb  Gburcbwarden,  and  more 
especially  for  tbe  successful  efforts  wbicb  be  bas  made  during  tbe 
eleven  years  of  bis  holding  oj£ce,  to  entirely  liquidate  tbe  debt 
upon  tbe  New  Cemetery,  and  thereby  rendering  it  tbe  free  and 
unencumbered  property  of  tbe  parisb  for  ever." — Cheltenham 
JExaminer, 

In  1861,  it  having  been  estimated  tbat  only  a  short  period 
would  elapse  before  tbis  very  suitable  cemetery  would  become 
full,  tbe  Improvement  Commissioners  took  the  matter  into  con- 
sideration. This  corporate  body  having  powers  under  their  Act 
to  purchase  ground  for  interments,  advertised  for  a  site.  Among 
the  many  wbicb  were  offered,  tbe  choice  fell  unanimously  upon  a 
plot  of  land  in  Prestbury,  the  property  of  tbe  Kev.  J.  Edwards. 
Tbis  New  Cemetery  is  eighteen  acres  in  extent,  and  was  pur- 
chased at  the  rate  of  £190  per  acre.  It  is  situated  just  on  tbe 
margin  of  the  parish  boundary,  and  is  easily  approached  from 
any  part  of  tbe  town.  The  sale  was  ratified  by  the  Commis- 
sioners in  June,  1861 ;  and  in  July,  1862,  Mr.  Knight's  plan 
(a  resident  architect)  was  accepted  for  laying  out  tbe  ground. 
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Extent, 

Jl.   &.     P. 

High-street    

....11     11 

High-«treet    

....23      0 

Portland-itreet      ...     . 

....0    1    1» 

Norwood-«treet     

....00^ 

Tewkesbury-rotd  ...     .. 

.     ...     0    0    20 

Higb-street 

....0    1    1& 

Bays-hiU        

0    0    14h 

Tewkesbury -road 

.     ...    0    0    14 

Grove-street 

....0    0    14 

Chapcl-street        

....0    0    22 

St.  Oeorge*s^trett 

.     ...    0    0    38 

Grosvenor-»treet ...     0    0    16 

Bath-road      

....0    0    18 

Prestbury       

.     ...  18    0      0 
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According  to  \ht  Board  of  Health  returns,  the  extent,  situation^ 
and  designation  of  the  barial  grounds  in  Cheltenham  are  a» 
annexed : — 
Name, 

St.  Mary's  Chnrcb      ... 
INew  Barnl  Groond     ... 

Trintty  (  horch     

>   St.  Philip's  Chnrch      ... 
St.  Peter's  Church 
Cheltenham  Chapel     ... 
XJDitarian  Chapel 
The  Jews'  Ground 
The  Quakers*  Ground 
Bethel  Baptist  Chapel 
Wesleyan  Chapel 
Highbury  Chapel 
Tabernacle  Chapel 
New  Cemetery     

,     THE   WATER  W0EK8. 

The  geological  structure  of  the  locality  enisles  the  inhabitants- 
to  obtain  an  abundant  supply  of  water.  The  Cotswold  Hills, 
which  sui round  the  town  like  an  amphitheatre,  abound  witk 
springs,  and  from  the  subsoil  of  retentive  clay  which  forms  their 
base,  they  gush  forth,  so  that  every  dip  of  strata  has  its  rill, 
and  every  valley  its  brook.  The  oolite  rocks,  which  compose 
these  hills,  form  the  great  storehouse  of  nature  for  collecting  the 
falling  rain,  and  converting  it  into,  what  is  called,  "  hill  water.'* 
The  lias  formation  beneath  not  admitting  of  percolation,  the 
filtering  water  necessarily  escapes  from  any  opening  which  may 
present  itself.  Hence  the  origin  of  so  many  pure  springs  in  the 
Yicinity.  The  far-famed  "  Seven  Springs,"  the  source  of  the 
great  river  Thames,  from  whence  the  Cheltenham  Water  Works^ 
Company  derive  their  supplies,  is  situate  in  tbe  neighbourhood. 
The  lias  forms  the  soil  upon  which  the  town  is  built,  and  is  the 
retentive  basin  of  the  sand  be4 — the  source  from  whence  the 
wells  are  supplied.  The  number  of  houses  situate  on  the  sand 
bed  are  4,806,  and  on  the  clay  beds  there  are  1,735.  Besides 
the  inhabitants  who  are  dependent  upon  the  pump  water 
contained  in  the  sand  beds,  there  are  nine  public  pumps,, 
belonging  to  the  Commissioners,  which>  on  the  average,  supp; 
80,000  gallons  daily. 

Until  within  the  past  thirty  years,  the  town  was  w]^o|]y 
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supplied  by  the  naeans  of  weUs  9]ivik  into  sand  beds,  and  tl^ 
^any  beautifut  pp^ings  of  the  suburb  were  suffered  to  flow  on 
nnnoticed.  The  great  increase  in  population  at  length  forced 
attention  to  the  subject,  and  the  resuU  was  the  establisho^ent  of 
the  CheHeiiham  Water  Works  Company,  The  qhief  operations 
of  this  company  are  carried  on  at  au  eminence  adjacent  to 
Hewlett's  or  Agg's  Hill.  The  grpund  is  euclosed,  and  the 
entire  works  haye  beeu  executed  in  the  most  substaptial  manner. 
From  this  spot,  a  most  extensive  and  picturesque  view  of  thp 
town  may  be  obtained,  and  *^ike  Beservoir,"  as  it  is  called,  is 
well  worthy  of  inspection.  The  water  which  constitutes  the 
company's  '*  stock '  is  obtained  from  the  adjacent  hills  of  Norths 
^eld,  Charlton,  and  Bowdeswell.  According  to  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  medical  men,  the  water  supplied  by  the  company  ia 
of  a  high  state  of  purity.  It  has  been  analysed  by  Dr.  Lyon 
I^layfair,  and  by  resident  physicians  and  chemists, — among  the 
number.  Dr.  Boisragon,  Mr.  Moss,  and  Mr.  Horsley.  The 
Waterworks  Company  a?re  empowered  by  Act  of  Parliament^ 
passed  in  1824,  and  by  an  amende  Act  in  1847.  The  wanta 
of  the  town  prior  to  the  formation  of  the  Company,  and  the 
gj-eat  necessity  for  its  operations,  may  be  inferred  from  the 
preamble  of  the  Act,  which  runs  thus : 

"  Whereas  the  town  of  C^eltenhanc  is  at  present  scantily  supplied  with  par^^ 
water ;  and,  whereas^  the  said  town  has,  of  late  years,  become  verj  populons,  and 
is  irreatly  increased  in  honses  and  hnildings,  and  is  likely  to  continue  to  increase; 
nd  for  the  want  of  a  sufficient  ^npply  of  spring  water  for  domestic,  and  other 
purposes,  the  inhabittmts  thereof,  and  persons  resorting  thereto,  are  subject  to- 
much  inconveoience,  and  would  he  liable  to  great  danger  and  roost  calamitous 
consequences  in  cases  of  accidents  by  fire ;  but  such  inconveuiences  and  danger 
night  be  prevented,  and  much  public  benefit  obtained,  if  water  from  the  springs 
arising  so  near  the  said  town,  were  conveyed,  by  mjsans  of  pipes,  to  th^  said  towE 
ahd  suburbs  thereof.    Dated  June  1?,  1824^ 

By  this  Act,  the  capital  created  was  £17,500,  with  power  to 
raise,  in  addition,  £f3,75P;  and,  ]by  the  amended  Act,  the 
Copipany  was  authorised  to  obtain  Jg25,Q0O  more.  Under  the 
original  Act,  £49,100  Ss.  6d.  was  expended  upon  the  works ; 
and  under  the  amended  Act,  up  to  the  year  1849,  £12,495 
8s.  3d.  more,  making  ^  total  of  £61,595  IJs.-  9d.  The 
reserToirs  ^re  so  elevated,  as  to  supply  water  to  the  highest 
houses  in  the  town  without  t!ie  aid  of  machinery,  being  100  ft. 
higher  than  Bayshill,  the  highest  point  of  supply,  and  240  ft. 
higher  ihaif  the  Hospital,  the  lowest  pqint  of  supply.    The  two 
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smaller  resenroirs  hold  288,000  cubic  ft.  of  water,  and  tbe  large 
one  2.286,900,  thus  making  a  total  of  2,574,900,  or  more  than 
two  millions  and  a  half  cubic  feet  of  water.  The  large  reservoir 
is  open ;  and,  when  filled,  presents  a  fine  sheet  of  water,  covering 
an  area  of  8  acres  of  land,  and  having  a  depth  of  17  ft.  6  in. 
It  was  constructed  after  designs  by  Mr.  H.  Dangerfidld,  the 
late  borough  surveyor,  and  will  contain  9,000,000  gallons.  The 
smallest  is  80  ft.  square,  and  12ft.  deep;  the  second  is  150ft. 
by  160  ft.,  and  12  ft.  deep.  The  three  reservoirs  hold  together 
14,000,000  gallons.  The  water  is  conveyed  into  the  town,  a 
distance  of  upwards  of  two  miles,  by  592  yards  of  7-in.,  and 
8,321  yards  of  6-in.  iron  main.  Its  distribution  afterwards  is 
by  2,8*42  yards  of  5-in.,  6,031  yards  of  4-in.,  22,686  yards 
of  8-in.,  1,746  yards  of  2i-in.,  and  2,028  yards  of  2-in.  iron 
mains;  the  total  quantity  of  main  being  about  26  miles,  1,721 
yards.  Upwards  of  2,000  houses  are  supplied  by  the  Company, 
consuming  daily  146,888  gallons,  average  72  gallons  per  house. 
Thus  58,836 J 20  gallons  are  annually  distributed,  being  nearly 
four  times  the  quantity  which  the  reservoirs  contain,  which  fact 
shows  the  value  of  these  extensive  works  to  the  town  at  large. 
There  are  nearly  200  plugs  belonginf?  to  the  Company,  avaihible 
in  case  of  fire.  The  springs  which  supply  the  reservoirs  flow 
freely  from  October  to  May  ;  but  during  the  months  of  June, 
July,  August,  and  September,  they  are  at  times  nearly  dried  up. 
The  Nortbfield  spring  produces  52  gallons  per  minute,  and  those 
at  Dowdeswell  and  Charlton  82  gallons  during  the  last-named 
months.  This  estimate  is  founded  upon  the  extent  and  size  of 
the  reservoirs  up  to  1857.  In  that  year,  a  new  reservoir  was 
commenced,  at  Hewletts,  25  ft.  in  depth,  which  has  materially 
increased  the  Company's  supply  ;  and  in  1862,  another  one  was 
resolved  upon,  at  the  base  of  Leckhampton  Hill.  The  past 
history  of  the  Company's  works,  and  the  necessity  for  a  further 
enlargement  of  the  same'  to  meet  the  requirements  of  an  in- 
creasing population,  may  be  gleaned  from  the  very  able  speech 
of  the  counsel  for  the  promoters  of  a  new  Act,  made  before  the 
Parliamentary  Committee,  from  which  we  publish  extracts  : — 

**  Mr.  Hope  Scott  proceeded  to  open  the  case  on  the  part  of  the  prorootera. 
The  learned  geotleman  observed  that  the  present  was  a  bill  to  consolidate  and 
extend  the  powers  of  the  Chelt-^nham  Wnter  Works*  Company,  and  to  eoablt 
them  the  better  to  supply  with  water  the  several  panshes  of  Cheltenham,  Charlton 
Kiogs,  Leckhampton,  and  Presbarj,  otherwise  Prestbary,  all  in  the  connty  of 
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GloocMter,  and  for  other  purposes.  The  present  supply  of  watet  dated  from  the 
year  1824.  and  was  based  npon  the  circnmstance  that  the  wells  of  the  town  were 
deficient  in  quantity,  and  were  likely  to  become  still  more  so  as  the  popnlation 
increased.  Cheltenham  is  situate  upon  a  basin  of  wet  sand ;  and  in  many 
ins!anept  where  a  well  was  constnicted,  the  sewers  ran  into  it.  To  say  mostly 
that  the  snpply  conid  be  got  only  by  the  pump  handle  and  the  bucket^  the  quality 
of  the  water  was  as  bad  as  its  quantity  was  deficient.  Upon  a  recital  of  these 
fiicts,  a  bill  was  passed,  and  a  company  was  established,  to  secure  a  better  supply 
of  water.  The  capital  of  the  company  was  originally  £17,000,  with  a  borrowing 
power  of  £6,000.  This  first  company  began  with  coodnits  and  pipes,  and  the 
erection  of  a  reservoir  200  ft.  above  tne  level  of  Cheltenham  at  CnHrltoa  Kings. 
The  first  act  comprised  merely  the  town  of  Cheltenham.  In  1839.  another  act 
was  obtained  for  extending  its  operations  to  Charlton  Kings  and  Prestbury.  Bt 
the  same  act  also,  the  company  was  empowered  to  construct  works  at  DuwdesweU 
and  Charlton  Kings  springs.  They  were  also  empowered  to  make  an  additional 
reservoir,  and  they  constructed  one  next  to  their  original  reservoir.  They  created 
fresh  shares,  and  had  fresh  borrowing  powers.  In  1847,  the  company  ag^in  went 
to  parliament  for  increabcd  powers,  and  they  had  now  the  nower  to  raise  £66,676 
in  shares,  and  £18,541  on  mortgage,  making  a  total  capital  of  £74,166,  of  which 
there  had  been  raised  the  sum  of  £50,760,  viz.  £45,160  by  shares,  and  only  £6,600 
on  mortgage.  The  sum  of  £23.216  was  still  nnraised.  The  last  act  reqni'-ed  the 
company  to  construct  an  additional  reservoir,  and  they  built  one  capable  of 
holding  twelve  millions  of  gallons  of  water.  He  should  be  able  to  show  that  the 
company  had  dealt  fairly  and  lightly  by  the  public,  while,  for  some  years,  they 
bad  derived  7  or  8  per  cent. ;  but  it  should  be  bume  in  mind,  that  there  were 
many  anremnuerHtive  years  in  the  first  stage  of  the  company's  existence,— ther 
had  no  dividend  for  the  first  6  or  7  years.  In  1852,  an  act  passed  which  altered, 
in  many  respects,  the  position  of  the  company.  lie  alluded  to  the  *  Cheltenham 
Improvement  Act,*  whose  commissioners  were  invested  with  very  large  powenu 
Not  only  were  they  empowered  to  complete  the  sewerage  of  the  town,  but  they 
also  acquired  the  power  to  construct  Water  Works.  Such  powers  were  now  giveik 
every  local  act ;  but  the  intention  of  the  legislature  was,  that  no  pnblic  body 
should  undertake  the  supply  of  water  so  long  as  a  private  body  could  afford  it  at 
a  rcHsunable  price.  He  believed  there  was  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Town 
Commissioners  to  interfere  with  this  salutary  provision.  The  Commissioners  had 
constructed  a  large  extent  of  sewerage  works ;  and,  without  an  increased  supply 
of  water,  these  works  could  not  be  made  effective.  Accordingly,  in  June,  1853, 
a  report,  made  by  Mr.  Henry  Dangerfield,  their  surve>or,  was  laid  before  the 
CommisMOuers,  aud  by  them  forwarded  to  the  Water  Works' Company.  From 
that  report,  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Dangerfield  considered  a  proper  supply  of  water 
for  the  town  to  be  700,000  gallons  per  day.  At  the  present  moment,  the  works 
of  the  company  were  not  cxpHble  of  supplying  one-third  of  that  quantity,  and 
could  not  do  that  on  the  constant  pressure  system—the  water  being  now  laid  on 
little  more  than  an  hour  m  each  day.  Cisterns  became  necessary,  and  the  supply 
was  by  no  means  good.  The  quantity  did  not  amount  to  more  than  four  gallons 
per  head  per  day,  while  the  lowest  supply  deemed  neceesary  by  competent  judges 
IS  20  gallons  per  head  per  day.  In  Manchester,  the  daily  supply  is  40  gallons 
per  head ;  and  in  Glasgow,  it  is  60  gallons  per  head.  No  doubt  manuiacturing 
towns  require  more  water  than  such  towns  as  Cheltenham,  but  20  gallons  was 
a  very  moderate  estimate.  The  street  watering  was  carried  on  to  an  extent  of 
luxury,  rendered  necessary  by  the  nature  of  the  place.  The  water  procured  from 
the  welh  is  hard  and  bad|  the  town  being  built  on  a  bed  of  sand  stone.  It  was 
also  limited  in  quantity,  and  had  lately  much  decreased  by  the  sewerage  workt. 
The  deep  sewers  dried  up  the  wells.    The  present  supply  of  the  company  wm 
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from  springs  istuing  from  the  side  of  the  Cotswcdd  HiHs.  The  geologieaF 
formation  of  the  country  was  snch,  that,  while  it  had  few  stmuBs,  it  abmuiifed  in 
springs.  The  North  springs  yield  a  daily  supply  of  75,U0O  gallons,  bat  fruoi 
that  most  be  dednoted  0,0(X)  ^lons  to  parties  having  claiois.  Those  sprieffs 
were  taken  under  the  first  act.  The  Dowdeswell  spring  was  taken  under  tfaar 
second  act,  aod  it  yields  43,000  per  day,  subject  to  a  small  dedoction  for  cattle. 
The  Charlton  spring  yii'lded  10,000  gallons  iptr  day.  This  was  all  the  Pailia-< 
nentary  water  the  company  could  take,  and  it  amounted  to  128,000  gallons  per 
day.  By  a  contract  with  Mr.  Billings,  who  appeared  as  an  opponent,  but  whose 
iat<>rest8  woald  be  respected,  that  quantity  was  increased  to  I68,CXX)  gallons^ 
which  gave  an  average  of  four  gallons  per  head  p«r  day.  The  means  of  storibff 
the  water  were  very  abundant  One  reservoir  would  hold  400,000  gallons^ 
another  16,000  (gallons,  and  a  third  would  hold  12,000,000  gtUons.  All  that  the 
company  wanted  was  an  increase  in  the  water  supply  itself.  The  water  nonr 
supplied  was  admitted  to  be  excellent,  showing  only  11  degrees  of  hardness,  and 
fit  for  domestic  use.  The  spring  proposed  to  be  taken  was  of  the  same  character, 
and  there  would  be  an  abnndant  pressure  from  the  head.*' 

In  order  to  illustrate  the  early  efforts  made  to  obtain  a  supply 
of  pure  water,  we  extract  from  the  Cheltenham  Ohronude, 
of  1810,  the  following  adrertisement : — 

"  Shonld  the  inhabitants  of  Cheltenham  think  it  of  any  utility,  I  will  engagw 
tp  supply  the  whole  town  with  Soft  River  Water,  at  one  guinea  per  year  eadl 
dwelling-house  ;  with  engine  cocks,  pipes,  fire  pings,  fro.,  &c.,  complete.  The 
epgine  shall  throw  two  hogsheads  per  minute,  when  required,  in  ease  of  fire. 
People  who  wish  such  a  plan  to  be  brought  forward,  and  would  have  the  water 
laid  into  tlieir  dwellings,  must  send  in  their  names  to  me,  any  tkne  before  the 
26th  December  next,  in  order  to  form  an  idea  of  the  expenses  ol  erecting  8a<^ 
Works ;  and  should  it  meet  dne  approbation,  the  whole  will  be  completed  by  tiie 
Ist  of  May.  by  their  obediest,  humble  servant, 

<*J0SBPH  EOEWOOD, 

*" December  6th,  1810."  **  Engineer. 

In  November.  1861,  Mr.  Horsley,  the  County  Analyst,  pub- 
lished the  following  favourable  analysis  of  the  water  supplied 
by  the  Company  from  their  reservoirs.  The  total  quantity  of 
solid  contents^per  gallon,  was — 

QratM,  Organic  Matter » 

In  1851  -----        9        including        1* 
In  1861 Hi  «  a 


The  following  is  a  complete  Analysis  of  the  SiU  Water  at  the 
/     present  time: 

♦  Qrtnns. 

Carbonates  of  Lime  and  Magnesia     -        •       .        ^        6i 
Muriate  of  Lime      ...... 

Sulphate  of  Lime      -        -        .        -        •        ^ 
Organic  matter  derived  from  regetables      « 
"  "  ammals- 


11 


none. 
T^er  gallon      Hi 
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THB     GASWPBE8. 

A  few  jears  since,  the  High  Street  of  a  nigh,t  presented  th<^ 
appearance  of  a  village ;  flickering  oil  lamps  illumined  th^ 
darkness,  whilst  the  town  at  large,  except  when  done  at  private 
expense,  went  unlighted.  Iron  posts,  belonging  to  private 
lamps;  yet  remain  in  the  front  palisades  of  the  Koyal  Crescent, 
and  elsewiiere.  An  Act  enabling  the  Commissioners  to  light  the 
town,  was  passed  in  1786 ;  and  on  January  16, 1787,  a  contract 
was  entered  into  for  erecting  one  hundred  and  twenty  lamps, 
twenty-^five  yards  apart.  This  contract  provided  that  the  lamps 
should  be  lighted  with  oil  in  the  autnmn  and  winter  months 
only,  to  burn  nntil  midnight ;  but,  *'  when  the  moon  rises  at  ten 
o'clock,  or  before  then,  the  lamps  are  to  bum  bright  only  one 
hour  after  the  moon  rises."  This  system  of  lighting  was  so 
imperfect,  that,  in  1810,  a  proposition  was  actually  made  thati, 
owing  to  the  state  of  the  streets  during  the  evening,  and  to 
prevent  accident,  the  many  black  posts  on  the  edge  of  the  foot- 
path should  be  painted  white  !  In  1818,  some  of  the  influential 
inhabitants  went  to  Parliament  for  a  Gas  Act ;  and  the  Koyal 
assent  was  given,  April  6, 1819,  to  a  bill  "  for  lighting  with  gas 
the  town  and  parish  of  Cheltenham,  and  precincts  thereof,  in  the 
county  of  Gloucester."  The  capital  of  the  company  was  £  1 5 ,000 
in  shares  of  £60  each,  with  power  to  raise  an  additional  £1 0,000. 

The  flrst  application  of  gas  fur  promoting  the  interest  and 
comfort  of  the  fashion  of  the  place,  was  by  the  lighting  of  the 
Montpellier  Promenades  on  July  21,  1825.  On  the  opening  of 
an  evening  service  at  the  Parish  Church,  in  1838,  the  company 
ofi^ered  to  supply  gratuitously  the  gas  for  lighting  the  edifice. 
On  Sunday  evening,  Jan.  13,  in  that  year,  the  church  was 
accordingly  lighted  with  gas,  and  the  company  continued  to 
supply  it,  without  any  charge  to  the  congregation,  up  to  the 
temporary  closing  of  the  church  in  1859.  The  company  also 
supply  gratuitously  the  gas  lamps  over  the  Sebastopol  cannons, 
opposite  the  Queen's  Hotel,  and  the  clock  in  a  tower  rising  from 
the  centre  ol  the  company's  works,  illuminated  by  gas  during 
ihe  night,  which  is  of  great  public  convenience  to  the  locality, 
mostly  occupied  by  the  humbler  classes. 

The  flist  lighting  of  the  town  is  thus  recorded  in  the  CheU* 
enham  Chronicle,  of  Oct.  1,  1818  : — "  On  Tuesday,  Messrs. 
Kelly,  Baitley^  and  Mauley,  fulfilled  their  contract  by  lighting 
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the  town  with  gas.  .  .  .  .  On  the  19th  we  were  gratified 
by  seeing  the  whole  of  the  High  Street  illuminated  by  this 
beautiful  light,  which  assumed  its  usual  brilliancy  towards 
midnight,  when  the  atmospheric  air  had  escaped  from  the  main 
pipes." 

We  believe  that  the  Cheltenham  Gas  Act  was  the  first  public 
enactment  passed  in  England.  Gas  had  been  us^^d  in  Birmingham 
by  the  celebrated  Watt,  the  inventor  of  the  steam  engine,  and 
by  several  shopkeepers  in  that  town.  *'  In  London,  it  first  made 
its  appearance  in  1816.  St.  James' Park  was  first  lighted  by 
that  means,  which  did  not  become  general  till  1823."  (Bev. 
S.  Lysons.)  Gloucester  followed  the  example  of  Cheltenham, 
and  obtained  an  Act  in  the  year  1819. 

The  inventor  of  gas  lights,  according  to  Chambers,  was  a 
Frenchman,  I'hilippe  Le  Bon,  an  engineer  of  roads,  who  pre- 
pared his  gas  from  distilling  wobd  during  combustion,  in  1785  ; 
and  it  is  a  singular  coincidence  that  this  invention,  although  of 
French  origin,  was  not  adopted  in  France  untiU  the  year  that 
the  Cheltenham  Act  was  obtained — 1818.  The  following 
extract  from  Ooding't  Cheltenham^  1852,  gives  an  account  of 
the  company's  works  as  existing  at  that  time  : — 

**The  gas  works  on  the  Tewkesbury  Road,  occnpy  an  enclosore  of  two  acres. 
The  chiiDDpy,  so  prominent  all  arouDU  the  vicinity,  is  IIS  ft.  in  height.  Forest 
and  Welci  coals  are  used  in  the  mannfactnre  of  gas.  The  works  contain  a  retort 
house,  where  there  are  thirty  two  OTens,  or  retorts.  There  are  ten  dry  parifiers, 
whose  united  area  is  S70  feet ;  there  are  three  times  this  number  of  superficial 
feet  on  which  the  lime  lies  two  inches  in  thickness,  each  of  the  purifiers  having 
three  tiers.  The  four  gasometers  severally  contain  2S,000,  24,000, 15,000,  and 
16,000  cubic  feet,  or  together  82,000  cubic  feet.  During  the  year,  the  average  of 
eoal  used  is  S,S13  tons,  from  whieh  28,962.200  cubic  feet  of  gas  are  obtained. 
There  are  now  786  lamps  in  the  streets  of  the  town,  supplied  by  this  company 
with  ga  ,  at  the  public  expense.  They  are  the  property  of  the  commissioner! 
acting  ttoaer  the  Town  Improvement  Act,  who  contract  for  lighting  the  same, 
and  charge  the  amount  npon  the  borough  rate.  Independent  of  these,  there  are 
lamps  attached  to  estates  and  residences.  The  nnmber  of  private  oonsnmers  is 
nearly  one  thousand.*' 

Large  as  this  increase  may  appear  compared  with  the  past,  the 
size  and  powers  of  the  works  have,  since  then,  been  more  than 
doubled.  The  works  are  now  under  the  management  of  W. 
Esson.  Esq.,  a  gentleman  who  has  had  considerable  experience 
in  Scotland,  and  under  whom  the  latest  improvements  in  science 
have  been  adopted  in  the  manufacture. 
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The  large  increase  in  the  size  of  the  town  rendered  it  necessaiy 
for  the  company  to  obtain  more  extended  powers.  Consequently 
a  new  Act  was  obtained  in  June,  1856.  It  was  stated  at  a 
commissioners'  meeting  in  July  l4,  7858,  that  the  company's 
capital  was  £56,000,  and  that  they  received  jS4,200  annually 
for  gas  supplied  to  the  public  lamps.  The  commissioners' 
report  issued  in  July,  1861,  shows  that  the  cost  for  public  lamps 
for  the  previous  year,  was  £4,299.  The  estimated  cost  for  the 
year  1862,  was  £4,600,  the  number  of  lamps  having  been 
increased  to  upwards  of  800.  The  value  of  the  company's  shares 
has  greatly  increased,  as  shown  by  the  prices  obtained  at  public 
auctions,  where,  in  1857,  the  £100  share  realized  £190;  and 
in  1861,  the  same  shares  were  sold  for  £196,  or  nearly  double 
the  original  cost.  The  average  interest  paid  to  shareholders  for 
many  years  past,  has  been  eight  per  cent.,  besides  a  bonus. 
The  present  extent  and  powers  of  the  works  may  be  inferred 
firom  the  following  official  statement  :-— 

"  The  area  covered  by  the  works  is  nearly  five  acres.  The  carbonizing  power 
is  equal  to  500,000  cubic  feet  of  gas  per  day,  with  arrangements  for  more  than 
doable  that  amoaoi.    The  condensing,  washing,   and  purifying  capacities,  are 

Proportionate  to  the  carbonizing  power,  and  permitting  ot  corresponding  extensionu. 
'he  present  storage  or  gaHhoiding  capacity,  is  400,000  cubic  leet,  Hnd  is  being 
enlarged  to  fully  double  that  quantity.  The  distribnting  power  uf  the  street 
mains  is  equal  to  the  demand,  and  is  constantly  being  enlarged  and  extended.** 
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CHAPTEE    XXVni. 

Cbtonolosical  lEbents  connecteDi  toCtj^  tj^e  tS^jton  9xii 

COMFILED  EXFKSSSLY  VOR   **  lSfOBMAJX*8    HI8T0ST  OV  OHILTXNHAX.'* 


INTRODUCTION. 

It  jxAj  be  as  well  for  the  better  understanding  of  the  following 
Chronology,  to  explain  that  Cheltenham  appears  to  have  been  an 
important  military  station  during  the  £i.blt  B&itish,  the  Boman, 
the  Saxon,  and  the  oommenoement  of  the  Noaman  periods.  In 
those  predatory  and  unsettled  times,  the  inhabitants  were  in  the  habit 
of  seeking  refuge  in  periods  of  danger  in  the  entrenched  encampments 
on  the  surrounding  hills;  and,  of  course,  whatever  tribes  obtained 
possession  of  these  encampments  were  able  to  dominate  over  the 
inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  plain.  The  town  appears  to  have  suffered 
severely  during  the  Civil  Wars,  and  from  that  epoch  of  its  history 
commences  a  long  period  of  decline  and  comparative  insignificance. 
In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  on  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  on  the 
ground  of  poverty,  the  right  which  the  town  had  long  possessed  of 
sending  two  members  to  Parliament  fell  into  disuetude ;  and  from  that 
time  until  towards  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century  it  appears  to 
have  degenerated  into  the  condition  of  a  mere  village.  Thus,  in  1666 
the  inhabitants  numbered  only  1,500,  and  the  inhabited  houses  321. 
While  130  years  later,  in  1797,  the  inhabitants  had  only  increased  to 
2,700,  and  the  houses  to  530.  About  this  time,  however,  the  discovery 
of  the  mineral  waters  gave  an  extraordinary  impetus  to  its  extension 
and  prosperity;  land  which  was  before  merely  pasture  and  tillage 
became  covered  with  streets,  promenades,  and  villas.  In  1811  the 
inhabitants  had  increased  to  upwards  of  8,000;  in  1821  to  13,388;  in 

1831,  to  22,942 ;  in  1841,  to  36,617 ;  while  in  1861,  the  census  for  the 
parish  alone  gave  a  return  of  39,590  inhabitants,  and  7,013  inhabited 
houses.  Other  returns  during  the  same  period  give  similar  results. 
Thus  in  1559  the  yearly  entries  of  baptisms,  marriages,  and  burials 
were  respectively  20-6  and  32;  these  numbers  continued  with  scarcely 
any  increase  for  the  next  200  years,  as  we  find  in  1731  the  returns  were 
26-16  and  32;  in  1805,  they  had  only  increased  to  90-49-83;   while  in 

1832,  there  were  635  baptisms,  258  marriages,  and  415  burials. 
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iVom  ibese  figures  it  will  be  aeea  that  the  present  epoch  of  tli* 
towa*s  prosperity  dates  from  the  accidental  discovery  of  its  mineral 
waters,  now  upwards  of  a  century  ago.  It  was  this  which  first  brought 
royalty^and  that  influx  of  nobiUty  and  fashion  which  follows  the 
train  of  royalty-— to  the  then  unknown  and  in.«igntfioant  vitla;^ ;  an4 
although  the  fame  of  its  waters  has  now  in  some  degree  subsided,  it 
has  ever  since  continued  a  place  of  fashionable  resort;  while  the  estab- 
lishment of  its  many  noble  educational  institutionSj^its  College,  its 
Grammar  School,  its  Normal  School,  and  its  Ladies  College,— has 
made  it  a  most  desirable  place  of  permanent  residence,  and  greatly 
added  to  its  material  prosperity. 

It  should  be  stated  that  the  events  recorded  in  the  following 
ohronology  are  partly  oulled  from  the  preceding  History,  and  partly 
from  the  newspapers  of  the  day.  Mr.  Goding  must,  therefore,  not  be 
held  as  vouching  for  the  correctness  of  any  facts,  or  statements,  or 
opinions,  which  are  not  oontained  in  the  body  of  the  work  itself. 


CHBONOLOGICAL    EVENTS. 

The  British  EnA.^Up  to  the  middle  of  the  first  century  of  the  Christias 
iira  the  couDtry  round  Cheltenham,  as  well  as  the  other  partH  of  the  Island,  was 
exclusively  inhMbited  hy  the  Ancient  Brituns.  The  "  History"  records  numeroat 
instances  of  the  discovery  of  fortificatioDs,  cromlechs,  sepulchres,  urns,  coint^ 
bone^,  and  tlie  rude  implementu  of  warfare,  in  ose  among  that  aaciem  race. 
Coins  of  Queen  Moudecea,  found  in  the  neighbourhood,  are  still  iu  the  poasessioa 
of  local  antiquHrians 

A.D.,  43.  Thb  Roman  Prriod. — The  Romans  conquered  this  part  of  the 
country  in  the  mi<ldle  of  the  first  oentary,  and  they  held  their  conquest  for  a  period 
of  4C'0  yeaw.  We  read  that  in  the  year  43  the  Roman  General  Planuous 
attacked  the  Brituns'  army  and  completely  routed  them,  and  ^rove  tkem 
from  the  Cutswolds ;  the  Emperor  ( lauUius  himaelf  CHpturiii?  the  City  dt 
Gloucester,  which  was  thrncetortli  named  after  him,  Clevun  or  CUtuiia.  The 
conquerors  took  possession  of  all  the  encampments  on  the  Kurroundiiig  l-ills,  and 
enlitr^i  d,  altered,  and  generally  converted  them  into  Roman  military  stations. 
The  R<iman  additions  to  the  Mritish  encampments, alont:  the  Colswolds,  may  aiill 
be  readily  traced.  They  estabiiabed  a  chain  of  watch-towers  and  posts  on  the 
Xiieckhampton,  Cleeve  toij  Nottingham  UiUs.  They  also  estaith«hed  |^e«t 
military  r<«ad»  of  whiih  the  ''EriuiDe-street"  b(>tween  Gloucester  and  *  irenoetter, 
the  *  fossway  '*  through  Cireiic  -ster  and  over  the  Cotswulds  towards  Scotland, 
and  the*' Icknield-street"  which  formed  a  route  for  marching  into  Widen,  am 
in  existence  at  the  prevent  day.  (History,  pp.  13—15.)  Milner  in  his  History 
of  Enttlaiid  says  tha*  'Mhe  Dobuni  (triben  inhibiting  Gloucestershire  and 
Oxfordshire)  gladly  received  the  Roman  yoke  tu  reliere  themselves  Crom  the 
p^*pressiou  of  thei^*  neiubboars." 

A  D.  50.  About  this  year  Christiaiiity  is  believed  to  have  been  first  preachnd 
in  the  nei>;libourhood.  Lys<ins  says,  *•  Gloucestershire  was  probably  the  first 
county  of  England  to  embrace  the  Gospel."  1  ht  sama  writer  says  that'  of  the 
&26  parishes  iu  the  county,  va.  upwards  of  one^tbicd  Jiovaa  Vemaini  Ivotsbeea 
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diseoTered ;  and  h^  brings  forward  argtimeDts  to  prove  that  the  Gospel  was 
preached  in  Gloacester  by  the  Apostle  Paul  himself.    (History,  pp.  12^24>.) 

280.  Yineyards  are  spoken  of  has  havinK  been  planted  at  this  time  in  the 
neighbunrhood  of  Cheltenham.  Abundant  prools  arc  on  record  that  Mt  a  later 
time  they  were  in  existence  and  yielded  larire  quantities  of  wine,  much  of  which 
was  exported  to  foreign  countries.  The  cultivation  of  the  willow  **  for  binding 
their  vines  **  shows  that  these  vineyards  were  c  Irivated  by  the  Eomans ;  tnd 
the  mention  of  *' selected  places  fur  vineyards"  occurs  in  the  earliest  An^lo- 
Saxon  charters  which  refer  to  this  part  of  Gloucestershire.  (Uisiory,  p.  25.) 
In  prouf  that  the  soil  and  climate  of  Gloucest-r  then  were  considered,  from  very 
early  times,  to  be  exceedindly  fruitful,  we  quote  the  following  passage  from 
**  Fuller's  Ancient  Worthies*' — "  Some  say  that  this  thire  was  anciently  thf  most 
fruitful  portion  of  all  England ;  and  they  s^y  nuw  that  such  is  the  fertility  ot  the 
soil  near  Slimbridge,  thnt  in  spring  time,  let  it  be  bit  bure  to  the  rooth,  a  wand 
laid  there  over  night,  will  be  cvered  with  new-jjrowu  grHSs  by  the  morning.** 

A.D.  677.  The  Saxon  PERIOD.—The  Saxons  under  Ciaivlin  and  Cuihviine 
defeated  the  Romans  in  a  icreat  battle  at  Derham,  in  this  cuuiity,  and  thence- 
forward became  masters  ol  the  Cothwolds  and  the  adjacent  country,  including  the 
two  Roman  cities  of  Gloucester  Hnd  ( ireucester. 

684>.  First  Saxon  King  ruled  over  the  towns  of  the  Merci  n  Kingdom,  includ- 
ing Cheltenham.  The  town  occupied  a  central  position  between  the  two 
royal  Mercian  palaces  at  Gloucester  and  Winchcoikib. 

790.  A  Priory  of  Benedictine  Monks  founded  about  this  date  ;  the  site  of  the 
building  is  now  occupied  by  the  houses  Nos.  403  and  404;,  Uiglustreet. 

803*  At  a  synod  held  in  this  year  at  Cleveshoe,  the  Priury  at  Cheltenham 
was  the  subject  of  warm  discussion 

888.  A  roonastry  dedicated  to  St.  Michael  and  founded  by  King  Offa  in  the 
Deighbouring  village  of  Cleeve,  was  granted  in  this  year  to  the  Bishop  of  Wiccia 
by  King  Alfred  the  Great.    (History,  p.  54.) 

1041.  King  £dward  the  Coufessdr  became  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Cheltenham, 
and  granted  it  a  charter.  The  tenants  of  the  Manor  at  that  time  bad  under  them 
a  number  of  83rvi,  or  slaves,  in  a  state  of  absolute  bondage. 

1046.  William  the  Conqueror  be<  ame  Lord  of  the  Manor,  and  made  consi- 
derable additions  to  its  extent  and  populition.  The  total  area  alter  these 
'  additions  was  abont  1  200  acres ;  the  area  at  the  present  time  is  8,3d7  acn  s 

1080.  In  this  year  William  the  Conqueror  held  his  Paniaiueni  at  Gloucester 
at  which  the  survey  of  £ngl;tnd,  known  as  Doom:^iy  Book,  was  deri*ied  on. 
In  1084  and  1086  the  King  and  his  (.  ourt  were  again  in  the  neighbuurhood 
•everal  days. 

1084.  At  a  tynod  held  this  year  mention  is  made  of  a  *'  Priory  *'  and  also  of 
^a  Church  and  its  Chapels  at  thintenham.** 

1086.  Doomsday  Book  completed.  In  this  docnroent  ibe  town  is  described  as 
being  **  Terra  Regis,*'  or  King's  land,  and  is  spelt  "  Cheintenham  ;*'  in  1120,  the 
name  on  the  Cireucester  Abbey  Rolls  is  spelt  '*  Chinte-  he ;"  m  1143,  it  is  spelt 
'*  Chilt  ;'*  and  it  was  not  until  the  Manor  Act  of  1626  tliat  it  is  found  spell  as  at 
present  "Cheltenham. 

1087.  William  Hufus  became  Lord  of  the  Manor. 

1117.  On  two  houses  adjoining  the  ancient  marl(et-honse  being  pulled  down, 
in  1807,  a  massive  stone  was  discovered  profusely  ornamented  with  Norman 
devices,  and  with  the  date  llt7  clearlv  iegibiC.  The  remains  of  a  Noruiaa 
fonndatjon,  of  about  the  same  date,  have  been  discovered  near  the  north  porch  of 
the  Parish  Church. 

1110.    Henry  I.  became  Lord  of  the  Manor. 

1116.    Died,  Hardingei  ion  of  second  King  of  Denmarki    He  came  oTer 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


OHEONOLOGICAL    EVENTS. 


531 


•with  the  Conqueror,  took  the  name  of  Fit Ehardiojre,  married  Eva,  the  Conqaerpr'f 
uipce,  and  settled  in  Bristol*,  where  he  became  a  Canon,  and  founded  St. 
Angnstine*8  Abbey,  now  attached  to  Bristol  Cathedral,  where  he  lies  buried.  Hit 
son,  Maurice,  married  the  daughter  of  Roger  de  Berkeley,  and  became  tlie  fonnder 
of  "  the  niible  House  of  Beilceley."    (History,  p.  86.) 

1 133.  Curacy  of  Chelteuham  given  to  Cireuoester  Abbey ;  soon  after  this  it 
WAS  enriched  with  six  estates,  one  of  which  vas  given  by  Sir  Walter  Hawkes,  tht 
first  IocmI  ("rasader. 

1 1 35.    The  Manor  passed  to  Kine  Stephen,  who  held  it  until  1154. 

1154.  Henry  II.  and  Queen  Eleanor  became  its  joint  possessors.  In  the 
-same  year  Walter  de  Hereford  took  it  on  lease,  and  held  it  antil  1156. 

1154>.  Mention  is  again  Inade  of  vineyards  being  still  cultivated  in  tht 
neighbourhood. 

1177.  Jane  Clifford,  known  in  history  as  "Fair  Rosamond,**  from  Rosa- 
mundi,  or  the  rose  of  the  world,  from  her  incomparable  beauty,  died  in  th» 
ITunnery  of  Go  'stow,  aged  37.  She  was  daughter  of  Lord  Walter  Clifford,  of 
Frampton-on^evern,  who  endowed  the  Nunnery  with  the  rental  for  ever  of  a 
neadiiw  and  mill  out  of  his  Uanor  of  Frampton. 

]I00.  The  churches  of  Leckharopion  and  Charlton,  **  made  subject  to  the 
motlier  church  of  Cheltenham,**  by  the  Bishop  of  Hereford.  Two  chantries  at 
Arle  and  Hntherley,  and  the  recently  restored  iNorman  Chapel  at  Southam,  wero 
nnder  the  same  iurisdiction    (History,  p.  155.) 

1199.    Kng  John  became  Lord  uf  the  Manor. 

12  0— 130O.  Supposed  date  of  Piscina  in  Parish 
■Church. 

12<  0—1300.  Supposed  date  of  ancient  cross  in  the 
Parish  Churchyard, 

1200—1300.  Supposed  date  of  two  atone  coffins 
found  in  Parish  Church,  VI ay.  1860,  supposed  to  be 
coffins  uf  Abbots  of  the  Monastery,  and  now  exhibited 
in  the  Churdiyard.     (History,  pp.  162—166.) 

1200—1300.  By  the  Ancient  Charters  Inhabitants 
of  the  Manor  were  exempt  from  toUii  and  taxes ;  they 
also  had  their  own  conns,  with  extensive  criminal 
jurisdiction,  and  elected  their  own  coroner.  The 
"gallows**  stood  in  the  present  Hale*s-road. 

12)6.     The  Manor  passed  to  Kinir  Henry  III.  | 

I2j6.    King  Henry  III.  gave  the  Manor  to  William 
Ix>ng  >]spee,  the  illegitimate  son  of  the    celebrated 
**  Fair  Rosamond,**  and  who  afterwards  became  Earl  of 
Snlisbtiry,  »nd  had  assisted  at  the  ooronatioo  of  the  "  Infiui  King,**  atOlon^ 
'Cester,  in  1216. 

1:250.    Ti.e  date  "  1250.'*  found  inscribed  on  a  beam  in  Arle  Chapel, 

13;!^.  Aug  21,  was  fought  the  celebrated  battle  of  Cresaey.  Sir  Biehard 
de-la-Bere  obtained  his  family  crest— five  ostritch  feathers  issuing  ont  of  a  duca^ 
coronet,— fur  gallanily  saving  the  life  of  Edward  the  Black  Prince  on  thai 
'eventful  day.  Lord  Chandos,  whose  remains  are  interred  at  Sudeley  Castle,  and 
Ecveral  members  of  the  families  uf  the  Berkeleys,  the  Sherbournes,  the  Hicki^ 
and  the  Tryes,  fouitht  under  the  Black  Prince.  A  body  of  Oloucestershire 
**  Volunteers**  under  Maurice  Lord  Berkeley,  formed  part  of  the  victoriona 
army  ;  and  Smi^li,  in  his  "  Lives  of  the  Berkeleys,*'  iiighly  ealogises  the  valoor 
of  these  Gloucestershire  "  rifles"  of  the  olden  time.    (History,  pp.  112—116.) 

1370.  Thomas,  Lord  Berkeley  described  as  having  **  a  large  vineyard,  wluclk 
he  tended  with  great  care.** 
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1441.  Bju  Act  pissed  in  this  year  the  *<l«7people''ofthe ''towne^of  Cheit- 

tahnm  were  released  from  the  local  taxes  on  accoDot  of  the  poverty  of  the  place. 

1465.  Sir  Maurice  Berkeley  purchased  the  lease  of  Cheltaaham  M»oor. 

1468.  Up  to  this  time  I  heltenham  returned  two  memhers  to  Parliamebt.  The 

practice  was  discontinued  in  consequence  of  a  petition  to  Queen  hlizabeth  from 

the  inliabitants  complaining  of  the  expense. 

1471,  May  S.  Edward  IV.  pasved  through  Cheltenham  with  an  army 
**  consistini?  of  300U  infantry  and  a  largo  body  of  cavalry'*  on  the  eve  of  the 
Bsttle  of  Tewkeshnry.  The  army  marched  that  day  86  miles  from  Sodbory 
(Cheltienham  then  bnng  on  the  high  road  from  Bath),  and  taking  ulight 
refreshment  hero  passed  by  way  of  £lmstone  Hardwicke  and  Treddingt«>n  to 
within  three  milep  of  the  hostile  encaropmenr,  where  they  passed  the  night  Sir 
l!aurice  Berkeley  fouf^ht  valiantly  on  the  king^s  side  next  day ;  and  the  resnlt  of 
the  battle  is  thus  described: — **Tbe  royal  monarch  on  the  follovnng  day  was 
Aedared  the  victor  on  the  battle  field.  The  nndaunted  Margarett  and  her 
mfortunate  husband,  Henry  VI.,  were  soon  inmates  of  the  Tower.  The  heir 
apparent  to  the  crown,  her  youtfkful  son  the  Prince  of  Wales,  was  murdered— the 
Duke  of  Gloucehter,  afterwards  fiichard  III ,  openly  assisting  in  the  act.  But 
each  are  the  revolutions  which  Providence  brings  about.  Benry,  Earl  of 
tUehmond,  who  whs  ob  the  Queen  s  side,  fled  to  the  continent,  and  in  fourteen 
jears  afterwnrda  slew  this  aame  Richard  III.  at  Bosvrorth  Field,  in  the  identical 
'suit  of  polished  steel  armour,'  in  which  he  was  victonona  at  lewke»bury— 
ascended  the  throne  by  the  title  of  Henry  YIL,  married  a  Torkist,  thus  ouitmg 
the* White  and  the  red  roses,'  and  for  ever  put  an  end  to  the  stiife  of  the  rival 
fcilitlies."    (History,  p.  76.) 

1486.  The  Trye  family  became  possessors  of  the  Manor  of  Leckhampton. 
Jnhu  Trye  was  nominated  by  Richard  III.  Mayor  of  Gloucester  in  1483.  [In 
referefice  to  this  entry,  the  Rev.  S.  Lysoiis,  of  Hemstead  Court,  has  kindly  fur- 
•iMiud  OS  with  the  following  correction:—'*!  have  s&sn  an  abstract  of  it— the 
•History  of  Gloucestershire*- in  the  *  £xaminer,'  and  would  wish  to  point  out 
one  error  which  strikes  me.  The  family  of  Trye  did  not  beeome  possessed  of 
Lerkhampton  in  1486,  but  in  1797.  when  my  uncle,  Mr.  Trye,  succeeded  lo  the 
fstate  b>  the  will  of  his  cousin,  tienry  Norwood,  Esq.  Hardwicke  Court,  near 
Gl^cester,  was  the  ancient  family  seat  of  the  Tryes,  who  were  of  FreDch 
extraetton,  and  connected  with  the  highest  French  nobility,  as  well  as  the  royal 
family  of  France.  The  first  de  Trie  who  settled  in  this  country  is  supposed  to 
have  bem  taken  prisoner  by  one  of  the  Barons  of  Berkeley,  in  the  Fr.nch  wars, 
•ud  brouKht  to  England,  where  he  subsequ*?ntly  married  iuto  the  family  of  his 
Bobie  eaptor,  and  em  e<i  in  founding  the  English  branch  of  the  Trye  family, 
temp  Edward  III.  The  Tryes  are  descended  from  Dreut  de  (  hauniont,  temp. 
Wiiiiam  the  Conqueror.  Several  of  the  family  bare  been  Grand  Constables  and 
Grand  AdmiraL  of  France— one  of  them  Archbishop  and  Duke  of  Rhtdms.'*] 

1607.  Date  on  key  stone  ot  the  arch  of  an  old  "  church-house,*'  or  poor- 
bouse,  arh>ch  eiisted  at  the  entrance  to  the  churchyard  from  Chester  Walk.  It 
Has  demolished  in  181S. 

1609.  Ridiard  de  Cheltenham,  the  first  recorded  **  Abbot  of  Cheltenham,** 
died.  He  was  e'ected  Abbot  of  Tewkesbury  Abbey  in  1481.  and  assisted  at  the 
funeral  ot  the  renowned  Prince  Arthur,  at  Worcester,  in  1602. 

1640.  Date  of  Judge  Greville's  tomb  in  Parish  Church. 

1656.  B'irst  entry  in  present  Court  Roll  of  the  Manor. 

1666.  In  a  work  published  iu  1781  is  a  statement  that  the  tobacco  plant 
bruii^iht  to  England  in  1665  wss  first  planted  on  English  ground  in  this  purish 
(Cheltenham)^  and  "  yielded  considerable  produce  and  profit  to  the  inhbitiiiits.'* 

1674»,  August  81st  From  an  entry  in  the  vestry  boc«  of  this  date,  it  appeara 
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that  elerfirynieii  were  desigaated  "Sir"— thos:   **Sir  John  Erans,  Carat*  of 
Cheltenham." 

1678.  Ciipltenhati  Grammar  School  and 
AlmH*  Houijes  foanded  by  Richard  Pates. 
(The  subjoined  likcnase  of  Richard  Pate  is 
hauded  down  to  as  in  a  rare  and  curioas 
eDi^r^ving:  of  the  period.) 

1597,  Feb.  27th.  Curacy  of  Cheltea. 
ham  leased  to  Francis  Bacun,  Esq  ,  after- 
wards Lord  Chancellor,  the  renowned 
statesman  and  philosopher. 

1603.  "Lodowick  Packer,  Esq.,  gave  the 
third  hell  to  Parish  Church*." 

1607— 16 1^.  Dates  on  two  head  stones 
in  Parish  Church. 

16 i2.  Died,  Sir  Michael  Hicks,  who 
purchased  and  settled  at  Witcomb  Manor, 
where  his  descendant,  Lady  Cromie,  still 
resi(l?». 

1620.  Baptist  Hicks  was  knighted  in 
this  year  by  James  1.  Created  Viscount 
Campden  by  Chares  I.,  he  became  the 
purchaser  of  Chehenham  Rectory.  He  settled  at  Campden,  where  he  built  ft 
mansion  covering  eii^ht  acres,  and  co8fing£80,000.  Daring  the  Civil  Wars  ha 
destroyed  this  princely  building  rather  than  it  shunid  be  garrisoned  b/  Cram;- 
well's  troops — an  act  to  be  regretted,  as  the  house  was  never  approached  by 
the  Parliamentary  forces.  ^ 

1622.  Date,  carved  on  stone  of  south  front  of  Parish  Church  tower,  snppotfeA 
to  re  er  to  the  time  of  some  extensive  alterations. 

1624',  Feb.  21st.  Customs  of  the  Manor  settled  by  asrreement  between  tlis 
cop>hul  ers  and  Prince  Charles  j  the  former  pnying  the  Prince  £1,200  for  hif 
consent  to  the  act. 

1625,  Aug.  1st.  Manor  Act  received  the  Royal  assent.  The  costs  of 
obtainins  the  Act  were — In  the  Lorus,  £51  16s.  8d.  j  in  the  Commons.  £19  6t. ; 
total,  £74j  Is.  (For  copy  of  Act,  Jurors'  Report  on  the  boundaries  given  at 
anme  time,  and  numerous  other  documents,  see  History,  pp.  48-73.) 

162«.  The  Manor  of  Cheltenham  purchased  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  by  Mtv 
Duttcn  for  £1,200  It  remained  in  the  Duttim  family  215  years,  and  when  sold 
by  Liird  Sherborne,  in  1843,  it  realised  £39,000.  Odart,  the  founder  of  tha 
Sherborne  family,  wns  a  r.itrrior  of  great  strength  and  courage,  and  had  given  to 
him  as  a  rewHrd  of  his  bravery  *  all  the  bulls  out  of  the  spoils  taken  in  Wales,** 

1628.  A  gallery  at  west  end  of  Parish  Church  erected  by  Mrs.  I>]orwood. 
Removed  in  1813. 

1629.  Thomas  George,  who  died  in  this  year,  left  three  shillings  and  fow 
pence  per  annum  for  the  preaching  of  a  sermon  on  "  le  parable  of  ye  sowac^ 
sume  time  during  seed  time  in  oaeh  year. 

1629.  Juno  3      First  AiVonorial  Court  under  the  new  Act  held  in  Cheltenhanu 

1630.  By  a  publication  ot  this  d^te  it  appears  that  no  widow  or  daughter  of  m 
copyholder  of  the  man.»r  %as  allowed  to  marry  without  the  "  Lord's  *'  lieeiioe. 

1633.  J)zt«  of  interesting  correspondence  respecting  Lord  Bacon  and  th# 
Rectory  (pp.  190 — 194).  In  this  year  the  stipend  was  £10  yearly,  whioh  £«il 
^alislmry  described  as  **  a  scandal  to  the  church  of  Gk)d."  After  this  the  Curate** 
ratipend  ivas  fixed  at  *•  forty  pounds  a-year." 

I63li.    In  January  of  this  ye^r  the  town  was  visited  by  a  snow  storm  whick 
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^  latted  ibr  three  weeks.  It  was  aocompaoied  by  ▼iolent  ttorme  of  wind»  which 
eaaied  considerable  damage  to  the  honses.  Many  pereons  perinhed  on  tiie  high- 
ways in  the  enTiross.  The  saromer  which  followed  was  noted  for  its  extreme  heat,, 
vet,  notwithstanding  so  thick  was  the  snow  and  ice  of  the  preceding  winter,  tliat 
large  qaantities  of  it  remained  nntbawed  at  the  adjacent  quarries  of  Brock- 
ham  pton. 

1638.  List  of  chnrch  property  handed  over  to  new  ehnrch  wardens,  amongst 
which  are  "one  groate  Bible,"  "  Booke  of  Soals,  worked  in  a  duet,"  *'  one  hoar 
glass'**  and  "one  paire  of  fyne  green  carpets  wrought  we  niddle  work.'*  Id  the 
aame  document  it  is  also  stated  that  the  amount  of  church  money  then  in  hand 
was  one  shilling  and  ninepence. 

1643.  September  5th.  Battle  of  Cheltenham  between  the  Royalists  and 
Parliamentary  forces.  (History,  pp.  218—235). 

1645.  November  6th  ;  and  July  12th.  1644;.  Charles  I.  visited  Sir  Charles 
Pope,  £arl  of  Downe,  at  his  seat  at  Cnbberley,  the  Boyal  forces  being  at  that 
time  stationed  in  the  neighbonrhood  of  Cheltenham. 

1643.  Death  of  wife  of  Dr.  English,  incumbent,  who  died  of  a  broken  heart 
thrnngh  her  husband's  persecution  and  imprisonment  by  the  Puritans. 

1651.  Captain  Conway  Whithome,  of  the  Whithome  Loresey  family,  present 
vnder  Charles  II.  at  the  Battle  of  Worcester. 

1652.  Proceedings  m  Parliament  against  the  tobacco  plantations  in  Chelten- 
ham    1658.    Troops  sent  from  Gloucester  to  destroy  the  plantations;  dri?en 

.hack  by  the  inhabitaots.  1675.  Cheltenham  described  as  populated  by  a  people 
"  much  gj^co  to  plant  tobacco,  though  they  are  suppressed  by  authority,  Sir 
Francis  Drake  is  supposed  to  have  first  introduced  the  plant  in  thiii  neighbour- 
hood. 

1660.  Friends'  Meeting-house  bnilt.  The  old  building  is  now  transformed^ 
into  two  cottages,  next  to  the  new  Meeting  house  in  Manchester  walk. 

1656.  After  a  very  abundant  harvest  the  price  of  wheat  at  Cheltenham  was 
•eventeen  pence  per  bushel,  and  barley  one  shilling  and  two-pence. 

1675.  December  21st.  First  record  of  appointment  of  highway  sur?eyors 
by  the  vestry. 

1675  In  a  **  geography  *'  of  this  date  is  a  reference  to  Cheltenham  as  ^'in^ 
extent  six  furlongs:  it  nnmbers  near  200  honses." 

1678.  At  this  date  a  cqw  sold  for  £4  7s.  6d. ;  carpenters  were  paid  about 
Is.  2d.  a  day ;  butter  sold  for  5d.,  and  br?ad  at  a  Id.,  per  pound. 

1680.  November  19th.  Died,  William  Prynue,  Esq.  His  tomb  exists  in  the 
Parish  Church.  The  founder  of  the  Priuu  family  was  the  celebrated  William 
Prinn.  He  pnblixhed  in  1633  his  ERstriomasfix^  for  which  he  was  tried  b<^fQre 
the  Star  Chamber  and  condemned  to  the  following  sentence  :  *'  That  his  book  be 
hurnt  by  the  common  hangman  ;  to  be  put  from  the  bar,  and  to  be  for  ever  in- 
•apable  of  his  profession ;  to  be  turned  out  of  the  society  of  Lincoln's  Inn ;  to 
he  degraded  at  Oxford ;  to  stand  in  the  pillory  at  Westminster  and  Cheapside;. 
to  lose  both  his  ears,  one  in  each  place ;  to  pay  a  fine  of  £5,000  and  to  suffer 
^rpetnal  iroprisonment."  These  cruelties  were  carried  into  effect,  and  he  was 
confined  in  the  tower,  but,  nothing  daunted,  he  still  plied  his  pen,  and  was  again 
tried  in  1637.  and  sentenced  to  be  branded,  to  be  put  in  the  pillory,  tu  pay  a 
Inrther  fine  of  £5,000,  to  have  the  remaining  portion  of  his  ears  sawn  off,  and  to 
he  imprisoned  in  a  dungeon  in  Carnarvon  Castle.  He  remained  in  prison  almost 
Ibrgotten,  until  the  restoration,  when,  in  1640,  he  was  released  aoid  mad^  a 
triumphant  entrance  into  London,  and  was  again  advanced  to  great  waalth  and 
dignity.  With  his  accumulated  wealth  he  purchased  the  beautiful  estate  of 
Charlton  Park,  and  his  family  have  ever  since  been  intimately  connected  with  the 
history  of  Cheltenham'    The  ancient  family  crest  surmounting  the  pillars  at  tht:- 
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entrnnce  of  the  family  mansion—a  spread  eagle  issuing  from  a  coronet— is  truly 
charflcteristic  of  the  military  courage  of  the  present  owner,  Sir  William  RusselL 

1683.  G.  Townsend,  Efcq.,  endowed  a  scholarship  at  Pembroke  College  open 
to  th**  pupils  of  Cheltenham  Grammar  Sohool— present  value  £50  per  annum. 

1690.  The  celebrated  John  Prinn  was  steward  of  the  Manor.  From  recordi 
of  this  date  the  «' Lord"  wan  allowed  to  erect  "gallows,  piliories,  and  tumbril, 
for  the  punishment  and  judgment  of  malefactors,*'  the  latter  article  being  a 
**  dncking  stod  "  for  »he  cure  of  scolding  women. 

1697.     Bells  of  Parish  Church  re-cast  by  Rudhalls  of  Gloucester. 

16971    Entry  in  vestry  books  of  issue  of  new  coinage  and  calling  in  the  old. 

1699  Chimes  erected  in  Parish  ihurch  and  set  to  the  tune  of  the  llSth 
Psalm.  The  chimes  played  every  three  hours.  The  machinery  still  lies  in  the 
Belfry,  but  the  chimes  have  been  long  discontinued. 


^*^**(0g^r'^r/^jt 


ST.  MARY'S  CHURCH,    SRECTED  A.D.  1011. 

1703.    West  window  of  Parish  Church  erected.    The  west  Tiew  of  this  fine 
old  structure  is  given  in  the  annexed  engraving. 
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1703,  NoTember  27.  a  great  itorm  which  injured  the  Parish  Charch  and 
most  of  the  houses  in  the  towo. 

1712.  Cheltenham  described  as  **  a  town  considerably  engaged  in  the  malt 
trader 

1713.  Cheltenham  Old  Charity  School  established. 

1713.  *'  Several  well  disposed  persons**  subscribed  £14  to  purchase  a  silver 
flagon  for  the  use  of  the  Communion. 

1715- 16.     Accidental  discovery  of  mineral  waters  at  Old  Wells. 

1716.  Marv  Carelees  committed  to  Quarter  Sessions  **  for  sajring.  twice.  King 
George  was  a  pHpist  Dog";  Mary  Hill  likewise  committed  for  answering  "No, 
he  was  a  Presbyterian.'* 

1721.    Sir  John  Dutton,  Bart.,  gave  a  fire-engine  for  the  use  of  the  town^ 

1721.  First  analynis  of  mineral  waters  by  Doctors  Greville  and  Baird. 

1722.  A  house  rented  at  £8  a  year  as  a  poor-house ;  when  a  house  so  rented 
should  happeuto  be  full,  another  house  was  lo  be  a(ideJ.  The  poor  rates  about 
thi^  time  were  about  £12  annually. 

1727.  The  entire  poor-rate  was  £12  14s.  Ud.,  the  Plough  being  rated  at  £6 
per  annum.  Subjoined  is  a  view  of  this  celebrated  hoslelrie  as  it  appeared  in 
the  olden  time. 


PLOU&H  HOTEL  IN  TB£  OLDSN  TIMS. 

1727.  There  were  in  this  year  only  158  heads  of  families  rated  to  the  relief 
of  the  poor  ;  in  1861  the  heads  of  families  numbered  9320. 

1731.  June  6,  a  terrific  hailstorm  which  did  damage  to  the  town  to  the  eitent 
of  £2000. 

1736.  Sir  Edward  Seward  arriving  in  Cheltenham  could  not  obtain/  a  lodgine> 
and  Wi)8  obliged  to  proceed  onward  to  Gloucester  lor  the  night,  the  poet  chaise 
being  fetched  from  thence  to  take  him. 

1738.  The  first  ooMch  or  "flying  machine**  firom  Cheltenham  to  London, 
advertised  to  accomplish  the  journey  **  if  God  permitted,  in  the  short  spHoe  of 
three  days." 

I739  In  a  butchers  bill  of  this  year  a  quarter  of  lamb  was  charged  2s.  3|d., 
"  loyn  **  of  mutton  lid.,  and  leg  of  lamb  Is. 

1741.  August  11,  advertisement  of  *' a  cudgel  match  **  at  the  Plough,  •*  he 
that  breaks  most  heads  in  three  bouts,  and  comes  off  clear,  to  receive  a  good  hat, 
and  a  guinea  in  money.'* 

174)3.  The  Pretender  Burnt  in  FflBgy.  The  sensation  which  the  fate  of  the 
Pretender  and  his  adherents  caused  throughout  Europe  ia  a  notable  fact  in  modern 
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iiistory.  At  this  period  the  popaUtion  of  the  to^rn  and  handred  of  Cheltenham 
vas  bat  small,  and  yet  the  then  inhabitants  gave  expression  to  their  feelings  oa 
the  subject,  as  witness  the  folluwing  from  the  Cirencesier  Flying  Post^  in  the 
possession  of  W.  Holiis,  Esq.,  of  "  The  Ueddinjfs** : — "  Extract  of  a  letter  from 
Clieltenham,  dated  April  16,  174d-  Yesierday  b^'ing  the  anntversny  of  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Cumberland's  birth-da^,  the  moruinx  was  ushered  in  with 
ringing  of  bells  and  uther  demonstrations  of  joy ;  at  noon  a  considerable  number 
of  our  young  men,  armed,  asseiiibl'-d  at  the  Town  Hall  with  the  Pretender  in 
efSg^,  who  was  dre»«ed  in  a  coat  of  papeis  a  Scotch  bonnet,  a  hay  wig,  a  cross  on 
his  breast,  and  a  halter  about  his  ne<  k,  and  fixed  on  a  wooden  horse;  with  whom 
they  proceeded,  and  after  a  niarch  round  the  town  a  bonfire  was  provided  and  the 
Pretender  committed  to  the  flames,  and  the  fuUowing  speech  was  made  :  *  Ma/ 
the  Pretender  and  his  adherents  know,  that  we  are  sensible  of  the  many  advan- 
tages and  invaluable  blessings  we  enjoy  under  ihe  present  just  and  mild  govcrn- 
meut — that  we  abhor  Popery  and  Slavery,  under  any  disguise  whatever ;  Mod  we 
are  ready  to  hazard  our  fives  and  fortunes  in  defence  of  our  happy  constitutim, 
and  to  support  the  present  Royal  Frtmily  in  their  just  pretensiun  to  the  Crown 
of  Great  Britain.*'  After  which  uasa  general  dischMige  of  small  arms,  with  loud 
huzzas  from  the  populace.    The  evening  concluded  with  drinking  ol  lo}al  healths. 

1743.  A  letter  in  the  Morning  Post  states  that  the  visitors  at  Chelteaham 
'*  number  about  600  persons,  of  great  fortunes  and  gentility,** 

1744.  In  May,  this  > ear,  wheat  at  Cheltenham  market  was  quoted  **lroia 
^s.  3d.  to  2s.  4d.  per  bushel.*' 

1714.  Aug.  4,  John  Westley  visited  Cheltenham  and  "addressed  one  of  the 
larjjest  audiences  ever  assembled  there.** 

1744.  Mrs.  Siddons,  then  an  unknown  actress,  performed  in  Cheltenham. 
The  Earl  of  Aylesbury,  who  happened  to  be  preseut,  was  so  struck  with  her 
acting  that  he  invited  her  to  London,  and  thus  opened  the  way  to  fame  aud 
fortune.     (Extracts  from  her  letters  from  Cheltenham      IliNtory,  pp.  134  —  137) 

1745.  In  an  advertisement  of  this  year,  **  The  Crown  Inn"  is  describ«'d  as 
having  stabling  for  "  an  hundred  horses  ;**  a  tew  years  previous  *'  the  S*an**  was 
described  in  a  similar  advertisement  as  hnving  'Stables  for  upwards  of  sixty 
horses,  stalled  and  bailed  i  and  (oach-houses  answerable.** 

1749.  Dr.  Johnson  was  a  visitor,  and  in  snb^equeut  numbers  of  "The 
Kara  bier,**  makes  frequent  mention  of  the  scenery  round  Cheltenham. 

1749  May  17,  Dr.  Jenner  born.  He  practised  as  a  physician  many  years  in 
Cheltenham,  residing  first  in  the  Higii-slreet.  and  alter^vards  at  JNo.  8,  St. 
George's-piace.  He  practised  gratuitons  vaccination  in  the  house  now  known  as 
"Alpha  House,**  Bays  Hill,  and  so  great  was  the  ^^rejudice  then  against  the 
innovation  that  the  house  was  known  among  the  common  people  as  '*  the  pest 
house.'*  Wilderspin,  the  originator  of  Infant  Schools,  resided  in  the  same  house 
for  many  years. 

1754.  The  right  of  the  Incumbent  to  nominate  his  Parish  Clerk  and  Sexton 
admitted  in  vestry. 

1762.  The  Poet  Shenstone  describes  being  present  at  the  annual  presentation 
of  a  new  hat  to  the  "  poor  incumbent.** 

1776,  Sept.  23.  Mrs.  A.  Court  murdered  by  a  dishonest  footman  while  on  a 
yisit  to  Cheltenham.  'Vhe  murderer  was  executed  in  1777>  and  gibbetted  at 
<*  The  Marsh,'*  near  Clarence  Square. 

1778.  Remarkable  snow  storm.  So  deep  was  the  earth  covered  that  the  snow 
imbedded  and  hid  for  three  days  three  waggons  going  from  Tewkesbury  to 
Cheltenham. 

1779.  John  de  la  Bere  purchased  of  the  Earl  of  Essex  all  the  tytbes  whick 
inpported  the  Perpetual  Curacy  of  Cheltenham. 
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1779.  April  14.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Skillicome,  a  Qaakeress,  buried  in  the 
Quaker's  jrraTP-vard. 

1780.  S.  Moreao,  E^q.,  elected  first  Master  of  the  Ceremonips.  The  fame  of 
the  Mineral  Waters  having  attracted  a  number  of  visitors,  it  was  found  necessary 
to  elect  an  M.C.  The  choice  was  a  judicious  one,  as  Mr.  Moreau,  both  by  hia 
obliging  manners  and  by  his  pen,  did  much  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  town. 
He  received  King  Oenrge  III.  and  other  distinjfuislied  visitors,  and  edited  a 
Cheltenham  Guide.  Mr.  Moreau  lies  buried  in  the  middle  aisle  of  the  Pariah 
Chur.h. 

1781.  Bays  Hill  House,  built  by  Willisra  Shillicorne,  Esq.,  the  residence  of 
King  Georjje  III.  during  his  stay  in  Cheltenham. 

1781.  First  Cheltenham  Guide  published  in  London 

1783  The  only  public  conveyances  in  the  town  were  two  sedan  chairs.  The 
''first  fiy'*  was  not  introduced  until  1810;  but  the  luxury  was  a  failure,  and 
brought  its  owner  into  the  Bankruptcy  Court. 

1786.  Birth  of  the  late  Earl  Fitz'iardinge.  He  was  created  Baron  Segrave 
Sept  10th,  1831,  and  shortly  afterwards  advanced  to  an  Earldom.  He  was- 
appointed  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county  December  8th,  1836,  and  died  at 
Berkeley   October  10th,  1857. 

1786.  Com  I'issioners  empowered  to  erect  "120  oil  lamps"  for  lighting  the 
town.  In  1818  gHS  was  introduced  in  the  High  Street ;  but  up  to  1825  it  vas  a 
common  practice  to  carry  lanthoriis  home  from  church  by  parties  who  lived 
"outside  the  High  Street." 

1786.  It  is  stated  under  this  date  that  the  "stipend"  of  the  minister  of 
Cheltenham  was  but  £40 ;  the  value  of  the  ahenated  rectory  lands  was  £600  per 
annum.  Upwards  of  800  acres  uf  commonable  land  have  from  time  to  time 
pa-tstd  into  private  hands. 

1787.  Sunday  school  firxt  hfld  at  the  Parish  Church,  only  six  years  after  the 
first  in  the  kingdom  had  been  instituted  by  Eaikes,  at  Gloucester. 

1788.  Present  Lord  Fitzhardinge  horn. 

1788  July  12th  George  III ,  Queen  Charlotte,  and  the  Royal  Princessea 
visited  Cheltenham.  They  stayed  lill  the  16th  of  August,  occupying  Bayshilt 
House,  to  which  his  Majesty  added  seventeen  rooms  at  his  own  expense 

1788.  The  Morning  Pm^  relates  that  "in  consequenc"  of  the  overflow  of 
Cheltenham,  Tewkesbury  and  Pres'bury  are  crowded  "  The  same  authoriiy  adds 
that  "Ciieltenham  will  be  the  summer  villH^e  of  all  tl  at  is  f.-«shionable — the 
Cheltenham  bonnets,  Cheltenh<4m  buttons,  and  Cheltenham  buckles  being  quite 
the  go — the  fashions  being  completely  t'heltenhamized  throughout  the  kingdom.'* 
Yet  in  1780  the  number  of  visitors  only  amounted  to  360. 

1790.  July  8th.  Entry  in  the  ve4ry  book  of  the  birth  of  a  twentieth  child 
to  William  Fowler  and  Hannah  his  wife. 

1795.  November  llih.  Between  11  and  12  at  night  a  severe  shock  of  an 
earthquake  felt  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood. 

1798.  Sir  William  t ticks  who  resided  on  the  present  site  of  the  Belle  Vue 
Hotel,  formed  and  commanded  tor  several  years  the  Cheltenham  Volunteer 
Infantry.  According  to  a  Parliamentary  return,  the  number  of  eff 'Ctive  Volun- 
teers in  the  town  in  1803  was  240,  a  large  number  for  the  then  populatiim,  and  a 
convincing  proof  of  the  local  patriotic  spirit  then  prevalnt.  Sir  Ellis  Hicks, 
an  ancestor  of  Sir  William,  was  a  great  favourite  of  Edward  III.,  and  being 
appointed  to  accompany  the  Black  Prince  in  his  campaign  in  France,  was  present 
at  the  Battle  bf  Cressy.  where  he  captured  a  French  stan  <ard,  and  was  created 
by  the  King  a  Knight  Banneret  for  his  bravery  with  three  Jleur  delis  for  his 
armorial  bearings. 

1800.    A  post-office  opened  at  127,  High-street.   At  this  time  the  letters  were 
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dHWerfld  by  an  old  woman  who  sometimes  kept  them  imtil  fiie  or  six  days  after 
they  arrived,  saying  "  she  had  sometliing  else  to  do  than  to  t^ke  a  single  letter  to 
the  bottom  of  ihe  High  street."  Many  persons  now  living  recollect  Sally 
Saanders,  or  '*  Old  Sally/*  as  she  was  generally  called,  and  can  recollect  her 
quaint  form  as  she  went  about  with  her  lanthorn  and  basket  of  letters  on  her 
postal  errands. 

IQOl.  Mr.  Henry  Thompson  purchased  for  a  nominal  snm  4)00  acres  of  land 
on  which  now  stand  the  districts  of  Montpellier,Lan8(Jown,  &c. 

1801  In  the  same  year  John  De  la  Bere  purchased  a  farm  of  thirty  acres  of 
Lord  SufTolk  for  £2,800.  The  land  was  afterwards  re-sold  for  £14,00(),  and  ihia 
priperty  was  the  ori^iinal  site  of  Suffolk-lawn,  Suffolk  square,  St.  James's  Chureh». 
St.  J?hilip*s  Church,  &c.,  &o. 


ST.    PHILIP'S  CHURCH. 

1801.  A  woman,  living  in  1860,  leazed  in  the  year  1801  five  bushels  of 
wheat  in  fields  within  a  mile  of  the  Parish  Church.  Her  husband  was  paid  £6 
for  these  five  bushels  of  wheat. 

1803    A  clialybeate  spring  discovered  near  Barret's  mill. 

1&U5.  First  Government  Post-o£Sce  established,  with  one  postman.  In  1863 
there  are  six  clerks,  sixteen  letter  <  arrieis,  and  upwards  of  two  million  letters  are 
delivered  annually  over  a  circumfer^nce  of  sixty  miles. 

1806.  Female  Orphan  Asylum  founded  by  Queen  Charlotte.  [Over-leaf  is  a 
Tie»»  of  the  Building] 

1808.  March  30.  Foundation  stone  laid  of  the  first  modem  market  house, 
in  the  presence  of  the  county  cavalry  and  thousands  of  spectators.  Tlie  site  was 
that  now  kuuwn  as  the  Public  Offices,  the  large  room  above  being  still  occupied 
M  H  Board  room  by  the  Town  Commissioners. 

1809  Four  and  a  half  acres  of  land  in  Cheltenham  sold  for  £4,208.  It  had 
been  bought  a  few  years  previous  for  £400. 

1809.  *  We  were  much  gratified  by  the  serious  and  respectable  behaviour  of 
our  Volunteers,  both  Cavalry  and  Ictantry,  at  Church  on  Sunday.  Those  best 
tOquaintftd  with  human  nature  will  not  feel  less  coi'fidence  in  their  defenders 
from  their  attention  to  these  dniies.'*^  Cheltenham  Chronicle,  June  Ist.  We- 
thus  see  that  the  town  has  always  set  an  example  in  the  formation  of  Volunteer 
Companies,  and  after  the  lapse  of  half  a  century  Cheltenham  again  shows  ita 
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loyalty  by  tbe  creation  of  a  Battalion  nnmbering  upwards  of  400  members,  tn 
order  to  still  further  illustrate  the  spirit  which  animated  the  Volunteers  of  1809, 
we  annex  further  extracts  from  the  (chronicle  of  that  year.  "On  Thunidaj  last 
the  Royal  Cheltenham  Volunteer  Cavalry  and  Infantry  were  inspected  by  Colonel 
Probyn,  and,  aftpr  goin^  throiierh  the  exerci"«e,  the  Colonel  addressed  them  in 
words  of  warm  approbation.  On  Monday  they  were  drawn  out  in  celebration  of 
tbe  King's  birthday  and  fired  several  volleys  on  the  occasion.  The  troop  of 
cavalry  afrerMards  dined  at  the  Cross  Hands,  where,  amongst  other  songs,  an 
admirable  one,  written  by  a  meml)er  of  the  corps,  was  sung  with  great  animation 


FEMALE   OBPHAM   A6TLDM. 

and  effect  by  Mr.  Newman.  The  officers  of  the  infantry  sat  down  to  an  el^ant 
dinner  at  the  Plough  Hotel." — June  8th,  "  On  Tuesday  morning,  the  First  or 
Cheltenham  Troop  of  Ro\al  Gloucestershire  Gentlemen  and  Teomen  Cavalry 
assembled  to  celebrate  their  fuurteenth  anniversary,  and  at  four  o'clock  sat  down 
to  an  excellent  dinner  at  the  Plough  Hotel.  After  dinner  a  very  handsome  silver 
gilt  cup,  of  the  value  of  160  guineas  was  presented  to  Captain  Gray  by  the  noa- 

*  commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  troop.  It  was  presented  by  Mr.  Edward 
HhU,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  corps,  with  an  address  whei'ein  he  observed 
that  *  Fourteen  yeTs  have  elapfed  since  this  corps  was  raised  for  the  defence  of 
our  King  and  country.  As  we  were  ihe  first  corps  in  the  county,  and  among  the 
first  in  the  kingdom,  I  am  proud  to  see  that  we  are  first  in  honour  and  retipeot. 

,  In  fine,  we  flatter  our^^elves  that  by  your  aid  we  have  arrived  at  that  perfection  in 
discipline  winch  wiU  enable  us,  whenever  called  upon  to  meet  the  foe,  to  do  yon 
honour,  our  King  Hud  country  good  service,  and  each  individual  credit.  Yon  will 
fiud,  Sir,  whenever  that  muster  day  shall  arrive,  that  every  member  of  thts  troop 
will  come  forward  with  the  greatest  pleasure  to  stake  his  life  and  to  sacrifioa 
everything  that  is  most  dear  to  man  in  defence  of  our  King  and  country.' "— 
Autiust  17-  From  this  extract  it  would  appear  that  the  first  local  Volunteers 
were  formed  in  the  year  1795,  and  the  spirit  which  they  manifested  appears  to 
have  b.^en  imbibed  by  the  inhiibitants  in  1861,  as  is  evident  by  the  time  which 
the  numerous  Cheltenham  Volunteers  now  devote  to  their  duties,  ihe  fii'd 
modern  Volunteer  Corps  was  formed  in  the  town  in  September,  1859,  nnder  the 
Captaincy  of  B.obert  Dv»  arris  Gibney. 


git  zed  by  Google 


CHBONOLOOICA.L    XYBNT8.  &41 

1809.  M«y  21tt.    Pariah  boandaries  perambalated. 

1810.  July  2.    Chelieoham  and  Leckharapton  Tramway  opeued. 

1809.  October  10.  Alstonn  Mioerul  Spring  first  discovered,  and  a  Pump 
Boom  erected  over  it.  This  Spa  cnti  ued  open  until  1838  on  prtmises  at  the 
rear  of  vphat  is  now  known  as  Alstons  Villa,  and  Jung  and  Schncider*s  Alstuno, 
Spa  Nursery  Gardens.  The  last  lessee  was  Mr.  Cliambers,  of  the  Koyal  Old 
Wells. 

1809.  May  4.  CheUenham  Chronicle  established,  the  first  local  newspaper. 

1809.  October  25.  Grand  Jubilee  in  honour  of  George  III.  attaining  the 
fiftieth  year  of  his  rcit^n.     Fublic  dinner  at  the  Town  Htll. 

1809.  November  21.  Earl  Pitzhardinge  first  hunted  the  Cheltenham  country. 
1309    November.  First  stone  of  Tram-road  to  Gloucester  laid  by  the  Earl  of 

Suffolk.  On  the  4th  June  f«»Ilowing  the  line  was  publicly  opemd.  The  event 
was  celebrated  by  a  public  dinner  at  the  Assembly  Rooms,  at  wiiich  alltheleHding 
gentry  of  the  county  were  present.  It  was  regarded  as  a  mant  important  nuder- 
taking.  for  prior  to  that  time  there  was  no  means  of  »upplviug  an  iiicreaning 
population  with  heavy  commodities.  The  Act  was  an  expensive  one,  and  the 
lUTestment  became  worthless  on  the  establishment  of  Stea<n  RailwHj  communica- 
tion with  Gloucester.  The  old  Tram-road,  after  having  been  u.-ed  for  tifty  yenrs, 
was aboliahed  in  1861^ and  the  mateiials  cumpOi»ing  ii  sold  by  Huction.  "The 
traro-pl^tes,  &c.,  belonginsr  to  the  old  Tram-road  between  Cheltenhann  and 
Gloucester,  were  sold  by  auction  by  Mr.  Snowies,  on  Friday  last.  The  iron 
fetched  a  high  price,  the  cast  plates  Tfalising  as  much  as  584.  per  ton,  and  the 
wrought  over  four  guineas.  Some  gentlemen  from  the  Forest  made  large 
purchases,  one  buying  over  600  tons.  The  total  sum  realised  by  the  sale  was 
£2,703."    {pheltenh'm  Examiner,  April  2*th,  1861.) 

1810.  Organ  in  I'arish  C  urch  erected  by  Hubscriptiou. 

1811.  Enclosure  Act  passed,  by  which  505  houses  in  the  parisk;  ('reeled  on 
eomroun  lands,  and  assessed  at  £2U,042,  are  exempted  from  payment  of  Church  or 
Burinl  Ground  Rates. 

1811.  Site  of  Oid  Alms'  Houses  sold  for  £250,  and  afterwards  re-sold  by  the 
purchaser  tor  £2000. 

1811.  May  26.  Arrival  of  the  Buke  and  Duchess  of  Angauleme,  daughter  and 
ion-in-law  of  the  unfortunate  Louis  XVI.  of  France. 

1811.  *'  A  strawberry  waa  plucked  ttiis  week  in  the  garden  of  Lady  Lindsey, 
in  Cambray,  in  this  town,  which  measured  four  inches  and  five-eights.  {Chil- 
tenham  Chronicle,  July  18  ) 

1811.  June  4.  Tram-road  to  Gloucester  publicly  opened.  Dinner  at  the 
George  Hotel,  L'>rd  Sherburne  in  the  chair. 

1811.  May  8.  Ruffes  Regent  Gardens  opened.  Public  dinner  in  honour  of  the 
event,  Capt.  Gray  in  the  chair.  The  Regent  Garden^  occupied"  the  site  of  the 
present  Regent  Street.  These  Gardens  enjoyed  a  great  amount  of  patrunave  for 
many  years.  The  amusements  were  similar  in  character  to  those  practised  at 
Yauxhall  Gardens,  London,  during  the  same  period 

1811.  General  Lefevre  and  other  Jfrench  oflicers  **  prisoners  of  wair")m 
Chfltenham.  The  Geufral  broke  bis  parole,  and  e^Ciiped  to  France,  his  wife 
accompanying  him  dressed  as  a  page.    (History,  p. 329.) 

1812.  Pate*8  Alms  House,  adjoining  the  Royal  Hotel,  taken  down,  and  the 
present  building  in  Albion -btreet  erected  in  its  stead.  June  4.  The  birfh-day  of 
King  Georite  III.  celebrated.  A  public  breakfast  was  given  in  the  Regent 
Gardens,  Regent-street,  and  a  ball  at  the  Assembly  Rooms,  at  which  500  persons 
were  present.  In  the  afternoon  there  was  a  grand  review  of  the  Royal  Chelt- 
enham Tolunfeera  and  the  Cheltenham  Yeomanry. 

1812.    At  Uie  time  of  the  murder  of  her  hu&band.  the  Right  Hon   Spencer 
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Perciral,  Mn.  Ferci?ai  and  her  orphan  family  occupied  a  cottage  in  Constitntion- 
place,  the  site  of  the  present  Promenade-terrxce. 

1812.  Oliver  Watts,  minister  of  the  first  Wesl'^yan  congregation  here,  used  to 
announce  after  the  benediction,  that  a  supply  of  provisions  had  been  received, 
^*  which  the  Brethren  mig^ht  obiaia  ou  coming  to  128,  High-street.** 

1812.  Sept.  Lord  Byron  spent  some  time  on  a  visit  to  Col.  Berkeley,  and 
was  ipresent  at  the  theatricals,  in  which  the  Colobel,  Mrs.  I^ddons,  Charles 
Kemble,  Mr.  and  Mrs*.  Libtou,  and  Joe  Grimaldi  took  part. 

1813.  April  8.  First  visir  of  Webb,  the  philanthropist.  This  extraordinary 
man  had  an  income  of  £75,000  per  annum,  and  spent  his  time  in  travelling  from 
plnce  to  place  anddistri  uting  large  sum^  among  the  poor.  In  his  tour  he  visifed 
Cheltenham  on  three  occasions  during  the  above  and  foliowint?  y^nr,  which  are 
all  recorded  in  the  Cheltenham  Chronicle.  At  his  last  vi«it  he  became  acquainted 
with  Miles  Watkius,  a  local  eccentric,  and  adopted  him  as  his  Secretary.  On  the 
first  visit  he  gave  £40^)  in  one  day,  and  £200  on  tlie  fuliowiii);  day,  and  left  behi  id 
him  £60  for  distribution,  lie  gave  one  thousand  guineas  for  apprenticing  boys 
at  Gloucester,  and  spent  for  the  i«ame  object  nearly  as  much  in  this  town.  For 
thirteen  of  the  boys,  who  were  apprenticed  to  some  liigher  branches  of  trade,  he 
paid  £440.  His  second  visit  was  made  in  December  followintr,  when  he  pro- 
miscuously dintributed  £1,400.  His  last  visit  was  in  April,  1814,  when  his 
object  was  to  pievail  upon  the  poor  to  marry,  giving  himself  a  dowry  hy  way  of 
inducement.  He  publicly  stood  **  Father  in  Church"  to  an  indigent^bride,  named 
Ann  Claikson,  when,  upon  her  union  with  George  Witts,  he  presented  them  with 
£200  tiis  Secretary  paid  £300  in  one  day  tor  refreshment:*  to  thfe  crowd  that 
assembled  I  He  invited  6U0  of  his  fellow-townsmen  to  the  White  Hart,  and 
besides  the  regalement  which  cost  the  sum  above-mentioned,  he  gave  a*ay  money. 
Mi*e     Watkins,  while  travelling  with  Mr.  Wubb,  assisted  in  the  distribution  of 

«ver  £100,000. 

1813.  September?.  Balloon  ascent,  remarkable  from  the  fact  that  no  gas- 
works then  existed,  nor  until  five  years  afterwards.  Mr.  Sadler,  the  aeronaut, 
employed  artificial  means  for  inflating  his  balloon.  He  tornifd  his  gts  of  ten 
owt.  and  a  halt  of  iron  filings  ami  35  uwt.  of  sulphuric  acid.  Motwithstandin);  the 
quantity  used,  the  gas  formed  was  iusutficient  to  raise  Mr.  Sadler  and  his  balloon. 
Bis  son,  although  only  16  years  old,  supplied  the  lather's  pl^ce  in  the  car, 
ascended  from  the  TramN^ay  Wharf,  and  safely  descended  the  same  night  at 
Chipping  Norton.  The  as  ent  wai  to  have  taken  place  on  the  6th,  but  it  was 
fouud  impossible  to  inflate  the  balloon  on  that  day.  Thousands  had  conae  in  from 
the  country  to  see  the  sight;  and  the  town  wa«  so  full  that  numbers  Mere  unable 
to  obtain  lodgings  and  compelled  to  remain  out  in  tiie  streets  all  night. 

1813.  August  13.    Bath  Eoad  thron^h  Cambray  opened. 

1814.  January  17.  The  mail  arrived  from  liondon,  **  the  first  time  for  the  last 
seven  da)s." 

18l4f.  August  9.  Sarah  Hurophris,  2i felo-de-se^  buned  in  the  dross-road  leading 
to  Swindon,  the  last  instance  of  a  cross-road  burial  in  the  parish.  The  deceased 
destroyed  herself  by  drinking  vitriol.  Tiie  place  of  interment  is  just  beyond  the 
residence  of  the  late  Mr.  Maule,  road-surveyor,  at  a  cross-road  leading  to 
comnionable  land  called  '*The  Marshes,*^ 

1814.  Sept.  13.  Meeting  at  Town  Hall  to  form  the  first  Auxiliary  Bible 
Society.  Thomas  Bagshot  de  la  Bere,  Esq.,  presided.  The  meeting  was 
addressed  by  eleven  resident  dergvmen  of  the  Fotablished  Chnrcli,  seven 
Dissenting  ministers,  and  by  two  uieinbers  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  one  of 
whom  was  the  celebrated  Dr.  Pope,  Physician  to  George  the  Third.  Upwards  of 
one  hundred  guineas  were  collected. 

1814.  '*  A  parsnip,  measuring  upwardf  of  five  feet,  was  this  week  dag  from  the 
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garden  of  Mr.  Bachelor,  of  the  Greyhound  Inn,  North  Street."    (ChelieKkam 
Chronicle  Dec.  8.) 

1814.  "A  few  days  since  was  plucked  from  a  tree  in  the  garden  of  Mr.  Denney, 
nur8fr>man,  of  this  t4»wn,  a  gooseberry,  called  the  *  Great  Britain/  of  the 
astonishing  sise  of  five  and  a  half  inches  in  circumference.**  {Ohelienhau 
Chronicle.) 

1816.  Visit  to  Cheltenham  of  the  Dnke  of  Wellington.  Colonel  Berkeley 
ivas  deputed  by  a  public  meeting  to  deliver  an  address  of  congratulation  to  the 
gHJlHnt  visitor. 

1816.  Rev.  J.  Simeon  and  five  others  purchased  the  right  of  electing  the 
minister  for  the  sum  of  £3,000. 

1816.  A  small  house  in  High-street,  which  was  let  20  years  back  for  £12  now 
returns  the  annual  rental  of  One  hundrf  d  guineas. 

1816.  Jul)  7.  The  Duke  ot  Wellington  arrived  with  his  Duchess.  Presided 
at  the  formal  opening  of  the  Assemblv  Rooms  and  remained  until  the  31st,  when 
his  Grace  and  family  left  for  l!4irl  BathurHt's  seat,  near  Cirencester.  The  Dnke 
aga>n  visite  *  the 'town  August  16,  1828,  and  remained  for  a  fortnight. 

18l6  July  12th.  Arrival  of  Louis  Puilip,  Duke  of  Orleans,  afterwards  King 
•of  the  French.  Ue  remained  in  Cheltenham  three  months  for  the  benefit  of  the 
waters. 

1816.  First  provident  society  founded.  It  was  in  the  winter  of  this  year,  that 
«  society  W88  formed  f«ir  the  relief  of  the  indigent  poor ;  and  it  was  commenced 
under  favourable  auspices,  a  collection  having  been  made  in  the  Purish  Church, 
amounting  to  the  large  sum  of  £400,  after  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Charles  Jenris. 
This  munificieut  contribution  to  the  cause  of  charity  has  never  been  snrpaKsed, 
we  believe,  on  any  uccasion  in  CheltC'  ham-  It  is  curious  that  the  collection  was 
made  by  a  nnmber  of  ladies,  and  perhaps  this  may  account  for  its  unexampled 
success.  The  collectors  viere  the  Ladies  Castle^tewart,  Charlotte  Stewart, 
Faulkene.r,  Hudson,  Olvi ay, and  GrHut;  tiie  Hon.  Mrs.  Deane,  the  Hon.  Mrs. 
Moore  ;  Mesdaines  Newell,  Thompson,  and  Matthews.  Subsequently  large  con- 
tributions were  handed  in  Irom  other  sources  ;  and  the  society  flourished  and  did 
a  great  amount  of  Koud  tor  a  number  of  years,  until  it  was  merged  in  the  opera- 
tions of  a  number  of  district  relief  societies,  such  as  we  have  them  at 
present . 

18  7.  January  6tli.  First  Nation  '1  School,  on  Dr.  Bell's  plan,  opened  in  the 
Bath-road      It  was  commenced  in  the  Old  Town  Hall,  June  5,  1816,  which  soon 

{iroveo  too  small  lor  the  object ;  this  led  to  the  erertion  of  the  new  building,  the 
bnndation  iiton>  of  which  vtas  lai<l  b>  W.  Prinn,  Esq.,  of  Charlton  Park,  August 
23,  18  6.  The  fiisr  annual  report,  published  in  August,  1817,  gives  the  number 
of  boys  then  in  attendance  at  x94<,  and  the  girU  173.  Ihe  unuual  subscription! 
in  aid  of  the  school  were  £161.,  donations  for  the  year  £130  ;  after  sermon  by 
the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  £105 ;  after  sermon  by  the  Rev.  C.  Jervis  £86.  The 
^suminitlee  of  management  were  enabled  to  pay  that  yenr  £835  on  acconiit  of  land 
and  the  bchool  buildings,  leaving  a  balance  of  £54^  for  future  redaction.    The 

fross  payments  made  during  the  year  were  £1,092.  It  wai«  further  reported  that 
>r.  Bell  h:«d  v tailed  the  school,  and  had  expressed  himself  satisfied  witli  the  pro- 
gress which  hnd  been  made.  That  gentleman  subnequently  took  up  his  residence  ia 
this  towii,  and  died  here  in  1832,  aged  79  At  the  time  we  allude  to  there  was 
no  other  National  school  in  the  town  for  the  children  of  the  poor,  and  no  charge 
whatever  was  made  for  their  instruction;  now  «e  have  day  schools  connected 
with  each  of  our  churches,  besides  two  flourishing  British  Schools,  We^l^aa 
and  lioman  Catholic  Schools,  &c.  Dr.  Bell  resided  at  Lindsey  Cottage .  after- 
ward* the  resiuenue  of  Sir  Richard  Wolseley,  Bart.,  and  since  occupied  by  Dr. 
Comyn.    He  was  deemed  so  great  a  benefketor  ttiat  he  was  bonoared  witli  at 
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public  foneral,  a«d  interred  in  Westminster  Abbey  with  all  tbe  cer«mouM  dae  to 
bis  worth  ou  February  lOtb,  1832. 


WATERLOO     SCHOOL. 

1817.  Freeinasoiis'  Hall,  in  Portland  Street,  erected  at  a  cost  of  £4000.  It  is 
rej>arkable  for  its  arehiteetaral  featsres,  being  desijfned  to  represent  an  ancient 
mansolenm,  as  illnstrnted  hv  cnr  slcetrh      Tt  is  fitted  np  internally  with  great 


MASONIC  HAI/L,  PORTLAND  8TKRET. 

taste, and  contains  a  fine  organ.  The  Hon.  J.  Dutton,  the  eldest  son  of  Lnid 
Sherborne,  Col.  F.  Berkeley,  M.P.,  and  n-auy  of  the  resident  gent^,  belong  to 
the  apcienl  craft.  Early  in  1817,  a  Freemasons' Lodge  whs  opened  in  CheltenhHrn,^ 
Dr.  Boisragon,  Master ;  R.  W.  Coley,  Esq.,  Senior  Warden;  W.  H.  Harris, 
]!>«q..  Secretary  ;  and  R.  Fruen,  £i«q.,  Treasurer.  Since  that  time  the  order  has 
prospered  in  this  locality,  and  in  the  following  year,  the  Masonic  Ball,  Portland. 
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Street,  WM  btiilt,  in  a  -reiy  substantial  manner,  for  the  oi'dinkry  meetings  of  the 
«raft.  The  Dake  of  Beanfort  was  then  the  Provincial  Grand  Master,  and  his 
JUiyal  Highness  the  Bake  of  Sussex  was  Grand  Master  of  England.  In  tb« 
I'feemasont^  Maganne  for  1857  it  is  said  that,  **  Daring  a  brief  sojonm  at  the 
*  Queen  of  Watering  Places,'  an  opportunit/  offered  at  which  we  gladly  availed 
onrselves  for  a  renewal  of  a  visit  to  this  excellent  Lodge.  In  a  former  notice  wo 
have  mentioned  in  terms  of  fttroug  approbation  the  style  and  character  of  the 
bniidings.  fittings,  and  fhmitare,  which  render  the  Masonic  Temple  in  this  place 
«o  admirably  adapted  for  giving  fall  effect  to  our  beautiful  ceremonies." 
:  1818.  Augast  12.  Sherborne  Spa  opened.  The  building,  which  was  after- 
wards called  the  Imperial  Spa,  occupied  the  site  of  the  Qoeen's  Hotel.  It  was 
removed  from  its  original  to  it  present  poution,  at  the  Bays  Hill  entrance  to  the 
Promenade,  where  it  is  now  used  for  commercial  purposes. 

1818.    September  28.    Gas-lights  first  used  in  the  streets. 

1818.  The  Promenade  oommen'jed.  Its  site  now  lined  with  handsome 
buildings  and  ornamented  with  its  beautiful  avenues  of  trees,  was  at  that  time 
ooci^ied  as  a  brick-field,  a  rade  plank  being  over  the  Chelt  for  the  convenience 
of  foot  passengers. 


THE  "promenade"  TBOM  DfPBRlAL  CULCUS. 


It  u  •  •  ^^^je"*®'-  Savings  Bank  established.  From  the  first  report  we  find 
that  the  inhabitants  largely  availed  themselves  of  it  as  a  depository  for  small 
^rSS'  •^'*J^"«  *'*«  yea'  •nding  30th  September,  1819,  the  total  deposits  were 
£6,963,  and  the  depositors  were  315  in  number,  consisting  chiefl>  of  servants, 
Mtifieers,  small  tradesmen,  Beoefit  Societies,  and  Charitable  Institutions.  The 
Bank  has  gone  on  ever  since,  and  has  proved  here,  as  elsewhere,  a  source  of 
much  security  for  small  savings.  *«  The  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Truitees 
and  Managers  of  this  institution  was  held  at  the  Bank  Buildings  on  Friday  last. 
It  appears  that  the  institution  is  now  in  the  44th  year  of  its  existence,  aud  that 
at  the  close  of  its  present  financial  year  there  were  the  names  of  5,833  depositors 
with  open  accoanU  standing  on  the  books,  beinj?  an  increase  of  148  accounts 
4anng  the  year.    The  nett  balance  which,  in  1860,  was  «148,708  Os.  8d.,  in 
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18^1,  ftwoos^d  to  £150^830  is.  Id^,  •hevisfp  nn.  tnerease  m  miti^ 
J^2,1^S  Os.  (d.  The  amoMt  do*  to  deposkon  at  the  end  of  1B61,  wn 
,  ^6150,478  Is.  2d. ;  which,  being  deducted  from  the  balsnce  df  £150,880  U.  Id^ 
as  above  stated,  levFes  a  clear  cash  snrpUu  above  the  liabilities,  of  JB351  10s  11^, 
•in  addition  to  the  Tslue  of  the  Bank  Premises.  Of  the  above  bab^ec, 
'£95&  18s.  2d.  was  in  the  hands  of  the;  Treasaiiers— the  Manaf^eraof  the  Connty 
'Of  Qlo^icester  Bank — and  the  reroainini;  snin  of  £149,876  2s.  lid.  wa»i« vested 
with  the  GovemnTevt;  such  inve^t^)ent  bein^r  duly  certified  l^  a  receifit  nnder 
the  hantis  of  the  National  Debt  Coininissioners.  The  rate  of  intt^rest  given  n 
^Oa..lOd.  per  cent.,  being  the  maximuni^  ^owed  by  the  Act  of  Parliai&ent. 
The  above  facts  are  highly  satisfactory,  and  we  cannot  help  thinking  much  of  tlw 
sarceiv  obtained  hy,  flnd  the  public  confidence  reposed  in^  the  inetitntion,  is  dae 
to  the  indefatigable  laboora  of  Mr.  Rees  Phillips,  who  has  for  so  rt)any  years 
filled  the  office  of  Secretaiy."— '  h^tenham  Examiner^  January  29th,  1882. 

1^19.  ELaces  established  on  Cleeve  Hill.  In  the  previoTis  year  races  were 
held  on  Nottingham  Hill,  which  proving  snccessfal  led  to  their  establishmeat. 
In  1831,  they  were  removed  to  Prestbnry  Park,  where  they  continued  until  18®o, 
when  thfy  were  again  held  on  Cleeve  Hill  until  1842,  when  they  were  dis- 
continued. An  Annual  Steeple  Chase  was  substituted  at  a  public  meeting  held 
at  the  Plough  Hotel,  May  7th,  1844.  In  Augast^  1819,  the  Annual  Races  «  ere 
cemmrncrd  in  Cheltenham,  under  the  distingnished  patroiiagfe  of  their  Royal 
Highnesses  the  Duke  and  I'uchew  of  Gloucester,  and  the  resident  and  visiting 
nobility  »nd  gentry.  His  Royal  Highness  substfribed  one  hundred  guineas  to  the 
fund,  and  several  thousand  pounds  were  collected  for  stakes.  Three  days*  raeing 
was  determined  upon,  and  several  races  each  day.  A  vast  number  of  the  nobility 
and  gentry  attended  ;  and  during  the  race  week  the  town  was  like.a  Continental 
carnival,  owing  to  the  crowds  and  gaiety  which  prevailed.  A  ball  given  in  the 
;  Assennbly  Rooms  realised  a  profit  of  £120  to  the  Kjape  Fund.  The  Cheltenham 
Races  have  now  attained  a  high  degree  of  celebrity,  and  attract  a  large  number 
,  of  visitors  annually,  as  may  be  seen  from  this  statement  of  the  principal  stakes 
won  at  the  races  held  March  25(h  and  26th,  1853 :— **  Three  of  the  best  prizes 
were  carried  off  by  our  own  townsmen.  The  great  stake  was  won  by  Captain 
Bamett,  of  Bayshill  Lawn,  whose  horse,  *  Sir  Peter  Laurie,'  ridden  by  Holman^ 
ddfeated,  after  a  splendid  race,  the  Irish  crack  *  La  Gazza  Ladra'  and  tour  others. 
*  The  run  home  was  one  of  the  finest  things  of  the  kind  ever  witnessed.  Sir  Peter 
was  very  patiently  and  well  ridden  by  his  trainer^  Mr.  W.  Holman,  who,  on 
returning  to  the  betting  ring,  was  greeted  with  vehement  cheering  by  ttie 
assembled  spectators.  The  value  of  tlie  stake-  to  the  winner  was  £382  1%., 
besides  which,  we  believe,  his  backers  were  large  winners  through  tUeir  b^lig 
books.  The  effect  of  the  Cheltenham  Steeple  Chases  ol  18fiS^  as  etfen«ii^  the 
stability  of  these  annual  gatherings,  has  been,  we  are  informed,  most  encouraging. 
The  sale  of  two  of  the  winners  realised  between  £100  and  £200  over  and  above 
the  enhTed  price*  thus  forming  a  very  fair  nucleus  for  next  year's  fond  ;  and  i^ 
UK  h  c£ji>fidently  expected,  these  chases  should  become  connected  with  the  grand 
military  events  whjch  annually  take  place  at  Warwick,  they  will  in  future  rank 
aecioad'to  none  in  the  kingdom." — Ckelfenhnm  Examin^-  At  th«  Races  held  <« 
April  5Th  and  6th,  1853j  the  value  of  the  Grand  Annual.  Stakes  waa  announced 
ftt  HSOCl  Among  the  owners  of  horses  entered  was  the  M^ranis  of  Waterfort. 
In  1861,  the  Grand  I^ational  Hunt  and  Military  Races  were  held  on  property 
belon^iig  to  the  Earl  Ellenborough.  The ,  sport  lasted  three  daysj  and 
atl  meted  an  immense  assemblage  of  the  moat  wealthy  ^ortsmea  (tf 
England. 

I&2D.  ^^  Henry  Thompson,  Esq^,  to  whom  Cbeltanba«n  is  obliged,  in  a  g^reait 
degree,  for  the  celebrity  of  its  spring,  and  the  most  admired  improTemeote  at 
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that  fashionable  place  of  resort,  died  there  last  week,  at  his  residence,  Hygttft 
HoQse,  in  th  72ad  year  of  hjs  age." — Morning  Past.  November  dth,  1820. 

1821.  Jane  28.  First  spring  Tan  started  from  Cheltenham  tp  Lundoii. 
Prior  to  this  date  there  w«s  no  other  conveyance  of  heavy  ((ood^  except  the  foqr 
wheel  waggon,  which  asnally  occupied  eight  days  in  goioK  and  retarniog. 

1822.  I'rin  ty  >  hurch  (to  acoommodate  900  persons)  and  the  present  Market 
liouiie  and  Arcade  built  in  this  year  under  the  auspices  ot  Lord  Sherborne,  tbl^ 
then  Lord  of  the  Manor. 

1822.  The  Bath  Road  opened  through  Shurdingtoo  and  Painswick. 

1828.  It  is  stated  that  lo  this  year,  so  great  was  the  prosperity  of  the  town 
that  there  were  from  400  to  500  men  employed  in  the  buildiug  trades,  the  con- 
tracts under  hand  for  new  houses  amounliug  to  £4r50,00U.  From  the  arriva!l 
lists  of  that  year,  we  find  that  the  visitors  iuctuded  4  Dukes,  3  Buehesses,  $ 
MHrqnisc!*,  5  Marchionesses,  4  Bishops,  10  Barls,  8  Countesses,  SS  Lords^  70 
Itfidies,  be:iides  a  host  of  Hononrables,  Baronets,  foreigners  of  title,  and  other 
persons  of  distinction. 

1823.  Mty  20.  Pari.^h  boundaries  perambulated.  Prior  to  this  official  act 
DO  survey  of  the  parochial  boundary  had  been  tnken  for  a  quarter  of  a  oentoiy. 
It  occupied  two  days,  and  the  ground  walked  over  exceeded  26  miles. 

1823.  November  8.    **  Cheltenham  Joumar  established. 

1824  Rev.  F.  Close  became  Assistant  Cnmte  at  Trinity  Church.  In  1826, he 
was  appointed  Perpetual  Curate  of  Cheltenham,  an  office  which  he  ftlled  until 
appointed  Dean  of  Carlisle,  in  1856. 

1824.  April  26.    New  peal  of  bells  erected  in  Parish  Church. 

1825.  Horticnitiiial  Society  first  formed.  The  exhibition  of  Flo<«l  and 
Hurtionltwal  specimens,  which  were  on  a  small  scale  for  several  years  after  the 
formation  of  the  society,  took  place  at  the  Imperial  Spa.  The  society  has  now 
become  so  extensive  that  it  is  ena*'led  to  offtr  a  large  amount  for  priK^a.  The 
exhihitioM  are  condactted  on  an  extensive  scale,  and  are  attended  by  maoy  thon- 
sands  of  the  leading  aobdlity  of  the  town  and  county.  The  prizes  are  open  to  all 
competitors,  and  the  exhibition.^,  whieh  take  place  at  tlw  dilferaat  Spaa 
alternately,  are  rendered  the  more  attractive  by  the  attendance  of  a  military  band 
belonging  to  one  of  her  Mijjesiy's  reginentt. 

1825.  May  4.  Foundation  stone  of  Pittville  Panp  Room  laid  with  Maaonic 
honours 

1826.  First  Infant  School  in  the  town  established  by  Mr.  Wildenpin.    It  is  au 
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laterettinfr  (kct  connected  with  the  educational  history  of  the  locality,  that 
Cheltenham  was  the  first  ]^lace  where  the  renowned  founder  of  the  Infant  School 
qrstem  carried  his  ?ieirs  into  practice.  Here  it  was  that  Mr.  Wilderspin  for 
many  years,  hoth  hy  teaching,  lecturinn^,  and  hy  his  published  works,  laboured 
tDOst  inde&tigably  to  awaken  all  classes  to  the  importance  of  educating  the  infant 
mind.  The  first  Infant  School  for  eratnitous  instruction  was  erected  in  St 
James's  Square,  and  opened  July  36th,  1830.  This  school  was  founded  through 
the  instrumentality  of  the  Rev.  F.  Close.  Mr.  Wilderspin  resided  for  many  yean 
at  Alpha  House,  Bays  Hill,  where  Dr.  Jenner  first  carried  ont  his  plan  of 
gratuitous  taccination. 

1826.  Present  Montpellier  Pump  Room  erected.    The  Montpellier  Gardeni 
were  opened  July  28th,  1830. 

1826.  X^QT.  22.    Sir  Walter  Scott  arrived  to  take  a  coarse  of  mineral  waters, 
from  which  he  derived  much  benefit. 

-  1827.  July  81.  Queen  Adelaide  staid  at  the  Clarence  Hotel.  On  her 
departure  4>c  drove  through  the  unfinished  street,  since  known  as  Clarence- 
ftreet 

1827.  Nov.  15.    Ecclesiastical  fees  of  the  parish  settled  by  the  Bishop,  and 
advertised  as  follows : — 

Publication  o^  banns  of  marriage*~minister,  3r.  ;  ckrk,  Is.  6d. 
Marriage  by  banns— minister,  6s. ;  derk,  38. 
Miu-riage  by  license — minister,  10s.  6d. ;  clerk,  6s. 
Churching  of  women — minister.  Is. ;  clerk,  6d. 
Certificates  from  registers— minister,  2s.  6d. ;  clerk,  Is. 
Extracts  from  ditto— minister,  Is. ;  clerk,  6d. 

Funerals  (except  at  three  o'clock  in  winter  and  four, in  summer)  single  grave— 
fBxton,  7s.  6d.  ,,. 

Inhabitant  houieholder — minister,  £1  Is.;  elerk,  Ss.  ;r.'aexton,  lOs.  6d. 
Non^habitant  householder— minister,  €3  3s. ;  clerk,>  iBl.ls. :  sexton,  lOs.  6d 
•Funerals inside  the  church — minister, £10  lOs. ;  clerk,  £2  2s.;  sexton,  £1  la. 
Inhabitant  honacholder— minister,  £10  10s. ;  clerk,  £2  2s. ;  sexton,  £1  Is. 
Yanlts,  ditto— minister,  £52  10s. 

Monuments,  five  superficial  feet  or  under— minister,  £5  6s. 
for  every  additional  superficial  foot— minister,  £1  Is. 
Head  and  foot  stones  in  the  churchyard— minister,  £1  Is. 
Flat  stones  over  graves  or  vaults — minister,  £2  2s. 
Tombs  ditto— minister,  £3  38. 
Bails  round  ditto— minister,  £3  3s. 

The  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  in  the  aforesaid  parish;  county  and  diocese. 
Funeral  fees— minister,  £2  2s. ;  clerk,  lOs.  6d. ;  sexton,  10s.  6d. 
Double  brick  vault  in  the  yard — minister,  £10  lOs. 
Single  ditto    ditto — minister,  £6  6s. 
Monuments,  five  superficial  feet  or  under^— minister,  £5  5i. 
For  every  additional  superficial  foot — minister,  £1  Is. 
Monuments  against  the  walls  outside — minister,  £1 1% 
Be«d  and  foot  stones  in  the  churchyard— minister,  £1  Is. 
Flat  stones  over  graves  or  vaults — minister,  £2  2s, 
Tombii,  ditto— minister,  £3  3s. 
Rails  ^und  ditto^minister,£3  3s. 
For  single  catacomb  in  the  church— minister,  £10 10s. 
The  am>ve  is  a  true  copy  of  the  table  of  fees  deposited  b  the  Ecclesiastieal 
Court. 

F.  Close,  Jnwmheniqf  Chdttnham. 
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1828.    Febraary  21 .    The  paUi'e  clock  at  th«  late  Magistratet  oftoe  erected. 

1830.  Fittville  Famp-room  erected  at  a  coat  of  J|60,000.  Previous  to  iti 
erection  Tisitora  need  to  take  the  waters  at  '*  The  Little  Spa,**  a  bailding  in  the 
Eaat  walk,  on  the  Sonth  side  of  the  lake. 


THX  LITTLB  SPA. 

1880.  Jane  26.  George  IV.  died.  GBtaT  Ilood  in  Chbltbnham.  A 
sreat  storm  and  flood  occurred  this  day,  and  extended  nearly  all  ever  the  coantry. 
The  Cheltenham  Esamin^  of  Angost  1,  1856,  says<-**  Its  effects  wen  Tcry 
similar  to  those  of  the  storm  of  Thursday  last,  except  that,  the  waters  then  swept 
through  fieUU  instead  of  through  Hreeis,  Where  the  Promenade  now  stands  was. 
then  a  piece  of  waste  laud  or.  meadow; 'and  Mr.  John  Ensaell  informs  ns,  he 
remembers  that  year  Mr.  Henney  giving  him  the  use  of  a  slip  of  the  land,  whwe 
the  Literary  Institution  now  stands,  and  which  he  planted  with  potatoes.  .  These 
potatoes  were  just  getting  fit  for  ditrging,  when  alas !  the  storm  of  June  26th- 
swept  over  the  land,  and  the  waters  of  the  Chelt  swept  over  Mr.  Hennas 
meadows  and  carried  the  whole  of  Mr.  Russell's  potatoe  crop,  mould  and  every* 
thing,  along  with  it !  The  waters  on  that  occasion  also  burst  into  irhat  is  now 
Jessop's  Gburdens,  making  a  breach  through  the  very  spot  in  the  embankment, 
where  they  bruke  through  on  Thursday  last  with  such  damaging  effect.  At  a 
former  flood,  about  fifty  years  ago,  the  water  rose  as  high  as  the  pates  of  the 
churchyard ;  but  that  was  before  the  houses  in  the  Old  Cresent  were  built,  and 
when,  of  course,  no  part  of  the  river  was  arched  over,  the  whole  being  an  open 
stream  from  mill  to  mill." 

1830.    Consecration  St.  James's  Church,  Suffolk-sqoaro.    [View:  »f  building, 
see  next  page.]  * 

1830.  October  6.    St  James's  Church  consecrated. 

183a    August  14.    Qneen  Vietoriay  with  her  mother,  the  Duchess  of  Kenty 
drove  through  Cheltenbam. 

1831.  Ourney's  Steam  Carriage  ran  between  Cheltenham  and  Gloucester  oa 
the  turnpike  road  for  several  weeks,  after  which  it  was  discontinued  in  eonse* 

Juence  of  a  portion  of  the  line  of  road  having  been  re-stoned.    To  Sir  pl^acfaHt 
>anoe  we  are  indebted  for  this  flrafc  attempt  at  introdotinf  loeomotives  on  the 
•ommon  highway. 
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1881.    May  9.    Pftrish  bomidariet  peramboUted. 

1881.    Jane  00.    .Paganini't  lint  peHbrniftnee  at  the  Anemblj  Rooms. 

1881.  fieptmber  19.  The  New  Burial  Oroand  and  Chapel  theraon  eoiii»> 
cMted.  The  Chapel,  which  is  in  the  vlaisie  style,  was  built  fmn  designs  hf 
Hessrs.  Paul,  risideat  arehitaeu. 

i  881 .    Septembef  28.    Great  Reform  Dinner  at  the  Asistobly  Booms. 

1881.    Nonimber4.    New  Poiioe  established. 

1888.  May  4.  Cheltenham  Loobtf^Om  esUb^ 
lidied. 

1888.    Lithraiylnstitrntion  formed. 

1888.  fitatne  of  William  IV.  eNolAd  in  Im> 
nerial  Gardens,  to  ee«niei«>rate  the  passing  ol  the 
B^onlBiU. 

1834.  This  year,  in  makitog  tha  sewer,  the 
sndent  *' stepping-stones**  were  diseovered  which 
dfcood  Sh  the  High-street;  also  the  massiTo  oak 
stspp  opposite  the  Plough  and  Crown  Holek. 

1834.    Mechanic's  Institution  formed 

1684.  Ost.  17.  Ear)  Jj^tteaboranghV  Vete  at 
Sndeley  Castle. 

1834.  Cambray  Spa  erects  1^  the  late  Bavnstt  Jbnet,  Esq.,  at  the  junetiioa 
of  Bodhey  TerrSee  a*d  Imperial  Square.  The  Chalybeate  s|priHg>  was  distoreiied 
at  this  spot  in  the  year  1804.  In  1806,  Sir  Francis  Bnrdrtt,  then  ieriMisly  Ifl 
and  drpnvrd  of  tlie  vse  of  hiis  limbs,  was  rrstored  to  esniTsSeseeiiee  In  the  eoorse 
•of  a  few  years,  by  drinkiug  the  waters  of  this  Spa.  [For  view  of  boiltiittg,  aei 
Bdctpage.1 

1884^  Movrmber  4k  Bnfe  PHm  tsSaUisliad  by  the  hUe  SMind^  Chariae 
Harper. 


V>l^t^"Uis  .J^-tK-ff^^^ 
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1635.  Visit  of  H.R.11.  Ihike  of  Cambridge.  ^DuriaJ?  hit  stay  he  called 
upon  J.  Fallon,  Esq.,  the  then  occupier,  to  inspect  the  residence  of  .George  IIL 
mhta  in  Cheltenham— Bayshill  Honse. 


TUB  CAMBRAX  SPA. 

1835.  June  8.  £leeHt>n  of  a  Master  of  the  Ceremonies.  There  were  two 
eandidttet— Oaptain  Kirwan  and  Mr.  Sisaons.  Captain  Kir  wan  was  elected  bjr  t 
majority  of  236  votes.  '« 

1835.  November  10.  The  first  election  for  a  Board  of  Guardians  in  Chalt« 
•ohnm,  noder  the  New  Foor  Law  Act. 

1886.    Literary  loetitation  erected.    The  boildiogwas  desigued  from  the  well 
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k«  wn  ind  admired  Tf  mple  of  Tbesens;  lat  Athene  .  It  MnUiiied  a  fectsra  roon 
sod  nnsemn,  bqt  the  fipavce^  of  the  Assodation  were  always  in  a  deranged  itate 
and  in  186I  the  concern  wai  wound  qp,  and  the  hoiidinf  ofEered  for  lalai^ 
Attempts  were  made  towards  its  purchase  hy  the  ImproTement  Commimoners,  as  a 
Board- room  and  Pnblie-oiBcces,  hut  the  proposition  met  with  so  much  <q»pontioA 
that  the  idea  was  ahandoned.  In  1860  the  hnilding  was  sold  hy  public  anctimB, 
hj  Messrs  Engall  and  Sanders,  and  shortlj  afterwards  it  was  polled  down  and 
two  handsome  shops,  now  known  as  New  Buildings,  erected  m  its  place. 

1886.  March  26.  Board  of  Highways  flrst  constituted.  This  Board  waa 
oomposed  of  twen^  ratepayers,  annnafly  elected  at  a  Yestry  Meeting,  and  waa 
eontinned  until  ldl6,  when  its  illegality  having  heen  discovered.  Mi.  C.  Hale 
was  appointed  Town  Surveyor  in  its  stead.  Prior  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Board,  the  roads  from  time  immemorial  were  repaired  hy  a  Town  Surveyor ;  and 
affc^  its  abolition  the  ancient  custom  was  again  resorted  to,  which  eoDtinoed 
until  the  passing  of  the  New  Improvement  Act  in  1852.  Owing  to  an  omissicn 
in  this  Act,  the  Town  Commiftsioners  had  no  power  to  alter  or  stop  up  a  hig^^ 
way ;  but  the  omission  was  rectified  in  the  ireneral  Highway  Act  of  i86»- 

1837.  January  II.  The  Cheltenham  Stag  Hunt  established  at  a  pnhfie 
meeting,  and  the  Bon.  C.  F.  Berkeley,  M.P.,  elected  the  first  Master  of  the 
Hounds. 

1887.  Fehruary  28.  The  Girls'  Union  School,  St.  GeorgeV  street,  opened 
Iqr  public  meeting. 

1 837.  A  cormorant,  or,  as  it  is  called  by  naturalists  Peiieafms  Carbo,  was  shot 
in  Pittville-street. 

1837.    Clocks  erected  at  the  churches.    "This  derideratum  is,  about  to  he 

supplied  hr  the  liberality  of  Mrs.  H.  Thompson,  the  amiable  and  much  respected 

reuct  of  Henry  Thompson,  £>q.,  a  .gentleman,  to  whose  enterpriting  spirit  the 

asgracdizement  and  prosperity  of  Cheltenham  may  chiefly  be  asenhed.     Mrs. 

lK>mp8pn  has  determined  on  pijeaentiag  a  pnhlic  Clook  lor  each  edifice*  to  St, 

^  ^ohn>  Churoh,^  St.  James's  Church,  and  St.  Pftnf  s  Church,  and  ha«  given  ordera 

]  to  Mr.  t)enne  for  their  construction  and  erection,  on  a  similar  tcale  to  the  Pazisb 

'  Qiurch.''-r»/ci*rfta/. 

1837.  June  24th.  Thursday  being  theday£zed  for  pioelaiming  osar  Most 
gracious  Queen  Victoria  in  Cheltenham,  a  numerous  par^  of  the  Magistratea, 
Gentlemen,  and  Tradesmen  of  the  town,  met  at  the  Assemblv  Rooms,  to  make 
the  preliminary  arraogements,  which  baving  heen  completed  at  8  o'clock,  the 
procession  left  the  Assembly  Booms,  aoeompanied  hv  a  band  of  music  with  flaga 
and  banners,  the  whole  of  the  police  force,  and  parish  constables,  in  the  following 
order: — Mr.  George  Rus»ell,  High  Constable,  with  his  silver  baton  of  ofiiee^ 
H.  N.  Trye,  Esq.,  the  High  Sheriff  of  the  county,  attended  hv  J.  C.  Steaford, 
Esq.,  the  Deputy  Sheriff,  who  was  supported  on  the  right  by  A.  U.  Kirwan,  Esq., 
M.C.,  asd  on  the  left  by  Jas.  Fisher,  Esq.,  High  Bailiff,  the  Coun^  Magirtrates^ 
acting  for  the  division  of  the  county  ;  toe  Bev.  John  Browu,  of  Trinity  Church; 
the  Churchwardens ;  the  Registrar,  and  a  large  body  of  gentlemen  and  tradesmen  ; 
the  procession  halted  at  the  Pohlie  Office,  tl^e  Fleece,  the  White  Hart,  abd  the 
Old  Swan,  and  retnmrd  to  the  Assembly  Booms,  at  each  of  which  places  Mr. 
0.  Bnssell  having  enjoined  silence,  the  proclamation  was  read  by  J.  C.  Strafbrd, 
Esq.,  in  a  firm  and  audible  voice,  amid  the  enthosiastic  cheerings  of  the  popalaee. 
Persons  of  every  shsde  of  political  opinion  appeared  tc  vie  with  each  other  m 
demonstrations  of  loyality  to  the  throne,  and  affectioo  for  the  person  of  their 
"Virgin  Queen." 

1837.    October  10.    First  stone  of  Christ  Church,  Uid  hy  Bev.  F.  Close 
1837.    April  24.    The  great  Nassan  halloon  asoeoded  from  the  Montpellie 
Gardens  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  Green,  who  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Aash    * 
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ffae  American  Hiniiter.  "After  a  voyage  of  three  hours  doriog  whieh  tUy 
travelled    90   milea,  (tnd  pasted  ov^r  Strathfteldsaye,  the  seat  of  the  Dake  of 
'WelliDgtoti,  a  safe  descent  was  effected  40  miles  from  London. 
1838.    July  21.     Qorens  Hotel  opened  lor  visitors. 

1888.  August  8.    Centenaiy  Fete  at  Old  VfTelts. 

1838.  October  S.  Hampton,  the  aeronaut,  ascended  in  a  balloon  from  the 
Montpellier  Gardens,  and  safely  descended  in  a  parachute  on  Hicks's  farm  at 
Hatherley.  ,  The  event  produced  a  great  sensation  at  the  tirof,in  conspqaeuce  of 
thd  recent  death  of  Cocking,  while  attempting  the  same  tattk,  and  the  feat  was 
deemed  so  dangerous  as  to  be  forbidden  by  the  local  Magistracy  Mr.  Hampton, 
however,  attempted  the  task,  and  made  with  safety  one  of  the  most  snccesafnl 
'pAra'chute  descents  in  England. 

1839.  April  22.  Died  at  Cheltenham,  Nathaniel  Thomas  Haynes  Bayly.  A 
tablet  to  his  memory  stands  in  St.  Jameses  Church,  »ith  an  inscription  from  the 
pen  of  Theodore  Hook. 

1889.  May  3.    Destruction  of  Cheltenham  Theatre  by  fire. 

1839,  July  4>.  Sir  Francis  H.  Drake,  Bart.,  died  at  Cheltenham,  where  he 
had  been  many  years  a  resident.  He  was  the  last  male  descendant  of  the  great 
circumnavigator  Sir  Francis  Drake. 

1839.  July  17.  First  number  6f  the  Cheltenham  £w«i««"  published,  llie 
paper  was  started  under  the  anhpicea  of  Earl  Fitzhardinge,  Hon.  Craven  Berkeley, 
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fhe  Magistrates  of  the  Chelter.hRm  Bench,  and  a  large  number  of  gentlemen  and 
;tradesmen,  active  members  of  the  Liberal  party.  Mr.  Fonblanqmi  then  -editor  of 
the  London  Examiner  and  since  made  C  onunissioner  in  Bankroptey,  canto 
•pecially  to  Cheltenham,  on  the  invimtion  of  Earl  Fitzhardinge,  to  advise  as  to 
.tn^  details  of  the. new  pnblicatioB.  Mr  J.  C.  Symons,  afterwards  appointed  one 
,of  H.  M.. Inspectors  of  Sehools,  was  for  some  years  its  editor. 

1839.  Jnly  15.  News  arrived  of  dreadful. riots  in  Birmingham.  The  gat 
-was  put  onty  and  several  shoips,  in  the  principal  thorongh£»ret  fired  by  the 
populace*    :  < 
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1839*  JnW  SO.  Qre^U  oeaieoerj  meetini^  io  commemmoratioii  of  Whitfield 
|ieI4  on  Stincncomb  blU. 

1B39.  Xogast  2.  HeqiTr  Vincent  and  other  Chartiits  tried  «t  Monmoiith  .aod 
•entenced  to  12  rodnCbs  imprisonment. 

1889.  Augusts.  General  Sir  Janei  Stewart,  Bart ,  G.C.^.,  the  "'  father  of 
the  army,"  died  at  his  residence  in  Cheltenham.  He  entered  the  service  March 
17»  i76i>  and  became  Colonel  of  the  2ad  Dragoon  Guards  January  12.  XS1|». 
Sir  James  Stewart  was  alive  in  174i5  when  his  father  was  dispatched  from 
Scotland  by  Prince  Charles  Stuart  to  arrange  with  Louis  XV.  of  JFrance,  for  a 
French  iovasiou  to  overthrow  the  Hanoverian  dynaxty. 

1889.  August  6.  John  Chadbnrn,  £sa.,  of  Gloucester,  mixed  up  i|i  tbie 
matter  of  "  Jemmy  Wood's  **  will,  committed  suicide  by  hanging  himseU  in  his 
coach-house. 

1839.  Ai^ust  ^8.  A  number  of  Chartists  proceeded  in  a  body  to  the  Parish 
Church  during  morning  service  with  a  view  to  intimidate  the  preacher.  There 
was  no  serious  disturbance^  but  the  party  ieft  as  soon  as  the  organ  struck  up  the 
I^ational  Anthem. 

1839.  August.  Public  meetings  on  railway  matters.  The  line  from  CHeltai- 
ham  tu  Swindon  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Henney  and  others,  but  jt  was  carried  hy 
the  inflaeaioerof  the  then  proprietors  of  the  Lansdown  property,  and  called  after 
them  '^  the  Eoy-TbompsoQ**  line. 

1839.    August.    First  day  mail  from  LondoD. 

1839.  August.  County  police  force  introduced  at  Cheltenham.  The  ex- 
pense of  the  Commissioners  police  was  said  to  be  "  25  men,  £1470  14«.  6d.";  of 
the  new  police  "  60  men,  £689  13s.  IdJ*  i  ^i^ng  double  the  torce  and  effecting 
a  savwfgi»  the  town  of  i678l  Is.  5d. 

1839.  August.  A  ** Cheltenham  Improvemeat  Bill**  caused  great  ajgitation 
in  the  town  ;  it  was  lost  on  the  seeond  reading.  The  **  Examiner  **  stated  that 
though  it  passed  only  one  reading,  was  only  one  day  in  comi»itteet  had  only  one 
witness  examined  in  its  favour,  and  only  one  solicitor,  one  agent,  and  one  counsel 
emplqyed,  yet  the  promoters  managed  to  pat  the  town  to  an  expense  of  three 
thousand  pminds. 

1899.  September  9.  Chartist  meeting  at  Cheltenham,  to  hear  John  Frost 
and  Feargus  0*Connor.  About  SjOOO  persons  assembled ;  a  large  namber  of 
special  oonstables  sworn  in. 

1836.  September  7.  Hon.  Craven  Berkeley,  M.P.,  youngest  son  of  the  lata 
Earl  Berkeley,  married  to  the  lion.  Mrs.  Talbot,  widow  of  the  Hon.  George 
Talbot,  brother  to  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury. 

1839.  IJovember.  Kev.  F.  Close  removed  from  Monson  Villa  to  the  Grange, 
the  residence  purchased  and  furnished  for  him  by  his  admirers  in  Cheltenham. 

1839.  I^ovember.  A  carious  announcement  appears  in  a  leadiu^  mtijcle. 
'*19)eK^een,  it  seems,  is  determined  to  mariif  Priuco  Albert;"  together  w^^thc 
following  Wid^  written  on  .^  Prince  of  Wi^*s  joacciage  45  years  previous  ;— 

**  The  Boyal  hkmH  of  a«ii8Stte,ithc  idading^f  the  nation. 
Is  likely  now  to  laat,  at  least,  another  generation.'* 

1840.  January.  Mr.  John  Cooke,  auctioneer,  appointed  assistant  overseer; 
«0it  was  resolved  the  officer  should  follow  no  other  calling,  Mr.  Cooke  deelioeA 
jthe  apjpiointmeiit,and  Mr.  Tbemsa  Boodle  was  elected  in  his  stead. 

1^.  Janaary  14th.  M^jor-Geoeral  Sir  George  Teasdale  died  at  fait  resi- 
dence, Hisrh-street,  from  injuries  leeeived  from  a  fall  from  his  horae.  He  served 
'larty  yiters  ia  the  King's  iDnigoon  Guards. 

1840.  January  14th.  The  Xooambeot  of  Cheltenliam  atated  from  the ^alpit 
that  "  he  wished  the  canon  law  allowed  him  to  refuse  the  sacrament  to  «U  pit- 
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lOM  mwried  at  the  Ep^iftrar*B  office  ;**  so  great  was  tbe  fealing  of  oharehnen  at 

the  time  against  these  iriegular  marriage^  then  just  Ictgalised. 

1840.  Jmianry  11th,  Highway  robbery  and  attempted  marder  at  Fiff's  JSim, 
aman  named  Yaj-vorth  b^ing  shot  by  a  footpid  and  left  for  dead. 

1840.  Janaary  2l8t.  CooseeraUon  of  Cbrist  Church,  then  known  as '*th9 
new  churcli  at  Alstoue." 


OHItlST  CHITBCH. 

1840.  Febmary  10th.  lUuminatiooa  in  Cheltenham  in  honour  of  the 
Queen's  marrtage. 

1840.  febrnary  26th.  Landslip  at  Hewletts,  which  is  thus  recorded  in  the 
CheUmkam  Examiner: — "On  Tuesday  afternoon,  a  considerable  quantity  of 
earth  burst  frum  its  base,  near  Mr.  Agg  s  honse,  Hewlett's  Hill,  in  contequenoe 
it  is  presumed,  of  being  so  thoroughly  saturated  with  water  from  the  continued 
rain.  The  ground  was  observed  to  tremble  and  rise,  and  then  rash  like  an 
avaUnchie  down  the  descent  fur  upwards  of  200  yards,  bearing  with  it  several 
withy  trees,  edging  the  cavity  by  which  the  land  emerged,  which  now  maiutaiu 
an  upright  position  at  a  considerable  distance  from  where  they  were  originally 
situated,  and  destroying  a  hedge  which  formed  the  boundary  of  a  field  OTer 
which  it  passed.  In  its  progrests  it  left  several  apertures,  many  of  which  are  of 
considerable  width  and  depth.  The  course  which  it  took  in  its  descent  appears 
perfectly  level  in  the  centre,  at  the  edges  an  accumolation  of  stones  and  earth 
was  left  during  its  passage,  whilst  the  broken  roots  from  which  thetvees  were 
torn  give  proof  of  the  force  of  its  outbreak.  The  side  of  the  hill  from  whence 
it  came  shows  pUinly  by  its  hollowocss  the  qaaut^y  of  earth  which  has  beea 
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■epai^tecl  from  it.  Thii  oeearreiice  attracted  a  eon8idera1>1e  BQibberof  ipeetaton; 
on  Sunday,  it  is  sopposed  upwards  of  3,000  ▼itited  the  scene.** 
•  1840.  April  7th.  Election  of  Clerk  to  the  Magidtmtes  in  the  room  of  J. 
C.  Straford,  resigned.  The  candidates  were  Mr.  Q.  E.  Williams  and  Mr.  Hubert 
Gjde.  The  magi^trates  divided  14  to  14,  when  the  chairman,  Ber.  W.  Hieb, 
gaye  his  casting  vote  for  Mr.  Williams,  and  thus  secured  that  gentleman's  election. 
The  appointment  was  afterwards  csncelled  by  the  Home  Secretary,  Lord 
Normanby,  on  the  ground  .that  the  Chairman  of  the  Bench  had  no  right  to  a 
double  vote.  A  second  election  took  plac«%  on  the  11th  of  June,  when,  Mr. 
Gvde  haviug  retired  from  the  contest,  Mr.  Williams  was  elected  without  oppo- 
ntioii. 

184(V  April  19.  Appeal  against  a  rate  made  by  the  old  Commissioners.  The  trial 
occupied  three  days  at  the  Gloucester  Sessions,  and  resulted  in  the  quashing  o{ 
the  rate  by  the  magistrates  by  10  votes  against  5.  The  decision  of  the  Justices 
was  afterwards  set  aside  by  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  and  the  rate  confirmed. 

1840.  June  15th.  Meeting  to  address  her  Majesty  on  her  recent  escape  from 
assassination,  by  Edward  Oxford.  The  meeting  did  not  appoint  the  fiev.  F. 
Close  its  chairman,  as  usual  on  such  occasions,  the  rev.  gentleman  having,  tome 
time  previously,  in  commenting  on  the  Queen's  conduct,  in  reference  to  the 

fovemment  scheme  of  education,  said :— **  SoAce  it  to  say,  the  covenant  is 
roken,  the  throne  is  forfeited— >  but  he  would  not  finish  the  sentence  in  these 
degenerate  days."  The  rev.  gentleman  to-day  made  amends  by  indulging  in 
fervid  expressions  of  loyalty  to  the  person  of  our  beloved  Sovereign. 

1840.    June  24th,    Bailway  from  Cheltenham  to  Birmingham  opened /roi^. 

1840.  July  15th.  The  «' Examiner"  says  :— "  ^^  e  are  informed  that  the 
health  of  the  celebrated  novelist,  Sir  E.  Lytton  Bnlwer,  which  has  of  late  been 
in  such  a  precarious  state,  is  materially  improved  since  his  arrival  at  Ch^ten- 
ham.** 

1840.    July  16th.    Accident  to  Sir  William  Enssell,  at  Charlton  Park.    S^'r 
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WUluui^  and  Mr.  Ibbertson,  of  East  Court,  had  monnted  one  of  the  trees  in  the 
park  for  the  purpose  of  shooting  a  deer,  whea  Sir  William,  in  attempting  to 
descend,  fell  a  distance  of  ten  &et,  and,  falling  on  his  head,  sustained  a  8e?ere 
concussion  of  the  brain,  and  was  for  some  time  insensible.  An  express  was 
immediately  sent  olF  to  his  motlter.  Lady  Bn^'sel!,  and  his  sisters,  who  arrived  at 
the  Park,  from  Leamington,  in  the  course  of  the  evening. 

18M.  July  25th.  First  poll  on  the  question  of  Church-rates,  in  accordance 
with  a  resolution  passed  at  a  vestry  meeting.  Annexed  is  a  statement  of  the 
number  of  persons  who  polled  on  this,  and  also  on  subseanent  occasions : — 1840, 
persons  against  the  rate,  4^9;  ditto  for  the  rate,  371. — lo41,  persons  against  the 
rate,  698 ;  ditto  for  the  rate,  541. — 1842,  persons  against  the  rate,  415 ,  ditto  for 
the  rate,  896.— 1843,  persons  affainst  the  rate,  32;  ditto  for  the  rate,  146.— 
1844,  persons  against  the  rate,  207;  ditto  for  the  rate,  281.— 1846,  persons 
against  the  rate,  1050  ;  ditto  for  the  rate,  655.— 1848,  persons  against  the  rate 
712 ;  ditto  for  the  rate,  339. 

1840.  August.  Premises  of  the  County  Bank,  High-street,  enlarged.  21st, 
The  new  Wesleyan  Chapel  in  St.  OeorgA*s>street,  opened  for  public  worship. 

1840.  August.  Mr.  Downing,  of  High-street,  cited  to  appear  before  the 
Ecclesiastical  Court  fur  refusing  to  pay  a  burial  ground  rate. 

1840.  November  4th.  Opening  of  railway  to  Gloucester  (Birmingham  line), 
and  on  November  17th  the  entire  line  was  publicly  opened  from  Gloucester  to 
Bir(ningham. 

1841.  Yery  severe  frost,  causing  great  distress  and  su£fering  among  the  poor* 
Upwards  of  £700  subscribed  in  Cheltenham  for  the  unemployed  poor, 

1841.  Mr.  Close  published  a  letter  recommending  the  enlitrgement  of  the 
Parish  Church,  the  west  end  to  be  thrown  out  fifty  feet  so  as  to  accommodate  an 
additional  900  or  1,000  persons ;  the  chancel  and  transepts  to  be  shut  off  by  a 
screen  across  the  arch  beneath  the  tower,  thus  enabling  all  the  congregation 
to  see  the  minister.  The  expense,  with  certain  exterior  alterations,  he  estimated 
at  £11,000. 

1841.  April  5.  Nine  Cheltenham  tradesmen  tried  at  Gloucester  on  a  charge 
of  alleged  riot  in  some  proceedings  at  the  Commissioners'  meeting.  Two  of 
them — Mr.  Joseph  Bidmead,  plumber,  and  Mr.  Spackman — were  found  guilty, 
and  sentenced  to  a  month's  imprisonment.  The  affair  throughout  created  intense 
excitement.  Mr.  Sergeant  Ludlow  was  counsel  for  the  prosecution,  and  Mc 
Sergeant  lalford  for  the  defendants.  At  the  conclusion  of  their  incarceration, 
the  two  prisoners  were  brought  in  triumph  from  Gloucester,  in  a  carriage  with 
lour  greys,  and  in  the  evening  entertained  at  a  public  dinner  at  the  Lamb  HuteL 

1841.  April  26th.  The  lady  of  the  Hon.  Craven  Berkeley,  M.P.,  died  thia 
day  in  childbed,  at  the  residence  of  her  husband,  9,  Mansfield-street,  London. 

I84i.  October  ^Qth.  New  Union  Workhouse  completed  and  occupied. 
According  to  the  Pb^law  Commissioners'  B^port  the  building  affurdi  accommo- 
dation for  581  inmates. 

1841.  October.  Lord  Ellenborough  at  Southam,  previous  to  starting  for 
India  as  Governor  General. 

1841.  December.    Mr.  John  Nicholson  appointed  Postmaster. 

1842.  January.  "  TheEev.  J.  Browne,  incumbent  of  Trinity  Church,  whoso 
pastoral  duties  have  extended  over  a  period  of  14  years,  has  just  had  a  moat 
gratilying  proof  afforded  him  of  the  love  and  respect  of  his  congregation.  It 
seems  that  Mr.  Browne  has  for  many  years  defrayed  the  expenses  of  the  choir 
(about  £65  per  annnm),  out  of  hia  own  private  purso ;  but  the  burden  now 
proving  too  much  for  his  resources,  a  few  members  of  his  church  met  to  deviso 
means  of  relieving  him  from  an  expense  which  ought  properly  to  devolve  un  the 
congregation  at  large ;  at  this  meeting  it  was  further  suggested  to  present  the 
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rev.  gtDtleman  with  sobm  token  of  the  esteem  of  those  attending  faa  ^inuitrj, 
and  to  well  was  the  hint  followed  ap,  that  within  a  few  days,  and  in  the  roost 


EAST  BATES,  FITTTILLE. 

secret  manner,  wit^iout  any  idea  of  what  was  in  agitation  heing  entertained  by 
the  rev.  gentleman  himself,  a  sum  was  raised  amounting  to  1000  gaineas." 
The  total  amount  snhscrihed — £1,500 — was  inrested  in  a  house  known  as 
••  East  Hayes,"  hnilt  for  and  presented  to  the  Rev.  J.  Browne.—**  Examiner." 

1842.  February.  Charges  against  Mr.  Thomas  Boodle,  the  assistant 
orerseer.  The  Poor-law  Board,  after  a  protracted  enquiry,  exonerated  Mr. 
Boodle  from  all  blame,  except  that  he  had  made  greater    'concpssions**  to  the 

Sarties  concerned,  than  he  was  called  to  make  in  the  strict  discharge  of  his 
nty.     {Examiner,  Feb.  23.) 

1842.  April  22.  The  Post-office  removpd  from  the  shop  now  occopipd  by 
Mr.  Caudle,  butcher,  Clarence-street,  to  the  new  buildings  near  the  Police 
Station. 

1^2.  Fossil  remains  of  an  ichthyosanms  or  fish  lizard  discnyered  by  Pro- 
fessor Bnckman,  in  the  marl  near  the  Defford  Station.  The  head  of  this  extinct 
monster  measored  21  inches.  Total  length  without  the  tail,  7  feet  2  inches ; 
with  the  tail,  12  feet. 

1842.  Mny.  Rev.  A.  Boyd,  after  preaching  at  Christ  Church,  some  weeks 
pro  tempore,  sipnifipd  his  acceptance  of  the  permanent  pastoral  charge  of  the 
congregation.  Mr  Boyd  continued  to  occupy  the  pulpit  of  Christ  Church  uatii 
his  appointment  to  the  incumbency  of  St.  Mary'p,  Faddington 

1842.  May  30.  A  man  named  Frances  fired  a  pistol  at  the  Queen  while  she 
was  passing  Constitution  Hill.  A  public  meeting  was  held  at  Cheltenliam,  June 
6,  to  congratulate  her  Majesty  on  her  providential  escape. 

1842.    June  8.     Permanent  enlargement  of  the  Cheltenham  Exhminer. 

1842.  Public  Charities.— Mrs  Sarah  Bate,  whose  death  we  were  shortly 
since  called  on  to  record,  has  left  several  vahiahfe  legacies  to  charftable  institu- 
tions connected  with  this  borough,  among  which  are  £500  to  the  General 
Hospital  and  Dispensary ;  £500  to  the  National  Schools;  £6()0  to  the  Female 
Orphan  Asylum  ;  and  the  like  sum  to  the  Dispensary  for  diseases  of  women  and 
children  ;  a  society  particularly  directed  to  the  relief  of  lyibg-in  women 
^Examiner,  June  22.) 

1842.    Colonnade  along  the  East  side  of  Clarence-street  pulled  down. 

1842.    June  25.    First  annual  distribution  of  prizeff  at  Cheltenham  Go^f^ 
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Tire  Rev.  If.  G^ose  eongtatoTated  the  meeting  at  iti  unexpected  sncoess,  the  namW 
of  scholars  being  19S.  Twenty  years  later  ^in  1862)  the  namber  of  scholars  had 
increased  to  61^  and  the  prize  list  (which  in  184S  occupied  scarcely  a  quarter  oC 
a  enliinm  in  onr  raper)  extended  ote r  three  or  fonr  colarons^ 

1842.  Jnly  13.  The  bcal  shareholders  in  the  Great  Western  were  gladdened 
hy  the  following annoBneement  : — "  It  is  mmonred  that  the  Great  Western  in- 
tend to  difide  at  the  rHt«  of  9  pet  eenlvftt  the  next  meeting.  We  shall  be  Tery 
glad  to  hear  that  they  ajre  able  to  continue  to  pay  6^*' 

1842..  hihflS  Dnel  at  Osterley  Park  between  the  Hon.  Craven  Berkeley, 
H  P.,  and  Capt,  Boldero,  M.P.  The  duel  arose  onr  of  some  disrespectful  words 
spoken  by  Captain  Boldero  relatiTe  to  the  Queen,  words  which  Mr,  Berkeley 
allied  npoB  him  to  retract.  The  parties  ftrea  twice  without  effect  and  then  left 
the  ffromid. 

184&.    August  15.    Openiog  of  the  great  hotel  at  Swindon  station. 

1842.  August  15.  At  the  assizes  at  Glouoester^  Qeorge  Jacob  Holyoake  was 
fonnd  guilty  of  uttering  blasphemy  at  Cheltenham,  and  George  Adams  of  selling 
blapphemotts  nublications.  Chief  Justice  Tiodid  sentenced  Holyoake  to  six 
months  and  Adams  to  one  months'  Imprisonment  without  hard  labour. 

1842.  November  ].  Extraordiniu?  proceedings  at  the  magistrates  office. 
Lady  Eicketts.  of  The  Elms,  Mr.  J.  C.  Straford«E»q.»  a  highly  repectable  solicitor, 
Mr.  Edward  Cossens,  his  clerk.  Thomas  Wriirht.,  Esq.,  suigeon,  and  others  appre- 
bended  on  a  charge  of  forging  the  will  of  the  hte  Admiral  Ricketts.  The  pro- 
ceedings were  instituted  by  Mr.  Auftustas  Newton,  a  barrister,  and  son  in- law  of 
Lady  Ricketts,  and  created  extraordinary  excitement.  After  Mr.  Newton  had 
occupied  several  davs  in  insinnations  of  forgery,  fraod,  crneity,  and  murder, 
agaiuKt  the  accused,  tho  Mogiatrates  uaanimously  dismissed  the  charge  without 
ealliug  upon  the  prisooers  for  theit  defence ;  there  being,  in  fact,  not  a  tittle  of 
evidence  in  support  of  the  accusation. 

1842.  November  11.  Testimonial  ta  J.  C.  Straford,  solicitor,  signed  by 
nearly  every  professional  man  in  the  town,  on  the  late  unfounded  charges  brought 
Against  him  by  Mr.  Augustus  Newton. 

1842.  December  9.  Mr.  Newton  appHed  to  the  Magistratee  for  the  appre* 
hension  of  Messrs.  George  Rowe  and  Geoige  Norman,  proprietors  of  the 
**  l^xaminer,**  on  a  charge  of  criminal  libel  in  certain  comments  on  the  late 
charges  of  lorgery  and  conspiracy.  After  a  very  lively  **  scene "  between  the 
parties,  the  application  was  refnsed.  In  consequence  of  Mr.  Newton  taking  hia 
seat  on  the  bench  and  interfering  with  the  Magistrates,  the  Bench  next  week 
pa8St>d  a  resolution  to  prevent  his  entering  beyond  the  body  of  the  Court. 

1842.  December.  First  through  railway  rome  from  Cheltenham  to  London; 
the  narrow-guage  lines  booking  passengers  by  way  of  Birmingham,  to  save  the 
coach  ride  from  Cheltenham  to  L  irencester,  the  Great  Western  being  only  as  yet 
opened  to  the  latter  town. 

1843.  Impropriate  Rectory, —comprising  the  chaneel  and  seats  therein, — 
purchased  by  Messrs.  Newman  and  Gwinnett.  B«»old  by  them  to  the  trustees  of 
the  living,  in  1861. 

1843  jHUuary.  Plan  for  the  employment  of  the  distressed  poor  suggested 
in  the  "Examiner,"  namely,  to  set  them  at  work  to  lay  down  the  stone  path- 
ways, since  known  as  '* tariff  work'*  The  suggestion  was  adopted,  public 
meetings  held  on  the  17th  and  23rd,  an  influential  committee  appointed,  and 
•nbscriptions  received  in  a  few  days  of  upwards  of  £700. 

184S.  January.  ''Cheltenham  and  Great  Western  Union  Railway,"  from 
Cheltenham  to  Swindon,  incorporated  with  the  main  line  of  the  Great  Western. 

1848.  February  14.  FirsiGrand  Bachelor's  Ball  at  the  Assembly  Roon»— 
600  present.    Among  these  were  the  Hon.  George  Irby,  Yice-Admiml  Sir  Geerge. 
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Dashwood,  Major-Geoeral  Sir  Archibald  Maclaine,  Sir  Qeorge  Pooook,  mad  Sir 
Jacob  Adolphaa.  Among  the  dresses  and  orders  enamepated,  were  "  General 
Maclaine— full  drw  Jiajor-GioerUS  uniform.  Or  Jers— •  The  Bath,*  *  Charles 
III.,*  and  *  St.  Ferdinand*  of  Spain.  Col.  St,  Clair.  C.B.,  K.H.,  K.C.,  St.  B., 
and  K,T.S.,  with  medals  for  action,  4  PoHugue»$  Oenerai  Officer ^  Portogaese 


THE  ASSEMBLY  BOOMS. 

OeneraFs  fall  nniform ;  very  handsome.  Orders  —Star  of  St.  Bento  D.  ItIk,  Com- 
mander of  the  Bath,  Sanover,  Tower  and  Sword,  Cross,  Idi^dals  for  the  Action  of 
Nive.  Lady  Maclaia«9,  an  original  splendid  Greek  costame  of  crimson  velvet, 
embroider<*d  in  gold  and  needl  -^work ;  cap  to  correspond,  tastefnlly  ornamented 
with  dia  nonds,  rabies,  and  emeralds.  Tne  dresi  was  brons^ht  home  by  her  lady- 
ship in  her  travels  throngh  Greece  and  Constantinople,  and  excited  oniverul 
admiration.** 

1843.  February  8.  Attempted  assassination  of  the  Rev.  E.  Bennett,  of 
Evington  Cottage,  Coombe-hill,  by  his  wife  and  step-son.  Mr.  Rennett  was  a 
clergyman  of  independent  fortnne— possetsin?,  it  is  said,  £1800  a-year— and  in 
consequence  of  some  domestic  quarrel,  his  wife*s  son  shot  him  with  a  pistol,  his. 
wife  assisting.  Mother  and  son  were  committed  for  trial.  On  the  trial  at  the 
ensuing  Mssizes,  both  prisoners  were  acquitted. 

18^.  Seizures  for  Cbiirch-ra'es  made  npon  the  property  of  C.  L.  Harford, 
Esq.,  Mrs.  Waterfall,  Mr.  Willett,  Mr  Carver,  and  other  members  of  tbe  Society 
of  Friends. 

1343.  March  9.  The  tenor  bell  in  the  parish  tower  fell  from  the  beam 
during  the  rin^ng  of  the  Thnrsdaj  evening  peal.  The  ringers  beneath 
fortunately  escaped  unhurt. 

1843.  March.  Withdrawal  of  Mr.  Close  from  the  advocacy  of  the  Gospel 
Propagation  Society,  on  the  ground  of  its  supporting  clergymen  tainted  with 
TrHctarian  heresies. 

1843.  March  24th.  Mr.  Bright  and  Colonel  P.  Thompson  lectured  in  Chelt. 
enhamagainstthe  Corn  Laws.     Tbe  Anembly  Booms'  Committee  refused  th« 
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use  pf  tlff^t  ^aQdiog,  ^^  thp.  fectgrn  V{^«  dpUy^red  in  the  XJaion  ^phoolropm^  St. 

0eorffe'*-8treet. 

1843.  April  8th.  Bill  of  iodipt^^nt'  prrft rred  Ht  Qbac^tur,  bjr  Mr.  A. 
Newton,  against  Lady  Ricketts,  Mr.  Slmfard,  Dr.  VYright,  Mr.  G.  Backman^  find 
Mr.  Cossens,  for  peijary  aod  conspinicy.  IVenty-ais  witoRssRs  wero  tixdnamej^ 
and  the  grand  jury  came  to  the  aoarnEauu!!  d<-cisioii  tli^L  "  there  wm  tKit  the 
shadotir  of  a  shade  of  evidence  in  support  of  ihs  charge." 

184»3.  April  14.  Trial  at  Gioucefiter^'*  Mewton  uqd  wild  versus  Georffi 
Rowe  and  George  Norman" — for  libel,  arialii;^  out  of  th*^:  great  liic^kettn*  will 
case.  Mr.  Sergeant  Tdfourd  was  fcir  tlie  pkioliffji,  and  Mr.  Al.  i^tiJi^r  for  Die 
defend  Ante.    The  jary  (special)  returned  a  vtriiki  for  i\iv  (kfenilaritd.. 

184?3.  May.  Appeal  by  Mr.  Cluse  aynifist  ibe  Gnal  WeitfrrD  Railwiiy 
ranning  Sunday  trains  into  their  propj^ed  siuttuii  Jil  J&i^cjp'a  l!larJeii»^ 

1843.  May  8.  Remarkable  lasa-.  uaturs  in  tJiEs  iQ^ttancf?  of  a  G4f  bc^ra  at 
Mr  lloghes's,  New-street,  having  eight  k^s,  four  eur^j  twu  Uib,  with  ouly  o&e 
head,  all  perfectly  formed. 

1843.  June  9th  More  charges  of  forgery  agaioat  Lady  Ricketts.  Her 
ladyship  being  in  London  was  arrested  through  the  iantrumentality  of  her  son- 
in-law,  Mr,  Newton,  and  hroaght  up  in  custody  before  Sir  James  Duke  ai^d 
Alderman  Musgrave,  at  the  Guildhall,  'the  Bench  unanimously  dismissed  the 
charge  and  expressed  a  feeling  of  ''deep  regret"  that  suph  a  charge  should  hav^ 
been  made. 

1843.  June  16.  Bill  of  indictment  preferred  by  Mr.  Newton  against  Sir 
Cornwa,llis  Ricketts  and  Lady  Ricketts  for  forgery.  The  grand  jury  at  once 
ignored  the  bill. 

1843.    June  22.    Second  annual  distribution  of  prizes  to  the  pupils  of  Cjiel- 
tenham  College.    The  new  building,  Bath-road,  was  opened  ou  the  occa-^ion,  and 
it  was  mentioned  as  a  subject  of  congratulation  that  there  were  250  pupils  auder  ^ 
tuition. 

1843.  June  23.  A  whirlwind  passed  over  the  Bath-road  at  2  p.m.,  and 
carried  off  about  a  ton  of  new  mowd  hay,  some  of  which  fell  on  the  summit  of 
Leckharapton-hill,  and  some  at  Andoversford. 

1843.  August  4.  Two  Jewish  converts  admitted  into  commnnion  with  the 
Church  of  %nRlan4  at  the  Parish  Church.  The  ceremony  of  admission  was  con- 
ducted by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sandber^,  himself  a  convert  froip  Judaism  and  baptised 
at  the  same  font  a  few  weeks  previously. 

1843.    August  16.    Death  of  the  Dowager  Lady  £lIenborongh. 

1843.  Sale  of  the  Lamb  Hotel  by  Mr.  John  Cooke.  The  price  was  itated  at 
*5,560. 

1843.  Mr.  Augustiis  Nei^ton  a  prisoner  in  Gloucester  gaol  nnder  the  insoU 
Tent  act. 

1843.  August.  New  thop^  at  the  entrtmee  of  the  Montpellicr  Walk  Ofreaed 
f<»r  busin^.sA.  Pr^vioubly  thii^  i^tiLk  wai  i haded  ou  both  titles  bj  tm^'t,  &a  m  to 
ensure  tlsc  utmost  pnyticy  to  promenMtern.  Tits  fdr-fiiiifed  '*  lUj^Ieal  proro&rifldi-i  " 
wtrti  lield  there  during  ilifi  autumn  roooths^  and  with  tlinllimoinitiunR,  the  rowi 
of  ^as  lamps  Dp  each  side,  aod  the  guy  tlirougof  pixnaeaaiiers^  il  pretiuuted  a  scEbe 
of  httrucLioU;,  auch  b.^  has  never  im^ie  b^u  witnesapd  in  Cltelteiiha^m.  [  the  view 
Dnnt-xt  paiEe  is  a  sketch  of  thu  rur-fanied  Mnotpellicr  Arenue  st  thi^  [ji'riud,] 

1643.  Scptcnibei'.  Tlie  Rev.  Mr.  EajjnDud^  Yicar  of  Swindon,  publi^had  a 
Btattjueot  in  tlifc  '*  Exiiniiicr*'  gifiuj;  the  number  of  miles  wiilkf'd  by  Airs.  Webb, 
a  poor  w^m^Q  of  Boddingtoo,  in  seaTcU  of  a  Uuioti  docUir  to  attend  lier  #ick 
bostjand  :— To  Tewkesburj  mwi  back,  IS  mllea  ;  i^  Swindon  nad  €hfIteoharo,  8 
milPB  I  ditto,  ditto,  8  miles ;  to  are  EclicviiJi^  Officer  of  BoddingtoD,  3  milai;ii> 
Swiadoii  aud  CbeltfiDhnia  (twice  more)  16  mht ;  total,  46  mile*. 
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1848.  Septf mber.  Houn^oy,  the  pedestrian,  performed  the  feat  of  waltnag 
60  miles  a  day  for  six  saccessive  days.  He  started  from  the  York  Hotel,  Higf 
^Street,  and  walked  to  a  mile  past  I^orthleach  and  back  twice  each  day. 

1843.  September  19.  The  obelisk 
which  was  erected  in  the  .g^ardens 
of  Wellington  Mansion,  to  comme- 
morate the  visit  of  the  Duke  of 
Wellin^on  to  Cheltenham,  was  sold 
by  pnbHc  auction  for  sixteen  guineas. 

1843.    October  4.    Discovery  of 
a  chest  in  the  Parish  Chnrch  of  the     * 
date  of  Elisabeth,    and  filled  with    I 
ancient  Parish  docnnrents. 

184S.  November.  Yarions  relics 
of  the  battles  between  the  partizans 
of  Oliver  Cromwell  and  Charles  1st, 
found  in  Jessop's  Gardens. 

1843.  November  1.  Print  of 
Gloucester  Cathedral,  being  the  first 
of  a  series  of  **  Illustrations  of 
Gloncestershire*'  presented  to  the 
Bubncribers  of  the  ''Examiner." 

1843.  November  8.  Foundation 
stone  of  Salem  Chapel  laid  by  the 
Bev.  W.  G.  Lewis. 

1843.  November  30.  Fire  at  a 
farm  honse  at  Willesley,  Broadway. 
Mrs.  Rimel  and  six  of  her  children 
perished  in  the  flames.  A  public 
subscription  was  raised  in  Cheltenham 
for  the  survivors  of  the  family. 
^  1 844.   January  4.  George  Wilson, 


MOMTPBLUBB  WALK  IX  1843. 


William  Holtham,  and  others,  bailiff's,  were  indicted  at  the  Sessions  for  Assault 
and  forcible  entry  in  levying  a  distress  warrant  on  the  premises  of  Mr. 
Augustus  Newton      The  trial  resulted  in  a  verdict  of  acquittal. 

1844.  April  5.  Opening  of  tlie  new  Unitarian  Chapel,  Bayshill,  for  public 
worship. 

1844.  April.  Bow  of  houses  "at  the  top  of  the  Old  Well  Walk  finished; 
Where  the  street  now  runs  was  formerly  a  narrow  footpath  leading  to  Grove 
Cottage,  the  Tesidenoe  for  many  years  of  Sir  Charles  Morgan,  and  the  front  of 
which  looked  down  the  Old  Wells  avenue. 

1844.  Aoril  7.  Being  Easter  Sunday,  no  less  than  633  communicants 
partook  of  tne  sacrament  at  the  Parish  Church. 

1844.  April  4.  A  son  of  Lady  Bussell,  of  Montpellier  Honse,  shot  by  the 
accidental  discharge  of  a  fowling  piece  at  Charlton  Park  The  bone  of  the  leg 
was  so  much  shattered  as  to  render  amputation  of  the  limb  absolutely  necessary 
to  save  the  patient's  life. 

1844.  April  20.  Mrs.  Newton  having  been  arrested  by  the  defendants  in  the 
late  action  lor  libel  for  the  costs,  the  Judges— Tindal,  Coteman,  Erskine,  and 
Cresswell—held  that  the  arrest  was  legal.  Mrs.  Newton  was  ultimately 
liberated  on  showinsr  that  her  reversionary  interest  in  certain  property  was  not 
saleable.  Her  husband  had  previously  got  rid  of  his  own  liability  for  these 
«osts  by  passing  through  the  Insolvent  Court. 

1844.    June  6.    Sakm  Chapel  opened  with  sermon  by  Bev.  W.  Jay,  of  Bath. 
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1844.    Jane  16.    Action  by  Mr.  Angastas  Newton  against  the  PropiMtars  of 
the  **  Eiaminer"  tried  at  Westminster  Uall,  June  15th,  17th,  an4  ISth.    Tba 
*'  Examiner*'  of  the  following  Tharaday  gives  the  short- hand  writer^s  notes  of 
the  trial,  extending  over   28    columns,  and  thus    summarizes  the  result:— 
"  Augustus  Nbwtow  oersus  Bowe  and  Noeman.      Action  for  Libel. 
Damages  laid  at  £10.000.     Court  or  Cokmon  Fleas,  Wbstminstek 
BETORB   Lord    Chiep   Justice   Tindal.     Couosel  for  the  Plaintiff.  Mr. 
Cockbum,  Q.C.,  and  Mr.  Petersdorf,  assisted  by  Mr.  Montague  Chambers. 
Attornies,  Messrs.  Badham  and  Houghton.     Counsel  for  the  defendants,  Mr. 
Fitsroy  Kelly,  Q.C.,  Mr.  Alexander,  and  Mr.  Greaves.      Defendants*  Attorney, 
Mr.  James  Boodle,  Cheltenham.     This  action,  after  several  adjournments,  was 
fixed  to  come  off  on  Saturday.  16th ;  and  from  the  number  of  witnesses  expected 
to  be  examined,  and  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  alleged  libels,  the  defendants' 
pleas  of  justification,  and  the  eminence  of  the  counsel  engaged  in  the  case,  much 
interest  was  felt  in  the  result.     The  cause  was  expected  to  laxt  two  days,  but  it 
will  be  seen  from  our  report  of  the  proceedings  that  this  calculation  was  much 
under  the  mark,  nearly  the  whole  ot  the  Saturday  being  taken  up  by  the 
speeches  of  counsel  and  the  examination  of  the  plaintiff's  proof  of  publication  of 
the  libels.    Monday  was  occupied  by  the  witnesses  for  the  defence,  who  comprised 
Mr.  G.  E.  Williams,  Mr.  A.  Harper,  John  Blagdon,  Esq.,  J.P.,  Mr.  SmalirUge, 
flolicitor  of  Gloucester,  Mr.  J.  C.  Straford,  Dr.   Wright,  Lady  Eiekettt*,  Miss 
Lavinia  Ricketts,  and  several  others  ;  their  testimony  was  not  concluded  until 
ten  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning.     At  that  hour  Mr.  Cockbnrn  addressed  the 
Court  in  reply,  his  speech  occupying  two  and  a  half  hours  in  delivery.    The 
learned  Judge  immediately  summed  up,  occupying  one  hour.    The  jury  were  two 
hours  and  a  half  in  deliberation,  and  at  a  quarter  to  5  o'clock  entered  the  Court 
with  their  verdict,  which  was  as  follows :— Upon  the  First  Count,  charging  Mr. 
Newton  with  soliciting  briefs,  as  stated  in  the  letter  signed  '  Fair  Play,'  verdict 
for  the  Plaintiff — Damages,  One  Farthing.     Upon  the  Second  Count,  charging 
the  Plaintiff  with  rnde  behaviour  at  the  Police  Office  •,  with  having  &lsely  and 
maliciously  prosecuted  'Lady  Rickects,  Mr.  Straford,  Dr.    Wright,  and  others, 
without  probable  cause ;  and  with  having  falsely  sworn  to  an  information  against 
them ;  also  with  having  imputed  improper  conduct  to  Lady  Ricketts  and  her 
daughters — Verdict  for  the  Defendants.     Upon  the  Third  Count,  charging  the 
Plaintiff  with,  amongst  other  things,  having  suborned  witnesses  in  support  of  his 
accusation,  verdict  for  the  Plaintiff— Damages,  One  Farthing.    Upon  the  Fourth 
Count,  accusing  the  Plaintiff  of  nnprofessional  conduct,  and  of  misbehaviour  at 
the  Police  Officer-Verdict  for  the  Defendants.     The  result  of  this  verdict  is, 
that  the  whole  costs  of  the  defence,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  portion  of  the 
pleadings,  and  of  two  or  thret)  witnesses,  will  fall  upon  Mr,  Newton,  besides  his 
own  Attorneys'  costs."    [It  was  afterwards  stated  that  the  defendants'  costs  in 
this  extraordinary  trial  amounted  to  upwards  of  £1,100,  not  one  farthing  of 
which  did  they  ever  recover  from  the  plaintiff.     Mr. — now  Sir — Fitz»-oy  Kelly, 
the  leading  counsel  for  the  defendants,  received  about  SUO  guineas  as  fees  and 
retainers  for  his  services.] 

1844.  July  8.  Openmg  of  B^ilway  from  Cheltenham  to  Bristol. 
1844.  Valtie  of  Property  in  Cheltenham.  A  remarkable  instance  of  tha 
progressive  value  ot  property  in  Cheltenham  during  the  last  80  years  has  beec 
brought  under  our  notice  b)  a  correspondent.  In  1766  a  field  of  about  three 
acres  situate  behind  the  Plough  Hotel,  was  sold  for  £190 ;  twenty>one  years 
after,  in  1787.  the  same  field  and  the  Plough  Hotel  sold  for  £1,825  ;  eighteen 
years  later,  in  1805,  the  same  property  was  sold  for  £6,300 ;  eightt- en  years  later 
again,  in  1828,  a  portion  of  the  field  alone  sold  for  £3,650 ;  while  about  the  same 
time  the  Plough  and  the  remainder  of  the  field  sold  for  about  £20,000;  while 
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later  still  ft  small  portion  of  the  field,  about  90  feet  nqnare,  safiieient  to  boilfltwo 
second-rate  houses  on,  hat*  been  sold  for  £450 :  thus  we  see  a  piece  of  laud  whieli 
80  years  agb  sold  for  £tO  an  acre,  fetching  the  enormous  sum  of  £450  for  a 
portion  90  feet  square ;  and  again  property  which  in  1787  sold  for  ;$1,826  sellinf 
ID  1823  for  about  £24,000,  multiplying  its  value  by  thirteen  times  in  the  spMca  of 
86  years.—  •*  Examiner,"  July  1 0. 

1844.  July  23.  Mr.  Augustus  Newtov  tri4>d  for  periury  at  the  Worcester 
Assizes.  The  Judge  directed  a  verdict  bf  acquittal,  remarking  at  the  saiu^  time 
that  it  was  a  very  proper  case  for  enoiiiry. 

1844.  August  16.  Action  by  Mr.  Newton  at  Gloucester  Assizps  against 
Robert  Stay  nor  Holford,  Esq.  (High  Sheriff),  and  bis  officers,  for  fordb'e  en^ 
in  serving  a  writ.  (This  was  tlie  same  charge  as  that  tried  on  the  criminal  side 
last  year.)  The  defendant  paid  408.  into  court,  and  the  Jury  considered  %\iBi  was 
•*  qnite  enough."    Verdict  for  defendants. 

1844<.  October  14.  Lord  Ellen  borough  created  an  Karl  on  his  return  from 
India.  The  noble  ''EarF*  arrived  at  his  seat  at  Southam  on  the  5th  of 
Kovember. 

1844.  October  30.  Miles  Watkins  died,  a  local  eccentric,  denominated 
"  The£ing  of  the  (  heltenham  Royal  Family."  He  was  by  trade  a  shoemaker, 
and  expfrienced  the  vicissitudes  of  fortune  in  a  remarkable  degree,  dying  at  the 
age  ot  73,  in  poverty.  At  the  age  of  7  years,  while  watching  corn  fields  in 
Hale's  Road,  he  discovered  a  quantity  of  old  guineas  in  a  bank,  which  he 
exchanged  lor  his  firht  suit  of  clothes  with  his  mother.  His  next  employment 
was  to  IcHd  a  horse  to  grass  baiting,  to  Maud's  Elm,  in  the  Swindon  Road.  He 
was  one  day  accosted  by  the  Duchess  of  Devonshire,  who  was  so  pleased  with  the 
traditionary  tale  which  the  boy  told  respecting  the  origin  of  the  Elm,  that  she 
placed  him  to  school  for  three  years  at  her  expense,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time, he  was  invited  to  London,  and  spent  a  month  at  Devonsture  House.  He 
was  apprenticed  to  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  and  under  the  patronage  of  the 
Duchess  commenced  business  in  Cheltenham,  when  he  soon  accumulated 
property  Bis  vicissitudes  now  commenced.  He  wasoneyeario  possession  of 
thousands,  and  the  next  in  the  most  abject  poverty,  arising  jointly  from  iutemper^ 
hftbits,  and  from  free  gifts.  In  1814,  he  was  in  prison  for  debt,  and  released 
by  Mr.  James  "Webb,  the  philanthropist.  With  this  gentleman,  who  had 
£75.000  per  annum,  Watkins  travelled  as  secretary  throughout  England,  and 
distributed  to  the  poor  upwards  of  £100,000.  When  on  their  tour,  passing 
through  C  heltenham,  M  iles  Watkins  invited  600  of  his  townsmen  to  the  White 
Hart  Inn,  where  he.  regaled  them,  and  distributed  sums  of  money  ;  the  da^a 
entertainment  costing  upwards  of  £300.  He  agaitt  became  so  poor  as  to  subsist 
upon  fruits  picked  up  in  orchards,  and  to  sleep  in  the  open  air.  He  next  started 
a  business  in  Ixjndou,  became  opnlent,  purchased  houses  in  Cirencester,  and  once 
more  opened  a  shop  in  his  native  town  ;  again,  he  sold  his  property  and  spent  t)te 
whole  in  drink,  and  again  was  reduced  to  want.  In  1839,  he  became  a  pledged 
teetotaller.  On  May  20th,  1840,  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  who  w«s 
staying  at  the  Queen*n  Hotel.  Cheltenham,  sent  for  Watkins,  and  finding  biia 
habits  reformed,  made  him  a  handsome  present. 

1844.  Kovember  20.  MarriHge  of  W.  S.  Bond,  Esq.,  to  Miss  0'( 'alaghan» 
by  special  license,  at  Christ  Ciurch,  the  fiist  instance  of  a  Churcli  of  Englaiid 
marriage  in  any  other  than  tlie  Parish  (  horch.  The  ceremony  waa  performed  by 
the  Right  Hon.  and  Rev.  L<jrd  William  Somerset,  who  afterwards »nt€rtained  the 
wedding  guests  at  his  residence  in  Lanadown  Crescent 

1844.  Decentber  20  Public  meeting  in  Cheltenham  in  favour  of  the 
Gloucester  and  Dean  Forest  Railway.  Mr.  S.  Baker  (the  chairman),  Mf. 
Bowley,  and  Mr.  Whitcombe,  who  attended  on  behalf  of  the  company,  pledged 
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fheroselves  that  if  the  town  would  support  the  line,  hest  Forest  coal  could  be 
^delivered  into  the  cellars  of  the  Cheltenham  consumers  at  from  lOs.  to  12s.  per 
ton.  On  the  faith  of  this  pledge  the  meeting  decided  to  support  the  line,  ?i 
considerable  number  of  shares  were  taken  in  the  town,  and  Messrs.  J.  A. 
Gardner,  Watson,  Skillicorne,  Henney,  and  Gyde  appointed  members  of  the 
Provisional  Committee.  The  line  was  afterwards  leased  to  the  Great  Western.— 
**  Examiner,"  Feb.  25th,  1856. 

1844.  December  25.  Fire  at  Christ  Church,  caused  by  the  igniting  of  some 
feggots  placed  near  a  stove.  Fortunately  it  was  discovered  iu  lime  to  avert 
serious  damage.  The  Athan'isian  Creed  having  been  omitted  in  the  Christmas 
service  at  the  church  on  the  morning  of  the  fire,  a  wag  gave  the  following 
account  of  the  cause  of  the  conflagration  : — 

"  Athanasius  was  angry  at  Christ  Church  they  say, 
IPor  rejecting  his  creed  on  the  last  Christmas  day  j 
And  the  worthy  old  saint  to  give  vent  to  his  ire, 
Determined  on  setting  the  vestry  on  fire !" 
Cheltenham,  January  Ist,  1845. 

1845.  January  1st.  Sir  Jacob  Adotphus,  an  old  and  much  respected  resident,, 
etpired  at  his  residence,  in  Lansdown  Crescent,  this  morning,  after  a  long  and 
tfrying  illness.  Deceased  "  entered  ihe  array  as  a  medical  officer  in  1795,  and 
was  in  active  service  for  thirty-three  years,  twenty-eight  of  which  were  parsed  in 
the  West  Indies,  being  for  ten  years  Chief  of  the  Medical  Department,  in  Jamaica. 
He  served  in  Ireland  throughout  the  rebellion  of  1798;  and  accompanied  the 
Walcheren  expedition,  where  the  service  of  the  medical  officers  was  most 
arduons;  was  appointed  Inspector-General  of  Army  Hospitals  in  1827;  was 
Physician-General  to  the  militin  forces  in  the  island  of  Jamaica,  and  received  the 
honour  of  Knighthood  for  his  long  professional  services.'* 

1845.  February.  Union  of  tlie  "  Bristol  and  Gloucester"  and  **i5frminghaai 
and  Gloucester"  railways,  under  one  compuny. 

1845.  February.  First  Prospectus  issued  of  the  •*  Cheltenham  Oxford  and 
iiondon"  Railway,  through  Northleach,  Burford,  and  Witney,  to  Oxford  and 
Trin?.    Local  Solicitors  — Bubb,  Lingwood  and  Bubb,  and  Williams  and  Griffiths. 

1845.  February.  The  annual  financial  statement  for  1844  issued  by  the  old 
Cotnmissioners  . — Receipts,  £6021  Ss.  8d.  Among  the  items  of  expenditure 
were— gas,  £2021  14s,  Od.;  scavengers,  £883  63.  8d.;  clerk's  salary,  £l30; 
Collect ors*  salary,  £131  78.  lOd. ;  surveyor's  salary,  £100;  and  •*  balance  in 
hand,**  £811  2s.  3d.  This,  we  believe,  was  the  ftrst  financial  statement  pub" 
lisfied  by  the  Board.  The  meetings  of  the  Commissioners  were  held  with  closed 
doors,  hut  application  for  admission  having  been  made  by  Mr.  Harper,  of  the 
"  Free  Press,"  and  Mr.  Norman,  of  the  "  Examiner."  the  Board  as  a  sort  of 
compromise,  allowed  the  reporters  to  inspect  and  take  copies  of  the  minutes,  of 
ptoceedings.  Among  the  Commissioners  who  took  an  active  part  in  the  business 
at  this  time  were— Gen.  Whish,  Col.  Watson,  Major  Douglas,  Capt.  Lloyd,  Capt. 
Iredell,  Dr.  Irving,  and  Messrs.  Bell,  Barton,  Bubb,  Churchill,  Fisher,  Fox, 
Gyde,  Meny,  Peart,  Ridler,  Shedden,  Straford,  Webster,  and  G.  A.  Williams. 

1845.  February  20.  Action  in  the  Common  Pleas  by  Mr.  Newton  against 
Mr.  James  Boodle  and  Messrs.  Rowe  and  Norman  for  the  "  illegal  arrest"  and 
linprisonment  of  Mrs.  Newton,  l^he  damages  were  laid  at  £5000.  Chief 
Justice  Tindal  directed  the  Jury  that  the  defendants  were  guilty  of  the  arrest^ 
but  that  they  were  quite  justified  in  what  they  had  done.    Verdict  accordingly. 

1845.  March  31.  Great  meeting  of  Churchmen  and  Dissenters  at  the  Town 
Hall  to  petition  against  the  Grant  to  Maynooth.  The  proceedings  extended  over 
four  hours. 

1845.    April  22.    Case  decided  in  tlie  Consistory  Court,  Gloucester,  establiaU- 
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ing  a  cliiiin  to  a  pew  in  the  Parish  Chorch,  under  the  faculty  of  17M.  The 
Coort  held  that  the  faculty  could  not  be  impeached,  and  condemned  the  opposite 
party  in  the  costs  of  the  suit. 

1845.  May  2.  Commissioners  order  the  owners  of  houses  in  Clarence  Street 
to  pave  the  foot-path  before  their  premises;  and  also  ordered  the  owners  of 
pieces  of  void  ground  in  that  street  to  erect  fences  in  front  of  such  ground. 

1846.  May.  "Tiff's  Elm,"  a  tree  of  mignstic  height  in  the  Tewkesbury 
Eoad,  and  a  striking  object  for  many  miles  around  the  Ticinity,  cnt  down  by 
order  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Westminster.  Its  demolition  oeeopied 
fourteen  days,  nine  days  in  stocking  it  and  erecting  the  scaffold  around  it,  and  the 
residoe  in  lopping  the  limbs  and  felling  the  trunk,  which  was  between  eight  and 
nine  feet  in  diameter.  Nine  sawyers  were  occupird  in  cutting  it  up.  Notwith- 
•tending  its  great  age,  the  timber  was  found  quite  nerfect. 

1846.  May  13 — 14.  Parish  bonndaries  perambulated.  The  procession  waa 
beaded  by  the  Parochial  authorities  and  a  band  of  music.  At  one  place  a  man 
had  to  go  np  a  ladder  through  a  window  and  oat  at  another  window  in  the  back 
of  the  house,  as  the  **  boundary  "  was  supposed  to  run  thronsrh  the  premises. 
When  the  procession  reached  the  Golden  Valley  the  followers,  2000  in  number, 
were  treated  with  beer  and  cider  ad.  lib.  In  the  course  of  the  proceedings, 
Mr.  J.  Douj^las,  a  retired  tradesman,  who  was  just  recovering  from  a  severe  fit  of 
illness,  was  looking  on  at  the  procession  when  a  fellow  named  Pulham  came 
behind  him  and  pushed  him  into  he  deepest  part  of  the  Chelt.  Such  **  larking^ 
was  often  practised  on  these  occasions ;  indeed,  it  was  considered  allowable,  as  it 
caused  the  parties  subject  to  these  practical  jokes  to  remember  the  **  beating  the 
boundaries,"  if  the  fact  in  after  years  was  ever  called  in  question.  In  the 
present  instance  Pulham's  conduct  led  to  fatal  consequence,  for  the  immersion 
caused  such  a  shock  to  Mr.  Douglas's  system  as  to  hasten  his  death.  The 
Coroner's  Jury  returned  a  verdict  of  manslaughter  against  Pulham ;  but  on  the 
trial  at  the  Assises  in  August  following  he  was  acquitted  through  the  absence  of 
a  medical  witness.  This  was  the  last  occasion  of  beating  the  boundaries  in 
Cheltenham,  the  practice  being  discontinued  in  consequence  of  no  provision  being 
made  for  payment  of  the  expenses  under  the  New  Poor  Law  Act  The  origin  of 
the  practice  is  lost  in  obscurity.  One  of  the  yokels  following  the  procession  on 
this  occasion  is  stated  to  have  given  the  following  explanation  to  a  select  circle 
of  his  fellows : — '*  That  ain't  it  mui\  i  If  they  don't  do  it  every  fourteen  years, 
Ctieltenham  would  be  claimed,  mun,  by  the  Catholics  I"  No  doubt  a  very 
popular  (iolution  of  the  mystery,  as  the  town  was  just  then  in  the  crisis  of  the 
Maynooth  agitation. 

1845.  St.  Peter's  New  Church.  The  subsciiptions  for  the  erection  of  this 
church  now  reach  the  handsome  sum  of  £1564  17s.  6d. ;  but  we  are  requested  to 
inform  the  friends  of  church  accommodation,  that  there  yet  needs  £500  or  £600 
to  make  up  the  sum  required,  and  those  who  are  engaged  in  procuring  subscript 
tions  are  anxious  to  close  the  list  as  early  as  possible. — **  Examiner,"  May  14. 

1845.  June  19th.  fourth  annual  distribution  of  prizes  at  Cheltenham 
College.  It  was  stated  by  the  chairman  that  the  average  number  of  aeholara 
was  274  The  Bev.  W.  DolMon's  name  appears  for  the  first  time  on  this 
occasion. 

1845.  June  26th.  At  a  vestry  meeting  this  day  Mr.  William  Kidler  threw 
out  the  first  hint  for  an  elective  body  of  Commissioners,  to  bring  all  the  bnsineae 
of  the  town  under  one  jurisdiction. 

1846.  June  29th.  Divine  service  first  performed  in  the  schoolroom,  Bath- 
road,  which  had  been  licensed  for  that  purpose  by  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese. 

1845.  July  3.  Severe  hail  storm  in  Cheltenham  and  neighbourhood.  The 
High-street  was  flooded,  and  several  of  the  other  thoroughfares  rendered  for  a 
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timet  ropassable.  tn.  the  oonaervatorieB  o(  Lord  Sadeley,  at  Toddioictoi^  elfht 
thousand  panes  of  glass  were  broken  by  the  hail,  and  at  Unwletts,  Wormington 
Gfaage,  and  other  expqsed  localities,  the  dsmage  was  very  serious. 

1846.  Angnst.  A  man  named  William  Stanbnry  sentenced  to  ten  years* 
transportation  for  robbiog  his  empioyers.  Messrs.  Mvtin  aod  Co.,  jewellers,  of 
this  town.  The  fellow  was  a  leading  "saint'*  among  the  Mormons,  who  were 
then  creating  a  great  stir  in  Cheltenham ;  and  in  his  pocket,  on  being  appre- 
hended, was  found  a  document  of  "  leave  and  license  "  to  live  with  another  man's 
wife.  This  drnsument,  which  was  drawn  up  in  due  legal  form,  was  as  fbUow«  :^ 
**  This  is  to  oertify,  that  I,  James  Vaughan,  and  I,  Amelia  Vaughan,  do  mutually 
and  peaceably  propose,  consent,  and  agree  to  separate,  and  live  apart;  and 
especially  1,  James  Vaughan,  hereby  do  agree  that  Amelia  Vaughan,  my  wife 
may  live  where  the  Hies,  and  with  whom  she  please*t  so  long  a^  she  does  n  )t  coo- 
tract  any  debt,  or  cause  any  debt  to  be  contracted,  or  trouble  James  Vans^han,  h  er 
husband,  or  refuse  to  give  up  her  son  George  when  required  after  two  years  of  age 
and  I,  James  Vanghan,  do  agree  and  consent  that  the  said  Aonelia  Vaughan  s>iall 
be  aefreea*  regards  the  dupoeal  of  her  person  and  prooerty  ^should  she  herearter, 
possess  any)  as  though  she  had  never  been  married;  and,  likewise,  I,  Jiraes 
Vanghan,  will  not  in  any  way  interfere  with  her,  the  said  Amelia  Vanghau,  or 
annoy  her  in  avy  way  whatever^  nor  enter  any  action  or  suit  of  law  against  any 
person  with  whom  she  may  be  residing ^  on  aecovnt  of  her  so  residing  or  living  with 
any  such  person  ;  and  I,  the  said  James  Vaughan,  further  promise  and  agree  not 
to  claim  any  property  she  may  hereinafter  possess,  either  by  gift  or  otherwise, 
80  long  as  she  dues  not  contract  any  debt  I  may  be  liable  for.  I,  William, 
Stanbury,  do  hereby  promise  and  agree  to  become  liable  for  all  debts  the  said 
Amelia  Vaughan  may  hereinafter  contract,  and  pay  the  same,  if  any  be  so  con- 
tracted, so  long  as  this  contract  is  abided  by.  James  Vaughan  and  William 
Stanbury  do  hereby  agree  that  in  case  either  of  them  neglect  or  fail  to  foliil  the 
terms  of  this  agreement,  so  as  to  cause  any  suit  at  law,  so  that  this  agreement 
must  be  taken  into  court  to  prove  the  same,  the  one  that  so  refuses  or  fail-i  to 
fulfil  his  part  of  the  contract,  shall  forf  it  and  pay  to  the  other  .the  sum  of  Ten 
Pounds.  And  I,  James  Vaughaa,  do  promise  and  agree,  on  condition  of  my 
having  the  charge  and  care  of  our  son  Gkorge,  to  allow  his  mother,  Amelia 
Vaughan,  free  access  to  him  at  all  reasonable  and  proper  times,  in  ease  of  illness 
or  otherwise,  nor  shall  he  be  taken  anywhere  in  the  country  to  reside  without  her 
knowledge.    Witness  onr  hands  this  1st  day  of  December,  1842, 

'*  Jambs  Vauohait, 
'*Amklia  Vaughait, 
"  Witnesses.  "  William  Stanburt.  ] 

"Henry  fry, 
<<The  mark  of  +  Caroline  Brown.'* 

184^.  August  27th.  Mtrriage  of  the  Hon.  C.  F.  Berkeley,  M.P.  We 
believe  we  may  confidently  announce  that  our  worthy  and  much  respected  mem- 
ber, the  Hon  Mr.  Uraveo  Berkeley,  will  be  this  day  united  to  Ch^irbtte,  fourth 
daughter  of  the  late  General  Onslow,  of  Stou^hton  House,  Huntingdonshire,  ami 
widow  of  the  late  George  Newton,  Btq.,  of  Croston  Park,  Cambrid^&hire.  We 
understand  that  the  ceremony  will  take  pla  re  at  Cranbury  Park,  near  Wmcliesiter, 
the  seat  of  Thomas  Chamberlavne,  Esq.,  and  that  Lord  and  Lady  Pal  r^erstoa, 
Earl  Fitshardioge.  Lord  Charles  Fitsroy.  Lady  vla'y  Berkeley  the  Ddiu  of 
Winchester  and  Mrs.  Gamier,  Sir  Charles  and  Lady  Burrard,  Mr.  Campbell, 
H.P.  for  Salisbury,  the  Misses  Onslow,  &c.,  &c.,  &o.,  will  be  present  on  the 
interesting  occasion.— "Examiner,"  Aug.  27. 
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•  2846.    iuigDst  28th.    DeiUb  of  General  Sir  WiUum  HntebinBoiij  K.C.H.,  f 
snideDt  in  the  town  for  nukny  yean. 

1846.  September  2nd.  Died  at  bii  retidenoe,  Cambrnj,  in  hi<  84(h  year, 
Fryte  Lockhart  Gordon,  £«q.  Be  was  the  intimate  aseociate  of  tome  of  the 
most  eminent  literarjr  characters  of  the  dsy,  amongst  whom  may  be  named 
Sheridan,  Burdett,  Borne  Tooke,  Dr.  Parr,  Dr. Bui ney,  CampbeU  the  poet.  Prof. 
Porson,  8ir  J.  mackintosh.  Honk  Lewis.  Juhn  and  Charles  Kemble,  Peter 
Pindar  (W«lcolt),  Baonister,  Sir  M.  A.  Shee,  George  Colman,  Sir  T.  Lawrene^ 
Korthcote,  Opie.  Godwin,  Corran,  Perry  ("Morning  Chronicle"),  Lord  Erskiae, 
&c.  Be  »  as  at  Bruwis  at  the  time  of  the  Battle  of  Waterloo,  and  enjoyed  the 
honour  of  acting  as  chaperon  to  Lord  Byron  and  Sir  Walter  Scott,  on  their  Tisit 
to  tl  e  field  of  that  battle.  Be  shortly  after  retoroed  to  England,  and  passed  the 
evening  of  his  days  in  Cheltenham,  eiyoying  the  friendship  of  Lord  Northwick 
Sir  £.  Lytton  Bolwer,  &c.,  to  the  last. 


OID  HOUra,  OPPOSITl  01MB1ULY. 

1846.  November  i7th.  Died  at  his  residence,  Cheltenham,  aged  67,  Admiral 
Sir  Salnsbnry  Davenport,  K.C3.,  K.C.B.  The  deceased  officer,  who  took  tha 
••me  of  Davenport  on  his  marriage  with  a  heiress  of  that  name,  was  the  Captain 
Bumphreys  who.  On  the  22nd  Jane,  1807,  when  in  command  of  the  Leopard  tftf 
gan  frigate,  captured  the  American  frigate  Che^apfake  on  the  Bali  tax  station 
The  MCtldri  took  place  under  written  instructions  from  tj;ie  late  Admiral  Sir  Georgo 
Berkeley,  orderiilg  the  Leopard  to  search  any  American  vessels  he  might  fall  in 
with,  for  deserters  from  the  English  navy.    He  demanded  to  search  the  Chesa- 

feake,  which  her  captain  refused  to  permit ;  he  thereupon  engaged  the  Attierican, 
illing  sii  and  wounding  twenty-two  of  her  cre#.  After  the  Chesapeake  had 
struck  her  colours  five  British  seamen  were  found  aboard. of  her,  and  on  their 
b^ing  brought  to  trial  as  deserters  one  iru  hung,  and  the  others  sentenced  to  five 
hundred  lasnes  each. 

1846.  November.  Great  railway  agitation  in  CheltenhaAi.  the  GreK 
Western  line  to  Oxfbtd,  by  Shipton-hnder-Wychwood,  making  the  distance  to 
London  106  miles,  was  nroUgly  opposed  on  account  of  its  passibg  through  tfi4 
Pittvilie  side  of  the  town  in  a  cutting.  The  *  Cheltenham,  Oxford  atad  Lbnd^M 
lihe,**  ^oing  ditect  to  Didcot,  bi-onght  the  distance  to  97  tnilels.  Iti  th«f  coufstiolr 
ttie  controversy  which  ensued,  ah  influential  committee  Wds  appoitat^  at  a  v^ 
iai^ge  public  meeting,  the  R^v.  Francis  Close  Being  chairman,  to  Watch  6k'ef'  tm 
itaterests  of  the  town.  According  to  n  statement  laid  before  the  Cibmmittee  tito 
line  presented  the  folbwing  feature*  in  its  pas^^  through  the  to^h ;  it  paiMfl 
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Witliin  eighty  yards  of  Sti  SoWs  Clmfdi,  thirty  yards  of  Tf  iiriiy  Chtirch,  twenty 
yards  of  Lady  Htintingdoti's  Chapel,  fifty  yards  ol  Wesley  Ciapel,  forty  yards  of 
the  Getteral  Uosbita)  (now  the  Female  Traiuing  College),  and  ten  yards  of  King- 
att^et  Chitpel.  It  raised  the  levels  of  the  roadways  .  Gottham-lane  (HaleVroad), 
t*enty-two  feel ;  Hewlett-dtreet,  three-and-a-half  feet ;  Winchcomb-stieet,  two 
feet;  flenrietta  street,  eight  feet ;  High -street,  two  feet ;  and  New-street,  eight 
Ifcet.  The  town  committee  made  its  report  to  a  large  meeting  held  at  the  Td#a 
fiall,  on  the  29th  Decerbber,  When  it  was  decided  a*>am8t  this  mode  of  approach, 
and  it  was  further  resolved  that  the  mode  of  approach  of  the  "Cheltenham 
Oxford  and  LOAdon  "  or  Didcol  line,  which  had  its  terininus  in  the  High-street 
lifear  the  site  6f  the  old  theatre,  would  not  injore  the  tov*n.  The  PilttiUe  ronte^ 
though  opposed  generally  by  the  town,  was  supported  by  mauy  names  of  local 
ififinence.  The  Hen.  C.  F.  Berkeley  was  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
aAd  the  solicitors  were  Mesdrs.  fiubb.  Lingwood  a&d  Bubb,  and  Messrs.  Williami 
And  GHffiths.  On  the  line  going  befoi'e  Parliament  the  town  committee  raised  & 
tVMd.  or  £1,000  to  oppose  it,  and  Mr.  James  Boodle  was  appointed  to  conduct  the 
6][}po8itiofl.  The  question  was,  however,  Uot  tried  oat  on  its  merits,  as  the  bitt 
Was  tiirowb  oat  in  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  some  question  of 
(he  estimates.  These  facts  are  intei^esting  at  the  present  time,  as  bearing  on  the 
railway  controversy  of  1863,  and  which  is— as  far  as  the  best  mode  of  passing 
ih^untirh  tlie  toWn  is  i'oncei'Ded — still  undecided. 

1S46.  February  5.  Return  made  to  a  vestry  meeting  this  day  that  tha 
^itentbfthe  parish  wa$  3,219  acres,  3  rouds  and  5  poles;  the  gross  estilnat(>d 
jiental,  £211,i34<  Ss.  Id.;  rateable  valhe  fdr  assessment  to  the  county  rate, 
£177*99,  Void  ttnd  poor,  26,000.  The  vestry  passed  a  resolution  to  the  effect 
thfat  %\\b  Valbation  was  "  considerably  tob  high,"  and  that  house  property  waa 
Tcry  considerably  reduced  in  value, 

I&J56.  Februiiry  23.  News  arrived  in  CheHenham  of  the  battle  of  Moodkee, 
between  20,000  British  and  60,000  Sikhs.  The  British,  though  victorious, lost  1*1 
Afiicers  and  3,084  men  in  kilted  tthd  wounded.  Many  of  the  officers  being  former 
residents  in  Cheltenham,  the  afair  caused  great  consternation  General  Shr 
Robert  Sale,  Who  was  killed,  resided  here  before  going  to  India,  and  Lady  Sale 
(sitaoe  her  captivity  in  Cabul)  had  been  a  resident  in  the  town,  and  was  here  whett 
the  news  arrived  of  her  hnsbanci's  death.  Mnjbr  F.  Somerset,  son  of  Lord  and 
Lady  Fitzroy  Somerset,  was  also  among  the  killed.    Major  Somerset  had  acooni-i' 

Jianied  Lord  Ellenborough  to  India,  and  behaved  with  great  gallantry  during  tht 
ikh  campaign. 

1846.  March  6.  Bied,  in  his  66th  |)eftr,  the  ReV.  J.  Birown,  for  33  year* 
minister  of  Cheltenham  Cha)}el. 

1846.  March  24.  News  lirrived  of  the  battle  of  Aliwal,  when  12,000  British 
tiiobps,  under  Sil*  Harry  Smith,  defeated  the  ^ikhs,  24,000  strong,  and  captured 
66  guns.  Our  loss  was  600  in  killed  and  wounded.  Among  the  Clrelteuiiaift 
OfBcets  Who  fell  in  this  engagement  were  Lieutenant  Smallpage  and  Captain 
KnowlcM,  nephew  of  Colonel  Austin,  of  Lansdown-place.  Adjutant  VVacb, 
severely  wounded,  was  son  of  General  Sir  Charles  Waae,  K.C.B.,  for  many  yeart 
k  t«ljident  here.  At  the  anntt&l  meeting  of  the  Naval  and  Military  Bibis 
Society,  a  few  days  after  the  news  of  theSe  losses  arrived,  the  Eev.  ¥,  CloM 
dbserved  tiiat,  from  personal  knowledge  he  could  say  that  there  were  more  than 
tWeuty-sii  officers  of  the  &rmy  aiid  navy  in  the  room,  and  that  was  a  pretty  ^ood 
represeotatiiah  of  the  officers  in  Cheltenham.  For  his  part  he  never  wished  t4 
iete  artillery  eibpleyed  in  any  other  Way  than  in  firiAg  ksalutes^  and  he  regretted 
exceedingly  that  his  own  childern  seemed  to  have  caoght  some  of  tlte  same  fire  lU 
MAfHehdbntheleft  (the  ^v.  F.  Kohertson).  Me  should  have  been  mich 
letter  pl<iated,  Ikid  it  b«en  the  will  of  God  to  direct  them  iutb  his  owik  pmfesaida) 
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bat,  (eontiaued  the  rererend  gentleman,)  "  I  do  say  m  a  Christian  minister,  I  do 
flrmly  believe  in  the  lawfulness  of  war  under  the  present  oircnmstanee  of  the 
world,  and  nnderthe  restrictions  and  influences  of  Christianity  ;  and  I  do  think 
thst  those  who  owe  their  independence,  their  property,  their  easy  arm  ehair,  and 
idl  the  blessings  of  home  to  the  gallantry— nnder  Qod — to  the  gallantry  and 
devotion  of  firitith  seamen  and  soldiers,  ought  not  to  prattle  so  much  about  the 
inlawfulue^s  ofwar,  for  hadit  not  been  for  men  of  other  diterminatioos  and 
dispositions,  they  would  have  been  in  a  very  different  position  themselves.  It  does 
appear  to  me  to  be  an  unanswerable  argnment  on  the  sufaject,  that  yon  read, 
throughout  the  New  Testament,  of  numerons  conversions  in  tlie  army  both  bj 
the  preaching  of  John  the  Baptist,  onr  Lord  himself,  and  His  Apostles  ;  and 
jon  cannot  find  a  shred  of  evidence  that  any  one  of  them  ever  said  to  the  convert 
*yon  most  leave  your  warlike  profession.*  On  the  contrary,  vou  find  them  as 
Christians  all  honouring  God  in  that  profession,  and  consequently  the  New  Testa- 
ment gives  us  no  authority  for  saying  that  the  profession  of  arms  is  nnlawfnU  I 
believe,  then,  that  it  is  lawful  for  a  man  to  engage  in  warfare  for  the  defence  of 
his  country,  his  religion,  and  his  fireside,  and  that  God  will  bless  him  in  that 
profession  as  in  any  other.  I  know  that  it  is  the  very  genius  of  Christianity  to 
oestioy  war,  and  if  we  could  only  infuse  into  nations,  the  same  feelings  as  now 
«Li»t  in  individuals,  then  there  would  be  as  few  duels  amongst  nations  as  there 
are  now  between  individuals  But  yon  must  agree  that  that  period  has  not  yet 
arrived,  and  in  the  meantime,  it  is  your  duty  and  mine  to  mitigate  the  horrors  of 
war,  to  soften  its  sorrows,  and  to  heal  its  wounds  ;  and  how  can  we  do  this  more 
effectually  than  by  ponring  into  it  the  balm  and  consolation  of  the  gospel  of 
Chiist,  and  giving  eveiy  soldier  and  beaman  that  word  in  his  knapsack  or  ham* 
Block,  which  shaU  be  his  comfort  in  the  desert,  and  the  dark,  and  the  dying  honr.** 
—"Examiner,  April  1. 

1846.  June  6.  Town  Commissioners  order  a  new  rate  of  five  pence  in  the 
pound. 

1846.  June  18.  Pifth  annual  distribution  of  prizes  at  Cheltenham  College 
The  number  of  pupils  had  now  risen  to  306. 

1846.  Mr.  C.  a.  Hale  appointed  surveyor  of  highways  by  the  magistrates 
There  had  been  a  dispute,  of  some  months  uuration,  between  the  parish  and  the 
Commissioners  as  to  whose  duty  it  was  to  repair  the  roads.  The  parish  focmd 
they  could  not  legally  appoint  a  surveyor.  The  magistrates  were  advised  by  their 
derk,  Mr.  Williams,  tuat  they  could  not  legally  miue  the  appointment,  and  tha 
commissioners  maintained  it  was  not  a  matter  within  the  jurisdiction  of  that 
board.  *  The  result  was  that  the  roads,  including  the  High-street,  threatened  to 
become  impassable,  and  in  this  crisis  Mr.  Williams  adviseid  the  magistrates  that, 
as  a  matter  of  discretion,  they  had  better  make  the  appointment.  Mr.  C.  H.  Hale 
was  thereupon  appointed,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  the  legality  of  the  appoint- 
ment was  ever  called  in  question. 

1846.  July.  Much  sympathy  eidted  on  behalf  of  a  poor  woman  named 
Ship,  97  years  of  age,  imprisoned  for  rent.  Captain  St.  Clair,  one  of  onr  local 
justices,  set  on  foot  a  sovereign  subitcription  among  his  brother  magistrates  ;  a 
sum  of  £40  was  speedily  collected,  and  the  old  woman  liberated,  a  provision  being 
•t  the  same  time  made  for  her  future  maintenance. 

1846.  July.  The  Baron  of  Preston.— We  have  authority  for  stating  that  the 
old  Scotch  title  of  Viscount  Preston,  is  aboat  to  be  assumed  by  Sir  lioberft 
Graham,  Bart.,  of  Esk,  in  Cumberland,  who  is  now  residing  in  Cheltenham. 

1846.  July  2d.  Sir  Jnstraian  Yere  Liham  oommitted  suicide  by  cutting  hie 
throat  at  his  residence,  16,  PittviUe-villas. 

1846.  September.  The  Bristol  aud  Birmingham  B^ilway  first  ran  their  ibraina 
on  Sundays  in  obedience  to  a  late  parliamentary  enactment.    In  reference  to  (his 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


OHBONOLOOICA^  EYEDTS.  571 

erent  the  Bev.  F.  Close  published  a  letter  in  the  *' Examiner*'  stating  his  opinion 
that  if  it  was  ''caused,  as  alleged,  by  the  act  of  the  legislature,  another  page  of 
Godless  legislation  is  recorded  on  the  annals  of  onr  belored  country,  and  another 
national  sin  invokes  the  displeasure  of  the  Almiffhty." 

1846.  LongcTity. — There  is  at  present  residing  in  the  pleassnt  Tillage  of 
Woodmancote  the  widow  of  a  farmer  and  a  servaot  who  has  been  residing  with 
her  from  her  yonthtnl  days,  whose  united  ages  amount  to  197  years ;  the  mistress 
being  99  years  of  a^,  and  the  servant  98.  The  widow  is  deprived  of  sight,  but 
otherwise  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health ;  the  servant  is  still  active  for  her 
years,  and  devoted  in  her  attendance  on  her  mistress.— **  Examiner,"  Sept.  9.   ^^ 

1846.  October  8.  It  was  decided  at  a  vestry  meeting  to  put  in  repair 
Coltham>lane,  which  forms  one  of  the  boundaries  of  the  parish  at  tbe,Charlton 
side.  By  the  reparation  of  this  road,  which  was  for  vears  impassable,  a  new  and 
beautiful  drive  has  been  formed,  an4  the  suburbs  of  the  town  thereby  improved 
and  enlarged.  It  was  publicly  opened  by  procession  on  Angnst  16,  1847,  and 
named  "  Hale's-road,"  by  the  Master  of  the  Ceremonies,  as  a  compliment  to  Mr. 
C.  Hale,  the  town  surveyor,  through  whose  perseyerance  the  improvement  was 
effected  without  the  aid  of  the  public  rates.  In  the  formation  of  the  road,  one  of 
the  workmen  discovei-ed  a  shilling  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  date  1578,  beside, 
a  quantity  of  floman  coins.  Mr.  Hale  was  presented  with  a  silver  tankard  by 
■nbscription,  at  the  completion  of  the  work. 

1846.  November  9.  Arrival  of  Earl  Fitzhardinge  for  the  hunting  season. 
The  occasion  was  marked  by  a  somewhat  novel  circomstance.  A  few  months 
previous  a  criminal  information  had  been  laid  against  a  clergyman  of  the  town  for 
writing  certain  anonymous  letters,  and  a  verdict  of  guilty  retnmed  at  the  trial  at 
Qlouopster.  The  noble  lord's  name  having  been  mixed  up  with  the  affair,  the 
minister's  church  warden  refused  to  allow  the  bells  to  be  rung  as  nsnal  on  his 
lordship's  arrival.  The  parish  churchwarden,  Mr.  6.  Eowe,  however,  authorised 
the  ringers  to  give  the  usual  salute,  and  the  Incumbent  being  appealed  to  at  once 
sanctioned  Mr.  Bowe's  decision.  The  bells  were  accordingly  rung  to  welcome 
his  lordship's  arrival. 

1846.  a)ecember  7.  Scheme  proposed  by  the  late  Thomas  Henney,  Esq.,  for 
obtaining  a  supply  of  water  for  public  Baths  in  the  Bath-road.  A  plan  and 
tecdou  published  in  the  *'  Examiner"  of  the  above  date. 

1846.  January  14.  Ihdian  Mxuokial.  A  column  copied  from  an  Hindoo 
design,  has  just  been  completed  by  Mr.  Lewis,  sculptor,  of  this  town*  intended  for 
ereoiion  in  the  garden  of  the  Earl  of  Ellenborough,s  residence  at  Sontham.  On  it  are 
inscribed  the  names  of  the  heroes  who  commanded  in  the  late  Indian  war,  with 
the  dates  of  the  various  actions  in  which  they  distinguished  themselves  during 
his  government.  It  is  profusely  decorated  with  Mural  crowns,  shields,  and  other 
emblematical  devices,  richly  sculptured ;  the  whole  is  executed  in  Caen  stone.  A 
pagoda  is  erected  to  receive  this  interesting  memorial. — "  Examiner,"  Dec.  16. 

1847.  January.  Two  more  actions  by  Mr.  Newton  against  Messrs.  Rowe 
and  Norman.  These  make  six  actions  of  the  same  nature;  in  all  of  which, except 
one,  verdicts  were  returned  for  the  defendants. 

1847.  January  21.  Large  meeting  in  the  Town  Hall,  for  the  relief  of  the 
distress  in  Ireland.  The  Bevs.  F.  Close,  A.  Boyd,  and  J.  Browne,  took  part,  and 
the  contributions  within  a  few  days  amounted  to  £1,870.  Large  subscriptions 
were  also  raised  for  onr  own  suffering  poor,  who  were  again  set  to  **  tariff  work," 
at  an  expenditure  duriug  the  severe  weather  of  from  £120  to  £160  per  week.  It 
is  recorded  that  on  the  7th  of  February,  an  old  man  of  91  died  in  Cheltenham 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 

1847.  January  26.  Messrs.  Herbert  and  Page  (sent  down  by  the  Woods'  and 
Forests'  Commissioners)  commenced  an  enquiry  at  the  Fleece  Hotel  on  the  water 
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qnestion.-^the  Water  Coflipany  hatimg  a  1)iQ  before  Parliament  for  an  inerean 
ii  ihpir  powers. 

1847.  March.  The  Cheltenham  eoatribiStioos  to  the  distress  hi  Ireland  and 
Scotland,  stated  to  amoant  to  nearly  £0000.  Of  this  upwards  of  £2000  sras  k 
answer  to  the  appeal  at  a  pnbiic  meeting. 

1847.  March.  Considerable  agitation  on  the  Church-rate  qaestton.  The 
Incambent  held  a  meeting  of  lus  A'iends,  who  passed  a  resolation  apprOTing  tk» 
nrinciple  of  the  rate,  and  a  oonater  meeting,  oslled  by  Rev.  A.  M.  Browtt  and 
kev.  W.  G.  Lewis^  was  held  at  the  vestry  room  of  Salem  Chapel. 

1847.  March  6.  J.  Peart,  Esq.,  a  gentleman  well  known,  and  a  member  of 
the  board  of  Commissioners,  died  suddenly  at  a  bcmrd  meeting  this  day.  De- 
ceased was  in  the  act  of  affiiini^  his  signature  to  some  official  document^  when  he 
suddenly  laid  down  his  pen,  fell  bdck  in  his  chair,  and  instantly  expired. 

1847.  March  6.  Manchester  and  Soathampton  Railway  Bill  thrown  out  im 
committee  on  standing  orders.  So  popular  was  this  Hoe  that  on  the  letters  of 
allotroeat  being  issued  last  year,  the  shares  stood  at  six  pounds  premium. 

1847.  March  13.  A  young  lady.  Miss  Julia  Quiiilan,  died  sudde&ly  while 
dancing  a  quadrille  at  a  ball  given  by  Lieat.-Col.  PitKmaurice,  at  his  residence, 
Berkeley  Place. 

1847.  April  14.  Action  in  the  Sheriff's  Court,  Gloucester,  by  Mr.  Bri<^niell 
against  the  Great  Western  Railway,  for  the  value  of  a  piece  of  land  taken  by  the 
Company,  near  Alstone  Mill.  The  jury  gave  a  verdict  for  £7S0  purchase  inoney, 
£2,40  severance  and  compensation,  and  £20  for  immediate  possession.  Total— 
£970. 

18  i7.  April  20.  First  sitting  of  the  New  County  Court,  before  James  FraiH 
cillon,  Esq.,  the  resident  Judge,  at  the  office  of  the  Magistrates,  then  held  in  a 
room  belonging  to  Messrs.  Griffiths,  Solicitors.  The  trial  by  jury  was  practised^ 
and  the  first  case  was  successfully  gained  for  the  plaintiff,  by  C.  J.  Chtesshyr^ 
Esq.,  a  local  solicitor.  Under  the  new  act  juries  are  summoned,  and  attomeyt 
plead  the  same  as  barristers  in  Superior  Covrto.  Anciently,  all  cases  were  tri«d» 
by  the  Steward  of  the  Manor,  and  an  application  was  made  to  Parfiament  for  a 
renewal  of  the  custom,  but  it  was  decided  that  the  privilege  was  lost  by  disuse. 

1847.  May  24.  Great  fire  at  Aider's  cabinet  warerooms.  Besides  Mt. 
Alder's  own  loss,  his  workmen  lost  tools  of  the  value  of  £l60.  A  sdbscrip^oilt 
on  their  behalf  was  set  on  foot,  and  realised  nearly  £256. 

1847.  May  26.  The  "Examiner**  of  this  date  says-^** James  Franeillofe, 
Esq.,  the  judge  of  the  new  County  Courts,  has  been  lippointed,  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  a  magistrate  fur  the  ctmnties  of  Gloucester  and  Wilts.  Mr  Fran- 
€illon  intends  taking  up  his  residence  in  Cheltenham,  and  those  who  hM6 
witnessed  his  painstaking  and  impartial  conduct,  while  ppesiding  over  his  own 
court,  will  rejoice  at  t^e  lirtidttion  of  his  name  to  onr  list  of  local  magistrates.  It 
is  understood  that  his  appdintment  was  entirely  the  act  of  the  Lord  ChanceUolr 
witiiout  the  interference  of  any  subordinate  authority.** 

1847.  May  28.  Commission  of  lunacy  sat  at  the  Belle  Voe  Hotel,  to  etfqniri 
into  the  state  of  mind  of  CommodokO  Be^ttie,  of  Eeynsham  place.  I'he  itnry 
found  that  the  unfdftanate  gentleman  had  been  of  unsbund  mind  since  May 
28th,  1845. 

1847.  May  SUt.  Dedirion  of  thfe  Commons  Committee  in  fiatcnkr  of  tfte 
Cheltenham  and  Oxford  (Great  W«stem)  Railway.  There  were  two  tdh«ttieli 
this  year ;  one,  a  narrow  ^age  line  to  Oxford  and  Tring,  With  stathda  in  tlift 
High-street,  and  making  the  disUnce  to  London  101^  miles;  tke  'othbr,  tttb 
broad  guage  from  Cheltenham  through  Burford  and  Withey  to  Ostfond,  diitaittSI 
to  Paddingtoa  102  miles.  The  Utter  litfe  cut  throuirh  PittviAe,  with  k  statidn  at 
the  Market-plaee.    It  waa  strongly  onposed  by  the  town  ^comnnttee,  and  a  p6titi»ft 
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tgaiDst  it  obtaiDed  about  3,000  signatures,  embracing,  it  was  said,  more  than 
half  the  registered  electors  of  the  borough.  After  a  month's  inquiry  in  com- 
mittee, the  attendance  of  sixteen  solicitors,  and  the  examination  of  inimmerable 
witnesses,  tbis  line  was  carried,  and  it  afterwards  received  the  royal  assent. 
Ultimately,  owing  to  a  change  in  the  money  market,  and  other  causes,  the  line 
was  abandoned. 

1847.  J  one  7th.  Arrival  in  Cheltenham  of  Sir  Harry  Smith,  the  hero  of 
Aliwal.  An  address,  with  six  hundred  signatures,  was  presented  to  bini  by  Capt, 
Kirwan,  M.C.,  at  tbe  Belle  Vue  Hotel.  Sir  Harry  (who  was  accompanied  by 
bift  lady)  made  a  stirring  address  to  the  crowd  assembled  in  the  gardens  of  the 
hotel.  Sir  Harry  and  his  lady  resided  some  time  in  Cheltenham,  the  latter 
taking  a  conise  of  the  mineral  waters,  under  the  advice  of  Br.  Cannon. 

1847.  June  7th.  George  Stokes,  Esq  ,  one  of  the  founders  of,  and  chief 
writers  for,  the  Beligions  Tract  Society,  died  suddenly  at  his  residence  in  Chelt- 
enham. The  notice  of  his  death  states, "  So  calm  was  his  end  that  not  a  raffle  of 
the  bedclothes  gave  evidence  of  any  mortal  strugele,  and  it  is  a  singular  coinci'* 
deuce  that  his  dk^ath  took  place  as  nearly  as  possible  at  the  same  time  and  in  the 
same  manner  as  that  of  the  late  Br.  Chalmers,  of  Edinburgh.** 

1847-  June  24th.  Indictment  for  **  wilful  and  corrujit  perjury"  preferred 
against  Mr.  J.  C.  Straford,  by  Mr.  Augustus  Newton,  tried  in  the  Queen's 
&nch  before  Ijord  Chief  Justice  Benman  and  a  special  jury.  Sir  F.  Thesiger 
appeared  for  the  defendant,  and  the  jury, after  a  moment's  con&ultation,  returned 
^  verdict  of  **  not  guilty."  The  Lord  Chief  Justice  expressed  his  entire  concurrence 
)vith  the  finding  of  the  jnir,  and  refused  to  allow  the  costs  of  the  prosecution. 

1847.  July  7th.  The  Hon.  Craven  Berkeley  reported  to  have  made  a  speech 
in  the  House  of  Commons  to  the  effect  that "  more  deaths  from  miasma  occurred  in 
Cheltenham  than  in  any  other  town  of  the  same  size  in  England."  This  created 
•0  much  dissatisfaction  that  it  was  one  of  the  main  causes  of  Mr.  Berkeley 
losing  his  seat  at  the  next  election.  Mr.  Henney,  at  a  cost  of  some  thirty  pounds, 
out  of  his  own  pocket,'  caused  an  abstract  of  the  comparative  mortality  of  this 
and  other  towns  to  be  made  and  published  in  the  Times  and  other  leading  papers. 
This  document  gave  the  following  results ;  that  the  annual  number  of  deaths 
out  of  every  thousand  inhabitants,  stood  as  follows: — In  Cheltenham,  20;  in 
Brighton,  26 ;  in  Bath,  27  ;  in  Clifton,  26 ;  in  Bristol,  28  ;  in  Birmingham,  28 ; 
in  Worcester,  27;  in  Manchester,  81 ;  and  in  Liverpool,  33.  Br.  Boisragon  and 
Mr.  C.  fl.  Hale  also  published  letters  in  the  "  Examiner"  to  the  same  effect. 

1847.  July  22nd.  Public  dinner  at  the  Assembly  Rooms  of  the  supporters 
of  the  Cheltenham  and  Oxford  railway  to  celebrate  the  passltg  of  tbe  Company's 
Bill  through  Parliament. 

1847.  July  30th.  Sir  Wfiloughby  Jones  returned  by  a  majority  of  108  votes 
—the  first  Conservative  candidate  ever  returned  for  Cheltenham.  The  new 
inember  was  ** chaired"  through  tlie  town  amid  a  general  demonstration  of  blue 
^vours. 

1847.  August  12th.  Letter  from  Earl  Fitzhardinge  declining  his  usual 
present  of  red  deer  lor  the  Cheltenham  Sta^r  Hunt;  also  claiming  the  hounds  as 
bis  Lordship's  property,  and  requiring  them  to  he  sent  at  once  to  Berkeley 
Castle.    Mi«  Theobald  thereupon  offered  to  undertake  the  mastership  of  a  new 

Sack.    This  offer  was  accepted,  and  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Fortescue, 
ardner,  Thompson,  SkiUicome,  and  Henney,  appointed  to  make  arrangements 
for  keeping  up  the  sport  as  heretofore. 

1847.    As^st  16th.    First  experimental  trip  on  the  Great  Western  Kailway, 
with  the  engine  B'Jered,  conveying  I.  El.  Brunei.  Esq.,  and  suite  to  Cheltenham. 
1847.    August  17th.    Public  dinner  to  Sir  Willonghby  Jones,  M.P.,atthe 
Assembly  ilooma. 
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184i7.  September  6th.  Foondation  stone  of  St.  Peter*t  Cbarch  Uid  by  Sir 
WilloaghbT  Jones,  Bart.,  M.P.,  in  presence  of  a  large  number  of  spectators. 

1847.  September  16ih.  Sadden  death,  at  Iter  residence,  ChelteBhan,  of  the 
Hon.  Anna  Twistleton,  mother  of  Lord  Saye  and  Sele. 

1847.  September  19ch.  Died,  at  4i,  Wollesley-terraqe,  Lieot.-Gcn.  Sir  Henry 
Eeatiog,  K.G.B.  He  entered  the  army  in  1793,  and  after  a  long  period  <^ 
brilliant  services,  was  made,  in  1836,  a  Knight  Commander  of  the  Bath,  and  had 
a  service  of  plate  of  the  value  of  five  hundred  guineas  voted  to  him  by  the  East 
India  Government. 

1847.  September  27th.  Died  at  Torquay,  Yioe-Admiral  Sir  Charles  Dash- 
wood.  K.C.B.,  and  6.(>\T.S.  Deceaised  Mitered  the  navy  in  1779,  and  was,  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  the  last  living  officer  of  the  Formidable,  in  which  ship  he 
served  as  aide  de  camp  to  Lord  Bodney  in  the  actions  of  April  9th  and  12th  1782. 
He  was  thus  sixty-eigbt  years  in  the  navy,  upwards  of  forty  of  which  he  served 
at  sea. 

1847.  October  12th.  Laying  the  first  stone  of  Fanconberg  House,  Bayshill, 
for  the  residence  of  Mr.  Charles  Fowler.  The  boildiug  was  designed  by  Mr.  S. 
Onley,  and  it  is  now  the  residence  of  Col.  Church  Pearc^. 

1S47.  October  15th.  Ftrst  meet  of  the  new  pack  of  stag  hoands  at  the 
PloDgh  Hotel.  The  deer  was  uncarted  at  Shurdington,  and,  after  making  towards 
Cflelleuham,  britat>ted  the  steepest  ascent  of  Let^ampton  Hill,  and  was  safely 
captared  near  the  Seven  Springs. 

1847.  October  1 6th.  A  proposition  before  the  Commissioners  for  throwing 
the  ordinary  meetings  of  that  body  open  to  reporters,  but  not  to  the  ratepayers, 
neir»tived  by  14  votes  to  7. 

1847.  October  17th.  "Penance**  at  the  Parish  Chureh.  An  exhibition, 
fortunately  or  rare  occurrence  in  these  enlightened  daj^s,  took  place  on  Saturday 
last,  at  the  Cheltenham  Parish  Church.  Throughout  the  Week  rumours  had  been 
afloat  that  some  unlucky  wight  who  had  made  rather  too  free  with  the  fair  fiimc 
of  his  neighbours,  had  been  ordered  by  the  Ecclesiastical  authorities  to  expiate 
his  offence  by  doing  penance  in  a  white  sheet.  It  was  asserted  that  the  sheet, 
tapers,  and  other  paraphernalia  of  the  ceremony  had  been  duly  provided  by  the 
churchwardens,  and  the  curious  in  such  matters  were,  of  course,  on  the  tip -toe  of 
expectation.  Saturday  morning  came,  and  towards  ten  o*clock  some  hundreds  of 
persons  found  their  way  to  the  Parish  Church,  wiiere  the  presence  of  the  curate, 
the  churchwardens,  and  a  proctar  from  the  Consistorial  Court,  seemed  to 
give  colour  to  the  prevailing  rumours.  A  large  white  cloth,  which  hung 
most  suspiciouslv  within  the  vestry  door  also  gave  "oonftrmation  strong"^ 
of  the  reality  of  the  coming  ceremony,  and  the  eager  sight  seers  arranged 
themselves  in  the  most  convenient  parts  of  the  building  to  witness  it. 
The  galleries  were  filled  by  a  mutley  assemblage  of  both  seies,  every  seat  and 
pew  in  the  vicinity  of  the  communion  table  was  crowded  with  occupants,  and  the 
venerable  old  structure  presented  more  the  appearance  of  a  theatre,  or  a  cockpit, 
than  of  a  place  of  Christian  worship.  Fortunately  for  public  decorum  and 
decency,  all  this  eager  curiosity  was  doomed  to  disappointment.  About  twenty 
minutes  after  ten  the  culprit  entered  the  churcli,  and  proceeded  to  the  vestry 
room ;  but  there  were  no  bare  feet,  no  white  sheet,  noliichted  tapers,  but  a  simple 
form  of  recantation  was  read  over  and  subscribed  to,  and  the  crowd  who  thronged 
the  sacred  edifice,  finding  there  was  no  fun  to  be  seen,  quietly  dispersed.— 
"  Examiner,"  October  20th. 

1847.  October  23rd.  The  Great  VITestern  Railway  pnblidy  opened  to  the 
station  at  Jessop*a  Nursery.  Diuner  at  the  Plough  in  honour  of  the  eveut.  The 
Act  for  making  this  line  had  been  obtained  many  years  previously,  and  its  con- 
struction was  at  last  carried  into  effect  in  consequence  of  a  memorial  having  been 
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presented  to  the  direeton.  It  was  signed  by  the  Lord  of  the  Mtsor  and  optsarda 
or  800  owners  and  oecapiers,  and  was  accompanied  by  an  intimation  that  if  more 
time  had  been  fcivan  to  it,  previoas  to  the  meeting  of  the  directors,  a  mach  mora 
extensive  list  of  signatures  might  have  been  obtained. 

184/7.  November  4th,  The  Town  Commissioners  passed  a  resolntiou  to  the 
efffct  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  an  iUaminated  dock  over  the  Publie 
Offices,  High^reet  The  resolntion,  from  some  unexplained  cause,  was  never 
earned  into  practice. 

1847.  November  4th.  Jlesigiiation  of  the  Bev.  W.  F.  Wilkinson,  Theological 
Tutor  of  Cheltenham  College.    The  rev.  gentleman  happening  to  be  at  a  lecture 

E'ven  by  Mr.  George  Dawson,  in  this  town,  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Bturer  at  the  dose  of  the  proceedings.  The  Directors  of  the  College  censured 
his  so  doing,  and  this  vote  of  censure  led  to  his  resignation.  The  affair  caused 
much  controversy  at  the  time ;  a  public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  presented  ak 
address  of  mrmpathy  with  Mr.  Wilkinson,  and  a  like  address  was  presented  to  hia 
by  the  members  of  the  Literary  Institution.  Ultimately,  the  facts  being  reported 
to  the  Government,  a  valuable  living  in  the  dty  of  Derby  was  presenteid  to  Mr. 
Wilkinson  by  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

1848.  January.  Sir  W .  Jones,  for  a  few  months  member  for  Cheltenham,  was 
sojourning  at  the  residence  of  his  mother.  Lady  Jones,  at  Evesham-house.  Thb 
Hon.  Craven  Berkeley,  the  ex-member,  was  staying  at  the  same  time  at  tlM 
Qupen*s  Hotel. 

1848.  '  January  7.  Town  Commissioners'  ordered  a  borough*rate  of  six-pence 
in  the  pound. 

1848.  January  11.  The  appointment  of  Dr.  Hampen  to  the  Bishopric  of 
Hereford  created  a  very  warm  controversy  in  the  Church.  At  a%ieeting  of  the 
Oloueestershire  clergy  a  resolution  condemnatory  of  Dr.  Hampden's  aj^ointment 
was  carried  by  73  to  28  votes.  Dr.  Jenner  and  the  Rev.  F.  Close  strongly 
opposed  the  resolution,  and  it  was  understood  that  most  of  the  Cheltenham  dergy 
voted  against  it. 

1848.  January  11.  Died,  James  Corry,  Esq.,  at  his  residence,  Montpellier 
Spa-buildings,  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age.  Mr.  Corry  was  the  intimate  friend 
and  companion  of  Tom  Moore,  the  Bard  of  Erin,  and  formed  one  of  the  celebrated 
brotherhood  of  '*  The  Kilkenny  Boys,**  who  were  mixed  up  so  largely  in  the 
events  which  took  place  in  Irdand  preceding,  and  at  the  time  of  the  union. 

1848.  Jaauaiy  11.  An  incident  occurred  in  connection  with  Mr.  Feargnt 
0*Connor*s  Snig's  End  land  scheme.  A  number  of  waggons  and  carts  passed  in 
procession  through  the  town  containing  the  settlers  and  their  belongings  on  their 
way  to  the  Snig^s  End  estate.  Mr.  Feargos  O'Connor  himself  was  expected  to 
have  been  in  the  procession,  but  does  not  appear  to  have  been  present. 

1848.  January  25.  Foundation  stone  of  the  new  hospital  laid  by  the  Bight 
Hon.  Lord  DnnaUy. 

1848.  February.  Great  dissatisfaction  appears  to  have  been  created  here,  aa 
elsewhere  at  Lord  John  Bnssell*s  imposition  of  a  **five  per  cent,  income-tax.** 
A  petition  against  the  tax,  with  900  signatures,  was  presented  by  Sir  WiUoughby 
Jones. 

1848.  Februaiy.  Miss  Jane  Cooke  gave  five  acres  of  land  as  a  site  for  the 
new  IVaining  Colleire. 

1848.  Mareh.  f  reaentation  of  an  address  to  Lord  Fitzhardinge  on  the  com* 
pletion  of  the  40th  year  of  his  annual  visit  to  Cheltenham.  The  address  was 
presented  at  the  Dowdeswell  seet,  and  was  read  by  Mr.  SjtmudOiiley  amid  much 
cheering.  The  report  states  that  there  were  three  thousand  pedestrians  and  four 
hundred  horsemen  present  on  the  occasion,  and  that  the  road  was,  for  a  consider- 
able distanoe,  lined  on  both  sides  with  the  carriages  of  the  nobility  and  gentry. 
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1848.  Seisare  or  Chnreh^rates. — A-Mienre  for  chnreli-iBtei  «m  m^dBlmt 
week  at  the  hoove  of  the  Kev  J.  Blfim&eUi,  lainUter  of  the  Bethel  (Hapiist) 
Qhapel.  The  artiele  taken  whs  a  lookiasr-triatA,  stated  to  be  worib  ill  6t.  Tke 
rate  and  costs  owiog  were  aboat  Ss.    **  Examiner,"  March  £9. 

1848.  April.  'J  he  ''  Examiner  "  of  April  13  has  the  folbwing :— **  Oo  Dit 
v-^That  among  the  names  about  to  be  added  to  the  ooisroissioD  of  the  petce  for 
this  district,  are  thos«  of  C.  L.  Harford  and  W.  N.  Skiilioome,  t^sqra.,  both  thh 
deuts  oi  Cheltenham.  We  believe  that  the  appointment  of  these  geftlenen  wiU 
be  received  with  nuiversal  RatiafactioB.*' 

The  same  paper  on  May  12th  »9lj* — "  We  stated  some  weeks  back  thai  tbo 
names  of  C.  L.  Hftrford,  and  W.N.  Skillieome,  Esqrs.,  were  ahoat  being  addei 
to  1  he  commission  of  the  peace  for  this  county.  The  necessary  forma  htfiag 
aiace  heen  ?onf  thrunirh,  those  gentlemen  are  now  duly  empowered  to  qnalifyai 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  Cheltenham  district/* 

1848.  April.  Fathionabk  MoveoienU.— The  Earl  of  EUenborongh  baa 
veturned  to  Soatham,  intending  to  pass  the  PacIiamentaiT  holidays  amongst  hif 
Qieltenham  friends.  Dr.  Wh}(tele>,  Archbishop  of  Dttblio,  is  expected  lo  anive 
in  Clieltenham  next  week.  Mrs.  Whateiey  and  part  of  the  family  have  alnsac^ 
arrived  at  Brandon  Uonse,  near  St.  Pliillip^s  Cbordi  which  has  been  taken  for 
his  Grace's  residenc  . — Lord  Northwick,  Lord  Dnnnlley,  and  Lord  die  SansQarei, 
all  purpose  siierding  the  Easter  recess  at  their  respective  re^ences  in  Chelten- 
ham.— The  Earl  and  Counle^s  of  Erne,  who  had  been  residing  in  Qarence-sqnara 
fur  the  last  two  or  three  months,  tooic  th^  departure  for  Dublin  a  few  days  ugo. 
— -  Examiner,'  April  26 

1848.  May.  Important  Post-office  enquiry.  A  packet  of  political  papers 
addres-sed  to  Ma  Boodle,  the  Lib<>rHl  a^ent,  having  been  delayed  in  the  delivery, 
one  of  thf^clerks  in  the  office  was  accused  of  having  opened  the  packet  and 
divulged  its  coi.tents.  Mr.  Eam>ay  was  sent  down  by  the  Posto^ter  Geaeral  to 
enquire  into  the  matter,  and  the  result  was  that  the  clerk  was  saspeaUed.— • 
*•  Examiner,"  Mav  17. 

1848  June  29l  Cheltenham  Election.  On  the  night  of  the  piolling  a  voter 
named  Mulcock,  a  iy  proprietor,  left  his  home  and  next  day  his  body  was  foand 
in  ttie  stream  nrar  Pittyilie  lake.  A  prolonged  enquiry  was  made  into  the  cir- 
eumtances,  but  the  m>stery  was  never  solved. 

1848.  July.  The  Town  Commissioners'  resolved  to  write  to  nine  members  of 
their  l)ody,  resi<iing  at  a  divtaoc",  soliciting  their  resignation  in  ivder  that  the 
racHucies  might  be  ftlied  up  by  ratepayers  residing  in  the  town. 

18 18,  Glut  o(  Snlinon. — During  the  pa«t  iortnigbt,  salmon  baa  been  aelU&ir 
at  the  fish  shops  at  prices  varying  from  6d.  to  9d.  per  lb.  The  itinerant  vendo<^ 
have  b^en  hawking  it  a>>oat  with  the  cry  of**  Severn  salmon,  three  pounds  for  a 
altillijitf  !"— *'  Examiner,"  July  16. 

1848.  August  Obituary.  — We  have  to  record  this  week  the  death  of  Mr 
John  Uulbert,  of  the  K nap p,  who  for  many  years  filled  the  office  of  High  Con- 
stable, under  the  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Cheltenham.  Mr.  Holbert  was  weii- 
khown,  and  much  respected.  He  was  a  very  active  an4  nsefnl  member  of  tb9 
Liberal  party  in  politics,  and  both  in  public  and  private  his  loss  will  be  deeplgr 
regrrited.  His  dea'h  took  place  on  Sunday  morning,  the  97tb.  On  tbe  aame 
dny  died,  at  Prestbury,  Mr.  David  Geoige,  another  of  our  oldest  and  most  reiBpecle4 
fcJlow  townsmeu.  Mr.  George  had  been  in  iU«hea)tb  for  many  years,  bqt  his 
death  was  at  last  t>udden  and  unexpected.  We  bave  had  to  notice  the  4emi8a  ot 
an  unu>u-il  number  of  old  inh  bitatits  of  the  town.  A  few  waeks  sine*  Mr. 
Benjamin  Norman,  and  more  recently  Mr  Johnson,  engraver,  ^  Mr.  Hf^iqpbri^ 
have  bee.'i  recorded  in  onr  obituary.  -  *'  Examiner,*'  Aognat  30. 

1848.      September.     Aocounta  received  in  Cbeltenham,  of   tba    widde  0^ 
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Col.  Prince,  formerly  well>known  in  the  town.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Canadian 
Legislature  and  conspicaoas  from  his  services  in  qneiling  the  rebellion  of  1838. 
He  shot  a  number  of  prisoners  taken  in  that  rebellion,  and  was  supposed  to  haTO 
been  driven  to  the  aet  of  self-destruction  by  the  odium  attached  to  that  act  of 
cold  blooded  butchery.  [In  reference  to  this  entry,  Mr.  William  Hollis,  of 
Badgeworth,  an  intimate  iriend  of  the  CSolonel,  writes  us  on  January  22nd,  1863, 
that  the  report  of  Col.  Prince's  death  is  altogether  a  mistake.  Mr.  Hollii 
says — "  The  Colonel  is  not  dead ;  thank  God  for  it  I  bni  still  living  in  hia 
l^ory,  a  hale  old  man,  with  his  well  earned  honours  smiling  happily  aroand  him. 
With  ns  he  was  a  moving,  busy  man;  in  that  part  of  her  Migestys  dominions 
where  he  has  since  resided,  he  still  remains  a  striking  instance  of  hallowed 
respect  among  a  great  majority  of  Canadian  citizens.  For  his  exertions  in  patting 
down  the  rebellion  he  was  justified,  and  obtained  for  himself  great  credit  from 
the  government;  and  he  has  continued  a  member,  and  considered  one  of  the 
most  eloquent  speakers  in  the  HousB  of  Asss3Cblt." — William  Hollis.] 

184>8.  September  15.  This  afternoon  a  deplorable  accident  occurred  between 
Cheltenham  and  Gloucester,  by  which  three  workmen  on  the  line  were  killed, 
and  two  others  seriously  iiyured.  The  men  vrere  engaged  upon  the  line  near 
the  Hatherley  Bridge,  and  were  standing  on  the  up  rails  counting  the  tracks  in 
one  of  the  Midland  down  trains,  when  the  Great  Western  train  from  Gloucester 
came  upon  them  unawares,  and  swept  them  down  like  a  flock  of  sheep.  No 
blame  seems  to  be  due  to  any  parties  connected  with  the  railway.  The  engine- 
driver  of  the  Great  Western  train  blew  both  his  whistles  to  apprise  the  poor 
fellows  of  their  danger,  but  the  noise  made  by  the  goods*  trucks  prevented  their 
hearing,  and  it  was  impossible  to  stop  the  train  until  it  had  passed  over  them. 
The  (Lriver  seeing  he  could  be  of  no  service  without  medical  assistance, 
immediately  drove  on  to  Cheltenham.  Dr.  Brookes,  the  medical  officer  of  the 
Great  Western  Company,  immediately  proceeded  on  the  pilot- engine  to  the  scene 
of  the  catastrophe.  On  arriving  there,  the  scene  which  presented  itself  was  too 
awful  for  description.  The  bodies  of  the  sufferers  were  crashed  and  mangled  in 
a  shocking  manner,  so  much  so,  that  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  the 
different  portions  were  put  together  for  conveyance  to  Cheltenham.  The  two 
wounded  men  were  conveyed  to  tbe  Hospital,  and  though  shockingly  mutilated 
ultimately  recovered,  frhrough  the  good  offices  of  Mr.  Charles  Hale  Jft^top 
and  the  Jmv.  A.  Boyd,  a  sum  uf  £230  was  raised  by  subscription  for  the  sufferers 
bv  this  nnfortunate  occurrence,  by  which  three  widows  and  fourteen  orphan 
children  were  deprived  of  their  protectors.] 

184>8.  September  21.  Arrival  of  Sir  Charles  Napier  in  Cheltenham.  '<This 
gallant  veteran  arrived  in  Cheilenham  on  Thursday,  and,  as  we  annoanced  last 
week,  has  taken  up  his  residence  in  Imperial  Square.  He  has  d^ily  been  among 
the  most  conspicuous  attendants  at  our  spas  and  promenades,  and  has  been 
engaged  in  receiving  and  retarning  the  visits  of  his  brother  officers  at  present 
residing  here.  Sir  Charles  has  brought  with  him  his  horse  (a  little  Arab)  wnioh 
bore  him  daring  most  of  his  Indian  battles,  and  mounted  on  which  he  may  be 
daily  seen  in  public.  Among  the  officers  who  have  served  with  him,  and  who  are 
now  in  Cheltenham,  may  be  mentioned  Colonel  Willie,  bis  Adjutant-Gdneral ; 
Major  McMurdo,  his  son-in-law,  and  Quartermaster-General,  who  was  with  him 
through  all  his  Indian  battles ;  Colonel  Lloyd,  who  commanded  his  Artillery; 
M^jor  Leslie,  commanding  the  Horse  Artillery,  and  commanding  it  so  gallantly, 
that,  at  the  especial  command  of  Lord  EUenborough,  it  is  known  as  "  Leslie's 
Troop ;"  M^jor  Poole,  of  the  gallant  22nd  Eegiment,  the  regiment  led  by  Napier 
himself  into  action ;  Captain  Tait,  commanding  the  Regular  Horse ;  Colonel 
Harrison,  who  commanded  the  Light  Company  of  the  "^Otn  (Sir  Cnarles*s— then 
Major  Napier — own  regiment)  at  the  battle  of  Corunna  i  Captain  Robertson, 
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whq  terred  with,  ium  in  the  Peiuo$iilar  and  America;  Colonel' Chrke  E^imedjr, 
w^  80  gallantly  captured  the  French  standard  at  Waterloo ;  and  several  others 
wj^ipm  we  c»oi)ot  parUculari^.*' — "Examiner,"  Sept  27. 

184$..  Septemher  98.  Preliminary  meeting  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
ii^rodnoing  the  "  H^th  of  Towns*  Acr*  into  Cheltenham.  At  a  public  meeting 
hfi}^  Octoper  10,  it  was  resolyed  to  petition  for  the  i^troduetion  of  the  Act.. 

1848.  October  5.  Public  Dinner  to  Sir  Charles  Napier  at  the  Qaeen's  Hotel 
Lords  Kllenborough^  Northwick,  and  Dunally,  and  between  80  and  90  Indian 
oi&[^s  as^en^bled  to  welcome  the  yeteran  ajt  this  banquet. 

184$.  October  15.  Died,  at  the  advanced  sge  of  76/Richd.  Oglesvy,  Esq.,  R.N. 
Deceased  was  in  the  navy  between  forty  and  fifty  years ;  was  a  master  in  1804^ 
and  possessed  at  this  time  of  his  death  his  original  appointment  to  H.M.S. 
Hydra,  on  tne  18tli  of  JaAuary,  1805,  with  the  signature  *'  Nelson  and  Bronte,** 
in  the  iiandwritjng  of  the  great  naval  hero.  Cwt.  Oglesvy  served  under  Lordf 
ColUne%wood  and  Nelson,  and  with  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie.  He  was  engaged 
at  the  Nile,  at  Trafalgar,  and  the  other  great  sea-fixhts  of  the  last  war,  and  was 
present  on  board  the  Victory  when  the  immortal  Nelson  received  his  death 
wound.  He  w«s  the  messmate  at  various  times  with  ftear-Admiral  Sir  Salisbury 
Devonport^  Bear-Admiral  Sir  J .  Munday,  and  the  Hon.  Capt  Berkeley.  During 
h^,  retirement  from  active  service  be  led  a  q,uiet  and  secluded  life,  but  he  main- 
taii^ed  to  the  last  the  friendship  and  esteem  of  those  gallaat  spirits  with  whom, 
in  more,  troublous  times,  he  nad  *'  braved  the  battle  and  the  breeze**  in  hit 
oojon^ry's  service. 

1848.  November  1.  The  Great  Western  Bailway  Directors  disoontinoed  the 
practice  of  issuing  return  tickets  between  this  town  and  London. 

.  1848.  November  1.  Great  Meeting  at  the  Town  Hall  to  commemorate  the 
Fiftieth.  Anniversary  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society. 

1848.  November  12.  Cheltenham  Parish  Church  was  crowded  to-day, 
morning  and  evening,  when  the  Rev.  Alexander  Crummel,  a  gentleman  ox 
colour,  delivered  two  sermons  in  behalf  of  the  funds  of  the  Negro  Church,  New 
York.    His  appeals  were  responded  to  by  collections  amounting  to  £90. 

1848.  November  15.  rreliminanr  announcement  of  Messrs.  Bowe  and 
Onley,  proprietors  of  the  Old  Wells,  for  restoring  these  wells,  and  preserving 
them  for  ever,  as  a  public  ornament  and  attraction  to  the  town  of  Cheltenham. 

1848.  November  23.  First  appearance  of  Jenny  lind  in  Cheltenham ;  she 
sang  at  the  Montpellier  Rotunda.  It  is  said  that  some  of  one  local  speculators 
in  amusements  onered  the  fair  singer  400  guineas  for  one  or  700  guineas  for  two 
concerts,  but  that  the  offer  was  declined. 

1848.  November  28.  Presentation  of  a  massive  service  of  plate,  subscribed 
for  exclusively  by  the.  wives  of  electx>rs  of  the  borough,  to  the  Hon.  Craven 
R  Berkeley. 

1849.  Jannary  18.  Considerable  excitement,  caused  by  an  alleged  threat  of 
the  Rev.  F.  Close  to  withdraw  his  support  from  the  Cheltenham  Hospital,  if  the 
l^ard  received  the  proceeds  of  an  amateur  dramatic  performance,  got  up  in  its 
favouc.  The  entertainment  took  place  on  the  18th,  and  the  audience  was  one  of 
the  most  aristocratic  ever  assembled  in  Cheltenham.  Mr.  Close  wrote  an 
explanatory  letter,  stating  that  though  he  was  opposed  to  all  dramatic  entertain- 
ments, be  pever  threaten]^  to  withdraw  his  support  from  the  Hospital ;  but,  oft 
t)ie  contrary,  had  advised  the  Board  to  accept  the  proceeds,  as  the  ei^tertainment. 
was  got  up  without  their  interference. 

1849.  February  8.  It  was  staled  at  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  this  day, 
that  the  yearly  consumption  of  beer  and  spirits  in  the  Workhouse,  (withaA 
average  number  of  218  adult  inmates),  amounted  to  iS277  12s.  3d.  From  a 
tabular  statement  laid  before  the  Boan^  it  appeared  that  the  annnal  cost  per 
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hmi fov  qpSritiMs  liqBOrt  in  niae  noMas  mm  foUiMm :  In  Imtpool;  10«.  Sfd*. 
Bftth»   l8i   4d.;   Strona,  2«.*7id;   Ghatbftm,  9s.  7d. ;   Woroerter,   &i^   6di; 
Tbwke»bory,  3e.  3d. ;  Ifortbfeaek,  68.  U. ;  PenbaBe,^.  i  awl  in  CbtfltooliMi^ 
Ml  60.  fiH 

I84>9;  Febrowy  22.  Edwacd  Creaaej,  B«q..,.coninBDoed  an  official  enquiry  ai 
the  George  Bote!  as  to  the  advisability  of  appl^^ing  tbfi  pronsiona  o(  tha  Pui>U« 
Health  Aak  to  CheitMham. 

.  181^9.  ttaech.  Neva  arrived  in  Cheltenham  of  the  disastrons  battles  af 
€hBfiaawaIiab  on  the  Jbelnro  ;  wherein  the  British,  wider  Xiord  Googji,.  mfil 
with  aaaera  aareraes^  having  26  officeta  kitted  aad  66  woaodad.  Qtw  Gharleil 
l^lqiier  was  iDnnadiately  applied  to  1^  the  Dake  of  Welliogtoni  to  taka  thft 
-comaiand;  of  the  ladian  army ;  and  it  was  on.  this  ocoasian  the  DakQ^addiessed' 
StT'Chaidasin  the  mamorable  wordar  "  If  yon  d«B*t  go^  I  must.'^  ikriMoiptg  tba: 
offieens  wto  fell  in  tihese  disasters  was  BrigafKer  Pennysoick,  and  maoj  othai* 
wwtt-taunm.  in  Oheltenhaot.  Donag  one  of  hia  visits  to  Londott,  Sir  Cbarloi! 
Napier  was  transacting  business  at  the  Uorse  Gmards;  and  it  was  sngaeated  1^ 
the  authorities  there,  that  it  might  be  a  satisfaction  to  Sir  Charles,  and  a 
■consolation,  though  a  mournful  one  to  Mrs.  Pennycuick,  if  he  were  to  charge 
himself  with  the  delivery  of  the  medal,  &c«,  to  which  her  husband  had  been 
entitled.  He  readily  engaged  to  do  so.  Syinpathy  for  the  widow,  and  warm 
regard  for  his  fallen  friend,  engrossed  the  hero's  thoughts,  and  two  hours  were 
not  suffered  to  elapse  after  his  return  to  Chelteuharu,  ere  he  found  or  made  an 
opportunity  to  discharge  the  sad  duty  which  he  had  undertaken,  and  Mrs. 
Penny cnick  had  the  mournful  satisfaction  of  receiving  the  eipressions  of  Sir  C. 
Napier's  high  appreciation  of  her  husband's  merits,  and  the  tokens  of  his 
c<^untry's  approbation  of  his  services,  at  the  bands  of  the  man  whom  that 
husband  most  valued. 

184*9.  March  13.  Dipaktuei  of  Si&  Cilib^bs  Na.fier  FAoai  Chblt- 
XITHAN.    The  *'  Eiamiuer  "  gives  the  following  account  of  his  departure : 

**  The  gallant  general  left  Cheltenham  for  London  yesterday  afternoon  by  . 
express  train.  He  was  accompanied  to  town  by  his  8on>in-law,  Major  Mclifeiido, 
and  other  members  of  his  family.  A  number  of  bis  old  companions  in  arms,  and 
othws,  thronged  the  platform,  and  greeted  him  with  hearty,  cheers,  and  many 
warm  wishes  for  the  success  of  his  mission.  Among  those  present,  we  noticed— 
Capt.  Sir  Richard  O^Cunor,  EJN.,.Col.  Clark  Kennedy,  General  Hunter,  Cat  de 
Coursey^  Capt.  Robertson,  Capt.  Phibfos,  Capt.  Kiraan,  Mr.  Stewart^  Capt. 
Iredell,  Capt.  Dwarris,  Mr.  Fortesauf,  Mr.  Henaey,  Mr.  Wightwick,.Mr.  Ridler, 
Mr.  Walters,  (of  the  Timh),  Mr.  Schonswar.  Capt  Cox,  &e.,&c. 

"  On  entering  the  carriage  which  was  to  bear  him  away,  the  gallant  hero  was 
again  greeted  with  cheers,  and  his  old  friends  pressed  round  the  window  to  offer 
him  their  last  congratulations.  On  these  manifestations  subsiding.  Sir  Charles 
addressed  the  assenohkid  mnHitndt  to  th&foUowing  effttt,: 

"Ladies  and  gentlemen, — I  thank  yon  for  your  kind  attention  in  coming  to 
m*  me*  leave.  I  wish  yon  all  goo4  bye^  and  I  hope  I  may  not  dii&ppotefe  the 
WMhcsftnd  hopes  of  my  conotry.*^ 

*^  JixKid.  cheeoLrtg  followed!  this  brief  address,  and  mm  again  Maeme^Aa  the 
carriage  rolled  swiftly  away,  bearing  with  it  a  brave  and  gallant  heart,  te^itaeda 
^il0  aceM  of  his  past  i^iiea  md  fainre  labours,  and  we  tkUst,  fojtnre 
victories." 

184(0;  Mhteh  23.  St.  Pbtsk's  Chubch.  The  newi  church  of  St  Peter's 
otk  thft  Tewkasbtary^road,  was  eenseoreted  on-  Thnrsdagp  last»  The  Bishop  .of 
Glancestn  andi  Bristol  offiisiated  at  the  cetemoiiy,,^ee#nion  being  preacbMvby 
the  Bevi  J).  Bmwn,  of  Trinity.  The  new  hailding  is  of  vecy  imifme  design^  aaa 
reflcntft  gpaat  emdil  on  Uj.  Dankes^  the  nrahitect^  and   Mr*  T.  BaUbtf  ^ihh 
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builder.  The  ehBrch  has  been  ereeted  aloiott  entirely  by  priYftte  nibeenptioii. 
The  Commnnion  table  was  the  gift  of  Meaart.  Urch  and  Seabright,  and  theporeh 
was  presented  by  Mr.  J.  Simmonds,  the  chnreh warden.  **  Examiner  "  Hdareh  28. 
I^The  fnnds  required  for  this  building  amounted  to  £2,000,  and  Mr.  John  Bnss^ 
who  was  authorised  by  the  Incnmbent  to  eoUect  snbecriptioni.  From  Mr. 
Bnsieirs  subscription  book  we  extract  a  few  of  the  donations,  Yis. :— Ber.  F. 
Close,  £25;  a  Lady,  £100;  S.  Anderson,  £60,  (and  £60  more  if  reanired);  a 
Friend,  £60;  Anonymous,  £100;  J.  Fothergill,  Esq.,  £60;  N.  Bartfand,  Esq., 
£26 ;  Mrs.  Tatham  (widow  of  the  late  rector  of  Lincoln  CoJIpge,  Oxford).  £60 ; 
J.  A.  Gardner,  Esq.,  £26 ;  E.  L.  ArmiUge,  Esq  ,  £60 ;  Mrs.  Williams,  £60,  (and 
£50  mere  if  required);  Mrs.  Mitford,  £26;  Sir  Richard  Wollesley,  Bart.,£5; 
T.  Bodley,  Esq.,  £20;  J.  P.  W.  Butt,  Esq.,  £60;  Mrs.  Morgan,  £25;  Geo. 
Stokes,  Esq ,  £16.  A  snfRcient  fund  was  thus  raised  to  entitle  the  ehnrch  to  be 
placed  under  the  controul  of  tmstees,  iniitead  of  the  patronage  becoming 
alienated  to  the  crown.  The  subjoined  engravings  represent  the  exterior  and 
interior  of  this  beantifni  edifice.] 


8T.  PXTBK*8   CHURCH,  TEWKESBURY  ROAO.  ^ 

1849.  March  26.  Col.  John  Wolridge,  of  Clereland  House,  destroyed  himself 
by  jumping  into  the  Marie  Hill  pond,  deceased,  who  was  in  his  69th  year,  had 
been  in  an  unsettled  state  of  mind  for  some  time  from  the  effeets  of  a  railway 
Meident. 

1849.  Mareb27.  The  Cheltenham  JiwiVwM  sold  by  auction  to  the  pment 
proprietor,  Mr.  Alfred  Harper. 

181^..   April.    War   Medals.    The  following  officers  in  Cheltenham'  are 
mentioned  to  us  as  hanng  received  the  war  medal :  Lient.-Col.  Cnppage,  with 
seren  clasps;   Major  Bowlby,  with  five  clasps;  Capt.  Miles,  with  one  deep 
Lieut.  Dwarris,  B.N.,  with  one  clasp ;  Lieut.  Bridges,  B.N.,  with  one  dasp. 
Capt.  Lloyd,  B.N.,  of  Priory  Cottage,  in  this  town,  has  had  eonfered  spoa  UmJ 
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hf  the  Fint  Lord  of  the  Admiraltj,  one  of  the  two  good  terrioe  pensioPi  of 
£150  per  annnm.    Long  may  he  live  to  eujoy  it.    "  ExamiBer,**  April  4. 


INTEKIOK  OF  ST.  P£T£R's  CHURCH. 

1849.  April  19.  The  foandation  stone  of  the  Cheltenham  Training  College, 
laid  by  Lord  Ashley,  now  Earl  Shaftesbury.  Dr.  Hagli  McNeilie  preached  on 
the  occasion. 

1849.  May  3.  The  Board  of  Guardians,  by  a  majority  of  19  to  9,  decided 
on  remunerating  the  assistant-overseer  by  a  fixed  salary  of  £300  per  annum, 
instead  of,  as  heretofore,  paying  him  partly  by  salary  and  partly  by  poundage. 

1849.  Deoreasb  or  Marriagbs  in  Chxltxnham.  The  Registrar  General 
of  Marriages  has  perpetrated  a  sad  libel  upon  the  gallantry  of  the  beaux  of 
Cheltenham.  Rapidly  as  the  town  is  increasing  in  population,  it  would  appear 
from  the  Registrar's  returns  that  the  marriages  have  decressed  in  number,  within 
the  last  Htc  years,  in  proportion  of  137  to  96.  A  fact  not  very  creditable  to  the 
character  of  Young  Cheltenham.    "  Examiner,**  May  23. 

1849.  Msy  9.  Meeting  at  Gloucester,  conTcned  on  the  requisition  of  ownen 
and  occupiers  of  407,766  acres  of  land  in  the  county,  to  consider  **  the  present 
distressed  state  of  the  agricultural  interest  and  the  bcAt  means  to  be  adopted  for 
the  relief  thereof.** 

1849.  **  A  good  time  coming.*'  We  are  enabled  to  announce  to  the  rate- 
payers of  Cheltenham,  on  what  we  believe  to  be  pietty  good  authority,  that  two 
of  the  most  important  items  in  our  local  burdens  are  likely  to  undergo  this  year 
a  sensible  dimunition.  The  poor-rates,  which  have  been  for  the  last  year  or  two 
Ss.  in  the  pound  per  annum,  will,  we  believe,  be  reduced  to  2s.  or  2s.  6d. ; 
while  the  Commissioners  rates  will  be  also  reduced  from  16d.  in  the  pound  to 
about  lid. ;  forming  a  reduction  on  these  two  items  of  one-fourth  of  the  entirt 
amount.    **  Euuniner,*'  June  27. 
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a849.  Fish :  Saknon  has  heen  to  pleatifol  dnririg  thsipati  week,  ikA  ifuba* 
"Severn"  has  been  ticketed  at  7d-,  and  **  Irish"  at  64.  per  ab.T«**'£BaHnieK,'^ 
Jnly  ]8. 

1849.  July  CT.ISnieide  of  •CvpL  Scftert  Jc^a  Oohille,  of  2»  Paragon-ter- 
race, a^  70. 

1849.  Joly  27.  Thb  RiCKsm'  Wnx  Cause.  « Thb  week  a  jadgment 
was  dellTered  in  the  Prerogative  Court,  which  pats  an  end,  we  hope  for  ever,  to 
the  long  pending  soit,  known  as  '  the  Ricketts'  will  cause.'  Those  who  are,  for- 
tunately for  themselyes,  inexperienced  in  the  harassments  of  litigation,  know 
nothing  of  the  vast  amoont  of  wrong  and  persecution  which  may  he  ioflicted 
under  colour  of  the  law.  To  snch  it  wiR  hardly  appear  credible,  that  the  pro« 
ceedings  in  our  Police  Court  in  1842,  can  be  connected  with  a  suit  still  pending 
in  1849 ;  that  throughout  these  long  years  rnns  one  conlinuous  chain  of  events^ 
in  which  the  same  parties  have  been  tortured  \m  the  most  cunning  devices,  have 
been  subjectf^d  to  the  most  harrassing  disquiet  of  mind  and  body,  and  have  be  en. 
mulcted  in  legal  expenses  to  an  amount,  which  of  itself  swells  into  a  fortune. 
Tet  snch  is  the  case.  Though  gaining  decision  after  decision  in  their  fayoar.  the 
tame  charges  have  been  nmltipUed  in  form,  and  brought  under  the  notice  of 
Court  after  Court,  until  at  last  we  have  arriyed  at  what,  we  trust,  will  be  a  final 
decision.  It  is  some  oonsohition  to  these  parties  to  know  that  the  judge  who 
pronounced  this  decision,  also  characterised  in  severe  terms  the  nature  of  the 
proceedings  which  had  been  instituted  against  t^m.  /It  must  be  consolatory  to 
the  snryiving  members  of  this  estimable  family,  that  the  Court  had  dedared  them 
to  have  been  the  victims  of  *  perseontion*  and  *  yindictive  proceedings.'  It  roust 
be  consolatonr  to  the  respected  head  or  that  faipily,  to  hear  from  the  Court 
that  **  it  could  not  believe  for  one  moment"  the  charges  brought  against  her ; 
and  it  must  be  consolato*j  also  to  Mr.  Straford,  the  solicitor  for  the  defendants, 
to  hear  from  the  same  high  legal  authority,  that  of  the  grave  charges  brought 
against  him  that  he  had  been  *'  honourably  acquitted,"  and  that  the  other  accu- 
sations against  him  were  *  equally  unfounded.'  We  regret  that  our  experience  of 
tMe  law  <^  libel  forbids  us  to  give  a  verbatim  report  of  this  important  judgawnt, 
that  tbe  public  may  aee  in  what  indignant  laagimge  the  opinions  of  the  judgt 
were  conveyed  to  his  heaiers." — "Examiner,"  August  1st. 

1849.  August -9.  Sale  of  the  Police  Station  and  lock<-up  in  Ambrose-tftreet;. 
jdso  the  **  Public  Stocks,"  by  Mr.  Charles  Wood,  under  instructions  from  the 
Town  Commissioners. 

1849.  August.  Deaths  from  cholera  threoghout  the  counti^,  between  90O 
Md  800  a  week.  The  disease  was  for  some  weeks  at  Olonoeater  and  other 
Beighbouriiig  towns ;  bot  Cheltenham  was  again  favoured  to  escape  the  iofeolion. 
The  *<  Examino-,"  ^[waking  of  tbe  rayages  of  the  disease,  says—"  Still  our  own. 
lownha8<eacaped  the  cootaiion.  a  fact  whioh  is  singular,  and  almost  maryettML 
when  we  take  into  consideration  our  close  proxisuty  to  the  infected  plaocs,  and 
fha  rapid  and  constant  means  of  oommnnieatioo  which  const  between  us.  We 
fecar  to  this  subject,  not  as  affording  any  excuse  for  yain  boastiag,  bot  as  oat 
which  cannot  be  too  Irequeutly  impressed  upon  tbe  public  mind.  Whether  tlia 
immunity  which  we  enjoy  is  owing,  as  some  suppose,  to  onr  mineral  wateia,  or,  as 
others  allege,  to  our  excellent  sanatary  condition,  the  result  is  one  jrhich  oqeally 
oalls  for  onr  thankfulnes  and  gratitude."  The  same  pa^er  of  August  23,  say;*— 
**It  will  be  seen  that  the  cholera  has  made  its  appearance  in  the  oity  of  Bath»  and 
that  several  latal  cases  haye  occurred.  We  are  most  happy  in  being  able  to  state 
that  the  health  of  Cheltenham  continues  good.  The  number  of  deaths  itom 
itugust  1st  to  the  21st,  a  period  of  twenty  days,  is,/as  oopied  Irop  the  t>ffioilKl 
■ecfflrda,  only  twenty^seven,  and  of  tbes^  tweoty^seyen  no  less  than  tWidre  wove 
under  one  year  of  age.    This  exceedingly  low  rate  of  mortaivt^f  in  n  popidatioA 
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of  40,000  penons,  speaks  Tolames  as  to  oar  sanatary  oonditioa.**  (The  total 
btimber  of  dea^s  from  cholera  throaghout  the  eoatttty,  froai  Aog.  U  td  -27, 
beiirg  16  day^,  trere  11,695.) 

1849.  September  7.  Be^.  P.  Cldse  tetutved  tio  Oh^tenbaib  frofli  MtiuMl 
Summer  excursion.  On  his  arrival,  a  deputation  of  liis  pariiffrioi^eta  presented 
him  wyth  an  address,  and  the  san  of  ilSOO  to  dear  off  a  debt,  for  which  he  had 
become  personally  Uable,  in  reference  to  the  completion  of  the  Training  CoUege. 
In  his  sermon  on  the  following  Sunday,  at  the  Parish  Church,  the  rev.  geatleman 
alluded  to  the  exemption  of  the  town  from  the  ravages  of  the  epidemic  whtdi  was 
affectilkg  nearly  every  other  partof  Ihe  kingdom.  Some,  he  «aid,  attributed  the 
exemption  of  uheltenhtim  from  the  disease  to  its  mrneral  waters ;  that  opinion 
ni^ht  be  oorrect;  but  if  it  was,  it  ought  not  to  lessea  oor  gratitude  to  that  Bivane 
Being,  who  had  cast  our  lot  in  a  place  so  peculiarly  healthy  and  exempt  frojp 
epidemic  diseases. 

1849.  September  9.  The  burials  in  Cheltenham  for  the  past  fourteen 
days  numbered  only  15,  of  which  5  were  of  infants.  In  the  followinj^ 
•even  days,  there  were  only  8  burials,  5  of  which  were  of  iu|knts,  undet  two  yeiari* 
old. 

1849.  September  25.  Observed  as  a  day  of  National  humiliation  and  prayer. 
The  collections  in  the  various  churches  and  chapels  amounted  to  nearly  dS600. 
At  the  t*ari8h  Church  in  the  evening,  it  was  intended  to  sing  the  Vesper  Hym^ 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  service,  but  on  the  organist  attempting  to  perform  the 
air,  it  was  found  that  the  heat  was  so  intense  that  the  orgau  could  not  be  road^ 
to  sound.  Kot  only  .was  every  corner  mlhin  the  church  crowded  to  suffodatibd 
but  crowds  were  congregated  around  the  doors  and  windows.  The  other  churchea 
and  chapels  were  almost  equally  crowded. 

1849.  September  29.  The  Queen  and  Royal  family  passed  the  Cheltenham 
station  at  Lansdown  on  their  way  f  om  Scotland.  The  school  children,  to  the 
number  of  5,000,  were  drawn  up  along  the  line,  and  tens  of  thousands  of  people 
thronged  the  enbankments.  Tne  Eoyal  travellers  acknowledged  the  plaudits  of 
the  multitude  as  the  train  swept  by. 

1849.  October  3.  The  copyright  of  the  Ctiellenham  Chronicle  offered  for  ^Hlt 
by  auction.  There  was  no  bona  Me  bidding  and  the  **  lot  *'  was  bought  in  ibr 
£120. 

1849.  October  17-  The  **  Examiner,"  of  this  date,  notices  that  Mr.  Peariou 
Thompson,  for  many  years  proprietor  of  the  Montpellier  and  Lansdown  6stat(^ 
had  during  the  past  week,  emigrated  to  Australia. 

1849.  November.  Mr.  Cseasey  publisnes  his  report,  recommending  the 
abolition  o^  the  then  self-elected  Board  of  Commissioners,  in  ftivonr  «ff  a  Board 
with  enlarged  powers,  elected  by  the  ratepayers. 

1849.  November.  The  Registrar  Generars  report  of  the  mortality  Uk  the 
September  quarters  for  the  years  1845-6-7-8-9,  8>M>w  that  out  of  every  10,000 
inhabitants,  there  died— at  Bristc^,  390;  at  Clifton,  362;  at  Stroad,  235;  and  at 
Cheltenham,  only  206. 

1849.  November  15.  Bay  of  National  thanksgiving -on  the  disappear aaoe  of 
the  cholera;  the  contributions  of  the  Cheltenham  congregations  towards 
Various  ben6VoIedt  objects  lifnountfed  to  £600. 

1849.  November  17.  Ptesentatic^n  of  a  handvome  service  of  pkte  to  Ciipi. 
Litchfield,  R.A.,  for  his  services  during  nine  years  is  hon.  aecretaiy  of 
Cheltenham  College. 

1849.  December  24.  On  Christmas  Eve,  Ladv  Pfnta  vai  hur&ed  to  dtetk 
at  her  residence.  Promenade.  Deceased  was  suffering  fh)itt  an  Mddent  sh^ 
sustained  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  while  6ittin^  by  her  drawing  room  fire,  hei*  muslitt 
dress  ignited,  abd  sl^e  was  so  shocklingly  burnt  that  death  eusned  itt  a  f6#  hotirs. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


684  HI8T0BT    OF  OHBLTINHAM. 

1850.  JftiuiaTy.  TheTovnCommitsionenpablithastatementof  iOpagetasa 
reply  to  certain  itatistict  in  Mr.  Creaty's  report.  This  **  ftatement"  gives  the 
fbllowingas  the  oomparatiTe  rate  of  mortality  in  Cheltenham  and  neighbonring 
towns.    The  following  is  an  extract : — 

Deaths  in  1846.  Deaths  in  1840. 

Cheltenham 1  in  58}  ,..,..  1  in  61 

Clifton I  in  44| 1  in  20* 

Bristol      « 1  in  41f 1  in  18 

Strond 1  in  51$ 1  j 

*  The  large  per  oentage  of  deaths  in  Clifton  and  Bristol  in  the  latter  year  was 
earned  by  cholera,  from  which  Cheltenham  was  exempt. 

1850.  January  8.  Mr.  J.  Francillon,  Connty  Conrt  Judge,  appointed  chair- 
man over  the  second  coart  for  criminal  business  at  Quarter  ^sions. 

1850.  Janaary  22.  Public  meeting  at  the  Town  Hall,  to  hear  statements 
from  the  Revs.  Everett,  Dunn,  and  (iriffiths,  the  expelled  Wesleyan  preachers, 
whose  cases  caused  much  sympathy  throughout  the  country  among  the  friends  of 
religious  liberty.  '  Resolutions  of  sympathy  were  moved  and  supported  by  Messrs. 
Moody  Bell,  John  Lane,  Humphris,  Fry,  NichoUs,  Mark  Lane,  and  James 
Russell,  and  adopted  by  the  meeting,  with  only  one  dissentient. 

1850.  February  7.  Sudden  death  from  disease  of  the  heart,  of  R.  C.  Sher- 
wood, l£sq.,  of  4,  Suffolk  Lawn,  aged  70  years. 

1850.  February  7>  fearful  storm  in  Cheltenham,  durine  which  one  of  the 
tnrretts  on  the  tower  of  Christ  Church  was  blown  down,  and  in  many  cases  the 
windows  in  exposed  situations  were  blown  en  tnaste  into  the  drawing-rooms.  A 
range  of  green-houses  at  Evans's  (now  Burgess)  Nurseries,  on  the  London-road| 
were  blown  down. 

1850.  February.  Health  or  CHSLTSNHiM.  The  official  returns  of  the 
Registrar-General  for  the  summer  and  winter  quarters  of  1849  furnish  the  fol- 
lowing important  results.  The  number  of  deaths  in  Cheltenham  out  of  every 
10,000  inhabitants  is  materially  less  than  the  number  occurring  in  the  whole 
connty,  or  in  any  one  of  its  rivals,  the  fashionable  watering-places  of  the  kingdom 
•^proving  incontestibly  that  the  town  is,  as  it  has  always  been  represented  to  be, 
among  the  most  healthy  in  the  whole  kingdom.  During  the  half-year  ending 
December  81,  1849,  the  number  of  deaths  oat  of  every  10,000  inhabitants  have 
been  as  under:— 

In  Cheltenham     .    .  to  every  10,000  persons  ...  94    deaths. 

In  Brighton     ...  to  every  10,000  persons  .    .    .  180    deaths. 

In  Clifton    ....  to  every  10,000  persons  .    .    .  199i  deaths. 

In  Bath to  every  10,000  persons  .    .    .  119}  deaths. 

In  Scarborough    •    .  to  every  10,000  persons  .    .    .  124|  deaths. 

In  Gloucester  ...  to  every  10,000  persons  ...  128    deaths. 

In  Bristol    ....  to  every  10,000  persons  .    .    .  215    deaths. 

Comparing  Cheltenham  with  the  average  mortality  in  the  whole  county  of  Glou- 
cester, the  result  is  equally  favourable — Cheltenham  being  only  94  in  10,000, 
while  Gloucestershire  IS  182^  in  10,000.  Devonshire,  again,  which  is  a  favourite 
resort  with  tourists,  lost  143  persons  out  of  every  10,000  during  the  past  half- 
year,  while  Cheltenham  lost  only  94.  With  regard  to  epidemic  diseases,  the  most 
eminent  medical  men,  of  SO  and  40  years'  standing,  have  certified  to  the  Board 
of  Health  that  fatal  epidemics  are  extremely  rare  in  Cheltenham,  and  that  typhus 
fever,  that  fatal  scourge  of  other  towns,  is  almost  nnknown.— -''Examiner,'* 
Feb  .  13.    [l*he  same  paper  contained  letters  from  Dr.  Gibney,  Mr«  Charlti 
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fowler,  Mr.  T.J.Cottle,  Mr.  C.  J.  Hawkins,  and  Mr.  D.  Hartley,  all  bearing 
teatirooiiy  to  the  freedem  of  the  town  from  diseases  of  an  epidemic  nature] 

1850.  Febmary.  'Road  from  Bath  Road  to  the  new  Hospital  improved  and 
widened,  the  fnnds  being  mised  by  private  subscription. 

1860.  February  22.  Sudden  death  of  Mr.  John  Smith  Keviere,  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  respected  tradesmen  of  the  town. 

1850.  February.  No^tiations  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  the  dispute  as 
to  Local  Government.  Messrs.  G.  E.  Williams,  G.  A.  Williams,  J.  A.  Gardner, 
and  William  Ridler  proceeded  to  London,  and  had  an  intervi<^  with  Lord 
Carlisle  with  a  view  to  the  introduction  of  the  Public  Heslth  Act,  wtth  certain 
modifications  required  by  the  peculiar  conditions  of  Cheltenham. 

1850.  March  14>.  Public  meeting  in  favour  of  the  proposed  Internationsl 
Exhibition  of  1851,  Lord  Fitzliardiuge  in  ihe  chair.  The  Rev.  F.  Close,  Mr. 
Grenville  Berkeley,  and  others,  addressed  the  meeting,  and  at  its  conclusion  a 
subscription  list  was  opened.  Lord  Fitzhardinge  putting  down  his  name  for  a 
donation  of  £50. 

1850.  April  10,  A  batch  of  emigrants,  240  in  number,  sent  out  by  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  left  Cheltenham  for  Gloucester,  where  they  took  ship,  per 
**  Corsair,"  for  their  destination.  [In  connection  with  the  schemes  of  emigration, 
set  on  foot  in  this  year,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  Mr.  John  Russell  collected  a 
large  amount  in  subscriptions,  to  be  deyoted  partly  to  assist  in  paying  the 
passage  money  of  poor  emigrants,  and  partly  in  providing  them  with  clothing  and 
other  comforts  during  the  voyage.  So  successful  was  Mr.  Russell's  appeal,  that 
a  number  of  his  fellow  townsmen  entertained  him  to  a  supper,  at  the  Rose  and 
Crown  Inn,— Mr.  Caldicott,  chairman,  and  Mr.  Howlett,  vice-chairman, — and  in 
the  course  of  the  evening  he  was  presanted  with  a  handsome  gold  watch  and 
chain,  and  a  silver  tankard,  bearing  the  following  inscription — "  Presented  to 
Mr.  John  Russell,  with  a  valuable  gold  watch  and  chain,  by  his  friends,  as  a 
mark  of  their  esteem  for  his  exertions  in  the  cause  of  charity,  many  ramiliea 
having  been  enabled  to  emigrate,  and  others  rendered  prosperous,  by  his 
gratuitous  services  in  their  b«half. — Cheltenham,  June  5th,  1851.'*] 

1850.      May  17*      Mr.  Augustus  Newton  "  disbarred*'  for  unprofessional 

?racitces.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  official  notice  posted  in  the  Hall  of  the 
'emple : — **  Middle  Temple — At  a  special  Parliament,  held  by  adJQurnment  on 
the  17th  of  May,  1850— Resolved,  That  the  call  of  Augustus  Newton  be  vacated, 
and  that  he  be  disbarred  and  expelled  from  the  Socio  y." 

1850.  June.  Great  Prestbury  Footpath  Case.  A  footpath  over  Prestbniy 
Park  having  been  closed  by  the  owner  of  the  property,  a  procession,  headed  by 
the  High  Bailiff,  the  Parish  Churchwarden,  and  attended  by  Mr.  Boodle,  solicitor, 
proceeded  vi  et  armU  to  remove  the  obstruction.  The  affair  is  thus  described  in 
a  **  legend^  which  appeared  in  the  current  number  of  the  **  Cheltenham 
Examiner"  :•— *'  A  Legend  of  Prestbury  Park.— The  Battle  of  the  Footpath  I 

"  *Tis  not  for  love  of  worthless  spoil, 
In  freedom's  cause  we  fight ; 
We  battle  for  our  native  soil, 
*  May  God  defend  the  right  V'—Old  Song, 

"  Englishmen  are  proverbially  jealous  of  their  rights.  Ton  may  coax,  and 
wheedle,  and  **  blarney"  John  Bali  to  give  the  eye-teeth  ont  of  his  head,  if  yon 
choose  to  set  about  it ;  but  once  begin  to  bluster  and  bnlly  him,  or  to  interfere 
with  his  liberties,  or  to  stand  at  the  door  of  his  domicile  and  say,*  You  don't 
lodge  here,  John  I"  and  you  raise  his  dandet  in  a  moment.  At  theletst  infringe- 
Bent  of  his  privileges  he  is  the  most  pugnacious  fellow  in  existence ;  for  although 
ha  **  right"  yon  may  happen  to  interfiire  with  may  be  the  most  insignificant 
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tliuig  in  the  world,  yet  he  apfwlds  it  for  the  sake  of  the  priooiple  utoIt^  in  it, 

and  the  momeat  you  attempt  to  call  it  in  question,  he  is  ready  to  do  battle  tot  ft 
to  the  death,  for  **  his  soars  in  arms  and  eager  for  the  fray."  It  was  not  tlie 
amomtit  of  the  ship-money,  but  the  rigU  of  the  King  to  levy  it,  that  called  fortii 
a  Hampden  from  bis  priY<)cy,  and  raised  him  to  the  rank  of  one  of  the  worthies 
of  l^n^lish  history ;  it  was  not  the  amount  of  the  tea  tax,  but  the  principle  of  it, 
that  fired  the  good  people  of  Boston  with  the  spirit  of  resistance,  and  led  to  the 
foroiation  of  one  of  the  greatest  empires  of  the  world.  Therefore  we  say  tmly 
that  an  Englishman  is  proverbially  jealous  of  hie  rights.  It  is  good  to  see  that 
^is  old-fasliioned  English  feeling  is  not  extinct  amongst  us,  even  in  thesb 
degenerate  days.  Chivjilry  did  not  go  out  witli  hair-powder  and  knee  bucklei, 
nor  eowardice  come  in  with  reform  in  parliament  and  free  trade.  If  we  are  not 
Bittaken,  men  in  black  coats  and  trowsers  and  Wellington  boots  are  aa  careful  of 
their  rights — ^aye,  and  as  willing  to  defend  them,  too — as  their  forefathers  wen 
who  wore  the  antiqae  toggery  or  the  Cromwells  and  the  Stuarts.  For  instance, 
we  witnessed  the  other  day  a  sight  which  carried  us  back  in  imagination  to  the 
^orions  days  of  Hampden  and  ship-money,  and  invested  the  ba&ks  of  the  gentle 
Chdt  and  the  adjacent  hill  of  Marie  with  the  memories  and  enchantment  <^ 
classic  ground.  We  saw  a  procession  of  ^^  grave  and  potent  seignours** — 4 
Kussell,  bearing  on  his  ample  shoulders  the  chief  authority  in  his  bailiwick — a 
Basell,  wearing  round  his  neck  the  white  insignia  of  the  holy  molher  Church — a 
Boodle,  learned  in  the  law,  and  other  notable  burgesses  and  citizens,  proceeding 
forth  to  do  battle  to  a  common  enemy.  We  saw  that  the  procession  was  headed 
by  two  sturdy  yeomen,  bearing  etch  an  axe  upon  his  shoulder ;  we  saw  them 
approach  a  spot  where  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Cheltenham  had  possessed  the 
right  of  passing  and  re-passing  from  time  immemorial;  we  saw  that  some 
encroacher  on  this  right  had  raised  a  stout  barrier,  and  dug  a  deep  trench  across 
the  tine- honoured  footpath;  we  heard  a  formal  demand  made  upon  the  said 
usurper,  that  he  should  remove  aU  ^'  let  and  hindrance**  from  the  path  of  this 
besiegers,  or  otherwise  they  would,  by  mainprize  and  force  of  arms,  make  good 
their  passage  against  all  opposition ;  we  saw  that,  no  answer  being  made  to  this 
sommoiis,  the  stout  yeomen  aforesaid  did  then  and  there  proceed  to  break  down 
the  barricade,  and  fill  up  the  trench ;  and  so,  all  obstruction  being  removed,  the 
Bnssells  and  the  Hasellt,  the  Boodles,  and  the  other  burgesses  and  citizens  did 
I»aes  freelpr  over,  and  then  as  freely  depart— having  established  their  right— no 
man  making  them  afraid.  When  they  had  all  passed  aw{^,  leaving  the  two  slnr^ 
yeomen  behind  them  to  guard  the  pass,  we  could  not  help  moraliung  on  the  soenii 
we  had  witnessed,  and  we  thought  within  ourselves  what  a  noble  feeling  was  this 
Jealousy  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people ;  we  contrasted,  too,  tb^ 
modern  mode  of  asserting  such  rights  with  the  method  which  was  in  vogue  in 
by-gone  days,  and  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  a  noble  spectacle  to  see 
men  asserting  their  rights  by  resolute,  but  legal  and  peaceable  means,  when  thd 
time  had  been  that  they  mnst  have  battled  for  them  amid  bloodshed  and  rebellion. 
We  thought,  too,  how  well  the  men  whose  acts  we  have  bmn  chronicling  deserved 
the  praises  of  their  fellow-eitisens ;  how  insignificant  it  might  appear  to  some, 
this  **  pother**  about  an  obscure  footpath,  and  yet  how  important  it  was  to  the 
many  that  these  breathing-vessels  of  great  cities  should  be  preserved  to  the  nae 
and  otgayment  of  the  poor.  To  *'  pampered  luxury,*'  rolling  along  in  its  carriage, 
or  the  drowsy  sluggard  turning  on  his  bed  of  down,  the  right  to  walk  throng 
ff^estbury  Park  may  be  a  matter  of  small  concernment;  but  it  is  different witti 
men  who,  like  as,  have  a  passion  for  the  maiden  blush  of  morning,  and  who  mt^ 
be  oftea  seen  at  soeh  seasons,  and  at  this  very  spot, 

"  Brushing,  with  hasty  step,  the  devrs  awaj. 
To  neet  the  sun  upon  the  upland  lawn. 
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KM9,  at  we  tlnift  noralked,  we  Ibnnd  that  '*%h«  bMtlevif  the  footptilt%''  wtt  not 
Tet  over.  We  observed  a  hale  and  barly  basbaadmao,  with  a  posse  otf  hitid«  at 
MB  hiBCts^  come  forth  fnom  liis  hidinfip  place  to  recoaooitte.  3?iiidingtbe  besie;^ag 
TMMiy  w^thdiwwti,  they  began  to  replace,  with  inig:ht  and  nain,  the  ptostn^ 
NTtier,  fend  to  dig  aaew  the  o%i^tioas  ditch.  Jest  as  they  bad  coinpleled  lArnr 
task,  and  weve  wi{>iii|r  the  sweat  from  their  brows,  the  ttro  yeoman  aforesaid,  who 
bad  been  lying  j9dnfo#,  agaia  came  to  tbe  rescue,  and,  witib  therr  axes  and  their- 
spades,  agaia  completed  the  work  of  destraction.  The  passage  being  again  clear, 
tMy  exclaimed,  to  the  wooderiD^indignat'toQ  of  the  husbandman,  **4iiere  now, 
my  mon,  we  be  paid  for  doing  tMs  ;  aad  the  ofbener  yon  pats  it  up,  the  tiftener 
iM  ahi^  chop  it  down,  and  the  iaur.)  pay  we  shall  get;*'  and  then,  night  coming 
on,  the  b^ligerents  for  a  time  suspended  their  operations.  On  the  foltomng 
ttominfT,  we  were  sowehew  irresistibly  attracted  to  the  scene  of  action.  It  was 
tht  Sabbath,  irhen  men  rest  from  their  labonrs  ;  bat  we  observed  that  one  erer- 
Mtive  avd  hnsy  **  B  '*  was  already  sdirrrng,  and  at  the  place  before  ns.  We  saw 
him  perch  himself  upon  the  disputed  style,  so  as  to  make  good  the  **  right ' 
agiMist  all  coalers.  Anon  the  hasbandman  and  his  hinds  again  approached  tho 
«pot.  *i!\M  v^r  oa  the  stile  exclaimed,  **  I  claim  my  right  to  occupy  this  spot, 
who  dare  lay  a  finger  on  me  to  remove  me  P**  The  husbandman  lookedirresolnte ; 
again  he  piled  np  his  thorns,  and  bade  his  hinds  to  fill  the  ditch ;  but  he  dared 
pat  neither  thorn  nor  spade  on  the  spot  where  tite  speaker  sat,  or  to  lay  a  finger 
upon  his  person,  but  at  last  turned  mattering  nway.  And  I  saw  that  the  righl 
was  established,  that  the  victory  was  won ;  and  I  heard  an  '* early  bird"  piping 
.  Ibrih,  from  the  adjacent  oak  tree. 

"  Weil  done,  our  worthy  citizens. 

And  Boodle,  well  done  he ; 
And  when  he  next  chops  down  a  fence, 

May  I  be  there  to  sec  V* 

Thus  ends  the  "Le^nd."  Our  tale  has  been  chronicled  with  a  spice  of  humour, 
but  withal  in  lo  spirit  of  slight  or  derision.  It  was  a  noble  spectacle.  It  was  a 
tictory  more  worthy  of  being  recorded  than  hundreds  which  have  been  landed  in 
their  day  with  a  salvo  of  artillery.  The  actors  in  it  performed  a  deed  which  waa 
worthy  of  the  age  of  chivalry ;  they  deserve  lor  what  they  have  done  the  thanks 
of  aH,  more  especially  of  the  poor.  They  have  established  a  right  whieh  is 
especially  valuable  to  the  poor — to  those  whose  heritage  ifc  toil-^to  whom  re- 
ereation  is  a  luxury,  and  whose  only  property  in  God*8  earth  is  the  right  to  walk 
over  it,  and  to  feast  their  eyes  upon  its  beauties.  All  honour,  then,  to  the 
tancjViishers  of  Farmer  Thayer — to  the  destroyers  of  his  thorny  barriers — to  tbe 
openers  of  the  public  footway  over  Prestbury  Park!— 

**  Those  village  Hampdens,  who,  with  dauntless  breast, 

The  little  tyrants  of  their  fields  withstood  { 
While  the  vaxpopuli  roared  out,  *  Tm  blest 
If  that  there  sight  don*t  do  a  Britongood.'  ** 
Cheltenham,  June  10, 1860.  HAMFDENiivsiSi 

1860.  June  12.  Mr.  C.  H.  Hale  threw  oat  a  saggestion  in  the  **  Examiner  ^ 
for  theoreerien  of  pnbho  fountains  in  our  priacipal  thoronghfarea* 

1860.  June  20.  Monster  flower  show  at  the  Old  Walls  to  inaugurate  ik» 
management  of  Messrs.  Rowe  and  Onley,  by  whom  the  propertv  had  been  par** 
ehMd,  and  who,  after  removing  all  the  nnsighUy  bnilduigs  which  prtvionaly 
Misted,  had  just  completed  the  present  aobte  isuaic  hall  and  pump  roem  at » 
eoat  of  £6,000  or  £6,000.  The  gardeaa  themaelves  had  been  entirely  renovated 
and  re-arranged ;  and,  on  their  being  thrown  open  for  the  present  fet^  they  wer» 
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thronged  with  the  letdiog  eountj  fiuiiilies,  the  nnmbor  of  Tidton  hdng  estimated 
at  ii«arly  6,000. 

1860.  Jane.  Cheltenham  post-office  closed  on  Sandays,  in  aooordanee  with  a 
▼ote  of  the  House  of  Commooi  on  the  Sabbath  qaestion.  The  non-deliTery  of 
letters  caused  soch  a  general  outcry  that  after  a  few  weeks*  trial  the  post-ofliea 
was  again  open  for  one  deliTery  a  day.  The  annual  attempts  to  interfere  with 
the  Sunday  postal  arrangements  were  from  that  tioae  abandoned. 

1860.  July.  Strange  recognition.  Letters  have  been  receiTcd  from  Mr. 
Pearson  Thompson,  formerly  proprietor  of  the  Montpellier  Spa  and  ettats^ 
Cheltenham,  anuounoing  his  safe  arrival  in  Sydney,  m  the  capaoi^  of  an 
emigrant.  Of  course  at  such  a  distance  from  his  native  place,  Mr.  Thompson 
little  expected  to  meet  with  many  reminiscences  of  the  old  country,  and  more 
especially  of  Cheltenham ;  judge,  then,  of  his  surprise  when,  on  mounting  a 
stage  coach,  shortly  after  his  arrival,  he  was  erected  with  joyous  tones  of  recog- 
nition by  the  driver,  and  on  looking  up  he  discovered  in  the  Jehu  the  person  of 
an  old  servant,  who  had  been  in  his  employ  for  many  years  in  Cheltenham.  The 
meeting  of  master  and  man,  after  so  many  years,  at  such  a  distance  from  England, 
and  under  circumstances  so  totally  unexpected  affords  a  curious  incident  in  **  the 
chapter  of  accidents/' — **  Examiner,"  July  10. 

1850.  July.  A  man  of  property  in  the  Workhouse.  In  the  course  of  some 
discussion  before  the  Cheltenham  Guardians  on  Thursday,  it  came  out  that  one  of 
the  inmates  of  the  Workhouse  is  what  is  commonly  termed  **  a  man  ot  property." 
The  name  of  the  man  is  George  Witts,  and  it  would  appear  that  being  possessed 
of  certain  **  lauds,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,"  he  bad  been  in  the  habit  of 
leaving  the  house  regularly  every  fortnight  for  the  purpose  of  "  receiving  hit 
rents'*!  lie  alleged  that  his  property  was  heavily  mortgaged,  and  that  he  was 
willing  to  sell  all  his  interest  on  it  for  the  sum  of  £5,  but  admitted  that  he  was 
in  the  habit  of  smuggling  contraband  articles  iato  the  Workhouse,  such  as  tea. 
sugar,  and  tobacco.  He  was  told  that  if  he  would  aroid  a  prosecution,  he  had 
better  leave  the  house  instanter,  but  he  replied  that  he  should  do  nothing  of  the 
kind— he  had  a  right  to  meat,  drink,  lodging  and  washing  at  the  public  expense, 
and  he  should  maintain  his  light  against  all  the  Boards  in  the  universe.  The 
matter  was  referred  to  a  committee.— -*' Examiner,"  July  24. 

1860.  August.  Election  of  Coroner.  The  candidates  were  lir.  Scpfimos 
Pruen,  and  Mr.  Joseph  liovegrove.  The  numbers  were— Fruen,  1661 ;  Lot»> 
grove,  1666.  Mr.  S.  Pruen  ultimately  resigned  the  office  in  Mr.  Lovegrove*8  favour. 

1860.  August  7.  The  new  music  haU  at  the  Old  Wells  formally  inaugurated 
^  a  grand  concert,  at  which  Mr.  Sims  Besves,  Herr  Formes,  Miss  Catherine 
Hayes,  and  other  " stars**  of  the  first  magnitude,  appeared  before  a  Cheltenham 
audience. 

1860.  August  19.  Turning  of  first  sod  for  the  foundation  of  Dr.  Brown*i 
new  chapel  in  Winchcomb-street.  The  foundation  stone  was  laid,  September  26, 
by  Mr.  H.  O.  Wills,  of  Bristol. 

1850.  September  9.  First  dramatic  entertainment  in  the  mniic  hall.  Old 
Wells.  A  prologue  was  written  for  the  occasion  by  W.  M.  Tartt,  Esq. 
.  1860.  September  24.  Sale  of  the  Queen's  Hotel,  and  other  property,  by  Mr. 
George  Eobins.  The  highest  bid  was  £14,000,  and  it  was  bought  in  at  £18,000. 
It  was  stated  that  the  ground  on  which  the  hotel  stands  cost  £7,000,  while  the 
cost  of  the  building  itself  was  £40,000.  The  rental  actually  paid  for  it  at  one 
V  time  was  £2,100  per  annum. 

1850.  October.  Mr.  Lingwood  published  the  first  proposal  for  the  purehaie 
of  the  Clarence  Hotel,  so  that  the  whole  business  of  the  administration  of  justice 
—police  office,  barracks,  residenee  for  chief  constable,  &c.— might  be  concen- 
trated at  one  spot. 
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1850.  October  5.  Death  of  the  Bev.  J.  C.  Eggington,  of  Welliagton  Villa. 
Deceased  met  with  ao  accident  on  the  2l8t  September,  when,  in  putting  his  horst 
at  a  fence  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Andoversford,  the  animal  can^ht  his  foot  in 
the  top  stones  of  the  wall  and  ^rolled  with  his  rider  into  the  adjoining  field.  The 
injuries  received  were  of  so  serious  a  nature  as  to  cause  his  death  as  aboTe 
itated. 

1860.  October  2.  Died  at  Woodford,  near  Berkeley,  asred  93  years,  Mr. 
James  Ingram,  proprietoi  of  the  Fox  Inn,  in  that  village.  Mr.  Ingram  was  the 
last  survivor  of  the  crew  of  the  Boyal  George,  which  snnk  at  Spithead,  on  the 
19th  August,  1782.  His  escape  was  almost  miraculous.  He  was  below  at  the 
time  the  vessel  sunk,  but  was  fortunate  enough  to  get  out  at  one  of  the  port- 
boles.  As  he  was  swimming  on  shore  one  of  the  persons  who  was  on  board  at 
the  time  of  the  accident,  and  who,  like  himself,  was  struggling  for  life,  caught 
hold  of  one  of  his  feet  and  dragged  him  towards  the  bottom.  In  attempting  to 
free  himself  from  the  deadly  grasp  one  of  Mr.  Ingram's  shoes  came  off,  and  he 
was  by  this  means  released  from  his  perilous  situation;  the  other  shoe  he 
retained  as  a  relic  to  his  dying  day.  Before  reaching  shore  he  saw  a  woman 
bnifeting  with  the  waves,  and  being  an  expert  swimmer  he  brought  her  safely 
to  Utad  with  him.  Mr.  Ingram  had  seen  a  great  deal  of  service,  having  been  at 
the  siege  of  Gibraltor,  when  it  was  attacked  by  the  combined  fleets  of  France  and 
Spain,  and  also  in  many  other  actions.  His  sight  and  health  were  remarkably 
good  up  to  vrithin  a  ver^  short  time  of  his  death.  The  writer  of  thi&  saw  him  a 
Tery  little  while  ago  shaving  himi elf  before  a  looking  glass  in  his  tap~room, 
without  the  aid  of  spectacles.  Deceased  was  well  known  to  the  travellers  by  the 
old  coach  road  from  Gloucester  to  Bristol,  as  the  coachmen  used  generally  to  pull 
up  to  allow  their  passengers  to  see  the  veteran  whose  life  had  been  marked  by  so 
miraculous  an  incident.    "  Examiner,"  October  9. 

1850.  October.  The  Great  Western  Railway  having  announced  Sunday 
excursion  trains  along  their  lines,  and  to  Cheltenham,  a  public  meeting  was 
oonvened  by  the  clerity,at  which  addresses  were  delivered  against  the  innovation. 

1850.  October  29.  Miss  Fanny  Kerable  commenced  a  series  of  Shakespearian 
readings  at  the  Assembly  Booms.  The  Rev.  F.  Close  in  the  same  week  gave  a 
lecture  on  **The  Tendencies  of  the  Stage,  Religions  and  Moral,**  in  which  he 
■tronf^y  objected  to  all  dramatic  representations.  Miss  Eemble,  however,  was 
honoured  by  a  brilliant  audience,  among  whom  the  fallowing  names  were  enume- 
rated as  having  been  present :— Lord  Northwick,  Captain  Bnshout.  Mr.  Quintin 
Dick,  M.P..  Sir  Geoi^e  and  Lady  Pocock,  Ladv  and  Miss  Vane,  Mr.  Fortescue, 
the  Misses  Eagar  and  party.  Hon.  G.  J.  Irby  and  Miss  Irby,  Major-Gen.  Wunlfe 
and  party,  Mrs.  Collett,  the  Misses  Blakeney,  Mrs.  Bycroft  Best  and  family. 
Colonel  and  Mrs.  Stirling  Glover,  Mr.  Hallewell  and  family,  Mrs.  Dolbell  and 
perhr,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  r.  Price,  Mr.  Ansley  Robinson,  Dr.  Acworth  and  party, 
the  Bev.  Mr.  Bashdall  and  Mrs.  Bashdall,  Bev.  John  Edwards  and  party,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Waddingham,  Captain  and  Mrs.  Wilioughby,  Mrs.  Butler  and  party,  Mrs. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graves  and  party,  Mrs.  Major  Brown  and  party,  Mrs.  Duff  and 
mrty,  Mrs.  Major  Brown  and  party.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Sherlock  Willis  and  party,  Mr. 
W .  M.  Tartt,  Bsn  ,  &e.  ftc.    **  Examiner,"  October  28. 

1850.  November  1.  Meeting  at  the  Assembly  Booms  to  protest  against  the 
lato  proceedings  of  Mr.  Praen's  supporters  in  the  election  of  coroner.  Lord 
Bedcidale  in  the  chair.  On  the  11th,  a  connter  meeting  of  Mr.  Pmen's  friends 
was  held,  Mr.  Orenville  Berkeley,  M.P.,  in  the  chsir.  In  reference  to  this 
eontroversy,  Mr.  Peter  Vines,  the  Liberal  Factotum,  displayed  at  Mr.  Praen's 
aieeting,  a  monster  key  of  10  pounds  weight !  The  **  Examiner  **  of  the  following 
week,  lays  that  this  must  be  the  key  of  the  consciences  of  the  200  voters  who 
fuUfled  for  *'  21,  Begeat-street^**  and  suggested  that  **  should  the  newly-eleeted 
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coroxtec  hpld  biflowo,  aod  the  Begemt^tr«ejt;fre9bo)4on  maintcini  tMr^otaB^  tbe 
Idy  shojold  be  kept  brkbtr^brigbtM  theie  own  cuiiseie«eeer'-*«nd  forn.  ia  futon* «. 
conspicuous  object  in  all  local  proQeastOAS.  Sbould  tbe  BegenMtceet  freeboUwn 
be>  disfranchised,  the  key  night  be  eooTecti&d  lato  medals,  whiiBh  eaoh  night 
wear  in  fatore  in  token  of  his  patriotie  exertioois." 

1850.  November  11.  Great  meeting  at  the  Town  Hall,,  to  protest  agaiiul 
*'  Papal  Aggiession,"  aai  preteat  a  lo}(al  addfesa  to  her  ijfJajesiQr  on  the  late 
appointment  of  Roman  Catholic  I^hops.  Hr,  Grenville  Berkeley,  ^t.  Oma, 
m.  J.  A.  Gardoer,  Mq.  Tartt,  Eev.  A.  Ba^dv  tbe  fief.  J^  £.  Bloomfield.  (Ba»tiis()» 
tffid,  Capt.  Bobertson,  were  among  tlw  speakers. 

1850.  Novei]iber  21.  Aa  attempt  to  bum  in  effigy  the  ?ope  and  Ca«diii«l» 
stopped  by  tbe  police,  actiAg  undec  the  orders  of  tbe  a)agi8taat(eBt,  Th*  eflOgiM 
were  exhibited  in  the  shop  of  Mi*  Hard  wick,  tailor,  and  sevend  tons  of  coat  and 
loads  of  fagots  had  been  proTidfidfoc  the  auia  da  fa.  The  exeitement  wa»«Q 
great,  that  in  the  coarse  of  the  afternooai,,  a  "  notioe  "  waa  issued,  torbiddiAiMS  thr 
exhibitioa,  and  signed  by  the  followiag  magistrates:  Messrs.  Pilkingtoo,  QtjAm 
Hallewell,  Har^rd,  ajia  Henney*  la  the  evening,  tbe  orowd>  becamat  K'^'Mitly 
excited,  aod  on  a  cry  being  raised  "  to  tha  (Mbolio  ChapeU**  that  bmldaag  wm 
at  once  attacked,  the  iron  railings  in  front  of  it  torn  op,  and  tbe  bniMiag  iteeliC 
attempted  to  be  set  on  fire.  Tha  mob,  in  their  fjury,  broke  open  the  pceniaeaoC 
sjeveral  Roman  Cathalic  tradesmen,.  an4  took  away  their  shiijtteis  aiwl  the  book* 
ont  of  their  shops  to  help  to  make  the  bonfire.  It  was  with  gDsat  difficulty  tha 
police  succeeded  in  quelling  the  disturbance*  and  on.  the  foUowiog  ^  8e?«ial 
Anndred  special  constables  weiii  sworn  i%  to  assist  the  force  in  prev«ii|iiag  ft 
necurrence  of  the  outrage. 

1850.  December.  The  Che]itenhaai<  anti-papal  address^  w^h  4i,009  a^gp)atftret» 
presented  to  the  Qneen,  b>  Sir  George  Grey,  who  stated  in  &  letjter  <n»  Mj^ 
Grenville  Berkeley,  that  *^her  Majesty  was  pleased  to  neceiw  the  same  vaiy 
graciously  " 

1850 .  December.  Tbe  Cbsltbnaam  Eiri&z  BoitMiNa  ajbio  tbs  Fasisuuv 
PtLESS.  Saint  Hajedwick,.  qjs  Cn&htitsuJ^'  A  correapoAdent  aigmog  huMelf 
** Henry  Cole,"  and  dating  "Paris,  Nov.  30,*' gives  ns  an  amii8iiig> instaooe o£ 
the  absurd  errors  fallen  into  by  the  Parisian  jonr«oalistsa3.to"theinaBiiers.aiid 
customs  ef  tbe  £aglish."  He  says,,  *'  Yonr  goings,  on  in  QbeiUeohftm  ha«» 
furnished  a  copious  theme  for  comment  in  the  French  papers^,  some  o£  whkh 
[$)iow  bow  error  may  undesignedly  creap  into  a  narrative  of  facts,  aad  what  Ultif; 
reliance  there  is  to  be  placed  in  the  accuracy  of  even  coiUempopary  hiatocy.*^ 
Ifor  iostapce  he  says,  '*  Ail  the  journals  (in  commentinj;  upon  the  distucbaoiaes  in, 
Cheltenham)  assume  that  Mx.  Hardwick  is  a  CathoUc  ;  one  aim^  relates.hev 
the  mob  smashed  the  windows  of  *  a  Catholic  tailor.'  AnoUier  is  a^iMlaiiaat^ 
that  a  Catholic  cannot  be  allowed  with  impunity  to  have  the  efllgy  of  hilspriflMk 
bishop  in  his  shop;  while  the  sympathy  of  tha  'ConstittntioBiiel*  for,  M&, 
Hardwick  is  awakened  tasnchan  extent  tliat  it  would  not  much,  aorprisOiBMrif  aif. 
order  should  be  sent  to  him  to  apparel  t  le  whole  literary  staff  o£  that  joitmai.  3aft 
uq!  soap,  shaving,  and  good  broad  oloth  afe  not  compatible  with  geniaa  ii»  tbii 
latitude.  I  know  but  little  of  papistical  UleraUire,  butone  c^»uot  help,  «04a|^ 
bare  and  there,  prominently  dispkyedin  the  shops,.*  acpounts  of  the  sudferingMlid 
persecutions  of  the  Catholics  in  England,'  and  a  rather  formidable  army  of  i»mm. 
of  those  Englishmen  who  have- joined  *  the  noble  arn^  of  mArtyra.f  I  hsM  ttilli 
the  slightest  doubt  but  that  after  the!  laipse  of  a  4ew  years,  Mr.  Hardwiifk.  it 
destined  to  have  his  name  enshrined  in  the  mustier  roll  of  martyrs  and  eoftfjfiMinii 
and  perhaps  his  descendant^  may  some  day  be  amused  tp  iftd,  in  tcacing  haak  tbuNi 
pedigree,  that  their  peogenitor  waa  a  Saiut  flardwitk^**  la  refeienoejto  the  Mk 
of  Mov.  6«  our  correspondent  a4d|^  '*  U  i/i.  hardly  WA«thwh*U  for  me  t9r«akjl;iii|i 
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serious  remiM'Ics  on  the  aeioal  oecarreiices  of  that  riotous  daj.  Yeiy  good 
Protestantism  was  dispkyed,  no  donbl — ^bat  where  was  the  ChriiUainity  P  One 
^inks  that  the  dvTil  must  haTe  been  hugely  diverted.    **  Ezamkier,*'  Dvc.  4 

1851.  Jairaary  U.  in  a  letter  to  the  "  £zimiii«r  "  of  this  date,  Mr.  Janca 
Boodle  SQggested  that  the  taro  toll*gates  then  standing  at  Laiksdo#Q  Castle  shoald 
]^  renjoTed  beyond  the  entrance  to  Hatherly  lane,  on  the  Gloncester-road.  Thiai 
he  said,  wonM  give  to  visitors  an  extra  free  drive  of  10  or  12  miles  roand  the 
mo6t  beantifa)  parts  of  the  town.  Thie  saggestioa  was  carried  out  a  few  months 
later ;  a  daase  being  inserted  in  the  New  Turnpike  Aet  for  the  re&oval  of  the 
pike  to  the  spot  indicated. 

1861.  Februarys.  Ck)nolusion  of  arbitration,  before  Mr.  O.  £.  Williama,  aa 
to  certain  charges  brought  agaiust  the  bailder  and  contractor  of  the  new  Uaioa 
Workhouse.  The  result  was  that  the  ratepayers  were  called  upon  to  pay  il284 
148.  2d.  as  costs  of  the  award,  and  J61,166  Ts.  lid.  the  costs  of  the  arbitration. 

1851.  February  11.  Died,  at  her  residence,  1,  Belle  Vue  Buildinga,  aged  78^ 
Miss  Jane  Cooke,  one  of  the  moet  liberal  oontribntors  to  our  local  charities.  ]^ 
her  will  she  left  the  following  legacies : — ^To  the  Operative  Jewish  Converta* 
Institution,  £1,000 ;  Episcopal  Jews'  Chapel  Abrahamic  Society,  £2  000 ; 
Trinitarian  Bible  Society,  £2,000;  Church  Miwionary  Society,  £5,000 ;  Britiah 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  £5,000;  Malla  Protestant  College,  £1,000;  Edin- 
hargh  Bible  Sooiety,  £1,000;  Irish  Society  of  London  for  the  Dtstribut'Ou  of 
Bibles,  ftc.,  £1,000.  The  remainder  ef  her  property  she  left  towards  the  general 
pQvposes  of  the  Society  for  Proieoting  Christianity  among  the  Jews. 

1851.  March  6.  Thomas  Pilkingtoo,  £sq.,  unanimously  elected  to  the  Chair- 
manship of  the  Cheltenham  Bench  of  Magistrates. 

1851.    Maioh.    New  south  porch  at  the  Parish  Church  completed. 

1851.  March  4.  Amusing  emttele  at  Cheli^iham  College.  The  man  who 
was  privileged  to  sell  pan-eakes  to  the  students  on  Shrove  IHiesday,  not  giving 
aatisfaction  in  tba  quality  of  his  edibles,  a  norober  of  his  customers  invaded  hia 
ataH  and  amused  themselves  for  some  time  by  pelting  the  vendor  with  his  owk 
van-cakes.  The  affair  w  as  at  one  time  likely  to  be  brought  before  the  magistrates, 
hut  it  waa  ultimately  arranged  "  out  of  court." 

1351.  March.  The  legal  proceedings  in  the  case  of  **  The  Queen  v.  Tbeyer,** 
in  reference  to  the  Prestbury  footpath  case,  amicably  terminated  on  terms  which 
aeenre  for  evsr  the  right  of  the  public  over  the  footpaths  in  Prestbury  Park. 

1861.  April  22.  Proceedioga  baring  been  lately  taken  against  a  narober  of 
Dissenters  for  non-payment  of  ehnreh-ratea,  at  a  vestry  meeting,  held  this  day, 
the  Rev.  F.  Close  expressed  the  gre<it  grief  which  these  dissentions  caused  him, 
and  a  reooiittradatiun  to  the  Churchwardens  to  endeavour  to  raise  the  amount 
fequired  by  voluntary  contributions  was  cordially  adopted. 

1851.  The  ChcLtenham  Improvement  Bill  in  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons^  Lord ChaAdos  chairman.  After  several  days  hearing  the  opposition 
was  narrowed  to  tii*  single  point  of  having  the  members  of  the  Board,  for  the 
iSrst  year,  nf  iminated  in  the  Bill,  instead  of  being  elected  by  the  rate-payers.  The 
promotera  of  the  Bill  ultimately  gnve  way  upon  this  point,  and  their  decision  waa 
confirmed  by  a  public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants. 

1851.  June.  A^iplication  by  the  parties  to  a  case  in  the  Police  Court,  thit 
the  enquiry  might  be  conducted  with  closed  doors.  The  Magistrates,  Messrs. 
Pilkington,  Schonswar,  and  Skillicorne,  refused  to  accede  to  the  application,  the 
Cheltenham  Bench  having  always  conducted  all  enquiries  brought  before  them  in 
the  face  of  the  public. 

1851.  Jane  20.  At  a  vestry  meeting  this  day,  a  final  compromise  was  eoaie 
to  on  the  sul^ect  of  Church-rates.  The  meeting  was  opened  by  the  Rev.  F.  Close, 
who  occupied  the  ehui,  and  who  declared,  that  seeing  the  neceasitj  there  waa  for 
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a  noioa  between  all  denominatioBs  of  Protestants,  and  seeing  how  nncili  tliat 
nnion  was  retarded  by  dissentions  on  the  subject  of  Chnrch-rates,  he  had  come 
forward  of  his  own  motion  to  propose  a  plan,  whereby  those  dissentions  might  be 
pnt  an  end  to.  He  woold,  therefore,  propose  to  strike  out  of  the  Churchwardens 
estimate,  and  to  raise  by  voluntary  contribution,  the  whole  of  the  expenses  eon* 
nected  with  the  performance  of  divine  worship,  and  call  upon  the  rate-payers  to 
provide  only  for  the  neccKsary  repairs  to  the  fabric  of  the  church,  the  repair  and 
serping  in  order  of  the  c^nrch-yard,  the  repair  of  the  public  clock,  and  other 
expeniies  of  the  same  public  na'ure.  He  declared  that  he  made  tliis  proposition 
solely  for  the  sake  of  restoring  peace  and  good  feeling  in  the  p  irish  ;  he  pledged 
himself,  if  this  offer  was  accepted,  that  the  same  ahould  be  done  every  year,  and  he 
•aid  he  longed  heartily  for  the  time  when  the  legivluture  should  pnt  an  end  to 
church-rates  altogether.  [Mr.  Pruen,  Mr.  Dartnell,  Mr  Boodle,  and  Mr.  Weaver, 
a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  expressed  themselves  in  high  terms  of  ap- 
proval at  Mr.  Close's  conduct.  A  rate  uf  l^d.  in  the  pound  was  nnanimously 
granted,  and  the  proceedings  terminated  amid  universal  expressions  of  cordiality 
and  good  will.  On  the  following  Sunday  Mr.  Close  preached  a  oonciliiftory 
sermon  on  the  subject  at  the  parish  Church,  the  text  being  **If  it  be  possible,  ai 
much  as  lieth  in  you,  live  peaceabiy  with  all  men.*'] 

1861.  June  27.  Died  at  Cheltenham,  James  Hastings,  known  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood  as  "  Hunting  Jim,'*  and  to  the  readers  of  BtlVtLifs  as  **  The  Flying 
Tailor,**  Many  years  ago,  on  Lord  Fitxliardinge  commencing  to  hnnt  the 
Cheltenham  coantry.  ^*  Jim**  became  enamoured  of  the  sport,  and  thenceforward 
"was  a  regular  aitoehe  to  his  lord8hip*s  establishment.  He  always  went  on  foot^ 
and  invariably  refused  a  **  mount;**  and  with  stick  in  one  baud  and  the  otbcar 
hand  in  his  trowser's  pocket  he  would  "  top'*  the  highest  fence,  and  be  in  at  tht 
death  after  the  hardcht  run.  The  **  K.xaminer,"  in  describing  his  career,  says:— 
''It  was  a  common  occurrence  with  him  to  walk  from  Cheltenham  to  Berkeley, 
— 25  miles— from  thence  to  the  meet,  to  follow  the  houuds  all  day,  be  in  at  the 
death,  and  walk  back  to  Cheltenham  the  same  night !  Another  of  his  feats  was 
still  more  wonderful.  The  meet  being  at  Broadway,  **Jim"  got  op  eady 
in  the  morning,  walked  from  Cheltenham  to  Broadway,  16  miles,  thence 
to  the  cover  side,  8  miles,  ran  with  the  hounds  all  day,  and  was  in  at  the 
death,  at  Fairford,  12  miles,  back  to  Broadway,  20  miles,  and  thence  to 
Cheltenham,  16  miles ;  hut  as  though  this  was  not  sufficient,  *  Jim'  again  joined  a 
badger  hunting  party  to  Queen  and  West  Wood,  at  least  12  miles  mor^  tn«lfiny 
tbe  distance  accomplished,  between  sunrise  and  sunrise,  8i  miles  I*' 

1861.  July  17.  The  Town  Bill  thrown  out  by  Lord  Abinger*s  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Lords.  The  Bill  was  considered  as  practically  unopposed ;  but  at 
the  last  moment  the  Board  of  Heath  sent  an  intimation  to  the  committee  that  tiie 
Bill  authorised  the  purchase  of  the  sewers  for  £12,600  (or  £^000  more  than  the 
Board  coubidered  them  worth),  and  the  committee  io  the  most  peremptory 
manner  threw  out  the  bill  without  entering  into  any  explanation. 

1861.  August  12.  At  the  assizes  at  Gloucester,  the  case  "  the  Queen  pwnu 
Pruen'*  was  amicably  settled,— the  terms  being  that  Mr.  Pruen  should  resign  the 
coronership  in  Mr.  Lovegrove*s  favour,  Mr.  Lovegrove  binding  himself  not  to 
take  any  legal  proceedings  against  the  Kegent-street  voters,  or  any  other  parties 
mixed  up  in  the  proceedings. 

186 1 .  September  2.  Fresh  election  for  County  Coroner  at  the  Town  HaQ.  Mr. 
Lovegrove  was  proposed  by  Lord  B^desdale,  seconded  by  Major  Kennedy,  and 
there  being  no  other  candidate  proposed,  the  election  was  unanimous. 

1861.  September  14.  Parish  Church  opened  for  the  first  time  after  extensive 
alterations  and  completion  of  new  gallery  over  the  north  poreb. 
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18(1.  Jaly  8.  ExtraoWliiKrry  accidetit  on  the  Great  Western  Railway.  An 
fetcarsioQ  traib  fW>iQ  Cheltenham  to  Loodoa  was  ascending  the  steep  incUne  np 
the  Strood  iralley,  and  when  in  the  mi<ldle  of  the  Sulperton  tonnel,  the  coapling 
hons  gave  way,  and  a  namher  of  the  oarriayres,  freed  from  tlie  first  portion  of  the 
train,  commenced  running  backwHrds  down  the  incline.  Fortunately,  the  mail 
train  was  ascending  on  the  saone  line  of  rails,  and  the  driver  (WTilkinson)  seeinr 
the  rnnaway  oirri^ges  coming  towards  him,  at  once,  with  great  presence  of  minc^ 
cdibmenced  backing  his  own  engine,  and  8lowin<i:  descending,  allowed  the  carriages 
to  cushion  bafely  aseainst  his  engine,  and  so  saved  the  excurnion  passengers  from 
imminent  peril.  The  '*  EiCamiuer*'  of  the  followinjc  wenk  suggested  that  some 
snbatautial  acknowledgement  shoalJ  be  mnde  to  Mr.  Wilkinson,  >ind  the  hint 
being  taken,  a  subsoripiibn  was  entered  into,  and  th*^  proceeds,  about  £20,  was 
ikurested  in  a  hand;iome  gold  watch,  which  was  presented  to  him  as  a  slight 
memento  of  the  public  appreciation  of  his  coolness  and  intrepidity  in  a  moment 
6t  Kreat  danger. 

1851.  October  1.  Hurricane  in  Cheltenham.  On  Wedneaday,  this  neigh- 
bourhood  was  visited  by  a  storm  of  wind,  which,  at  one  time,  was  more  severie 
than  any  we  have  witnessed  here  for  ruHny  years.  The  avenue  at  the  Old  Wella 
pnnented  the  appearance  of  a  perfect  wreck,  the  space  between  the  rows  of  treea 
being  almost  blocked  np  with  the  fallen  branches,  while  the  pleasure  grounds 
were  completely  ittrewn  with  smaller  fragments.  Durinsc  the  same  storm,  one  of 
the  targe  b6u{(hs  of  Maud's  £lin  Was  bio v%n down,  a  chimney  at  the  Qas-workt 
waa  blown  through  the  roof  of  the  building,  and  the  lead  at  the  Railway  Station 
■tripped  off  like  so  mjch  brown  paper.  The  storm  was,  however,  very  partial, 
M  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  while  some  of  the  trees  in  Jessop*s  gardens  were 
completely  stripped  of  their  fruit,  others  which  stood  next  to  them  escaped 
uninjured  ;  in  one  case,  the  whole  of  the  fruit  on  one  side  of  a  tree  was  swept 
•way,  wttile  that  growmg  on  the  other  side  was  untouched.  This  hurricane 
appears  to  have  been  a  part  of  the  same  storm  wli  ch  has  strewn  our  sea  board 
with  wrecks,  and  causei  the  loss  of  a  great  many  lives.    "  Examiner,^*  Oct.  8. 

186 1.  October  2.  Death  of  Dr.  Baron,  M.D.,  F.E.S.,  the  intimate  friend  and 
biographer  of  Jenner,  aged  66. 

1851.  Octuber.  Resignation  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Cox,  clerk  to  the  old  commis- 
iianera,  and  election  of  Mr.  Gwinnett  to  the  office.  On  the  2'ind,  a  publio 
tteeting  decided,  that  in  an  application  to  parliament  next  session,  the  names  of 
the  first  cO'uniissioners  should  be  nominated  in  the  bill 

185  L.  October  28.  Lecture  on  *'  Bioomerism,*'  at  the  Assembly  Rooms. 
The  lecturar,  a  Mrs.  Wnrrinor.  announced  her  intention  of  appealing  **  to  the 
ihvea,  mothers,  and  daughters  of  England,  in  favour  of  Bloom«rism,  or  modern 
dress  reform."  She  appeared  on  the  platform  in  full  Bloomer  costume,  bat  so 
unpopular  was  the  speolacle  that  it  was  received  with  jeers  and  titters,  and  the 
majority  of  the  audience  left  the  room. 

18ol.  November  13.  Sudden  death  of  Mr.  Thomas  Uaines,  builder,  &c.,of 
Southam  Villa. 

]b51.  November  17.  Carriage  accident  to  Mrs.  Erskine,  of  F6rthalnpton« 
The  carriage  was  overturned  in  the  High  Street,  but  the  lady  was  unhurt.  The 
accident  is  worth  recording,  for  the  extraordinary  career  oi  the  runa,way  horse^ 
vrhode  coarse,  with  the  shafts  dangling  behind  him,  is  thus  described  . — "  The 
horse  continued  toplnnge  until  he  had  broken  the  carriage  in  pieces,  and  he  then 
darted  off  along  Clarence-street  with  the  siiafts  and  fore  wheels  dangling  behin^^ 
him.  On  arriving  at  the  end  of  Clarence-street,  he  turned  into  the  Promenade, 
where  he  charged  at  full  gallop  the  handsome  plate  glass  front  of  Debenham  and 
Preebody,  one  of  the  large  panes  of  which  was  shivered  into  a  thousand  frag- 
meoti.    He  tbiOi  crosied  the  Promenade  on  to  the  pavement  on  ihe  opposite  side. 
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along  ivbich  he  proceeded  as  far  as  ImperiaUsquare,  and  passing  along  the 
bottom  of  the  square  and  down  Bodney-terrace,  he  again  reached  the  High- 
street,  down  which  he  went  at  the  sanrie  fearful .  pace.  On  arriving  at  the 
comer  of  Clarence  street  where  he  originally  started  from,  he  took  the  narrow 
passage  leading  to  the  Eight  Bells ;  then  along  the  lane  by  the  churchyard  wall, 
and  through  the  arch  w»y  by  the  "Examiner"  Office,  again  emerging  into 
Imperial-circus.  Bere  he  made  a  second  dash  at  the  shop  of  Messrs.  Debenham» 
but  being  headed,  turned  to  the  right  do^n  the  Colonnade  and  again  into  the 
High-street.  This  time  he  took  the  turn  up  the  street,  towards  the  Plough 
Hotel,  still  showing  the  same  partiality  to  the  pavemeut,  along  which  he  gal- 
loped, passing  under  the  portico  of  the  George  Hotel,  and  under  the  window 
blinds  of  several  of  tie  shops,  until  he  reached  the  more  open  part  of  the  street, 
near  the  Belle  Yue  Hotel,  where  he  was  captured,  without  having  received  any 
serious  injury." 

1851.  December  9.  Enquiry  at  the  Plough  Hotel  into  the  state  of  mind  of 
J.  G.  Beavan,  Ksq.,  one  of  the  magistrates  for  this  district.  The  jury  (of  which 
Mr.  Tartt  was  foreman),  decided,  after  a  piitient  investigation,  that  the  unfor- 
tunate gentleman  had  be;nof  unsound  mind  since  the  1st  day  of  June,  1851. 

1851.  Dec.  24.  The  Cheltenham  '^Examiner''  was  enlarged  to-day  to  the 
aize  of  the  London  Times ;  the  first  eight-paged  pap^  which  appeared  in  Chelt- 
enham. 

1851.  In  the  course  of  this  year,  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  abolished  the 
ancient  lathings,  and  divided  the  town  into  Wards  which  have  since  been  adopted 

for  parochial  and  rouuicipal  purposes.  The  Wards,  which  are  five  in  number,  are 
bounded  as  follows  :  East  wPflrrf,— Korth  side  of  High-street,  from  the  London- 
road  to  PittviUe-htreet,  aloiig  Pittville-street  and  the  Evesham-road,  and 
comprising  all  property  to  the  Norih  and  North-East  of  these  lines,  including 
the  whole  of  Pittvilie  North  ^flr<?,— North -West  sides  of  Pittville-street  and 
Evesham-road,  and  North  side  of  the  High-street  from  Pittville-street  to  the 
boundaries  of  the  parish  in  the  Tewkesbury -road.  West  Wardf— South  side  of 
the  High-street  from  Tewkesbury-road  to  St.  Georges-place,  West  side  of  St, 
George*s-place,  St.  George*i«-parade,  up  BayshiU  to  Queen's-parade,  thence  to 
Old  Well  lane  and  Lan^down  or  new  Gloucester-road,  alouR  the  last  named  road 
and  old  Gloucester-road.  Middle  Ward^ — South  side  of  the  High-street  from^t. 
George' s-place  to  Budney-terrace,  along  Bodney-terrace  aAd  Trafalgar  lane  to 
Montpellier  Spa-buildings,  along  Montpellier- parade  and  Montpellier-terrace  to 
Suffolk-parade,  and  thence  along  Great  Norwoud-street  to  the  boundaries  of  the 
parish.  ,Soiith  ^arrf,— South  side  of  the  High-street  from  Bodney-terrace  to  the 
Doundaries  of  the  parish  in  the  London-road,  and  the  district,  South  and  East 
of  the  boundaries  of  the  Middle  Ward. 

1852.  January  7.  Mr.  Lingwood  published,  in  the  "Examiner,"  a  complete 
copy  ol  a  Bill,  proposed  by  him,  for  the  appointment  of  a  stipendiary  magistrate 
for  the  Borough. 

1852.  Annual  treat  to  the  scholars  of  the  Chellenham  Old  Charity  ^hooL 
A  few  years  ago  this  school,  with  a  very  few  scholars,  was  held  in  a  miserable 
loft  over  the  north  porch  of  the  Parish  Church.  Within  the  last  few  months  the 
loft  had  been  formed  into  a  gallery  for  the  accommodation  of  worshipers,  and  the 
tchool,  removed  to  new  and  commodious  buildings,  had  increased  to  160  scholars. 

1852.  Jaruary  9  Loss  of  the  Amazon^  West  India  steamer.  She  left 
Southampton  with  161  souls  on  board,  and  when  off  the  Sciliy  Islands  was  dis- 
covered to  be  on  fire.  Forty>six  persons  saved  themselves  in  the  boats,  but  the 
remaining  115  were  either  drowned  or  burned.  Among  the  sufferers  was  Mr 
Eycroft  Best,  a  gentleman  long  residing  in  Cheltenham  and  who  was  making  a 
last  visit  to  the  West  Indies  to  dispose  of  hit  property.    He  was  accompanied  by 
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an  old  and  £&ithful  Bervant,  named  Chnte,  who  shared  his  master's  ftite.  Mrs. 
Best  and  her  family,  and  poor  GImte's  wife  and  three  children,  were  in  Chelten* 
ham  when  the  news  of  the  catastrophe  arrived,  and  their  bereavement  called  forth 
an  universal  expression  of  sorrow  and  sympathy. 

1852.  .January  14.  First  appearance  in  the  ^Examiner"  of  the  series  of 
papers  known  as  *' Pulpit  Sketches'*  by  "The  Church  Goer,"  which,  while  they 
continued,  obtained  extraordinary  popularity. 

1852.  Jannary  16.  Dreadful  accident  to  Master  iindon,  only  son  of  Mr. 
Findon,  of  Prdstbary.  Deceased,  who  was  only  15  years  of  age,  was  following 
the  hounds,  snd  on  taking  a  fence  his  horse  swerved  and  threw  him  on  to  sume 
sharp  stakes  in  the  hedge,  by  which  he  received  such  serious  injuries  as  to  cause 
his  death. 

1852.  Janury  24.  Meeting  at  Hale's  Music-room  to  form  a  Cheltenham, 
company  of*  Volunteers,"  in  view  of  the  aggressive  policy  of  Louis  Napoleon. 
Mr.  Hallewell,  M.P ,  took  the  chair. 

1852.  Jannary  29.  Sir  Cornwallis  Ricketts,  Bart.,  married  to  Lady  Caroline 
Augusta  Pelhain,  sister  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

1852.  February.  J.  Webster,  Esq.,  of  Hatherley  Court,  C.  J.  Barnett,  Esq., 
and  Capt.  Frabisher,  appointed  magistrates  by  ihe  Lord  Chancellor. 

1852.  February.  E.  R.  Humphreys,  Esq.,  appointed  Head  Master  of  the 
Ghraromar  School  by  the  patrons,  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Corpus  Christ! 
College. 

1852.  February  17.  Bill  for  the  appointment  of  a  Stipendiary  Magistrate 
thrown  out  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Its  rejection  was  moved  by  Mr.  Grenvilie 
Berkeley  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Hallewell. 

1852.  March.  Cheltenham  Town  Bill  passed  through  Committee  of  the 
Commons.  A  claim  by  Mr.G.  Russell,  Mr.  Parsonage,  Mr.  W.  L.  Bain,  and  other 
officers  of  the  old  Commissioners,  for  compensation  in  losing  their  appointments, 
was  negatived  by  the  Committee. 

1852.  April  23.  Presentation  to  Earl  Fitzhardioge  at  a  public  dinner,  at  the 
Plough  Hotel,  in  recognition  of  his  liberality  in  hunting  the  Cheltenham 
4Souniry. 

1852.  Mayl.  Qrammar  School  publicly  re-opened  nnder  revised  sciieme 
aanctioned  by  the  Court  of  Chancery.  E.  R.  Humphreys,  L.L.D.,  head  master, 
H.  M.  Jeffery,  M.A.,  second  master. 

1852.  May  12.  Town  Bill  passed  through  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Lords. 

1852.  May  12.  The  *< Examiner"  of  ihis  date  states  that  "there  is  not  a 
single  able-bodied  pauper,  male  or  female,  in  the  Cheltenham  Workhous^ 
although  the  Union  comprises  Cheltenham  with  its  40,000  inhabitants,  and  13 
agricultural  parishes.  The  master  of  the  workhouse  has  fur  some  time  been 
obliged  to  employ  labourers  at  the  ordinary  wages,  to  do  the  necessary  work  about 
the  house  and  grounds,  and  which  work,  under  the  good  old  system  of  protection, 
was  invariably  done  by  the  able-bodied  paupers.  Ihe  present  inmates  of  the 
house  are  93  old  and  infirm  men  ;  105  old  and  infirm  womeo,  and  6  women  with 
illegitimate  children.  The  remainder  being  children,  and  adults  Buffering  from 
accident  or  sickness."  It  appeared  from  the  auditor's  report  that  the  expendttnra^ 
for  ihe  last  half-year  was  less  by  £1,2.56  10s,  6d.  than  that  for  the  correspouding^i 
half  of  the  year  preceding.  • 

1852.  May  26.  Die(^  at  Bideford,  in  his  75ih  year,  Dr.  Boisragon,  wha 
practised  as  a  physician  in  Cheltenham  for  40  years.  After  retiring  from  tbo 
arduous  duties  of  his  profession  he  resided  for  some  years  in  Paris,  and  waa  ob' 
terms  of  intimacy  with  Kiog  Louis  PhiUippe  ontii  the  dethronement  and  fliithi 
of  that  monarch  at  the  Revolution  of  1848. 
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1852.  June  8.  Knt  Monster  Ponltry  Show  at  Bojal  Old  WelU,  projaetad 
hj  Jfsaop  Brothers. 

1852.  June  7.  Pirst  Meeting  of  Town  Comaissioners  under  the  powers  of 
the  New  Improvenient  Act,  which  received  the  Royal  Assent  on  May  28th 
previous.  The  second  meeting  was  held  Jone  lith,  when  Mr.  6.  £.  Willie  bs 
was  elected  clerk. 

1852.  JoDC  8.  Congregational  Charch,  Winehcomh  Street,  opened  with 
sermons  hy  the  Bev.  T.  Baffles  and  Rev.  J.  Harris.  There  was  a  pnUic  dinner 
Ht  one  o*clodc  and  a  tea  party  at  four,  both  at  the  Qoeen*s  HoteL 

1862.  June  17.  At  publio  aoetion,  three  acres  and  three-quarters  of  land 
on  Bnyshil),  at  the  back  of  Christ  i  hnrch,  sold  for  £840. 

1862.  June  19.  The  Qaeen*s  Hotel  sold  at  auction  to  Mr.  W.  S.  Daris,  the 
present  proprietor,  for  £8,400. 

1862.  **  Our  obituary  this  week  contains  the  name  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Thomas, 
auctioneer,  whose  death  occarred  on  Wedoesday  last,  after  a  few  days'  illness. 
Mr.  Thomas  was  a  man  uniTtfrsally  respected,  his  conduct  during  the  many  years 
that  he  carried  ou  business  in  Cheltenham  being  markrd  by  nndeviating  integrity. 
The  intelli^ace  of  his  death  caused  a  profound  feeling  of  regret  among  all 
classes  of  his  tellow*townsmen.  It  is  remarkable  how  manj  persons  occupying  a 
Bompwhat  prominent  ptsition  in  the  town  have  been  swept  off  by  the  hand  of 
death  within  a  very  few  days.  The  names  oi  Mr.  Biobinson,  tailor,  Mr. 
Basleton,  builder,  and  Mr.  Thackwell,  have  already  been  recorded  in  our  obitoaij 
notices;  and  «e  have  now  the  painfnl  duty  of  recording  the  death  of  fi.  L. 
Mortimer,  Esq.,  of  Grosvenor  Plaee,  which  took  place  on  Saturday,  and  of  Mr. 
"William  Harrison,  tallow-chandler,  which  occurred  on  Monday  last.  Both  wero' 
old  inhabitants  of  Cheltenham,  and  both  were  highly  respected  in  the  sphere  of 
liie  in  which  they  moved.— "Eiaminer,"  July  7. 

1862.  Jnly  6.  "Our  obituary  this  week  announces  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Captain  Grey,  of  No.  2,  Montpellier  Parade,  at  the  advanced  age  of  78.  Tha 
debased  lady  was  the  widow  of  the  late  Cant.  Orey,  who  as  one  of  the  most 
honest,  and  eloquent,  and  consistent  of  our  local  politicians  of  his  day,  has  left 
a  memory  behind  him,  which  will  be  long  endeared  to  the  recollection  of  tha 
people  of  Cheltenham.^*'  Examiner,**  Jnly  14. 

1862.  July  18.  Terrific  thunder  storm  passed  over  Cheltenham.  The  cottage 
of  a  man  named  Taylor,  at  Rowanfield,  was  struck  by  the  lightning,  and  became 
in  a  moment  a  heap  of  ruins.  The  escape  of  the  inmHtes  was  almost  miraculoas; 
Taylor  was  sitting  up  in  bed,  and  his  wife  was  kneeling  by  the  bedside  praying. 
The  man  waa  struck  down  senseless,  and  the  lightning  passed  between  his  wife  s 
lags  as  she  was  kneeling,  scorehing  the  inude  of  Doth  thighs,  and  aeverelT 
burning  one  foot  as  far  as  the  ancle.  On  recovering  eonscioasness,  Taylor  found 
the  Gotti^  in  mine.  Of  five  ahiioren  who  were  sleeping  in  a  room  over  head  oaa 
was  burned  quite  blsck  about  the  face  and  eyes,  with  blood  running  from  tha 
month  and  ears;  two  other  -  children  were  insensible,  and  the  whole  were  found 
pattially  buried  uftder  the  fallen  rubbish.  On  examining  the  premises  the 
chimney  was  found  knocked  down,  the  slates  scattered  from  the  roof  in^  avtiv 
direetian,  the  windows  forced  inwards  into  the  rooms,  the  chains  of  the  alott 
Vroken  into  numerous  pieces  and  the  franients  welded  together  by  tha  intense 
lueat,  the  flooring  boards  torn  up  and  ipuntered,  the  grates  broken  to  piecei^ 
every  pane  of  glass  shattered,  and  in  fact  the  cottage  rendered  a  complete  wreck. 
The  ini«red  cnildrea  were  rensoved  to  the  Hospital,  where  they  ultimate^ 
recovered,  and  a  suboenptiou  was  eat  on  foot  for  reimbursing  Taylor  for  the  Iom 
ha  had  su>tained. 

M36i2.    August  30.    Tha  Qaaen  again  **  passed  by**   Cheltenhani    on  har 
journey  from  Osborne  to  Scotland. 
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^  1862.  Angnst.  Tfa«  following  parties  in  Chelteahstn  received  medals  from 
the  Council  of  the  Great  ESxIiibition :  Mr.  J.  Blisard,  T.  Beale  Browne,  E^^ 
Mrs.  l^wrence,  Messrs.  Martin,  Baskett,  and  M«rtin,  Bertram  Mitford,  Esq^,  Air. 
T.  J.  Pike,  Mr.  Bedford,  Messrs.  Shirer  and  Co.,  Mr.  A.  WhitCotnbe,  Mr.  2,  U4 
f.  King,  and  Mr.  S.Wright. 

1852.  September.  The  Rev.  P.  Close,  having  made  himself  personally  liable 
for  the  snm  of  £80,  for  repairs  to  the  organ  at  the  Parish  Ohareh ;  a  meeiing  ol 
Dissenters  was  held  at  the  Old  Wells  Music  Hal),  to  raise  the  amoitza  b^ 
anbscription,  as  a  graceful  acknowledgment  of  the  rev.  gentleman's  conciliatorj' 
conduct  in  ttie  abaudoament  of  church  rates.  Dr.  Moreton  Brown  accepted  tlie> 
offiee  of  treasurer  to  the  subscription,  and  Messr^i.  S.  Onlejr  and  T.  Williams  jun*^ 
^en  associated  with  him  on  the  committee.  The  mOney  was  raised  —the  subw 
Mription  list  comprising  the  names  of  a  considerable  number  of  the  leading 
Dissenters  of  the  town.* 

1832.  September  1^.  Death  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington.  The  news  of  the  sad 
•event  was  received  in  Cheltenham  with  every  demonstration  of  unfeigned  sorrow^ 
On  the  following  Sunday,  the  ministers,  both  church  and  dissent,  improved  the 
•occasion  by  special  addresses  to  their  several  congregations. 

^  1852.  October  2.  First  visit  of  the  Gloucestershire  Yeomanry  Hussars  on 
veight  days*  permanent  duty.  The  corps,  to  the  number  of  45 ),  were  reviewed  ia 
Charlton  Park,  in  the  presence  of  an  immense  coneourse  of  spectators. 

1852.  October  13.  Mr.  Lingwood  published  a  s  ig^estion  in  the  **  Examiner'? 
that  a  fund  should  be  raised  in  cummemmoration  of  the  Duke  of  Welliugtoa^aiiA 
applied  in  the  erection  of  a  new  Grammar  School  for  Cheltenham.  The  necessity 
for  such  a  building  was  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  school  was  quite  full,  aitfd  with 
£fty  candidates  awaiting  admisnion. 

,  1862.  October.  The  &ev.  1.  P.  Bonltbee,  senior  cnrate  of  the  Parish  Church, 
Jippoinled  to  the  office  of  Theological  Tutor  of  Cheltenham  College. 

1852.  October  19.  Fublic  meetint;  at  the  Town  Eall,  to  hear  the  details  of  a 
new  line  to  London,  since  known  as  "  Mr.  Fowler's  line."  The  line  was  to  leave 
4he  Midland  main  line  at  Swindon,  to  have  a  throagh  station  at  Oxford-parade  or 
HaleVroad,  and  to  have  its  London  terminus  at  the  Sonth-Western  Stotion  at 
Waterloo-bridge.  B«soliition8  were  nnanimoosly  passed  in  favour  of  the  scheme, 
«the  feeUng  in  Cheltenham,  as  expressed  by  one  of  the  speakers  being,  that  it  was' 
•*  now  or  never." 

1852.  October  27.  liCtter  in  the  "Examiner"  from  Mr.  Close  suggesting) 
'that  the  proposed  "  Wellington  memorial "  should  take  the  form  of  scholarship  1 
open  alike  to  the  pupils  of  the  CuUege  and  Grammar  School. 

1852.  October.  Resolution  come  to  by  the  Turnpike  Trust  to  remove  the 
turnpike  heretofore, stand mg  at  Marie  Hill  to  beyend  the  Swindon-lane  on  the 
Jivesham-road.  This  resdution  was  afterwards  carried  into  effect,  thus  greatly 
enlarging  the  extent  of  free  rides  open  to  our  residents  and  visitors.  It  is  curioai 
to  contrast  the  present  freed<MB  from  tnrnpikes  around  the  town  with  the  slate  of 
tilings  which  exisfed  within  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years,  and  within  the  memory 
of  many  old  inhabitants.  At  that  time,  one  turnpike  **  stopped  the  way"  at  the 
iUpper  end  of  the  High  Street,  this  side  of  Hale's  Road ;  another  interposed  its 
harrier  at  the  bottom  of  the  street,  at  the  corner  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Dobell'i 
mint  vaults;  while  a  third  w»  planted  in  the  very  centre  of  the  town,  at  the  end 
•of  New  Street,  opposite  tlw  present  Great  Western  coal  wharvea.  At  that  time, 
>the  bridge  over  the  Clielt  at  Perry's  Mill  was  not  built,  hot  foot  passengers  had  te 
Jnd. their  way  across  on  a  precarioas  plank,  which  was  often  washed  away  by  the 
^l^am,  while  the  wheel  traffic  had  to  pass  through  the  bed  of  the  river  itself.     ' 

1852.  October  28.  At  a  preliminary  meeting  attended  by  the  ehufchwardeni, 
xtereral  magistrates,  and  a  number  of  the  principal  iahabitants,  Mr.  Lin^;#o6d*i 
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•eheme  for  a  WeUing^n  testimonial  in  the  shape  of  a  new  Grammar  School,  wa» 
discuARed  and  adopted.  \ 

1852.  MoTember9.  Poar  a.m.  A  shock  of  earthquake  distinctly  felt  in 
Tarious  parts  of  Cheltenham. 

1862.  November  18.  Public  funeral  of  the  Duke  of  Wellingrton.  Bnsinest 
in  Cheltenham  was  snspeaded  throughout  the  day.  The  funeral  sermon  by  the 
Bev.  F.  Clusp.  was  reprinted  by  subscription  at  the  office  of  the  *'  Examiner," 
and  a  copy,  appropriately  bound,  presented  to  the  Queen,  who  returned  a  sraeioaa 
letter  of  ackoowledgroent.  The  Duchess  Dowager  of  Beaufort,  Sir  W.  CodrinK* 
ton,  Bart  ,Mr8.  Close,  and  others  subscribed  for  copies  of  the  '^Qai^en's  Edition,** 
bound  in  a  similar  style  to  that  presented  to  her  Majesty.  On  the  day  of  the 
funeral  the  whole  of  the  low  lying  lands  in  this  part  of  the  country  were  flooded. 
Truffic  on  the  Great  Western  and  Midlmd  railways  was  impeded  for  several  hours, 
and  at  Glone^ster  boats  were  employed  going  about  the  streets  supplying  food, 
tea,  soup,  &c.,  to  the  poor  creatures  whose  houses  were  flooded,  the  articles  being 
conveyed  to  them  through  their  bedroom  windows 

1852.  December  9.  Public  meeting  at  the  Town  Hall,  to  establish  a  Local 
School  of  Art  and  Design,  addressed  by  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Ward  and  others. 

1852.  December  26.  Severe  storm,  daring  which  windows  were  blown 
in  and  chimneys  blown  down  in  every  direction.  In  Suffolk  Jjawn  one  of  the 
large  ornamental  trees  was  blown  down,  and  another  at  Dr.  Bernard's,  Cambray. 
shared  the  same  fate.  A  long  range  of  stabling  in  the  Royal  Hotel  yard  was 
destroyed  ;  and  in  the  Bath  Road  a  poor  woman  was  blown  completely  off  her 
feet,  »nd  hurled  with  coDsiderable  violence  into  the  middle  of  the  road. 

1853.  January.  Mr.  George  Lewis,  sculptor,  appointed  to  the  office  of 
parish  sexton.  There  were  18  or  20  candidates,  but  the  Incumbent  ascertaining^ 
the  appointment  vested  in  him,  and  not  with  the  ratepayers,  selected  Mr.  Lewis, 
after  consultation  with  his  churchwardens. 

1853.  Januaiy  13.  Mysterious  robbery  at  Mr.  Davisons's,  jeweller,  comer 
of  Clarence- street.  Thethieves took  160  rings,  several  gold  watches,  and  other 
property  to  the  value  of  between  £200  and  £300.  The  perpetrators  of  the 
robbery  escaped  detection. 

1853.  January  25.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Town  Commissioners,  it  was  stated 
that  the  costs  in  obtaining  the  Act  of  Parliament  were  £4,600  instead  of  £3,000, 
as  originally  stated.  Of  this  sum,  the  solicitors'  bills  were  about  £1,500 ;  par- 
liamentary a^nts,  £1,000 ;  two  surveyors,  £400  each ;  Mr.  Gael's  bill,  £340 ; 
and  the  remainder  in  smaller  miscellaneoas  sums.  The  accounts  were  referred  to- 
a  committee  of  the  commissioners  for  friendly  adjustment. 

1863.  Ffbmary.  A  curious  incident  is  recorded  this  month-— the  loss  of  a 
roll  ot  bank  notes  for  £500  in  the  High-street,  and  their  fortunate  restora- 
tion by  a  labunring  man,  who  picked  them  up.  It  will  he  seen  that  the  roll  of 
notes  was  found  under  somewhat  peculiar  circumstances ;  the  finder,  a  labouring 
man,  seeins?  a  dnrty  roll  of  paper  lying  on  the  ground,  kicked  it  along  with  his 
foot  as  worthless,  and  afterwards,  withont  any  idea  of  its  value,  picked  it  op  and 
put  it  into  his  pocket.  He  went  to  work  and  thought  no  more  about  it,  until,  at 
tea  time,  his  father  asking  him  for  a  piece  of  paper,  he  pulled  the  roll  of  dirty 
paper  out  of  his  pocket,  and  was  in  the  act  of  tearing  a  piece  of  one  of  the 
notes,  when  his  ey6  luckily  eaught  the  figure  of  £5.  He  then  discovered  the 
Talue  of  the  roll  of  crumpled  paper,  and  immediately  took'it  to  the  crier;  and 
on  proceeding  to  the  Bank  was  rewarded  with  a  £10  note  for  his  honesty. 

1863.  February  25.  Died,  Lieot^General  /Sir  William  Sandys  Whish,  an 
Indian  officer,  long  resident  in  Chelteuham,  and  for  many  years  a  member  of  the 
Cheltenham  Board  of  Commissioners. 

1853.    February  21.    Pablic  meeting  of  the  Cheltenham  Copyholders,  io> 
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obtaiii  an  abolition  of  the  modern  fees  charged  by  the  Manorial  ofBsers.  The 
ehair  was  taken  by  Sir  William  Riissell,  Bart.,  M.P »  Lord  of  the  Manor  of 
Charlton.  In  April,  the  case  of  Treherne  and  another  versus  Qtrdner  and 
another,  involving  the  complaints  of  the  Cheltenbam  Copyholders,  was  tried  at 
Gloucester  assizes.  The  trial  resulted  in  a  special  ease  being  drawn  up  for  the 
decision  of  the  court  above.  The  decision  was  given  in  the  Saperior  Court,  in 
February,  1856,  and  we  here  append  the  sums  sought  to  be  charged  by  modern 
oostom,  and  the  sums  decided  as  legal  in  accordance  with  ancient  practice :— ' 

Sums  which  ought 
Sams  attempted  to  be         to  have  been 
charged.  charged. 

Proclamation      

Court  fees  on  surrender  to  the  use  of 

Will    

Excess  of  fees  on  first  admission 

Court  fees  on  second  admission 

Homage  and  Crier     

Stamp  and  Parchment       

Court  fees  on  fourth  admission 
Stamp  and  Parchment 

£17  1    0 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  where  the  Manor  officers  made  charges  amoanting  to 
£17  Is.  Od.,  the  Court  decided  that,  according  to  old  custom,  they  were  only 
entitled  to  £7  199.  8d. ;  and  of  this  £3  6s.  were  for  stamps  and  parchments. 
This  important  trial  has  settled  the  question  of  local  manorial  fees  once  and  for 
ever.  The  Cheltenham  "  Examinei^'  of  February  6,  1856,  in  publishing  the 
ahort-hand  writer's  notes  of  the  judgment,  comments  on  the  observations  of 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Campbell,  who  at  the  very  outset  of  his  judgment  spoke  of 
the  fees  of  which  the  Copyholders  complain,  in  the  followintc  terms  ot  condem- 
nation : — '*  I  would  observe  that  we  are  by  no  means,  by  anythiu^f  we  are  about 
to  decide,  to  be  supposed  to  sanction  the  practices  which  have  prevailed  in  this 
Manor.  I  am  sorry  to'  say  that  this  seems  to  me  to  be  %n  instance  of  manors 
being  kept  np  for  the  purpose  that  traffic  may  be  made  in  fees,  which  are  very 
oppressive  to  the  copyholders."  Such  was  Lord  Campbeirs  opinion  of  the 
proceedings  prevailing  in  the  Manor  of  Cheltenham — thitt  those  practices  were 
kept  np  ror  the  purpose  of  "  trafficking  in  fees," — the  very  root  and  foundation 
of  the  grievance  which  the  dissociated  Copyholders  allege  against  them.  But 
farther  on  the  learned  Chief  Justice  is  still  more  explicit ;  he  speaks  of  the 
payments  demanded  as  being  "illegal,"  as  *' exacted  without  just  cause/'  u 
•*  rank,**  and  "  monstrously  exorbitant.'* 

1858.    April  5.    Great  early  closing  meeting  at  the  .Old  Wells.    Among  the 

Steakers  were — the  Revs.  F.  Close,  A.  M.  Brown,  Smith,  Rawlins-)n,Bellairs,and 
onltbee;   and  Dr.  Wright,  Messrs.  Humphris,  Monro,  Scoag«ll,  and  G.  E. 
Williams.  ^ 

1853.  April  5.  Grand  steeple  chases  at  Prestbury  Park.  So  great  was  the 
influx  of  visitors  that  the  *'  Examiner  "  of  the  following  day,  says  :  "  So  full  is 
Cheltenham  at  the  present  moment,  that  the  influx  of  our  steeple-chase  visitors 
has  put  us  to  some  such  inconveniences  as  we  read  of  in  Australia.  Yesterday, 
he  respected  proprietor  of  "  The  Plough  "  might  be  seen  wending  his  way  down 
the  Promenade  almost  beteeehing  the  inhabitants  to  spare  him  **  beds  "  for  hit 
aecnmolating  arriTals.    His  9wn  immense  estabUshment  being  inll,  erery  bed  ha 
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eoQM  procure  in  the  neighhonrtiood  beinf  alio  **  engaged,**  and  now  the  monmf^ 
poet  had  brought  him  **  betptaks'*  from  freah  Tiaiton,  lor  whom  he  was  anable  to 
procure  accommodation  1" 

185S.    April.    Pablication  at  the  "  Examiner"  Office  of  copy  of  thefecolty, 

? rented  by  the  Bibhop't  Court,  ia  179^,  aad  nnder  whieh,  pews  in  CheHenbaa 
Mii^h  Chnrch  are  held  a»  private  property. 

1853.  April.  A  series  of  t  wenty-th ree  views  of  the  attractions  of  CheltenhaK 
presented  to  the  Queen,  of  which  her  Majesty  «u  gracionsly  pleased  to  express 
n^  approysl. 

1853.  May  24^.  Sale  of  Prestbnry  Park  and  other  property  by  auction,  the 
Prestbury  Park  esUte  fetched  £19,600,  the  Hunting  Butts  Farm  £5,850»  and  the 
sale  altogether  realised  nearly  £4U,0CO. 

1863,  June  2.  Sale  of  mttterials  of  Old  Clarence  Hotel.  This  building  stood 
on  the  spot  now  occupied  by  the  Temporary  Chnrch,  and  was  atone  time  the 
£uhionub!e  hotel  of  Chelteuham.  The  present  police  offices  also  formed  one 
wing  of  the  building. 

1858.  June  d.  The  railway  bill  for  a  line  from  Cheltenham  to  Oxford 
(Fowler's  line),  thrown  out  in  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

1853.  July  1.  ** Garrotte**  robbery  in  Cheltenham.  A  gentleman  named 
Baymond,  residing  in  Lyppiatt-terrace,  was  throttled  under  the  trees  near  the 
house  of  Lord  de  Saumares,  and  vihtle  in  a  8ta*e  i)f  insensibility,  his  watch,  purse, 
and  umbrella  were  stolen  from  him.  The  umbrella  was  picked  up  next  morning 
near  the  Imperial  Gardens,  but  the  watch  and  purse  were  not  recovered. 

1863.  ^uly  10.  Sunday  excnn>ion  train  from  London  to  Cheltenham.  The 
Bev.  F.  Close,  in  his  etening  sermon,  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  if  the  day  oC 
judgment  had  come  suddenly  upon  the  Sabbath  breakers  who  came  down  by  the 
train,  the  responsibility  would  re»t  upon  those  who  induced  them  to  commit  the 
sin,~upon  the  railway  directors,  who  bribed  them  to  break  God's  comsandments, 
by  running  these  trains  at  lower  fares  on  the  Sabbath  day. 

1853.    July  12.    Great  flower  show  of  sll  nations,  at  PittviUe  Spa. 

1853,  July  18.  Sudden  death  of  Major  Justinian  Nutt,  a  well  known  and 
respected  officer  of  this  town,  at  his  residence,  15,  Lansdown  Crescent. 

1853.  August.  A  fellow  named  Julius  Henry  Gilegan,  but  who  gave  himsatf. 
ont  as  a  '*  prophet,'*  and  was  guilty  of  the  most  blasphemous  and  revolting 
conduct,  caused  great  disturbance  ia  the  town.  He  was  nliimately  taken  in 
hand  by  the  police  and  committed  to  Gloucester  for  six  months,  in  default  of 
sureties  for  his  good  behaviour. 

1853.  August  10.  The  "Examiner**  inaugurates  the  remission  of  the 
advertisement  and  supplement  duties^  by  publishing  an  unstamped  supplement  of 
twelve  columns. 

1853.  August  15.  The  commissioners  at  a  special  meeting,  affix  the 
common  seal  to  a  mortgage  bond  for  the  loan  of  £11,000,  for  the  exeontion  of 
their  system  of  sewers. 

1863.  August  15.  Death  of  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Eobertson,  of  Brighton,  son  of 
Capt.  Robertson,  a.A.,  of  this  town,  and  formerly  curate  of  Christ  Charoh» 
Chieltenham.  Such  was  the  respect  in  which  deceased  wu  held  at  Brightoa, 
that  his  remains  were  accorded  a  public  funeral,  and  a  krge  sura  was  raised  fOV 
the  erection  of  a  monument  to  his  memory.  Lady  Noel  Byron  headed  the 
subscription  list  for  this  object  with  the  sMiuificent  donation  of  £300.  It.  ia  a 
melancholy  incident  in  conn«'Ction  with  the  deceased,  that  his  death  took  place  on 
the  sixth  anniversary  of  his  first  appearance  as  Incumbent  in  the  pulpit  of 
Trinity  Chapel,  Brighton,  ^ot  only  was  Mr.  Robertson  greatly  endeared  t4^.th« 
wcvibers  of  his  own  large  congregation,  bat  the  eanH'Stness  and  eluqnenca  of  hi^ 
asiniatiy^  his  high  persoaal  character,  and  hia  scholastio  and  Uteraiy  attaiwBflB^ 
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gave  him  a  celebritj  which  extended  far  beyond  the  immediate  iphere  of  his 
ministerial  labonrs.  In  proof  of  this,  we  need  only  mention  that  a  memoir  of 
his  life  and  hid  published  sermons  have  gone,  since  his  death,  through  several 
editions,  that  his  bnst  in  marble  has  been  placed  in  the  Bodleiao  Library,  and 
that  a  memorial  wiodow  has  been  erected  by  public  subscription  at  Oxford,  w.  the 
subscription  lists  to  which  are  the  names  of  five  bishops,  and  men  of  eminence 
and  every  shade  of  theological  views,  both  within  and  without  the  immediate  pale 
of  the  Established  Church. 

1863.  August.  Tlie  Biarquis  of  Breadalbane,  Lord  Chamberlain  to  her 
Majesty's  Household,  on  a  visit  to  Clieltenham.  The  noble  Marquis  drunk  the 
waters,  and  inscribed  his  name  in  the  visitors'  book  at  the  Royal  Old  Wells. 

1863.  August  29.  Death  of  Sir  Charles  Napier,  at  the  OaUauds,  near 
Portsmouth,  aged  71. 

1863.  September.  Attempts  made  to  stop  up  the  footpath  leading  from 
Prestbury  Park  to  Swindon,  acrou  the  Hunting  Butts  farm.  The  attempt  was 
•ncceHsfdly  resisted. 

1863.  October  16.  On  Sundav,  the  14th,  the  Rev.  P.  Close  preached  in 
the  parish  church  (first  time  since  his  return  to  Chelteniiam)  to  crowded  congre- 
gations. In  the  evening,  especially,  every  part  of  the  church  was  crowded  bf 
anxious  listeners.  The  throng  extended  into  the  porch  at  ench  of  the  principal 
entrances,  and  many,  who  cuuld  not  obtain  even  standing  room,  were  obliged,  at 
last,  to  go  away  disappointed.    '*  £xaminer,"  Oct.  19th. 

1863.  Kovember  6.  Appointment  of  Mr.  P.  T.  Griffiths  to  the  clerkship  of 
the  Cheltenham  Bench,  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  0.  £.  Williams,  now 
clerk  to  the  commissioners.  The  magistrates,  in  accepting  Mr.  Williams's 
resignation,  unanimously  passed  the  following  resolution — ^That  the  magistrates 
have  received  JSlr.  W'iliiams's  resignation  with  much  regret,  and  consider  that 
their  best  thanks  are  due  to  him  for  the  very  able  and  efficient  manner  in  which 
he  has  at  ail  times  advised  them." 

1863.  November  14>.  Patal  accident  to  Mr.  Croome,  a  gentleman  of  large 
property,  residing  at  Painswick  Lawn.  Deceased  was  driving  along  Muntpellier, 
wlien  he  was  thrown  out  of  his  gig,  and  had  his  skull  so  badly  fractured  that  lie 
pied  in  a  few  hours. 

1863.  November  17.  Complimentary  dinner  to  Mr.  W.  S.  Davis  on  the 
re-opeoing  of  the  Queen's  Hotel ;  the  Hon.  Craven  Berkeley,  M.  P.,  in  the  chair. 

1868.  December  6.  Action  in  the  County  Court,  by  Mr.  George  Mickle- 
wright,  against  Dr.  Humphreys,  headmaster  of  the  Grammar  School,  fur  assault, 
in  severely  flogging  plaintiffs  son,  a  pupil  in  the  school.  The  case  created  great 
excitement,  and  after  a  hearing  of  eight  hoars*  durtttion,  the  court  gave  judgment 
for  the  plaintiff,  with  damages,  four  guineas.  An  address  of  cunfiuence  was 
presented  to  Dr.  Humphris  on  the  occasion,  signed  by  the  minister  and  church^ 
wardens,  (ex*ofiicio  visitors),  Messrs.  Lingwood,  £ngall,Hale,  D.  J.  Humphris, 
Wells,  Harper,  and  Goding  (members  of  the  Grammar  School  Committt^e),  and. 
Dearly  30U  heads  of  families,  most  of  whom  had  children  in  the  school.  The 
Patrons  of  the  school,  the  President  and  Pellows  of  Corpus  Chrisii  College  also 
published  a  document,  exonerating  the  head  master  from  blame  in  the  trans- 
action. 

1864.  Mr.  Ballinger,  keeper  to  Lord  Njorthwick,  though  in  the  76th  year  of 
his  age,  reported  during  the  season  to  have  shot  through  the  head  78  deer  at 
79  shots. 

1864.  January  12.  East  Gloucestershire  Election.  Beach,  3,364 ;  Holland 
2,343.    In  the  Cheltenham  district  the  numbers  were— Beach,  93 ;  Holland,  498; 

1864.  Pebroary  3.  Sudden  death  of  K.  Leycester,  Esq.,  at  the  Batcheldi'j 
Ball,  Aasembly  Booms. 
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PebniarylS.  Lord  John  Rassell  brought  in  a  new  Reform  BUI,  giving  the 
Western  IMvision  and  Bristol  each  three  Tnembers ;  Gloncester,  Stroad,  and  tho 
Eastern  Division,  two  each ;  and  ChelteDham,  Cirencester,  and  Tewkesbary,  one 
nember  each.    The  bill  was  withdrawn  in  March  following. 

1854.  April  5.  Cheltenham  Water  Works  Bill,  for  taking  water  from  the 
river  Colne,  after  six  days'  enquiry,  was  thrown  out  in  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons. 

1854  April  10.  Admiral  Lowe  died  suddenly  at  his  residence,  15,  Lans- 
down  Parade.  On  the  same  day,  Mr.  Charles  Paul,  architect,  died,  after  a  very 
brief  illness,  at  his  residence,  '*The  Pf^rsonaRe,"  Charlton  Kings. 

1854.  April  27.  Bay  of  national  humiliHtion  for  the  disasters  in  the  Russian 
war.  Sermons  were  preached  in  all  the  churches  and  chapels,  at  which  collections 
were  made  for  the  wives  and  families  of  our  soldiers  and  sailors,  yielding  a  total 
of  ie830  13s.  3d. 

185i.  April.  LieuteoantP.  A.  Close,  whose  intrepid  conduct  at  Bomarsund 
gained  him  lionourable  mention  in  the  Admiral's  despatches,  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  Commander  for  his  services  oo  that  occasion. 

185^.  Jane  1.  The  Cheltenham  Great  Exhibition  opened,  at  the  Royal  Old 
Wells.  The  inaugural  address  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Canon  Boyd.  The 
contents  of  the  Exhibition  was  of  a  most  varied  character,  and  for  a  non-manU' 
facloring  town,  was  perhaps  the  best  provincial  collection  formed.  It  was 
visited  by  40,000  persons,  besides  ticket  holders  for  the  season,  which  made  the 
entire  number  65,000,  and  about  4,500  school  children.  It  continued  open  until 
Jnly  12th,  following.  The  building  included  22,000  feet  of  glazed  sash  lights, 
83,000  feet  of  spruce  batten,  8,000  feet  of  rafters,  and  12,000  feet  of  flooring. 
The  interior  was  in  part  covered  with  600  yards  of  green  baize,  3,000  yards  of 
calico,  and  2,100  yards  of  calico.  The  shareholders'  subscription  amounted  to 
£980,  the  season  tickets  to  £782  14s.  3d.,  and  the  amount  taken  at  the  doors 
from  strangers,  £1,718  3s.  7(1.,  which,  added  to  £50  received  for  a  refreshment 
saloon,  made  the  total  sum  of  £3,537  17s.  lOd. 

1854.  August.  Town  Commissioners  Voted  to  borrow  £1,800  for  making  a 
new  street  from  the  High  Street  into  the  Bath  Road. 

1854.    August.    First  pillar  letter  boxes  erected  at  Cheltenham. 

1854.  September.  Appearance  of  cholera  at  Gloucester.  Cheltenham  was 
favoured  again  to  escape— not  a  single  case  occurring  in  the  town  during  the 
visitation. 

J  854.  September  8.  A  fire  occurred  at  Gloucester  Cathedral.  It  was  for- 
tunately discovered,  and  extinguished  without  serious  damage. 

1854.  September  28.  Great  fire  at  Shackleford's  coach  factory.  Among  the 
property  destroyed  were  the  tools  of  the  workmen,  valued  at  £150.  A  public 
subscription  was  raised  to  reimburse  the  men ;  the  collection  by  liCr.  llnssell 
amounting  to  £125.  Mr.  Russell  had  also  collected  a  handsome  sum  in  aid  of 
the  workmen  of  Mr.  John  Alder,  who  also  lost  their  tools  in  a  similar  manner. 
For  his  services  on  that  occasion,  Mr.  Alder's  workmen  presented  him  with  a 
handsome  writing  dcbk. 

1854.  October  1.  Day  of  national  thanksgiving  for  the  abundnnt  harvest— 
•peciai  services  at  the  chnrches  and  chapels.  During  the  services,  the  telegrams 
announced  the  battle  of  Alma,  and  reported  fall  of  Sebastopol.  The  news  was 
conveyed  to  the  Rev.  F.  (lose  in  the  pulpit  of  the  Parish  Church,  and  by  him 
communicated  to  the  congregation  as  an  additional  cause  for  national  thanks- 
giving. 

1854.  October  2.  Dr.  Courtland  Shaw  and  J.  Portnnm,  Esq.,  snrgeon,  two 
among  the  most  eminent  of  our  local  practitioners,  died  within  a  lew  hoars  of 
each  other  this  day. 
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1854.  October  5.  Despatches  received  at  the  "  Examiner**  office  contradict* 
ing  the  reported  fait  of  Sebastopol,  and  stntin^  the  British  loss  at  the  battle  of 
the  Alma  to  be  96  officers,  114  sergeants,  23  drummers,  and  1,894  rank  and  file. 
The  publication  of  this  despatch  (the  news  not  being  confirmed  in  the  Times) 
created  sach  a  painfnl  feeling  throughout  the  town  that  it  was  obliged  to  be 
withdrawn.  On  the  same  evening  the  news  was  confirmed  in  an  extraordinary 
•npplement  of  the  London  Oagetle. 

1854.    October  11.     Died,  at  Sndeley  Castle,  W.  Dent,  Esq.,  aged  70  years. 

1854.  October  19.  Lord  Dunalley,  of  Dnnalley  Lodge,  Cheltenham,  died  at 
his  seat,  Kelboy,  co.  Tipperary,  aged  79. 

1854.  October  23.  Meeting  at  the  Assembly  Booms  in  aid  of  the  Patriotic 
Fund  for  assisting  the  wives  and  families  of  the  victims  of  the  Russian  war. 
Sir  Wm.  Russell,  Mr.  J.  A.  Gardner,  Rev.  J.  Browne,  Rev.  A.  Boyd,  Rev.  P.  D. 
Oilby,  Admiral  Lloyd,  CaptMCIose  and  others  took  part  in  the  proceedings.  The 
Ciieltenham  contributions  to  the  fund  amonntf^d  to  nearly  £2,600. 

1854.  November  7.  Consecration  of  St.  Luke's  Chnrcb,  by  the  Bishop  of 
the  Diocese ;  the  sermon  by  the  Rev.  F.  Close.  The  cost  of  the  building  was 
about  £5,000.  Amongst  the  chief  contributors  were  the  Misses  Greswolde,  who 
munificently  contributed  £1:00,  Mrs.  Beaucharop  £300,  Miss  Yerbury  £200,  the 
College  Proprietary  £200,  Lord  Northwick  £100,  G.  Harvey,  Esq.,  £100, 
C.  Morris,  Esq.,  £100,  S.  Anderson,  Esq  ,  £50,  Lord  de  Sanmarez  £46. 

1854.  November  18.  J.  Garland  Cregoe,  Esq.,  died  suddenly  at  his  residence, 
1,  Pittville  Villas,  aged  44. 

1854.  November  22.  Death  of  Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach,  the  newly  elected 
H.P.  for  the  Eastern  Division,  aged  47.  Mr.  R.  S.  Holford  was  elected  in  bis 
atead,  December  19,  without  opposition. 

1854.  November  22.  The  **  Examiner*'  states  that  the  fossil  remains  of  a 
gigantic  ox  and  the  lower  jawbone  of  a  human  being,  with  the  teeth  finnly  fixed 
and  showing  bi^t  alight  signs  of  decay,  were  found  in  a  deposit  of  mud  in  the 
deepest  part  of  the  sewer  works  in  the  Bath  Road. 

1854.  December.  The  Entente  Cordiale.— Lieutenant  Lestraille  and  several 
members  of  his  party  of  French  pioneers  paid  a  visit  to  Cheltenham.  They 
were  dressed  in  the  handsome  uniform  of  their  corps,  and  were,  during  their 
short  visit,  •'*  the  observed  of  all  observers.**     "  Examiner,**  Dec.  20. 

1854  December.  Boxes  of  books,  provisions,  &c.,  forwarded  from  Chelten* 
ham  for  the  British  soldiers  in  the  Crimea.  "  My  dear  Mr.  Close.  1  had  the 
satisfaction  to-day  of  seeing  your  fifteen  cases  safely  embarked  on  board  the  Clyde 
steamer.  She  is  to  go  straight  to  Balaclava  with  huts  and  supplies  for  the  army 
and  hospital.  *  *  *  Supplies  are  going  out  from  all  quarters,  and,  besides 
what  are  shipped  daily  from  the  dockyard,  Mr.  Da  vies  told  me  he  shipped, 
yesterday,  1,200  large  packages,  all  sent  to  him  from  private  sources.  R.  'I\ 
Gambler,  Capt.R.N.'* 

1854.  The  Russian  war. — The  last  six  months  of  this  year,  and  the  whole  of 
1855,  were  rendered  memorable  in  Cheltenham  in  an  especial  manner  by  the 
events  of  the  Russian  war,  which  so  peculiarly  affected  the  great  number  of 
families  of  officers  residing  in  the  town.  The  battle  of  Alma  was  fougiit  on  the 
20th  of  September,  1854,  and  the  battle  of  Inker  roan  on  the  5th  ot  November 
following;  and  at  both  these  engagements,  as  well  as  in  the  fatal  cavalry  charge 
at  Balaclafa  on  the  25th  ot  October,  a  number  of  names  well  known  in  Chelten- 
ham were  among  the  lists  of  killed  and  wounded.  During  the  war  "  bulletins*'  of 
the  daily  telegraphic  dispatches  were  regularly  issued  at  the  office  of  the 
*'  Examiner,*'  and  the  scenes  which  frequently  took  place  at  the  office  of  that 
paper  were  of  the  most  painful  description.  After  a  great  battle  the  open  space 
in  Imperial  Circus  would  be  crowded  by  wives  and  children  and  relatives  of 
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officers  serviiifr  abrowl,  waitiag  for  the  bnlletiiif  of  whieh  foiiie  timat  w  i 
from  2,000  to  SjOOO  iroald  be  sold  id  the  coarse  of  a  few  hoars.  From  these  i 
doeaments  ladies  would  first  bear  of  the  death  or  matiUtion  of  their  hashaads, 
childrea  of  their  fathers',  parents'  of  their  sons',  and  others  of  their  reUtives  or 
friends.  The  town  daring  this  erentfiii  period  wore  almost  an  aspect  ot  general 
voaming.  At  the  principal  oharehee  a  large  portion  of  the  congregation  were 
in  mourning,  and  eloquent  were  the  exhortations  to  resignation  ander  sorrow 
i^dressed  from  the  pulpits  to  the  bereaved  mourners.  A  writer  in  the 
<*  Euminer,"  ot  Januarj  3rd,  1855,  thus  heralds  in  the  new  year  of  Borrow  and 
bereavement:— 

The  year  goes  out — adown  long  hallow'd  aisles. 

The  scnlptors  work— Ha  I  what  device  is  thatP 

A  marble  fame-wreath  clasps  a  shivered  sabre ; 

Here  a  mute  urn  ;  a  severed  pillar  there. 

And  on  its  base  is  **  F.  TJ.  I,  T." — Yet  once  more 

I  gnse, — it  is  a  simple  quiet  scroll 

And  only  saith, "  Hx  vbll  at  lNKXR]CA.l9ir 

"And  his  touno  Brother  tooil  the  pest  at  Yakna. 

"She  who  writes  this,  she  was  a  Mother  oncb  1" 

1865.  January.  Large  number  of  huts  for  the  French  army  in  the  Crimea, 
manufactured  by  Messrs.  Eassie,  of  Gloucester. 

1855:  Jsnuary.  Sand  model  of  Sebastopol,  by  the  pupils  of  the  CoUegCy 
openduring  the  whoh  of  the  month.  It  was  inspected  daily  by  large  numbers 
of  persons  interested  in  the  progress  of  the  war.  The  '*  Examiner"  says-* 
*'  Cant.  Robertson',  E.A.,  has  kindly  undertaken  the  task  of  explaining  the  model 
and  furtifications,  and  gives  his  hearers  a  bnef  epitome  of  the  campaign  from 
the  landing  of  the  expedition,  through  the  battle  of  Alma,  the  flank  march  across 
the  Belbec  to  BalakUva,aiid  the  opening  and  progress  of  the  siege  operations  >• 
the  combined  attack  uf  the  17th  October>-the  oaptnre  of  the  redoubts — ^the  fatal 
Cavalry  charge  on  tlie  26th — and  finally,  the  great,  but  dear>bought  victory  of 
Inkermann,  on  the  dth  of  November.  Illustrated  as  his  narrative  is  by  a  bird's* 
eye  view  of  the  theatre  of  operations,  it  beoomea  doubly  intereecing,  and  we  do 
not  wonder  that  so  many  avail  themselves  of  the  kindness  of  the  college 
anthorities,  to  attend  his  practical  and  inntructive  lectures." 

1855.  Cheltenham  men  in  the  Crimea.  The  *' Examiner"  of  January  17r 
says—"  The  terrible  realities  of  the  war  have  again  been  brought  painfoUy  under 
our  notice  during  the  past  week  in  Cbebenham.  One  or  two  officers  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Alma,  have  sufficiently  recovered  to  return  home  to  their  familiet 
here,  and  may  be  seen  occasionally  in  the  streets  supported  by  crutches,  or 
IjBaning  on  the  arm  of  a  relative.  By  the  last  official  advices,  we  also  learn  the 
melancholy  intelligence  of  the  death  of  a  very  promising  youns;  offieer, 
MAJor  MoUer,  of  the  50th  Begiment.  Mijor  MoUer,  whose  letters  to  his 
friends  at  home  have  continued — through  all  the  hard«hips  of  the  campaign^-to 
be  written  in  a  cheering  and  hopefal  tone,  was  cot  off  in  a  sortie  of  the  enemy  on 
the  night  of  the  SOtli  nit.  He  died  a  soldier's  death.  Cobnel  Waddy,  the 
eommanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  in  a  letter  to  his  friends  at  home,  says^ 
'Poor  MoUer  fell  mortally  wounded  while  gallantly  cheering  on  his  men,'  in  the 
trenches  before  Sebastopol.  This  is,  indesd,one  of  the  painftil  ineideiits  of  war. 
The  deceased  Major  was  quite  a  young  man,  only  in  his  S2  year,  and  at  the  time 
of  leaving  England  with  his  regiment,  left  his  young  wife  on  the  eve  of  her 
confinement,  with  their  second  child.  We  regret  to  learn  that,  in  the  isame  aflur, 
another  Chelteoham  officer— Lieut  Byron  of  the  Sith  BegisMut— is  reported  m 
'missing."    lient.  Byron  is,  we  believe,  a  son  of  the  Aev.  Mr.  Byron, of  Sttt- 
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sioiie  Hardwioke«  and  is  spoken  of  u  a  very  promising  yonng  officer.*'  [In  the 
nme  paper  it  it  stated  that  the  report  of  Liebt.  Byron's  capture  had  been  since 
ascertained  to  be  true.  A  letter  had  been  received,  stating  that  on  the  ni$?lit  of 
Broember  2(Hh,  Lieut.  Byron,  Capt.  Frampton,  and  Mr.  Clarke  were  inside  Sebas- 
topol,  where  they  were  treated  with  the  greatest  kindness  and  consideration  by 
the  Rnssians,  and  were  going  to  be  sent  immediately  into  the  interior  to 
Konisk»  about  400  miles  north  of  Sebastopol.  The  htters  state  that  Lient. 
Byron  withstood  the  charge  of  the  Russians  until  he  had  only  fuur  men  left  to 
support  him ;  when  being  himself  disabled  by  a  bayonet  thrust  through  tiie  ri^ht 
•heulder.  he  was  obligeid  to  surrender  himself  a  priaonerto  overpowering 
numbers.] 

1856.  January.  In  the  annual  report  of  the  Christ  Church  Charities  for  the 
past  year,  Mr.  fioyd  stated  that  the  congregation  of  that  Church  contributed 
j[>634  to  the  pNtriotio  Fund,  £189  to  relieve  the  widows  and  f»milie8  of  soldiers, 
and  nearly  £1,200  for  other  benevolent  objects—making  a  total  for  the  year  of 
j62,007  13s.  10|d. 

1866.  January.  Colonel  Shewell  at  Balaklava.  The  **  Examiner**  say^— A. 
troop- major  in  the  8th  Hussars,  in  a  letter  to  his  father,  gives  the  following 

gaphie  account  of  the  part  taken  in  the  memorable  charge  at  Balaklava  by 
ilonel  Shewell,  brother  of  £.  W.  Shewell,  Esq.,  of  this  town  :— •*  I  am  glad  to 
see  our  brave  and  gallant  colonel  (Shewell)  has  been  promoted.  He  richly 
deserves  it;  and  but  for  his  coolness  and  bravery  there  would  have  been  an  end 
to  the  Light  Brigade.  Well,  indeed^  our  noble  men  followt-d  his  example.  No 
men  could  work  better,  and  their  line  in  advance  through  the  Russian  artillery, 
aa:  well  as  through  their  cavalry,  could  not  be  surpassed  on  Hountdow  Heath. 
After  we  had  sabred  and  passed  their  artillery  at  the  end  battery,  the  W(»rd  was 

fiven,  '  The  Russian  cavalry  are  in  our  rear :  make  ready  to  charge  I*  Our 
rave  colonel  shouted  out  immediately,  *  Steady,  my  brave  men  !*  in  a  cool  but 
determined  voice,  followed  by  *  Right  about,  wheel.*  We  were  all  this  time  at  a 
full  gallop,  and  this  movement  brought  the  officers  and  front  rank  lacing  the 
Russian  cavalry ;  and,  when  we  were  in  line,  the  brave  fellow  said,  *  Follow  me— 
diarge  !*  He  Ic^  us  on,  and  how  he  escaped  is  a  miracle,  for  he  was  the  first 
wlio  came  up  to  that  tremendous  mass  of  horsemen.  We  followed  close,  and 
went  through  them  like  the  wind,  making  clear  way  for  the  others  to  follow ; 
after  which  our  handful  of  men  brukie,  and  etch,  as  best  he  could,  cut  his  way  to 
his  original  ground.  I  shall  never  forget  that  day  as  long  as  I  lire.  Only  a 
handful  of  that  devoted  band  of  soldiers  returned.  We  prize  onr  gallant  colunel 
the  more  because,  for  several  days  previous,  he  had  beeu  laid  np  in  his  t^nt,  and 
even  on  the  morning  of  the  engagement  he  was  too  un^^ell  to  attend  parade ;  but 
so  sooner  did  he  hear  the  cannona  roar,  than  he  called  his  servant  to  enquire 
what  was  the  cause,  and,  on  being  told,  immediately  ordered  his  horse  to  be 
saddMt  hot  wu  obliged  t^  be  helped  to  mount  it.  He  was  no  sooner  seated 
than, be  put  spurs  to  his  nqble  beast,  and  came  up  at  a  gallop  to  take  command, 
of  as:  and*  as  I  said  before,  well  indeed,  did  he  perform  his  part.*' 

1865.  February.  Mrs.  Edmunds, aunt  to  Robert  Sole  Lingwood,  Eiq.,  left  the 
following  snms,  free  of  legacy  dnty,  to  local  charities :— Cheltenham  Hospital  £160, 
Oheltentiam  Female  Orphan  Asylum  £160,  Cheltenham  Infants*  ^chool,  St. 
James's  Square,  £100,  Chelteiibam  National  School,  Bath  Road,  £100; 
ttital,  £600. 

1S66.  February  7.  First  annual  meeting  of  the  Cheltenham  Ladies*  College. 
The  number  of  pnpils  was  stated  to  be  113.  ^ 

1866.  February  8.  Mrs.  Dormer,  a  lady  well  known  in  Cheltenham,  died 
i^NMB  injuries  received  from  her  dress  coming^  in  contact  with  the  drawing  room 
lire  at  her  iMidenoe,  11,  Lansdown  Plue. 
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1855.  Febrnary  14f.  Death  of  a  Teteran.  Died,  at  this  town,  on  the  14tk 
instant,  in  the  74<th  year  of  his  age,  Sanoel  Harris,  formerly  a  private  in  the 
66ih,  in  which  rt^iineat  he  served  nearly  15  years,  aod  was  engaged  in  the  fol- 
lowing battles  —Oporto,  Talavera,  Albaera,  Yittoria,  Salamanca,  Pyrenees,  Fam« 
pelntia,  Nivelle,  Nive,  and  Tonloase.  He  was  also  present  in  many  other  minor 
eogHgements,  was  wonaded  three  times,  and  received  a  medal  with  seven  clasps. 
This  Mas  the  only  recompense  the  poor  fellow  ever  obtained  from  his  '*  graiefnl 
conntry,'*  until  within  about  two  years  of  his  death,  when,  his  case  being  warmly 
taken  up  by  Mr.  Walter  Jessop,  of  this  town,  and  his  services,  aad  their  neglect, 
conamented  npon  ia  our  own  columns,  the  Government  was  prevailed  upon  to 
grant  him  a  pension  of  uinepeDce  per  day,  in  consideration  of  his  past  services. 
This  pittance  was,  of  course,  totally  inadeqa><te  to  find  the  poor  old  warrior  the 
common  necessaries  of  life,  and  he  was  indebted  to  private  benevolence  for  those 
little  comforts  rendered  so  necessary  by  his  age  and  infirmities. — "Examiner.*' 

1855.  Vlarch  2.  Death  of  the  Emperor  Nicholas.  A  telegram  received  in 
Cheltenham,  announcing  the  sudden  death  of  the  Emperor  of  B/Ussia,  caused 
immense  excitement.  The  '*  bulletin"  issued  at  the  *'  Examiner'*  office  contained 
only  half  a  dozen  lines,  giving  the  bare  announcement  of  the  fact,  yet  more  than 
two  thousand  copies  wi^re  sold  in  two  hours.  In  reference  to  the  event,  the 
** Examiner"  of  March  7  states  that  allusion  was  made  to  it  at  most  of  the 
Cheltenliam  churches.  The  flev.  A.  Boyd,  at  Christ  Church,  said  he  regard^ 
the  event  as  a  distinct  answer  to  prayer.  "  Only  a  fortnight  ago  the  people  had 
assembled  in  the  house  of  God,  and  bowed  themselves  before  Him  in  humble 
supplicHtion.  But  none  of  us  could  have  dreamt  in  what  way  our  prayers  would 
be  answered.  None  of  us  could  have  imagined  that,  ere  ten  days  had  pa^ed, 
the  Angel  of  Death  would  come  and  lay  his  icy  hand  on  the  prou4  Nicholas,  aod 
lay  hi  in  in  the  dust.  Maybe,  the  very  commencement  of  that  man's  illness  would 
date  from  the  very  day  when  we  knelt  in  prayer  to  God.  It  may  be,  on  that  day 
the  decree  went  furtn,  commanding  the  Angel  of  Destruction  to  do  his  deadly 
work.  In  other  words,  God  may  have  taken  this  way  to  make  His  people  under- 
stand that  the  race  is  not  to  the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  strung ;  and  that  His 
arm  is  not  short,  or  His  ear  heavy,  but  that  he  listens  to,  and  answers,  prayer 
the  same  now  as  he  did  eighteen  hundred  years  ago."  The  same  paper  contained 
the  following  lines  from  a  correspondent  on  this  memorable  event  :— 

THE  HAND- WRITING  ON  THE  WALL. 


But  yesterday  that  stubborn  will 
Held  millions  in  its  thrall  I 

To-day  the  Angel's  hand  hath  traced 
Upon  the  paLce  wall 

The  short  and  fatal  sentence— 

**  'J'HY  DA.YS  LBX  VUMBKRID.  ThOU, 

**gb.ea.tsa  than  c^sar  yesterday, 
"  Art  less  than  mothino  nov  !" 


Hark !  from  the  far  off  Neva's  banks, 

A  solemnksound  is  heard  I 
And  startled  Europe's  pulse  beats  quick 

At  that  eventful  word. 

An  iron  fr<tme  lies  shattered, 

An  iron  will  o'erthrown. 
Uow  short,  alas  I  the  space  between 

A  coffiu  and  a  throne  I 

1855.  March  12.  Stephen  Curtis,  while  building  a  vault  in  the  chnrchyard 
of  Charlton  Kings,  was  buried  beneath  the  soil,  and,  when  srot  oat,  was  found  to 
be  quite  dead. 

1855.  March.  Approaching  marriage  in  high  life.  We  hear  that  Lady 
Charlutte  Guciit,  the  widow  of  Sir  John  Guest,  Bart.,  is  about  to  be  married  to 
the  Kev.  Mr.  Schreiber,  who  is  a  Fellow  and  Examiner  of  Trmity  College,  Cam- 
bridge. Lady  Charlotte  has  ten  children,  and  is  4&  years  of  age,  and  Mr. 
Schreiber  is  under  30  years,  Ivor  Guest,  now  about  21  years  old,  succeeded  to 
the  biMTonetcy  on  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1852. — **  £^MuniBer»"  March  14. 
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1^1855.  March,  The  litigation  under  the  will  of  Miss  Jane  Cooke,  who  left 
£60,000  CoD$ols.  for  the  endowment  of  churches  in  poor  districts,  amicably 
settled.  Under  the  terms  of  tlie  arrangement,  the  churches  of  St.  Paol,  St. 
Peter,  and  St.  Luke,  in  this  town,  will  be  entitled  to  the  dividend  of  £2,000 
Consols,  from  this  fund.— "Examiner,"  March  21. 

1855.  March.  Sir  William  Russell,  Bart.,  of  Charlton  Park,  being  about  to 
leave  England  for  the  Crimea,  a  subscription  was  set  on  foot  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting  him  with  a  testimonial. 

1855.  March.  Capt.  bwinhume  Berkeley,  eldest  son  of  the  Hon.  Grantley 
Berkeley,  and  Cap'ain  iu  the  South  Gloucester  Militia,  having  obtained  the 
services  of  100  volunteers  from  that  regiment,  applied  to  Lord  Strafford  for  a 
commission  in  his  father's  old  regiment,  the  Coldstream  Guards,  at  present  in  the 
Crimea. 

1855.  March  21.  Day  of  national  fast  and  humiliation.  Collections  made 
in  the  churches  to  the  amount  of  £357  18s. 

1855.  March  21.  Lieut.-Colonel  Uommeline,  a  gentleman  well  known  in 
Cheltenham,  killed  by  a  fall  whilst  following  the  hounds. 

1855.  April.  Capt.  Sherwood,  son  of  Mrs.  Sherwood,  Suffolk  Lawn ;  Capt. 
Boyle,  son  of  A.  Boyle,  Esq.,  Clarence  House ;  and  Capt.  Thorburu,  accept 
commissions  in  the  Turkish  Contingent,  under  the  command  of  Major-Gen. 
Vyviao. 

1855.  April  10.  Opening  services  at  Cambray  Chapel  at  which  the  Rev.  A, 
Fletcher  and  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Spurgeon  officiated.  The  Rev.  J.  Smith,  pastor  of 
this  chapel  from  its  opening,  died  alter  a  long  illness  from  paralysis,  Decemoer 
15,  1862,  aged  60. 

1855.  April  11.  The  voluntary  Easter  offerings  collected  for  the  Incumbent, 
stated  in  the  "  Examiner"  to  amount  to  neairly  £550. 

1855.  April.  During  this  month  two  veteran  officers  died  in  Cheltenham. 
The  first.  Admiral  Lloyd,  was  the  personification  of  a  bluff  old  English  sailor^ 
He  entered  the  navy  in  1790,  was  at  the  Nile,  the  capture  of  Monte  Video,  and 
cuntinued  in  active  service  until  the  peace  of  1815.  He  had  a  naval  medal  with 
two  clasps,  was  created  a  Knight  of  Hanover,  and  was  in  the  enjoyment  for  some 
years  of  a  good  service  pension  of  £150  a-year.  He  died  April  29,  almost 
snddenly.  Captain  Clubley,  E.N.,  died,  April  16,  in  a  manner  equally  sudden. 
He  saw  much  service  in  the  early  part  of  the  century,  but  retired  on  half  pay 
in  1815. 

1855.  Captain  Crofton,  R.E.  This  gallant  and  meritorions  officer,  who  was 
a  brother  of  Dr.  Crofton,  of  Segrave  Place  in  this  town,  has,  we  regret  to  hear, 
expired  of  his  wounds  received  in  the  trenches  before  Sebastopol.  Lord  Raglan 
in  his  despatch,  allndes  to  the  deceased  officer  as  one  **  who  had,  in  the  protracted 
operations  before  Sebastopol,  rendered  most  essential  service."  Private  letters 
from  the  camp  also  speak  of  Captain  Crofton's  death  with  deep  regret ;  his  loss 
has  been  felt  as  a  public  calamity  by  the  entire  army.     ("  Examiner.") 

1855.  Captain  Gilby,  77th  Regiment.— This  gallant  young  officer,  a  son  of 
the  Rev.  F.  D.  Gilby  of  thin  town,  was  wounded  in  the  attack  on  the  Russian 
"  rifle  pits7'  against  which  he  led  on  one  of  the  assaulting  columns  with  great 
gallantry.  This  capture  of  the  rifle  pits  in  which  Captain  Gilby  took  so  con- 
spicuous a  part,  and  in  which  so  many  officers,  and  among  them  the  gallaut  **  Boy 
Captain,"  young  Lempriere,  unfortunately  lost  their  hves,  is  spoken  of  as  one  of 
tiie  most  daring  and  successful  episodes  of  the  whole  campaign.     ("  Examiner.*') 

1855.  Dr.  Thomas  Wright,  F.R.S.E.— We  hear,  with  great  pleasure,  that 
Dr.  Wright,  of  this  town,  has,  on  the  motion  of  Sir  William  Jardine,  been  elected 
a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinbur|fh.  This  is  a  distinction  very  charily 
bestown,  but  we  do  not  know  whether  this  illustrious  society  has  really  inor* 
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hoooared  itself  or  its  new  member.  No  man  Kving  is  more  deserting  of  snchm 
fellowship.  Iq  his  own  department  of  study.  Dr.  Wright  has  scarcely  anf 
snMpors  and  very  few  compeers.    ("  Examiner.'*) 

i8-55.  June.  British  Officers  in  the  hands  of  the  Anssians.— Letters  hare 
been  received  dnring  the  past  week  from  Lienteoant  Byron,  of  this  town,  dated 
**KiasaD,  May  11th,**  which  speak  cheerfully  of  the  situation  and  treatment  of 
the  English  prisoners,  in  the  hsnds  of  the  Russians.  Lieutenant  Byron  mentions 
the  names  of  the  following  officers : — Duff,  of  the  28rd ;  Frampton,  of  the  30th : 
Clowes,  8th  Hussars ;  and  Cbadwick,  17tb  Hussars,  as  being  with  him  at  RiasMn^ 
and  states  that  they  are  all  well  and  looking  forward  to  a  speedy  exchange,  and  a 
return  once  more  to  dear  old  England.    '*  Examiner.*' 

1856.  June.  A  gift  for  a  Duchess.  The  Duchess  of  Beaufbrt  being  ia 
Cheltenham  with  the  Duke,  in  the  true  spirit  of  a  soldiei's  wife  accompanied  her 
husband,  at  the  head  of  his  reeiment,  to  and  from  divine  service  at  St.  P8nl*s 
Church.  Miss  Huilstune,  of  Maude's  Elm  Nnrsery,  presented  her  Qrace  with  a 
splendid  bouquet  on  the  occasion,  a  gift  which  the  Duchess  accepted  with  evident 
pleaonre. 

1855.  Storming  of  the**  Quarries."  Cheltenham  officers  killed.  Jnne  7th 
and  8th  the  Allies  made  a  simultaneous  attack  upon  Sebastopoi,  the  French 
attacking  the  *' Mamelon,"  and  the  English  the  *' Qu&rries."  In  this  bloodf 
encounter  eleven  English  officers  were  killed,  among  whom  were  the  following 
well-known  in  Cheltenham  :  —Lieutenant  Machell.  62nd  Regiment.  This  pro- 
mising young  officer,  only  about  20  years  of  age,  was  formerly  a  pupil  at  Chelten* 
bam  College.  His  uncle,  an  officer  of  Engineers,  was  killed  in  the  trenches  at  the 
siege  of  St.  Sebastion.  His  grandfather  Col.  Machell,  lost  an  arm  at  the  bat'* 
of  White  liains  in  the  American  war.    He  had  also  an  uncle  wounded  in  me 

18th  Hussars  at  the  Battle  of  Waterloo. Lieut.  Stone,  66th. — This  young 

oftcer  was  well  known  in  Cheltenham,  and  was  the  son  of  a  gentleman  residing 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tewkesbury.     He  was  also,  we  believe,  a  student  of 

Cheltenham  College. Lieutenant  Carter,  Royal  Engineers. — This  officer,  who 

was  killed  on  the  2nd  of  May,  was  also  a  pupil  of  Cheltenham  College.  He  was 
a  son  of  Admiral  Carter,  and  received  honourable  mention  in  Lord  Raglan's 

despatches. Lieut.  F.C.  Playne.    This  youn«  officer  is  reported  as  severely 

wounded.  He  is  in  the  2nd  battalion  of  the  Rifle  Brigade,  and  was  formerly  a 
student  of  Cheltenham  College.  His  parents  reside  at  Minchinhampton,  in  this 
county,  and  he  is,  we  believe,  a  grandson  of  J.  £.  Yiner,  Esq.,  of  Badgworth. 

1855.  July  14.  A  terrific  thunderstorm  passed  ovei-  Cheltenham.  The  fisll 
of  rain  measured  two  inches  in  the  course  of  twenty  four  hours.  A  number  of 
the  streets  and  houses  were  flooded,  and  the  new  sewer  laid  down  by  the  Com- 
nissioners  '*  blown  up  "  near  the  Bath  Road,  committing  much  damage  on  private 
property  as  well  as  to  the  sewer  itself. 

1855.  July.  Captain  ^ingscote,  M.P.for  the  Western  Division,  promoted  to. 
be  Lieut.-Colonel,  and  Capt.  Gilby  to  be  Major,  for  distinguished  services  in  the 
Crimea. 

1855.  Joly  28.  Death  of  Major  Gilby,  of  disease,  in  the  Oimea.  Deceased 
was  son  of  th{  Rev.  F.  D.  GUby,for  many  yeais  Lieumbentof  St.  Jam«s's Churchy 
Cheltenham. 

1856.  July  26.  The  great  flood  in  Cheltenham.  Continuoos  and  heavy  rains 
fell  during  the  whole  of  Wednesday,  the  25th,  and  Thursday,  the  26th.  The 
water  actually  hiaed  as  it  fell  upon  the  pavement,  and  out-door  traffic  was 
entirely  put  a  stop  to.  About  5  o'clock  on  Thursday  afternoon,  the  hoasea  alongr 
the  Hue  of  the  sewers  were  inundated  by  the  water  bubbling  up  through  their 
lower  floors,  and  towards  6  o'clock,  the  water  of  the  Cheit,  bursting  the  banks 
along  its  upper  portion,  and  rushing  through  the  town  in  a  deluge,  in  a  very  few 
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miantes  the  whole  of  the  houses  from  the  Bath  Road  to  Alstone,  smd  occapyiog 
a  helt  of  some  handfed  yards  in  width,  had  their  basements  flooded  from  three  to 
four  feet  in  depth !  The  first  outburst  of  the  water  occurred  in  Charlton 
Kings,  where  a  culvert  at  the  npper  mill  blew  ap  and  a  piece  of  made  Und,  of 
very  nearly  an  acre  in  extent,  and  used  as  a  sort  of  coal  and  fa^^got  wharf,  was 
•wept  bodily  away !  From  thence  the  torrent  spread  through  the  l>w-lying  landi 
at  Charlton,  passed  the  Sandford  Mill,  and  rushing  onward  through  the  Sandford- 
fields  swept  over  the  made  ground  of  Wood*s  iioad  in  a  cascade  some  three  feet 
in  depth,  and  immediately  spread  itself  through  the  **  Mitre  Fields,'*  carrying 
away  fences,  pig-sties,  hay-ricks,  and  garden  produce  in  its  onward  progress! 
From  the  Mitre  Fields  the  torrent  rolled  across  the  Bath  Aoad,  Cambray,  Rodney 
Terrace,  and  Regent  Street  to  the  Promenade,  where  it  made  a  cleau  breach 
through  some  of  the  principal  houses,  gushing  down  the  front  steps  and  up  thtf 
area  gratings  in  cascades  which  reached  halfway  across  the  spacious  pavements, 
while  over  the  roadway  itself  it  rushed  with  the  velocity  of  a  mill  rase,  being  all 
but  impassable  to  carriages  and  vehicles,  and  carrying  aw>iy  several  venturesome 
pedestrians  who  attempted  to  ford  it  From  the  Promenade,  the  tide,  now  more 
than  a  hundred  yards  m  width,  rolled  past  the  Royal  Crescent,  Bays  Hill  Terrace, 
and  St.  Greorge's  Terrace,  until  it  rejoined  the  nncoverfd  portion  of  the  river 
near  Jessops*  Gardens.  H^^re  the  weight  and  impetus  of  the  immense  body  of 
water  became  perfectly  irresistible,  and  at  a  bend  of  the  stream  at  the  back  of 
York  Terrace  it  burst  through  the  embankment,  and  rolled  in  wide  spread  deso- 
lation through  the  beautiful  nursery  grounds  which  lay  stretched  beyond.  The 
wall  between  the  gardens  of  Messrs.  Jessop,  juns.  and  sen.  was  swept  away,  and  a 
large  number  of  fancy  poultry,  belonging  to  the  former,  were  drowned,  while  the 
gardens  of  the  latter,  one  hour  before  a  perfect  picture  of  cultivated  beauty, 
becanoe  the  bed  of  a  raging  torrent  of  mud  and  water.  The  greenhouses,  with 
their  costly  plants,  were  swept  away,  the  arches  of  rose  trees,  which  had  cost 
years  of  labour  to  bring  to  maturity,  were  destroyed,  and  the  rich  loam  of  the 
garden,  to  the  extent  of  several  hundred  yards,  was  washed  away  before  the 
advancing  torrent.  The  water  lay  on  one  portion  of  Mr.  Jessop's  grounds 
upwards  of  seven  feet  in  depth,  and  in  the  .course  of  the  evening  a  quantity  of 
debris,  consisting  of  bricks,  gravel,  and  pieces  of  wood,  was  swept  throuKh  the 
breach  in  the  embankment  into  the  gardens  of  the  estimated  weight  of  from  600 
to  600  tons !  From  Jessop's  Gardens  the  waters  found  an  outlet  through  the 
arches  of  the  Great  Western  Railway,  and  sweeping  over  the  low  lying  lands 
beyond,  continued  their  destructive  course  through  AUtone,  and  there  spread 
themselves  over  the  face  of  the  country  for  many  miles.  For  between  three  and 
four  hoars  this  torrent  of  water  continued  to  rush  through  the  streets  at  the  rate 
of  six  or  seven  miles  an  hour,  in  a  stream  from  one  to  two  hundred  yards  wide, 
and  in  some  places  nearly  five  feet  deep ;  and  from  these  facts,  those  who  did  not 
witness  the  phenomena,  can  form  some  faint  conception  of  the  scene,  of  which 
we  at  home  were  compelled  to  be  reluctant  spectators.    *'  £xaminer,"  Aug.  1. 

1865.  July.  Col.  Shewell.  This  gallant  officer,  whose  name  is  so  well 
known  in  Cheltenham,  has  taken  the  command  of  the  second  brigade  of  cavalry 
in  the  Crimea,  during  the  absence  of  Lord  George  Paget,  who  is  on  his  way  to 
England  for  a  short  stay  to  recruit  his  health.     "  Examiner,"  Aog- 1. 

1866.  August  16.  The  dipper  of  the  tenor  bell  in  St.  Mary's  Chnrdh  fell 
out  this  evening,  and  considerably  marred  the  music  of  the  "  merry  peal.'* 

1856.  August  26.  The  late  Flood  Subscriptions  announced  for  the  sufferers  by 
this  calamity  of  upwards  of  £:l!00— Lord  Fitzhardiiige  giving  £10;  Lord  North- 
wick,  Mr.  Grenville  Berkeley,  Mr.  Pilkington,  Mr.  Lnmb,  Mr,  Skillicorne,  51r* 
Corbett,  and  Mr  Schonswai^,  £5  each.  The  total  damage  done  was  estimated  at 
£10,000,  Mr.  Jessop's  loss  alone  being  found  to  exceed  £800,  besides  the  loss  of 
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msny  rare  plants  on  which  no  money  Talne  conld  be  put,  hecanse  they  were  snch 
ak  DO  money  coold  replace.  In  Mr.  Jessop's  garden  one  large  stone,  of  a  ton 
Weight,  wa?  shifted  bodily  many  yards  by  the  force  of  the  water. 

1855.  August  28.  Public  meeting  at  Charlton  £ings.  A  silver  salver  pre- 
sented to  Sir  William  Bnssell,  previous  to  his  departure  for  the  Crimea. 

18B5.  August.  Subscription 'raised  for  purchasing  the  Old  Workhouse,  now 
the  Parish  Church  National  and  Infant  Schools,  near  the  Great  Western  Station. 
The  building  was  purchased  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Hasell,  then  Parish  Church 
warder,  for  £520;  of  this  £300  was  paid  by  legacies  previously  available  for  the 
purpose,  and  of  the  remaining  £250,  £192  was  collected  by  Mr.  Joliu  Kussell, 
and  on  Mr.  Close's  return  this  month,  the  building  was  handed  over  to  him  for 
the  use  of  the  schools,  free  from  debt. 

1855.  ?*eptember  4.  The  coal  wharves  and  brick  yards  on  the  Old  Glouces- 
ter-road, six  acres  in  extent,  sold  by  -uction  by  Mr.  James  Villar.  The 
purchaser,  Mr.  John  Williams ;  price  £2,540. 

1855.  September.  Illness  of  the  Eev.  F.  Close.  The  rev.  gentleman  was 
rowing  on  the  lake  of  Greneva  and  blistered  his  hand :  the  wound  became  so 
serious  that  an  operation  under  chlorotorm  was  considered  necessary,  and  an 
attack  of  gout  supervening  in  the  injured  arm,  the  patient's  life  was  for  some  time 
in  danger. 

1 855 .  September.  A  Crimean  memorial  proposed  to  be  erected  in  Cheltenham 
College.  Of  the  twenty-six  officers  killed  m  the  attack  on  the  Bedan,  no  less  than 
five  were  old  Collegians. 

1855.  ^^eptember.  Lient.  C.  W.  Willis,  of  the  33rd  Regiment,  son  of  Dr. 
Sherlock  Willis,  of  the  Manor  House.  Swindon,  and  a  former  pupil  of  Cheltenham 
College,  wounded  in  the  English  attack  on  the  Kedan. 

1855.  September  10,  Sews  arrived  in  Cheltenham  of  the  final  assault  and 
capture  of  Sebastopol.  Upwards  of  3000  bulletins  were  sold  at  the  **  Examiner" 
Office ;  and  so  great  was  the  rush  that  the  crowd  who  were  admitted  at  the  front 
door  had  to  be  let  out  by  the  back.  In  the  next  number  of  the  paper,  the 
following  lines  appeared  appropriate  to  the  occasion : — 

"10    TBITJMPHB !" 

Aye,  chime  the  bells — and  bid  each  rocking  steeple. 
Peal  forth  the  tidings ; — chime  it  loyal  bells ! 

Lo !  far  beneath,  they  cinster — happy  people. 
With  lips  of  praising,  and  with  heart  that  swells. 

0*er  the  propd  forts  our  foeman  stoutly  cherished 

As  from  vast  pyres,  the  murderous  torrents  blase- 
Mines  burst — and  navies  sunk— and  myriads  perishM — 
'Tis  ours  I— great  God  be  thank*  d — that  day  of  days ! 

See  I  a  glad  Snltan  leads  a  rare  ovation. 

Where  pale  of  late  he  told  the  desperate  hours, 

Oh  I  how  he  smiles  to  name  our  island  nation 
Oh  1  how  he  lands  our  deed  of  justice— ours  ! 

See  I  with  keen  hand,  an  eager  Emperor  tearing 
The  sealed  despatch  ;  enough !  that  thrilling  glance, 

Enough  I  oh  hark ! — The  vocal  winds  are  bearing         ». 
One  grand  Te  Jktm  from  triumphant  France ! 
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See !  a  sweet  lady  hears  the  gallant  story 

Where  waves  the  heather  round  her  quiet  door ; 

Hears  of  that  fierce  assault — th  >se  feats  of  glory 
Tlie  breach  accomplished,  and  the  struggle  o,er ! 

Hears  how  her  troops  in  life  and  death  adore  her ; 

In  life  aod  death  enhance  her  rare  renown ; 
Perch antse  she  kneels ; — perchance  there  fails  before  her 

A  tew  of  joy— a  jewel  from  the  crown  ! 

See  a  whole  world,  astonished,  mute,  confounded, 
(So  passing  quick  the  last  great  exploits  came) 

A  whole  wide  world  (thus  is  our  prowess  bounded) 
Owns  the  just  cause,  and  hails  tlie  deed  of  fame ! 

Cheltenham,  Sept.  17, 1855.  J.  D.  M. 

1855.  Septe4uber  20.  Stormy  meeting  at  the  Town  Hall  on  the  Public 
Library  Act  The  resolution  for  the  introduction  of  the  Aot  into  Cheltenham 
lost  on  a  si'Ow  of  hands. 

1855.  September  29.  Meeting  to  commemorate  the  completion  of  th^. 
Koman  Catholic  Church  ;  Among  the  toasts  were — "  Our  Protestant  friends,  and 
thanks  for  their  donations." 

1855.  September  30.  The  Incumbent  of  Christ  Church  on  this  day  of 
National  Thanksgiving,  asserted  from  the  pulpit  that  the  capture  of  Sebastopol 
was  an  occasion  of  humiliation  rather  than  tlinnksgiving,  because  on  that  day 
"the  English  soldiers  had  turned  their  backs  upon  their  enemies  in  the  day  of 
battle." 

1855.    November  7.    Cheltenham  *'  Eiaminer"  first  printed  by  steam. 

18)5.  November  19.  Death  of  Major  John  Harman  Brown,  one  of  the 
oldest  ofi&cers  in  the  army,  at  his  residence,  Salopian-villas.  He  was  born  in 
1763,  joined  the  52nd  Foot  as  ensign  in  1779,  and  retired  in  1813,  after  more 
than  40  years  active  service.  Such  was  the  vigour  of  the  deceased  General's 
constitution,  that  although  upwards  of  92  years  of  age,  he  has  been  in  the  habit, 
up  to  the  last  few  months,  of  frequently  travelling  from  Cheltenham  to  London 
and  back  the  same  day. 

1855.  November  22.  Visit  of  Lord  John  Russell  to  Cheltenham.  His. 
lordship  was  the  guest  of  Dr.  Humphreys,  dead  Master  of  the  Grammar  School, 
and  was  present  while  the  pupils,  300  in  number,  were  under  examination. 

1865.  November  25.  Uev.  F.  Close  preached  in  the  Parish  Church,  the 
first  time  since  his  recent  illness. 

1855.  November  29.  Sir  Colin  Campbell,  (now  Lord  Clyde),  visited 
Cheltenham,  anji  took  up  his  quarters  at  the  Queen's.  No  public  demonstratipn 
was  made,  as  the  gallant  general  was  to  start  for  the  Crimea  in  tbree  or  four) 
days. 

1855.  December  15.  Lieut.  Battine,  his  brother,  and  two  other  officers  of 
Chatham  garrison,  drowned  by  the  upsetting  of  a  boat  on  the  river  Medway. 
**  The  young  Battines  were  intimately  known  in  Cheltenham,  where  their  kite 
father.  General  Battine,  resided,  and  where,  indeed,  their  widowed  mother,  as 
well  as  It  any  near  and  dear  relatives  still  live.  The  painful  bereavement  io 
which  Mrs  Dattme  has  thus  been  subjected,  was  nv>8t  feelingly  alluded  to  by  the 
Bev.  A.  Boyd  in  the  course  of  his  sermon  at  Christ  Church  on  the  following 
Sunday  morning.'*    "  Examiner." 

1856.  January  16.  Madame  Jenny  Lind  Goldschmidt  gave  two  concerts  at 
the  Assembly  Rooms.  After  the  performance,  the  fair  singer  handed  to  Mr. 
T.  G.  Palmer  a  donation  of  forty  pounds  for  the  Cheltenham  Hospital. 
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1856.  January  34*.  Captain  Consins,  a  gentlemaa  residing  at  28,  Park  PlMe» 
committed  suicide,  bv  hangins:  himself  from  the  ceiling  of  his  study. 

1866.  Captain  Close,  R..N.,  son  of  the  Rey.  F.  Close,  appointed  to  the  steam 
gunboat  Mohawk,  for  service  in  the  Baltic. 

1856.  A  Crimean  soldier,  named  Seymour,  died  of  look  jaw  in  Cheltenham 
workhouse.  He  was  wounded  at  the  Alma,  and  puUio  indignation  was  strongly 
expressed  at  his  being  dis>charged  on  the  beggarly  pension  of  6d.  a  day,  and  thus 
allowed  to  end  his  days  in  the  workhoaae. 

1856.  February  10.  Sudden  death  of  Mrs.  Skillicome,  mother  of  W.  N. 
Skill icoroe,  Esq.,  m  her  76th  year. 

1856.  Dr.  Humphreys,  head  master  of  the  Grammar  School,  presented  with  a 
copy  pf  "  Natural  History  of  the  Dee  Side,"  bearing  the  inscription, — **  Tim 
book,  printed  by  command  of  the  Queen,  is  presented  to  Cheltenham  Grammar 
School,  by  H.R.H.  Prince  Albert." 

1856.  February.  Gas  Company's  mains  carried  to  the  Midland  Station  and 
to  Marie  Hill. 

1866.  February  13.  Mr.  W.  P.  Brookes,  a  resident  practitioner,  sucoewfully 
applied  a  ligature  round  the  exterior  iliac  artery  of  a  patient  snffering  from 
aneurism,^ — a  very  delicate  and  rare  operation.  The  man  is  now  (1863)  still  well 
and  active. 

1856.  March  5.  General  Wright,  whose  venerable  appearance  was  well 
known  in  Cheltenham,  died  at  his  residence,  Wobuni  Hall,  Grosvenor  Street. 
Be  entered  the  army  in  1796,  saw  much  active  service,  and  his  death  placed  a 
battalion  worth  £1000  a-year,  at  the  disposal  of  the  War  Office  authorities. 

1856.  March  19.  Mr  John  Bamet,  solicitor,  and  known  many  years  as 
coroner  of  the  Cheltenham  district,  died  this  day  at  his  residence,  Monmouth. 

1856.  March  19.  Death  of  Lord  Boston,  aged  79.  He  was  succeeded  by 
his  son,  the  Hon.  George  Ives  Irby,  who  married  Miss  Northey,  a  sister  of 
Mrs.  Agg  (Gardner  of  this  town. 

18564  March  27.  Transfer  of  the  business  of  the  Cheltenham  and  Gloucester- 
shire  Bank,  Clarence  Street,  to  the  County  Bank,  High  Street. — ^April  3.  Suddes 
death  of  Mr.  Wm.  Eidler,  the  manager.  The  **  Examiner**  of  April  9ih,  says ;— 
"  We  deeply  regret  to  record  the  sudden  death  of  this  gentleman,  which  took 
place  at  the  Bank  Buildings,  in  Clarence  Street,  on  Thursday  last.  Deceased, 
for  some  months  past,  appeared  in  a  declining  state  of  health,  being  sulijeet  to 
occasional  fits  of  extreme  nervous  depression.  Latterly  he  appeared  to  be  more 
at  ease,  fie  was  en;;aged  at  the  bank  up  to  the  close  of  the  business  on  Wed- 
nesday afternoon,  but  not  feeling  well  he  retired  to  rest  at  any  early  hour.  He 
was  visited  by  some  members  of  his  5imily  about  midnight,  and  was  heard  by  one 
of  the  servants  to  coufch  as  late  as  half-past  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  but  on 
beinf?  called  about  eight  o'clock  he  was  found  to  be  quite  dead." 

1856.  April  19.  Jonah  Dyer,  a  lad,  six  years  of  age,  in  the  band  of  the  Sonth 
Gloncestershire  Militia,  was  specially  noticed  by  the  Qoeen  at  a  review  at 
Aldershott.  Her  Majesty  was  so  pleased  with  him,  that  she  presented  him 
with  money  to  purchase  him  a  sword  and  belt,  as  a  memento  of  her  royal 
favour. 

1856.  April  20.  Parish  Church  re-opened  after  extensive  repairs,  during  the 
progress  of  which  the  congregation  occupied  the  Town  Hall. 

1856.  Captain  Sir  Wm.  Russell  appointed  to  perform  the  duties  of  deputy 
assistant  adjutant  general,  or  deputy  assistant  quartermaster  general  to  the  cavaliy 
division  in  the  Crimea,  during  the  absence  in  England  of  Brevet  Majors  Connol^ 
and  Fellowes. 

1856.    Imperial  Hotel,  Promenade,  (now  occupied  as  the  Imperial  Club)  { 
into  the  hands  of  Mr.  W.  S.  Davis,  proprietor  of  **  The  Quetns.*' 
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1866.  May  1.  Peace  with  Rassia  pablicly  proclaimed  throogh  the  streets  of 
Cheltenham  by  Mr.  John  Preston,  town  crier. 

1856.  May  4«.  Under  her  Majesty's  proclamation  special  services  were  held 
■to-day  in  thanksgiying  for  the  restoration  of  peace. 

1866.  May  22.  Montpellier  Baths  property  put  np  to  auction  at  the  Plough 
Hotel.  The  highest  bidding  beiuj;  £1,600  the  property  was  declared  "  bought 
in  "  at  the  reserved  price  of  £3,000. 

3856.  May  22.  Messrs.  Handy,  ¥letcher,  and  Beale  Browne  despatched 
consignments  of  their  pure  Qptswold  breed  of  sheep  for  show  at  the  Paris 
Exhibition. 

1856.  June  1.  The  incumbent  preached  a  sermon  at  the  Parish  Church  on 
the  conviction  of  William  Palmer,  for  the  murder  at  fiugeley.  The  sermon  was 
{published  at  the  '*  Examiner"  office  under  the  title  of  **The  Murderer,"  and 
obtained  a  very  large  circulation. 

1866.  ,  June  3.  Beautifully  engrossed  address,  on  vellum,  sifrned  by  many 
hundreds  of  the  principal  residents,  presented  to  Lord  North  wick  for  his  liberality 
in  keeping  open  his  choice  collection  of  pictures  for  the  free  use  of  the  public. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Ghurdner,  Lord  of  the  Manor,  headed  the  deputation  appointed  to  wait 
upon  his  Lordship. 

1856.  June  3.  Peace  demonstration  in  Cheltenham.  Galas  at  the  Old 
Wells  and  Montpellier.  School  children  to  the  number  of  2000  marched 
throogh  the  town  in  honour  of  the  event ;  but  the  inhabitants  generally  showed 
considerable  lukewarmness  from  disappointment  at  the  easy  terms  granted  by  the 
allies  to  Russia. 

1856.  June  5.  Odd  Fellows'  fdte  at  Old  Wells,  to  Colonel  (then  Captain) 
Berkeley,  M.  P. 

1856.    June  6.    Death  of  Dr.  James  Henry  Monk,  Bishop  of  Gloucester  and 

Bristol,  aged  72.    The  venerable  prelate  left  property  to  the  amount  of  £1 50,000. 

1856.    June  14.     A  tremendous  hailstorm  passed  over  Cheltenham.    The 

hail  lay  for  some  hours  in  heaps  on  the  ground,  affording  to  the  urchins  the 

unusnal  pastime  of  a  game  of  snow-balling  in  the  middle  of  June. 

1856.  Jane  25.  Public  meeting  at  the  Town  Hall  for  the  assistance  of  the 
aufferers  by  the  disastrous  floods  in  l?rance.  The  collectioos  amounted  to  between 
,£200  and  £300. 

1856.  July  9.  The  bed  on  which  George  III.  slept  when  visiting  Chelten- 
ham in  the  year  1788,  was  sold  by  Mr.  James  Villar  at  an  auction  at  Fielding's 
Victoria  Hotel,  Winchcomb-stieet,  o^  Wednesday.  The  purchaser  was  F.Findon, 
Esq.,  Prestbury. 

1856.  July  28.  A  liirsre  bird  continued  perched  upon  the  vane  of  the  Parish 
Ohnrch  from  Saturday  afternoon  until  Monday  morning,  when  Mr.  Hoilis  gun- 
smith, brought  a  favounte  rifle  to  the  churchyard,  and  after  about  half-a-dozen 
unsuccessful  shots  managed  to  bring  down  the  strange  visitor  from  its  elevated 
perch.    It  proved  to  be  a  large  pigeon. 

1856.    July.    Meeting  of  the  Urand  National  Archery  Society. 
1866.    August  4.     W^heat  rose  at  Mark  Lane  to-day  12s.  to  14s.  per  quarter. 
On  the  same  day,  growing  crops  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cheltenham  were  sold— 
wheat  £15  per  acre,   barley  £12,  oats  £6,  peas  £10,  and  grass  crops,  with 
grazing  up  to  September  29th,  £6  5s.  per  acre. 

1856.  August  6.  Meetings  of  the  British  Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Science  commenced  at  the  Proprietary  College.  Among  the  many  distin- 
guished visitors  were^Professor  Daubeney,  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Argyle, 
Lord  Wrottesley,  Sir  H.  Rawlinson,  Lord  Stanley,  Sir  J  Kay  Shuttlewortci,  Sir 
^Hharles  Hastings,  Professor  Owen,  Dr.  Brenncjke,  Prussia,  Professor  Rogers, 
.Boston,  &c.    The  inaugural  address  was  delivered  by  the  President,  Dr.  Daubeney^ 
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In  order  to  perpetuate  a  remembriuice  of  the  viait,  medals  were  atrack  in  ffM, 
and  presented  to  the  Proprietary  College  and  Grammar  Sehool. 

1856.  Aagnst  6.  Sir  J.  Boss,  the  celel^rated  Arctic  navigator,  arrived  on  a 
visit  to  Capt.  St.  Clair,  of  Staverton  Coar^  durins:  the  British  Association,  and 
if  expected  to  read  a  paper  on  the  *'  Deviation  of  the  Compass.'* 

1866.  Angast13.  Col.  Lake,  one  of  the  heroes  of  Kara,  arrived  in  Chelt- 
enham the  other  day,  and  took  up  his  residence,  with  his  family,  at  No.  17«  From- 
•nade. 

1856.  August  IS.  Queen's  Hotel.  Upwards  of  one  hundred  visitors  took: 
np  at  this  far  famed  and  magnificent  establishment  durin?  the  .past  week. 

1856.  August  15.  ''  An  official  announcement."  On  f  riday,  Jola  Preston, 
the  town  crier,  delivered  the  following  notice :  '*  Notice  is  hereity  gi^en  to  the 
hakers  and  inhabitants  of  Cheltenham  that  the  price  of  corn  has  decreased 
16s.  per  quarter  within  the  last  three  weeks." 

1856.    August  15.    Imperial  Clnb  formed  at  Cheltenham. 

1856.  August  15.  New  Savings'  Bank  building  in  B.odney  Terrace  opened 
for  business. 

1856.  September  1.  Cheltenham  postmen  clothed  to-day  for  the  first  time  in 
the  *•  Queen's  livery.** 

1856.  September  1.  A  *'  fluke*'  potato  dug  in  the  Elm  Nursery  Gbrdens 
weighing  3^  ounces. 

1856.  September  24.  Meeting  in  the  Town  Hall  for  carrying  out  the- 
Public  Libraries  Act.  Mr.  Qnley,  Capt.  B^bertson,  Mr.  Lingwood,  and  otbera 
opposed  the  introduction  of  the  Act  to  Cheltenham,  and  the  meeting  ^^cided 
against  the  motion  by  an  overwhelming  majority. 

1856.  October  1.  Death  of  Col  Shewell,  (J.B.,  8th  Hussars,  aged  47.  Hb 
was  one  of  the  survivors  of  the  gallant  charge  at  Halaklava. 

1856.  October.  Nine  red  deer,  the  gift  of  Lord  Fitzhardinge,  kept  for 
hunting  purposes  at  the  Cheltenham  kennels,  broke  loose,  and  spread  themselves,. 
OTer  the  country.  It  was  not  until  more  than  a  week,  and  after  several  '*  good 
runs,"  that  the  whole  of  the  deer  were  captured,  and  restored  to  their  stables. 

1856.  October  20.  The  Incumbent  of  Cheltenham  received  an  authoritatiTe 
announcement  from  Lord  Palmerston  of  his  appointmeot  to  the  Deanery  ol 
Carlisle. 

1856.  October  23.  Imperial  Club,  Promenade,  opened  for  the  receptbn  of 
members. 

1856.  November  1.  Public  meeting  at  the  Assembly  Booms  for  a  testim<mial 
to  the  late  Incumbent,  on  his  leaving  for  the  Deanery  of  Carlisle.  Men  of  all' 
parties  in  politics  and  all  sects  in  religion  noited  cortiially  in  the  movement.  The 
iunount  of  subsequent  subscriptions  to  the  testimonial  was  about  ji^l,000,  to 
which  Earl  Fitzhardinge  contributed  the  handsome  sum  of  JS25.  The  parodiial 
clergy  presented  a  separate  testimonial  of  a  folio  Bible,  handsomely  honnd,  anA> 
a  massive  carved  oak  reading  desk.  The  masters  of  the  College  presepted  a> 
handsome  timepiece,  and  the  pupils  a  silver  timepiece ;  while  the  masters  and 
pupils  of  the  Grammar  School  subscribed  for,  and  presented  the  rev.  geotleqian 
witl^,  a  silver  inkstand  and  appointments  of  the  value  of  £20.  All  these  tcwtir 
mpnials  were  presented  to  Mr.  Close,  at  the  Grange,  on  l)ecember  3. 

1856.  November  9.  Dr.  Baring,  the  newly  appointed  Bishop  of  the  Dioee^e^ 
preached  in  the  Parish  Church.  In  the  evei^ing,  Mr.  Qlose  preaehed  the  }ast 
^rmon  of  his  30  years*  ministration  to  bis  congregation.  r 

1856.  Novejnber  26.  The  Water  Conipaqy,  after  long  segotiadpna,  eon- 
tented  to  lay  down  separate  "fire  mains*'  along  the  whole  of  their  syiteqp. 

1856.  Npv^Q^ber  28.  Completion  of  the  new  National  School  i^  SL. 
James's  Square,'  ,on  the  site  formerly  ocenpic^d  bj  the  old  Workhoqse. 
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1856.  November  28.  John  CoUett,  Emm  former^  HP.  for  Athlouf,  and 
for  many  years  a  constant  resident  at  Lake  House,  Cheltenham,  destroyed  liimself 
hy  shooting  himself  throa^h  the  head  with  a  pi«toL  Mr.  Goliett  entertained 
4uch  an  aversion  to  the  game  laws  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  releasing  gamt 
law  offenders  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  by  pavment  of  the  fines  and  expenses 

1856.  December  3.  John  Whitwell,  pupil  of  the  Grammar  School,  and  (jkw 
of  the  Classical  Department,  elected  to  the  Townsend  Scholarship. 

1856.  December.  The  "Cheltenham  Literary  AiuiBai"'^the  articles  bj 
resident  authors— published  at  the  "  Exaruiner"  office. 

1856.  December  11.  Sale  of  property  aud  securities  of  the  late  Cheltenham 
and  Gloucestershire  Bank,  by  Mr.  James  Yillar. 

1856«  December  17.  Only  eight  burials  this  week  for  the  entire  parish  of 
Qi<>iteiiham. 

1856.  December  23.  Public  meeting  at  the  Town  Hall— Col  Berkeley,  MO^., 
in  the  chRir — to  petition  against  the  unjust  and  oj^ressive  features  of  the 
Iocom«  Tax. 

1857.  January  14.  Pirst  annual  meeting  of  the  Infpeiiftl  Club,  bald  at  the 
new  premises,  Promenade.  The  dub  at  that  lime  eomprisad  about  two  huadr^ 
and  fi'ty  members. 

1857  Janaary  17.  Pirst  brick  laid  of  the  Water  Company's  new  reservoir,  at 
Hewlett's.  The  reservoir  is  four  acres  in  extent,  of  a  maximum  4^h  of  twenty- 
five  feet,  and  estimated  to  hold  sixteen  millions  of  gallons  of  water. 

1857.  January  28.  Death  of  Mr.  John  Nash  Belcher,  an  old  inhabitant  pi 
the  town. 

1857.  January.  Prom  an  official  statement  of  the  county  expenditure  it 
appears  tlvat  the  total  county  and  police  rat'is  for  Glouoeetershire,  amounted  to 
j&4>7.793,  of  which  Cheltenham  contributed  £4,658,  or  about  one-tenth. 

1857.  Pebruary  1.  Re-opening  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  after  interior  altern- 
tiotts,  and  re-arrangement  of  the  pulpit  and  readingdesk. 

18o7.  Pfbruary  12.  Death  of  J.  T.  Addams,  Esq.,  for  many  years  manager 
of  the  GUmoeatershire  Bank  in  this  town, 

1857.  Pebruary  12.  Tiie  wife  of  Mr.  George  Smith,  assistsAt  to  Mr.  Westley, 
96,  Uit;h>8treet,  gave  birth  to  three  children. 

1857.  Pebruary  18.  Captain  Berkeley,  M.P.,  visited  Cheltenham,  and  w$» 
initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  the  Masonic  Craft,  on  joining  the  Boyal  0«ion 
Lodge  of  Preemasons. 

1857.  Pebruary  23.  Accident  to  Earl  Pitzhardinge.  While  following  tto 
hounds  in  the  Yale  of  Berkeley,  when  his  lordship  was  stooping  to  avoid  an 
overhanging  bough,  the  horse  stnmbl^  in  a  grip,  and  the  sudden  check  caused 
its  rider  to  be  thrown  over  the  horse's  head  with  considerable  violence.  Hit 
lordship,  however,  fortunately  happened  to  pitch  upon  his  sbonlder.  It  was 
feared  at  first  that  one  or  more  ribs  had  been  broken.  The  carnage  was  sent 
for,  and  the  noble  earl  conveyed  to  Berkeley  Castle,  and  messengers  despatched 
for  medical  assistance.  It  was  hoped  for  some  time  that  the  noble  earl  had  not 
sustained  any  serious  injury ;  the  shock  to  the  system  was,  however,  so  great  that 
be  never  recovered  his  usual  health,  but  continued  to  gradually  sink  untilt  he 
time  of  his  death,  which  took  place  on  Saturday  evening,  October  lOth,  1857,i9 
the  71st  year  of  his  age.  ^ 

1857.  March  4\  l.ord  Palmerston's  Government  defeated  in  the  House  «f 
Commons  by  a  majority  of  sixteen  on  Mr.  Cobden's  motion,  oentanng  the  war  ifk 
China.  An  address  was  got  up  and  received  the  signatures  of  men  m.  all  parties 
in  Cheltenham  urging  his  lordship  to  appeal  to  the  country,  and  eniressing  the 
oonviction  of  the  memorialists  that  **  the  unnatural  and  factious  oouition  in  the 
Boite^of  Commons  wiU  seialt  in  moie  firmly  estiili^l^Jiig  yqn  in  that  ppir«r 
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whieh  yon  have  so  aV^  wielded  dnring  a  most  trying  and  momentons  period  in 
tnpport  of  the  best  interests  of  this  great  conntry.*'  The  address  received 
aeariy  1,200  signstores,  and  was  presented  by  a  deputation  consisting  of  Msjor 
Edwardes  and  W.  M.  Tartt,  Esq.  Lord  Pdmerston  appeared  much  gratified  it 
the  number  of  the  signatures,  and  more  especially,  perhaps,  that  they  included 
^tlemen  of  all  shades  of  opinion.  So  strong  was  the  feeling  in  Cheltenham 
m  (a?our  of  our  policy  in  China,  that,  at  the  election  which  ensued,  Captain 
Berkeley  was  retnrnfd  without  opposition ;  a  requisition  to  Sir  Maxwell  Steels 
proving  a  complete  failure,  and  only  obtaining  alx>ut  800  signatures. 

1867.  March  21,  T.  B.  Goddard,  Esq.,  appointed  Manager  of  the  Glonoes- 
tershire  Bank,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Addams,  deceased. 

1367.  March  24.  Sztraordinary  accident  at  Mr.  Whitcombe's  looking-^ass 
and  picture  galley,  Clarence-street.  The  cistern  oyerflowed  dnring  the  night, 
and  in  the  morning  the  premises  were  found  deluged  with  water,  the  damage 
beinv  estimated  at  several  hundred  pounds. 

1867.  April  1.  Some  wag  ** tried  it  on"  by  sending  an  advertisement  to  the 
**  Ilxaminer,*'  announcing  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Spurgeon,  in  Sandford 
Held.  The  advertisement  being  discovered  to  be  a  hoax,  it  was,  of  course, 
omitted,  but  the  next  morning  the  same  announcement  was  distributed  about  the 
town  in  the  form  of  a  handbill.  A  lar^e  crowd  congregated  in  Sandford  fields 
at  the  hour  named ;  hot,  of  course,  no  Mr.  Spurgeon  I  The  **  Kxaminer  "  of  the 
following  week,  in  noticing  the  occurrence,  says : — **  If  the  author  of  the  hand- 
bill is  discovered,  he  may  probably  find  out  to  his  cost  that  there  is  a  stream  of 
water  nuninR  through  Sandford  Fields,  which  may  be  quite  as  usefully  employed 
in  the  ducking  of  his  own  person  as  in  the  baptism  of  Mormonite  disciples.*' 

1867.  April  18.  Mrs.  Cnllis,  a  **  lady  preacher,"  occupied  the  pulpit  at 
Bethany  Chapel,  Regent-street,  and  delivered  a  disccurse  of  three-qnarters  of  an 
hour  to  a  crowded  and  attentive  audience 

1867.  April  22.  The  Prince  of  Oude,  whose  visit  to  this  country  with  his 
wite  has  occasioned  much  curiosity,  stayed  at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  Promenade,  for 
a  short  time,  on  Wednesday  laat,  en  route  to  the  seat  of  the  Earl  of  Kllenborough, 
at  Southam.  Having  hnd  an  interview  with  his  Lordship  the  Prince  returned  to 
Cheltenham,  but  shortly  afterguards  took  his  departure  for  London,  his  visit 
idtogether  not  occupying  more  than  a  few  hours. — "  Examiner,"  April  29. 

1867.  April.  The  Rev.  H.  W.  Bellairs  and  the  Rer.  F.  Temple  initiated  t^e 
scheme  of  Oxford  Vliddle  Class  Examinations,  since  so  benefioially  acted  upon 
thronvhont  the' country. 

1867.  April.  Among  the  English  officers  created  members  of  the  Imperial 
Order  of  the  Legion  of  Honour  we  observe  the  name  of  Lieut.-Colonel  George 
Steevens,  of  the  20th  Regiment,  (second  son  of  Lieut.«Colonel  Steevens,  of  thia 
town),  a  gallant  officer,  «ho  has  not  survived  to  receive  his  well-earned  decora- 
tion, his  death  having  taken  place  in  February  last,  the  result  of  arduous  service 
in  the  Crimea  — "  Examiner,^*  April  29. 

1867.  May  14.  Death  of  Mr.  Robert  Barns,  the  eldest  son  of  the  poet,  and 
brother  of  Col.  Wm.  Boms  and  Liput.-Col.  James  Burns, of  Cheltenham. 

1867.  May  26.  Openirg  of  St.  Gregory's  (Roman  Catholic)  Church,  with 
•tnnon  by  Cardinal  Wiseman. 

1867.  May  27.  Intin>ation  received  by  Messrs.  Fisher  and  Hasell,  church- 
wardens, of  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  £.  Walker  to  the  Incumbency  of 
Chehenham.  The  new  Incumbent  preached  at  the  Parish  Church  for  the  first 
time  since  his  appointment  on  Sunday,  June  14. 

1867.  July.  The  Dean  of  Cariisle  and  Mrs.  Close  made  a  short  sojomra  at 
Cheltenham  this  month,  residing  at  No.  4,  Bayshill-terrace.  On  Tuesday,  tha 
7th,  the  Dean  officiated  at  the  Parish  Church  at  the  nuptials  of  bis  son,  Henry 
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Pelham  Close,  Esq.,  Bombay  army,  with  Miss  Annie  Undleston,  daughter  of  B. 
B.  Hodleston,  Esq.,  of  Aban  Ck>art. 

1857.  Jaly  4.  Mr.  Charles  Matthews  performed  at  the  Old  Wells,  sustaining 
ihe  character  of  "Mopas"  in  Maimed  for  Money  ;  and  "  Plnmper,"  in  as  CoeH 
a$  a  Oueumbery  before  a  highly  fashionable  audience. 

1857.  -Jnly  4.  Sadden  death  of  Miss  Lonisa  Moroney.  from  spasms  at  the 
lieart,  at  the  residence  of  her  mother,  2,  Blenheim-parade,  Pittville,  aged  26. 

1867.  July.  News  received  in  Cheltenham  from  India  of  the  gallant  conduct 
•of  Lieatenant  MoUer,  of  the  IJth  N.I  With  distinguished  bravery  he  galloped 
into  the  midst  of  the  routineera  at  Meerut,  satisfied  himself  of  the  nature  of 
their  proceedings,  and  then,  by  the  aid  of  a  reyoher,  fought  his  wa^  back.  Lieut. 
Hdller  subsequently  drove  in  his  buggy  to  the  heart  of  the  city,  seized  the 
murderer  of  Mrs.  Chambers,  and  carried  him  off  to  a  gibbet,  from  which  he  waa 
presently  suspended.  This  young  ofiBcer  was  a  brother  of  the  late  Maior  MoUer, 
of  the  50th,  who  fell  in  the  trenches  before  Sebastopol  while  gallantly  cheering 
on  his  260  men,  to  repel  with  the  bayonet  2,000  of  the  enemy. 

1867.  Jnly  17.  Collision  on  the  Oreat  Western  Railway,  near  the  Bayshill 
bridge.  The  **  up"  express,  on  leaving  the  station  at  2.25,  ran  off  the  raih  near 
the  spot  indicated,  and  came  into  collision  with  the  down  train  iust  arriving  from 
Gloucester.  Manv  of  the  passengers  were  severely  shaken ;  but  there  was  no 
loss  of  life  or  limb.  A  pointsman  named  French  was  taken  into  custody  for 
supposed  negligence,  but  it  did  not  appear  he  was  to  blame.  He  was  a  very 
steady  man,  a  Crimean  soldier  with  medals  for  **Alma,*'  ^'BalakUva," 
■•*  Inkermann,**  and  **  Sebastopol." 

1867.  July  25.  Died,  at  East  Ha^rea,  Pittville,  aged  62,  the  Rev.  J.  Browne 
for  more  than  30  years  minister  of  Trinity  Church. 

1867.  July  28.  Presentation  of  a  handsome  time-piece  to  Dr.  Orrell,  by  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Manchester  Unity,  "  as  a  token  of  esteem  for 
his  uniform  kindness  and  attention  to  their  sick  brethren,  and  as  a  testimony  of 
their  appreciation  of  his  character  as  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a  gentleman." 

1867.  August  16.  Sir  William  Russell  left  Charlton  Park  amid  the  wara 
adiettx  of  his  friends  to  proceed  with  his  regiment,  the  7th  Hussars,  for  service 
in  India. 

1857.  August  24.  Special  public  prayer  meeting  for  the  preservation  of  our 
countrymen  and  countrywomen  yet  spaired  from  massacre  in  India. 

1857.  August  Ensign  Browne,  son  of  Dr.  Browne,  of  Pittville,  escaped 
the  general  massacre  of  the  officers  of  the  6th  Bengal  Native  Infantry  at 
Cawnpore. 

1867.  September  16.  Large  nublic  meeting  at  the  Assembly  Rooms  to 
express  sympathy  with  the  sufferers  by  the  Indian  Mutiny,  and  to  organise  means 
for  their  relief.    J.  A.  Gardner,  Esq.,  in  the  chair. 

1857.  September.  Capt.  A.  J.  Schreiber,  31st  Foot,  recommended  to  the 
Sultan  as  worthy  the  decoration  of  the  Order  of  the  Medjidie. 

1857.  September  17.  The  Btv.  Henry  Foulkes,  D.D.,  Principal  of  Jesus 
College,  Oxford,  and  formerly  Incumbent  of  Cheltenham,  died  this  afternoon,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  84.  He  was  appointed  to  the  Incnmbencv  of  Cheltenham  in 
1799,  and  held  it  until  1816,  when  he  was  elected  Principal  of  Jesus  College, 
which  post  he  held  for  forty  years.  Dr.  Foulkes  was  one  of  the  Commissioners 
named  in  the  Cheltenham  Improvement  Act  of  1821. 

1857.  September  22.  A  woman  going  by  the  name  of  Martha  Heath,  and 
living  at  16,  Sandford  Street,  found  drowned  in  the  Chelt,  near  Barrett's  Mill. 
DeccAsed  was  88  years  of  age,  and  the  "  Examiner"  in  noticing  her  death  says  :— 
"^  We  understaad  that,  although  deceased  went  by  ihe  name  of  Heath,  her  real 
name  was  Martha  Probert.    She  waa  the  wife  of  a  man  of  that  name,  who  waa, 
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ki  eompaoy  of  Thartell  vnd  flont,  «Dg«iged  in  the  robbery  and  mnrckr  of  Mr, 
Weare,  whose  death  some  thirty  years  ago  canned  so  maoh  excitement  throughooi! 
the  country.  On  that  occasion  Probert  tiaved  himself  from  the  gallows  b^  Uini- 
log  King's  evideoce.  His  two  companions  in  crime  were  convicted  and  hnng; 
and  Probert  himself  was  some  time  afterwards  eoDvicted  of  horse  stealing,  and 
the  crime  at  that,  time  beiu^  a  capital  offence,  he  suffered  the  same  fate  as  his 
former  accomplices.  Mrs.  Probert  then  took  upon  herself  the  name  of  Heatl^ 
ind  has  since  resided  with  her  relatives  in  Cheltenham." 

1867.  September  23.  News  from  India  of  the  horrible  massacre  tt 
Cawnpore,  in  which  tragedy  upwards  of  830  white  and  native  (  bristians  were 
said  to  have  been  'mutilated  and  destroyed.  The  news  excited  a  feeling  of 
indignation  such  as  Ih  rarely  witnessed.  Allusion  was  made  to  it  in  most  of  tim 
churches,  and  the  subscriptions  for  the  surviving  sufferers  amounted  to  two 
thousand  pounds.  The  following  lines  upon  the  stitte  of  public  feeling  i» 
Cheltenham,  were  inserted  in  tlie  **  £xaminer^  of  September  23rd : — 

CH£LTIirHAM  AND  INDIA. 

Aye,  vy  poor  Townsmen,  ye  may  w^  be  sad 
Well  may  we  call  oar  Meeting,  and  combine 
Our  gifts  ol  sympathy,  and  all  to  feed, 
To  clothe  onr  own  sick  soBa*-yea  more,  to  bind 
The  ghastly  wounds  of  our  sweet,  darling  girls ! 
Cur's  P  yes  our  own !— What  loyal  English  town 
More  whelm'd  with  anguish  P     Where  the  happy  hearths 
More  robb*d  than  oars  P-— 

O,  'tis  a  pleasant  place 
This  Cheltenham  I  the  good  oM  ofiBcer, 
All  bronz*d  aud  bruis'd  with  manifold  campaigns 
Beneath  the  skies  of  Hindostan.  returns 
To  nestle  here — here,  where  the  Cotswolds  break 
The  inclement  blasts  of  winter,  and  the  leaves 
Of  myriad  vistas  screen  the  snraroer's  snn— 
What  meetings  then  with  comrades  I  morn  and  eve 
Bear  the  old  fights  re-fonght,  and  how  they  slew 
The  monarch  of  the  jungle — Merry  days  t 
Merrier  than  this  I— to-day  the  laugh  is  dumb, 
Grief  in  the  face,  and  crape  upon  the  hat. 
Bad  news  to-day  I— 

It  is  a  drawing-room 
The  walls  stand  thick  with  portraits,  manly  son 
And  valiant  nephew,  each  in  unirorm, 
Ta*en  ere  they  left  for  India,  there  they  hang! 
Fine  lordly  features  all !  and  all  are  gone, 
EuU  of  high  hope  and  enterprise,  to  fight 
Hereditary  fues,  perchance  to  vie 
With  tlieir  stout  father's  fame.    Where  are  they  now  P 
**  God  knows !"  a  lady's  burstisg  sobs  replied, 
*'  Poor  Frank  here" — and  she  show'd  a  photograph. 
The  case  all  worn  and  dripping  of  her  tears — 
**  Poor  Frank  was  last  in  I)elhi :  but  the  mails 
Speak  not  of  him — my  gentle  Robert,  too, 
(0  God,  so  like  his  sire !)  a  poniard,  sir, 
Cleft  that  young  loving  heart  V* 
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Most  pMong  sad ! 
Sad,  yet  not  saddest, — yon  remember  well 
Sweet  EtnineliDe  the  beautiful  p-^'twas  the 
The  bellfi  of  beUes  that  soaree  two  yean  ago 
AH  eyes  so  worthipp'd^on  the  Proinenade, 
Or  in  the  dance,  vho  like  her  P    Merry  girl  I 
And  good  as  merry !— well,  the  wedding  came, 
A  blitliesome  one,  I  warrant  ye— the  spire 
BancM  to  the  peait— delighted  guests  announc'd 
All  ioys — and  in  the  nnptial  toast  'twas  said 
How  she  should  go  to  India  and  grow  ridi 
And  live  so  long  and  happily  I — and  so 
They  sailM. — Anon,  the  Dkwsed  mails  urriv'd 
Bearing  glad  news  of  both— anon  they  spake 
Of  .Emmeline's  tweet  infant— and  anon 
Of  neither  babe  nor  parent  ! — but  then  came 
Words  which  I  may  not  copy.    *        *        ♦        ♦        * 

Oh !  my  poor  Townsmen,  we  may  weU  be  sad. 

Well  may  we  fix  our  briaming  eyes  above 

And  gaze !  and  gaze !  and  gase !  J.  D.  M. 

1857,  September.  The  honorary  canonry  in  Gbncester  Cathedral,  Taeant  bf 
the  death  of  the  Rev.  Richard  Davies,  conferred  on  the  Rev.  Archibald  Boyd, 
A*M.,  incumbent  of  Christ  Church. 

1857.  Welcome  Home.-^Among  the  names  in  our  arrival  list  this  week  we 
observe  with  ple.asure  that  of  our  respected  townsman,  Oeorge  Edmunds  Williams^ 
Bsq.,  who  returns  to  his  professional  avocatipns  in  Cheltenliam  after  a  long 
aojonm,  under  medical  treatment,  in  London.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Williams  wiU 
rejoice  to  learn  that  he  has  so  far  conquered  his  old  enemy  the  gout,  as  to  be 
able  to  resume  his  duties  as  clerk  to  the  Commissioners,  as  well  as  to  apply  himself 
•8  uFual  to  his  own  professional  practice.     ■*  Examiner,'*  Sept.  30. 

1857.  A  Cheltenham  Hero.— We  understand  that  Lieut.  Bogle,  of  the  78tii 
Highlanders,  who  distinguished  himself  so  greatly  at  the  capture  of  Oonao,  oa 
the  20th  of  July,  is  a  son  of  A.  Bogle,  Esq.,  of  Clarence  House,  in  this  town. 
Be  was  severely  wounded  while  leading  the  way  into  a  loopholed  bouse.  General 
Havelock  has  recommended  the  gallant  young  officer  to  the  notice  of  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Commander-in-Chief.    **  Examiner,"  Sept.  80. 

1857.  Ocvober  1  and  2.  Mr.  W.  Russell,  the  **  Tunes"  correspondent,  ga?e 
his  personal  reminiscences  of  the  Crimean  war.  ^ 

1857.  October  7.  Bay  of  national  humiliation  and  pniyer  nniler  the  Queen's 
proclamatioo.  Services  at  all  the  churches  and  chapels.  The  **  Examiner  "  in 
prefacing  its  report  of  the  various  sermons  says — '*  Her  Majest/s  commands 
were  obeyed  with  all  the  solemnity  befitting  the  occasion.  The  hundreds  of  our 
families  who  have  friends  md  relatives  in  India— the  hundreds  more  whose  eon* 
neetions  are  on  the  way  thither  to  avenge  the  outrages  which  have  been  per* 

Setrated  on  our  suffering  fellow-oonntrymen,are  all  at  this  moment  moved  with 
eep  feelings  of  sorrow  or  anxiety  ;  whih)  among  the  great  mass  of  the  nation, 
there  are  few  hearts  who  do  not  sympathke  with  the  suffering  from  which  they 
individually  are  exempt,  or  who  do  not  feel  that  in  this  rebellion,  there  are  cir- 
immstances  which  deeply  affect  our  national  honour,  and  call  for  a  public  exprear 
sion  of  national  humiliation." 

1867.  A  relic  of  ifrederick  the  Great  found  at  Lanidown.  **  A  man  digging 
in  a  garden  at  Lansdown,  turned  up  a  medal  in  an  excellent  state  oi  presehration* 
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Tbe  piece,  which  it  somewhat  larger  than  an  Enriith  crown,  was  etracic  to  oom- 
■emorate  the  two  Tictories  grained  by  Frederick  the  Oreat  orer  the  Anstriaos" 
that  at  Koaebach,  No?.  5, 1767,  and  that  at  Litsa  on  Dee.  5,  in  the  same  year. 
It  is  cast  from  gnn  metal  from  caonon  captured  in  the  above  emragementa,  and 
bears  on  its  face  an  equestrian  il^re  of  the  f^reat  Frederick,  with  the  words 
*  Frederick,  D.  G.,  Bonrs,  Rex.,  et  Protestanti  Defense*,  and  on  the  reverse  a  battle 
piece  witn  the  motto  *Qoo  nihil  mag^s  melinsve.*  The  medal  has  been  purchased 
Dy  Mr.  Jnng,  nurseryman.'*    *'  Examiner,**  November  4«.  ^ 

1857.  November  17.  Sudden  deathof  J.  J.  AigIey,Esq.,  at  his  residence, 
Bonlton  Vilhi,  Charlton  Kings. 

1867.  November  24.  Marriage  of  Captain  Berkeley,  M. P. — We  nnderatand 
the  gallant  member  for  Cheltenham  was  married  yesterday  to  Miss  Snmner,  a 
daughter  of  Colonel  Holme  Sumner,  of  the  Halchlands,  near  Guildford,  Surrey. 
The  young  lady  is  a  near  relative  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  The  belh  of 
our  parish  church  rang  out  a  meny  peal  last  evening  in  honour  of  the  event 
«*  Examiner.*' Nov.  26. 

1857.  November  26.  Lieutenant  D.  M.  Gilby,  son  of  the  B«v.  F.  D,  Gilby 
leverely  wounded  at  Cawnpore. 

1867.  November  28.  Distressing  accident  in  the  hunting  field  to  Mrs.  E. 
Dangeifield,  of  1,  Berkeley  Villas.  Mrs.  Dangerfteld  was  riding  on  her  pony 
when  the  horse  of  one  of  the  field  struck  out  with  tremendous  force,  inflicting  a 
compound  fracture  of  the  bones  of  the  leg.  The  **  gentleman  P**  riding  the 
Tisciona  brute  galloped  on  without  stopping  to  enquire  into  the  extent  of  the 
iigury. 

1857.  Dec.  Vice- Admiral  Sir  Maurice  Berkeley,  on  quitting  the  Admiralty, 
has  bestowed  his  hauling-down  vacancy  upon  Commander  Fredk.  Augustus  Maxse 
(1865),  now  serving  in  the  Ariel  at  Gibraltar.  Captain  Maxse  is  the  officer  who, 
as  Lieutenant,  traversed  a  forest  spme  thirty  miles  in  extent,  thickly  interspersed 
with  Cossacks,  in  order  to  convey  intelligence  to  and  from  Lord  Raglan  and  Lord 
Lyons  after  the  battle  of  Alma;  for  which  he  was  specially  promoted  on  com- 
pleting the  necessary  period  of  service.    **  Examiner. ' 

1867.  Dec.  Cheltenham  Collegians  in  India.  Proposal  for  a  memorial  window 
with  tablets  bearing  the  names  of  the  nine  pupils  of  the  College  who  fell  at  the 
■eige  of  Delhi,  similar  to  that  erected  to  the  ten  other  pupils  who  fell  in  the 
Crimea. 

1858.  January.  Mr.  Mangles,  Chairman  of  the  East  India  Company,  gave 
a  cadetship  in  the  Indian  Navy  to  the  third  son  of  Mr.  Cheek  of  Evesham,  as  a 
token  of  sympathy  with  the  father  on  the  loss  of  his  elder  son  (late  a  popil  in 
the  Cheltenham  Grammar  School)  at  the  hands  of  the  rebels  in  the  Indian 
Mutiny.  '  / 

I860.  January.  Proposed  new  street,  to  afford  a  direct  communication  from 
CUrence  Stieet  to  the  Great  Western  Station,  in  St.  James's  Square.  The 
^iien  was  set  on  foot  by  Messrs.  Paul  and  Knight,  and  was  warmly  taken  up  1^ 
the  Town  Commissioners.  The  street  was  to  pass  over  an  angle  of  the  ground 
now  occupied  by  the  Temporary  Church,  and  thence  through  the  garden  behind 
the  Catholic  Church.  It  was  discovered,  however,  that  the  Ojmmissionera, 
owing  to  an  omission  in  their  Act  of  Parliament,  had  no  power  to  carry  out  tJie 
undertaking,  and  the  project  was  abandoned. 

1858.  January.  <  apt.  Berkeley,  M.P.,  gasetted  to  the  Hon.  Colonelcy  of 
the  Ri»yal  South  Gloucester  Militia,  in  the'  room  of  his  uncle,  the  late  Lord 
Fitzhardinge.  In  the  O^MeU^  of  January  16th,  Lieut  ^Colonel  Newman  wu 
appointed  Colonel-Commandant  of  the  Regiment 

1868.  January.  Rev.  G.  Butler,  M.A.,  appointed  Vice-Principal  of  Chelt- 
enham College. 
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1858.  Jannarj  7.  News  received  at  Cheltenham  of  the  arrival  at  Calcatta, 
on  the  19th  NoTemher,  of  Sir  W.  Rassel,  Bart.,  in  command  of  the  7th  Hussari, 

1858.  January  7.  Maffled  peal  at  the  Parish  Church,  in  memory  of  Qen. 
Hayelock,  the  news  of  whose  death  was  receiTed  this  day. 

1858.    January.     Proposal  to  erect  a  peal  of  eight  bells  at  St.  Luke's  Church, 

1858.  January  14f.  Vestry  meeting  to  consider  a  proposal  for  altering  and 
enlarging  the  Pari<th  Church.  The  principal  interior  alterations  proposed  were» 
to  re-pew  the  Church  and  remove  the  organ  to  the  north  transept,  and  to  increase 
the  accommodation  to  1364  sittings  instead  of  1177.  as  at  present.  The  vestry 
sanctioned  the  alterations,  and  a  considerable  sum  was  subscribed  towards  the 
expense ;  bnt,  on  the  Incumbent  and  the  committee  going  to  Qloucester  for  a 
faculty,  they  met  with  so  much  opposition  from  pew  owners  that  the  design  was 
abandoned. 

1858.  February.  Contract  for  the  Cheltenham  branch  sewers  given  ta 
Messrs.  Tomlinson  and  Harpnr,  for  £12,740.  The  bighe^it  estimate  was  £26,500 
and  the  lowest  £9,600. 

1858.  February  24.  Opening  of  Cheltenham  College  Chapel,  with  a  sermon 
by  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese. 

1858.  March  12.  Death  of  James  i^ 'Gardner,  Esq.,  Lord  of  the  Manor^ 
aged  54.  lie  was  son  of  the  late  Major  Agg,  H.B.I.C.S.,  who  for  many  years 
resided  at  Hewlettfs  near  this  town,  and  was  one  of  our  local  magistrates. 
Major  Agg  married  a  sister  of  the  late  John  Cardner  Esq.,  the  wealthy  banker 
and  brewer,  and  by  her  had  issue  three  sons— W.  J.  Agg,  Esq.,  the  present 
possessor  of  Hewletts ;  the  late  Thomas  Agg,  Esq.,  whuse  widow  yet  residea 
among  us;  and  .James  Agg,  Esq.,  whose  death  «e  now  record.  On  the  death  of 
of  Mr.  Gardner,  in  February,  1 836,  Mr.  J.  Agg  assumed  the  surname  of  his  deceased 
relative,  and,  at  the  same  time,  became  possessed  of  much  of  Mr.  Gardner's 
property  Ele  married,  on  October  16th,  1844,  Miss  E.  Northey,  daughter  of 
W.  H.  Northey,  Esq.,  of  Oving  House,  Bucks,  and  niece  of  T.  Fortescue,  Esq., 
of  Suffulk  Lawn. — ^^ Examiner,*'  March  17.  [Mr-  Gardner's  death  evoked  a 
deep  feeling  of  sorrow  among  all  clas^^  in  Cheltenham,  amon^  whom  he  was 
held  in  the  highest  respect.  So  great  was  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held 
that  his  fellow  townsmen,  of  all  shades  of  political  opinion,  joined  in  testifying 
their  respect  for  his  memory  by  a  public  funeral.  Special  aUosion  was  also  made 
to  the  sad  event  at  most  of  the  Churches,  and  at  the  Congregational  and  other 
Dissenting  places  of  worship.] 

1858.  March  15.  Eclipse  of  the  sun,  visible  in  Cheltenham.  By  a  curious 
coincidence,  the  first  lesson  in  the  morning  service  for  that  day  was  the  account 
of  the  suu  and  moon  standing  still  at  the  bidding  of  Joshua. 

1853.  March  16.  Elopement  of  a  gallant  officer  with  the  daughter  of  a 
gallant  colonel.  The  young  lady  set  fire  to  the  window  curtains  of  her  room, 
and,  in  the  confusion  which  ensued,  made  her  escape  from  the  house ;  and  was 
duly  married  at  Walcot  Church,  Bath,  before  her  gallant  parent  bad  discovered 
her  whereabouts. 

1858.  March  21.  Sacrament  at  St.  Gregory's  Catholic  Church,  when  the 
Hon.  and  Bight  Rev.  Dr.  Clifford,  titular  Bishop  of  Clifton,  administered  the 
holy  communion  to  about  300  members  of  the  congregation. 

1858.  March  24.  Much  excitement  caused  in  Cheltenham  by  a  report  that 
the  Emperor  of  the  French  bad  been  assassinated.  It  appeared  that  a  telegram 
was  received  of  the  resdlt  of  the  University  boat  race,  in  which  was  the  passage, 
"  the  Empeior  shot  a-head."  By  some  mistake  the  words  were  read,  and  the 
news  disseminated,  as  *'  the  Emperor  shot  dead." 

1858.  March  25.  Presentation  of  a  piece  of  plate,  value  100  guineas,  to  the 
Bev.  W.  Dobson,  Principal  of  the  College,  by  the  masters  and  assistant  mastera* 
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1858.  March.  Proposal  to  erect  a  memorial  window  to  the  memoiy  of  the 
late  Mr.  Gardner  in  the  Parish  Church.  The  window  was  erected  as  proposed, 
and  represents  the  appropriate  story  of  the  Good  Samaritan. 

1858.  April  7.  Extensive  rohbery  of  Mr.  Moses,  pawnbroker,  172,  High 
Street.  The  thieves  took  150  gold  and  silver  watches,  300  wedding  rings,  iH 
onnces  of  old  gold,  large  quantities  of  silver  plate,  and  other  valuables,  to  the 
aipount  of  seven  or  eight  hundred  pounds.  No  trace  could  be  obtained  of  the 
thieves,  nor  was  any  of  the  property  ever  recovered. 

1858.  April.  Accounts  received  of  the  death  of  Lieut.  Power,  late  a  pupil 
of  Cheltenham  Colles^e,  at  a  tiger  hunt  in  India.  Power  attacked  a  hu?e  tiger 
with  great  gallantry,  but,  his  attendants  running  away,  the  brute  seized  the  poor 
fellow  and  shook  him  like  a  dog  worrying  vermin.  When  assistance  arrived, 
Lieut.  Power  was  only  able  to  exclaim,  "  I  am  dying,"  and  instantly  expired. 

1858.  May  4.  Death  of  Mr,  Charles  Fowler,  for  many  years  one  of  the 
leading  physicians  of  the  town.  Mr.  Fowler  had  retired  from  practice  for  some 
time,  a  disease  of  the  brain  having  incapacitated  him  for  the  active  duties  of  his 
profession.  On  his  retirement  an  address,  numerously  signed,  was  presented  to 
nim,  the  document  being  enclosed  in  a  casket  of  exqiisite  design  and  elaborate 
workmanship,  made  expressly  for  the  occasion.  It  was  formed  of  solid  rosewood, 
richly  ornamented  with  filagree  work  and  silver,  having  on  a  silver  plate  a  copy 
of  the  address  and  appropriate  inscription.  It  was  surmounted  by  a  statuette  group 
in  frosted  silver,  being  a  facsimile  of  the  "Good  Sam  ar  tan"  standing  in  the 
vestibule  of  the  Cheltenham  Hospital,  of  the  medical  staff  of  which  institution 
Mr.  Fowler  was  for  many  y6ars  the  senior  member.  The  value  of  the  testimoaial 
presented  with  the  address  was  nearly  £1,700,  about  £1,600  of  which  was 
invested  for  Mr.  Fowler's  benefit.  The  remainder  (deducting  about  sixty 
guineas  for  the  cost  of  the  casket)  was  enclosed  in  the  drawer  containing  the 
address  and  signatures. 

1858.  May  15.  Presentation  of  a  tankard  ajad  purse  of  200  sovereigns  to 
Harry  Ayris,  for  25  years  huntsman  to  the  late  Lord  Fitihardinge.  The  testi- 
monial was  raised  by  gentlemen  hunting  the  Cheltenham  countiv.on  the  occasion 
of  the  Berkeley  hounds  being  withdrawn  from  the  district.  The  *'  Examiner," 
in  recording  the  presentation,  says — "The  precise  date  when  the  Berkeley  fox- 
hounds were  established  cannot  be  fixed.  £ven  so  far  back  as  the  time  of 
William  the  Conqueror,  the  Berkeley  family  hunted  with  as  much  ardour  as  they 
do  now.  Smith,  in  his  MSS.,  refers  to  the  time  *  when  Lord  Berkeley  kept 
thirty  huntsmen,  in  tawney  coats,  and  his  hounds  at  the  village  of  Charing 
^ow  Charing  Cross,  in  the  middle  of  London),  and  hunted  in  that  vicinity.* 
What  they  hunted,  however,  does  not  clearly  appear :  we  should  suppose  other 
than  foxes." 

1858.  May  16.  This  (Sunday)  morning  about  eleven  o'clock,  a  storm  of 
terrific  violence,  though  of  short  duration,  passed  over  the  town.  In.  many 
houses  windows  were  blown  in,  and  lookiof^  glasses  and  other  furniture  hurled 
about  the  rooms.  At  Arle  Cottage,  on  the  Tewkesbury  Road,  the  lightning 
struck  the  roof,  and  passed  from  room  to  room  in  the  most  strange  manner. 
A  chimney  was  knocked  down,  a  window  and  frame  carried  bodily  into  the  room, 
the  doors  of  a  wardrobe  cut  open,  as  from  the  blow  of  a  hatchet,  the  flooring 
was  in  several  places  torn  up,  and  solid  masses  of  brickwork  and  masonry  were 
cracked  and  splintered  in  all  directions.  The  inmates  of  the  house  escaped  in  an 
almost  miraculous  manner.  Mr  Glassing  and  a  lodger,  who  were  sitting  in  a 
room  down  stairs,  escaped  unhurt.  Mrs.  Glassing  was  dressing  before  a  looking- 
glass  in  her  bedroom:  the  glass  was  shattered  to  pieces  but  she  herself  escaped 
uninjured.  A  nephew,  who  was  ill  in  an  adjoining  room,  had  his  bed  covered  bj 
a  complete  avalanche  of  the  alebris  of  the  building.    On  bis  removal  to  the 
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Hospital,  it  was  foand  that  a  piece  of  flesh,  three  inches  in  length,  had  been 
removed  from  his  shoulder ;  and,  imbedded  in  the  wonud,  a  sm^l  piece  of  his 
shirt  was  fonnd.  His  face,  chest,  arms,  and  abdomen  were  much  grazed,  and 
one  eye  completely  closed,  the  loss  of  the  sight  being  at  first  apprehended. 
FortunHt4>ly,  he  recovered  ultimately,  without  any  permanent  injary. 

1858.  May  19.  Mrs.  Hewson,  wife  of  Dr.  Hewson,  of  Warwick  Honae, 
committed  suicide  by  poison.  Deceased  had  been  bat  lately  married  to  Dr. 
Hewson,  and  committed  the  act  in  a  fit  of  insanity. 

1858  May  31  Sudden  death  of  Mr.  C.  P.'Wickes,  for  many  years  lessee 
of  the  Pittville  and  Montpellier  Spas 

1858.  May  31.  The  «  Hereford  Times"  reports  the  festivities  which  took 
j>lace  to-day  at  Brierly,  near  Leominster,  to  celebrate  the  coming  of  age  of 
Edward  Dangerfield,  jun.,  Esq.,  son  of  Edward  Dangerfleld,  Esq.,  of  Cheltenham. 
Hr,  Dangerfield  hail  reeeotly  purchased  the  Brierly  Estates,  and  a  number  of  the 
tenants  — Mr.  S.  Griffiths,  who  farms  400  acres,  Mrs.  Coates,  Mrs.  Tipton,  and 
others — entertained  the  whole  of  the  tenants  and  Inbourers  to  May  games,  and  a 
sobstantial  repast  in  honour  of  the  majority  of  the  "  young  squire." 

1858.  June  9.  The  "  Examiner"  of  this  day  records  the  fact,  as  proving  the 
healthiness  of  the  town,  that  the  Trinitarian  Benefit  Society,  of  408  members, 
had,  at  this  time,  only  thtte  on  the  sick  list,  and  further,  that  the  society  had  not 
lost  a  single  member  by  death  since  the  month  ot  December,  1856. 

1858.  June  17.  Thunder  storm.  Si.  Margaret's,  the  residence  of  Captain 
Smith,  struck  by  the  lightning,  and  much  damaged ;  and  a  young  lady,  Mist 
Boteler,  standing  at  a  window  at  Monson  Villa,  struck  down  and  rendered 
insensible. 

1858.  June  24.  Presentation  to  Mr.  Charles  Alien,  the  huntsman,  for  many 
years  a  leading  character  of  the  Ghelteuham  Stag  Hunt. 

1858  July  7.  Ceremony  of  mountin<:r  the  Russian  guns  opposite  the 
-Queen's  Hotel.  Admiral  Berkeley,  Col.  Berkeley,  M.P.,  Mr.  G.  Russell,  High. 
Bailiff,  Mr.  Tartt,  and  others  addressed  the  people,  and  a  number  of  Crimean 
men,  resident  in  the  town,  took  part  in  the  celebration. 

1858.  July  8,  Vestry  meeting,  on  the  afiplication  of  Mr.  Parsonage  to  stop 
np  a  footpath  near  the  Christ  Church  Schools.  It  was  afterwards  discovered 
that  there  was  no  power,  under  the  Commissioners*  Act,  to  stop  up  or  divert  a 
footpath.  Mr.  Parsonage,  in  consequence,  attempted  on  his  own  authori^  to 
divert  the  p^h  ;  but  his  attempt  being  resisted,  after  some  days'  fighting,  during 
which  obstructions  were,  continually  put  up  over  the  dispnt«d  path  and  as  often 
forcibly  removed,  the  attempt  was  abandoned,  and  matters  allowed  to  remain 
i»  statu  quo. 

1858.  August  35.  News  arrived  of  the  great  victory  by  Sir  Hope  Gran 
over  the  Sepoys  at  Nawabgunge.  Sir  W.  Russell  was  present  with  the  7th 
Hussars,  and  behaved  with  great  gallantry.  In  his  despatches,  in  drawing 
atteution  to  particular  officers,  the  Major-General  mentions  **  Major  Sir  William 
Russell,  whose  gallantry  in  leading;  tlie  charge  of  the  7th  Hussars  is  deserving 
of  the  highest  praise."  Sir  William's  valet,  in  writing  to  his  friends  in  Chelt- 
enham, says — **  All  the  field  force  cheered  Sir  William  after  his  gallant  charges. 
Please  to  let  her  ladyship  and  Miss  Russell  know  of  it." 

1858.  September  14.  The  Lord  Chancellor  in  Cheltenham.— Lord  and  Lady 
Chelmsford,  with  the  Hon.  Captain  Thesiger,  and  the  Hon.  Miss  Thesiger, 
Arrived  in  Cheltenham  on  Saturday  last  from  Malvern  on  a  visit  to  Lord  de 
Saumarez,  at  Montpellier  Lodge.  His  Lordship,  during  his  visit,  has  made  an 
inspection  of  the  College  and  its  beautiful  Chapel,  and  in  other  respects  made 
himself  acquainted  with  our  locality.  Yesterday  rfuesday),  be  lunched  at 
Southam,  the  seat  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Sari  of  Ellenborough,  and  in  a  few  days 
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will,  we  nnderttand,  proceed  to  London  to  take  lea^e  of  hit  son,  an  offieer  in  the 
Ennifckillen  Dragoons,  who  it  about  to  start  for  India.    **  Examiner,**  jSept.  8. 

1858.  September.  Memorial  window  erected  in  St.  Peter'a  Church,  in 
memorv  of  the  daaghter  of  the  Re^.  W.  Hodgson,  Inoambent. 

1858.  September  17*  Arrival  of  the  Yeomanry  for  their  ntnal  «ght  daji' 
training.  Among  the  officers  was  Lieutenanc  Lord  Raclan,  a  relative  of  tlie 
Duke  of  Beaufort,  and  son  of  the  ever-to-be-lamented  Commander-in-Chief  in 
the  Crimea. 

1858.  October  5.  Eemarkable  appearance  of  the  great  comet.  The  star 
Arcturus  in  the  Constellation  Bootes  visible,  twinkling  in  a  most  beantifnl  manner, 
throuKh  the  tail  of  the  comet. 

1858.  October  11.  The  new  magistrates  office  opened  at  the  Clarence  Hotel. 
These  spacious  premises  were  purchased  bv  the  county,  and  altered  by  Messrs. 
Broom  and  Son,  bnilders,  so  as  to  form  a  place  for  the  Magistrates  to  discharge 
the  important  functions  of  their  office,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  a  Police 
Barracks.  It  was  originally  one  of  the  largest  hotels  in  the  town,  and  was 
named  tlie  Clarence  from  the  circumstance  of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Adelaide  having 
sojourned  there  when  Dnchess  of  Clarence. 

1858.  October  13.  Letter  in  the  **  Examiner  "  throwing  out  the  first  sugges- 
tion for  erecting  drinking  fountains  in  Cheltenham.  The  suggestion  was  (oliowed, 
np,  and  a  memorial,  signed  by  the  Incumbent  and  Churchwardens  of  the  Parish 
Church,  the  Rev.  Cannon  Boyd  and  several  other  ministers,  and  a  large  number 
of  laymen,  presented  to  the  Commissions  in  favour  of  the  proposition. 

1858  November  3.  Letter  in  the  '*  Examiner*'  suggesting  the  erection  of  a 
parsonage  house  for  Christ  Church. 

1858.  November.  News  arrived  of  the  death  of  Captain  E.  Cannon,  17th 
Madras  N.I.  Captain  Cannon  served  as  Brigade  Major  at  Cawnpore,  and  died 
from  illness  contracted  during  the  mutiny.  He  was  ton  of  Dr.  Cannon,  the 
eminent  phvsician  ot  this  town. 

1858.  November.  Death  of  Lieutenant-General  Lightfoot,  for  many  years  a 
resident  of  Cheltenham.  Deceased  was  buried  with  military  honours  at  Birming- 
ham, a  detaciiment  of  the  4th  Dragoon  Guards  being  sent  by  Sir  Harry  Smith  to 
assist  at  the  ceremony.  The  deceased  General,  an  old  Peninsular  officer,  had 
seen  a  good  deal  of  service,  as  will  be  gathered  from  the  following  record  con- 
tained in  Hart*s  Army  List : — "  Lieut.-General  Lightfoot  served  in  Holland  in 
1799.  Accompanied  the  45th  to  the  Peninsular  in  1808,  and  was  prasent  at  the 
battles  of  Roleia,  Yimiera,  Talavera,  and  Busaco;  actions  of  Pombal,  .Aedinha, 
Condeia,  and  Sabugal;  battle  of  Puentes  d'Onora,  siege  of  Badajoz,  in  1811  ; 
siege  and  assault  of  Ciudad  Rudrigo,  siege  and  assault  of  Badajoz  (slightly 
wounded),  buttles  of  Salamanca,  Vittoria.  and  the  Pyrenees :  attack  on  the  lines* 
of  St.  Jean  de  Lux,  affair  at  Bastide,  and  the  battle  of  Orthes  and  Toulouse 
(severely  wounded).  He  has  received  the  gold  medal  and  two  clasps  for  Yittoria, 
Pyrenees,  and  Toulouse;  and  the  silver  war  medal  with  eleven  clasps  for  the 
other  tiattles  and  sieges.*'    The  gallant  officer  was  Colonel  of  the  62nd  Regiment. 

1858.  December  18«  Severe  thunderstorm.  A  man  working  at  Heath's 
nursery  was  struck  by  the  lightning  and  seriously  injured. 

1859.  January  19.  Grand  historical  f^te  at  Sudeley  Castle.  The  costumes 
were  of  the  reign  of  Henry  YIIL,  whose  last  wife.  Queen  Catherine  Parr,  died 
and  was  buried  at  this  Castle. 

1859.  January  20.  Lord  Northwick  died,  aged  89.  In  the  following  July, 
owing  to  the  noble  Lord  having  died  intestate, the  collection  of  pictures  atThirle- 
staine  house,  wSiich  his  lordship  had  spent  a  lifetime  in  gathering  together,  were 
sold  by  auction  and  lost  to  the  town. 

1859.    January  25.    Grand  banquet  at  the  Queen's  Hotel  in  commemoratioii 
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-of  the  centenary  of  the  birthday  of  the  Poet  Bams,  Sir  A.  Bamsay,  Bart.,  in  the 
chair. 

1859.  January  28.  Oreat  reform  meeting  at  the  Town  Ball,  ICr. 
Tartt  in  the  chair.  Colonel  Berkeley,  H.P.,  was  present,  and  addressed  the 
meeting. 

1859.  February  2.  Opening  of  the  Baker  Street  Mission  SchooPs  with  a 
public  tea  meeting.  In  18d1  these  schools  gave  instruction  to  370  children.  In  the 
same  year,  on  the  occasion  of  the  baptism  of  a  son  and  heir  of  W.  N.  Skilliconie, 
Esq.  who  has  always  taken  a  warm  interest  in  the  schools,  the  children  and  their 
parents  were  entertained  to  a  tea  at  that  gentleman's  expense,  on  which  occasion 
the  infant  was  presented  with  a  handsome  silver  cup  purchased  by  subscriptions 
among  the  children  and  their  friends,  and  bearing  the  following  inscription  :— 
^*  Presented  to  Master  W.  N.  SkUlicome,  on  the  day  of  his  christening,  by  200 
children,  belonging  to  the  Baker  Street  Mission  Schools,  as  a  slight  token  of  the 
high  esteem  entertained  for  his  father,  the  President  of  the  Institution.  March 
18, 1861." 

1859.  February  8.  Suicide  of  Baron  Philibert  de  Ghastellain  at  the  Eight 
Bells'  Inn,  by  shooting  himself  in  the  stomach.  Some  monetary  disarrangements, 
ad^ed  to  a  love  affair,  were  believed  to  be  the  cause  of  the  rash  act. 

1869.  February  4s.  The  Board  of  Directors  appointed  the  Eev.  H,  Highton, 
M.A.,  to  the  vacant  office  of  Principal  of  the  Cheltenham  College. 

1859.  February  9th.  Opening  of  the  New  British  Schools  in  Dunally  Street : 
present,  Sir  Maurice  Berkeley,  K.C.B.,  Lady  Charlotte  Berkeley,  Col.  luerkeley, 
Ji.P.,  W.  M.  Tartt,  Esq.,  Eev.  Dr.  Brown,  &c.  The  school  rooms  are  in  the 
English  domestic  style  of  the  fifteenth  century  ;  they  comprise  a  school  and  two 
class  rooms  for  450  boys,  a  school  and  two  class  rooms  for  girls,  and  a  teachers' 
residence ;  architect,  Mr.  H.  Dangerfield,  the  late  Borough  Surveyor.  The 
estimate  for  the  works  was  £1,972,  and  the  internal  ifittings  increased  the  amount 
to  £2,875.  Towards  this  Government  gave  a  grant  of  £1,350,  and  the  residue 
was  raised  by  voluntary  contributions.  **  One  of  the  scholars,  Thomas  B.  Jack- 
ton,  has  obtained  the  highest  prise  awarded  by  the  Gloucestershire  Prize  Scheme 
Association  at  their  recent  annual  examination,  and  another  pupil,  William  Clarke, 
has  also  obtained  another  prize,  given  by  the  Dean  of  Hereford,  on  political 
economy.  Altogether  twenty-seven  prizes  have  been  gained  by  scholars,  a  cir- 
cumstance that  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  Mr.  Moore,  the  master.** 
^*  Examiner,**  September  21, 1859  Her  Majesty's  Inspector  of  Schools  reports 
that**  Mr.  Moore  exerts  a  most  beneficial  influence  over  his  scholars,  and  has 
taken  especial  pains  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  their  parents.  The  result  if 
that  the  tone  of  his  school  is  admirable,  the  regularity  of  attendance  unique,  the 
organization  excellent  and  always  in  full  force,  and  the  instruction  yearly  increas- 
ing in  completeness,  as  weUas  in  tbe  universality  of  its  diffusion  among  theb^s.* 
At  the  annual  examination  in  October,  1861,  the  chair  was  taken  by  Sir  Wm. 
Eussell,  Bart.,  M.P. 

1859.  March  21.  A  Good  Day*s  Work.— The  gallant  member  for  Chelten- 
liam.  Colonel  F.  W.  F.Berkeley,  was  out  with  his  father's  hounds  on  Monday. 
The  pack  left  the  Berkeley  road  station  by  special  train  in  the  morning,  arriving 
.  at  Cheltenham  at  about  a  quarter  past  nine.  They  were  then  taken  thirteen 
miles  to  the  covert  side,  and  after  the  conclusion  of  the  day's  sport  the  gallant 
Colonel  made  the  best  of  his  way  back  to  Cheltenham,  and  leaving  here  by  the 
6.30  train  for  London  was  enabled  to  be  in  his  place  in  the  House  long  before 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate  on  the  Reform  Bill,  and  in  time  for  any  unexpected 
^vision  which  might  have  taken  place  on  Lord  John  Russell's  amendment.  The 
l^aUant  Colonel  thus  accomplished  what,  we  imagine,  will  generally  be  considered 
4  pretty  fair  day's  woric.**    '*  Examhier,"  March  2i. 
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1869.  March  25.  Died  at  Cheltenham,  aged  62,  Mri  Charles  Hale  itmapy 
tor  40  yean  proprietor  of  the  nnreeiy  gardena  which  bear  hie  name. 

1869.  Harch.  l^ews  received  in  Cheltenham  that  Sir  W.  Eaaeell  had  lift 
Calcntta  on  his  return  from  India. 

1869.    April  14.    GompUmentaiy  dinner  to  G.  Cregoe  Colmore^  Esq.,  Maste 
of  the  Cotswold  Hunt,  at  the  Flongh  Hotel— Col.  Berkeley,  M.F.,  in  the  diair. 
.    1869.    May  1.    Appointed  by  her  Majesty  to  be  obseryed  as  a  day  of  hu^ 
ation  and  thanksgifing  on  the  termination  of  the  Indian  Mutiny. 

1869.  May  8.  I^d,  at  The  EUns,  Cheltenham,  aged  78,  Lady  Bebeeea 
Bicketts,  widow  of  Admiral  Sir  Bobext  Tri&tram  Ricketts,  Bart.,  and  mother  of 
Sir  ComwaUis  Bicketts,  Bart.,  and  Colonel  St.  Vincent  Bicketts.  The  fnaenl 
took  place  on  the  1 7th  at  Swindon  Churoh — the  service  being  read  by  the  fier. 
A.  Boyd. 

1859.  May  10.  Died  suddenly,  at  his  residence,  Hewlett  Lodge,  Fraads 
Prioe,Esq.,aged63. 

1869.  Death  of  Mr.  W.  Hadley,  son  of  Mrs.  Hadley,  proprietor  of  tht 
<*  Cheltenham  Journal.*' 

1869.  May.  Earl  Dncie,  as  Lord  lieutenant,  issued  a  oircnlar  recommend- 
ing  the  formation  of  volunteer  rifle  corps  throughout  the  county.  On  June  2Dd, 
meetings  were  held  at  the  Old  Wells  to  initiate  the  volunteer  movement  it 
Cheltenham.    The  Earl  of  EUenborongh  was  present,  and  addressed  the  meeting 

1869.  May  17.  Died,  after  two  days'  illness,  Mr.  Biohard  Bnnaon,  wdl 
known  as  lodge  keeper  at  the  Pittville  Spa. 

1869.  June  3.  The  Town  Commissioners,  at  their  meeting  this  day,  discussed 
the  proposition  of  a  new  public  cemejfcenr  for  Cheltenham. 

1869.  June.  Appointment  of  the  Bev.  Canon  Boyd,  for  17  yeara  minist« 
of  Christ  Church,  to  the  Incumbency  of  St.  Mary's,  Faddington. 

1869.  June.  Besignation  and  flight  of  Dr»  Humphreys,  Head  Masttr  of  the 
Grammar  School. 

1869.  June.  Betirement  of  the  Bev.  W.  Dobson.  Frineipal  of  Cheltenham 
CoU^e.  A  large  sum  having  been  subscribed  for  the  purchase  m  a  testimonial, 
Mr.  Sobson  selected  that  the  money  should  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  a 
**  phttton  and  horses  or  a  pony  carriage  and  ponies.*' 

1869.  June  39.  The  victoria  Cross.  The  "Examiner" of  this  date  says— 
**  It  Rives  us  great  pleasure  to  record  the  confirmation  by  her  Mnes^  of  a  grant 
by  which  Lieut.  Far^uharson,  of  the  42nd  Begiment,  nephew  of  Mr.  Farquhanoii». 
of  Nelson  House,  m  this  town,  is  decorated  with  tne  Victoria  Cross,  as  a 
memento  of  an^otpf  bravery  performed  by  him  during  the  late  mutiny  in  India. 
It  is  described  as  follows:  ''Lieut.  Francis  Edward  Henry  Farqaharson«  fos 
conspicuous  bravery  when  engaged  before  Lucknow,  on  the  9th  March,  1866,  in 
having  led  a  portion  of  his  company,  stormed  a  bastion  mounting  two  guns,  and 
spiked  the  guns,  by  which  the  advanced  position  held  during  the  night  of  the 
9th  of  March,  was  rendered  secure  from  the  fire  of  the  artillery.  Lieutenant 
Farqnharson  was  severely  wounded  while  holding  an  advanced  position  on  the 
morning  of  the  10th  of  Mareh." 

1869.  July.  Betum  from  Lidia  of  Henry  Mills  Cannon  Esq.,  eldest  son  oi 
Dr.  Cannon,  ordered  home  from  ill  health,  contracted  in  discharging  the  duties  of 
his  profession,  duringthe  war  of  the  relMllion. 

1869.  July  19,  The  Bev.  Gordon  Calthrop  commenced  a  series  of  opeii  air 
pveachiflg  in  Sherbome-street. 

1869.  July  21.  Extraordinary  hurricane  in  Cheltenham.  The  day  hadheen 
unusually  close  and  sultry;  when  about  6  o'clock  in  the  evenin|;  the  gathering 
dondt  gave  indications  of  an  approaching  storm.  Suddenlv,  it  appeared  a» 
though  the  flood  gates  of  the  Heavens  bad  been  opened  and  the  rain  desoemded,. 
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*in9M»t  im  drops,  Iwt  Mi<iho«gh  poured  bodily  out  of  some  reservoir  abore.    The 

\  storm  was  Acoompanied  by.  terrific,  pesls  of  thunder  and  gaits  of  wind  which 

seemed  to  blow  fsoas  aU  parts  of  the  conrpass.at.  once.    The  streets  were  speedily 

:  flooded,  water  traps  and  drain  pipes  reuised  for  a  time  their  salutary  offices, 

jseUi^s,  became  fall,  house  tops  were  satarated  and  roofs  peoetrated,  while  the 

Rpooliing  of  ordinary  dwdUngs  babbled  and  gargled  under  the  pressare  of' the 

.  ,  nnasoal  flow.    In  the  midst  of  this  terrific  down-poor,  a  hurricane  swept  oter  a 

,    part  of ,  the  town,  committing  an  amount  of  devastation  which  most  have  been 

K&i^  t^  be  believed.  Commeaceing  atthe.Workhonse  garden  it  swept  over  a  t^act 

,  of  ground  about  50  yards  wide,  sweeping  away  eveiythiag  moveable  and  prostra- 

.    ting  eveiy  thing  permanent  which  stood  in  its  way.    In  the  Plough  Grardens 

,  i»gstj6s  were  unroofed,  walls  prostrated  in  an  instant,  garden  frames  sentflyine 

■,    through  the  air,  chimneys  blown  down,  and  trees  in  every  stage  of  growth  ana 

'    loaded  with^  their  store  of  Summer  fruits  uprooted  and  laid  prostrate  on  the 

groand.  ■  Passing  from  thence^  the  storm  jwept  through  the  wood  of  Mr.  L. 
n£Slths,  of  Marie  Hill,  making  a  dean  breach  among  the  trees,  which  large  and 
/imall  were  tiarown  down  by  hundreds  iu  the  course  of  a  few  minutes.    In  one 

,  place  a  cumbrous  wooden  house,  was  overturned  hoAWj  and  one  of  its  windows 
earned  spinning  through,  the  air  &^  distance  of  BOO  yards.  At  another  spot  a 
^  garden  wall  was  laid  flat  along  its  entire  length  and  a  slaughter 'house  of  Mr. 
Warner  completely  dismantled^  Mr.  Warner's  two  sons  having  a  narrow  escape. 
At,  another  point,  in^the  garden  of  Mn  Hooper,  conrectioner,  every  thing  in  the 
shape  of  a  tree  or  shrub  was  uprooted  and  destroyed.  Bat  it  was  in  Mr. 
Griffithii's  wood  that  the  storm  appears  to  have  reached  the  climax  of  its  fhry ;  trees 
were  blown  down  in  every,  direction,  large  limbs  were  sent  careering  through 
.    the  air  as  though  tliey  were  mere  wisps  of  straw,  while  one  stately  elm,  the 

.  monarch  of  the  grovop-measoring  70  feet  in  length,  26  feet  across  the  roots,  and 

•  18  feet  in  circumference  of  the  tmnk,^-was  overturned  as  completely  as  the 

young  saplings  by  which  it  was  surrounded.    The  damage  done  in  the  space  of  a 

,n  lew  minutes  it  was  impossible  to  estimate,  and  no  one  could  have  believed  that  a 

.  mere  wind  conld  have  produced  snch  results  withont  thev  had  been  eye-witnesses 
of  its  havoc  anddesoUtion.    At  Miss  Bartholomew's/milliner,  in  the  Promenade, 

I  the  water  penetrated  the  roof  and  poured  into  the  show  rooms  in  a  regular  cascsde, 
doing  damage  to  the  extent  of  nearly  £800.  Th«  duration  of  the  storm  did  not 
exceed  half-an-hour,  and  the  weather  cleared  off  within  the  next  few  minutes,  and 
resulted  in  a  oalm,jbeaatiful,  and  peaceful,  evening. 

1859.  July  21.  Sale  by  afiction  of  the  wines  of  the  late  J.  A.  Gkirdner,  Esq., 
ports  of  1820  vintage  soldier  134s.,  and  of  1834  vintage  140s.  to  l86s. ;  sherries 
fetched  from  86s.  to  140s. ;  and  a  prime  lot  of  brandy  97s.  per  dozed. 

1859.  August  3.  Letter  under  this  date  from  the  Elev.  E.  Walker  to  his 
parishioners,  annooncing  the  closing  of  the  Parish  Church  as  unfit  for  public 
worship.  The  letter  set  forth  that  the  church  being  now  closed  it  would  be 
ueccessary  to  erect  a  Temporary  Church  for  the  accommodation  of  1,400  or  1^600 

.  persons :  that  it  would  *'  be  impossible  ever  again  to  make  the  church  in  its  present 
form  available  for  the  purposes  of  public  worship ;"  that  the  Incumbent  cOidd 
**  never  consent  to  officiate,  or  to  allow  any  other  person  to  officiate,  therein, 
while  the  present  galleries  are  standing;"  that  unless  the  owners  of  facnltied 
pews  would  abimdon  their  rights,  the  churchwardens  would  be  compelled  by  law  to 
demand  a  church-rate  for  rebuilding  the  edifice ;  and  that  if  a  church-rate  should 
be  refused,  then  *J  the  present  saer^  and  time  haJlowed  building  and  the  site  on 
,.M  which  it  stands'*  wodd  have  to  beabacdoned,  and  **a  new  church  on  a  new 
site  "  be  erected  by  private  subscription.  The  cause  of  the  issuing  of  this  letter 
And  the  events  to  which  it  led,  may  be  thus  stated.    In  the  monttf  of  July,  the 

V, pew. holders  in. the  South; aisle  of  the  church  had  agfeed  amcmg  themselves  at 
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tbeir  own  eort  to  rtamiige  and  modenuse  tbeir  nttmgt.    On  tiie  pewi  ben|^ 
tiken  down  and  the  flooriog  remoTed,  it  wu  fonnd  that  the  TanltB  below  wen 
open  or  partially  lo  to  the  ohnrch  above,  so  that  the  effloTia  ariiingfrom  ^dead 
oonld  not  bat   oontaminate  the  air  breathed  by  the  living.     This  diteofeiy 
created  a  very  painful  feeling  among  the  parishioner! ;  the  proposed  altera^oni 
were  inunediateW  abandoned,  and  a  retolntion  come  to,  to  dose  the  ohnrch  until 
the  vaults  oonld  be  properly  filled  np.    It  was  fnrther  aseertained  that  the  pillan 
which  supported  the  galleries  were  so  loose  as  to  induce  the  Incumbent  to  fear  tfast 
Uie  galleries  themselves  could  never  be  made  sufficiently  secure,  so  as  to  induce  the 
oongregation  again  to  assemble ;  and  that  the  attempt  to  assemble  them  until  the 
galleries  were  made  secure  would  be  a  wanton  imperiling  of  human  tife;  beneehii 
proposition  for  their  removal.    The  buttresses  of  the  tower  were  also  found  to  bs 
oradud,  thus  necessitating  a  earefiil  survey  of  this  part  of  the  stractnre  and  its 
thorough  reparation.    But  on  the  church  being  dosed,  the  difllculties  of  the 
**  situation  "  were  found  to  be  almost  insurmountable.    The  galleries  are,  for  the 
Bost  part,  private  property :  that  is,  they  consist  of  pews  <*  facultied  "  to  certsin 
houses,  and  it  would  be  necessaij  before  their  removal,  to  obtain  the  consent  of 
every  individual  possessing  a  ncnlty  pew:    This  covld  not  be    done ;  vestiy 
meeting  after  vest^  ™^®^*%  ^^^  ^^^*  committees  appointed,  and  plan  after  plan 
suggested  and  r^eoted.    The  Town  Commissioners  were  applied  to  to  ooneicts 
the  area  of  the  ohureh  at  the  public  expense ;  but  that  body,  although  williag 
to  defray  tiie  expense  of  concreting,  wonld  not  incur  the  responsibility  of  remov- 
ing the  pews,    in  this  state  of  affiurs,  there  appeared  every  probability  that  the 
church  would  remain  permanenth  closed,  and  the  fabric  itself  be  allowed  to  go 
to  decay.    At  this  juncture,  Mr.  G-.  E.  Williams  pointed  out  that,  under  a  d'aise 
in  the  recent  Burial  Act,  the  Secretary  of  State  had  power  to  interefere,  wheie  a 
church  or  chapel  was  in  a  state  dangerous  to  ike  kidth  of  the  worshippers,  and 
to  order  the  building  to  be  phtced  in  a  sanitary  state,  and  the  azp|ense  to  be 
defhtyed  out  of  the  pnblio  poors*  rate.     Mr.    Williams  commnnieated  his 
discovery  to  Mr.  G.  Norman,  who  with  him  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  re-opeoing 
of  the  building ;  and  Mr.  N.,.  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  William  Boodle^  at 
once  obtained  an  intro^netion  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  thiougli  the  good 
offices   of  Colond   Bericelev,  the  member  for  the  borough.      On  obtamiag 
an  interview  with  Mr.  Waddingham,  Under-Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Norman 
prepared   and   siraed  a  memorial  setting  forth  the  &ets  of  the  ease,  and 
ny  this   means  l)r.  Holland,  the    Sanitary    Officer   of  the  Borial    Board 
was  directed  to  proceed  to  Chdtenham  and  inspect  the  building,  and  to  make  his 
report  to  the  Home  Office.    Br.  Holland  visited  Cheltenham  on  the  7th  of 
October,  and  was  met  at  the  church  by  Mr.  Hasell,  Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Qeoige 


Bossell,  Mr.  Harford.  Mr.  Boodk,  the  Churchwardens,  and  other  parishioaen^ 
and  with  them  made  a  thorough  inspection  of  the  building.  In  due  coarse  he 
made  his  report  to  the  Secietary  of  State,  and  the  resdt  was  the  foUowiag 
<*  Order  in  Council,**  which  was  published  in  the  **  London  Qaiette**  of  the  24a 
of  January,  I860:— ** That  the  vaults  and  graves  in  the  Parish  Church  of 
Oidtenham  be  forthwith  fUlet  up  with  diy  earth  mixed  with  charcoal,  and  the  whole 
ioor  coveted  with  a  layer  of  concrete  not  less  than  nine  inches  thick,  as  oomidcAdy 
as  it  is  practicable  without  interfering  with  the  future  repairs  of  the  ohiudi. 
This  ** order**  was  at  once  acted  upon  by  the  diurohwardens;  the  pews  and 
flooring  were  removed,  the  vaults  filled  up,  the  area  pf  the  church  oonereted,  the 
f  Ulars  of  the  galleries  supported,  and  the  delects  in  the  tower  aubrtantiaUy 
lepaiied.  The  pews  and  imnn  were  then  replaced  as  they  had  stood  bef<ne,  aad 
the  dinrdi  was  re-opened  for  Divine  worship  on  the  8th  of  March,  1861,  the 
Bev.  £.  Walker,  Ineumbent,  preaching  the  openiuff  sermon.  The  anBOunt  leried 
«n  the  Foor-rati  was  £600,  and  itis  (ui|y  anaot  of  justioe  towarda  thePiiufi 
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of  Cbelteiihain  to  add  that  no  oljection  was  erer  raised  on  their  part  to  this 
expengf  being  inoarred  or  the  money  paid.  On  the  contrary,  before  Mr.  Norman 
pnt  the  maohinery  of  the  Home  Office  in  motion  he  contolted  with  the  leading 
members  of  sereral  Dissenting  congregations,  to  know  if  any  objection  would  be 
raised  to  an  expenditure  of  £500  for  sneh  a  purpose.  The  answer  he  reeeiTed 
from  each  was  to  the  effect  that  there  would  be  no  ol^eotion ;  and  that  any 
sacrifice  they  could  make,  except  the  sacrifice  of  principle  m  the  imposition  of  a 
Church-rate,  they  would  gladly  make,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  scandal  of 
the  Parish  Church  being  allowed  to  remain  closed  and  to  fall  into  decay;  This 
understanding  was  carried  out  in  the  most  honourable  manner;  and  when 
Churchmen  are  inclined  to  reflect  upon  Dissenters  for  their  hostility  to  Church- 
rates  it  will  be  well  lo  bear  in  mind  the  forbearance  which  the  great  Dissenting 
body  of  the  town  manifested  in  1860  in  reference  to  the  restoration  of  the 
Parisli  Church  of  Cheltenham. 

1869.  August  11.  Sudden  death,  from  rupture  of  a  blood  vessel,  of  Gteon^ 
Schonswar,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  a  Magistrate  for  the 
Cheltenham  district. 

1869.  August  24>.  Presentation  to  Mrs.  Nicholson,  wife  of  Mr.  John 
Nicholson,  Postmaster  of  Cheltenham,  of  a  portrait  of  her  husband,  painted  by 
Bubscription  among  a'number  of  his  fellow-townsmen  as  a  token  of  respect. 

1859.  August  27.  Sudden  death  of  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Riddle,  for  nearly  20 
years  minister  of  St.  Philip's  Church.  The  Rev.  gentleman  had  composed  his 
sermon  for  the  following  morning,  and  laid  the  manuscript  on  the  library  table. 
He  afterwards  joined  in  the  family  devotion,  but  almost  immediately  after  retiring 
to  his  room  was  seized  with  a  fit,  in  which  he  instantly  expired.  Mr.  Riddle  was 
one  of  the  best  Hebrew  scholars  of  his  day ;  had  published  several  standard 
works ;  was  the  author  of  the  well-known  **  Riddle's  Scripture  History  •**  and  as 
a  man  and  a  clergyman  was  universally  respected. 

1869.  August  27.  John  Tinsley,  a  student  in  the  Training  CoUege,  drowned 
while  bathing  in  the  Severn  at  Wainload  Hill.  His  remains  were  interred  in 
Swindon  Churchyard,  the  funeral  being  attended  by  the  staff  of  the  College  and 
a  number  of  his  fellow  pupils. 

1859.  September  1.  Mr.  James  Downing  elected  Chairman  and  Mr.  William 
Hasell  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Cheltenham  Board  of  Gktardians. 

1869.  Scomber  7.  It  was  stated  that  the  storage  of  water  for  the  supply  of 
Cheltenham  in  the  Company's  five  reservoirs  was  on  the  12th  of  August 
14^194,808  gallons ;  that  the  daily  supply  from  the  springs  (during  the  short 
season)  was  180,720  gallons,  and  the  daily  supply  to  the  inhabitants  204,396 
gallons. 

1859.  September  10.  Died,  aged  61,  Capt.  Sumner,  J. P.  for  the  coanty  of 
Surrey,  and  father  of  the  ladv  of  Colonel  Berkeley,  M.P.  for  Cheltenham. 

1869.  September  19.  **  Musical  Record"  first  published ;  amalgamated  with 
the  *<  Cheltenham  Times,"  January  4th,  1861. 

1869.  October  6.  Married,  at  the  Parish  Church,  Toddingtoii,  the  Hon. 
Henrietta  Emma  Tracey,  third  daughter  of  Lord  and  Lady  Sndeley,  to  Captain 
Maude,  of  the  Indian  Army,  and  nephew  of  Lord  Viscount  Hawarden.  The 
incident  is  noticeable  as  being  the  first  occasion  for  the  last  two  hundred  and 
thirty  years  of  a  daughter  of  the  House  of  Traoey  being  married  at  her  own 
parish  church. 

1859.  October  15  and  19.  Mrs.  Mair,  a  grand-daughter  of  Mrs.  Siddons, 
save  readings  Arom  **  Romeo  and  Juliets  and  *'  Julius  Csssar"  at  the  Literary 
Institution. 

1859.  October  17.  Commencement  of  the  tower  of  St.  Oregoiy's  Catholic 
Church.    The  spire  is  to  be  208  feet  in  height,  or  41  feet  higher  than  that  of  the 
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Faruh  Church.^'*  The  Eatente  Cordiale.    Yesterday  men  wete  IniaUy  employed 
carting  the  earth  excavated  from  the  site  of  the  new  tower  of  the  Catheiio-' 
Church,  to  make  good  the  groond  in  front  oi  ita  Proteetuit^  riYal  in  Clarenoa 
Street.*'— "Examiner,"  Octoher  19. 

1859.  Octoher  26.  Wreck  of  the  Boyal  Charter.  Among  thoee  who  perished 
was  Mr.  John  Hanle,  fonnerly  of  this  town.  The  hody  was  washed  on  shore 
some  weeks  afterwards,  and  being  identified  by  nnmerotu  articles  foond  npon  it» 
it  ]va8  brought  to  Cbdtenham,  and  buried  in  the  Cemeteiy  on  the  80th  ci 
Kovember  in  the  presence  of  a  large  number  of  persons.  Thomas  Cormick,  the 
steward  of  the  vessel,  who  was  fortunately  savra,  was  also  a  Cheltenham  muL 
haying  been  for  some  years  bntler  in  the  fami^  of  Miss  Barrr,  of  Imperial 
Square.  Cormick  lost  in  the  wreck  all  the  money  he  had  saved,  £80,  and  hit  ' 
ddthes  for  a  six  months'  vovage ;  and  a  subscription  was  raised  in  the  town 
tiirough  the  good  offices  of  Mr.  Bossell  to  make  up  his  loss. 

1869.  November  8.  Opening  of  the  New  Temporary  Churchy  Clareiifie 
Street.    This  church,  built  of  iron  and  wood,  was  erected  d^  subscription,  to  - 

Srovide  a  place  for  thccongregation  of  the  Parish  Church,  during  the  elosiiig  of 
bat  edifice,  as  previously  explained.    On  the  Parish  Church  being  re-openel,  it 
was  found  that  the  congregation  vras  sufficient  to  fill  both  buildings :  and  the' 
« Temporary*'  Church,  therefore,  continues  in  existenee  after  tiie  oooorreneei 
which  originally  called  it  into  being  have  passed  away. 

1859.    November  8.    Tea  meeting  to  celebrate  the  clearing  off  the  debt  oa 
the  Congregational  Chureh  and  Schools,  on  which  £10,000  .bad  been  expended 
during  me  kst  few  years.    A  handsome  time]^iece  was  presenttd  on  the  occaaioB'^' 
to  Mr.  Charles  Field  as  a  token  of  his  indefiitigable  exertion  in  dearing  off  the  • 
debt. 

1859.     November  9.     Death  of  Mr.  G.  T.  F.   Smith,   well  known   ia- 
Cheltenham  as  prophesying  the  state  of  the  weather,  and  foretelling  individual  > 
and  national  destinies  from  nianetary  iufluenees.     He  was  a  great  suflbrer  ftom 
aithma,  and  his  death  ocourrea  at  the  age  of  65. 

^859.  November.  Appoinlment.  The  Bev.  J.  Douglas  Biiddleson,  MJu, 
late  Scholar  of  Corpus  Christi  Colle^,  Oxford,  and  formerly  Assistant  Master 
of /Cheltenham  CoU^  has  been  appcmited  by  the  Incumbent,  the  Bev.  ArchtlJBld 
Boyd,  to  the  curacy  of  St.  Jama's,  Paddington. 

1869.  November  16.  Mr.  John  Goulder,  aged  84,  and  Mr.  Samuel  PaM,  89^ 
well  known  inhabitants  of  the  town,  shot  a  pigeon '  match  at  five  burds  eaoi,  tht 
jvmor  yciUh  being  declared  the  winner.  **  It  may  be  interesting  to  state  l^iat^ 
both  these  veteran  sportsmen  are  *  town's  born.'  Goulder  was  bom  at  tht 
*  Eight  Bells,*  and  was  for  many  years  stud  groom  to  the  Duke  of  Gk>rdon,  tnm ' 
whom  he  received  as  a  present  the  gun  which  did  him  such  good  service  in'tim 
above  match.  His  opponent  Page  served  under  the  immortu  Nelson,  and  irai  ^ 
msent  at  Uie  cutting  out  of  the  French  flotilla  in  Boulogne  Harbour  in  180L.''— 
^Examiner." 

1869.  November  22.  Presentation  of  an  address  with  nearly  1000  dgnatm^ 
to  the  Bev.  Canon  Boyd  on  his  final  leave-taking  with  his  congregation.  The 
address  was  endoaed  in  an  appropriate  oasket  and  accompanied  by  a  large  sum  of ' 
money,  subscribed  by  Mr.  Boyd's  firiends  in  Cheltenham. 

1869.  November  80.  Foundation  stone  laid  of  the  tower  of  the  new 
Oatholie  Church. 

1869.    Betums  issued,  showing  that  out  of  7000  in-patieits  admitted  darhig 
.  5M)  years  in  Cheltenham  Hospitatl,  only  860  (or  about  5  per  cent.)  died  wlula' 
under  treatment.    Of  186,541  Dispensary  patients,  only  2,507  died,  or  1.8  per 
•sttt  on  the  number  admitted. 

1869.    December.    The  weather  bethg  very  severe,  suhseriptions  were  inisei- 
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for  the  unemployed  poor,  who  were  let  to  tarif  work  on  fhe  footpaihsi  ihe  flnt 
iime  iince  1846 — 13  jean. 

1869.  December  16.  Died,  at  his  residence,  Apsley  Villa,  Pittrille,  Eobert 
Bamford,  Esq.,  aged  67,  a  Magistrate  for  this  district 

1860.  Janaaiy.  Appointment  of  the  Be?.  J.  P.  Penn,  Yicar  of  Stolfold, 
Bedfordshire,  to  the  Incnmben(^  of  Christ  Church. 

1860.  J  annary  3r  Sir  William  Rnssell,  Bart,  qualified  as  a  magistrate  for  the 
Chdtenham  District.  On  the  21st  the  gallant  Baronet  made  his  first  appearance 
on  the  Cheltenham  Bench,  being  introduced  by  the  senior  magistrate  present,  C. 
U.  Harford,  Esq. 

1860.  Januaiy  6.  First  Funeral  of  a  Cheltenham  Rifleman.  The  remaina 
of  Mr.  W.  Eingsley,  Drill-Sergeant  in  the  Seventh  Company,  were  interred  at 
the  cemetery  with  military  honours. 

1860.  rebruarr.  Testimonial  to  the  B«v.  C.  H.  Bromby.  Incumbent  of  St. 
PauTs,  subscribea  fOr  by  members  of  the  congregation.  On  being  informed  of 
what  was  intended,  Mr.  Bromby  at  once  deduned  any  personal  gift,  but  ex- 

S reused  bis  desire  that  the  amount  raised  should  be  deYoted  to  the  restoration  of 
le  organ^  so  that  it  might  stand  as  a  public  and  lasting  memento  of  the  affectiom 
-which  exists  between  the  congregation  and  their  pastor. 

1860.  Februaij.  Monument  erected  in  St.  Philip's  Church  to  the  memoir  of 
the  ReT.  J.  E.  Biddle.  The  monument  consists  of  a  laree  slab  of  ? eined  white 
marble,  resting  on  a  deep  moulding,  and  bearing  a  suitable  inscription.  ▲.  very 
•^beantiful  medallion,  in  statuary  marb!e,  of  the  Angel  in  the  Apocalypse  sur- 
mounts the  inscriptioi),  which  is  a  worthy  tribute  to  the  qualities  oi  the  deceased 
in  his  private  and  public  character. — **  Examiner,**  Feb.  82. 

1860.  February  21  to  26.  Great  sale  of  effects  at  Fulwood  Park,  by  Messrs. 
Engall  and  Sanders.  Among  the  wines,  1834  Port  fetched  from  115s.  to  147s.  i 
the  Sherries  varying  from  848.  to  UOs. 

I860.  February  22.  First  appearance  in  the  **  Examiner  **  of  the  Strat 
Kons,  by  "  The  Man  about  Town." 

1860.  February  Mr.  W.  F.  McDonell,  of  the  Bengal  Civil  Service,  son  of 
iBneas  McDonell,  Esq  ,  of  PittviUe  House,  Cheltenham,  has  just  been  honoured 
by  her  Muesty  with  the  Victoria  Cross,  for  his  great  coolness  and  bravery  oa 
theSOth  July,  1867,  during  the  retreat  of  the  British  troops  from  Arrah,  in 
having  climbed,  under  an  incessant  fire,  outside  the  boat  in  which  he  and  several 
soldiers  were,  up  to  the  rudder,  and,  with  considerable  difficulty,  cut  through  the 
lashing  which  secured  it  to  the  side  of  the  boat.  On  the  lashing  being  cut  the  ' 
boat  obeyed  her  helm,  and  thus,  thirty-five  European  soldiers  escaped  certain 
death. — London  Oagdte,  Feb.  17.  The  well- won  honour,  by  which  her  Majesty 
has  been  pleased  to  mark  her  appreciation  of  the  services  of  Mr.  McDonell,  must 
be  exceedingly  grati^ing  to  his  relations  and  friends  in  Cheltenham,  where  at 
our  noble  College  he  received  his  education ;  as  did  also  his  brother.  Lieutenant 
T.  M.  McDoneU,  of  the  6th  Madras  Light  Infantry .^Xooi^vr-Oi.  The  Directors 
of  Cheltenham  College,  at  their  meeting,  ordered  the  names  of  those  pupils  who 
may  from  time  to  time  be  honoured  with  the  Victoria  Cross,  to  be  ]^ced  con- 
spicuously in  the  large  schoolroom  of  the  Civil  and  Military  Department.  The 
-first  of  these  names  will  be  those  of  Mr.  W.  F.  McDonell  and  Captain  A.  C. 
Boyle,  of  the  78th  Highknders,  the  hitler  of  whom  also  received  his  edoeation 
■within  its  walls. — "Examiner.** 

1860.    March  7.    Volunteer  officers  at  Court.    The  officers  of  the  Cotewold  . 
Volunteer  E^e  Corps — Captain  Wood,  lieutenant  Swiny,  Ensign  Speer,  and  Dr. 
Eves,  the  latter  the  hon.  surgeon  to  the  members— and  Captain,  Robert  Dwarris 
Gibney,  7th  Companv,  present  to-day  at  her  Maje8ty*s  Reception  of  the  Volunteer 
Officers  of  the  Edugdom. 
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1860.  March.  First  drinking  fountain  erected  for  the  use  of  the  pablic  fa^ 
the  Improvement  Commissioners.  The  cost  of  erection  was  £46  168.  yd.  ^  It  is 
aitnate  at  the  High-street  end  of  White  Hart-row.  A  second  pablio  foaataia  was 
trected  in  the  same  year  at  the  rear  of  the  Market-place,  at  the  sole  expense  of  a. 
tetident  heneyolent  lady— Miss  Carrington.  They  were  both  erected  from  designi 
by  the  Borough  Surveyor,  Mr.  H.  Dangerfield. 

.  1860.  March.  Miss  Muloch,  the  popular  authoress  of  *'John  Hali&x,*^ 
'  life  for  Life,'*  &c.,  spent  some  time  tliis  month  on  a  visit  to  Mr.  and  Mn. 
Dobell,  Detmore  House,  Charlton  Kings. 

1860.  March  20.  Mr.  W.  E.  Williams,  formerly  in  the  employ  of  the 
Cheltenham  Gas  Company  appointed  by  the  Quarter  Sessions  Inspector  of  Gas 
Meters  for  this  county,  under  the  recent  Act  of  Parliament 

I860..  March.  From  a  return  presented  to  Parliament  at  this  time  it  appears 
that  the  number  of  electors  for  Cheltenham  in  1832  was  919,  and  in  1859,  2,359, 
being  an  increase  of  1,440  since  the  passing  of  the  Beform  BilL 

1860.  March  22.  Sale  by  auction,  by  Mr.  Sweeting,  of  the  copyright,  file, 
good-will,  plsnt,  stock,  and  printing  materials  of  the  Ch^Umham  Ohrontde  for  JS815. 

1860.  April  4.  Distressing  accident  to  Mr.  Hanks,  Manor  Farm,  Charlton 
Abbotts.  Mr.  Hanks,  his  son  Thomas,  and  the  Messrs.  Beckingsale,  of  this 
town  were  going  out  for  an  hour's  rabbit  shooting,  when  the  gun  of  one  of  the 
last-named  gennemen  was  accidentally  discharged,  and  the  contents  entering  the 
head  and  neck  of  Mr.  Hanks,  junior,  aged  17,  caused  his  instant  death.  The 
oocurrence  was  pronounced  by  the  coroner's  jury  to  be  purely  accidental. 

1860.  April  7.  Death  of  a  character.  A  sporting  character,  well-known  as 
*' Billy  Holtham/*  died  suddenly  at  the  Berkeley  Arms,  Albion-street. 

1860.  April  7.  Daring  attempt  at  burglary  at  the  residence  of  Thomai 
Kinber,  Esq.,  41,  Clarence-square.  The  thieves  had  nearly  effected  an  entrance 
to  the  premises  when  the  housemaid,  Susan  Trescowthiek,  hearing  a  noise» 
jumped  out  of  bed  and  rushing  to  the  front  door  called  out "  Thieves  T'  **  Police  V*' 
with  all  her  might.  The  robbers  on  the  outcry  being  raised  beat  a  hasty  retreat 
without  their  anticipated  booty,  there  being  a  large  quantity  of  plate  in  the 
house,  a  fact  which  no  doubt  they  were  well  aware  of. 

1860.    April  9.    Visit  of  the  Stroud  Volunteers  to  Cheltenham. 

1860.  April  11.  The  ** Examiner**  of  this  date  contains  the  following 
obituary  announcements : — J.  C.  Symons,  Esq.,  H.M.  Inspector  of  Schools,  and 
formerly  editor  of  the  **  Examiner,'*  who  died  at  Malvern,  April  7.  aged  50  ; 
Mrs.  Perry,  of  Avondole  House,  daughter  of  the  bte  Lieut.-Col.  Baron),  who 
died  on  the  8th ;  Thomas  Barber,  Es^.,  who  died  at  his  residence,  Suffolk-square, 
on  the  the  6th ;  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Hamilton,  formerly  a  newspaper  reporter  well- 
known  in  Cheltenham. 

1860.  April  12.  The  Timt  of  this  date  announced  that  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  had  presented  a  naval  cadetship  to  the  son  of  the  late  J.  C. 

amons,  Esq.,  in  recognition  of  the  services  of  his  father  in  the  cause  of 
ucation; 

1860.  April  14.  Death  of  Fulwar  Craven,  Esq.  We  have  to  record  the 
death  of  another  of  the  notables  of  this  neighbourhoood— Fulwar  Craven,  Ssq., 
of  Brockhampton  Park,  which  event  occurred  on  Saturday  last,  the  14th  instant, 
in  the  78th  year  of  his  age.  Deceased  was  for  many  years  a  leading  character 
in  the  fashionable  and  sporting  doings  of  his  day,  and  although  for  the  last  sevea 
or  eight  years  he  has  resided  principally  at  his  country  seat,  yet  for  the  forty  or 
fifty  years  antecedent  to  that  time,  his  well-known  figure  and  equipage  were  as 
familiar  to  the  habitues  of  the  High-street  as  the  High-street  itself.  His  death, 
levers  another  connecting  link  between  Cheltenham  as  it  is  to-day,  and  as  it  waa^ 
in  the  olden  time.— "  Examiner,"  April  18. 
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1860.    A)>ril  17.    Sermon  by  tht  BeT.  W.  M.  Pnncheoii,  at  Weiley  Chapel. 

1860.  'April  23.  Appearance  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Eean  at  the  Koyal 
OldWeUs. 

I860.  April  30.  Sale  of  shop  proper^  in  the  High-street,  by  BngaU  and 
Sanders :  Not.  385  and  386,  High-street,  in  the  occopation  of  Mr.  G.  Sweeting, 
at  a  rental  of  £190  per  annum,  was  "  bnnght  in  "  at  £2,700 ;  the  Royal  Library,, 
rental  £14)0,  sold  at  £2,220;  382,  High-street,  rent  £120,  sold  for  £1,600 ;  aad 
three-anarters  of  an  acre  of  land  behind  the  Royal  Library  sold  for  £700. 

1860.  May  20.  The  10th  and  13th  Companies  Cheltenham  Volonteers- 
attended  divine  serrice  at  the  Temporary  Chnrch.  The  sermon  was  preached  by 
the  Rer.  E.  Walker,  Incumbent. 

1860.  May  23.  Letter  in  the  **  Examiner  **  from  Mr.  Chas.  Schreiber  calling 
attention  to  a  motion  of  Mr.  Rolt  to  engraft  upon  the  Reform  Bill  a  clause 
giving  two  members  to  Cheltenham,  Mr.  Schreiber  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that 
the  granting  a  second  member  would  be  hailed  as  a  real  boon  by  all  who  have 
Hhe  interest  of  the  town  at  heart. 

1860.  May  23.  Confirmation  by  the  Bishop  at  the  Temporary  Church.  The 
rite  was  administered  to  706  persons — 522  females  and  184  males. 

1860.  May  30.  Advertisement  issued  by  the  Churchwardens  for  tenders  for 
•*  concreting  "  the  area  of  th'e  Parish  Church.  In  removing  the  flooring  two 
ancient  stone cofins  were  discovered.  In  filling  up  the  graves,  the  "  Examiner** 
•tates  that  ''in  one  of  the  vaults,  that  of  an  old  and  well-known  inhabitant  of  the 
town  who  died  about  20  years  ago,  the  wood  of  the  coffin  was  in  a  perfect  state  of 
preservation,  the  polish  on  the  wood  was  undimmed,  and  the  metal  of  the  coffin 
plate,  handles,  &c.,  was  as  bright  as  ever.*' ' 

1860.  May.  Much  discussion  was  caused  this  mouth  by  proceedings  against  a 
number  of  respectable  tradesmen  for  infringment  of  certain  provisions  of  the 
Town  Act.  Mr.  G.  E.  Williams,  clerk  to  the  commissioners,  published  several 
letters  in  the *' Examiner **  impugning  the  conduct  of  the  Magistrates  "as  uncon- 
stitutional and  illegal,  as  bringing  the  law  into  contempt,  and  unconsciously 
riving  impunity  to  crime.**  At  the  petty  sessions  on  May  15th, — present,  Messrs. 
fiallewell,  Harford,  Skillicome,  Jones,  and  Frobisher — the  Chairman  read  a 
document  which  he  stated  to  be  **  the  unanimous  and  deliberate  sentiments  of  the 
Bench,  **  and  which  contained  the  following  paragraph  **  The  Magistrates  have 
since  received  a  written  communication  irom  Mr.  Williams,  disavowing  the 
intention  of  applying  to  their  conduct  mala-fidea — corruption— or  anjrthing  else 
of  a  dishonourable  character — which  is  so  far  satisfactory — but  after  such  a  charge 
made  so  publicly,  no  private  explanation  could  be  accepted.*'  '*  Examiner," 
Hay  16. 

1860.  May  30.  Mr.  W.  Esson  (son  of  Mr.  Esson,  manager  of  the  Chelten^ 
ham  gas  works)  formerly  a  pupil  of  the  Grammar  School  obtained  an  open 
Fellowship  at  Merton  College.  The  ** Examiner"  adds,  Mr.  Esson  obtained  the 
Junior  Mathematical  Scholarship  in  1857;  and  last  year  was  awarded  a  first  class 
in  mathematics,  whereby  he  became  entitled  to  the  Whitfield  prize  of  £50,  given  ta 
every  member  of  St.  John's  College,  not  being  on  the  foundation,  who  shall  be 
placed  in  the  first  class  at  the  public  examinations.  In  the  last  Lent  term  Mr. 
Esson  also  gnined  the  Senior  Mathematical  Scholarship. 

1860.    June  7.    Count  Frederic  Metaxa,  aged  13,  (son  of  Count  Baptists 
Hetaxa)  obtained  a  naval  cadetship.    He  was  formerly  a  pupil  at  the  Cheltenham 
Juvenile  Colleee,  and,  on  bis  appointment,  was  understood  to  be  the  youngest. 
'  officer  in  Her  Majesty's  service. 

1860.  June  9.  Mrs.  Hyson,  wife  of  a  poor  man  living  at  47>  Duke-street,^ 
delivered  of  three  children  at  a  birth.  The  trio  of  little  strangers  were  pronounced, 
with  their  mother,  to  be  doing  wdil. 
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I860.  Jime.  Tender  for  erection  of  Bt.  Mark*s  ChorGli  taken  by  2Cr.  Jciba, 
Aeock  for  22880,  ^e  bailding  to  be  completed  within  a  twelvemonth. 

1860.  Jane  21.  Sale  bv  Mr.  Leach  of  the  Arthur*  s  Field  farm,  84r  acres.  It 
was  booght  by  Mr.  Arkell  for  £5060. 

1860.  Saaden  death  of  Major  Morgan,  an  officer  residing  for  maDTjrears  in 
Cheltenham.  Deceased  had  just  left  a  prajer  meeting  at  the  Be?.  £.  Walker's 
when  he  was  seized  with  a  fainting  fit  and  almost  immediately  expired. 

1860.  Jane  28.  Presentation  of  a  candelabrum  by  the  working,  men  of. 
Bocbdale  to  their  late  representatife  Sir  A.  Bamsay,  Bait. 

I860.  July  8.  At  the  great  Wimbledon  rifle  meeting  Corporal  Burgh  of  tbe 
Cotswold  Company  was  one  of  the  soccessfol  competitors,  winning  with  15  jpolnts 
one  the  £25  Whitworth  rifles. 

1860.  Joly  4.  Proposal  to  form  a  limited  liability  company  for  the  purchase 
of  the  Plough  Hotel,  for  £33,000  in  £10  shares. 

1860.  July  13.  Died,  at  12,Boyal  Crescent,  the  Bev.  T.  F.  Henney,  MJl., 
son  of  the  late  Thomas  Henney,  Esq.,  and  brother  of  W.  Henney,  Esq. 

1860.  July  21.  Severe  haU  storm  in  Cheltenham  audits  neigboarhood.  At 
^The  Hewlets"  nearly  every  flower  in  the  gardens  was  destroyed.  Six  acres  of  . 
majpgolds  and  sweedes  were  so  riddled  with  the  hail  stones  as  to  be  almost 
destroyed,  while  the  cocks  of  hay  in  the  fields  were  white  as  snow.  It  is  a 
coincidence  worth  recording  that  it  was  on  this  day  twelvemonth  a  hurricane  did 
io  much  damage  in  Cheltenham  as  recorded  under  that  date  in  our  "  Chrono- 
logical Events. 

1860.  August  4.  Only  five  persons  were  buried  in  Ghdtenham  this  week» 
out  of  a  popmation  of  40,000.  The  united  ages  of  these  five  were  899  years,  or 
an  average  of  80  years  each. 

1860.  Aognst  16.  Sadden  death  of  T.  Leighton,  Esq.,  solicitor,  at  his 
residence,  5,  Belle  Yne  Place. 

1860.  Angast  25.  Admiral  Sir  Maurice  Berke^y  and  the  Hon»  Angnstu 
Berkeley,  on  a  visit  to  Colonel  Bicketts,  at  German  Cottage, 

1860.  September  5.  The  Dean  of  Carlisle  preached  at  the  Temporary 
Chtirch. 

1860.  September  18.  Grand  Volunteer  Beview  at  Gloucester.  Total  number 
of  volnnteers  present,  6,093. 

1860.  September.  Final  break  up  of  the  association  known  as  **  The  Literary 
and  Philosophical  Institntion." 

1860.  September  20.  Laying  of  the  foundation  stone  of  St.  Ma  k's  Church, 
by  the  Bev.  Wm.  Cams,  one  of  Simeon's  tmstees.  The  church  was  consecrated 
February  8th,  1862. 

1860.  September  24.  Be-opening  of  the  Ball-room,  at  the  Assembly  Booms, 
after  comple^  renovation  and  re-decoration,  by  the  lessee,  Mr.  Bookman. 

1860.  October  2.  Sale  of  the  Crown  Inn,  High  Street,  by  Mr.  Leach.  The 
premises  were  ourchased  by  Mr.  Charles  Turk,  maltster,  for  £2,200. 

1860.  OctoDer5.  Proposal  at  the  Commissioners'  meeting  to  purchase  the 
Literary  Institution  bailding  as  '*  offices"  for  the  Commissioners.  The  question 
was  debated  through  severd  months,  but  ultimately  the  design  was  abandoned. 

1860.  October  9.  Accident  to  Migor  Mortimer.  While  shooting  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Winchoomb,  the  gallant  Major's  gun  e^>loded,  badly  shattering 
the  thumb  and  forefinger  of  the  right  hand. 

1860.    October.    Appointment  of  the  Bev.  Canon  Bovd  to  the  office  of  Bund 
Dean,  for  that  district  of  London  which  comprises  the  ten  parishes  of  the  , 
important  district  of  Paddington. 

i860.  October  18.  Sudden  death  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Newman,  of  the  fi^  of 
Newman  and  Lance,"  drapers,  of  this  town.     The  Firm  had  announoed  to  open... 
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that^  day  their  enlarged  preniiies  and  ehow  rooms ;  the  anxiety  and  ezerti(iii  in :  t 
the  preparation  of  which,  no  doubt,  led  to  Mr.  Newman's  death. 

1860.  November  20.  Married,  at  St.  Lake's  Church,  Miss  Harriet  Jane 
Pearson,  second  daughter  of  Lieut.-CoL  Pearson,  of  Bays  Hill  Lawn,  to  Captaia 
Orey,  only  son  oi  Sir  George  Orey,  and  equerry  to  His  Boyal  Highness  the 
Printe  of  Wales. 

1860.  NoTember  23.  Death  of  Lieut.-Col.  Hamerton,  at  his  residence,  22, 
Lansdown  Place.  Cd.  Hamerton  entered  the  army  in  1806,  went  throngh  the 
Peninsular  campaigns,  was  with  Sir  John  Moore  at  Corunna,  senred  under 
Wellington  at  Badigoz  and  Salamanca,  where  he  receiTcd  a  wound  in  the  thigh, 
▼hich  sent  him  home,  and  ultimately  compelled  him  to  leave  the  service  shortij 
«fter  the  condasion  of  the  war. 

1860.    December  3.    Case  of  Towle  venut  Boodle.    An  action  for  assault 
and  sluder,  tried  before  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  Westminster.    After  a 
hearing  of  several  hours,  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  on  the  count  of  slander  for  , 
the  d^endant,  and  on  the  count  of  assault  for  the  plaintiff,  with  one  firthing 
damages. 

1860.  December  12.  The  new  bronse  coinage  got  into  circulation  in  Chelt. 
enham.  The  '*  Examiner"  says — *'  Our  Cheltenham  tradesmen  were  not  slow  in 
making  a  *  leading  feature '  of  the  new  coinage.  Mr.  Thomas,  of  the  Oolden 
Canister,  834,  High  Street,  had,  on  Monday,  a  huge  pile  of  it  in  his  shop  window^ 
and  so  great  was  the  *  run '  upon  it  in  the  course  of  the  day,  that  in  the  evening 
he  was  oompelkd,  in  the  language  of  the  Money  Market,  to  'raise  the  rate  oi  . 
discount,'  the  bronze  pennies  and  half-pennies  commanding  a  high  'Premium.'  '* 

1860.  December  20.  Death  of  Qeoree  Russell,  Esq.,  High  Bailiff  of  Chelt- 
enham. The  "Examiner,"  in  noticioe  the  event,  says— '* There  are  few  public 
oflioers  who  have  commanded  so  general  an  amount  of  respect,  and  maintained  for 
io  many  years  such  a  universal  popularity  as  the  late  High  Bailiff  of  Cheltenhanu 
His  genif^  disposition  and  good  temper,  his  integrity  and  impartiality  in  the  dis- 
charge of  difficult  duties,  and  in  mediating  between  eonflicting  interests,  formed, 
no  doubt,  the  secret  of  this  popularity  and  respect.  By  his  death  the  town  loses 
a  good  Dublio  officer,  and  his  loss  vrill  be  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  warm  and 
attached  friends.  The  deceased  gentleman  was  62  years  of  age,  and  of  this 
term  of  existence  nearly  forty  years  were  spent  in  tiie  service  of  the  public." 

1860.    December  21.    Presentation  of  a  Maltese  cross  in  gold,  to  J.  Bms 
Philippe,  Esq.,  colour  sergeant  of  the  Cotswold  Company,  as  a  memento  of  tha 
appreciation  of  his  exertions  in  support  of  that  company,  by  bis 'brethren  in 
jtnns. 

1860.    December  26.    Very  severe  frost :  cricket  match  on  the  ice  at  PittviUe 
lake.    So  severe  was  the  frost  that  the  water  in  the  boiler  of  the  ''Examiner^ 
ateam  engine  was  frozen  so  hard,  that  it  was  found  dangerous  to  get  up  steam. 
•'The  paper  had,  therefore,  to  be  worked  6ff  by  manual  labour. 

1860.  December.  This  mouth  Captain  Struan  Bobertson  successfully  carried 
out  a  projeet  he  had  initiated  two  years  ago,  of  planting  a  row  of  trees  each  side 
of  the  I^msdownBoad.  On  December  14,  the  ceremony  of  planting  the  first 
tree  was  performed  by  Captain  Struan  Bobertson  and  his  lady,  the  latter  burying 
■9L  couple  of  half-crowns  under  the  roots.  This  road  is  upwards  of  1,200 
ja^  in  length,  and  when  the  trees  have^attained  a  few  years  growth,  it  will  be, 
without  doubt,  one  of  the  finest  drives  of  the  kingdom.  It  will  form,  in  fact,  the  .. 
Champt  JElpsees  of  Cheltenham,  and  we  tidnk,  the  town  is  mneh  indebted  to 
Captain  Bobertson  for  originating  so  great  an  improvement.— >*' Examiner.** 
The  expense,  upwards  of  mty  pounds,  was  raised  by  voluntary  contributions, 
collected  by  the  rarish  Church  verger,  Mr.  J.  Eussell.  The  number  of  avenues 
•of  trees  in  Cheltenham  distinguish  it  in  this  partieular  frcmi  all  other  Watering  .^ 
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jntees  'in  the  kiogdom.  The  beaotifol  Promenade  was  formed  by  the  lite  T. 
flennej,  Esq.,  and  the  proprietors  of  Fittville  and  other  private  estate!  followed 
hit  example.  Besides  being  ornamental,  they  are  beneficial  to  health;  An 
eminent  German  medical  writer  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  reason  why 
Cheltenham  was  not  visited  by  the  oholera  in  1832,  was  in  consequence  of  the 
abondance  of  trees  in  the  town— the  foliage  absorbing  what  was  detrimental  to 
human  existence. 

1861.  January,  Subscriptions  were  raised  in  Cheltenham  in  aid  of  the 
ribbon  weavers  in  Coventry.    The  total  amount  collected  was  £1,000. 

1861.  January.  The  weather  being  very  severe  the  committee  for  the  relief 
of  the  unemployed  poor  again  solicited  snbsoriptions  and  set  the  men  at  work  on 
the  public  footpaths. .  About  £600  was  subscribed,  and  the  number  of  men 
employed  in  this  manner  attained  a  maximum  of  700  a  day.  The  frost  extended 
from  the  :24th  of  December,  1860,  to  the  20th  January,  1861 — a  period  of  five 
weeks. 

1861.  January  15.  Skating  by  torchlight  by  the  youths  of  Cheltenham 
College  on  Pittville  lake. 

1861.  January  16.  Statements  of  the  congregational  collections  for  1860, 
published  in  the  **  Examiner."  Tbe  totals  were— Christ  Church,  £1,877 17s.  7d. ; 
Trinity,  £1,227  3s.  6id. ;  St.  James's,  £1077  88.  lOU, ;  the  Parish  Church 
£2,052  Is.  7id. 

1861.  January.  Died,  Dr.  Wm.  Conolly,  a  physician  formerly  in  extenrive 
practice  in  Cheltenham.  Died,  B.  W.  Jerrard,  Esq.,  the  architect  of  Christ 
Church,  the  Queen's  Hotel,  and  Literary  Institution,  and  fh)m  whose  designs  the 
Lansdown  and  Montpellier  estates  were  laid  out  for  building  purposes. 

1861.  January.  A  requisition  got  up  to  the  Town  Commissioners  for  the 
erection  of  a  Town  Hall,  for  holding  benevolent  and  religious  meetings,  and  for 
other  public  purposes,  at  a  cost  of  £5,000. 

1861.  January  24.  Died,  Thomas  Tanner,  MiUbrook-street,  Alstone.  The 
man  was  a  coal  porter,  and  his  death  caused  a  very  painful  feeling  in  the  town 
from  the  fact  that  he  was  induced  to  drink  himself  to  death  by  being  "  treated  ** 
by  parties  moving  in  a  station  of  life'  in  which  such  *<  larking  "  was  but  little 
excusable. 

1861.  January  31.  Public  meeting  on  the  proposed  Cheltenham  and  Bourtoft 
on-the- Water  Railway.  The  line  was  to  be  made  by  the  West  Midland  Company, 
without  calling  upon  the  town  to  take  up  shares.  Sir  William  Bussell  and 
others  opposed  it,  but  the  meeting  decided  in  its  favour  by  a  very  large  minority. 
On  getting  into  Parliament  the  bill  was  thrown  out  on  standing  orders. 

1861.  February  8.  Death  in  the  midst  of  a  dreadful  storm  off  the  coast  of 
Irehnd,  of  Captain  Boyd,  of  H.M.S.  Ajax,  and  brother  of  the  Bev.  Canon  Bo/yi, 
late  incumbent  of  Christ  Church.  Captain  Boyd,  with  a  number  of  his  men, 
was  throwing  a  rope  from  the  shore  to  the  drowning  crew  of  a  vessel,  when  a 
huge  billow  engnlphed  him  in  its  recoil,  and  carried  him  away  before  the  eyes  of 
bis  companions.  The  body  was  recovered  after  some  days  and  honoured  with  a^ 
public  funeral,  and  a  tablet  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased  has  been  erected  in 
the  church  which  for  so  many  years  was  hallowed  by  his  brother's  ministry  in 
Cheltenham. 

1861  February  18.  Serious  accident  to  Edward  Griffiths,  Esq.,  Marie  Hill, 
while  out  with  the  hounds  at  Queen  Wood. 

1861.  February.  Mr.  Edmund  Alleyne,  a  pupil  direct  from  Cheltenham 
Grammar  School  obtained  a  cadetship  at  the  Woolwich  examinations. 

1861.  February  20.  Married,  at  the  Parish  ChnrcV  Col.  Thompson,  son  of 
Pearson  Thompson,  Esi^.,  to  Miss  Armytage,  of  Fkmley  Lodge— 4he  first  marriage 
celebrated  in  this  building  since  the  closing  of  its  doors  nearly  two  yean  ago. 
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1861.  Febmaiv  20  and  21.  Great  hurricane  at  Cheltenham.  The  fint 
itorm  broke  over  the  town  ahoat  eleven  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  20th,  and  the 
wind  blew  with  uncontrollable  fiuy  until  about  three  o'clock  on  the  momiog  of 
the  21st.  In  the  morning  the  town  presented  a  scene  of  wide-spread  desolation. 
Trees  were  uprooted  and  broken  in  every  direction;  chimnies  blown  down: 
houses  partially  unroofed;  and  windows  forced  in,  on  Bayshill,  Lansdown,  and 
all  the  more  exposed  situations.  In  the  High-street,  shutters  were  wrenched 
from  their  fastenings,  and  whirled  several  hundred  yards  through  the  streets ;  and 
many  of  the  shop-keepers  were  obliged  to  keep  watch  and  ward  over  their 
premises  until  the  cessation  of  the  storm  or  the  approach  of  daylight.  In  t^e 
Christ  Church  district  the  church  itself  had  several  hundred  panes  of  glass 
broken ;  a  row  of  houses  just  finished  in  the  Malvem-road  were  unroofed,  and 
fhe  walls  cracked  and  twisted  in  every  direction.  •  At  Aban  Court  two  chimney 
stacks  were  blown  down,  as  also  were  two  at  Suffolk  Hall,  the  bricks  of  one 
fiJling  completely  through  the  roof  and  into  a  bedroom  (fortunately  unoccupied) 
beneath.  Two  of  the  noble  elms  in  the  Old  Wells'  avenue  were  destroyed,  and 
several  others  much  injured.  At  Hatherley  Court  a  conservatory  was  carried 
bodily  away,  and  a  large  number  of  plants  destroyed ;  the  drawing-room  window 
was  also  blown  in  and  a  large  mirror  hurled  from  one  end  of  the  room  to  l^e  other. 
At  the  comer  of  Henrietta-street  stones,  to  the  weight  of  nearly  two  tons,  were 
carried  from  the  house  of  Mr.  Booth,  draper,  and  hurled  into  the  middle  of  the 
road.  To  enumerate  the  instances  of  similar  damage  in  other  parts  of  the  town 
-would  occupy  too  much  space ;  suffice  it  to  say  that  chimney  stacks  were  blown 
down,  and  roofs  wholly  or  partially  destroyed  in  nearly  every  district.  Among 
the  more  serious  casualties  may  be  mentioned  the  fall  of  the  chimnies  at  Mr. 
liaillard's,  Oloucester-place,  by  which  the  bedrooms  were  almost  filled  with  the 
ruins,  and  several  of  the  inmates  severely  injured.  In  a  small  cottage  near  Lord 
Dunalley's  a  hig;h  chimney  was  toppled  over  and  several  tons  of  deMt  feU 
through  the  roof  ioto  a  bedroom  in  which  four  persons  were  sleeping.  The  escape 
of  the  inmates  was  almost  miraculous ;  the  bricks  and  beams  lay  piled  up  in 
every  part  of  the  room  higher  than  the  bed  itself,  yet  the  bed  and  the  four 
persons  sleeping  upon  it  escaped  injury.  On  the  following  afternoon  (the  21tt)4 
about  five  o'clock  tne  storm  returned  in  all  its  fury,  but  fortunately  it  only  lasted 
about  half-an-hour,  yet  even  in  this  short  time  many  bouses  which  had  escaped 
the  night  before  sustained  much  damage.  A  large  tree  in  the  garden  of  Mr. 
Tartt,  near  the  College,  was  snapped  off  by  the  wind,  and,  falling  on  the  con- 
aervatory  of  Miss  Yerbury's  house  adjoining,  did  damage  to  the  extent  of  between 
£30  and  £40.  The  shop  front  of  Mr.  Waite,  chemist,  of  Ormond  Villas,  was 
also  blown  in,  and  about  fifty  feet  of  the  high  wall  between  the  Boyal  Hotel  yard 
and  Liverpool-place  wss  blown  down.  In  the  districts  around  Cheltenham  the 
storm  raged  with  equal  fury.  Several  fine  trees  in  Charlton  Park  were  overturned, 
.  and  the  same  occurred  at  Mrs.  Capel's,  Frestbury.  At  Gloucester,  about  forty 
feet  of  the  railway  station  was  blown  down,  the  iron  pillars  being  snapped 
asunder,  and  the  corrugated  iron  of  the  roof  twisted  about  like  so  much  paper. 

1861.  February  24>.  Dr.  Byan,  Bishop  of  Mauritius,  preached  at  Christ 
Ohurcb. 

1861.  March  26.  Funeral  of  the  Duchess  of  Kent,  mother  of  the  Queen. 
The  bells  of  the  Parish  Church  rung  muiBed  peals,  the  letter  carriers  wore  black 
crape  on  their  coats,  and  the  members  of  the  various  rifle  corps  displayed  the 
Viial  sign  of  military  mourning. 

1861.  February  26.  Statement  put  forth,  under  this  date  of  the  final  com- 
pletion of  the  nesraoiations  for  the  purchase  of  a  house,  No.  8,  Eoyal  Cresoentu 
as  a**  Parsonage  House"  to  the  "Parish  Church  of  St.  Mary's,  Cheltenham.'^ 
The  purchase  was  completed  mainly  through  the  instromentalify  of  T.  Q,  ^afaner^ 
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Eaq.,  No.  1,  Boyal  Crescent,  the  Honoiaiy  Secretary  of  the  Committee  formed 
for  carrying  the  object  into  effect.     The  moTcment  commeaced  as  early  as  the 
26th  of  December,  I857t  when  it  was  found  almost  impossible  to  procare  the 
lerrices  of  an  Incumbent  partly  from  the  fact  that  there  was  no  residence  attached 
to  the  living.    To  remedy  this  state  of  things  a  committee  was  formed  for. the 
purpose  of  raising  subscriptions,  and  two  applications  for  assistance  made  to  the' 
Ecclesiastical    Commissioners    failed    of    sncoess.      Ultimately   Mr.   Palmer 
Tolnnteered  to  obtain  a  personal  interview  with  the  Commissioners  to  urge  the 
wants  and  claims  of  the  parish  upon  them ;   and  his  mission  was  so  snccessfhl 
that  that  body  at  last  consented  to  grant  a  sum  of  £600  towards  the  purchase, 
nrovided  the  parishioners  would  surocribe  £1,200  with  the  like  object.    With 
.this  promise  the  committee  went  earnestly  to  work»  and  by  July,  1868, , bad 
,tBCceeded  in  raising  £1,148  towards  the  £1,200  required.    With  this  amount  of 
success  the  committee  felt  warranted  in  taking  the  house,  and  the  new  Incumbent, 
the  lUv.  E.  Walker,  went  into  possession  as  tenant  on  the  24th  of  June  in  that 
year.    On  the  30th  of  December  following  the  committee  came  to  a  resolu^on 
to  purchase  the  house  for  £1,600 ;  and  Mr.  Palmer  was  a^in  depoted  to  proceed 
to  London,  and  in  a  second  interview  with  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  he 
induced  that  body  to  accept  £1000  from  the  parishioners  in  lieu  of  the  £1,200 
as  previoudy  arranged,  thus  enabling  the  committee  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
collection,  oc.,  out  of  the  sum  originally  required  at  their  hands.     At  ,the 
Easter  Vestry  Meeting  in  1859  the  title  deeds  of  the  property  and  all  the 
documents  relating  to  the  affair  were  handed  over  to  the  rarish  and  placed 
among  the  parochial  records;  and  on  the  24th  of  June  following  the  new 
'*  Parsonage  House'*  was  finally  handed  over  to  the  Incumbent  free  of  all 
incumbrance.    The  total  subscription  raised  in  Cheltianham  was  £1,258  12b., 
making,  with  interest  £24  13s.  2d.  and  £600  from  the  Ecclesiastical  Commis- 
missioners,  a  total  of  £1,883  5s.  2d.     Of  this  was  expended  for  the  house. itself 
£1,600;   for  fixtures  therein,  £25  12s.  6d. ;  for  bookcases,  &c.,  £26;  for  gas 
fittimss,  £22  14s.  2d.,  the  whole  of  which  were  to  be  considered  as  IandloM*s 
fixtures  and  to  go  with  the  freehold.     After  these  disbursements  had  been  made, 
and    expenses  of  collection,  &c.,  paid,  there   still   remained   a   balance   of 
£114  Is.  9d.,  which  sum  stands  invested  in  the  names  of  Mr,  Hartland,  Mr. 
Skillicome,  Mr.  Palmer,  and  Mr.  Gwinnett  in  trust,  to  devote  the  interest  in  the 
external  preservation  and  repairs  of  the  house  for  ever.    It  should  he  stated  that 
The  solicitors,  the  counsel,  and  the  surveyors  of  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners 
refused  to  accept  any  remuneration  for  their  services  in  respect  of  the  purchase, 
so  that  the  premises  were  obtained  by  the  parish,  as  fat  as  those  officers  were 
concerned,  free  from  all  legal  charges.    The  committee  through  whose  instru- 
mentality this  desirable  adcUtion  to  the  Incumbency  was  brought  ahout  consisted 
of  the  following  gentlemen: — Nathaniel  Hartland,  Escu  James  Agg  Gardner, 
Esq.,  E.  Armitage,  Esq.,  R.  B.  Hudleston,  Esq.,  E.  J.  Esdaile,  Esq.,  Mr.  C^  H. 
Hale,  W.  H.  Gwinnett^  Esq.,  E.  S.  Liagwood,  Esq.,  Mr.  H.  Davies,  Mr.  Entail, 
Mr.  D.  J.  Horophris,  Wm.  Nash  Skillicome,  Esq.,  9,  Queen's  Parade,  Hon. 
Treasurer,  and  T.  G.  Palmer,  Esq„l,  Royal  Crescent,  Hon.  Sec.    Among  the 
subscribers  to  the  fund  the  following  are  donors  of  £5  and  upwards,    ^ra, 
Capper,  £20  ;  Rev.  W.  Cams,  £20:;  Dr.  College,  £25 ;  Lord  de  Saumarez,  £15 ; 
£.  J.  Esdaile,  Esq.,  £20;  W.  H.  Gwinnett,  Esq.,  £50;  a  friend,  per  Mr. 
Gwinnett,  £25;  N.  Hartland,  Esq.,  £50;  Colonel  Church  Pearce,  £25;  Mrs. 
Church  Pearce,  £25 ;  Mrs.  Westropp,  £50 ;  Miss  Yerbury,  £50.    The  folloji^ng 
gave  £10  each : — E.  Armytage,  Esq.,  Mrs.  Bailey,  Miss  Baron,  T.  Qj^inpion, 
Esq.,  Lady  Cromie,  Hon.  Ropdr  Curzon,  Mrs.  Freeman,  Mr.  J.  A.  Gardner,  J. 
Garratt,  Esq.,  Mrs.  Gibbons,  Mrs.  Lardner,  E.  L.  Newman,  Bsq^  T.  G.  Palmer, 
Esq.,  Mrs.  Sherwood,  W.  N.  Skillicome,  Esq^  S.  M.,  (perBev.  B.  Walker),  Rev. 
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J.  Yenn,  J.  Waddingham,  Esq.,  Miss  Williams.  The  following  gare  £5  each  .— 
Dr.  Ackworth,  Miss  Aldridge,  Rev.  E.  Anriol,  A.  K  Baker,  Esq.,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs. 
Barry,  Miss  G.  BAymond  Barker,  Miss  S.  F.  F.  Bedford,  J.  Beman,  Esq.,  the 
Misses  Brann,  3.  Bahb,  Esq.,  T.  P.  W.  Butt,  Esq.,  W.  Backle,  Esq.,  Mist 
CarritigtoD,  Mrs.  Cbelter,  Mr.  J.  B.  Churchill,  Miss  Clark8on,C.  T.  Cooke,  Esq., 
Mr.  Engall,  Rev.  C.  Evans,  W.  Farqaharson,  Esq  ,  Miss  Finlay.  J.  Fisher,  |>^, 
T.  Fothergill,  Esq.,  Miss  Fothergill,  a  Friend,  per  D.  J.  Hamphris,  Esq.,  \w, 
Gardner,  Esq  ,  Mrs.  Grant,  J.  Qra?es,  Esq.,  Mrs.  Graves,  W.  Gyde,  Esq.,  Mr. 
C.  H.  Hale,  W.  Hazell,  Es^  W.  H.  Henney,  Es^.,  Dr.  Hooper,  A.  B.  Huddle, 
•ton,  Esq.,  Mr.  J.  Hamphns,  Mr.  B.  J.  Hamphris,  R.  Jopp,  Esq.,  Dr.  Ker,  G* 
Law,  Esq.,  R.  S.  Lingwood,  Esq.,  Mrs.  Newell,  Mrs.  Parr,  Mrs.  G.  Royds,  G. 
Rnssell,  Esq.,  Rev.  J.  T.  G.  Saunders,  Col.  Schreiber,  Messrs.  Shirer  and  Sons, 
Miss  Spencer,  W.  W.  Squire^  Esq.,  W.  M.  Tartt,  Esq.,  A.  H.Tonge,  Esq.,  C,  H, 
Velley,  Esq.,  Lieut.  Col.  Young,  W.  F.  Young,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  E.  J.  Young.  The 
remainder  was  made  up  in  smiiUer  sums.  The  committee,  at  their  final  meeting 
in  December  i860,  accorded  their  cordial  thanks  to  their  treasurer,  Mr.  Skillicomt, 
and  also  to  their  secretary,  Mr.  Palmer,  "  for  his  great  labour  and  assistance  ia 
nromoting  the  object  at  length  so  happily  attained."  Mr.  Palmer  also  received 
nrom  the  Rev.  E.  Walker  as  an  appropnate  acknowlegement  of  his  exertions  on  tho 
occasion,  a  very  handsome  copy  of  the  Bible,  the  cover  surmounted  with  a  silver 
shield  bearing  the  following  inscription :— '*  Presented  to  T.  G.  Palmer,  Esq.,  in 
grateful  recognition,  and  as  an  affectionate  memorial,  of  his  kind  and  unwearied 
labours  as  honorary  secretary  to  the  committee  for  securing  a  Parsonage  House 
for  the  Parish  of  Cheltenham,  St.  Mary's.  June  24th,  1869."  The  location  of 
the  Parsonage  House  in  the  Royal  Crescent  tends,  in  some  respects,  to  revive  old 
associations,  for  it  was  at  No.  15  in  the  same  crescent  that  Mr.  Jarvis,  a  former 
Incumbent,  resided  for  many  years.  Mr.  Jarvis  was  residing  here  in  1821  when 
Mr.  Denman  (afterwards  Lord  Chief  Justice)  one  of  the  counsel  for  Queen 
Caroline,  visited- Cheltenham,  on  which  occasion  the  Incumbent  (being  aEling 
George's  man^  refused  the  bells  to  be  rung.  The  populace,  however,  met  Mr. 
Denman  at  Charlton  Kings,  and,  taking  his  horses  from  the  carriage,  dragged  him 
in  triumph  through  the  town  to  his  lodgings  at  No.  5,  Crescent.  FVom  the 
balcony  of  this  house  he  addressed  the  "people  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour  and 
the  mob  then  proceeded  to  the  church,  and,  arming  themselves  with  weaponi 
from  a  stone  yard  on  the  site  of  the  present  Public  Offices,  burst  open  the  belfrr 
door  and  regaled  their  visitor  with  a  merry  peal.  On  the  same  evening  the  moo 
put  out  the  street  lights  and  afterwards  attacked  Mr.  Jervis's  house,  br^ing  the 
windows  and  doing  other  damage.  The  Roval  Crescent  was  built  about  the  year 
1809,  on  the  site  then  known  as  the  Churcn  Mead.  Shortly  before  the  honset 
were  finished  No.  5  (bi*longing  to  the  grandfather  of  Messrs.  Jessop,  of  the 
avaries)  caught  fire  through  the  ignition  of  some  carpenters'  shavings,  and  our 
informant  well  remembers  an  old  woman,  named  Fletcher,  standing  up  to  her 
middle  in  a  pond,  which  stood  in  the  Meads  on  thb  spot  now  occupied  by  Rhodes*! 
livery  stables,  and  handing  buckets  of  water  to  the  firemen. 

1861.  February  29.  Dexterous  robbery  of  a  cash- box  and  about  £S0  from 
Messrs.  Furber  and  Sons,  iewellers,  Montpellier  Walk.  The  thieves  made  them- 
selves aware  where  the  cash-box  was  kept,  and,  while  an  accomplice  drove  up  in  a 
fly  and  called  Mr.  Furber  out  of  the,  shop,  they  made  off  with  the  box  and  its 
contents.  They  were  cleverly  traced  to  Gloucester  and  Bristol  and  apprehended, 
and  at  their  trial  at  Gloucester  were  each  sentenced  to  six  years  penal  servitude. 

1861.  March  6.  Site  of  the  old  Cheltenham  Theatre  sold  by  auction,  by 
Messrs.  Engall  and  Sanders,  for  £720.  The  purchaser  was  Mr.  Sheepway,  butcher; 

1861  March  8.  Re-opening  of  the  Parish  Church  with  sermons  by  the  Rev. 
E.  Walked,  Incumbent. 
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1S61.  April.  News  arrifed  of  the  famine  in  India.  A  snbieription  wai 
immediately  opened  in  Cheltenham,  which  reiiilted  in  donation!  to  the  amount 
of  £799  68.  6d. 

1861.  April  8.  Oensot  of  the  parish  taken.  Families,  9,820 ;  inhabited 
honsei,  7,018 ;  uninhabited  hooses,  223 ;  bailding,  39 ;  males,  16,476 ;  females 
28,114 ;  total  89,600.  Oat  parishes  included  in  the  Cheltenham  Union,  Charlton 
Kings,  8,443;  Frestbury,  1,297;  Leckhampton,  2,522;  Badgworth,  1,038; 
Shurdington,  16*;  ITp-flatherley,  68;  Uckington,  195;  Swindon,  227; 
Cnbberley,  348 ;  Cowley,  311;  Qreat  Witoomb,  166;  Stayerton,  816;  total  in 
the  Union,  49,688.  The  houses  returned  as  uninhabited  were  not  so  in  reality. 
They  were  so  returned  by  direction  of  the  census  office,  with  a  special  note,  that 
they  were  occupied  daring  the  da^r  and  rated  to  the  poor,  but  not  slept  in,  the 
owners  having  residences  in  adjoining  parishes.  The  number  of  positiTcly  un- 
occupied houses  in  the  ^town  was  remarkably  small  and  belonged  to  the  dais 
"tolet." 

1861.  April  15.  A  telegram  receiTcd  at  Thirlestone  Hall,  announcing  the 
death  of  the  Baron  4e  Stenbock,  which  took  place  uneipectedly  daring  his 
absence  in  Germany,  at  the  early  age  of  22 years. 

1861.  April  16.  Meeting  at  the  Qaeen*s  Hotel  to  form  a  limited  liability 
company,  for  the  purchase  of  the  Mont^ellier  Gardens.  The  purchase  was  com- 
pleted in  the  November  following. 

1861.  April  18.  Final  hearing  in  the  House  of  Lords  of  the  appeal  "Newton 
V.  Sir  Comwallis  Eicketts."  The  appellant  Newton  was  heard  by  their  lord* 
ships  for  several  hours,  and  immediately  on  the  conclusion  of  his  speech  the  lords, 
without  calling  upon  the  counsel  for  the  respondent,  dismissed  the  appeaL 

1861.  April  18.  Complimentary  dinner  to  Cregoe  Colmore,  Esq.,  master  of 
the  Fox  Hounds,  at  the  Plough  Hotel.    Sir  MaUrioe  Berkeley,  president. 

1861.  April  23.  Accident  to  Mr.  Frederick  Marshall  at  the  Beokford  raoes. 
On  putting  his  horse  at  a  fence  Mr.  Marshall  was  thrown,  and  had  his  leg  broken 
by  a  kick.  Mr,  Marshall  was  brought  home  in  Mr.  Colmore's  break,  and  on  some 
one  sympathising  with  him  on  the  mA  mishap  he  veiy  pladcily  exclaimed, "  Well, 
never  mind ;  Fm  insured  in  the  accidental  !*' 

1861.  May  1.  Prospectus  first  published  in  the  *<  Examiner"  of  the  East 
Oloucestershire  Railway  Company.  The  history  of  this  project,  as  far  as  it  has 
yet  gone,  may  be  thus  stated.  The  line  was  designed  to  run  from  Cheltenham 
to  Dowdeswell,  and  thence  to  fork  off— one'  branch  on  the  narrow  euage  running 
north-east  to  Bourton-on-the- Water,  and  the  other  on  the  broaaguage  south- 
east to  Farringdon.  The  distance  from  Cheltenham  to  London  would  thus  be 
reduced  to  101  miles.  The  mode  of  passing  through  the  town  was  from  the 
present  line  near  Malvern  Road  bv  a  tunnel  %nder  Bayshill,  and  along  the  road 
by  Queen's  Parade,  through  the  MontpelHer  Gardens,  under  the  Bath  Road,  and 
thence  on  a  slight  embankment  to  the  proposed  station  in  Sandford  Fields.  On 
the  22nd  of  October  the  scheme  was  brought  before  a  very  large  public  meeting 
at  the  Assembly  Rooms,  which  pronounced  almost  unanimously  in  its  favour,  ana 
a  large  number  of  shares  were  taken  up  in  Cheltenham  and  the  district.  Parties 
irhose  property  was  adjacent  to  the  proposed  tunnel  regarded  the  scheme  with 
serious  misgiving;  a  powerfal  opposition  was  organised,  but  on  the  Bill  goinr 
before  the  Commons  Committee  in  March,  1862,  the  preamble  was  declared 


the  town  approaches,  and  only  granting  those  portions  of  it  between  Dowdeswell 
and  Bonrton  and  Farringdon.  In  the  autumn  of  1862,  the  promoters  resolved 
to  apply  to  Parliament  for  leave  to  postpone  any  fturther  prosecution  of  the 
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project  until  the  year  1864,  and  n  "  Suspension*'  Bill  was  agreed  to  be  intro- 
duced for  that  purpose  in  the  session  of  1863.  But  the  Great  Western 
Company,  in  February,  in  consequence  of  the  hostility  to  the  scheme  on  the  part 
of  their  shareholders,  consented  to  its  final  abandonment.  We  are  thus  enabled 
to  describe  with  certainty  the  ultimate  fate  of  this  last  attempt  to  devise  an 
unobjectionable  railway  route  through  the  town  of  Cheltenham. 

1861,  May.  Negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  the  "  Rectory"  of 
Cheltenham  of  Messrs.  Newman  and  Gwinnett  by  Simeon's  Trustees,  the  patrons 
of  the  liTing.  The  negotiations  were  afterwards  successfully  completed,  and  the 
Minister  of  the  Parish  is  henceforth  the  "B«ctor,"  instead  of  "Incumbent**  and 
•Perpetual  Curate." 
1861.  May  13>.  Death  of  James  Basevi,  Esq.,  aged  77  years. 
1861.  May  28.  Literary  Institution  buUding  sold  by  auction  to  Mr.E.  L. 
Griffiths  for  £2,500. 

1861.  June  5.  First  Chapter  of  this  "  History  of  Cheltenham,'*  from  the 
pen  of  Mr.  Goding,  appeared  in  the  "  Esaminer'*  of  this  date. 

1861.  June  13.  Gold  "  siege  piece"  of  Charles  I.  found  in  a  tirick-field  at 
Charlton  Kings. 

1861,  June  17, 18,  and  19.  Cricket  match  between  the  United  All  England 
Eleven  and  Twenty  Present  and  Old  Pupils  of  Cheltenham  College.  The 
Coll^ians  came  off  victorious  in  one  innings,  their  score  being  263  against  two 
scores  of  the  **  United"  of  129  and  4j8 

1861.    June  18.     Distribution  of  prizes  at  Cheltenham  College.     At  the 

meeting  of  proprietors  the  same  day  a  discussion  took  place,  and  complaints 

•  were  made  which  ultimately  resulted  m  the  resignation  of  the  Rev.  H.  Highton, 

Head  Master,  and  a  radical  change  in  the  constitution  of  the  governing  body  of 

the  College. 

1861.  July  1.  Presentation  of  a  gold  watch,  value  35  guineas,  and  a  purse 
of  30  sovereigns  to  Mr.  Michael  William  Gore,  now  and  for  many  years  past 
guard  on  the  Great  Western  Railway. 

1861.  July.  Visit  to  Cheltenham  of  the  Dean  of  Carlisle.  On  Snnday, 
June  30,  the  Dean  preached  in  Christ  Church  in  the  morning,  and  in  the  Parish 
Church  in  the  evening ;  and  on  Tuesday  evening,  July  2ncl,  he  addressed  a 
temperance  lecture  to  a  very  large  anditory,  at  the  Assembly  Rooms. 

1861.  July  3.  Blondin  went  through  his  performance  at  the  Montpellier 
Gadens,  in  the  presence  of  3,000  spectators. 

186 L  July  22.  The  Barony  of  Berkeley.  The  London  Times  of  this  date 
contains  the  following  semi-official  announcement : — "We  understand  that  it  is 
the  intention  of  Her  Majesty,  by  the  advice  of  her  responsible  Ministers,  to 
create  Admiral  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Maurice  Fitzhardinge  Berkeley  a  Peer,  by 
the  title  of  Baron  Berkeley  of  Berkeley  Castle.**  The  "  Examiner'*  of  the 
following  Wednesday  says— "There  are  very  few  men,  whatever  their  politick 
opinions  may  be,  who  will  fail  to  regard  this  announcement  with  feelings  of  satis- 
faction. The  personal  character  of  the  new  Baron,  the  services  he  has  rendered 
to  his  country,  and  the  peculiar  circumstances  which  recommend  him  to  the 
favourable  consideration  of  his  Sovereign,  all'combine  to  render  this  pnblic 
recognition  of  his  claims  to  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Lords  peculiarly  gratifying. 
Sir  Maurice  Berkeley  will  take  his  seat  in  that  House  not  only  with  the  prestige 
of  past  services,  bat  as  the  acknowledged  head  of  a  great  historicftl  family.  The 
cruel  wrong  which  has  been  done  to  that  family  by  placing  the  Earldom  ot 
Berkeley  so  long  in  abeyance,  will  now  have  been  in  some  measure  redressed. 
Sir  Maurice,  although  unsuccessful  in  his  claims  to  the  Barony  b^  *  feudal  tenure, 
still  obtains  the  ohject  of  his  ambition  by  receiving  a  patent  of  nobility  from  th  e 
hand^  of  Her  Majesty,  under  the  title  of  *  Baron  Berkeley  of  Berkeley  Castle* 
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K eTflr,  rarely,  was  a  pnblia  honour  more  honourably  e«m«d  or  more  woitkSy 
bestowed."  [It  waa  afterwards  arranged  that  the  new  title  should  be  Baxoa 
Ktahardinge  instead  of  Baron  Berkeley.  On  Not.  27th,  when  the  noble  Lord 
▼isited  Cheltenham  for  the  first  time  since  his  elevation  to  the  Peerage,  a  con- 
gratulatory address  was  presented  to  him  from  the  inhabitants  ;  a  compliment  in 
which  men  of  all  political  parties  cordially  naited.] 

1861.  July.  Appointment  of  Mr.  Horsley  as  county  medical  analyst.  The 
Chairman  at  the  Quarter  Sessions  reported  that "  at  the  last  session  Mr.  Horsl^ 
was  conditionally  app(»nted  county  analyst,  under  the  Adulteration  of  Food  Act. 
The  diairman  now  moved  his  permanent  appointment,  and  stated  tltat  a  snitaJUe 
laboratory  had  been  constrncted  at  the  police-station  at  Cheltenham. 

1861.  August  28.  Death  of  Mrs.  Capper,  relict  of  Robert  Capper,  Esq.  J.P., 
at  her  residence,  Suffolk  Lawn,  in  her  76th  year. 

1861.  September  5.  Sale  of  the  Boddington  Manor  and  Withy  Br^ge 
estates,  by  Mr.  T.  Lewis,  at  the  Plough.  Of  1,100  acres  offered,  the  portions  sold 
and  the  prices  realised  were  as  follows  : — Of  the  Boddington  estates,  about  29& 
ac^  sold,  realizing  £14,125,  or  about  £48  per  acre.  The  Withy-bridge,  of  150 
acres,  realized  £8,325,  or  about  £55  per  acre.  The  total  sold  being  445  acres,  the 
anm  realized  £22,450,  and  the  average  price  per  acre  within  a  fraction  of  £50. 

1861.  October.  "  Pratt's"  coach,  which  had  run  between  Cheltenham  and 
Malvern  for  40  years,  was  this  month  beaten  by  the  railway  "off  the  road." 

1861.  October.  Establishment  of  the  "  Cheltenham  Ophthalmic  Hospital : 
Dr.  College*  consnlting  physidim;  Walter  Jessop,  juu.,  Esq.,  surgeon. 

1861.  November.  Tablet  to  the  memory  of  the  late  G.  Bussell,  Esq.,  erected 
in  the  chancel  of  the  Parish  Church,  in  which  the  deceased  gentleman  was  for 
many  years  a  constant  attendant. 

1861.  Nov.  10.  Died,  at  his  residence.  Promenade,  Joseph  Wilkinson,  Esq., 
an  active  member  of  the  Christ  Church  congregation,  and  an  intimate  friend  of 
the  late  Incumbent,  the  B.ev.  Canon  Boyd. 

1861.  November  13.  Stormy  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  Cheltenham 
College.  The  resolutions  come  to  were  considered  adverse  to  the  Directors,  and 
«n  the  following  day  the  Board  met  and  resolved  to  resign. 

1861.  November  22.  Died,  at  Beaufort  Villas,  Major-Gbneral  Derinzey. 
He  went  through  the  Peninsular  campaigns,  was  severely  wounded  through  both 
knees  at  Corunna,  was  run  through  the  body  and  left  for  dead  at  the  Bi^tle  of 
Neville ;  he  w^  twice  wounded,  musket  ball  in  left  arm,  and  by  a  splinter  of  a 
•hell  in  the  chest,  at  the  Battle  of  Toulouse,  but  did  not  quit  the  field.  Ee 
received  for  his  services  the  Gold  Medal  for  Toalouse,  and  the  Silver  War  Medal 
and  nine  Clasps." 

1861.  November  24.  Died  at  Brighton,  aged  78,  Certain  David  Latimer 
St.  Clair,  of  Staverton  Court,  and  for  many  years  a  J.P.  for  this  district.  He 
entered  the  navy  in  1797,  and  saw  much  active  service,  during  which  be  was  a 
companion  and  fellow  voyager  of  Sir  James  Eoss,  the  celebrated  Artie  navigator, 
and  who  was  a  frequent  visitor  to  the  town.  The  last  occasion  upon  whieb.  ^ 
James  Boss  visited  Cheltenham  was  during  the  meeting  of  the  British  As80cia> 
tion,  in  1856,  and  he  was  then  the  guest  of  Capt.  St.  Clair.  Sir  James  was  at 
that  time  in  a  declining  state  of  health,  and  prior  to  his  return  home  (where  he 
Portly  afterwards  died)  presented  to  his  host,  in  token  of  thenr  many  years 
fiiendship,  two  sketches,  taken  by  himself,  representing  engagements  in  which 
they  both  took  part— the  first,  a  firigate  action,  and  the  second,  the  captnxt 
and  destruction  of  a  three-decker  in  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar.  Captain  St.  Clair 
v^as  connected  with  a  very  ancient  family,  claiming  descent  from  Waldemly, 
Compte  de  St.  Clair,  cousin  german  of  William  the  Conqueror  and  common 
ancestor  of  Xiord  St.  Clair  and  the  Earls  of  Bosslyn  and  Caithness.    He  married 
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tU  daughter  of  J.  JParhill,  Esq.,  of  Chichester,  (tutor  to  H.  R.  H.  the  lat*  Duke 
of  Kent),  and  grand-daughter  of  Sir  T.  Wilson,  Knight.    "Examiner,*^  Nov.  27. 

1861.  NoTenftber  26.  Death  under  most  distressing  circumstances  of  Mrs. 
Daniel  Alder,  of  Imperial  Circus.  Mrs.  Alder  was  a  lady  well  known  and 
respected,  her  husband  had  been  honourably  known  as  a  tradesman  for  40  years, 
yet  while  his  wife  was  lying  dead  in  the  house,  and  himself,  to  all  appearance,  on 
the  point  of  death,  his  creditors  forced  him  into  the  Bankruptcy  Court — a  pro« 
oeeding  which  evoked  an  amount  of  sympathy  on  behalf  of  the  family  such  as  is 
rarely  witnessed.  Mr.  Alder  himself  was  a  great  sufferer  up  to  the  time  of  his 
decease,  which  took  place  in  January,  1863. 

1861.  November  25  Sale  of  the  block  of  property  from  Mr.  Harpin's, 
108,  High  Street,  to  Mr.  Vimpany's,  6,  Winchoomb  Street.  The  total  rental  was 
about  £210  per  annum,  and  after  a  spirited  competition,  the  whole  was  bought  by 
Mr.  W.  S.  Davis  for  £3,340. 

1861.  December  4.  The  ''Examiner"  of  this  date  records  the  obituary  o 
Thomas  Pilkington,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Bench  of  Magistrates,  which  toof 
place  Nov.  27,  aged  82;  of  Mrs.  Martin,  wife  of  Mr.  Martin,  jeweller,  aged  78k 
and  ot  Mr.  Frederick  Williams,  aged  31.  Speaking  of  Mr.  Pilkington,  th; 
notice  says: — *'•  We  feel,  while  making  this  announcement,  that  it  affords  ne 
subject  for  mere  posthumous  eulogy.  During  a  residence  of  more  than  a  qnarteo 
of  a  century  in  Cheltenham  Mr.  rilkington  has  endeared  himself  to  the  hearts  or 
thousands  amongst  us  by  the  force  of  his  character,  the  integrity  of  hif 
principles,  by  the  kindliness  of  his  disposition,  by  his  conduct  as  a  magistrats 
and  a  private  citisen,  and  by  unnumbered  acts  of  private  and  public  muniacencee 
Of  his  loss  it  may  be  truly  said  that 

"  Take  him  for  all  in  all. 
We  ne*er  shall  look  upon  his  like  again ;" 

^nd  the  public  funeral,  which  is  this  day  accorded  to  his  remains,  will  be  no  mere 
idle  pageant,  but  the  "  outward  and  visible  sign"  of  that  deep  sorrow  at  his  loss 
which  pervades  the  hearts  of  every  class  of  his  fellow-townsmen." 

1861.  December  9.  Sudden  death  of  Rowley  Young  Lloyd,  Esq., 
barrister,  of  Bibury  Cottage.  He  was  a  son  of  the  late  Admiral  Lloy^  ;  he  had 
listened  to  the  funeral  sermon  on  the  late  Mr.  Pilkington,  at  St.  John's,  on 
fiunday,  and  on  the  following  afternoon,  while  walking  in  his  garden,  was  seized 
vith  a  fit  and  suddenly  eiptred. 

1861.  December  16.  News  received  in  Cheltenham  of  the  unexpected  death 
•of  the  Prince  Consort.  The  telegram  was  posted  at  the  "  Examiner*'  Office  as  the 
people  were  going  to  morning  serrice,  and  to  most  of  whom  this  was  the  first 
and  sudden  intimation  of  the  melancholy  event. 

1861.  December  19.  W.  N.  Skillicerne,  Esq.,  unanimously  elected  Chairman 
of  the  Cheltenham  Bench  of  Magistrates. 

1861.  December  16.  Sudden  illness,  from  tbd  bursting  of  a  blood  vessel  on  the 
lungs,  of  Mr.  William  Boodle,  the  well-known  solicitor  of  this  town.  Mr. 
Boodle  appeared  to  be  on  the  point  of  death  for  several  weeks;  but  by  the  aid 
of  a  good  constitution,  the  unremitting  eare  of  his  family,  and  the  skill  of  his 
threes  medical  attendants^Dr.  College,  Dr.  Cooke,  and  Mr.  Charles  Gregory- 
he  was  ultimately  restored  to  his  usual  health. 

1861.  December  SO.  Presentation  of  a  copy  of  Patrick  and  LowtVs  Commen- 
tary to  Rev.  Gordon  Calthrop,  by  the  working  men  of  the  Trinity  district. 

1862.  January  1st.  Dense  fog  in  Cheltenham,  Mr.  Attewell,  butcher, 
l^ing  in  his  gig  to  Charlton  Kings,  drove  into  a  deep  pond.  Mr.  Attewell  was 
§at  out  without  serious  injury,  but  the  horse  was  drowned. 

1862.    Janovy  IJ.    Meeting  at  the  Town  Hall,  convened  bjT  Mr.  Panonage 
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High  Bailff,  to  preient  an  address  of  condolence  to  her  Majesty  on  her  recent 
bereayement. 

1862.  January  8.  Death  of  the  Hon.  Admiral  Jones,  nncle  to  Lord  Banelagh, 
aged  7^!.  He  entered  the  navy  in  1790,  and  serred  in  efery  part  of  the  world  op 
to  the  peace  of  1814. 

1862.  January.  Glover's  Oxford  Mail  '*  the  last  of  the  coaches/'  was  this 
month  taken  off  the  road. 

1862.  January  13.  Bobbery  of  a  cash  box  containing  £80,  from  a  drawer  in 
the  bedro<An  of  Mr.  Lovack,  silTersmith,  Montpellier  Walk.  The  box  was  after- 
wards fonnd  in  a  shrubbery  at  Lansdovn,  but  the  money  was  never  recoYcred. 

IS  62.  January  17.  Dreadful  explosion  at  Hartley  Collery.  220  men  and 
lads  were  killed,  ind  108  widows,  207  children,  and  47  others  depriyed  of  their 
husbands,  fathers  or  protectors.  A  8ubscription  list  was  opened  in  Cheltenham, 
and  £534  subscribed,  of  which  sum  £209  was  collected  by  Mr.  John  Russell. 

1862.  January.  The  public  gas  lamps  extended  from  Cheltenham  to 
Leckhampton ;  the  event  was  celebrated  by  a  public  dinner  of  the  inhabitants  on 
the  night  it  was  first  illuminated.  The  rector  of  Leckhampton,  the  Eey.  C.B. 
Trye,  presided,  and  upwards  of  400  parishioners  were  present. 

1862.  February  3.  Sudden  death  of  Dr.  G.  Lamb  at  his  residence,  16, 
Suffolk-tquare,  aged  76.  He  was  formerly  Physician  General  to  the  Bengal 
Army,  and  since  his  residence  in  Cheltenham,  had  been  a  liberal  contributor  to 
every  call  of  public  or  priTste  charity.  Dr.  Lamb  was  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian congregation,  and  had  partaken  of  the  sacrament  at  the  hands  of  Dr.  Stei^ 
on  the  day  preceding  his  death  :  at  which  time  he  appeared  in  his  usual  health. 

1862.  February  5.  Adioumed  meeting  of  proprietors  of  Cheltenhaai 
College.  The  meeting  resolved  to  do  away  with  the  present  government  by  a 
Board  of  Directors,  and  to  .vest  the  future  managemeot  of  the  College  in  a 
"  Council "  consisting  of  a  visitor,  10  life  members,  and  12jproprietary  members. 

1862.  Febmaij  8.  Consecration  of  St. ,  Mark's  Church.  The  church 
accommodates  517  persons,  267  of  the  sittings  beins  free.  The  district  extends 
over  2,000  acres.  The  Incumbent,  the  Bev.  G.  P.  Griffiths,  contributed  the 
munificent  sum  of  £500  towards  the  building,  and  a  like  sum  towards  the 
endowment  fund.  Mr.  Griffiths  has  also  erected  a  handsome  Parsonage  House, 
and  a  residence  for  the  curate  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  church. 

1862.  February  11 .  Farewell  tea  meeting  to  the  Bev.  Dr.  Steel  at  the 
Presbyterian  Church  on  his  departure  to  the  pastorate  of  a  church  in  New  South 
Wales. 

1862.  February.  Accounts  received  from  India  of  the  presentation  of  the 
Victoria  Cross  to  Lieut.-Col.  Browne,  of  the  2nd  Punjaab  Cavalry,  an  officer 
well-known  in  Cheltenham. 

1862.  March  22.  First  election  of  Commissioners  for  the  district  of  Charlton 
Kings.  The^  successful  candidates  were  Sir  Wm.  Bussell,  Bart.,  and  Messrs.  J. 
Freeman,  W.  Hawkes,  C.  C.  Higgs,  S.  H.  Gael,  H.  J.  Humphris,  W.  Jordon,  C. 
Burgess,  W.Turk,  J.  Bogers,  J.  Villar,  and  N.  Hartland,  Esq. 

1862.  March.  Betnm  of  an  old  resident.  Dr.  Murley,  a  physician  formerly  in 
extensive  practice  here, '-and  now  retired  and  devoting  his  time  and  energies  to 
the  education  of  the  blind — has  again  taken  up  his  residence  in  Cheltenham. 
Mr.  Murley  and  another  of  our  old  inhabitants,  Mr.  Gyde,  are  stated  to  be  the 
only  two  survivors  of  the  committee  of  the  first  Bible  Society  established  in 
Cheltenham  during  the  Incumbency  of  the  Bev.  C.  Jervis  in  1821.  To  show 
how  "  great  events  from  little  causes  spring,"  it  may  be  interesting  to  mention 
that  this  **  Auxiliary  *'  society  which  Mr.  Gyde  and  Mr.  Murley  assisted  to  found 
but  80  years  ago,  has  now  grown  into  proportions  which  none  of  the  originators 
perhaps  ever  contemplated.    The  Cheltenham  Aoxiliary  Bible  Society  has  now 
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"Sipacioasdepdtat  No.  4,  Clarence-itreet ;  and  the  Depositary.  Sir.  W.  Wttehell, 
informs  us  that  at  this  establishment  alone,  the  sale  of  bibles  and  portions  during 
the  past  S  years  has  averaged  nearly  4000  copies  per  annum,  while  for  the  year 
1862,  the  sale  was  4,950  copies. 

1862.  March.  Dr.  Eyes,  senior  physician  to  the  Cheltenham  Hospital, 
resigned  his  appointment,  after  a  professional  connection  with  the  institution  of 
SO  years  duration.  The  Board  received  the  announcement  of  his  resignalion 
with  deep  regret,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  he  would  accept  the  office  of  consult- 
ing surgeon.  ^ 

1862.  March.  In  the  first  report  of  the  Cheltenham  Ophthalmic  Infirmary  it 
was  stated  that  since  the  end  of  October  last  200  patients  had  been  under  treat- 
ment, and  that  two  operations  for  cataract  had  been  suocessfuUy  perforjned  ;  the 
patients,  one  aged  77  and  the  other  66  having  left  the  hospital  restored  to  sight. 

1862.  March.  Longevity  in  Cheltenham.  During  the  past  month  an  unusual 
Jinmber  of  aged  persons  have  died  in  Cheltenham,  no  less  than  thirteen  having 
been  interred  in  our  parish  cemetery  above  70  years  of  age.  Of  this  number, 
eleven  had  passed  their  75th  year,  seven  had  exceeded  80,  four  had  passed  85, 
one  had  reached  99,  and  one  died  at  103.  Their  united  ages  makes  a  total  of 
1071  years,  or  an  average  of  82  years  to  each  person.  These  statistics  are 
such  as  few  towns  in  England  of  similar  size  to  Chelteaham  can  boast  .«- 
"  Examiner,"  April  2. 

1862.  April  9.  Terrible  accident  at  Thack well's  brickyard.  A  man  named 
Charles  Lnker  got  his  arm  in  the  machine,  and,  attracted  by  his  screams,  another, 
man,  named  CoUey  rushed  to  the  spot,  and,  in  his  endeavours  to  save  his  companion, 
liad  the  fingers  of  one  hand  crushed,  and  the  fingers  of  the  other  cut  oflf,  and 
dragged  completely  from  the  hand.  Mrs.  Thackwell,  who  happened  to  be  near, 
with  great  presence  of  mind  applied  the  bresrii,  and  so,  no  doubt,  saved  the  poor 
fellow^ Irom  still  more  serious  injuries.  The  "Examiner"  having  suggested  a 
anbscription  for  the  man  Colle^,  Mr.  Knssell  opened  a  book  for  this  purpose, 
and  a  sum  of  £22  was  thus  obtained  for  his  benefit. 

1862.  April.  The  new  Council  of  Cheltenham  College  advertised  for  a 
Principal— the  emoluments  being  stated  at  £1,600  a-year. 

1862.  April  26.  At  the  College  Athletic  sports,  a  serious  accident  occurred 
to  one  of  the  pupils,  Mr.  Laurence  Oarnett.  He  was  vaulting  with  the  pole,  and 
had  already  topped  a  height  of  7ft'  Hiu.  when,  on  the  next  rise,  his  pole  broke 
ehort  off,  and,  falling  on  his  back,  he  sustained  so  severe  an  injury  to  the  spine 
that,  for  some  time  his  life  was  despaired  of. 

1862.  May  13.  Sudden  death  of  Sir  Joseph  liceds,  at  his  residence, 
4,  Segrave  Place,  PittviUe.  Sir  Joseph  retired  to  rest  in  his  usual  health,  but, 
on  Lady  Leeds  awaking  in  the  morning,  she  found  her  husband  lying  by  her 
tide  a  corpse. 

1862.  May  18.  The  Yeomanry,  to  the  number  of  360,  attended  divine 
service  at  the  Parish  Church.  Among  the  officers  present  were  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort  (accompanied  by  the  Duchess),  Sir  W.  Codrington,  M.P.,  Barwick 
-Baker,  Esq.  (accompanied  by  his  lady),  Capt.  Baker,  Hus^h  Owen,  E^sq ,  and 
aeverid  others.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  service,  the  men  formed  in  the  church- 
yard, and  theuoe,  with  the  Duke  and  Duchess  at  their  head,  marched  to  the 
•Plough  Hotel,  to  the  music  of  the  bnnd. 

1862.  May  24.  Election  of  the  Rev.  A.  Barry,  M.A.,  Head  Master  of  the 
Leeds  Grammar  School,  to  the  Principalship  of  Cheltenham  College. 

1862.    May  31.    Grand  fete  champetre  at  Mrs.  Craven's,  Brockworth  Park. 

1862.  June.  Proposal  for  a  new  Church  for  Charlton  Kings,  It  was  stated 
that  C.  C.  Higgs,  Esq  ,  had  offered  a  site  at  the  junction  of  the  upper  and  lower 
Xondon  roads,  and  ako  a  donation  of  £1,000  towards  the  building. 
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1802.  Jone  31.  Death  of  Mr.  Walter  Jessop,  Surgeon,  at  his  reiidenoe 
4,  Boyal  Crescent.  Mr.  Jessop,  though  a  young  man,  had  attained  to  great 
eminence  in  his  profession.  He  had  a  large  and  rapidly  increasing  practice,  and 
his  premature  death,  after  hut  a  few  days*  illness,  created  a  yery  painful  seniatioa 
throuiirhout  the  town. 

1862.  June  29.  Opening  of  Earl  Ellenborough*s  restored  Norman  chapel 
at  Sontham. 

1862.  July  8.  Death  of  Lad?  Ellen  Eitzallen  Howard,  step-danghter  of  the 
late  Craven  F.  Berkeley,  M.F.  The  deceased  lady's  name  obtained  a  considerable 
prominency  some  years  ago,  while  Miss  Augusta  Talbot,  in  connexion  with  her 
alleged  detention  in  a  nunnery  against  her  wishes. 

1862.  July  9.  Town  Commissioners  unanimously  selected  the  design  of  Mr. 
Knight,  architect,  of  this  town,  for  the  buildings  at  the  new  Cemetery.  There 
Were  upwards  of  twenty  competitors. 

1862.  July  15.  J.  Davies,  Esq.,  Surgeon -Major,  H.P.,  elected  to  the  Surgeoncy 
of  the  Cheltenham  Eye  Infirmary,  in  the  room  of  the  late  Walter  Jessop,  Esq. 

1862.  July  21.  Extroardinary  accident  to  Cheltenham  Yolnnteers.  The 
Battalion  was  exercising  in  a  field  n«ar  Clarence  Square,  when  some  horses,  cou- 
ilned  in  a  shed  in  their  rear,  suddenly  broke  loose,  and,  rushing  through  the 
rankn,  knocked  down  and  severely  injured  several  of  the  men. 

1862.  July  22.  Public  opening  of  the  new  rifle  range  at  the  Seven 
Springs. 

^  1862.  July  23.  Mr.  G.  Rowe.  formerly  of  Cheltenham,  awarded  a  medal  at 
the  Great  Exhibition  for  his  **  faithful  and  beautiful  delineations  of  the  countiy; 
workings,  and  other  relations  of  the  Australian  gold  fields.**  Mr.  Bowe  was  the 
only  artist  to  whom  a  medal  was  awarded  at  this  Exhibition. 

1862.  July  28.  Third  annual  inspection  of  the  Cheltenham  Battidion  of 
Volunteers,  at  Cbarlton  Kings.    The  number  attending  was  225  of  all  ranks. 

1862.  July  SO.  Authorization  in  the  London  OazetU  to  Sir  John  Maxwell 
Steele,  Bart.,  J.P.  for  this  county,  to  take  and  use  the  surname  of  Graves  in 
addition  to  that  of  Steele. 

1862.  July.  Order  in  Council  erecting  the  district  of  St.  Mark's,  Cheltenliam, 
into  a  separate  ecclesiastical  district,  and  authorizingt^eoelebratiou  of  marriages^ 
ohnrchings,  and  baptisms  in  the  new  church. 

1862.  August  11.  Obituary.  We  record  this  week,  with  deep  regret,  the 
death  of  Mrs.  G.  £.  Williams,  of  6,  Royal  Crescent.  The  deceased  lady  had 
been  ailing  for  some  months  past,  and  we  believe  her  death,  which  took  place  on 
Monday  evening,  arose  from  a  general  break-up  of  the  system,  rather  than  from 
any  specific  malady.  To  Mr.  Williams  himself,  in  the  shattered  state  of  his  own 
health,  the  loss  of  his  devoted  and  affectionate  partner  roust  be  an  irreparable 
calamity ;  and  in  recording  the  event  we  will  only  add  that  the  warm  sympathies 
of  the  public,  by  whom  he  is  so  well  known  and  respected,  will  be  cordiidly 
extended  to  hiuQ  in  this  his  sad  bereavement.-—"  Examiner,'*  August  13. 

1862.  August.  An  anonymous  donor,  under  the  signature  of  W.  S.,  paid 
throBgh  Mr.  T.  B.  Gh)ddard,  Manager  of  the  Gloucestershire  Bank,  the  sum  of 
£150  to  the  credit  of  the  Cheltenham  Hospital. 

1862.  Angn&t  26.  Excursion  of  the  children  of  the  Baker-street  schools  and 
their  friends,  to  the  number  of  600,  to  Tortworth  Park,  the  seat  of  Earl  Dncie, 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county. 

1862.  September.  From  Wednesday  morning,  the  27th  of  August,  to 
Tuesday  evening,  the  2nd  of  September — seven  days ->  Mr.  Bennett,  the  Registrar 
for  the  Parish  of  Cheltenham,  was  only  called  upon  to  make  an  entij  of  one 
death  out  of  a  population  of  40,000  souls ! 

1862.    September  5.    Sir  Wm.  RusmU,  Bart.,  of  the  14th  Dragoon  Guards,. 
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was  the  reviewing  oflScer  of  the  Northamberlaad  and  Newcastle  leomamy 
Cavalry  at  their  annual  inspection  this  day. 

1862.  Septemher  7.  Mrs.  Vaile,  wife  of  Mr.  Vaile,  No.  2,  Hidland-terract, 
seized  with  a  fit  during  Divine  service,  at  St.  Mark's  Church,  and  died  shortly 
idfter  heing  removed  home. 

1862.  Septemher  8.  Earl  BUenhorough.  Our  neighbour,  the  noble  Lord  of 
Southam,  completed  his  72nd  year  on  Monday  last,  having  been  born  September 
8^  1790.  We  are  pleased  to  say  that  we  see  the  respected  Peer  pass  through  our 
town  daily,    fle  appears  in  excelleut  health. — **  Examiner,"  Sept.  10. 

1862.  September.  News  received  of  the  arrival  at  Sydoey,  on  the  26th  of 
June,  of  Dr.  Steel,  late  minister  of  the  Chelienham  Presbyterian  Church.  The 
Ber.  gentleman  was  indacted  to  the  pastoral  charge  of  Macquarie  Street  Free 
Churdi,  Sydney,  on  the  17th  July,  and- on  the  following  day  met  his  frieuds  at  a 
tea  party,  at  which  600  were  present,  incladiug  sixteen  ministers  of  various 
denominations. 

1862.  September  17.  The  "  Examiner"  of  this  dat«  says :— '*  Of  the  twelve 
adult  deaths  occurring  in  this  town,  as  recorded  in  our  obituary  to-day,  eight 
occurred  between  the  ages  of  66  and  82,  giving  au  average  duration  of  life  of 
exactly  77  years!  The  fact  speaks  well  for  the  proverbial  healthiness  of 
Cheltenham  and  its  neighbourhood. 

1862.  September  22.  Curious  phenomena  at  the  **  Examiner"  Office.  A  letter 
file  heing  hung  casuidly  on  a  nail  m  the  printing  office  it  commenced  a  regular 
pendulum  movement,  which  has  continued  night  and  day  up  to  the  present  time 
(February,  1863).  Numbers  of  persons  have  visited  the  office  to  witness  the 
phenomenon,  and  among  them  many  scientific  men  ;  but  no  satisfactory  solution 
nas  ever  been  arrived  at.  If  the  file  is  removed  and  as^ain  re-hung,  and  placed 
quite  still,  it  immediately  commences  its  vibratory  movement,  and  in  a  few 
minntes  is  again  in  full  swing.  The  movement  is  perfectly  steady  and  regular^ 
and  the  beats  as  near  as  possible  sixty  to  the  minute. 

1862.  September  28.  Collections  at  Christ  Church  this  day  in  aid  of  the 
Distressed  Operatives  in  the  Cotton  Districts  amounted  to  the  large  sum  of  £245, 
l%is  collection,  large  as  it  is,  is  not  so  large  as  that  once  contributed  by  a 
Cheltenham  congregation,  for  >i  correspondent  of  the  **  Examiner"  instances  the 
fact  that  in  St.  James's  Church,  on  the  14th  February,  184*7,  the  collection  in 
aid  of  the  starving  Irish  amounted  to  £320  9s.  32d„  after  one  sermon  by  tlie 
Kev.  F.  D.  Gilby. 

1862.  September.  Serious  illness  of  Mr.  Dangerfield,  Borough  Surveyor, 
Tlie  nature  of  the  illness  was  such  as  to  require  a  total  cessation  from  all  business 
engagements;  and  Mr.  Dangerfield  having  sent  in  his  resignation,  the 
Commissioners  elected  Mr.  D.  J.  Hi^mphris  to  fill  the  vacancy,  on  the 
nnderstandittg  that  should  Mr.  Dangerfield  recover  within  a  reasonable  time> 
the  office  would  again  be  declared  vacant  with  a  view  to  his  re-election.  Public 
sympathy  was  very  largely  manifested  for  the  affliction  which  had  befallen  Mr. 
Dangerfield  and  his  family :  his  character  being  such  as  to  win  the  general 
esteem  of  his  fellow* townsmen. 

1862.  October  19.  A  severe  storm  of  wind  in  Cheltenham,  blowing  down 
two  of  the  large  elms  in  the  Old  Wells,  and  inflicting  considerable  damage  in 
other  parts  of  the  town.  While  the  storm  was  at  its  height,  four  wild  swans 
were  observed  to  settle  on  the  grounds  of  J.  T.  Stewart,  Esq.,  Full  wood  Park ; 
one  of  them  was  secured,  but  the  others  succeeded  in  making  their  escape. 

1862.    October  20.    Death  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Sherborne,  aged  83. 

1862.  October  21.  Death  of  Mr.  John  Bubb,  solicitor,  of  this  town,  aged 
66.  Mr.  Bubb  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  and  through  a 
long  professional  and  public  life  had  secured  in  a  remarkable  manner  the 
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coaildeuce  of  his  clients,  the  respect  of  the  public,  and  the  warm  attachment  of 
his  family  and  friends. 

1862.  October  21.  Sale  of  the  Manor  of  ChelteDhan,  at  the  Auction  Hart, 
London.  The  *^  Examiner**  says  . — "  The  Manor,  with  the  whole  of  the  rights 
and  property  appert^ning  to  it,  was  first  put  op  in  one  lot,  bnt  met  with  no  offw. 
liot  1,  comprising  the  Manor, '  with  all  royalties,  courts  leet,  courts  baron,  rents, 
heriots,  fines,  and  other  rights  and  other  privileges  thereto  belonging,'  togeth^ 
with  the  steward's  fees  and  the  manor  office  was  then  offered,  but  was  *  not  sold' 
at  £23,000,  beyond  which  there  waa  no  advance.  Lot  2,  the  market,  &c.,  was 
also  *  not  sold'  at  £4000.  Lot  3,  a  portion  of  Charlton  common,  was  knocked 
down  to  Sir  WilUam  Russell  for  £1,500.  Lot  4,  No  6,  Berkeley  Place,  was 
purchased  for  £1000.  Lot  5,  148,  High  Street,  was  bought  for  the  present 
tenant,  Mr.  Sims,  bv  Mr.  Downing,  at  £1,800 ;  and  lot  6,  coach-houses,  stables, 
&c.,  in  Witcumb  Place,  was  sold  for  £100.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  only  £4<,400 
worth  of  the  property  has  been  sold,  the  major  portion  of  it  still  remaining  in 
the  hands  of  the  present  owners." 

1862.  October  25.  Volunteer  meeting  at  the  Assembly  Rooms  for  the 
presentation  of  four  silver  cups,  given  by  Lady  Charlotte  Schreiber,  to  the 
successful  competitors  among  the  Cheltenham  Battalion.  It  was  stated  in  the 
**  Examiner"  of  the  29th  that  a  cadet  corps  had  been  formed  among  the  pupils  of 
Cheltenham  College,  with  a  muster  roll  to  commence  with  of  100  members. 

1862.  November  4.  Sale  by  JBngall  and  Sanders  of  the  business  premises  of 
Messrs.  Malvern,  brush  makers,  High  Street.  Mr.  W.  E.  George  was  the 
purchaser  at  the  very  high  price  of  £2,210. 

1862.  November.  Manor  of  Cheltenham.  We  hear  from  good  authority 
that  the  Manor  has  been  at  length  sold  by  private  treaty.  Several  parties  are 
stated  to  have  been  in  negotiation  with  the  vendors ;  and  the  rumour  is  that  ue 
actual  purchaser  is  Mr.  Robert  Sole  Lingwood,  and  that  the  price  given  is 
£33,000.— "ExRminer,"  November  12 

1862.    November  15.     Death  of  T.  Williams,  Esq.,  solicitor,  aged  62. 

1862.  November  21.  Presentation  of  a  handsome  silver  vase  to  Captain 
Lredell,  to  commemorate  his  services  as  one  of  the  founders,  and  for  twenty-two 
years  a  director,  of  Cheltenham  College.  *'  The  number  of  pupils  on  Captain 
Iredeirs  retirement  was  614." 

1862.  November  27.  Wedding  festivities  at  Charlton  Kings  on  the  marriage 
of  Captain  Sjb.  Clair  Ford  with  Miss  Ellen  Jane  Potter,  of  East  Court. 

1862.  December  5.  The  new  Lord  of  the  Manor,  Mr.  Lingwood,  wrote  to 
the  Commissioners  offering  to  sell  to  the  town  the  Market  Arcade,  the  Mark^ 
Honse,  and  tolls,  for  the  sum  of  £10,000,  the  amount  to  be  levied  by  a  small  rate 
extending  over  a  period  of  thirty  years.    The  offer  was  referred  to  a  committee. 

1862.  December  14.  Alarm  of  fire  at  the  Assembly  Rooms.  The  fire 
occurred  through  the  ignition  of  a  beam  running  into  one  of  the  chimnies ;  it 
was  extinguished  with  only  slight  damage.     ^ 

1862.  December  14.  Fatal  accident  to  Mr.  Stewart  Thompson  while  out 
with  the  Cotswold  hounds.  The  horse  fell  and  threw  his  rider,  inflicting,  at  the 
same  time,  a  kick  on  the  back  part  of  the  head,  which  fractured  the  base  of  his 
ikuU. 

1862.  December  15.  Death  of  the  Rev.  J.  Smith,  for  many  years  minister  of 
Cambray  Chapel. 

1862.  December  16.  Enquiry  by  Mr.  Ranger,  by  order  of  the  Home  Office, 
into  the  question  of  the  proposed  removal  of  a  fly  stand  to  Imperial  Circus.  Mr. 
Rangei;  reported  in  favour  of  the  removal. 

1862.  December  16.  Performance  at  the  Old  Wells  by  the  gentlemen 
amateurs,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Lancashire  operatives. 
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1862.  December  17.  AdTertisement  in  the  "  Examiner  "  of  the  formation  of 
a  junior  department  in  connection  with  Cheltenham  College. 

1862.  Peoember  17.  Annoancement  of  an  intended  marriage  between  the 
Conntess  of  Gailford,  widow  of  the  late  earl,  ^d  Lettsom  Elliott,  Esq.,  formerly 
of  Cheltenham. 

1862.  December.  The  Bev.  Cannon  Boyd  offered  a  stall  in  Dorham  Cathedral 
Taloe  £1,200  per  annum,  which  offer  was  subsequently  declined. 

1862.  December.  Mr.  E.  Alley ne,  late  a  pupil  at  the  Grammar  School,  after 
taking  first  honours  at  Woolwich  received  his  commission  as  Lieutenant  in  the 
BoyalEngineers. 

1862.  December  17.  The  pupils  of  the  Grammar  School  presented  a  silfar 
ink-stand  to  Moos.  Tiessett,  their  French  master  on  his  departure  for  Germany. 

1862.  December.  Mr.  G.  H.  Williams  appointed  distributor  ot  stamps  for 
Cheltenham  in  the  room  of  his  father,  the  late  1 .  Williams,  Esq.,  solicitor. 

1862.  December^lO.  Marriage  at  St.  Luke's  Church  between  S.  H.  Barton, 
Esq.,  and  Miss  Erobisher,  daughter  of  Major  Erobisher,  J.?.,  D.L. 

1862.  December  28.  The  Cheltenham  Battalion  of  Volunteers  attended, 
•divine  service  at  the  College  Chapel.  The  sermon  was  preached  by  the  B«v.  T. 
P.  Boultbee. 

1862.  December.  Cambridge  Law  Tripo. — M^.  Erancillion,  of;  Trinity  Hall 
and  sonof  J.  Erancillon,  Esq.,  our  respected  County  Court  Judge,  is  the  first- 
olass  man  in  the' Cambridge  Law  Tripo,  1862. 

1862.  December.  Munificence  of  the  Queen. — A  lady  residing  at  Fittville 
has  received  a  second  donation  of  £5  from  Her  Mtgesty  the  Queen,  for  an  old 
man  of  107  years  of  age,  named  William  Purser,  a  native  of  B>edmarley,  but  now 
living  in  this  town. 

1863.  January  1.  Married,  at  Hove  Church,  Brighton,  Sir  W.  Russell,  Bart.. 
M.P.,  of  Chariton  Park,  to  Margaret,  only  child  of  the  late  R.  Wilson,  Esq., 
The  '*  Examiner"  of  a  few  weeks  previous,  in  noticing  Sir  William's  approaching 
nuptials,  says — "  Miss  Wilson,  of  Dundivon,  in  the  county  of  Lanark  was  with 
her  mother  on  a  visit  at  The  Hearn,  Charlton  Kings,  some  time  ago ;  and  it  is 
probable  thence  her  acquaintance  with  Sir  William  dates  its  commencement. 
She  is  described  by  those  who  know  her  as  being  young  and  exceedingly  hand- 
some, and  possessing,  in  her  own  right,  a  fortune  of  from  £100,000  to  £150,000.'* 
Sir  WiUiaro  and  his  lady  arrived  at  Charlton  Park  from  their  wedding  tour  on 
Saturday,  January  31st. 

1863.  January.  Opening  of  classes  in  physiology  and  natural  philosophy  at 
the  Grammar  School.  The  " Examiner'*  states — "It  may  be  remembered  that 
an  nninterrupted  series  of  successes  on  the  part  of  its  late  pupils,  in  various  prac- 
tical branches  connected  with  such  studies,  has  marked  the  last  few  years. 
Betides  the  distinctions  of  scholarships,  tripos,  and  the  Woolwich  cadets'  list,  or 
that  of  Royal  Engineer  commissions,  its  alumtU  have  found  their  way  into  various 
positions  of  eminence  by  their  scientific  attainments ;  they  have  assisted  in 
piercing  the  valley  of  the  Ganges  by  a  railway,  and  in  planning  the  machinery 
of  our  mightiest  mgat«s.  Of  such  openings,  youths  of  good  birth  and  gentle 
manners  are  shewn  to  be  every  day  eager  to  avail  themselves  ;  and  we  are  glad 
to  find  the  oldest  among  the  schooL»  of  Cheltenham  thus  forward  in  all  needful 
modern  appliances  to  facilitate  their  aspirations."  We  subjoin,  to  show  the 
anccess  -of  this  institution,  a  copy  of  the  University  Honour  List'-Townsend 
Exhibition  at  Pembroke  College  Oxford,  1863,  Henry  M.  Eryer;  Bible 
Clerkship  at  St.  John's  College.  Oxford,  1865,  William  Esson ;  Open  Scholarship 
at  Cornus  Christi  College,  Oxford,  1866,  Francis  Bedwell ;  First  Class  in  Classioa 
at  Moderations  and  Second  Class  in  Mathematics,  1866,  Henry  M.  Fryer ;  First 
Class  in  Mathematics  and  Second  Class  in  Classics  at  Moderations  at  Oxford,  1856, 
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William  Essod  ;  Janior  TTniyersity  Mathematical  Scholarship  at  Oxford,  April, 
1857,  William  Esson ;  Townsead  Exhibition  at  Pembroke  College.  Oxford,  1867, 
John  Whit  well ;  Second  Class  in  Classical  Moderations  at  O^ord,  Jane  186^ 
Ihincts  Bedwell ;  Licentiate's  Diploma,  with  First  Class  Uonoars  in  Theory  ud 
Practice  of  Education  aod  in  Divinity,  and  Second  Class  in  Classics  and  Hi^orf, 
at  the  Royal  College  of  Preceptors,  Jnne  1868,  Thomas  Roberts ;  Second  Class 
in  Classical  Moderations  at  Oxford,  1859,  John  M.  Whitwell ;  Jnaior  Optima, 
Cambridge,  1859,  C.  7.  Oardner ;  Senior  Mathematical  Scholarship  and  Fellow  of 
Merton  Collet^e,  Oxford,  1860,  William  Esson ;  Seoond  Class  in  final  examinatimi 
in  Law  and  Modern  History,  Oxford,  1860,  Francis  Bedwell ;  Ttmnsend  Scholar, 
Pembroke  College,  Oxford,  1861,  Henry  Swann  ;  Demy  in  Natural  Philosophy^ 
Magdalen  College,  Oxford,  1861,  W.  H.  Corfield;  Fourth  in  First  Class  of 
Classical  Tripos,  University  of  London,  1861,  T.  Rxjberts;  Scholarship  of  £100 
at  the  University  of  Melbourne,  1861,  C.  Broraby ;  Exhibition  of  £40  jier 
amram  at  Jesus  College,  Oxford,  1862,  A.  M.  Lewis ;  Kfliibition  of  jg70  per 
annum  at  Magdalen  College,  Oxford,  1862,  W.  H.  Corfield ;  Second  Class  in 
Physical  Science  Tripos,  London  University,  July,  1862,  P.  Hurlestone;  fifth 
^ace  in  the  First  Claiss  at  the  Senior  Freshmen's  Examination,  Dublin,  October 
1862,  J.  Waterworth.  Military  and  other  Examinations — Addiscombe  Gentleman 
Cadet,  January,  1861,  aod  First  Term  Competitive  Examination,  third  place, 
with  Prize  in  Chemistry,  June,  1861,  E.  J.  AUeyne;  Passed  for  Indian  Civil 
Service,  1862,  Thomas  Roberts ;  Commission  in  the  Royal  Engineers,  with  the 
ninth  place  in  order  of  seniority,  December,  1862,  E.  J.  Alley ne. 

1863.  January  6.  At  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  this  day,  Mr.  Pnmell 
resigned  the  office  of  chairman  to  the  magistrates,  which  he  had  held  for  many 
years.  Mr.  Curtis  Hay  ward,  chairman  of  the  Seoond  Court,  was  unanimous^ 
elected  to  the  vacant  office.  The  magistrates  joined  in  a  request  to  Mr.  PoraeU 
that  he  would  allow  his  portrait  to  be  painted,  to  be  bung  in  the  grand  jury  room 
as  a  memento  of  his  brother  magistrates'  appreciation  ot  his  services. 

1863.  January  7*  A  number  of  newspapers  and  letters  received  at  tiia 
"  Examiner^  office,  from  Dr.  Richardson .  formerly  of  Cheltenham,  and  now  of 
Otago,  Kew  Zealand,  marked  by  the  post  office  authorities  as  **  saved  from  tie 
wreck  of  the  Colombo.** 

1863.  January  IS.  Grand  amateur  eoneert  at  the  Assembly  Roouh.  voder 
the  patronage  of  Sir  A.  and  Lady  Ramsay.  It  was  one  of  the  most  brilHant  and 
successful  entertainments  that  have  taken  place  in  Cheltenham  for  many  years. 
After  paying  expenses,  there  was  a  balance  of  nearly  £200  towards  the  Lancashire 
Belief  Fund. 

1863.  January  14.  Receipt  of  the  following  donations  to  the  Cheltenham 
Hospital  acknowledged  in  the  **  Examiner'' : — ^Thomas  Champion,  Esq  ,  £52  10; 
Miss  Sowden,  £10  10;  Hon.  Mrs.  Mann8ell,£8l  10;  Mrs.  Armytage,£lO;  Mrs. 
Flanagan,  £10 ;  W.  S.,  per  T.  B.  Goddard,  Esq.,  £150 ;  a  Lady,  per  Capt.  Iredell,. 
£10;  Rev.  Harry  Wright,  £10  10;  Miss  Laneaster,  £21;  Miss  M.  A.  Lab- 
euter,  £21 ;  Miss  M.  T.  Lancaster,  £21 ;  Mi's.  Clotterbuck,  £10;  total,  £356. 

1863.  January  17.  Death  of  Mr.  Daniel  Alder,  aged  66.  The  **  Examiner,* 
In  speaking  of  the  event,  says :  *'  Our  obituary  this  week  records  the  death  of  out 
of  the  oldest  tradesmen  in  Cheltenham,  and  one  who,  during  a  business  life  of 
many  years'  duration,  earned  a  respected  name.  The  last  two  years  of  Mr.  AldeiV 
Ufe  were  marked  by  painful  vicissitudes  of  fortune.  In  1861,  at  one  blow,  his 
wife  was  taken  from  him  by  death,  and  the  firm  of  which  he  was  a  member 
became  bankrupt ;  and  these  heavy  afflictions  laid  himself  on  a  bed  of  sidEaess. 
Since  that  time  he  has  never  again  appeared  amongst  his  fellow-townsmen,  b«t 
has  lingered  tm  in  a  siek  room,  to  experience  many  months  of  painfol  ilfaMMb 
:His  sufferings  have  been  patiently  borne,  although  he  has  long  looMd  forward  U> 
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the  melancholy  erent  which  eonld  alone  release  him  from  hit  afflictions.  We 
regret  that  his  last  moments  were  not  soothed  by  happier  and  more  prosperoni 
cironmftances.'* 

1863.  January  19.  Resignation  of  Dr.  Gihney,  senior  physician  of  Chelt- 
enh«m  Hospital,  and  for  upwards  of  forty  years  connected  with  the  medical  staff 
of  that  Institntion.  A  testimonial,  subscribed  for  him  on  his  retirement,  reached 
in  the  coarse  of  a  few  weeks,  to  upwards  of  £700, 

1863.  January  19.  Presentation  of  colours  to  the  IBth  Company  Cheltenham 
Volunteers.  The  presentation  took  place  at  the  Town  Hall,  by  the  lady  of  Col. 
Berkeley,  M.P„  in  the  presence  of  a  large  number  of  spectators. 

1868.  January  S2.  Meeting  to  consider  the  propriety  of  in-riting  the  Glouces- 
tershire Agricultural  Society  to  hold  its  meeting  in  Cheltenham  this  summer. 
After  some  discussion,  it  was  decided  to  delay  the  invitation  until  next  year. 

1863.  January  22.  Death  of  Dr.  Holmes,  after  a  short  illness.  The  event 
was  hastened  by  the  deceased  accidentally  drinking  a  mixture  of  potassia  and 
waiter,  in  mittake  for  pure  water. 

1863.  January  24r.  Bazaar  opened  at  the  Assembly  Rooms,  in  aid  of  the 
funds  for  repewing  St.  Panics  Church: 

1863.  Jannary.  Death  of  an  old  lady  in  London,  the  owner  of  two  booses, 
Noe.  1  and  2,  Brunswick  Terrace,  near  the  College.  The  houses  had  remained 
unoccupied  for  many  years,  the  lady  refusing  to  let  them,  except  at  an  enormon 
rent,  coupled  with  very  stringent  restrictions.  On  the  old  lady's  death  it  wat 
found  that  she  had  died  intestate,  and,  being  illegitimate,  her  personal  property 
reverted  to  the  crown,  and  her  real  estate  in  Cheltenham  reverted  to  the  Lord  of 
the  Manor.  The  two  houses,  estimated  in  value  at  from  £4,000  to  £6,000,  will 
thus  revert  to  Mr.  Gardner's  trustees'— ail  vested  interests  of  this  kind  being 
specially  reserved  to  them  at  the  late  sale  of  the  Manor. 

1863.  Jannary  29.  Death  of  Mr.  T.  Simmond^,  brewer,  one  of  the  oldest 
tradesmen  of  the  town,  and  for  some  years  churchwarden  of  St.  Peter's  distrioty. 
•aged  72. 

1863.  January.  Discovery  of  a  human  skeleton.  About  a  fortnight  siuee 
some  workmen  in  the  employ  «f  Mr.  Thomas  Perkins,  farmer,  of  Withington, 
were  engaged  in  excavating  ttone  for  use  upon  the  roads  when  they  came  upon 
several  old  Roman  coins,  some  of  them  being  upwards  of  an  ounce  in  weight. 
After  working  for  some  time  longer,  and  at  about  eighteen  inches  from  the  surface 
of  the  ground,  the  workmen  struck  upon  the  tkoU  of  a  human  skeleton,  which 
rolled  *Dwn  under  their  feet.  Proceeding  further,  they  came  to  the  remainder  of 
the  skeleton,  with  the  exception  of  a  portion  of  the  fingers,  which  appeared  t» 
have  been  eaten  or  decayed  away.  The  te«th  in  the  lower  jaw  of  the  skull  wen 
exceedingly  perfect,  but  a  portion  of  the  upper  jaw  and  some  of  ^  the  teeth  were 
missing.  The  diecovery  has  caused  a  goou  deal  of  speculation  in  the  district, 
and  various  surmises  have  been  hazarded.  The  coins  are  in  the  possession  of' 
Mr.  Hughes,  of  the  New  Inn,  Charlton  Kings,  who  will  show  them  to  anyone 
who  may  desire  to  see  them.—"  Exaiainer,"  January  23  [The  publication  of  the 
above  caused  many  of  our  local  savans  to  visit  Mr.  Hughes,  and  the  general  im- 
pression appears  to  be  that  the  skeleton  was  one  of  a  Roman  soldier  who  probably 
died  on  the  march,  and  that  the  coiiM  were  buried  with  the  body.  One  of  the 
eoius  bears  a  representation  of  the  altar  t>f  Janus,  and  its  date  is  supposed  to  be 
about  150  years  before  the  Christian  era.] 

1 863.  February.  The  Ch<dtenham  Rectory.  The  formal  induction  of  the 
Rev.  £.  Walker  to  the  Reetory  of  Chettenham  took  place  this  month.  The 
**  Examiner*^  of  January  28th  says :  **  We  stated,  some  twelve  months  ago,  that 
ike  Rectory  of  Cheltenham  had  been  purchased  of  the  late  lay  invproprietors, 
Mesars.  Newman  and  Gwinnett,  for  the  ram  of  £500,  with  the  intention  of  it  • 
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beiDg  vested  in  the  hands  of  Simeon's  Trnstees,  the  patrons  of  the  living.  The 
pnrchase  having  been  completed,  the  final  arrangements  have  been  earried  oot  m 
the  coarse  of  the  past  weelc— Mr.  Walker  having  formally  resigned  his  Perpetual 
Curacy  into  the  hands  of  the  Bishop,  and  having  also  been  formally  appointed 
by  the  patrons,  and  instituted  by  the  Bishop,  to  the  Rectory  of  Cheitenham. 
The  nsnal  form  of  "  reading  in"  will  have  to  be  gone  through  in  due  course  at 
the  Parish  Church,  and  the  transfer  will  then  l^  finally  completed.  By  these 
proceedinc^,  the  anomalous  state  of  things  which  has  existed  in  the  pariah  now 
for  some  six  hundred  years  will  be  at  last  put  an  end  to.  We  read  in  '*  Goding's 
History,"  now  about  being  published,  that  very  handsome  endowments  for  Uie 
maintenance  of  the  "  mother  church  of  Cheltenham'*  .have  existed  as  far  back  at 
the  ^axon  era ;  but  that  the  estates,  which  would  now  yield  a  very  large  income, 
have  been,  from  time  to  time,  alienated  to  secular  uses.  Ws  presume  there  are 
no  means  of  recovering  for  the  Rectory  these  alienated  revennes ;  but  that  the 
^'Rector"  in  future,  as  the  '*  Incumbent**  of  past  years,  will  have  to  ccmtent 
himself  with  his  ttipend  of  "forty  pounds  K-je&T"  with  the  addition  of  the 
church  "  fees**  and  the  voluntary  "  offerings'*  of  his  parishioners.** 

1863.  February  10.  Great  demonstration  of  Liberal  Electors  at  English'! 
Riding  School.  Nearly  1 0OO  voters  sat  down  to  dinner,  and  afterwards  speeches 
were  delivered  by  Col.  Berkeley,  M,P.,  Sir  Wm.  Russell,  M..P.,  Admiral  Crowdy, 
and  others. 

1863.  February.  Obituary. — In  our  obituary  to-day  we  regret  to  announce  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Eliza  Odella  Taylor,  widow  of  the  Rev.  James  Taylor,  for  so  many 
years  Incun^bent  of  Clifton,  which  took  place  on  Thursday  last,  at  St.  Alban*s 
House,  Cheltenham.  Mrs.  Taylor  was  the  daughter  of  the  famous  Irish  orator, 
the  Right  Hon.  Philpot  Curran,  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  she  possessed  no  small 
share  of  her  father's  wit  and  humour.  It  was  of  her  sister  (the  betrothed  of  the 
ill-fated  Emmett,  executed  lor  his  share  in  the  abortive  insurrection)  Moore  wrote 
the  touching  melody — 

*'  She  is  far  from  the  land,  where  her  young  hero  sleeps.** 

The  remains  of  this  gifted  lady  were  conveyed  from  Cheltenham  to  CUftoa 
jesterday  (Tuesday)  for  interment  in  the  Crypt,  there  to  rest  '*  with  the  smell  dT 
that  mould  which  nourishes  the  violets.'*  The  funeral  was  remarkable  only  for 
its  simplicity,  and  included  the  attendance  oj  George  Downing,  George  Simpson, 
and  Samuel  Harley  Bushell,  Esqrs.    "  Examiner,**  Feb.  1 1. 

1863.  February.  Good  Investment. — A  document  with  a  carious  history  was 
brought  to  our  office  this  week,  being  a  bond  dated  March  6 .  181 1,  under  which  the 
then  Improvement  Commissioners  borrowed  the  sum  of  J64O0  of  a  Mr.  fibeneser 
Bradshaw,  M.D.,  securing  to  him  in  return  an  annuity  of  £38  a-year,  during  the 
life  of  a  party  named  by  him.  Mr.  Bradshaw  being  evidently  a  far>seeing  man, 
aelected  as  his  nominee  a  healthy  lad  of  14  years  of  age,  and  at  once  insured  the 
lad*s  life  in  the  Equitable  Assurance  Office  for  the  amount  of  his  loan,  £400. 
The  premium  charged  by  the  Equitable  was  MS  per  annum  ;  so  that  Mr.  Brad- 
shaw got  a  clear  £30  a-year  by  the  transaction,  or  7i  per  cent,  on  his  £400,  with 
A  certainty  of  the  money  being  repaid  to  him  by  the  Insurance  Offiee  whenerer 
the  death  of  his  nominee  caused  the  cessation  of  the  annuity.  Nor  was  this  the 
whole  benefit  accruing  from  his  foresight.  The  lad  on  whoM  life  the  annuity 
was  granted  did  not  die  until  the  month  of  January,  1863,  so  thai  lir.  Bradshaw 
or  his  representatives  had  been  receiving  7i  per  cent,  on  the  bm  for  upwards  of 
half  a  century ;  and  on  sending  in  their  claim  on  the  Equitable  it  was  found  that 
4;hc  accruing  profits  had  swelled  the  original  £400  assured  up  to  the  very  hand- 
some sum  of  £1,684 ;  the  bonuses  from  1811  to  1849  being  £920,  and  from  1840 
to  1863  a  further  sum  of  £364.    It  is  not  often  a  man  has  the  good  fortune  to 
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inrett  his  money  at  7^  per  cent,  for  50  jears,  and  then  to  find  the  original  sum, 
M  in  this  caie,  more  than  quadrupled  in  amount.  The  five  Commissioners 
signing  the  original  deed,  in  1811,  were  Hugh  H.  Williams,  (Dissenting 
minister) ;  John  Bowles  Watson,  (Manager  of  the  Theatre) ;  Thomas  Minster,, 
(Surgeon);  William  Stone;  and  Richard  White.    "Examiner,"  i!'eb.  18.      , 

1863.  February  19.  The  Rectory  of  Cheltenham.  This  day.  the  Rct.  E. 
Walker,  went  through  the  formal  ceremony  of  Induction  to  the  Rectory  of 
Cheltenham.  The  new  Rector  was  met  at  the  Parsonage  House,  and  accompanied 
to  the  Church  by  a  number  of  his  parishioners ;  among  whom  were  the  follow- 
ing :— The  Rer.  W.  Hodgson,  (Incumbent  of  St.  Peter's),  Rev.  H.  Hayman, 
glead  Master  of  the  Grammar  School),  Re?.  W.  W.  Gedge;  Messrs.  R.  B. 
ndleston  and  D.  J.  Homphris,  (Churchwardens),  and  J.  Fisher  and  W.  Hasell, 
flate  Churchwardens);  W.  N.  Skillicome,  Esq,  (Chairman  of  the  Bench  of 
Magistrates),  W.  H.  Gwinuett,  Esq.,  (one  of  the  late  lay  rectors),  R.  S.  Ling- 
wood,  Esq.,  (Lord  of  the  Manor),  and  Mr.  Geo.  Parsonage,  (High  BailiflT) ;  G. 
W.  Welch,  E.  Armitage,  N.  Hartl«nd,  J.  B.  Winterbotham,  T.  G.  Palmer,  J. 
Fallon, Bay nham  Jones,  and  R.  S.  Jupp,  Esqrs. ;  Dr.  Wright  and  Dr.  Newman  ; 
and  Messrs.  A.  Shirer,  sen.,  A.  Paul,  J.  Williams,  0.  H.  Hale,  H.  Davies,  J. 
Goding,  W.  George,  R.  J.  Tanner,  W.  Boodle, R.  E.  Marshall,  Geo.  Hulbert,  and 
G.  Norman.  On  arriying  at  the  southern  entrance  to  the  church,  the  door  was 
found  closed ;  the  key  being  bunded  to  Mr.  Walker,  he  opened  the  door  and 
entered  with  the  churchwardens  and  the  attendant  clergymen.  Closing  and 
locking  the  door  behind  them,  the  Rector  then  advanced  to  the  bell  rope,  which 
had  been  purposely  lengthened  so  as  to  reach  the  floor ;  he  swung  the  bell  three 
or  four  times,  and  then  returning  to  the  southern  entrance,  re-opened  the  door 
and  allowed  the  parishioners  who  were  waiting  outside  to  enter.  The  procession 
then  advanced  to  the  chancel,  where  the  necessary  documents  were  read  and  sub- 
scribed to.  Mr.  Walker  then  addressed  the  assembly  congregated  within  the 
building,  and  expressed  a  hcpe  now  that  one  crooked  thing  in  the  history  of  the 
parish  had  been  put  straight,  o'^her  things  would  be  put  straight  also.  He  was 
not  without  hope  that  the  state  of  affairs  which  had  existed  in  the  parish  during 
the  past  two  or  three  years — the  congregation  worshipping  in  two  separate 
buildings — would,  with  God's  blessing,  be  put  an  end  to;  and  that,  ere  long,  steps 
would  be  taken  to  bring  the  whole  of  the  congregation  under  one  roof.  On 
Sunday,  the  22nd,  the  new  Rector  read  himself  in  ai  the  Parish  Church  during 
morning  service,  and  in  the  evening  made  the  nece.s8ary  statutory  declarations  of 
his  assent  and  adhesion  to  the  thirty-nine  articles  and  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer,  and  afterwards  preached  the  sermon  to  a  very  large  congregation.  In 
reference  to  the  Rector's  observations  respecting  the  bringing  of  the  two  con- 
gregations— one  worshipping  at  the  Parish  Church,  and  the  other  at  the 
Temporary  Church — under  oue  roof,  we  may  state  that  the  Rector  had  pre- 
viously foreshadowed  to  the  parishioners  who  met  him  at  the  Rectory,  before  the 
ceremony,  his  ideas  with  regard  to  the  enlargement,  restoration,  or  rebuilding  of 
the  Parish  Church;  and  after  eliciting  the  views  of  his  visitors  in  a  brief 
friendly  discussion,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  by  those  present,  and  whose 
names  are  above  given,  to  form  then.selves  into  a  provisional  committee,  with  a 
view  to  test  the  general  feeling  of  the  parishioners  as  to  the  possibility  and 
desirability  of  carrying  this  object  into  effect. 

February  19.  Death  of  Lord  iSudeley.  We  have  to  announce  the  death  of 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Sudeley,  of  Toddington,  near  Cheltenham,  which  event 
took  place  at  Pan,  Basses  Pyrenees,  6n  Thursday,  the  19th  Inst.,  in  his  63rd 
year.  His  lordship  was  born  in  February,  1801 ;  and  married,  in  1881,  Emma 
Mitabeth  Alicia,  second  daughter  of  George  Hay  Dawkins  Pennant,  Esq.,  of 
Penrhyn  Castle,  Carnarvonshire.    By  her,  who  survives  him,  he  leaves  five  sons 
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and  five  daughters.  His  eldest  son,  Sodeley  Charles  George,  Captaim  Qrenadier 
Oaards,  born  in  l€37t  sncoeeds  to  the  title  and  estates.  By  the  death  oCthe 
noble  lord  the  lieatenanc^  of  the  coaoty  of  Montgomery  becomes  vacant.  We 
understand  the  funeral  arrangemratd  of  the  deceased  noblemaD,  tike  those  of  his 
late  father,  are  confided  to  Messrs.  Debenham,  Son,  and  Freebody,  of  this  town. 
Mr.  Freebody  was  at  Toddington  on  Saturday,  saperiutendiog  the  hanging  of  the 
chnrch  with  black  cloth,  and  yesterday  he  started  for  Dover,  there  to  meet  the 
remains  of  the  deceased  lord,  and  aooompany  them  to  Oiooeestershire.  The 
foneral,  which  will  be  in  every  respect  suited  to  his  lordship's  rank,  is  expected  to 
take  place  on  an  early  day  in  the  ensuing  week.  *'  Examiner,"  il^eb.  25. 
[The  Publisher  would  feel  obliged  by  any  errors  or  omissions  in  the  foregoiqg 
Chronology  being  kindly  notified  to  him,  with  a  view  to  their  correction  in  a 
fiiture  edition  of  the  work  now  preparing  for  pablication.] 
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THE    CHELTENHAM    AUCTION    MABT 

AND 

PANTECHNICON    WABEEOOMS. 

{Formerly  George  Hotel,  High  Street.) 


M 


BSSRS.  ENOALL,  SAITDERS,  and  ENOALL  beg  respeatfidly  to  innte 
the  attention  of  Families  and  others  RemoTiog,  or  desirous  of 

SELLING  OR  WAREBOUSING 

HoQsehold  Fomitnre,  Plate,  Picture^  Wines,  Books,  Pianos,  Luggage,  Carriages 
or  any  other  Description  of  Yalnable  Property,  t^  the  nnparalMed  advantagt 
offered  by  the  aboTe^named  centrally  sitnate  Establishment,  occupying  the  most 
commanding  position  in  the  Town  of  Cheltenham. 

THE  AUCTION  BRANCH 

Is  carried  on  upon  the  above'naroed'  Premises,  where  a  large  space  is  set  apart 
for  the  disposal  of  Real  Properties,  Shares,  Reversionary  Interests,  &c.,  and  their 
Newly-erected  and  Spacious  Furniture,  Sale,  and  Oomhission  Boom^ 
affords  Executors  and  the  Public  generally  every  facility  for  the  disposal  of 
Honsehold  Furniture,  Pictures,  and  other  Effects. 

Cash  Advanced  on  Goods  intended  for  immediate  and  bona  fide  3ale. 

THE  HOUSE  AND  ESTATE  AGENCY  OFFICES. 

Are  arranged  to  afford  every  facility  to  Parties  desirous  to  dispose  of  Estates, 
Houses,  and  other  Propertiss;  and  the  Proprietors  invito  those  seeking  for 
Investments  or  Residences  in  Town  or  Country,  to  an  inspection  of  their 
Registers  of  Furnished  or  Unfurnished  Houses. 

THE  STORAGE  DEPARTMENT, 

Comprising  npwards  of  Thirty  Large,  Dry,  Well-ventilated  and  Private  Ware- 
rooms,  for  the  reception  of  consignments  of  Large  Quantities  of  Goods,  is 
approached  by  a  commodious  and  conveniently-arranged  Staircase. 

Estimates  given  for  the  Conveyance  of  Goods  per  Rail  or  Road,  under  the 
personal  superintendence  of  competent  parties. 

Rents  Collected,  and  all  accounts  promptly  settled ;  and  the  general  Management 
of  Land  and  House  Property  undertaken. 

Appraisements  for  Administration,  Probate,  and  Succession  Duty. 

Valuations  of  Real  Estates,  Timber,  &c.;  and  Properties  reported  on  for  the 
purpose  of  Mortgage  or  otherwise. 

Inventories  made  when  Valuations  are  not  required. 

*  Dilapidations  Estimated. 

Land  Surveying  in  all  its  Branches,  and  Plans  correctly  prepared. 

Agenie  to  thi  Union  Fire  and  Life  Insurance  Office^  Bstablisked  I7I4. 

/ 
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/N  WH/CH  UPWARDS  Of  30  LARGER  DRY  APARTMENTS  are  appwpriated  /frlhe 
STORAGE  oflarg^e  or  small  quantities  ofHOUSEfJOLD  FURNITURE.P/CTURES . 
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FR/VATE  ROOMS  may  be  rented  for  any  time  Ji- the  Keys  thereof  retained 
by  the  Depositer.  _  est/mates  given  for  the  Conveyanre  of  Ootids  PsRoad. 
or  Bail,  under  the  personal  superintendence  ofeY>fnpefe7d  parties,  a»id 
ejcperienced^  trtjst^vorthy  Ihrttrs&Ihckers  sent  to  any  part  of  the  Country. 

AUCTfON  ROOMS  li'r  the  disposal  of  REAL  ESTATES.HOUSES.AC.  AND 
EVERY DESCR/PT/ON  OF  PERSONAL  PROPERTY  /N  LARGE  OR  SMALL  QUANTIT/ES. 
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STORAGE  of  large  or  small  (fuaniihcs  ofHOUSENOiDFi/RNfTURE.PfCTURES. 
UNEN, W/NES. BOORS,  LUGGAGE,  CARRMG£S,lc.  by  the YeanMonlk  orJVeeA- . 
PR/VATE  ROOMS  may  be  renleoL  /or  any  time  ^ihe  Keys  thereof  retained 
by  the  Depositor.  _  est/ mates  given,  /or  the  Conveyance  of  Goods  fsRoad. 
or  Rail,  under  ih^  personal  superintend£nce  ofcmnpelent  parties,  and 
experienced  &  trusbvortiry3rtersAlluJcers  •sent  to  anvpart  of  the  Coimtn. 
auct/on  ROOMS  /or  the  disposal  of  REAL  estates, nouses^ac.  and 

EVERY  DESCR/PTI ON  OF  PERSONAL  PROPERTY  /N  LARGE  ORSMAU  QUANT/T/ES. 


>f^LUATlONS  FOR  p^Q^^^ 


irmi^_.S>urtJ^trtj^, 


-^^en^; 


^  SUCCtSSlOM   DUTy. 

E,ADMINISTRAT»0H  ^HO    ^^^^ff\^t- 
"^J^  Un7^ F/RE&  UTeiNSUR^f*^^  j^^ 

Established  iti-^- 
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BRYANT     AND     GAR  NICK, 

(Late  Cape  and  Company  J 

Proprietors, 

363,  HIGH  STREET,  1,  COLONNADE,  AND  1,  CLARENCE  STREET, 

CHELTElfHAM. 


WOOLLEN    CLOTH    EMPORIUM!! 
TAILOEIHG   AM)    OUTFITTING    ESTABLISHMENT. 


BESPOKE    DEPARTMENT. 

Moderate  Charges,    and    a    Good    Fit    Goaranteed. 

HUNTING    COATS   AND  JUVENILE    CLOTHING. 

The  best  House  in  the  Trade  for  LiYiRiSiS. 


It  B  A  D  T    MADB     CLOTHES. 

The  Largest  and  Cheapest  Stock  in  the  Connty  of 

Over   Coats,   Talmas,   Ponchoks,   CoDRiifOTONs,  &c. 


WATERPROOF  CLOTHING, 
Coats,     Capes,     Leooinos,     &o. 


SHIRTS. 

London,  Glasgow,  Londonderry,  and  Cheltenham  Makes,  ready  for  Use. 

SHIBl'S   MADE   TO    ORDER, 

FroD)  the  best  Materials,  at  one-third  less  price  than  these  generally  advertised. 


Collar 8^  Fronts f  TieSy  GloveSy  Silk  Handkerchiefs^  Braces,  &c, 
HATS,     CAPS,    &c. 
^  French  Plush   Hats,  from  Ss.    lid. 

REGISTERED  PALEIOT  AND  OTHER  GARMENTS. 

Agents  for  H,  2).,  and  /.  Nicolls, 

262,  HIGH  STREET,  1,  COLONNADE.  &  1,  CLARENC  E  SIBEET, 

CHILTSITHAM. 
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lEtMiiM  1803.] 

MESSRS.     LANE, 

AUCTIONEERS,    ESTATE    AND    HOUSE    AGENTS, 

OincBS :— 17,  MoinrxLUBK  W4LK,  Cheltenham. 

Agents  for  the  Qlobe  Intnranoe  CompaDj  for  Fire,  Life,  tnd  Annoitiee. 

Gaops  07  ii^L  Kiniis  W^eesoussd. 

JOHN  CLARE, 

GENERAL     SEEDSMAN,     MEALMAN,     &c.. 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Dealer  in 

CORN,    HAY,     STRAW,    MALT,    HOPS,'    4c., 

133,  HIGH  STREET, 

AITD 

DORSET   HEWS,  Ss.   GEORGE'S   PLACE, 

CHELTUfBAM. 

372,    HIGH    STREET,    CHELTENHAM. 

WILLUM    THOMAS  DIX, 

TAILOR       AND       BREECHES        MAKER, 

HosiBB,  Glotxb,  Ain>  Shirt  Makxk. 

AGENT    FOR    FORD'S   EUBBKA    SHIRTS. 
7u1ieeal8  completely  turmished. 

Established  1846. 

W  .    A  N  jTT,    WEBB, 
NEW     AND     SECOND-HAND    BOOKSELLERS,     BINDERS,       • 
AND    STATIONERS, 

BEG  to  inform  their  I'riends  and  the  Pablic  j^erally,  that  they  are  in  want  of 
1,000  Yolonies  of  New  or  Second  hand  Books.    Any  person  haTing  a 
large  or  small  qoantity  may  meet  with  a  ready  parchaser. 

Apply  at 

ai6»    HIGH    STREET,    CHELTENHAM. 

Newspiyef  an4  Periodaoil  Office, 
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ROYAL    OLD    WELLS    PHOTOGRAPHIC    STUDIO. 

J.  HUHPHRBYS, 
ARTIST      A.  N  D      PHOTOGRAPHER, 

BEGS  muKt  re3pectfally  to  return  thanks  to  the  Nobility,  Gentry,  and  Inhabitant!! 
of  Cheltenham,  tot  the  distinguished  patronnge  they  have  iiitherto  conferred 
npoQ  him.  and  calres  this  ooport unity  of  annotnenir  that  he  has  TAKBN  INTO 
PARTNERSHIP  MR.  WtfAITB,  an  Eminent  Photogr .pher.  (fron  Whaite*? 
Fine  Art  Gallery.  Manchester),  by  whicii  arrangement  facilities  will  be  afforded 
in  the  Artistic  and  Operating  DepartmentSt  <»  will  enable  th»m  to  produoe 
piotiires  of  uasiirpaBsing  oMeUenoe. 

Rrcent  improTements  have  been  made  which  are  peculiarly  adapted  to  the 
production  of  the  ikshiDnabU  and  much-idmired  Carte  de  Visitea. 

J.  HuHPHRiTS  &  Co.  vould  particularly  call  attention  to  their  Enlarged 
Photographs  finished  in  Crayons;  also  to  their  Ivory  Coloared  Vigoette 
Carte  de  Visiles. 

Photographa  i»  every  branch  and  style. 

Pavourita  animals  taken,  either,  for  the  album  or  folio. 

Works  of  Art  faithfully  reproduced. 


AUtMUme*  from  10  m  dtui. 


MR.      T.      WEEKS, 

PflOTOGRAPHEB^ 

BATE    ROAD,    CHELTENHAM. 

In  the  Preia,  and  shortly  will  be  published, 

THE    LEGENDS  OF    CHELTENHAM   AND   GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

Beiag  Sketches  in  Yene, 

Of  tk0  Trogin  tmd  Comic  Talc*  of  iiii  localiiy. 

Bi  WM.  BYRNE, 
With  lUmstratiOBa,  drawn  and  etcbad  on  copper  by  the  Author. 
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flISTOET    OP    CHBLTBNHAM. 
QVJSEirS  EDITION, 


k  SPECIAL  EDITION  of  Norman's  History,  with  extra  Steel  Engravingrs,  aad 
*^  handsomely  bound  in  morocco,  gilt  edges,  has  been  prepared  for  preseotatiea 
to  Her  liiyesty  the  Qoeen  and  H.R.H.  Prince  Albert  A  few  copies  of  the 
**  Qaeen's  edition,"  similar  in  all  respects  to  those  presented  to  the  Qaeen  and 
Prinoe,  may  be  had  of  the  Publisher.    Price  I2s.  6d. 

Published  evfery  Saturday  Morning,  at  the  Montpellier  Library,  Price  8d. 

THE      CHELTENHAM      LOOKER-ON, 

A  Note  Book  of  the  Sayings  and  Doinscs  of  Social,  Political,  and  Fashionable 
Life,  containing  also  Lists  of  the  Arrivals  and  Departures,  and  a  selection  of  sueh 
Local  and  General  Intelligence,  as  is  calcalated  to  interest  the  residents  and 
fisitors  of  Cheltenham  and  their  friends  at  a  distance. 

This  popalar  publication  has  now  been  established  nearly  thirty  years,  and  has 
obtained  the  approval  and  support  of  the  affluent  and  educated  circles  of  society 
to  an  extent  probably  unexampled  in  the  annals  of  the  Provincial  Press. 

Published  by  HENRY  DAVIES.   MONTPELLIER  LIBRARY,  also  at  the 

ROYAL  LIBRARY,  884,  HIGH  STREET,  CHELTENHAM,  at  either 

of  which  establishments  Adyertisements  will  be  received. 

THE  CHELTENHAM   FREE   PRESS,    WEEKLY   FASHIONABLE 

DIRECTORY,   AND   GLOUCESTERSHIRE    HERALD, 

Ettablished  1884, 

HAS  the  Largest  Circiilation,  and  is  the  most  approved  Advertising  Medium  of 
all  the  Saturday  Papers  in  the  District.  The  Proprietor,  who  was  one  of  the 
warmest  advocates  for  the  removal  of  the  taxes  on  knowledge,  was  one  of  the 
first  to  avail  himself  of  the  privilege  of  dispensing  with  the  impressed  stamp. 

OmcESi-liQ,  HIGH  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 
65,    WINCHCOMB     STREET,    CHELTENHAM. 


H.     B.    GARDNER, 
BOOKSELLER,     STATIONER,    AND     NEWS     AGENT. 


«  The  Times,"  •«  Iliustrated  London  News,"  **  Record,"  and  lobal  papers, 
Lent  to  B«ad. 


Books  and  Periodicals  got  on  th«  Shortest  Notke,  at  London  Prioea, 
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MR.    THOMAS     LEWIS, 

AUCTIONEER  AND  APPRAISER,  LAND  AND  HOUSE   AGENT, 

Valuations  made  for  Transfer  of  Property,  aud  for  Probate  and 
Succession  Duties. 

Local  Agent  for  the  "Albert  and  Medical  Life  Assurance,"   "National  and 

Provincial  Plate-Glass  lusurance,"  and  for  the  "  Salop  Pire  Insurance, 

Established  1780." 

Office  :-75,  HIGH  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Large  and  conveniently  arranged  Rooms  for  Housing  Furniture  and  other  Effects. 


GEORGE     SWEETING, 

AUCTIONEER,  APPRAISER,  ESTATE  AND  HQUSE  AGENT, 

111,    High    Stebet,    Cheltenha.h. 

[Established  1833.] 

ValuatioQi  made  for  Transfer,  Probate.  Legacy,  and  Succession  Duties. 

W.      HAILING, 

BOOKSELLER,    NEWS    AGENT,    AND    STATIONER, 

ISO,    SIGU     STREET, 

(Six  doors  below   St.   Mary's  Hall,) 

cheltenham. 

[Established  1835.] 

THE    GLOUCESTER    BREAD   AND    FLOUR  COMPANY, 

32    5,       HIGH       STREET, 

(Opposite  Henrietta  Street), 

WHOLESALE  &  RETAIL  SELLERS  OF  BREAD,  FLOUR,  CORN  &  MEAL 

Of  all  descriptions. 

All  Goods  sold  warranted  free  from  Adulteration. 

Plain  Bread  weighed  on  delivery  if  required.— Large  consumers  are  invited 

to  examine  our  quality  and  price. 

AGENTS  FOR  HORNIMAN'b  UNCOLOU&BD  TBA. 
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CHARLES     E.    BRIDGES, 

(Late  C.  Hale  Jessop), 

NURSEHYAIAN,    SEEDSMAN,    &   FLORIST. 

ST.  JAMES'S  NURSERY.  ROSARY,  &  SEKD  WAREHOUSE, 

ST.    JAMES'S      SQUARE,      CHELTENHAM, 

Near  to  tlie  Great  Western  Raihvay  Station. 


This  Nursery  is  pecaliariy  adapted  for  the  ^owth  of  most  kinds  of  Toang 
Trees,  as  they  are  fonnd  to  remove  with  an  abundance  of  fibrous  roots,  and  to  do 
well  nfter  removal. 

C.  E.  B.  respectfully  begs  to  call  the  attention  of  residents  and  visitors  to  liis 
stock  of  Roses,  Fruit  Trees  and  Shrubs,  which  will  be  found  to  contain  a  choice 
collection.  

BEDDING  PLANTS. 

In  great  variety,  at  4«.  per  dozen,  or  80s.  per  hundred. 

GREENHOUSE  AND  STOVE  PLANTS. 

HERBACEOUS     AND     ALPINE     PLANTS. 

The  best  varieties. 

STitoNG  QUICK.  HORNBEAM,  AND  PRIVET, 

For  Fences,  &c.,  per  thousand. 

FOREST  TREES,  of  all  sorU.    ORNAMENTAL  TREES,  SHRUBS,  &c. 

CONIFERiB,  a  fine  amortment. 

LARCH,     SPRUCE,     AND     PINES, 

Of  all  kinds,  for  Plantations,  per  thonMnd. 

DWARF,  PYRAMIDAL,  TRAINED,  &  STANDARD  FRUIT  TREES, 

A  Choice  Assortment,  of  all  kinds. 

DWARF,  STANDARD,  CLIMBING.  &  POT  ROSES, 

In  all  the  leading  and  new  varieties. 

KITCHEN    GARDEN,  FARM,   &   FLOWER   SEEDS. 

BKIOAL  LSD  OTHER  BOUqUBTS  MADB  TO  OKIUnSL 

Experienced  (hardeners  recommended,    Wimbledon  &  other  Peats,  Silver  Sand, 

Coccia  Fibre,  Cuba  Bass,  Gishurst  Compound,  Tobacco  Paper,  Pots,  &c. 

Qardens  Laid  Out,  Altered,  and  Planted  by  Oontrad  or  otherwise,  tmd  kept 

in  order  by  the  year. 
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The  Nobility  and  Gentry  tre  respecifally  informed  that 

MR.    WOODWARD 

Has  a  Fine  Selection  of  very  saperior 

PIA.NO-FORTKS, 

By  Erard,  CoUard,  Rroadwood,  Kirkraan.  &c..  selected  from  the  above  makers, 

70R  SALF,  HIKE.   OR    IN   BXGHAMOV. 

TUNING      AND     REPAIRS. 

N.B.— The  Two  Grand  Pianofortes,  by  Erard,  u-'ed  at  the  late  Amateur 

Concert,  were  from  this  Establishment. 


U,  CENTRE  PROMENADE,  CHELTENHAM. 

JAMES  VILLAR, 

AUCTIONEER, 

1,  Portland  Streef, 

CHXLTENHAM. 
MANUPACTORY  lOR 

LOOKING  GLASSES,  WINDOW  CORNICES,  PICTURE  FRAMES. 

AND 

DECORATIVE  FURNITURE. 


ARTHUR        WHITCOMBE, 

(Formerly  of  Coventry  Street,  London), 

PLATE  GLASS  FACTOR,  AND  SILVERER  ;   PRINTSELLER,  &c. 

Designs  fnrnished  for  every  kind  of  Decorations. 

T.     SIMS, 
PASTRY   COOK,   FRENCH   BREAD   AND    BISCUIT   BAKER, 

AND 

CONFECTIONER, 
14^,    High   Street,   Cheltenham. 


Rnsks,  Tops  and  Bottoms,  Biscait  Powder,  &e. 

Bich  Bride  Cakes,  Patent  Lnncheon  Cakes ;  Biscuits  for  Invalids'  and 

Infants'   Food. 

Agent  for  Jones's  Patent  Flour,  and  Homiman's  Uncolonred  Tea. 
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ALDEB.     AND      ALDEE, 

UPHOLSTEREES 

AND 

CABINET       MANUFACTURERS. 

DECORATOTS,  UNDERTAKERS, 

HOUSE     AGENTS    &    APPRAISERS, 

ALBION       STREET,       CHELTENHAM. 


The    Oldest    Established    House, 


EXTENSIVE    SUITE    OF   SS.OW    ROOMS, 

CONTAINING  A  LAEGE  ASSORTMENT  OF 

first-class    goods,    of    THEIR    OWN    MANUFACTUKE, 

AND  AN  IMMENSE  STOCK  OT 

CARPETS,  SILKS,  DAMASKS,  CHINTZES,  PAPER  HANGINGS, 
&c.,  &c..  &c« 


Goods  op  all  kinds  Carefulit  Wabehoused. 


Sole  Agents  in  Clieltenham  for  liowther  and  Co.'s  Patent  Helioscenl 
Sonbliods. 
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MB.     DOB  ELL, 

HER    MAJESTY'S    WINE    &    SPIBIT    MERCHANT, 

CHELTENHAM. 

Aptoivted   Jult  4,  1838. 

CENTRdL   COUNrma  HOUSE  IN   THE   COLONNADE, 

Stores  &  Cellars  in  the  Arched  Buildings, 

AND   IN 

Gloucester  Place. 
WAREHOUSE  AND  CELLARS  WEST  END  OP  HIGH  STREET. 


Small  as  well  as  large  Qaantities  may  be  had  at  either  Establisl^ment, 
Mr.  DobsIiL  poueasbg  the  Retail  a»  well  as  WholewUe  Lieevaes. 


Solk  Aqent  tor    Her   Majesty's   Lochnaoar   Whiskey. 


3 1  zed  by  Google 


CHELTENHAM   FURNISHING   WAEBHOUSE. 
Opposite  (he  Fast  Office,  Clarence  Street, 

S HIRER  AND  SON'S,  CABINET,  FURNITURE,  CARPET  and 
GIs^ERAL  FURNISHING  DEPART^tENT,  having  increased  so  rapidly 
of  late,  necessitated  au  additiuo  to  their  already  extensive  premises,  they  therefore 
resolved  to  baild  a 

MANUFACTORY  AND  SHOW  ROOMS, 

on  a  scale  before  unknown  in  the  provinces,  a  Drawing  of  which  they  will  have 
much  pleasure  in  forwarding ;  also  a  Flan  of  the  Interior  vrbich  contains  Five 
Floors  arranged  in  the  most  complete  manner,  with  tiie  largest  stock  of  Cabinet 
Fnmitnre  in  the  West  of  England,  at  very  moderate  prices. 

Their  Kew  Premises  are  thoroughly  well  ventilated,  and  are  also  heated 

with  t«o  of  I'eikins's  Patent  Heating  Apparatus,  which  enables  them  to  keep  all 

the  different  rcon^s  at  one  temperature  throughout  the  winter  months ;  they  have 

also  built  a 

FEATHER     ROOM. 

which  is  kept  at  120  Degrees  Farenheit,  and  in  which  every  article  of  Bedding 
is  placed  previous  to  being  sent  to  the  Purchaser. 

One  Floor  of  the  Bailding  is  laid  out  as 

MODEL    ROOMS, 

shewing  at  a  glance  the  articles  required  for  completely  fomishing  rooms  in  any 
style  and  at  any  price. 

Having  snfBeient  space  for  exhibiting  every  elass  of  Furniture  in  their  New 
Premises,  they  are  enabled  to  devote  three  large  rooms  at  their  Establishment  in 
tiie  Promenade  exclusively  for 

CARPETS,   HEARTH  RUGS,  DAMASKS,  CHINTZES. 
CURTAINS,  UPHOLSTERY,  TRIMMINGS,  &o. 

Their  Stock  vt\\\  be  found  large,  varied,  well  assorted,  and  at  prices  defying 
competition.  They  take  this  opportunity  uf  tendering  their  best  thanks  to  their 
nnmc rons  patrons,  for  their  kind  orders,  and  also  for  their  recommendations, 
assuring  thrm  and  the  public,  that  no  effort  will  be  spared  on  their  part  to  merit 
a  continuance  of  that  confidence. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  looking  ronnd  will  not  be  importuned  to  purchase. 
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SEA  I^E  EDUCATION.  «  ; 

(Twelve  miles  from  Bristol  tttid  Five  from  Clevedon.) 

MISS   M.   A.  NORMAN, 
"Woodland   Villa.,   West   PoRtisHiAD, 

TAKES  a  limited  number  of  Yonn(?  Ladies  (aud  Young  Gentlemen  imder  nine 
of  age).     Furtishead  is  delightfully  and  healthily  situated  at  the  entrance  to  the 
Bristol  Channel ;  the  School  is  close  to  the  WHter,  yet  core pletety  sheltered  by  the 
surrounding  woods.    The  childien  are  instructed  in  every  branch  of  a  useful 
Education,  and  treated  with  all  the  kindness  and  comfort  of  home. — For  terms, 
apply  as  above,  or  to  Mr.  0.  Norman,  **  Examiner"  Office,  Cheltenham. 

THE  "CHELIENHAM  EXAMINER."    ESTABLISHED  1839. 

Published  eveei  Weditdsdat  Morning.    Office:  9,  Clarence  Street 

6,  Norman^  Proprietor, 

THE  "  EXAMINER"  is  the  Leading  Business  Paper  of  the  District,  with  a 
circulation  of  nearly  Two  Thousand  Copies.    Price  (with  Supplement  weekly) 
8d. ;  stamped.  4d.    Every  description  of  Priuting — Books,  Pamphlets,  Circulars, 
Handbills,  &c. — on  the  most  reasonable   terms,  at  Normnn's  Steam  Printing 
Of^ces  and  Wholesale  Paper  Warehouse,  9,  Clarence  Street,  Cheltenham. 

THE  '^CHELTENHAM  CHRONICLE"  &  GENERAL  ADVERTISER, 

Established  1809, 
(The  Oldest  Paper  in  Cheltenham,  and  the  Oldest  hot  one  in  the  County), 

IS  essentially  a  Family  Newspaper ;  all  offensive  advertisements  and  objection- 
able matter  of   every  kind  strictly  eiicluded.      Contains  fall  and  accurate 
Reports  of  all  Local  and  County  Proceedings. 

Pablished  every  Tuesday  Morning  at  Nine  o' Clock. 

Price  ^d.;  Stamped^Aui, 

Officeb:    27;    Clarence    Street.    Cheltenham. 

The  "CHELTENHAM    JOURNAL"   and  GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
FASHIONABLE  WEEKLY  GAZETTE, 
(Established  1824,) 
S    PUBLISHED    EVERY    SATURDAY    MORNING 

AT  THE 

Offices -QUE  EN'S  BUILDINGS,  CHELTENHAM, 

And  Circulated  simultaneously  in  all   parts  of   the   kingdom. 

Price  Threepence. 

Subscription,  per  Annum,  14>s. ;  Stamped,  ISs. 


I 
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£110 

Double  Sabscription 

£1  11    t 

0  12    0 

/       For      "\ 

0  18    0 

0    7    0 

Two        ' 

0  10    e 

0    3    0 

Complete  1 ' 

0    4    6 

0    1    0 

{    Works.  J 

Old 
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WEST%EY»ji    PROMENdDB    LIBRARY, 

AND 

CHELTENHAM      BOOK     CLUB, 
13,  PROMENADE, 
In  copneiioB  iritit  Meswrt.    Mudie's  Library,  Losdoii. 
TERMS  :— 
The  Yfeur— Single  Subs. ... 
%  Mo  .ths    (       For       "N 
3  Months    )       One        / 
1  Month     1  Complete  i 
Weekly        L    Work.    J 

Any  Work  not  in  demaod  by  Su^sckibbrs  Lent  to  Read  by  the  Volume. 

YOR    LIST  OF  NSW    BOOKS,    SEE  WESTLEY's  MOKTHLT  COMPENDIUM,    GRATIS. 

i _ , 

F.  C.  WESI'LEY, 

BOOKSELLER     AND     STATIONER, 

13.  PROMENADE,  AND  96.  HIGH  STREET. 

Books  obtained  fnim  London  daily. 

The  Loudon  and  LoomI  Newspapertt  delivered  to  all  parts  of  Cheltenhara. 

Tfewspapers  Lent  to  Read. 

Temujar  Reading  the  Daily  Newspapers  :— 10*.  per  QMtrtei',  or  Ir.  per  WeJk, 

Periodica  TiS     Supplied. 

WRITING      PAPERS     &    ENVELOPES: 
Dobbs,  Kidd  and  Co.,  De  la  Rue  and  Co.,  and  Kent  Mannfactarers. 

Dtes  sunk  by  £jcperienced  London  Workmen. 

Heraldically  Embossing,  or  in  one  Colour. 

No  Charge  for  Stamping  Note  Paper  or  £iivelopes>  plain. 

WEDDING    STATIONERY, 

Plain  or  in  Silver,  of  the  latest  Fashion.    Visiting  Cards,  engravcd^aiid printed. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC   ALBUMS: 

A  large  Variety  for  selection ;   also  of  Carte  oe  Visits  Portraits, 
and  Scrap   Photographs. 

,  THE  NEW  CHELrENHAM  GUIDE, 
D4Mycribing  the  fipsources  of  Cheltenham  as  a  Residence,   with  fall  Accounts  of 
tiie  Spas,  and   Analysis  o\  the  Waters  of  each  \   also  a  List  of  the  Huotthg 
Coverts,  &c.,  &c. 

PuBtisHSD  BT 

F.    C.    W  E  S  T  L  E  Y, 

13,   I'ROMENADf:,  AND   96,  HlOH  StREBT,  ChELTI.VHAM. 
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